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A work site near the intersection of North Harding 
Street and West Society Avenue in Albany was the 
location of a workplace tragedy that claimed the life 
of one city employee and injured a second.

Wednesday death of Albany employee is second in 2024 for city workforce

ALBANY – The city of Al-
bany is mourning the loss of a 
second employee who died on 
the job in 2024 after a Wednes-
day-afternoon accident at a 
work site left one dead and a 
second employee injured.

Dougherty County Coroner 
Michael Fowler identified the 
deceased employee as Sebas-
tian Dykes Jr.

Dykes and other employees 
were working at the site of a 

sewer collapse near the in-
tersection of North Harding 
Street and West Society Av-
enue, according to informa-
tion released by the city. City 
officials refused to identify the 
injured employee on Thursday.

An autopsy for the deceased 
employee is scheduled for Mon-
day, Fowler said. The suspected 
cause of death is asphyxiation.

North Harding Street resi-
dent Shanice Anthony had a 
front-row seat to the tragedy 
as the rescue operation un-

folded. It appeared to her that 
the workers were wrapping up 
the work at the site at the time 
and one worker had emerged 
from underground, she said.

“I was sitting in my car like 
I’m doing now at around 3:34 
(p.m.),” Anthony said. “One 
utility worker was very dis-
tressed. He was on the phone. 
That’s when I started hearing 
the sirens.”

Workers have been at the 
location multiple times, An-
thony said. For several years, 

residents in the neighborhood 
have experienced issues and 
at times water has backed up 
in sinks and sewage has even 
seeped up into her yard and 
into the bathtub.

Lately a large mechanical 
pump has been working around 
the clock at the site.

Once word of the accident 
went out, the street filled with 
Albany Fire Department per-
sonnel, who undertook the res-

Alan Mauldin
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Avenn Smith was joined by his grandmother to 
celebrate receiving an NROTC scholarship.

Monroe High student awarded prestigious NROTC scholarship

ALBANY – Classmates, JROTC 
peers, family and teachers gath-
ered to celebrate Monroe Com-
prehensive High School senior 
Avenn Smith, who was surprised 
to receive the Marine Option Naval 
Reserve Officer Training Corps 
Scholarship, Thursday morning.

Smith was the only Georgia 
student to receive the $180,000 
scholarship. He competed against 

applicants from more than 2,600 
high schools across the southeast-
ern U.S. to achieve the high honor. 
Smith will take this scholarship 
to attend Tuskegee University 
and train to become a U.S. Ma-
rine Corps Officer and aviator. 

Tuskegee University is in Ma-
con County, Ala., and is known 
as the training ground for the 
U.S.’s first black military pilots. 

The Tuskegee Airmen formed 
the 332nd Fighter Group and 
the 477th Bombardment Group 

of the U.S. Army Air Corps and 
fought in World War II as the 
first African-American military 
aviators in the nation’s history.

Smith said it was his dream to 
attend the university.

“My goal was always to join the 
military, and I’ve always liked 
aviation and technology,” the 
scholarship winner said. “This 
scholarship will help me get to 
where I want to go … and encour-

Lucille Lannigan
lucille.lannigan@albanyherald.com

See NROTC, 2A

Shoes from the HEART provides free 
sneakers to local students in need
ALBANY – Students at 

Radium Springs Elementary 
School received a surprise gift 
of brand new shoes Wednes-
day morning from the Hands 
Extended Across Reaching 
Together (HEART) Orga-
nization, a local nonprofit. 

The students excitedly 
unboxed brand new, shiny 
sneakers in their size, gifted 
as part of the annual Shoes 
from the HEART initiative. 
HEART purchased 400 pairs 
of athletic shoes through 
donations from local busi-
nesses, churches, civic or-
ganizations and individuals. 
HEART has done this each 
year since 2009. 

“It is a strong belief of 
HEART that when shoes fit 
properly and are attractive 
in appearance, the self-es-
teem and self-confidence of 
a child will grow, which may 
help improve school atten-
dance and behavior in the 
classroom,” Anne Johnson, 
HEART’s president, wrote 
in a release. 

She wrote that HEART also 

wants to enable students to 
participate in physical educa-
tion and after-school athletic 
programs, which promote 
leadership, discipline and 
good sportsmanship. 

One of HEART’s key com-
munity partners, Feeding the 
Valley, helped transport the 

shoes to recipients at five lo-
cal elementary schools: Ra-
dium Springs Elementary, 
Robert Harvey Elementary, 
Turner Elementary, Martin 
Luther King Jr. Elementary 
and North Side Elementary. 

Radium Springs Elementary 
students listened Wednes-

day morning as their names 
were called to receive shoes, 
which were packaged in brand 
new boxes and a bright red 
HEART Organization bag. 

Johnson told students the 
group wanted to make sure 

Staff Photo: Lucille Lannigan
A HEART board member hands a Radium Springs Elementary student a new pair of shoes. 

Albany Herald launches 
new website, publishes 
first Outdoors magazine

ALBANY -- The Albany 
Herald launched a new website 
and announced a brand-new 
digital newsletter Wednesday, 
delivering dedicated local re-
porting to a digital audience.

The website will feature 
work from The Albany Herald 
newsroom, as well as online-
exclusive content and a week-
ly newsletter to subscribers. 
Sign up to become a member 
[/subscribe]here, and sign 
up for the free newsletter [/
newsletters]here.

The new website is integral 
to the ongoing transforma-
tion efforts from the Georgia 
Trust for Local News, which 
recently acquired The Albany 
Herald and 18 other news-
papers across middle, south 
and west Georgia. The web-
site will offer new advertising 
opportunities in Dougherty 
County and across the Geor-
gia Trust that can reach up 
to a million Georgians.

“It’s very exciting to expand 
the reach of our newspaper,” 
GTLN Executive Director 
DuBose Porter said. “We will 

deliver news in whatever way 
our readers prefer: online, 
via newsletters or in print. 
This is a giant leap forward 
for The Albany Herald.”

The website was built by 
Indiegraf, a company that 
specializes in websites and 
digital products for indepen-
dent, local news companies. 
The Albany Herald will con-
tinue to publish three print 
editions each week.

“The Herald’s new website 
is much more user-friendly,” 

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

See LAUNCHES, 2A

Lucille Lannigan
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Special Photo
The Albany Herald has pub-
lished the initial issue of its 
Southwest Georgia Outdoor 
magazine

See SHOES, 2A
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they had a quality pair of shoes 
that fit them.

“With these shoes from the 
HEART, we want you to put 
your best foot forward, mak-
ing sure you’re doing what 
you’re supposed to be doing 
in school, at home and in your 
community,” Johnson said. 

Carmen Harrell, the instruc-

tional coach at Radium Springs 
Elementary, said she appre-
ciates that HEART recog-
nized and met this need for 
the students who may come 
to school with shoes that are 
too small or not adequate. 

The organization worked 
with school administration 
and teachers who gave the 
names of students who posed 
a need. 

“Because we are a school 
with a high population of stu-
dents in poverty, this means 

a lot,” Harrell said.
The new shoes were a sur-

prise for students, whose fac-
es shone with excitement as 
Johnson explained to them 
what was about to happen. 
They cheered for their friends 
and showed off their new 
shoes to each other. 

“Students are getting the 
shoes just in time for the holi-
days,” Harrell said. “It’s like a 
bonus Christmas gift. It’s just 
an amazing gesture.” 

Renaye Lewis, a HEART 

board member, said this was 
her second year participating 
in the Shoes from the HEART 
program. She said it feels 
good to recognize and give 
to a true need in the com-
munity.

“The children who are re-
ceiving these shoes are just 
so happy to get them,” she 
said. “They can’t wait to open 
their boxes, and I just love to 
see them happy.” 

The HEART Organization 
was formed 45 years ago when 

a group of concerned em-
ployees of Albany’s Procter 
& Gamble Paper Products 
combined their efforts to keep 
the dream of Martin Luther 
King Jr. alive by assisting 
underprivileged community 
members. 

Much of the board today 
is made up of retirees from 
Procter & Gamble. 

“We did not retire,” John-
son said. “We got rewired to 
go out into the community to 
make it a better place.”

SHOES
From 1A

age other students of color 
that they shouldn’t be scared 
to do what they want to do.” 

Smith had no idea upon 
entering the gymnasium at 
Monroe High School that 
he had received the scholar-
ship. He was just thrilled to 
be accepted into his dream 
school. Joined by his family, 
who wore shirts with Smith’s 
face and Tuskegee Univer-
sity printed on it, the senior 
teared up and hugged his fam-
ily as he found out what the 
celebration was really about. 

He was met with rousing 

support from his classmates 
and JROTC peers.

“A lot of this wasn’t just 
me,” Smith said. “It was a lot 
of people there who helped 
me get to where I’m at.”

He gave thanks to many 
people in his life, choking 
up at the mention of his late 
grandfather, for which his 
classmates and family be-
gan to sing “Let it Shine,” 
to support him through his 
speech. 

“I’ve got to thank my grand-
dad,” Smith said. “He’s not 
here right now, but he helped 
me get to where I want to be, 
and he left me standing where 
I can do anything I want.”

Recruits from the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps were present for 

the celebration. 
Capt. William Hughes talked 

to the crowd about how big 
an accomplishment receiving 
the scholarship is, calling it 
very competitive and a very 
high honor. He said very few 
made it through the initial 
vetting process to even get 
an interview. 

“He (Smith) demonstrated 
not only academic excellence 
but also leadership potential, 
discipline and commitment 
to service that made him 
stand apart from the rest 
of his peers,” Hughes said. 

Hughes said becoming a 
Marine officer is no easy task 
but 100% worth the challenge.

Monroe High School Prin-
cipal Lawanna Farley-John-

son encouraged the class of 
2025 to rise to the occasion 
as they near graduation in 
May.

“I made a promise to the 
class of 2025, if you do it 
big, we’re gonna do it big for 
you,” she said. “So whatever 
your accomplishments are, 
we’re gonna celebrate you 
in a grand way.”

She asked each student 
who’d received a college ac-
ceptance to stand and gave 
them a moment of celebra-
tion.

“We’re changing the nar-
rative of 900 Lippitt Drive,” 
Farley-Johnson said. “Our 
children are intelligent and 
doing great things.”

NROTC
From 1A

GTLN Executive Editor Ca-
leb Slinkard said. “We in-
tentionally made it easier 
for our readers to access the 
great local reporting that our 
newsroom produces.” 

Any subscriber who has had 
trouble accessing the website 
is asked to contact Rodney 
Gibbs at rodney@ntln.org.

The Georgia Trust for Local 
News is part of the National 
Trust for Local News, a non-
profit dedicated to strength-
ening community news by 
working with communities 
to make the at-scale, trans-
formational changes needed 
for established community 
news organizations to thrive 
and remain deeply grounded 
in their communities.

The Georgia Trust for Local 
News is supported by part-
ners such as the John S. and 
James L. Knight Foundation, 
the Robert W. Woodruff Foun-
dation, and the Marguerite 
Casey Foundation. NTLN 
operates state-level trusts in 
Colorado and Maine, in ad-
dition to Georgia.

ALBANY -- The Albany 
Herald has published the first 
edition of what will initially 
be a twice-yearly magazine, 
Southwest Georgia Outdoors.

The glossy magazine, whose 

cover is a painting of a bird 
dog by renowned Albany out-
doors artist David Lanier, 
includes stories and photo-
graphs featuring individu-
als and items that will be of 
interest to the thousands of 
outdoors lovers in the region. 
Articles for each edition will 
be written by Albany Herald 
staff writers and other out-
doors writers in the region.

“We are very proud of this 
first issue of Southwest Geor-
gia Outdoors,” DuBose Por-
ter, the executive director of 
the Georgia Trust for Local 
News -- the Herald’s parent 
company -- and an avid out-
doorsman, said. “The stories 
contained in the inaugural edi-
tion of this magazine are good 
examples of what is to come 
in future Southwest Georgia 
Outdoors publication.”

The inaugural issue in-
cludes stories about Lanier, 
the history of Chehaw Park, 
the economics of Bobwhite 
Quail in the region, and a 
look at Albany businessman 
Jeff Sinyard’s work as part 
of the state’s Department of 
Natural Resources Board of 
Directors.

The magazine is free, sup-
ported by sponsors and area 
businesses, and copies are 
available at the 306 W. Broad 
Ave. office of The Albany Her-
ald. Initial plans are to release 
spring and fall editions of 
Southwest Georgia Outdoors.

LAUNCHES
From 1A

cue efforts, and police and 
public safety officials. Neigh-
bors were also out watching 
and taking video as the work 
unfolded, and at some point 
firefighters placed a screen 
around the site where they 
were working, Anthony said.

“There were three ambu-
lances,” she said. “It was a 
lot of commotion.”

One of the employees was 
pulled from the work site not 
long after work began.

“There was another person 
they pulled out around 10:15 
(p.m.), 10:20,” she said.

Another tragedy struck the 
city’s workforce when em-
ployee Darrious Stephens 
went into the Flint River 
while taking water samples 
on Feb. 12. Stephens’ body 
was found downstream about 
three weeks later.

City Commissioner Chad 
Warbington said that he ex-
pects that a safety review will 
be undertaken following the 
passage of time after Dykes’ 
death.

“I think that any time an ac-
cident happens, even if it’s a 
minor injury, we need to step 
back and review safety proto-
cols,” he said. “It’s natural to 
do that. We’re grieving now, 

and we want the other em-
ployees to recover and hope-
fully we’ll have a discussion 
about that situation.

“I’d say the safety of our 
employees is (priority) No. 
1. That has been a focus and 
will be our focus as an em-
ployer.”

When the public thinks about 
city employees, the safety of 
first responders is the first 
to come to mind, but all em-
ployees face risk every day, 
the commissioner said.

“It just shows you, whether 
you’re on the back of a garbage 
truck or you’re sweeping the 
streets or you’re in a sewer, 
there is a certain amount of 
risk every day for what they 
do,” Warbington said. “This 
is just absolutely tragic. Our 
thoughts and prayers go out.”

Dykes’ family is in the 
thoughts and prayers of the 
city, as are city employees, 
Mayor Bo Dorough said.

“They were replacing a col-
lapsed sewer and nobody ex-
pedited this,” he said. “His 
co-workers were there. We 
understand that in public safe-
ty, these are occupations that 
pose risk, but lest we forget 
this is the second employee 
we have lost this year.

“It’s hard to express in words 
the impact not only on his 
family but his co-workers 
and the whole organization.”

DEATH
From 1A

Staff Photo: Lucille Lannigan
Radium Springs Elementary students were all smiles after receiving a pair of athletic shoes. 

Albany leaders eye revitalization of south Albany

ALBANY – The planned 
construction of 19 homes will 
fill out the Ragsdale Subdi-
vision in south Albany, but 
the project is planned to do 
more than that. Participants 
say the undertaking will sig-
nal a sign of revitalization in 
the area.

The development plans for 
19 mixed-income homes at 
the location near the inter-
section of Cotton Avenue 
and South Jefferson Street, 
with an emphasis on energy 
efficiency to make the new 
homes sustainable for the 
residents.

Since the Flood of 1994, 
the city has been working to 
add new homes in south Al-
bany, and the Ragsdale sub-
division has been a point of 
emphasis. The development 

includes residences along 
Cotton and across the street 
on South Jefferson.

There are also other proj-
ects in the works that will 
see more housing starts in 
south Albany, Albany Com-
munity and Economic De-
velopment Director John 
Hawthorne said.

“This has been a long time 
coming,” he said. “In 2017, 
only seven (home construc-
tion) permits were pulled 
for south Albany, as Com-
missioner Chad Warbington 
noted. We’ve got to change 
that. Once this construction 
begins, this will take on a life 
of its own.

“This is the beginning of the 
revitalization of this commu-
nity as well as south Albany. 
Altogether, we’re looking 
at 50 homes we’re looking 
to get built within three or 

four years.”

The average price for the 
homes in the Ragsdale subdi-
vision will be about $137,000, 
Hawthorne said.

The project is a joint devel-
opment effort that includes 
Aevolve Green Solutions and 
the MP Organization of At-
lanta, which is the developer 
for the Carroll Street Gardens 
housing project announced 
earlier this year.

During the recent ground-
breaking, Ward VI Albany 
City Commissioner Deme-
trius Young recounted grow-
ing up in the area where he 
walked to school. The near-
by park is named in honor 
of his mother, Mary Young-
Cummings, who was a for-
mer state representative and 
one of the first two black 
city commissioners elected 

in the city.
“She raised me in what I 

think is the heart of Albany,” 
Young said. “This area is near 
and dear to my heart. It was 
devastated by the ‘94 flood. 
This was once a vibrant area. 
I really think this is an area 
ripe for development.”

MP founder and CEO Phillip 
Blow emphasized the trans-
formational aspects of the 
development.

“These homes will be ener-
gy-efficient,” he said. “They’ll 
have cost savings for the next 
15 to 30 years. These homes 
will have a lot of style. I think 
it’s important for people to 
have something to want to 
come home to.”

Energy efficiency is an im-
portant element, speakers 
said, as many of the city’s 
houses are aging and have 
high utility costs.

By Alan Mauldin
alan.mauldin@albanyherald.com

Staff Photo: Alan Mauldin
From left, John Hawthorne, director of the Albany Department of Community and Economic Development, Dougherty 
County Commission Chairman Lorenzo Heard, Leslie Snead, Phillip Blow and Darryl Chatman Sr. were among the par-
ticipants in a Dec. 16 groundbreaking for a housing project at the Ragsdale Subdivision in south Albany.
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squawkbox@albanyherald.com

I hope all you squawkers -- 
the good, bad and indiffer-
ent -- have a great Christmas. 
May there be happy things to 
squawk about in the new year.

The guy that jumped into the 
Flint River this week and was 
later arrested on sexual assault 
had spent time in prison for the 
same crimes and some judge let 
him out of jail on $1,000 bond. 
Wouldn’t you think this guy is 
a danger to the public and to 
himself? Which judge set that 
small bond amount?

Oh, I defiantly pay tribute to the 
“Real” President at least once a 
day, squawker, but I always re-
member to flush afterwards.

Aaron Lewis’ country music 
is way better than the likes of 
Luke Bryan and others like 
that, but I liked him a whole lot 
better when he was with Staind. 
I still plan to go see him at the 
Civic Center, though.

Unofficial President Musk de-
cided he did not like the budget 
bill. So he called his underboss 
Trump, and now we have no 
bill and the reminiscent chaos 
that brings. The job cost Musk 
$270 million. His net worth 
since November’s election has 
increased by $256 billion. And 
they say crime and politics 
don’t pay.

Wrong, wrong, wrong, squawk-
er. Trump and his minions 
stole the election by changing 
votes in several key states. It’s 
being proven more every day. 
Before we let this evil, lecher-
ous man take over the nation’s 
highest office. his and his wor-
shippers’ illegal actions must be 
addressed.

Having earned a paycheck 
since I was 14, it is hard to com-
prehend someone not willing 
to work to repay what they bor-
rowed.

So the county folks are saying 
they don’t really care if families 
with children are endangered, 
they just want to offer oppor-
tunities to their friends. How 
much money changed hands 
before this vote?

The Democrat Party has be-
come an anti-American domes-
tic terrorist organization. They 
censor, loot, burn, bruise, kill, 
silence, imprison, deny, defile, 
denigrate, litigate and terrorize.

The True President is laying the 
groundwork to make this coun-
try great again, bringing in the 
best and brightest to serve in 
his cabinet. There will be dra-
matic changes in the govern-
ment of our country, and they 
will be changes for the better.

There’s a reason, squawker, 
that when Republicans take 
some kind of action, their ac-
tions are usually branded “rac-
ist.” It’s because they are. This 
group may very well succeed in 
overthrowing our government. 
They are incompetent and un-
able to make reasonable deci-
sions.

All this drone mystery leaves 
me to believe that whoever is 
flying them knows to fly them 
up in New England. Those 
things would not last 5 minutes 
flying down in Baker County; 
every one of them would be 
shot down.

As gun violence and deaths 
mount in Georgia, Brian Kemp 
and the Republicans in the 
state Legislature are complicit. 
They basically have said anyone 
who wants a gun -- for whatev-
er reason -- can have one, no 
questions asked.

We hurt our own feelings by 
making the mistake of believing 
we mean more to other people 
than we really do. I learned that 
the hard way. That Man With-
out a Family

“Virtue is choked with foul ambition.”

William Shakespeare,
playwright (1564-1616)

This newspaper is committed to publish-
ing fair and accurate information. Errors 
should be brought to the attention of 
Editor Carlton Fletcher at (229) 888-9300. 
Corrections or clarifications will appear 
in this space.

CORRECTIONQUOTE OF THE DAY SQUAWKBOX

Stephen Sondheim said, “I 
played the organ when I 
went to military school, 

when I was 10. I loved all the 
buttons and the gadgets. I’ve 
always been a gadget man.”

Many bridge partnerships 
are gadgeteers, loving to use 
conventions. However, some-
times these give free infor-
mation to the defense. And, 
strangely, not having a gadget 
available occasionally helps 
the defenders -- as in this deal.

Against three no-trump, 
West led a fourth-highest club 
four and East won with his 
king. What happened next?

With three 10s, North might 
have jumped to three no-trump. 
When he only invited game, 
though, South continued with 
three hearts. Since North-

South were not using New 
Minor Forcing, North could 
have had five hearts, and a 5-3 
heart fit could have been best.

Many Easts would have led 
back the club eight in less time 
than it takes to read this sen-
tence. Then, though, South 
would have had nine top tricks: 
one spade, two hearts, four 
diamonds and two clubs. This 
East paused to work out South’s 
hand shape.

West’s lead marked him with 
five clubs and South with four. 
So South had to have started 
with 2-3-4-4 distribution. Since 
East had hearts held, there was 
no rush to play West for five 
clubs to the A-Q-10. In case 
South had ace-low-doubleton 
of spades, East shifted to the 

spade two. West won with 
his queen and returned the 
three (lowest from a remain-
ing odd number). When East 
played low, South had to win 
with his ace. Now there was 
no way to make the contract.

THE OPPONENTS GAIN 
FROM NO CONVENTION

BRIDGE ■ PHILLIP ALDER
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Friend takes too many
leftovers after holiday meals

Dear Eric: I have been sharing 
Thanksgiving with dear friends 
for decades. About three years 
ago, they learned a friend of 
mine, with whom they are ac-
quainted, had no plans for the 
day. So she has been invited and 
now attends annually.

These are kind and generous 
friends, so they offer their guests 
the opportunity to take home 
doggie bags. My friend is first in 
line and often takes enough for 
two to three people, regardless 
of the amount of food remaining 
and the number of people there.

She then freezes the bounty, 
since she will be gone (her fam-
ily does Thanksgiving the week-
end after).

My hosting friends are too nice 
to say anything to her. She is fi-
nancially stable, so it’s not that 
she isn’t sure where her next 
meal is coming from. Also, the 
hosts provide the entire meal, so 
she brings nothing to the mix. 
Although tone-deaf, my friend 
is extremely sensitive, so I am 
reluctant to say anything. Do 
you have any advice? Do I just 
accept that this is how my friend 
is (she has taken advantage of 
other situations in the past) or 
say something?

– Embarrassed Friend

Dear Friend: Some might 
call this greedy; some might call 
it prudent. Some might say it’s a 
metaphor for the ills of society. 
But if the hosts don’t have a prob-
lem with it, neither should you.

I understand the feeling of 
second-hand embarrassment, 
since she’s someone that you 
know better than they do. You 
may want to ask them if her habit 
with the leftovers is something 
they’ve noticed or are bothered 

by. But, as the hosts, they’re set-
ting the table and the parame-
ters. They’re not asking anyone 
to bring anything, and they’re 
encouraging their guests to take 
food home. If they wanted to set 
a limit on the number or size of 
doggie bags, they could.

Dear Eric: My husband and 
I have been married for 15 years. 
He has one daughter. He and her 
mother divorced when she was 
8, and it was rancorous. Sadly, 
her mother died suddenly when 
she was 19, just before my hus-
band and I started dating.

When we married, she refused 
to acknowledge it or attend the 
wedding/birthday party held lat-
er to celebrate the wedding and 
her father’s 50th birthday. I was 
completely ghosted apart from 
her cruel jibes such as posting 
on social media pictures of her 
past family to mark our first an-
niversary. When she was mar-
ried, I attended but was treated 
as a pariah.

No amount of trying to talk 
about it got through to her. I 
decided it was best for me to 
stop trying to connect with her.

A few years go by, and she and 
her husband are having a baby. 
She suddenly appears for a visit 
and acts as if none of her ugly 
behavior had ever happened. I 
chose to embrace her and really 
put my all into it, but it has been 
a struggle.

As I’ve gotten to know her, I 
realize I don’t like her very much. 
She’s manipulative and selfish 
and opens up to me only when 
she wants something. I’ve been 
the sucker who has showered 
money and expensive items on 
her and her family over the years. 
Her father was recently very sick, 

and I spent months nursing him 
to health. She didn’t contact him 
much and never once checked 
in with me. This is a person who 
doesn’t like me either, just the 
perks. Realizing this, I’ve once 
again moved on emotionally. I 
feel liberated from this effort, but 
also guilty. Any advice?

– Dad’s Wife

Dear Wife: There’s the rela-
tionship you’d like to have with 
her, the relationship she wants 
to have with you and the rela-
tionship you both currently have. 
None of those seems to be align-
ing. The guilt you’re feeling may 
stem from the belief that maybe if 
you did something differently or 
gave her more time or more pa-
tience, you’d get the relationship 
you want. That’s understandable 
but it’s not guaranteed.

It also doesn’t take into ac-
count the kind of relationship 
her actions indicate she wants. 
One thing I’m not seeing here is 
a conversation about the harm 
done in the past. It’s OK to say, 
“I understand that you were 
grieving, but some things hap-
pened that weren’t right, and 
we should talk about them so 
we can move forward.”

But she and you have to be 
open to the vulnerability and 
the rebuilding that is required. It 
sounds like that’s just not where 
either of you is. Mostly what 
you’re being liberated from is 
your unmet expectations. Ac-
knowledge the reality that the 
semi-distant relationship you 
have may be what’s best for both 
of you right now. You can re-
main open to the possibility of 
more, but remember that more 
requires effort on both sides.

Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, Pa. 
19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.
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Horoscopes

Today is the 356th day of 
2024 and the first day of win-
ter.

TODAY’S HISTORY: 
In 1620, the Pilgrims 

went ashore at Plymouth 
Rock.

In 1913, the New York 
World newspaper published 
Arthur Wynne’s “Word-
Cross Puzzle,” the first cross-
word puzzle.

In 1937, Disney’s “Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs,” 
the first feature-length ani-
mated film, premiered.I

n 2012, the Walt Disney 
Company completed its 
$4.06 billion purchase of 
Lucasfilm Ltd.

TODAY’S BIRTH-
DAYS: Benjamin Disraeli 
(1804-1881), British prime 
minister; Josh Gibson (1911-
1947), baseball player; Joe 
Paterno (1926-2012), foot-
ball coach; Jane Fonda 
(1937- ), actress; Frank 
Zappa (1940-1993), musi-
cian; Samuel L. Jackson 
(1948- ), actor; Chris Evert 
(1954- ), tennis player; Ray 
Romano (1957- ), actor/
comedian; Florence Griffith 
Joyner (1959-1998), Olym-
pic track athlete; Kiefer 
Sutherland (1966- ), actor; 

Julie Delpy (1969- ), actress/
filmmaker; Steven Yeun 
(1983- ), actor.

TODAY’S FACT: “Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs,” 
derided by Hollywood insid-
ers as “Disney’s Folly” while 
it was in production, cost 
Disney Studios an estimated 
$1.5 million to create. Walt 
Disney mortgaged his home 
to help cover the unantici-
pated expenses.

TODAY’S SPORTS: In 
2010, the University of Con-
necticut Huskies women’s 
basketball team won its 89th 
consecutive game, setting a 
new Division I record for 
consecutive wins.

TODAY’S QUOTE: “I 
still feel like an immature 
idiot inside, but I look in the 
mirror and -- as a friend of 
mine once said -- this old guy 
keeps getting in the way.” -- 
Ray Romano

TODAY’S NUMBER: 41 
-- adult male passengers on 
the Mayflower who signed 
the Mayflower Compact 
before disembarking on 
Plymouth Rock.

TODAY’S MOON: 
Between full moon (Dec. 15) 
and last quarter moon (Dec. 
22).

Today in History

DO JUST ONE THING
by Danny Seo

If you love to craft with kids, it’s important to stock 
up on supplies that are free of harsh chemicals. Many 
products like ink pads, markers and craft paints can 
contain asthma-triggering chemicals or have high lev-
els of volatile organic compounds. The basic rule of 
thumb is, if the product has a smell, it’s likely chemical-
based. How do you avoid these products? Look for 
labels that say “nontoxic” or “water-based” for the 
cleanest options. And search online for ways to make 
DIY paints, play dough and even slime using all-natu-
ral ingredients.

Take nothing for granted. 
Strategize, reorganize and 
define the lifestyle that suits 
your needs. Putting your 
desires, time and energy into 
what makes you happy will 
allow you to embrace what 
you feel passionate about 
and make a difference. This 
year, your choices will be 
challenging. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
23-Dec. 21) -- Don’t step 
into an emotional trap. Be a 
good listener, keep your 
cards close to your chest, and 
don’t assume anything. 
Leave yourself open to take 
advantage of an opportunity.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- 
Jan. 19) -- Take the path 
that promises the most 
memorable journey. Your 
experiences will change your 
perspective on earning, 
spending and saving money. 
Nurturing is the way to win 
affection.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20- 
Feb. 19) -- A little charm 
mixed with living up to your 
promises will pay off. Com-
pleting your tasks will give 
you more downtime with 
someone you love. Get out 
there and get things done.

PISCES (Feb. 20- 
March 20) -- Put a budget 
in place before leaving home. 
Indecisiveness will lead to 
costly emotional mistakes. 
Overreacting and expecting 
too much from others will 
isolate you. 

ARIES (March 21-April 
19) -- Pay attention to the 
sidelines. A social event or 
fundraiser will bring you in 
contact with someone who 
piques your interest. Con-
nect the dots and consider 
the potential outcomes 
before you make a move.

TAURUS (April 20- 
May 20) -- Force your way 

forward and finish what you 
start. Time is of the essence, 
and wasting it on petty dis-
agreements won’t calm your 
nerves. Choose compromise 
over stubbornness.

GEMINI (May 21-June 
20) -- Spruce up your sur-
roundings and update your 
look. A new look will attract 
attention and give you the 
confidence to impress some-
one you’d like to get to know 
better.

CANCER (June 21-July 
22) -- Consider what you 
want to do next. A look at 
what’s trending profession-
ally will offer insight into 
how to redirect your energy. 
Use intelligence and experi-
ence to pursue your goal.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
-- You’ll need an outlet for 
pent-up energy. Whether 
you are still playing catch up 
and trying to take care of 
business or enjoying all the 
festive events, doing so with 
gusto will satisfy your soul.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22) -- A unique conversation 
with an elder will help you 
gain insight into possibilities 
you need to be aware of; 
however, verify information 
first to avoid overspending. A 
commitment will change 
how or where you live.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23) -- Get into the spirit of 
the season and take advan-
tage of any downtime. Com-
munication and travel will 
encourage you to consider 
new possibilities or potential 
moves.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
Nov. 22) -- Take a step back 
and observe. Discipline, 
focusing on something or 
someone you feel passionate 
about, or closing one door 
while opening another is in 
your best interest.

DELIVERY QUESTIONS:  If 
your paper hasn’t been delivered 
call our Circulation Department 
at 229-888-9300. Hours are 
8:30 am-5 pm weekdays, closed 
on holidays.
A customer service representa-
tive will assist you. Redelivery 
limited to Dougherty and South 
Lee County. Delivery credit is-
sued for other delivery areas.
DELIVERY BY MAIL QUES-
TIONS: If you subscribe by mail 

and are dissatisfied with delivery, 
ask your postmaster for a Con-
sumer Service Card and record 
your complaint. If this does not 
bring improvement, contact us, 
as well as the consumer advocate, 

U.S. Postal Service, Washington, 
D.C., 20036.
TO REPORT NEWS ITEMS: 
Email the editor at carlton.fletch-
er@albanyherald.com.
CLASSIFIED, DISPLAY OR 

ONLINE ADS: Advertising can 
be placed by phone and/or in 
person Monday-Friday, 8:30 am 
- 5 pm 229-888-9300. For clas-
sifieds and display/public notic-
es/online ads email Phil Cody at 
phil.cody@albanyherald.com.
Our office is at 306 W. Broad 
Ave., Albany, GA 31701.
BILLING: Business hours are 
Monday-Friday 8:30 am-5 pm, 
contact number: 229-888-9300.

The Albany Herald
MAIN OFFICE: 229-888-9300

SUBSCRIPTIONS: 229-888-9300
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‘Tis the Season ...
Freelance photographer Heather Melton took 

her camera out searching for impressive Christ-
mas decorations in and around Dawson, where 
she lives. The following display is a portion of the 
sights she discovered. 

By Heather Melton
news@albanyherald.com



Essentially, Rolling Stone “gonzo” 
journalist Hunter S. Thomp-
son famously observed back in 

the ’70s, “... (T)here’s no such thing 
as objective journalism. The phrase 
itself is a pompous contradiction 
in terms.” Actually, speaking from 
first-hand experience, I’m afraid I 
have to agree with Thompson.

I began my early broadcasting ca-
reer as a morning news reporter on 
a Talk Radio station, landing a job 
as an evening news anchor on a lo-
cal cable TV channel a few months 
later. Confident in my natural tal-
ent for gathering and reporting the 
news, I was sure that I’d soon be on 
my way to becoming the next Wal-
ter Cronkite. And, in recognizing 
my special gift, I was duty-bound 
to objectively “interpret” the news 
events of the day, in service to my 
grateful unenlightened masses.

If you sense a touch of pompos-
ity in my youthful self-assurance, 
you’d be right. I was convinced that 
it was my journalistic duty to redi-
rect misguided thinking.

Although laughable today, my self-
important delusions of grandeur 
matched perfectly with Thomp-
son’s observations. Having a mass 
media platform from which to in-
form is heady stuff. It takes some-
one with confident restraint to resist 
the temptation to deliver a straight 
news story without cloaking one’s 
bias in context or analysis.

To convey the complete idea of a 
story, the lead line in newspapers 
has traditionally relied on the five 
Ws: who, what, where, when and 
why. This ironclad rule persisted for 
more than a century. But sometime 

around the 1960s, journalists began 
embellishing the five Ws with inter-
pretation beyond “just the facts.”

In the early days of CNN, I philos-
ophized over lunch in Atlanta with 
one of the network heads. I asked 
him for his definition of news. He 
responded with an eloquent, if not 
lengthy, discourse on its meaning. 
After exhausting the topic, I coun-
tered with my own simple defini-
tion: News is the dissemination of 
information. End of story.

Ah, but here’s the rub. The world 
is overrun with an avalanche of un-
filtered news coming at us from all 
directions in all shapes and sizes 
every second. The human mind 
can’t comprehend this informa-
tion overload, so someone has to 
disseminate it. In the social me-
dia world, you have to be the dis-
seminator through the choices of 
the influencers you follow and the 
podcasts you listen to. In the pro-
fessional journalism world, an edi-
torial decision is made on the most 
important news stories to assign to 
Page 1, A Block or during the hour-
ly update. No matter how objective 
that decision-maker is, their opin-
ion on what’s most newsworthy in-
fluences what you read, see or hear 
in the mainstream news.

So there you have it. Even with 
impartial, balanced reporting with-
out the spin, one has to admit that 
there’s no such thing as truly ob-
jective journalism, nor can there 
ever be.

This brings us to the most hon-
est section of your newspaper — the 
editorial page. Here you will find 
opinions from the left, right and 

sometimes from the center. There’s 
no hidden agenda or bias disguised 
as news. You usually know which 
way the columnists lean. It’s their 
job to express their opinion, and it’s 
the reader’s job to agree, disagree or 
be persuaded to change their minds 
on a given subject. It may make you 
mad, sad, happy or thoughtful, but 
if you have that “ah-ha” moment, 
it makes the work of a columnist 
all worthwhile. Regardless, it pro-
motes that stimulating experience 
called critical thinking.

Since objectivity in the news is tru-
ly an oxymoron, the challenge then 
lies in what to do with the Op-Eds. 
Here, a balance of opinions on the 
editorial page becomes the crucial 
test of a paper’s true commitment 
to objectivity — something many 
will argue has been lost to even the 
oldest legacy newspaper companies 
in America.

Today, controversy is swirling 
around the editorial staffs and the 
owners of the New York Times, 
the Washington Post and the L.A. 
Times. Breaking precedent with a 
decades-long tradition, all three 
were prevented from endorsing a 
presidential candidate this election 
year. Some staffers even resigned 
in protest over this decision.

Jeff Bezos, Amazon founder, owner 
of the Washington Post and a self-
described centrist when it comes 
to political ideology, angered many 
when he prevented his editorial board 
from releasing their endorsement 
days before the election.

Even more sensational, Patrick 
Soon-Shiong, owner of the L.A. 
Times, took the endorsement ban one 

step further recently by announcing 
a soon-to-be implemented artificial-
intelligence (AI) feature that will 
act as a “bias meter” for both news 
and opinion. Quoted in “thewrap.
com” Soon-Shiong said, “... (Y)ou 
have a bias meter so that someone 
could understand as a reader that 
the source of the article has some 
level of bias.” He went on to say, 
“The reader can press a button and 
get both sides of that exact same 
story, based on that story, and then 
give comments. It is our obligation 
to ensure that our readers can tell 
what is news versus just opinion.”

On X (formally known as Twitter), 
Soon-Shiong wrote, “Every Amer-
ican’s views should be heard, and 
we will label opinion as ‘Voices’ ... 
Voices of California and of the USA.”

Is this the beginning of a new 
trend in news reporting? Will oth-
er media follow? Can AI be more 
trusted than all the disinformation, 
misinformation, malinformation, 
fake news, fact-checkers out there?

I wonder ...
Perhaps objective journalism will 

return after biased reporting starts 
getting the flag. We’ll still have to 
rely on managing editors to dissem-
inate the news, but maybe there’s 
still hope yet for journalism to re-
turn to its once respected status.

Maybe. To echo the words of the 
Great Communicator, “Trust, but 
verify.”

Will Thault, who recently moved 
from Albany to be closer to fam-
ily, is a retired businessman who 
has long been a regular contrib-

utor to The Albany Herald.

PAGE 5A ♦ SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2024

albanyherald.comop-ed
SATURDAY SQUAWKBOX       
SQUAWKBOX@ALBANYHERALD.COM

Since our governor did not in-
clude Dougherty/Albany as one 
of the six cities to get some of the 
$9 million he handed out for busi-
ness development, I bet preach-
er Lorenzo could give the county 
$2 or $3 million of the $5 million 
preacher Warnock gave him to re-
model 40 apartments. Is anyone 
listening?

Magnitudes of providence: It 
took the magnitude of Biden’s and 
Harris’ ineptness and mental in-
competence, to get such an incor-
rigible as Trump elected, to bring 
to ruin a nation once of such prom-
ise, to humble a people so lost in 
their depravity.

Stolen election? No way, squawk-
er. Democrats in D.C., the media, 
big-city DAs, leftie governors and 
the moronic Biden Administration 
gave Trump his victory on a plat-
ter. Countless lies and persistent  
persecution broke the “camel’s 
back” of American voters’ toler-
ance for idiots.

Although bought under seem-
ingly spurious plans, Phoebe has 
paid tax on Bruno’s property since 
2017.  In 2024, $63K tax on FMV 
of $3.3 million. The salient ques-
tion is why buy and hold property 
not needed? 

Let me get this straight: A county 
official wants to give himself even 
more power to manage KADB, yet 
our county commissioners hav-
en’t addressed litter as an issue 
in years, our recycling centers are 
poorly maintained, and commu-
nity clean-up events have become 
few and far between. Might he be 
looking for a pay raise, or am I 
missing something? 

Joe Biden’s Pentagon can’t tell 
you what those drones are doing 
flying over New Jersey or where 
they come from, yet they tell you 
they are not from foreign coun-
tries. Don’t trust them for a min-
ute.

The Rails to Trails fiasco shows 
what you get when you’ve got 
groups that don’t communicate 
with each other and self-important 
(local) politicians who unilaterally 
decide that they know what’s best 
for the community. The people 
voted for a trail; city officials, you 
owe a trail. Your integrity is zero.

The city/county sure wasted a 
lot of taxpayer money and risked 
first responders for someone who 
was nothing more than anoth-
er low-life. I know that’s not how 
they roll, but if the guy wanted to 
off himself, wouldn’t it be better to 
lend a hand?

Wynfield Park, please improve 
your housekeeping. Rooms are 
not being cleaned; bathrooms are 
smelling bad.

Man, we need an injection of 
Christmas spirit around these 
parts. It seems the majority of peo-
ple are simply going through the 
motions with no deep concerns 
about Jesus or Santa Claus. Do we 
not have reason to celebrate here?

Tee Taylor is Albany’s “Super-
woman.” She is a dynamic advo-
cate for the area’s seniors and just 
a wonderful person. Thank you, 
Miss Tee.

We have a new Christmas tradi-
tion we plan to add from this day 
forward: It won’t be Christmas in 
our family until the Allens light 
their leg lamp. Still one of the cool-
est stories of this year.

Another lab-produced bioweap-
on but worse than COVID. Be pre-
pared. It will probably arrive soon. 
The bird flu vaccine will kill just 
like the COVID vaccines did.

COLUMNIST       T. GAMBLE

Bedroom slipper menagerie on display
The world continues to spin 

and new tends emerge each 
day that baffle my poor, small, 

fragile brain. One trend that is not 
particularly new, but baffling none-
theless, is the need for seemingly 
normal human beings to go out in 
public wearing bedroom slippers. 
They are everywhere.

I have seen folks, in the middle of 
the day, wearing bedroom slippers 
in court, at Disney World and even 
once at a funeral. I guess the person 
was just so bereaved they could not 
even manage to put on shoes. Or 
maybe their mother made them go 
and they said, “Well, OK, but damn 
if I’m putting on good shoes just for 
Uncle Sam’s funeral.”

Nowhere is this trend more evi-
dent than the grocery store. You 
would think all grocery stores were 
running a special. “The person with 

the cutest bedroom shoes will get 
a free ham and a 64-ounce Orange 
Crush.”

Most of my life, people made sure 
they looked at least half-decent be-
fore going to the grocery store. Wom-
en would wear dresses. My mother 
would make me take a bath as a child 
and then wear decent clothes. The 
thought was you might see some-
one you know and you wanted to 
look presentable. I guess bedroom 
slippers now qualify as presentable.

Trust me, I’ve no room to talk. I 
now often go to the grocery store and 
get mistaken for a homeless man. 
I’ll wear a 20-year-old T-shirt, ten-
nis shoes with the bottoms coming 
apart and sweat pants. Of course, 
then I run into my old sixth-grade 
teacher who says, “I knew he wouldn’t 
amount to a thing.” I probably should 
just go ahead and put a pint of Early 

Times liquor in my back pocket to 
complete the picture.

You know if I were to wear bed-
room slippers to the grocery store, 
I think I would try to hide the fact 
and probably go at an off hour, like 
right before closing in hopes no 
one would notice. But let 
me tell you, folks today go 
at rush hour central, 5:15, 
and wear not only bedroom 
slippers and the required 
head wrap/bedroom cap, 
but the slippers also have 
large animal figures at the 
toes just in case you might 
otherwise miss the fact they came 
to the store in their slippers.

You know, “Look at me in my 
slippers. Yes, that is a giraffe head 
bouncing from my toes in front of 
my belly but not much in front of my 
belly.” Because, you see, bedroom 

slipper wearers must also have a 
belly that protrudes from under a 
too short T-shirt, or the ensemble 
is declared null and void. No self-
respecting bedroom slipper wear-
er would ever fail to flash the gut.

I am now surrounded in a sea of 
bedroom slippers that re-
semble Noah’s Ark. I can only 
wish that Noah had left a few 
of them off the ark. Wolves, 
elephants, dogs, cats, leop-
ards, tigers ... on and on it 
goes. What is next I don’t 
know. On the positive side, 
it does help to curb my ap-

petite so I don’t buy too much when 
I go. Unfortunately, at the liquor 
store it has the opposite effect. But, 
I guess, to each his on.

Email T. Gamble at  
wtg@colliergamble.com.

T. Gamble

COLUMNIST       WILL THAULT

Is objective journalism an oxymoron?

This year, I will be celebrating 
my first Christmas. What I 
mean to say is that I’ll be cel-

ebrating my first real Christmas, 
a Christmas in which I believe in 
goodwill toward men.

And how I got there is a true Christ-
mas miracle.

First, let me introduce myself. 
My name is Roxy. Well, at least 
that’s what it’s been for the last few 
months. Prior to then, I never really 
had a name. That’s because no one 
ever cared enough to give me one.

One day last August, the last per-
son who didn’t care enough to give 
me a name threw me out of the win-
dow of their truck somewhere along 
the side of the road. I only suffered 
a few cuts and bruises, so I guess I 
was pretty lucky. As bad as it was, it 
was still better than the alternative.

Getting thrown out of a moving 
truck wasn’t even the worst thing 
that happened. Suddenly, I was alone 
in the woods, leaving me to fend 
for myself. Not only did I not know 
where I was, I also didn’t know the 
first thing about living off the land.

But I did what I had to do. I ate 
scraps of food from discarded trash 
and drank from whatever puddles of 

water I could find. It wasn’t much, 
but it was enough to keep me going.

The man whose house I was sleep-
ing behind at the time put out a tarp 
for me to use for shelter. He jokingly 
called me “Flea-letia.” You can prob-
ably guess why.

It wasn’t long before another man 
started showing up every day in his 
truck. He was kind enough to give 
me food and water for a week or so. 
I could tell he wanted to pick me up 
and hold me in his arms. And he 
could tell I didn’t want him to. So 
we always kept our distance.

I was pretty skittish around hu-
mans at the time. I guess I had a 
right to be. Humans had never been 
very nice to me before.

One day, the man tempted me 
with some of his roast beef sand-
wich. I was so hungry that I couldn’t 
resist. I lunged for a bite, and that’s 
when the man wrapped his arms 
around me. He carried me to his 
truck, put me in the front seat and 
took me for a ride.

I had never been so afraid in my life.
The man took me to his house 

and introduced me to his wife. Her 
name is Kylee. Her husband’s name 
is Josh. I didn’t know it at the time, 

but I certainly know it now.
Josh had taken me into his home 

… so it could be mine. Forever. So I 
could live with my forever family. In 
what is now my forever life.

It’s funny how things work out 
sometimes. I was tossed out 
of one window at sunset one 
day and watching the sun-
rise from a different win-
dow the next. Fortunately, 
that second window is in a 
house, not part of a moving 
vehicle like the first.

My new family truly cares 
for me, that much I know. They 
named me Roxy because when they 
were children, Kylee and Josh both 
had dogs by that name. I guess that 
makes me a legacy of some kind.

I have a sister and a brother now 
as well: Rain and Blue. They’re both 
big Dobermanns. Me, I’m a rather 
small Schnauzer-Terrier mix. I didn’t 
weigh much when Josh found me, 
but I still need to take it easy over 
the holidays. I’m already up to 13 
(and pushing 14) pounds.

I love my life now. I play outside 
with my siblings most of the day 
and chase them all over the back-
yard. Then we all take a nap. Some 

days, if I’m not too tired, I chase af-
ter the chickens.

I even taught mom and dad a 
trick. If they pat themselves on the 
chest and call my name, I jump high 
enough for them to catch me. They 

seem impressed I can jump 
that high, but after what I’ve 
been through, I guess any-
thing is possible.

My parents take me every-
where with them. In fact, I 
went to my first family holi-
day party recently. They even 
dressed me up in a Christmas 

sweater for the occasion.
I live such a quiet, simple life now. 

A quiet, simple life that’s full of love. 
I couldn’t have ever imagined a bet-
ter Christmas present.

But I have to admit, my ginger-
bread man chew toy was a pretty 
great gift, too. At least it was be-
fore Rain and Blue chewed through 
whatever made it squeak.

Scott Ludwig is an Albany Her-
ald columnist, a University of 
Florida alumnus and an inde-

pendent writer/author who lives 
in Senoia. All of his books can be 

found on Amazon.

COLUMNIST       SCOTT LUDWIG

The forever gift of Christmas

Scott Ludwig



I’ve been receiving lots of urgent emails. 
“Where are your stories on Facebook, 
Sean?” one email reads.

“Sean, you’re not on Facebook, are you in 
a coma?” “Sean, our pills are guaranteed to 
enhance your love life, call today.”

People on Facebook have theories about 
where I’ve gone. Some are asking whether I 
am ill, whether I’m on vacation, or whether 

I am still, technically, alive.
Like this Facebook mes-

sage: “I recently heard Sean 
is not on Facebook because 
he is dead. I was heartbro-
ken, is this true? Will some-
one please let us know if 
there is an estate sale?”

The truth is, I did not quit 
Facebook. I am in Facebook jail. This means 
that, among other things, whatever I post on 
Facebook is either deleted or suppressed so 
that only my uncle sees it.

It’s unclear why Facebook banned me, 
since I never talk politics, I don’t use foul 
language and I do not post naked pictures 
very often.

But the truth is, since I was booted off 
Facebook, I’ve found enormous freedom 
without it. I still write every day, and I still 
share my work on my website and via email. 
But I feel less restrained.

I’ve been posting on Facebook every day 
since this column started 10 years ago. 
That’s 10 years of posts, never missing a day, 
like a clinically insane person.

What I didn’t realize was how the plat-
form, over time, has molded me in its own 
image. Facebook trains its users with re-
wards and punishments. If you post some-
thing Facebook agrees with, the algorithm 
awards you with tons of likes. It’s exactly like 
playing slot machines, only no free drinks.

This is why at one point hundreds of thou-
sands of Facebook users started making vid-
eos of things they knew the algorithm would 
like. Things like cute puppies. Because it 
was a well-known fact that the Facebook al-
gorithm once rewarded pictures of puppies. 
At one point, the dog-posts got so weird that 
mega-corporations began using puppies to 
advertise their products.

You’d be scrolling your newsfeed and you’d 
see dogs wearing Home Depot aprons, or 

drinking from Coca-Cola bottles, or pur-
chasing life insurance, etc.

But God help you if you ever wrote some-
thing Facebook didn’t like. You were pun-
ished immediately. If you wrote, for exam-
ple, about religion, they suppressed you. If 
you even mentioned the word “immigrant,” 
bye bye. Canadian wildfires? Suppression. 
If you typed the word Ukraine or Israel? See 
you later. If you referenced — even casually 
— a competing social media platform such 
as “TikTok,” game over.

And if you so much as mention the Civil 
War, may heaven have mercy on your soul.

I once wrote a column about visiting 
Chickamauga National Park, where a piv-
otal Civil War battle was fought. A sacred 
place where thousands of Americans died. 
Within minutes, my post was removed, in-
forming me that I was in violation of “com-
munity standards.”

Meantime, Facebook’s “community 
standards” allowed millions of video clips 
depicting an actual beheading to circulate 
on newsfeeds.

Another instance — I am not making this 
up — I wrote a column during the pandem-
ic about Santa Claus, visiting the children 
of the world. The column was promptly re-
moved because of “false information.”

I could do this all day.
Once, I wrote about visiting the Coon-

hound Cemetery in Cherokee, Alabama, a 
place where more than 300 hunters have 
buried their coonhounds. The post was re-
moved. Facebook threatened to cancel my 
account because “coonhound” was consid-
ered “hate speech.”

And don’t even get me started on what 
Facebook did when I wrote about visiting 
Sugar Tit, South Carolina.

But today, I don’t have to worry about 
these things anymore. I can write freely, 
without worrying whether I’m going to of-
fend the Facebook gods. I can be myself. I 
still refuse to talk politics, and I still do not 
use cuss words.

But I might show you some naked pic-
tures of my dog.

Sean Dietrich is a columnist and novelist  
known for his commentary on life  

in the American South. 

Doing my time in Facebook jail
COLUMNIST       SEAN DIETRICH

“He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.”

Revelation 21:7

Sean Dietrich

“I am no better, and neither are you. We 
are the same in whatever we do.”

— Sly & the Family Stone

The funeral was an elaborate affair, 
one befitting the legacy of the de-
parted.

He’d become something of a local titan 
of industry, wealthy beyond most people’s 
capacity to imagine, his name known far 
and wide. There were those, yes, who called 
him names like “skinflint,” “tightwad” 
“Scrooge” and other similar sobri-
quets for those who refused to help 
the less fortunate. But most in the 
community gave him the respect of 
his position.

Several prominent people — many 
of them well-known in the state — 
spoke at the funeral service, lauding 
the departed for “pulling himself 
up by his bootstraps” and making 
himself a success. The community’s elite 
packed the sanctuary of the church that the 
late businessman had attended, and church 
officials made certain the occasion was one 
“befitting such an important man.”

Traffic in the community was held up for 
a lengthy period while a funeral proces-
sion several blocks long wound its way to 
the cemetery selected to be the great man’s 
final resting place. Most who attended the 
funeral service came to the gravesite to see 
the honoree off.

The local news media offered any num-
ber of special articles and features to pay 
fitting tribute to the departed. Local and 
state dignitaries were quoted, and the gist 
of most such tributes was that this commu-
nity would most likely see few the likes of 
this man in coming years.

Local government officials talked of put-
ting together some kind of suitable tribute 
to the great man; there remain ongoing 
discussions about some kind of “naming 
ceremony” that might pay suitable homage 
to the legacy of the great man.

Meanwhile ...
Across town, in the parts of the city where 

residents usually lock themselves in their 
homes once the sun goes down and where 

the only people who concerned themselves 
with the community’s loss of the great man 
were those who worked for him, wonder-
ing if their jobs were safe, a man not well-
known outside his neighborhood was laid 
to rest on the same day.

The man was not, by general standards, 
any kind of “prominent citizen.” He had a 
nice home that he kept in pristine condi-
tion, and he and his wife raised four chil-
dren to be professionals, all college grad-
uates who’d built successful careers and 
families. He did not donate funds to local 

charities — such would not fit in 
his budget — but he supported his 
church, and he volunteered to serve 
on his Neighborhood Watch group, 
and he helped coach youth sports 
teams while his kids were playing.

Friends described this humble 
citizen as a “giant, gentle man,” not-
ing that he was “as devoted a family 
man as there is in the community.”

Friends and neighbors dropped by the 
departed’s home to bring food to the man’s 
wife and family members who came to 
town for the funeral, and many of the peo-
ple who knew the man attended his fu-
neral. Unlike the procession that came to 
honor the businessman, there was sparse 
attendance at this humble man’s funeral. 
His family and close neighbors were there, 
and so were a few of his co-workers and 
church members.

But it was a Saturday, and folks had 
things to do.

The services for these two men were as 
dissimilar as possible, and that’s one of the 
vagaries of life. But the fact that their final 
services were held at virtually the same 
time underscores the truth that, in the end, 
the humble and the exalted are the same. 
And while the wealth of one far surpassed 
that of the other, neither was able to buy nor 
talk his way into one more second of life.

And, although the crowds that flocked to 
the first funeral and sang the great man’s 
praises probably would not agree, neither 
man left this earth any better than the other. 

Email Carlton Fletcher at  
carlton.fletcher@albanyherald.com.

A man’s lasting impact is  
in the eye of the beholder

FROM THE EDITOR       CARLTON FLETCHER

Carlton 
Fletcher
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Being something of a smart aleck, I’ve 
sometimes joked that while I may 
look white, actually I’m Irish. All 

eight of my great-grandparents were born 
there. Indeed, there was a time dur-
ing the Great Potato Famine of 1845-
’52 when my ancestors endured 
conditions similar to black enslaved 
people in America. Millions of Irish 
peasants starved even as the coun-
try exported plentiful foodstuffs 
guarded by British soldiers. Had 
they been enslaved, they might have 
been fed.

So the Irish fled to America in “coffin 
ships,” so-called because many thousands 
failed to survive the journey. The best way I 
know to understand this historical tragedy 
is to read Joseph O’Connor’s terrific novel 
“Star of the Sea.”

(Joseph is the older brother of Sinead 
O’Connor, the singer whose recent death 
was mourned all over Ireland. A talented 
family, the O’Connors of Glenageary.)

Nor were the Irish, being Catholic, par-
ticularly welcome in America. But so what? 
None of that has affected my own life in 
any practical way. Nor have I noticed that 
Irish Americans behave better than any-
body else when it comes to race.

(In the old country, of course, they’ve 
only recently quit murdering each other 
over what’s basically a 17th-century reli-
gious quarrel. I once asked a correspond-
ent in Belfast how they could tell each other 
apart, as on TV they all looked like my un-
cles and cousins. The shoes, she responded. 
The shoes.)

My first great literary hero was the im-
mortal Irish satirist Jonathan Swift. The 
first time my wife saw tears in my eyes was 
visiting his tomb in St. Patrick’s Cathedral, 
Dublin. He’d died in 1745, author of perhaps 
the most penetrating antiracist essay in the 
English language. An Anglican clergyman 
marooned for life in his native Ireland, 
Swift thought of himself as an Englishman.

But the appalling poverty of the native 
Irish troubled him, so he wrote “A Modest 
Proposal,” a pseudonymous essay propos-
ing a useful reform: “I have been assured 
by a very knowing American of my ac-
quaintance in London, that a young healthy 
child well nursed, is, at a year old, a most 
delicious, nourishing and wholesome food, 
whether stewed, roasted, baked or boiled; 
and I make no doubt that it will equally 
serve in a fricassee or a ragout.”

The author expressed confidence that 
his proposal would be well-received by 
absentee English “landlords, who, as they 
have already devoured most of the parents, 
seem to have the best title to the children.”

The 1729 pamphlet was published anon-
ymously, because had its authorship been 
proven — although pretty much every-

body in Ireland could guess who’d written 
it — Swift could have been imprisoned, or 
worse.

Anyway, here’s where I’m going with all 
this: Because I am, in fact, white, and be-
cause Irish history threatens no vested 
American interests, nobody has ever sug-

gested that my studying it is in any 
way improper. Nor, certainly, tried 
to ban it. Had Swift been a black 
man, I’m sure his works would be 
illegal in Florida. Arkansas too.

Consider the scene in “Gulliver’s 
Travels” where the gigantic hero ex-
tinguishes a fire in the Lilliputian 
queen’s chambers by pissing on it 

(the author’s response to Queen Anne’s 
ingratitude for services done the crown). 
Not to mention the scene where enormous 
teenaged Brobdingnagian girls perch tiny 
Gulliver on their nipples. Whoa, Nelly!

Moms for Liberty, which is what they’re 
calling the United Daughters of the Con-
federacy these days, would banish the nov-
el from every library in the land.

I think my favorite moment during the 
absurd controversy over Florida’s and Ar-
kansas’ efforts to ban Advanced Placement 
African American history classes from be-
ing taught in public schools was when Gov. 
Ron DeSantis’ Department of Education 
published a letter claiming, “The content of 
this course is inexplicably contrary to Flor-
ida law.”

Meaning they can’t explain it. Not what 
they intended to say, I suspect. This is what 
happens when you enlist semiliterate ideo-
logues to defend us white folks from ...

Well, from what?
As near as I can tell, from history itself, 

and from the idea that black citizens of a 
state — where chattel slavery was legal un-
til 1865 and Jim Crow segregation laws re-
placed it right up to the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, and where race riots and lynchings 
were not uncommon — just might have a 
perspective on its history different from 
the white majority’s.

DeSantis’ slogan is literally “Florida is 
where woke goes to die.”

In Arkansas, Gov. Sarah Sanders, too, 
derides the very idea of an African Amer-
ican perspective as “critical race theory” 
and “indoctrination.” Black people have no 
legitimate point of view, and it’s literally 
illegal to say otherwise in a public-school 
classroom. Here in the United States of 
America.

So where does that leave somebody like 
me, an aging white man whose education 
in these matters has been sadly neglected?

Thinking maybe I need to take that Afri-
can American history course.

Arkansas Times columnist Gene Lyons is 
a National Magazine Award winner and 
co-author of “The Hunting of the Presi-
dent” (St. Martin’s Press, 2000). Email 
Lyons at eugenelyons2@yahoo.com.

Is Irish American history woke?

Gene Lyons

COLUMNIST       GENE LYONS
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
  Lanier Engineering Inc (24-081) has submitted an application to the 
Albany Dougherty Planning Commission requesting that the Official Zon-
ing Map of Dougherty County, Georgia, be amended to rezone a 4.095-
acre portion of a 59.05-acre parcel from AG (Agricultural District) to C-R 
(Community Residential Multiple Dwelling District) property is at 1021 
Cordele Road, (00136/00001/007). The rezoning request aims to oper-
ate a recovery residence for women. The applicant is Lanier Engineering 
Inc., and the Owner is Emory Keith Griffis Sr.  District 6

Lanier Engineering Inc (24-080) has submitted an application to the 
Albany Dougherty Planning Commission requesting Special Approval to 
operate a Recovery Residence for Women on a 4.095-acre portion of a 
59.05-acre parcel at 1021 Cordele Road (00136/00001/007), if rezoned 
to C-R (Community Residential Multiple Dwelling District). The applicant 
is Lanier Engineering Inc., and the Owner is Emory Keith Griffis Sr.  Dis-
trict 6

The Albany Dougherty Planning Commission will conduct a public 
hearing on these requests on Thursday, January 2, 2025, at 2:00 
p.m. at the Government Center, 222 Pine Avenue, Room 100, Albany, 
GA. Based on the information presented at the public meeting, the Plan-
ning Commission will forward its recommendation to the Board of County 
Commissioners.

The Dougherty County Board of Commissioners will conduct a 
public hearing on Monday, January 27, 2025, at 10:00 a.m. in the 
Government Center, 222 Pine Avenue, Room 100, Albany, GA 31701.  

Meetings of the Albany Dougherty Planning Commission and the Dough-
erty County Board of Commissioners are open to the public. Those wish-
ing to speak or provide comments should contact the Planning & Devel-
opment Services Department at (229) 438-3901, Monday through Friday, 
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., before the meeting for additional information.

As set forth in the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, Dougherty 
County does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the admission 
or access to or treatment or employment in its programs or activities. 
The Human Resources Department has been designated to coordinate 
compliance with the non-discrimination requirements contained in sec-
tion 35.107 of the Department of Justice Regulations. Information con-
cerning the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act and the 
rights provided there is available at the Office of Human Resources. 
Dougherty County will assist citizens with special needs given proper 
notice (7 working days). Any requests for reasonable accommodations 
required by individuals to fully participate in an open meeting, program, 
or activity of the City of Albany, Georgia, should be directed to Paul 
Forgey, AICP, 240 Pine Avenue, Suite 300, Albany, Georgia, 31701, (229) 
438-3901.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

  Lanier Engineering Inc (24-079) has submitted an application to 
the Albany Dougherty Planning Commission requesting that the Official 
Zoning Map of Dougherty County, Georgia, be amended to rezone a 
43.895-Acre parcel from M-2 (Heavy Industrial District) to R-2 (Sin-
gle-Family Residential District). The property is at 826 Lockett Station 
(00329/00003/001). The purpose of the rezoning is to construct sin-
gle-family residential uses. The property owner is Coleson LLC, and the 
applicant is Lanier Engineering Inc.  Ward 4

  The Albany Dougherty Planning Commission will conduct a pub-
lic hearing on this request on Thursday, January 2, 2025, at 2:00 
p.m. at the Government Center, 222 Pine Avenue, Room 100, Albany, 
GA. Based on the information presented at the public meeting, the 
Planning Commission will forward its recommendations to the Board of 
City Commissioners.

The City of Albany Board of Commissioners will conduct a public 
hearing on Tuesday, January 21, 2025, at 8:30 a.m. in the Gov-
ernment Center, 222 Pine Avenue, Room 100, Albany, GA 31701.  

Meetings of the Albany Dougherty Planning Commission and the City 
of Albany Board of Commissioners are open to the public.

Those wishing to speak or provide comments should contact the Plan-
ning & Development Services Department before the meeting at (229) 
438-3901, Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

As set forth in the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the City of 
Albany does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the admission 
or access to or treatment or employment in its programs or activities. 
The Human Resources Department has been designated to coordinate 
compliance with the non-discrimination requirements contained in sec-
tion 35.107 of the Department of Justice Regulations. Information con-
cerning the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act and the 
rights provided there is available at the Office of Human Resources.

The City of Albany will assist citizens with special needs given proper 
notice (7 working days). Any requests for reasonable accommodations 
required by individuals to fully participate in an open meeting, pro-
gram, or activity of the City of Albany, Georgia, should be directed 
to Paul Forgey, AICP, 240 Pine Avenue, Suite 300, Albany, Georgia, 
31701, (229) 438-3901.

ALBANY – We have many 
Christmas decorations, but 
one of my favorites is a trea-
sure, our first Nativity set. In 
1984, my young son, Levi, 
and I went to a yard sale on 
Lincoln Avenue. How did I 
know about it? By seeing it 
advertised in the want ads of 
The Albany Herald. Some-
one was selling a Nativity 
set for $30.

Back then, we didn’t have 
a lot of extra money, but I 
knew where I could get some 
cash. You see, I had been sav-
ing S&H Green Stamps that 
I had gotten from shopping 
at the Piggly Wiggly. When 
you bought groceries, you got 
these stamps and you pasted 
them in the S&H booklets. You 
could then go to the S&H Store 
and redeem them for cash or 
other items. I had been sav-
ing them up, so we went to 
the store and redeemed them 
for $30, just enough to buy 
that Nativity set.

On a crisp December morn-
ing, we hit the yard sale, and 
there it was! It had not been 
sold yet. There was Jesus in 
a manger with Mary and Jo-
seph. There were animals, 

a shepherd boy, and three 
kings. They were all charac-
ters that symbolize the birth 
of Christ. The figurines were 
hand-painted and had Italy 
on the bottom of each one. 
They were all placed in and 
around a stable made of wood, 
moss, and straw.

I knew that this Nativity 
scene would become a part 
of our family’s Christmas tra-
ditions. We went home and 
placed it in the living room, 
and Levi set the figurines out. 
He would do this every year 
until he got older and had a 
family of his own.

Now, I set it on the dining 
room table each Christmas. 
It’s the table that I grew up 
with at my parents’ house. It 
has large pine planks that have 
nails hammered in them. The 
legs are ornate with glass balls 
at the bottom for support. My 
father and grandfather had 
built it. It is a prized posses-
sion of mine. What a grand 
setting for our Nativity set!

How I love Christmas and 
bringing out our treasures that 
have memories so dear. Our 
Nativity scene is the star of 
our home at Christmas. Mat-
thew 2:10 says, “When they 
saw the star they were over-
joyed.” It led the three wise 
men to Jesus. They present-
ed Him gifts of gold, frank-
incense and myrrh. Just as 
they were overjoyed, I am 
filled with joy to bring out 
the Nativity set each year.

We now have several Nativ-
ity scenes. Each one is grand 
in its own way, but none can 
compare to our first Nativity 
set that we bought that beau-
tiful day in December 1984.

May you be blessed this 
Christmas and enjoy this 
special time of year. When 
you look at a star, revel in its 
beauty and remember that 
Christmas of long ago.

ATLANTA –  Georgia en-
ergy regulators have signed 
off on a 3.5% rate increase for 
customers of Georgia Power.

Members of the state Public 
Service Commission unani-
mously approved the increase, 
which will raise average resi-
dential customer bills by $5.48 
per month.

The rate hike is the latest of 

a series of increases the PSC 
has granted Georgia Power 
during the last couple of years 
that have raised monthly bills 
by more than $40.

Two of those rate hikes were 
associated with the completion 
of two new nuclear reactors at 
Georgia Power’s Plant Vogtle. 
The second of those new units 
went into full commercial op-
eration last spring.

Another rate increase the 
commission approved in May 

of last year was to help offset 
rising fuel costs.

While Commissioner Lau-
ren “Bubba” McDonald voted 
for the latest rate increase, 
he questioned the timing of 
Georgia Power’s request, just 
as inflated food and gasoline 
prices are beginning to come 
down.

“We need (to do) everything 
we can to hold down rate in-
creases ... and give America a 
chance to breathe again,” Mc-

Donald said when the proposed 
rate hike came before the PSC’s 
Energy Committee last week.

Brandon Marzo, a lawyer 
representing Georgia Power, 
told commissioners the Atlan-
ta-based utility sympathizes 
with McDonald’s position but 
that the rate hike is necessary.

“The investments related 
to this ... are being made and 
have been made,” Marzo said.

The rate increase will take 
effect Jan. 1.
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By Dave Williams
Capitol Beat News Service

Georgia Power rate hikes start in January

Donna Anderson
Citizen Journalist

Nativity set has become centerpiece 
of local Christmas celebration

Phoebe nurse honored 
with DAISY Award for 
compassionate NICU care

ALBANY –  Brandi Calhoun, 
an NICU nurse at Phoebe Put-
ney Memorial Hospital, has 
been awarded the prestigious 
DAISY Award for Extraordi-
nary Nurses for her excep-
tional care and compassion.

A recent patient’s family 
shared their heart-felt story, de-
scribing how Calhoun provided 
support during a challenging 
time. The patient’s newborn, 
born via C-section at another 
hospital in southwest Georgia, 
was transferred to Phoebe’s 
NICU due to breathing issues. 
From their first conversation 
to the day their newborn was 
discharged, the family says 
Calhoun’s compassionate care 
left a lasting impact.

“Her compassion for the 
babies in the NICU and her 
love for her job is very easy 
to see,” the family wrote in 
their nomination. “We cannot 
thank her enough for easing 
our minds during such a dif-
ficult time. She was amazing.”

Calhoun is recognized for her 
ability to make families feel 
at ease, greeting them with a 
smile, answering their ques-
tions without judgment, and 
demonstrating extraordinary 
dedication to her patients.

The DAISY Award, present-
ed in memory of J. Patrick 
Barnes, honors nurses who go 
above and beyond in provid-
ing excellent care. Calhoun’s 
commitment to her patients 
and families exemplifies the 
very best in nursing, Phoebe 
officials said.

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

Special Photo: Phoebe
Brandi Calhoun, an NICU nurse at Phoebe Putney Memorial 
Hospital, has been awarded the prestigious DAISY Award for 
Extraordinary Nurses for her exceptional care and compas-
sion.

Special Photo: Donna Anderson
This Nativity set is the centerpiece for decorations during the 
Christmas season for the author and her family.



ATLANTA –  The state is 
lifting a moratorium on drilling 
new irrigation wells in parts 
of southwest Georgia that has 
been in effect for more than 
a decade.

Gov. Brian Kemp announced 
Wednesday that the Georgia 
Environmental Protection 
Division will begin accepting 
applications for groundwater 
withdrawal permits from farm-
ers on April 1. Applications 
must include drought-related 
measures aimed at ensuring 
the long-term viability of wa-
ter supplies along the Lower 
Flint and Chattahoochee riv-
er basins.

“As Georgia farmers continue 
to recover from the devastating 
impacts of Hurricane Helene, 
I could not be more proud to 
deliver this good news,” Kemp 
said. “I am grateful to the EPD 

for their diligent and hard work 
in ensuring that our state is 
on a path that protects both 
Georgia farmers and our wa-
ter resources.”

The EPD imposed the mora-
torium on new irrigation wells 
in 2012 in response to a two-
year drought that dried up 
one stream and significantly 

decreased flows in others.
The agency eased the ban 

last year by lifting it during 
periods when frost threatened 
crops. But farmers complained 
that lifting the ban only for the 
limited time of the year when 
freezes are a concern didn’t go 
far enough.

Wednesday’s announcement 

cited extensive scientific re-
search conducted since 2012 
that has left the EPD confi-
dent the time is right to lift 
the moratorium completely.

“Our metering program 
has gathered extensive data 
strengthening our technical 
understanding of surface water 
and groundwater in the Low-
er Flint,” EPD Director Jeff 
Cown said. “We look forward 
to working with all water us-
ers as they obtain these newly 
developed permits.”

Technological improvements 
during the last decade are al-
lowing farmers to better track 
the amount of water they’re 
using to irrigate their crops. 

That ability to measure 
groundwater use was among 
the arguments lawyers for the 
state used to prevail in a long-
running legal battle over wa-
ter allocation against Florida 
and Alabama.

AMERICUS –  The late 
Charlie Bass of Albany was 
awarded a posthumous de-
gree at Georgia Southwest-
ern State University’s re-
cent fall commencement 
ceremony. His widow, Shey 
Bass, accepted the framed 
degree onstage, drawing a 
standing ovation from the 
crowd.

A designated seat, where 
Bass would have sat, was 
adorned with a photo of 
him. Bass was pursuing his 
specialist degree in Teach-
er Leadership and was set 
to graduate this Decem-
ber alongside several of his 
close friends. However, he 
passed away in April 2024, 
just two classes shy of com-
pleting his degree.

“This moment is a testa-

ment to his unyielding de-
termination and passion for 
learning,” Shey Bass wrote 
in a Facebook post. “[He] 
was the epitome of persever-
ance — whatever he set his 
mind to, he accomplished 
with unwavering focus and 
commitment. His dedica-
tion to his education and 
his drive to better himself 
inspire me every day.

“I want to express my 
heartfelt gratitude to Geor-
gia Southwestern for their 
kindness, support, and for 
recognizing [his] hard work 
and achievements. This de-
gree is more than just a mile-
stone; it is a reflection of 
his incredible spirit and a 
legacy that will continue to 
motivate us all.”

The two ceremonies rec-
ognized 587 fall graduates 
earning bachelor’s, master’s 
and specialist degrees from 

the College of Arts and Sci-
ences, College of Business 
and Computing, College of 
Education, and College of 
Nursing and Health Sci-
ences.

Among the diverse grad-
uate population were stu-
dents from 23 states and 12 
countries, ranging in age 
from 19 to 66. Some fully 
online students, stepping 
foot on campus for the first 
time, traveled from as far 
as Germany, Canada, and 
California. 

Additionally, 94 gradu-
ates earned their second 
degrees from GSW, becom-
ing Double Canes, while 33 
earned their third, becom-
ing Triple Canes.

Teresa MacCartney, chief 
operating officer at the Uni-
versity System of Georgia 
and former interim pres-
ident at GSW, delivered 

the keynote address. She 
shared three important life 
lessons: embrace opportu-
nities, take up space, and 
be present in the moment.

“Georgia Southwestern 
State University is a world-
class institution,” MacCart-
ney said. “[It is] one of the 
most affordable in the coun-
try and, more importantly, 
it sits within the communi-
ty of Americus, which is an 
asset to this institution.”

The Macebearer was Ja-
mie MacLennan, president 
of Faculty Senate and pro-
fessor of sociology, and the 
Grand Marshal was Sam 
Peavy, professor of geology.

T h e  c e r e m o n y  w a s 
livestreamed and recorded 
on GSW’s YouTube channel. 
Pictures from the day can 
be found in GSW’s Gradu-
ation Fall 2024 Facebook 
album.

TIFTON –  Abraham Bald-
win Agricultural College’s Jeff 
Newberry, a Writing and Com-
munication professor, has been 
nominated for the prestigious 
Pushcart Prize for a poem in 
his most recent book or poetry, 
‘How to Talk about the Dead.”

The book, dedicated to the 
author’s parents, delves into the 

complexities of the past 
and draws inspiration 
from their childhoods 
as sharecroppers’ kids 
in rural south Georgia. 
Through these poems, 
Newberry explores the 
ways in which we re-
member, honor, and 
preserve our personal histories.

The nominated poem, “The 
Dead Father Speaks,” has been 
nominated for the prize by the 

editors at Redhawk 
Publications, who pub-
lished his book.

The Pushcart Prize: 
Best of the Small Press-
es series, published ev-
ery year since 1976, is 
the most honored liter-
ary project in America 

-- including Highest Honors 
from the American Academy 
of Arts and Letters. Hundreds 
of presses and thousands of 

writers of short stories, poetry 
and essays have been repre-
sented in this annual collec-
tion, which is one of the last 
surviving literary co-ops from 
the ‘60s and ‘70s.

“’The Dead Father Speaks’ 
was an inversion of what I usu-
ally do,” Newberry said. “So 
much of ‘How to Talk about 
the Dead’ is about trying to 
connect with the past. I wanted 
to write from the other side, so 

to speak, and I asked myself 
what a father might say to a son 
who spends his life constantly 
seeking a lost dad. ‘The Dead 
Father Speaks’ is an attempt 
at empathy. I wanted to try 
to understand the gruff, dis-
tant fathers that I often write 
about. I think that the poem 
gave me a new understanding 
of my dad.”

“Dr. Newberry’s poetry is 
both profound and accessible, 

and none more so than the 
‘The Dead Father Speaks,’” 
Cyndy Hall, ABAC’s head of 
the Department of English 
and Communication, said. 
“This nomination reflects what 
our department has known all 
along, that Dr. Newberry is a 
premier poet. We are certainly 
fortunate to have him teach-
ing ABAC’s students.”

Award winners are expect-
ed to be named in early 2025.
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By Dave Williams
Capitol Beat News Service

ABAC’s Newberry nominated for prestigious poetry prize
Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com
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GSW awards posthumous 
degree at fall commencement

Jeff Newberry

Special Photo: GSW
GSW President Michelle Johnston, right, presents a posthumous degree to Shey Bass, wife of the late Charlie Bass.

Man who advertised 
machine guns, 
ghost guns on social 
media pleads guilty

COLUMBUS –  A Colum-
bus resident who was advertis-
ing the sale of fully automat-
ic weapons on social media 
— including ghost guns and 
machine guns — has pleaded 
guilty to trafficking firearms 
resulting from a Project Safe 
Neighborhoods investigation.

Matthew Azor, 19, pleaded 
guilty to firearms trafficking 
before U.S. District Judge Clay 
Land on Dec. 17. Azor faces a 
maximum of 15 years in prison 
to be followed by at least three 
years of supervised release 
and a maximum $250,000 
fine. Sentencing will be deter-
mined by the court. There is no 
parole in the federal system.

“Matthew Azor illegally sold 
machine guns and ghost guns 
on social media, making the 
deadliest of weapons readily 
available to dangerous indi-
viduals,” U.S. Attorney Peter 
D. Leary said. “Our office and 
law enforcement partners con-
tinue to prioritize prosecutions 
against those responsible for 
gun violence in Columbus and 
across the Middle District of 
Georgia.”

“The illegal trafficking of ma-
chine guns and ghost guns poses 
an unacceptable threat to the 
safety of our neighborhoods,” 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives As-
sistant Special Agent in Charge 
Beau Kolodka said. “ATF will 
not waver in its mission to stop 
dangerous weapons from fall-
ing into the hands of criminals 
and will relentlessly pursue 
those who profit from this 
lawlessness.”

“Illegal firearms, especially 
machine guns and ghost guns, 
are a direct threat to public 
safety,” Columbus Police Chief 

Stoney Mathis said. “We re-
main committed to working 
alongside our federal part-
ners to remove these danger-
ous weapons from the streets 
and hold those responsible 
accountable.”

According to plea agreement 
and other statements refer-
enced in court, on Jan. 18, in-
vestigators with the Columbus 
Police Department’s Gang Unit 
contacted Azor, who was ad-
vertising Glock switches and 
firearms equipped with ma-
chine gun conversion devices 
for sale on social media. On 
Jan. 26, an undercover agent 
with ATF contacted Azor and 
arranged for the purchase of 
machine guns. Azor confirmed 
with the UC that he had fire-
arms that functioned as ma-
chine guns available; specifi-
cally, an AR pistol and a Glock.

The UC met Azor in Colum-
bus and paid $1,100 for the 
following: a Glock model 17 
9x19mm caliber firearm with 
an attached switch to convert 
the semi-automatic pistol to a 
rapid-fire machine gun; a pri-
vately made AR-styled pistol 
also known as a ghost gun; 
and three rounds of assorted 
9mm ammunition.

ATF agents examined the 
firearms and determined the 
Glock model 17 was able to fire 
fully automatic and the ghost 
gun was semi-automatic. A few 
weeks later, the UC arranged 
for the purchase of a fully au-
tomatic firearm and a Glock 
machine gun conversion de-
vice that Azor claimed he had 
for sale. On Feb. 29, the UC 
met Azor and purchased the 
following: a PA-15 AR-pistol 
with a loaded magazine and 
a purported Glock MCD. ATF 
agents later examined those 
firearms and determined both 
were not machine guns.

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

State to lift ban on new irrigation wells
AMERICUS –  The Jus-

tice Department is suing 
the city of Brunswick for 
trying to close a homeless 
shelter.

The federal suit charges 
the city with violating the 
federal Religious Land Use 
and Institutionalized Per-
sons Act through its efforts 
to interfere with and per-
manently close The Well, a 
faith-based shelter affiliated 
with the United Methodist 
Church.

“Federal law protects the 
right of religious groups 
such as The Well to use their 
land to help others,” Assis-
tant U.S. Attorney General 
Kristen Clarke of the Justice 
Department’s Civil Rights 
Division said. “The division 
will continue to vindicate 
the rights of groups to exer-
cise their religion and fight 

local laws that unlawfully 
restrict those rights.”

The city began working to 
close the shelter after city 
officials blamed The Well in 
connection with unrelated 
criminal activity. Although 
The Well adopted safety and 
security measures suggest-
ed by the Brunswick Police 
Department, the city filed 
suit in state court seeking 
to close the shelter.

“We will take the steps 
necessary, including filing 
suit, to protect religious 
exercise against unreason-
able and improper restric-
tions,” Jill Steinberg, U.S. 
attorney for the Southern 
District of Georgia, said. 
“This office will steadfast-
ly defend against unlawful 
local action the right of in-
stitutions like The Well to 
lawfully use their land to 
help their community as 
an expression of their re-
ligious beliefs.”

By Dave Williams
Capitol Beat News Service

Feds sue city of Brunswick 
over homeless shelter

File Photo: Alan Mauldin
The state is lifting a moratorium on drilling new irrigation wells 
in parts of southwest Georgia that has been in effect for 
more than a decade.



LEESBURG — A relentless fourth-
quarter full-court press, spearheaded by 
the Simmons sisters, lifted the Dough-
erty Lady Trojans to a 59-53 victory 
over Thomas County Central in the 
opening game of the Lee County Girl 
Power Classic on Thursday afternoon 
at Lee County High School.

D’Asia Simmons ignited the rally with 
a key defensive play, stealing the ball and 
racing for a layup to tie the game at 50-
50 with 2:14 remaining. Moments later, 
teammate Jatiana Chambers swiped 
another steal and delivered a perfect 

assist to Dariona Simmons, who scored 
to give Dougherty a lead it would not 
relinquish.

The Lady Trojans dominated the first 
half, building a 29-19 advantage by 
halftime. However, the Lady Jackets 
roared back in the third quarter, out-
scoring Dougherty 21-11 to tie the game 
heading into the final period. Thomas 
County Central briefly grabbed the lead 
early in the fourth, but Dougherty’s 
smothering defense and timely scor-
ing secured the win.

Chambers led the Lady Trojans with 
17 points, followed by D’Asia Simmons 
with 15 and Grace Smith with nine. 

Jaden Crews paced the Lady Jackets 
with a game-high 18 points.

Westover 47, Liberty County 33
LEESBURG — Sophomore Sydney 

Donaldson scored 15 second-half points 
to power the Westover Lady Patriots to 
a 47-33 victory over Liberty County in 
Thursday evening’s Girl Power Classic 
at Lee County High School.

The game began with a flurry of turn-
overs, as both teams struggled with vis-
ibility while wearing dark jerseys. De-
spite the miscues, Westover ended the 
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By Joe Whitfield
Sports Editor

Dougherty, Westover open with wins in girls tourney

Georgia quarterback Carson Beck 
(elbow) is expected to miss the team’s 
College Football Playoff quarterfi-
nal game at the Sugar Bowl on Jan. 
1, On3 reported Thursday.

That means backup Gunner Stock-
ton is in line to start the knockout 
round game, when the Bulldogs 
face either No. 7 seed Notre Dame 
or No. 10 seed Indiana.

Beck, the Bulldogs’ starter all year, 
missed most of the second half of 
the Southeastern Conference title 
game with an injury to the UCL in 
his right (throwing) elbow. Stock-
ton helped guide the Bulldogs to a 
22-19 overtime win over Texas and 
clinch a first-round bye in the first 
12-team playoff.

On3 reported that Beck has not 
practiced or been with the team 
since it returned to workouts late 
last week.

It is unknown whether Beck would 
be ready to return for the semifinal 
round if the Bulldogs make it that far.

Beck has thrown for 3,485 yards, 
28 touchdowns and 12 interceptions 
this season, his second as Georgia’s 
starting quarterback.

Field Level Media 

Georgia QB out for quarterfinals

Sherwood Christian 
cheerleaders selected 
for Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl

ALBANY — Two Sherwood 
Christian Academy seniors will 
take the field as cheerleaders at 
the Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl on 
New Year’s Day in Atlanta’s Mer-
cedes-Benz Stadium after being 

selected during summer camp 
tryouts hosted by the Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes.

Alex Collins and Jordyn Gib-
son earned their spots after com-
peting with more than 150 other 

By Joe Whitfield
Sports Editor

Yankees ‘just felt right’ to 
$218 million man Max Fried

see GIRLS, 10A

Staff Photo: Joe Whitfield
Celebrating two local cheerleaders at Chick-fil-A this week were, 
from left, Mark Lane of Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Chick-fil-A 
Assistant General Manager Christi Priest, cheerleader Alex Collins, 
cheer coach Tiffany Carter, cheerleader Jordyn Gibson, Sher-
wood Christian Athletic Director Jay Flynt and Chick-fil-a Talent 
Manager Dustin Walker.

GIRL POWER

Photo Courtesy of Field Level Media
Georgia starting quarterback Carson Beck will not play in the Sugar Bowl on 
New Year’s Day, according to a report from On3 Sports. Beck suffered an el-
bow injury during the SEC Championship game against Texas and will miss 
Georgia’s game against the winner of Notre Dame and Indiana.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF

see CHEER, 10A

Staff Photo: Joe Whitfield
Westover’s Sydney Donaldson puts in two of her 20 points against Liberty County during Thursday’s game in the Girl 
Power Classic at Lee County High School. Donaldson and the Lady Patriots won 47-33.

Westover player in Texas  
for Army All-American Bowl

ALBANY — Westover sopho-
more Kyson Mallard was headed 
to Texas Thursday to compete in 
the Army  All-American Com-
bine and Bowl in Frisco, Texas, 
where the Dallas Cowboys play.

Mallard, a 6-foot-6, 300-pound 
offensive tackle, helped Westo-
ver to a 9-2 overall record this 
season.

The Army All-American Bowl 
has a scouting network that re-
views approximately 50,000 
athletes annually.

Staff Reports

Submitted Photo
Westover offensive lineman Kyson Mallard is a sophomore 
and is rated as a four-star recruit by 247sports.com. He is 
spending the weekend playing football in the Army All-Amer-
ican Bowl played in Texas in the Dallas Cowboys’ stadium.

Max Fried signed a $218 mil-
lion contract with the Yankees 
to be part of the winning tra-
dition in a moment he never 
expected.

Fried, who spent eight sea-
sons with the Atlanta Braves 
and was 73-36 with a 3.07 ERA, 
jumped to New York to co-an-
chor a pitching staff with right-
hander Gerrit Cole and attempt 
to defend the American League 
pennant.

“He’s definitely going to add 
to what is already a strength or 
perceived strength. You can nev-
er have enough pitching,” Yan-
kees president Brian Cashman 
said. “Strike-thrower, five-pitch 
mix, obviously handles lefties, 

handles righties and continued 
to evolve if you’ve followed his 
career since he’s been a pro. … 
It’s been an art form for him.”

Fried suspected others would 
be more willing to pay top dol-
lar to acquire him in free agen-
cy. But Cashman said after a 
Zoom meeting with Fried it 
became clear to the Yankees’ 
brass that dollars weren’t go-
ing to detract from their view 
Fried was a “safe bet.”

Not long after that meeting, 
it was evident the genuine mu-
tual interest ran deep.

“When the Yankees say they’re 
interested in you, you perk up and 
you listen,” Fried said Wednes-
day, his first day in pinstripes 

Field Level Media

see FRIED, 10A



cheerleaders at an FCA camp this past 
summer at Valdosta State University. 
The duo from Albany are among just 
12 cheerleaders selected nationwide.

“They went through the full tryout — 
cheer, dance, everything,” Sherwood 
Christian head cheer coach Tiffany 
Carter said. “It’s really special to have 
two of our girls chosen.”

Collins and Gibson will perform dur-
ing the game featuring Arizona State 

and the winner of Clemson vs. Texas, 
a semifinal matchup in the inaugural 
12-team College Football Playoff.

Local Chick-fil-A leaders expressed 
excitement about the selection of two 
Albany students.

“It’s exciting that we have Albany 
girls included,” Dustin Walker, Alba-
ny Chick-fil-A Talent Director, said. 
“We are happy to support local stu-
dents and be part of this event and 
our community.”

Alex is the daughter of Kathy Col-
lins, and Jordyn is the daughter of 
Chinary Jordan.
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Atlanta’s Penix Jr. begins initiation against Giants
With their playoff hopes fading fast, 

the Atlanta Falcons benched $180 
million quarterback Kirk Cousins 
in favor of rookie Michael Penix Jr. 
ahead of a Sunday meeting with the 
visiting New York Giants.

Atlanta (7-7) looked to be a shoo-in 
six weeks ago to appear in the post-
season for the first time since 2017. 
After a Week 9 home win over the 
Dallas Cowboys, the Falcons, with a 
6-3 record, sat atop the NFC South 
with a two-game lead. With three 
weeks left, Atlanta is on the outside 
looking in as the Tampa Bay Buc-
caneers lead the division by a game.

Hoping Cousins would be the answer 
to the franchise’s playoff drought, At-
lanta signed the veteran to a four-year 
contract in March, with $100 million 
guaranteed. The two sides looked to 
be a match, until weeks 10-15, when 
Cousins averaged just 236 yards per 
game and totaled one touchdown 
pass and nine interceptions.

Following an ugly 15-9 win against 
the Las Vegas Raiders on Monday, 
when Cousins completed 11 of 17 
passes for 112 yards, a touchdown 
and a pick, Atlanta coach Raheem 

Morris announced the team was go-
ing in a different direction.

Penix, the eighth overall pick out 
of Washington, will start for the first 
time in his professional career on 
Sunday. The 24-year-old has com-
pleted 3 of 5 passes for 38 yards in 
garbage time during two losses.

“Obviously, we’ve got to play better 
at that position and we want to play 
better at that position, so that’s why 
we made that decision,” Morris said. 
“Michael’s been the number two, he’s 
been one snap away all year. He’s 
been grinding away, learning from 
Kirk, being around the coaches. … 
This definitely has some financial 
implications for us, but we’re always 
going to make football decisions in 
order to win football games.”

Cousins, who passed for 3,508 yards, 
18 touchdowns and 16 interceptions 
this year, knows that he hasn’t lived 
up to expectations so far.

“There’s a standard that I have for 
myself and the team has for me that 
unfortunately I wasn’t playing up to 
consistently,” Cousins said. “Now 
you just support Michael and try to 
help this team be able to find a way 
to win these last three and get in the 
playoffs. That’s what it’s all about.”

The Giants certainly aren’t looking 
at any playoff scenarios, as they are 
firmly in the hunt for the No. 1 pick 
in the 2025 draft. New York (2-12) 
holds the NFC’s worst record and is 
tied with the Raiders in the league 
basement.

Losers of a franchise-tying nine 
straight games, the Giants also have 
had their fair share of problems un-
der center.

After releasing Daniel Jones in 
November, New York has plugged 
in Tommy DeVito, Tim Boyle and 
Drew Lock as it limps to the finish 
line. Lock (heel/elbow) missed the 
team’s 35-14 home loss to the Balti-
more Ravens last week, but Giants 
coach Brian Daboll said the Mis-
souri product “should be OK to start 
this week.”

Daboll, who is 17-30-1 over three 

years on the job, was asked about the 
possibility of owner John Mara firing 
him and general manager Joe Schoen 
at the conclusion of the season.

“I just focus on things that I can 
control,” Daboll said. “(John) and I 
have good conversations every week. 
We have a number of conversations 
about a lot of different things that I’ll 
keep private. … We’re just getting 
ready here for the Falcons.”

Atlanta placed kicker Younghoe 
Koo, who was 25-for-34 on field-
goal attempts this year, on injured 
reserve Wednesday due to a hip in-
jury. The club signed Riley Patter-
son off the Browns’ practice squad 
to replace him.

Falcons wide receiver KhaDarel 
Hodge (ribs), who block a punts and 
got his hand on another in the Mon-
day win at Las Vegas, was a limited 
participant in practice on Wednes-
day, as were tight ends Ross Dwelley 
(ankle) and Charlie Woerner (quad).

For New York, linebackers Brian 
Burns (ankle/neck), Patrick Johnson 
(knee) and Bobby Okereke (back) 
each missed the Wednesday prac-
tice. Guard Aaron Stinnie (concus-
sion) and cornerback Greg Stroman 
(shoulder/shin) were also out.

Field Level Media
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Undefeated Georgia Tech 
women whip Rice, 88-57

Cubs, Sammy Sosa reconcile  
after former player issues apology

THE FLATS — A career-high seven 
three-pointers from Rusne Augustinaite 
helped lift Georgia Tech women’s bas-
ketball past Rice on Wednesday after-
noon, 88-57, in McCamish Pavilion. 
Augustinaite finished with a game-high 
23 points, leading four Yellow Jackets 
in double-figures, and pushing Tech 
to 12-0 with the win.

Georgia Tech shot 50.0 percent in 
the first half, fueled by 14 points from 
Augustinaite as the Yellow Jackets held 
the halftime lead, 37-18. The teams kept 
a close hold in the early going before 
Augustinaite and a triple from Dani 
Carnegie opened a seven-point lead 
late in the first. Augustinaite came out 
in the second on fire, draining three 
consecutive triples to open the period 
and extend Tech’s lead into double-
digits. Tech would lead by as many as 
20 points in the half, 37-17, following 
a Carnegie bucket at the 2:24 mark of 
the second quarter.

The Jackets continued to dominate 
in the second half, breaking open a 
40-point lead, 80-40, on a Zoesha 
Smith bucket in the final period. Tech 
led by as many as 42 points in the win 
and trailed for less than two minutes 
in the outing.

Augustinaite led a quartet of Jackets 
in double-figures with 23 points. She 
is the second current Yellow Jacket to 
hit seven three-pointers in a game, as 
teammate Kara Dunn hit seven last 
season at NC State. Augustinatie tied 

the second-highest record in three-
pointers made in a game with seven.

Dunn added 17 points in the victory, 
while Smith tallied a double-double 
with 11 points and 11 rebounds, and 
Tonie Morgan chipped in 10 points. 
Tech dominated on the glass, winning 
the battle, 48-31, fueled by Smith’s 
11 rebounds, including five offensive 
boards. Smith’s double-double was 
her first as a Yellow Jacket and third 
in her career.

For the fifth time this season, Tech 
connected on 10-plus three-pointers, 
hitting 13 with five Jackets recording a 
triple. Tech also tallied 22 assists in the 
win led by seven from Chazadi Wright.

The Owls had two in double-figures, 
paced by 12 points from Hailey Adams 
and 10 points from Dominique Ennis. 
Turnovers plagued both teams with a 
combined 36 made in the game. Geor-
gia Tech used 17 Rice miscues for 36 
points, while the Jackets had 19.

Tech, off to the best start in pro-
gram history, remains one of only nine 
teams undefeated in the country. With 
the win today, head coach Nell Fort-
ner recorded her 100th career victory 
at Georgia Tech. Since her arrival on 
The Flats, Fortner has led the Jackets 
to three postseason appearances, in-
cluding the program’s second NCAA 
Tournament Sweet 16 in 2021.

The Yellow Jackets continues this 
homestand today welcoming No. 23 
Nebraska to McCamish Pavilion. Tip 
is slated for 5:30 p.m. on ACC Net-
work Extra.

Staff Reports
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The Chicago Cubs on Thursday 
invited Sammy Sosa to the team’s 
offseason convention, a sign that 
the organization has repaired its 
relationship with the former star 
slugger.

Sosa, beloved among Cub fans 
during his 13 years with Chicago, 
has remained distant from the team 
since his final season with the club 
in 2004.

Steroid allegations — a report-
ed positive test in 2003 — soured 
Sosa’s reputation within the orga-
nization, and current owner Tom 
Ricketts said the Cubs would not 
welcome back Sosa until he apolo-
gized for his alleged wrongdoing.

Sosa did so on Thursday, to an 
extent.

While he never directly men-
tioned steroids, the seven-time All-
Star apologized for his “mistakes” 
and hopes he, the Cubs and their 
fans can “come together again and 
move forward.”

“I left it all on the field for the Cubs 
and Cubs fans because I wanted 
to win and make the fans happy,” 
Sosa, 56, wrote in a letter to the or-
ganization.

“… There were times I did what-
ever I could to recover from injuries 
in an effort to keep my strength up 
to perform over 162 games. I never 
broke any laws, but in hindsight, I 
made mistakes and I apologize.”

Ricketts responded minutes later, 

inviting Sosa to the team’s annual 
convention, which will be held Jan. 
17-19 in Chicago.

“We appreciate Sammy releasing 
his statement and for reaching out. 
No one played harder or wanted to 
win more. Nobody’s perfect but we 
never doubted his passion for the 
game and the Cubs,” Ricketts said 
in a statement.

“It is an understatement to say 
that Sammy is a fan favorite. We 
plan on inviting him to the 2025 
Cubs Convention and, while it is 
short notice, we hope that he can 
attend. We are all ready to move 
forward together.”

Sosa has not said whether or not 
he’ll attend the convention, but his 
letter suggests a reunion is imminent.

Field Level Media

first quarter with an 8-2 lead. Lib-
erty County responded in the sec-
ond quarter, fueled by four three-
pointers — three of which came 
from sharpshooting guard Maritza 
Troche. The Lady Panthers briefly 
seized a 17-16 lead before Westo-
ver’s Savannah Donaldson sank 
two clutch free throws just before 
halftime, putting the Lady Patriots 
ahead 18-17.

Westover took control in the third 
quarter, outscoring Liberty County 
14-6 to build a 32-23 advantage. 
Sydney Donaldson was dominant 
during the run, scoring eight points, 
while Kaiya Conway contributed six.

Liberty County attempted a spir-
ited comeback in the fourth quar-
ter, implementing a full-court press 
that disrupted Westover’s rhythm 
and generated multiple steals. How-
ever, the Lady Panthers’ shooting 

woes prevented them from clos-
ing the gap.

Sydney Donaldson finished with 
a game-high 20 points, while Con-

way added 12 and Savannah Don-
aldson chipped in seven.

Troche led Liberty County with 19 
points, including four three-pointers.

GIRLS
From 9A

Staff Photo: Joe Whitfield
Dougherty senior D’Asia Simmons finished with 15 points Thursday 
against Thomas County Central in the opening game of the Lee 
County Girl Power Classic at Lee County High School. D’Asia teamed 
with her sister, Dariona, to help the Lady Patriots take a late lead and 
win the game. D’Asia finished with 15 points.

at Yankee Stadium.
The 30-year-old lefty received a 

$20 million signing bonus as part 
of a deal that will pay him an av-
erage of $27.5 million per season 
until 2032. He said leaving Atlanta 
was emotional. The Braves boldly 
acquired Fried, the seventh pick 
in the 2012 draft by the Padres, 
four months after he underwent 
Tommy John surgery in 2014 in 
the swap that sent Justin Upton 
to San Diego. He wouldn’t debut 
until 2017.

Fried was Atlanta’s Opening Day 
starter three consecutive years until 
Spencer Strider started the opener 
in 2024. Fried finished the season 
11-10 in 29 starts, striking out 166.

But the pull of the fourth-largest 
contract ever and the biggest deal 
ever signed by a left-handed start-

er in MLB history, coupled with a 
tradition of winning, helped Fried 
decide to relocate.

“A lot of people have worn these 
pinstripes, even if there is a certain 

feel, and I’m excited about being 
able to put the pinstripes on in 
Yankee Stadium for the Yankees,” 
Fried said. “When it came down to 
it, it just felt right.”

FRIED
From 9A

Photo Courtesy of Field Level Media
Former Braves’ ace Max Friend is headed to the Big Apple to play 
with the Yankees after signing a record-setting contract that will play 
him $218 million.

Photo Courtesy of Field Level Media
Atlanta Falcons rookie quarterback Michael Penix Jr. is the Falcons’ QB 
moving forward. The team made an announcement this week after the 
Falcons won their Monday night game against the Las Vegas Raiders.



MOULTRIE –  The Geor-
gia Bureau of Investigation has 
announced the promotion of 
Lori Clayton to assistant man-
ager of the GBI’s Southwest-
ern Regional Crime Lab here. 
Clayton will be responsible for 
assisting the manager with the 
supervision of staff and others 
within the Southwestern Re-
gional Crime Lab.

“Lori Clayton has exempli-

fied excellence and dedication 
throughout her career here at 
the GBI,” GBI Director Chris 

Hosey said. 
“Her skills 
and experi-
ence will serve 
her well in her 
new role as as-
sistant man-
ager of the 
GBI’s South-

western Crime Lab.”
“Lori Clayton is a phenom-

enal choice to join the leader-
ship team at our Southwestern 
Crime Lab as Assistant Man-
ager,” GBI Crime Lab Division 
Director Cleveland Miles said. 
“Lori has invested her entire 
GBI career into the Southwest-
ern Crime Lab. Her experience 
as both a forensic scientist and 
long-time member of the lab will 
serve her well in this new role.”

Clayton graduated from Val-
dosta State University with a 
bachelor’s degree in chemistry. 

She has served her entire GBI 
career in the Southwestern Re-
gional Crime Lab in Moultrie.

Clayton is from Moultrie, 
where she still resides.

The Georgia Bureau of In-
vestigation comprises three 
primary divisions: the Georgia 
Crime Information Center, the 
Crime Laboratory, and the In-
vestigative Division. The GBI 
has more than 900 employ-
ees and a current budget of 
$147,482,036.
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NOTICE OF 
APPLICA-

TION 
FOR CON-

SUMPTION 
LIQUOR, 
BEER & 
WINE 

LICENSE
I, William Michael 
Price, trading as, 
809 Bar & Grill at 
2610 Dawson Rd. 

Ste. 9, 10, & 11 
Dawson Rd. 

Albany, Georgia 31707, 
give notice

that I have applied 
for a transfer of 

Alcohol License.
Albany Herald

Run Dates: 
December 7, 10 & 12

Ron Acker
Ron Acker, 79, of Albany, 

died Saturday, December 7, 
2024 at his home.

His memorial service will be 
at 2 PM on Saturday, Decem-
ber 14, 2024 at Kimbrell-Stern 
with military honors.  The Rev. 
Ronnie Kinsaul will officiate.  
The family will visit with friends 
following the service. 

Ron was born in Charlotte, 
NC and lived in Albany since 
1984.  He was a proud veteran 
of the US Marine Corps and 
retired from Tractor and 
Equipment Co.  Following 
his retirement, he thoroughly 
enjoyed performing mechanical 
work on airplanes at the Albany 
Airport.  He was a private pilot 
and took great pride when 
flying his Mooney and attending 
EAA Saturday breakfasts at the 
Dawson airport.

Ron is survived by his wife of 
47 years:  Helen Acker, Albany; 
a daughter: Paige Flynn 
(Barry), Atlanta, GA; a son:  
Ken Walker (Cynthia), Eufaula, 
AL; a grandson:  Klayton 
Walker, Eufaula, AL; 2 
brothers:  Chip Acker, Jones-
boro, GA and Terry Acker, 
Morganton, NC.

You may sign the online 
guestbook at www.kimbrell-
stern.com

Barbara Yeager Collier
Barbara Yeager Collier, 

74, of Albany, died Saturday, 
December 7, 2024 at her 
home.

Her funeral service will be at 
2 PM on Tuesday, December 
10, 2024 at Sherwood Baptist 
Church with burial to follow at 
Crown Hill Cemetery. The Rev. 
John Spencer will officiate. The 
family will receive friends at 
Sherwood prior to the service 
beginning at 1 PM.

Mrs. Collier was born in 
Atlanta and grew up in Man-
chester, GA.  She graduated 
from Manchester High School 
and graduated from Georgia 
Southwestern College.  She 
earned her master’s degree 
and her 6-year certificate.  Mrs. 
Collier was a teacher with the 
Dougherty County School 
System teaching at various 
schools.  She was a member of 
Sherwood Baptist Church.

Mrs. Collier is survived by 
her husband:  Joe Collier, 
Albany; 3 children:  Joe Clayton 
Collier, Albany; Kimberly Park, 
Leesburg, Charlotte Moore, 
Jacksonville, FL; 3 grandchil-
dren.

You may sign the online 
guestbook at www.kimbrell-
stern.com.

Ron Acker
Ron Acker, 79, of Albany, 

died Saturday, December 7, 
2024 at his home.

His memorial service will be 
at 2 PM on Saturday, Decem-
ber 14, 2024 at Kimbrell-Stern 
with military honors.  The Rev. 
Ronnie Kinsaul will officiate.  
The family will visit with friends 
following the service. 

Ron was born in Charlotte, 
NC and lived in Albany since 
1984.  He was a proud veteran 
of the US Marine Corps and 
retired from Tractor and 
Equipment Co.  Following 
his retirement, he thoroughly 
enjoyed performing mechanical 
work on airplanes at the Albany 
Airport.  He was a private pilot 
and took great pride when 
flying his Mooney and attending 
EAA Saturday breakfasts at the 
Dawson airport.

Ron is survived by his wife of 
47 years:  Helen Acker, Albany; 
a daughter: Paige Flynn 
(Barry), Atlanta, GA; a son:  
Ken Walker (Cynthia), Eufaula, 
AL; a grandson:  Klayton 
Walker, Eufaula, AL; 2 
brothers:  Chip Acker, Jones-
boro, GA and Terry Acker, 
Morganton, NC.

You may sign the online 
guestbook at www.kimbrell-
stern.com

To everything there is a 
season,
A time for every purpose 
under heaven.

Ecclesiastes 3:1

OBITUARIES BIRTHS
Unless otherwise noted, the 

following births all took place 
at Phoebe Putney Memorial 
in Albany between Oct. 25-
Nov. 29, 2024:

Brigham, Richard Rodrico 
Jr., son, was born Oct. 26 to 
Shamirra Wilcox and Richard 
Brigham Sr. of Albany.

Ledezma, Vanessa Amina, 
daughter, was born Oct. 27 
to Jasmine Reed and Vincent 
Ledezma of Albany.

Spearing, Alora Rose daugh-
ter, was born Oct. 28 to Ma-
randa Spearing of Fitzgerald.

Pringle, Da’Meriah Lamiya, 
daughter, was born Oct. 28 
to Victoria Pringle and David 
Pringle of Albany.

Nunally, Mi’Zoria Christ-
lynn, daughter, was born Oct. 
28 to Tacosa Wright and Mike 
Nunally Jr. of Albany.

Warren, Tyrone Jr., son, 
was born Oct. 29 to Michelle 
Stovall and Tyrone Warren 
of Albany.

Scott, Kehlani Dior, daughter, 
was born Oct. 30 to Ana An-
drades Carrillo and Qua’montae 
of Bronwood.

High, Sean Fredrick Jr., son, 
was born Oct. 30 to Trinity 
Rivers-High and Sean High 
Sr. of Albany.

Casas, Liam Jedidiah son, 
was born Oct. 30 to Shanzen-
etta Casas and Juan Casas Sr. 
of Albany.

Wiley, Armani Ja’Nelle, 
daughter, was born Oct. 31 
to Ja’neeshia Battle and Da-
vid Wiley Jr. of Albany.

Whittemore, Grant Patrick, 
son, was born Oct. 31 to Kas-
ey Whittemore and Derrick 
Whittemore of Albany.

Powell, Avery Jane, daugh-
ter, was born Nov. 1 to Ashley 
Powell and Christopher Pow-
ell of Sumner.

Wilson, Oya Rose, daughter, 
was born Nov. 2 to Kamryn 
Wilson and Garland Wilson 
of Albany.

Burnfin, Abigail Marie, daugh-
ter, was born Nov. 2 to Chloe 
Burnfin and Stephen Burnfin 
of Leesburg.

Brown, Azara Delilah, daugh-
ter, was born Nov. 2 to Isis 
Brown of Leesburg.

Brown, Ariana Skye, daugh-
ter, was born Nov. 3 to Briana 
Brown and Terrance Brown 
of Albany.

Reese, Jade Amari, daugh-
ter, was born Nov. 4 to Shan-
neshia Reese and Jeffery Re-

ese of Pelham.
Stone, Melanie Lenee, daugh-

ter, was born Nov. 4 to Key-
awna Stone and David Stone 
of Albany.

Morris, Jay’Khirriyawn Jr., 
son, was born Nov. 4 to Ny’Keria 
Jenkins and Jay’Khirriyawn 
Morris Sr. of Albany.

Graham, Tianna Anele, 
daughter, was born Nov. 4 to 
Jasmine Hill and DeMarcus 
Graham of Tifton.

Harvey, Sylvia Meilani, daugh-
ter, was born Nov. 5 to Jasmine 
Harris and Keyondre Harvey 
of Lumpkin.

Hilson Marques Latrell Jr., 
son, was born Nov. 5 to Sasha 
McCastle and Marques Hilson 
Sr. of Albany.

Walls, Cali Amir, daugh-
ter, was born Nov. 5 to Shak-
enya Gease and Ovoya Walls 
of Albany.

Adams, Colt Fisher, son, 
was born Nov. 6 to Melissa 
Adams and Michael Adams 
of Albany.

Middleton, Jah’Kobi 
La’Kingston, son, was born 
Nov. 6 to Shanira Middleton 
of Shellman.

Oliver, Shiloh Eli, son, was 
born Nov. 6 to Ne’eisha Rogers 
and Keith Oliver Sr. of Albany.

Ortega Duldulao, Argene 
Ayden, son, was born Nov. 7 to 
Fieliz Ayrha Ortega and Ariane 
Gene Duldulao of Americus.

Scott, Million Jayceon, son, 
was born Nov. 8 to Merc’edes 
Jackson and Michael Scott of 
Albany.

Bell., Demotrus Kihantre Jr., 
son, was born Nov. 10 to Jes-
semina Smith and Demotrus 
Bell Sr. of Albany.

Bass, Childree Lynn, daugh-
ter, was born Nov. 10 to Mor-
gan Bass and Joseph Bass of 
Cobb.

Mathis, Malani Ariani, daugh-
ter, was born Nov. 10 to Iesha 
Monroe and Shumn Mathis 
Jr. of Albany.

Gamble, Ayla Tru, daughter, 
was born Nov. 11 to Lashay-
ta Stockton and Ty’Kerrious 
Gamble of Cairo.

Horton, Kinslee Khalia, 
daughter, was born Nov. 11 
to Keetazeya Williams and 
Keonte Horton of Albany.

Wall, Birdie Boone, daugh-
ter, was born Nov. 11 to Bai-
ley Wall and Clinton Wall of 
Shellman.

Jelks, Tatum Layne, daugh-
ter, was born Nov. 12 to Lacey 
Jelks and Alphonso Jelks III 
of Albany.

Ward, Eli Thomas, son, was 
born Nov. 12 to Caroline Ward 
and Grant Ward of Leesburg.

Jones, Camryn LeAnn, daugh-
ter, was born Nov. 13 to Tiesha 
Howard and Cameron Jones 
of Albany.

Walker, Tyrese Amir Don-
trell, son, was born Nov. 13 to 
Shanathien Walker of Edison.

Garner, Destinee Camary, 
daughter, was born Nov. 13 to 
Stephanie Garner of Albany.

Williams, Kingston Lee, son, 
was born Nov. 14 to Destiny 
Williams of Albany.

Ojeda, De’Andre Jacari-King, 
son, was born Nov. 15 to Bri-
anna Harrison and De’Andre 
Ojeda of Mahira.

Mobley, Raylon Rashad, son, 
was born Nov. 15 to Michen-
dria Anthony and Rayshawn 
Mobley of Albany.

Minter, Levi Mason, was 
born Nov. 15 to Shabreka Mint-
er and Leonard Minter Jr. of 
Leesburg.

Morns, Royce Sa’Meir, son, 
was born Nov. 16 to Keysham-
brel Gulley and Willie Morns 
II of Albany.

Stubbs, Ember Reign, daugh-
ter, was born Nov. 17 to Jamie 
Stubbs and Joseph Stubbs of 
Leesburg.

Kiser, Oshian Ka’oir, daugh-
ter, was born Nov. 17 to Alex-
us Sinclair and Justin Kiser 
of Albany.

Ingram, Journee Ky’lanii, 
daughter, was born Nov. 17 to 
Brianna Ingram and Samtean 
Robinson of Albany.

Hunter, Tru Legacy, son, 
was born Nov. 18 to Shyteria 
Hunter of Albany.

Rouse, Brooklyn Carney, 
daughter, was born Nov. 18 
to Crystal Rouse and Charner 
Rouse of Leesburg.

Daniels, Dallas D’moni, son, 
was born Nov. 18 to Shantel 
Sisneros and Isaiah Daniels 
of Albany.

Bridges, Ayden Montrey, 
son, was born Nov. 19 to Sora-
ya Bridges of Albany.

Anderson, Nasir De’Mani, 
son, was born Nov. 19 to Nye-
sha Cutt and Kevius Anderson 
of Albany.

Marable, Noah Anastasia 
Skye, daughter, was born 
Nov. 19 to Kendrea Marable 
of Thomasville.

Walker, Kian Amir and Kyiir 
Adriel, twin sons, were born 
Nov. 19 to Charity Walker of 
TyTy.

Clark, Unique Juniper and 
Nylani Rose, twin daughters, 

were born Nov. 20 to Zy’Kerria 
Dowdell and Xzadrian Clark 
of Americus. 

Dees, Amberley Grace, daugh-
ter, was born Nov. 20 to Alex-
is Dees and Justin Dees of 
Sumner. 

Germany, River Edward, son, 
was born Nov. 20 to Kathleen 
Germany and John Germany 
of Albany. 

Clay, Autumn Jade, daugh-
ter, was born Nov. 21 to Halle 
Clay and Dominique Clay Sr. 
of Albany. 

Allen, Ruby Blake, daugh-
ter, was born Nov. 21 to Kay-
la Davison and Blake Allen 
of Albany. 

Blackman, Cortez DaShaun, 
son, was born Nov. 21 to Ja-
milla Blackmon of Cuthbert. 

Jordan, Kehlani Monae, 
daughter, was born Nov. 22 
to Aaliyah Moskins and Calvin 
Jordan Jr. of Dawson. 

West, Landon Devon, son, 
was born Nov. 22 to Jay’velyn 
Walden and Jaleel West of 
Albany. 

Alexander, Kai’lani Halo, 
daughter, was born Nov. 23 
to Alexia Alexander of Albany. 

Butter, Alivia Judy Hope, 
daughter, was born Nov. 23 
to Tenya Wilson and Donell 
Butter Jr. of Sylvester. 

Henderson, Jahmari Kaiyr, 
son, was born Nov. 23 to Deni-
jah Flowers and Jarris Hen-
derson of Shellman. 

Simpson, Zachery Elijah, 
son, was born Nov. 25 to Jes-
sica Simpson and Zachery 
Simpson of Leesburg. 

Goodwin, Emersyn Kate, 
daughter, was born Nov. 25 
to Anna Goodwin and Jaice 
Goodwin of Sylvester.

Edwards, Dixie Leigh, daugh-
ter, was born Nov. 25 to Grace 
Edwards and Brandon Ed-
wards of Ellaville.

Harrison, MaKhari Ramone, 
son, was born Nov. 26 to Noryia 
Banks and Marquis Harrison 
of Albany. 

Andrews, Kylah Darlene, 
daughter, was born Nov. 27 
to Taylor Potter and Reyse 
Andrews of Leesburg.

Price, Thomas Ray, son, was 
born Nov. 28 to Kiley Price and 
Dylan Price of Buena Vista. 

Bridges, Hazel Aria, daugh-
ter, was born Nov. 29 to Kath-
ryn Ferry and Michael Bridges 
of Americus.

Sylvester, Rydei Levi, son, 
was born Nov. 29 to Sassy 
Sylvester and Philip Sylves-
ter of Leesburg. 

By Lucille Lannigan
lucille.lannigan@albanyherald.com

Southwell Medical earns performance leadership award

ADEL – Southwell Medical recently 
announced it has earned a 2024 Perfor-
mance Leadership Award for excellence 
in Patient Perspective. Compiled by the 
Chartis Center for Rural Health, the Per-
formance Leadership Awards recognize 
top quartile performance (i.e., 75th per-
centile or above) among rural hospitals 
in quality, outcomes and/or patient per-
spective.

“This recognition reflects the dedication 
of our team at Southwell Medical to pro-
viding exceptional care and ensuring our 
patients feel heard, respected and sup-
ported,” Jay Carmichael, COO of South-
well Medical, said in a news release. “We 
are proud to serve our rural community 
and remain committed to advancing ex-
cellence in every patient interaction.”

The Performance Leadership Awards are 
based on the results of the Chartis Rural 
Hospital Performance INDEX, a compre-
hensive and objective framework for as-
sessing how rural hospitals are perform-
ing. INDEX benchmarks are relied upon 
by rural hospitals, health systems with 
rural footprints, hospital associations, 
and state offices of rural health to mea-
sure performance across multiple areas 
impacting hospital operations and finance.

This is not the first time Southwell Medi-
cal has received this award. The rural hos-
pital, one of two hospitals in the Southwell 
health system, was awarded the Perfor-
mance Leadership Award in 2023.

“The Performance Leadership Awards 

capture the commitment, diligence and 
innovation with which America’s rural 
hospitals approach the delivery of care 

within their communities,” Troy Brown, 
a network consultant with the Chartis 
Center for Rural Health, said. “It’s a tre-

mendous honor to be able to recognize 
the efforts of this year’s award winners 
and celebrate their achievement.”

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

Special Photo: Southwell
Southwell Medical recently announced it has earned a 2024 Performance Leadership Award for excellence in Patient Perspective.

Ethelyn Powell Butler, age 
99, of Camilla, GA, passed 
away peacefully on Tuesday 
morning, December 17, 2024. 

Ethelyn was born in Houston 
County, Georgia on November 
2, 1925 to loving parents, Mr. 
Johnnie Howard Powell and 
Mrs. Ethel Duke Powell.  Her 
childhood was split between 
Ft. Valley and Perry, Georgia, 
moving to Albany, Georgia with 
her mother as a young teen 
soon after the death of her 
father.  She went on to gradu-
ate from Albany High in 1942 
and Valdosta State College 
thereafter.  She took her first 
job as the secretary to the 
adjutant of Turner Field, later 
working for the secretary to the 
CEO of the International Paper 
Company in Albany, Georgia.  

In 1947, Ethelyn married 
William Henry Butler, better 
known as Bill, and settled into 
a life together in Camilla, GA.  
Ethelyn quickly took an active 
role in the Camilla United 
Methodist Church, serving as a 
Sunday School teacher, Circle 
Leader, and President of the 
United Methodist Women.  She 
received the Quiet Disciple 
Award from the United Method-
ist Women and was chairman 
of the committee for furnishings 
for the new church after the 
former church burned.  Ethelyn 
was on the team to visit the 
sick, bringing flowers from the 
prior Sunday services with her.  
She was also on the bereave-
ment committee to serve meals 
and the chair of the memorial 
committee.  Her role in the 
community was carried out 
in tandem with her role in her 
marriage to Bill, the family 
farm, and many other ventures 
together.  Theirs was a love for 
the story books and continued 
well beyond the passing of Bill 
in 1996.  During the following 
years, Ethelyn enjoyed count-
less visits with her daughter 
and granddaughters to Destin, 
FL - a place near and dear to 
all their hearts, including and 
thanks to her loving husband 
Bill. Between the farm, the 
beach, the church, and visiting 
family, she lived out the rest 
of her years surrounded by 
priceless memories and a love 
that ran deeper than most. She 
was the pillar of this family, 
holding true to her strength and 
values in all her daily actions 
and words.  

She is survived by her 
daughter, Janet Butler Stallings 
(Tom), four grandchildren, 
Megan R. Cassidy (Dick) of 
Brentwood, TN, Emory Paige 
Slocum (Ben) of Franklin, 
TN, Erica L. Stallings (Walker 
Jamison) of Auburn, AL, and 
Jonathan Stallings of Thom-
asville, GA; four great grand-
children, Addison Cassidy, 
Charles Cassidy, Jon Thomas 
Stallings, Ella Stallings - soon 
to be 5 - Liam Jamison; One 
nephew David Wright (Linda) 
of Camilla, Georgia, along with 
their children Lindsay Boatright, 
Lauren Rutland (Tim), Lanier 
Clark (Vaiden), and grand-
children Gracen Buser (Will), 
Perrin Boatright, Camryn 
Boatright, Bridges Rutland, 
Wright Rutland, Butler Clark, 
and Laura Vaiden Clark; Helen 
Wright (of the late nephew Paul 
Wright, III) of Tifton, Georgia, 
their children Helen Ball (Joe), 
Paul Wright IV, their grandchil-
dren Jordan Durham (Gary) 
and Carson McCabe (Mike), 
and their great grandchildren 
June Rigsby Durham, Jovi 
Louise Durham and Genova 
Rae McCabe.

Service will be 3:00 p.m., 
Saturday, Dec. 21, 2024 at 
Camilla United Methodist 
Church with private interment in 
Oakview Cemetery. 

Parker-Bramlett Funeral 
Home is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Ethelyn Butler (Powell) 

Moultrie native promoted to crime lab assistant manager

Elaine Laverta Hodges of 
Leesburg, GA, died Monday, 
December 16, 2024 at her 
residence. Funeral services 
will be held Saturday, Decem-
ber 21, 2024 at 2:00 p.m. at 
Mathews Funeral Home. Rev. 
Johnny Rogers and Mr. Scott 
Price will officiate. Interment will 
follow at Thundering Springs 
Cemetery. Mrs. Hodges was 
born in Albany, GA., to the late 
James and Pauline Trotman. 
She married the love of her 
life at the age of fifteen. Mrs. 
Hodges then went on to school 
for bookkeeping and managed 
the books for their company 
Bennett Supply Company. After 
working there for many years, 
she left the workforce and 
became a true homemaker. 
She was a genuine Southern 
Belle and loved to cook. Mrs. 
Hodges was like a mother and 
grandmother to countless kids 
in the community. If you came 
to her house, she made sure 
you left with a full stomach. In 
addition to her parents, she 
was preceded in death by a 
daughter, Sherrie Hodges 
Wiggins, three brothers and 
one sister. Survivors include 
her husband of sixty-two years, 
B.F. Hodges, a son, Billy 
Hodges (Joel White), a son 
in law, John Eubanks, three 
grandchildren, Colby Eubanks, 
Landon Wiggins (Trista) and 
Payton Eubanks, four great 
grandchildren, Emmet, Bella, 
Ethan and Edge and two 
sisters, Cathy Ritter (Ronnie) 
and Barbara Jean Vines 
(Steve).The family will receive 
friends one hour prior to the 
service at the funeral home. In 
lieu of flowers donations may 
be made in memory of Mrs. 
Hodges to No Child Hungry 
530 Cooper Commerce Drive, 
Apopka, FL 32703 or the 
Samaritans Purse, P.O. Box 
3000 Boone, NC 28607.

To sign our online registry, 
or to send condolences to the 
family, you may visit Mathews’ 
website at www.mathewsfuner-
alhome.com

Elaine L Hodges

Lori Clayton

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

ABAC has best residence halls in state
TIFTON –  More than 1,300 

Abraham Baldwin Agricul-
tural College students call 
ABAC Place and ABAC Lake-
side their home away from 
home. According to Univer-
sity Magazine, they have cho-
sen the top-ranked residence 
halls in Georgia.

The magazine’s recent rank-
ing of the Best College Dorms 
in Georgia for 2025 ranked 
ABAC the best among 30 col-
leges and universities in the 
state. The article cited the fa-
cilities’ spacious rooms, study 
lounges, and recreational areas, 
stating that ABAC “sets the 
standard for excellent student 
housing in Georgia and mak-
ing it a top choice for prospec-
tive students.”

Trent Hester, ABAC’s Direc-
tor of Residence Life and Hous-
ing, said living on campus of-
fers some obvious advantages 
for students.

“It allows our students to 
immerse themselves in the 
college experience fully,” he 
said. “We are proud to offer a 
residential environment that 
fosters personal, profession-
al and academic growth. We 
actively seek opportunities to 
engage students with our fa-
cilities through events.

“We take pride in seeing our 
students flourish while living 

on campus.”
The article also noted the pri-

ority ABAC places on student 
safety and the dorms’ convenient 
access to campus resources.

ABAC Place opened in 2004 
and consists primarily of four-
bedroom, two-bath units with 
some two- and three-bedroom 
units as well. Each resident has 
a private bedroom and fur-
nished living room. It is also 
connected to the John Hunt 
Town Hall Center, which con-
tains administrative offices, 
recreational facilities, a group 
meeting space, a computer lab, 
and a convenience store.

ABAC Lakeside, which opened 
in 2007, is reserved for first-

year students and features two-
bedroom units. It also offers a 
24-hour computer lab, game 
rooms, lounges, laundry, and 
outdoor grills.

“This recognizes that we are 
succeeding in our mission to 
make ABAC a destination col-
lege,” ABAC President Tracy 
Brundage said. “Our students 
enjoy all the amenities our resi-
dence halls offer and are com-
fortable and safe on campus, 
which plays a significant role 
in their success. Offering that 
at an affordable price is an-
other reason our enrollment 
continues to grow.”

Nikki Ooley, a resident assis-
tant at ABAC Place, commuted 

to ABAC for a year before mov-
ing to campus. She said that 
decision made a difference in 
her college experience.

“I have loved making life-long 
friendships with my roommates 
and hosting ‘family dinners’ 
and movie nights,” she said. 
“I’ve always felt safe living on 
campus, and the distance to 
class is a huge bonus.”

“ABAC is committed to pro-
viding a top-tier residential ex-
perience,” Amy Willis, ABAC’s 
vice president of academic and 
student affairs, said. “From 
facilities to programming, 
we’re always looking for ways 
to improve the student expe-
rience.”

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

Special Photo: ABAC
University Magazine has named Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College’s residence halls 
the state’s best.

Photo Courtesy of GFB
Georgia Farm Bureau President Tom McCall, left, pres-
ents Dougherty County Farm Bureau Office Manager 
Cindy Drew and DCFB President Laney Wooten a GFB 
Rewarding Excellence in Ag Program Cultivator Award 
in the organization’s medium membership division. 

Dougherty Farm Bureau 
receives state REAP award

MACON –  Dougherty County Farm Bureau was 
recognized for its outstanding member programs and 
agricultural advocacy activities at the 87th annual 
Georgia Farm Bureau Convention held Dec. 8-10 on 
Jekyll Island. Laney Wooten is the DCFB president. 
Cindy Drew is the DCFB office manager.

DCFB received the GFB Rewarding Excellence in 
Ag Program (REAP) Cultivator Award in the organi-
zation’s medium membership division. GFB’s REAP 
award honors county Farm Bureaus for their orga-
nization/membership, advocacy, leadership devel-
opment, education and outreach activities between 
Sept. 1, 2023, and Aug. 31, 2024. The REAP Awards 
are divided into three tiers – Harvester (1st), Planter 
(2nd) and Cultivator (3rd) with tier winners in each 
of GFB’s three membership categories: small, medi-
um and large.

“No grassroots organization succeeds without its vol-
unteer leaders, and we are extremely blessed at Geor-
gia Farm Bureau to have dedicated volunteers all over 
the state supporting Georgia agriculture,” GFB Presi-
dent Tom McCall said. “We’re proud of all of them, 
and we’re honored to recognize Dougherty County for 
the work they have done to promote agriculture in the 
local community this past year.”

As a REAP Cultivator Award winner, DCFB received 
a plaque and Wooten received an embroidered Farm 
Bureau shirt. Drew received a $300 gift card.

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

CAES student’s contagious 
enthusiasm inspired others

ATHENS –  When Miriam 
Edelkind-Vealey applied for a 
summer role at a University of 
Georgia pollinator biodiversity 
lab in 2020, the junior under-
grad didn’t quite know what to 
expect.

“It looked like a cool opportu-
nity to study bees. I didn’t really 
know what that entailed, but it 
was a wonderful interview, you 
know?” Edelkind-Vealy said. 
“It was one of those interviews 
where it felt like a conversation, 
not like you were being inter-
viewed for a job.”

After being told she got the po-
sition, Edelkind-Vealy didn’t hear 
anything for a few weeks. It was 
only then that she learned a col-
laborator on the project, second-
year master’s degree student Amy 
Joy Janvier, had passed away.

“Honestly, I wouldn’t be in 
this field today if it weren’t for 
Amy, which is weird — to have 
that kind of relationship with 
someone you’ve only met once 
on Zoom,” Edelkind-Vealy said.

After Janvier’s passing, Edel-
kind-Vealy processed all of Jan-
vier’s samples — nearly three 
carloads of pollinators. Now a 
doctoral candidate in the De-
partment of Entomology at the 
UGA College of Agricultural and 
Environmental Sciences, Edel-
kind-Vealy is studying the con-
servation value of forests, trying 
to learn what local characteristics 
influence bee diversity.

“(Janvier’s) master’s project 
was quite a cool initiative. She 
was looking at the effects of land 
use on bee diversity in residen-
tial landscapes,” Edelkind-Vealy 
said. “That project is what in-
spired my Ph.D.”

Even as a child, Janvier was 
a go-getter — a trait that served 

her well later in life as a research-
er, her mom, Ali Janvier, said. 
Teachers used phrases like “or-
ganized” and “strong work ethic” 
to describe a child who not only 
started neighborhood lemonade 
stands but recruited other chil-
dren to work for her.

Amy Janvier’s passion and 
drive resulted in good grades, 
scholarships and, finally, admis-
sion to UGA to major in ecology 
— a path that would enable her 
to support her greatest passion: 
caring for the environment.

“She was always very happy, 
full of energy. I had no idea un-
til we had her celebration of life 
how many lives she touched,” 
Ali Janvier said. “She just loved 
people — she was just a really 
sweet, caring, loving person.”

After completing her under-
graduate work in ecology and 
working for an environmental 
engineering company, Amy Jan-
vier’s interest in the environment 
— and being out in the field — led 
her to pursue graduate studies 
in entomology at UGA.

“Amy was something of a force 
of nature, a serious student,” Kris 
Braman, professor and head of the 

CAES Department of Entomol-
ogy, said. “She was a command-
ing presence but also someone 
who embraced life. She was pas-
sionate about many things, and 
she became focused on pollina-
tor protection.”

She had a big personality, Bra-
man added, and was dedicated to 
making the world a better place.

“Her work lives; she has a liv-
ing legacy,” Braman said, refer-
ring to Amy Janvier’s research 
on how mixed land use — such 
as developments interspersed 
with forest patches — improves 
bee diversity and is leading to 
new solutions for bee conserva-
tion. The research led to an invite 
for Braman to take the stage for 
TEDx Talks, something she said 
she would never have accepted 
without thinking of Amy Janvier 
and her passion for pollinators.

After Janvier’s passing dur-
ing the data-collection phase of 
the project, Braman, Edelkind-
Vealy and research collaborator 
Clayton Traylor chose to honor 
her by listing her as first author.

To contribute to the Amy Joy 
Janvier Study Abroad Scholar-
ship Fund, visit gail.uga.edu.

Jordan Powers
UGA/CAES

Special Photo: UGA/CAES
After Amy Janvier’s passing, her family established the Amy Joy 
Janvier Study Abroad Scholarship Fund, providing study-abroad 
scholarship support for junior or senior undergraduate entomol-
ogy students



Investors look for various 
opportunities they hope will 

help them grow their wealth. 
Some invest in the stock mar-
ket directly by buying stocks 
and bonds, while others 
choose a more passive form 
of investing like index funds. 
Certain investors prefer to 
back enterprising entrepre-
neurs, and some people 
determine that real estate is 
the avenue to pursue.

There are several different 
ways to invest in real estate, 
including buying a home. 
Investing in real estate can be 
lucrative, although the return 
on such investments can be 
affected by high interest 
rates. When interest rates 
fall, investors often come out 
of the woodwork. According 
to a 2022 Bankrate survey, 
29 percent of Americans said 
that real estate was their 
prime pick for investing 
money they won’t need for at 
least 10 years. Investors con-
sidering real estate have 

many options to choose from.

Become a landlord

NerdWallet says buying a 
property with the intention of 
renting it out is one of the 
most common ways to invest 
in real estate. However, this 
could be one of the more 
labor-intensive real estate 
investment options, as it 
requires property owners to 
field calls from renters and 
always be available to tackle 
issues that inevitably arise. 
Plus, if renters are not prop-
erly vetted, landlords may 
end up with less-than-ideal 
tenants. While there are 
management services that 
can offset some of the work, 
farming out tasks comes with 
expenses that can cut into 
profits. Still, when a success-
ful renter-landlord dynamic 
is established, this option can 
provide significant long-term 
income.

Flipping properties

Buying a property and “flip-
ping it,” which means reno-
vating and putting it up for 
sale shortly after, is another 
real estate investment ven-
ture. Flipping requires a lot of 
work and perhaps even some 
extraordinary skills. First, it 
involves finding up-and-
coming neighborhoods and 
then renovating within a rea-
sonable budget so that you 
can sell the home at a pre-
mium. Remodeling costs can 
run high, and the time 
involved in flipping may be 
longer than investors antici-
pated.

Buying your own home

Building equity in a home 
creates a nest egg that home-
owners can tap into at a later 
time, particularly when they 
choose to sell. Bankrate says 

banks treat owner-occupied 
properties more favorably, 
giving borrowers lower mort-
gage rates and requiring 
lower down payments.

Purchase REITs

REITs are real estate invest-
ment trusts that enable inves-
tors to invest in real estate 
without actually touching 
physical real estate proper-
ties, advises NerdWallet. 
REITs are like the mutual 
funds of the real estate realm, 
and include companies that 
own commercial real estate. 
REITs can pay out high divi-
dends, making them popular 
retirement investments. Divi-
dends can be reinvested to 
grow your money further.

Investing in real estate can be 
a worthwhile option for peo-
ple who want a tried-and-
true vehicle for seeing their 
money grow.

What to know about investing in real estate
Metro Creative Connection

Feature HomeThis week’s

LEE COUNTY, 
ideal for young families 
just minutes to Lee 
County Schools.

Newly painted t/o, 
wood flooring in great 
room, dining room and 
all bedrooms, 2 in 
blinds, trey ceiling 

great room with fire-
place, 10 ft ceiling in 
dining room, granite 
look countertops in 
kitchen, 3 door stain-
less refrigerator, 
smooth top range, 
microwave & dish-
washer, private prima-

ry suite with sitting 
area, double sinks, sep-
arate shower and gar-
den tub, covered rear 
porch, fenced rear 
yard, and double 
garage. 

Newly painted inte-
rior and ready for 

immediate buyer.
Directions: Go 

North on US 19 toward 
Leesburg, turn left on 
Sandy Beach Road, 
turn left on Oakwood 
Court, house will be on 
right near culdesac.

112 Oakwood Court
West Lee 31763 | $249,500 | 3 BR, 2 BA | 1639 SF

Real Estate
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ALBANY — If you could 
only have one firearm it would 
be hard not to choose a shot-
gun. In its simplest form as 
a single-shot break action 
firearm, it has the capability 
to successfully harvest any 
game species on the North 
American continent. At the 
same time, it is an excellent 
choice as a reliable and effec-
tive home defense weapon.

However, the very versatil-
ity that makes having a shot-
gun a no-brainer can present 
many challenges to the buyer. 
The variables of gauge, choke, 
action, finish and cost provide 
the shooter with an immeasur-
able variety of combinations.

The first variable — gauge — 
refers to the diameter of the 
shotgun’s bore using a rather 
unique system of measure-
ment developed in Europe 
even before the French began 
shooting flying birds with fowl-
ing pieces in the early 1600s. 
Gauge is determined by the 
number of lead balls that fit 
the bore of the firearm that 
can be produced from a pound 
of lead. Using this scale, 16 
one-ounce lead balls fitting 
the bore of a 16-gauge gun 
can be made from a pound of 
lead. With a larger bore gun, 
like the 12-gauge, only 12 balls 
can be produced to fit from 
a pound of lead. Whereas, 
with a smaller-bore gun like 
the 20-gauge, as the term im-
plies, will allow 20 balls to be 
made from the same pound 
of lead. Kind of a backwards 
system, considering the larger 
the number gets, the smaller 
the bore gets.

Internationally, shotgun pro-
duction is currently focused 
on six primary bore measure-
ments — the 10, 12, 16, 20 and 
28 gauge — variants, and just 
to make things interesting, 
the American gun manufac-
turers decided to invent the 
.410 shotgun, bypassing the 
process of seeing how many 
lead balls fit the barrel and 
determined by simply mea-
suring its bore, which is .410 
inch in diameter. To put this 
into perspective, it would be 
a 67-gauge compared to the 
12-gauge having a .729-inch 
bore. This makes the .410 
shotgun somewhat of a spe-
cialty item, although it can 
serve a variety of purposes 
very well. Especially if you 
like showing off your shoot-
ing abilities.

When the purpose of a fire-
arm is to fire multiple pro-
jectiles at a target with each 
pull of the trigger, the num-
ber of projectiles fired with 
each shot would obviously 
be a primary consideration 
when selecting a shotgun. 
However, like so many other 
important things in life, it’s 
not that simple. Obviously, 
larger-gauge shotguns have 
the capacity to hold more shot, 
but that in and of itself is not 
an overriding factor.

Although a 12-gauge shell has 
the capacity to hold more shot 
and powder than a 20-gauge 
shell of the same length, it is 
not necessarily going to be 
loaded that way. Therefore, 
learning to read a box of shells 
is important. The information 
stamped on a box of shells 

will tell you the gauge, shell 
length Dram Equivalent, pay-
load, shot size and, recently, 
the velocity of the combina-
tion. This information is gen-
erally found on the top flap 
of the box and may also fre-
quently be found stamped on 
each shell.

We have already reviewed 
the various gauges. The choices 
in shell length are generally 
going to be either 2 ¾-inch, 
3-inch or even 3 ½-inch. It is 
important not to attempt to 
fire a longer length shell in a 
gun that is chambered for a 
shorter length, as the gun is 
not designed for the higher 
pressures produced by these 
“Magnum” loads. The longer 
length allows the shells to 
be loaded with larger dram 
equivalents and payloads. 
However, it is generally safe 
to fire shorter length shells 
in a gun chambered for those 
that are longer.

The dram equivalent is a 
century-old measure used for 
black powder. The term was 
held over after the advent of 
smokeless powder to allow for 
a safe transition using the ex-
isting black-powder shotguns. 
Because of the multitude of 
powders available today, it is 
basically a comparative term. 
The advent and popularity 
of 3-inch shells made it pos-
sible for a 20-gauge gun to 
have a load comparable to a 
12-gauge gun and led to the 
decline in popularity of the 
16- and 28-gauge shotguns. 
Some shells may be marked 
‘Max” or “Mag,” indicating 
they are loaded near the up-
per safety limit for most guns.

The payload is the mea-
sure of the total weight of 
the shot charge in ounces for 
most shot sizes other than 
buckshot, which uses an ac-
tual pellet count. Obviously, 
the smaller the shot size, the 
more pellets per payload. As 
an example, one ounce of No. 
8 shot contains 410 pellets 
compared to a similar weight 
of No. 6 shot containing 225 
pellets. An ounce of 00 buck 
shot would be eight pellets.

A heavier payload of the 
same shot size should pro-
vide a denser pattern of shot, 
all other things being equal. 
If this payload is made pos-
sible by its inclusion in a lon-
ger shell, it may provide the 
added benefit of a longer shot 
string.

Since the pellets are forced 
to leave the shotgun barrel 
in a column, the resulting 
pattern is “strung out” in a 
horizontal spray. The lon-
ger this column, the greater 
the difference in the time it 
takes the individual pellets to 
reach the target. This provides 
a three-dimensional field of 
shot that a target must pass 
through with less chance of 
being a “missed bird.”

As a rule of thumb, the small-
er and faster the game you are 
targeting, the smaller your 
shot size selection. The big-
ger the game, the bigger the 
shot size. Without oversim-
plifying clay targets, dove, 
quail and squirrels are gener-
ally shot with 8 to 7 shot. For 
rabbits, small duck, pheasant 
and turkey, 6 to 4 shot is the 
typical choice. Larger ducks, 
turkey and geese generally 
call for 4 to 2 shot, while the 

call for buck shot is relegated 
to home defense, hogs or its 
namesake.

Like most variables related 
to shotgun performance, bar-
rel length can be a topic of de-
bate. However, since modern 
shotshell powders have been 
measured to burn complete-
ly in the first 16 inches of the 
barrel, and the pressure forc-
ing the load down the barrel 
may build for a split-second 
longer, it is generally deter-
mined that the maximum 
velocity of the load will be 
achieved at 20 inches of bar-
rel length. Others contend 
that extra barrel length does 
increase velocity; whether 
the increase is significant or 
not is where the debate takes 
place. Typical ballistics of shot-
gun loads show that velocity 
measured in feet per second 
ranges between 1,100 fps to 
1,500 fps. Depending on the 
dram equivalent in the shell.

For those shooters concerned 
with felt recoil, your choice of 
shells can have a direct corre-
lation to what your shoulder 
feels when you pull the trigger. 
As a rule of thumb, increas-
ing to heavier payloads and 
dram equivalents of powder 
will result in greater felt re-
coil, with all other factors re-
maining equal.

For a shotgun to be effec-
tive, it needs to produce a 
good shot pattern. Pattern is 
the term used to describe the 
distribution of the shotshell 
pellets once they leave the 
shotgun’s muzzle. The mea-
surement of the spread of the 
shot as well as the density of 
the shot within this circle is 
the best way to evaluate the 
best combination of gauge 
and shell.

Contrary to popular belief, 
the length of the barrel has no 
discernible impact on how a 
shotgun patterns. Pattern is 
related to the choke. During 
the course of the shotgun’s de-
velopment, a few things have 
proven to hold true. Surpris-
ingly, shotguns with equal 
choke regardless of gauge will 
have equal spread. A full choke 
with lead shot will spread ap-
proximately 1 inch per yard. 
The same stands true for an 
improved cylinder choke where 
the shot will spread 1.75 inch-
es per yard.

The choke of the shotgun 
functions like the spray nozzle 
on the end of a garden hose. 
Consider the barrel of a shot-
gun as a garden hose with the 
choke being at the muzzle, 
where the shot leaves the bar-
rel. A shotgun with no choke 
will shoot the widest pattern. 
As the choke is restricted or 
tightened, the pattern’s di-
ameter will be confined to a 
smaller diameter therefore 
having a greater density of 
shot within that area.

A shotgun with no choke is 
referred to as having a cylin-
der bore. The gradual process 
of choking or restriction has 
four other designations as 
the restriction increase, rang-
ing from improved cylinder, 
modified, improved modified 
and the tightest being a full 
choke. There are other spe-
cialized chokes for competi-
tive shooting and hunting if 
these do not provide the de-
sired results. These choke 
restrictions also can increase 

the felt recoil to the shooter.
Many shooters falsely be-

lieve that the tighter a shot-
gun is choked the farther the 
shot from it will travel. This 
is not the case, it just gets to 
a specific distance in a hope-
fully tighter and more effec-
tive pattern.

I previously stated that the 
.410 was for showoffs because 
as you can see by now, its limi-
tations in regard to bore size, 
dram equivalent and payload 
offer an immense handicap to 
the shooter compared to the 
12-gauge. Although the .410 
is often thought to be a good 
“first gun” for a young or di-
minutive shooter, I would 
caution against that in favor 
of the .20 gauge.

For this reason, youth mod-
els in the smaller gauges are 
generally a good choice as a 
starting point in the world of 
wing shooting. However, this 
does not mean that merely 
choosing a small-gauge shot-
gun will remove the impact 
of felt recoil or “kick” on the 
shooter. Years ago, I teased a 
young shooter that his single-
shot 20-gauge could not be 
kicking as hard as he was com-
plaining about. In my mood 
of superiority, I took the gun 
and shouldered it, only to dis-
cover when I pulled the trig-
ger that its short, thin stock 
and light weight caused it to 
kick like the proverbial mule.

I currently have a gas-oper-
ated .28 gauge, which I pur-
chased for my wife and even-
tually granddaughter to shoot 
that is in the same category 
and will soon be on the auc-
tion block. Fit and weight are 
critical in reducing felt recoil. 

Practicality dictates that there 
is a trade-off when it comes to 
a shotgun’s weight. If you are 
going to use it primarily for 
competitive shooting, sport-
ing clays or on the dove field, 
the heavier weight is a ben-
efit in many ways. However, 
if you are going to carry it all 
day while quail hunting, you 
will want to seek a balance in 
regard to weight.

The other major consider-
ation in choosing a shotgun is 
to determine what kind of ac-
tion is best for your purpose. 
A shotgun has three major 
components combining into 
the often-used adage of “lock, 
stock and barrel.” Today, the 
lock is known as the action 
of the gun, and this is an apt 
name as it is where most of 
the moving parts required for 
the firearm to function can be 
found. This is where the shells 
are loaded and chambered, as 
well as the trigger and safety 
needed for firing. The three 
most common shotgun actions 
are the break action, pump ac-
tion and semi-automatic ac-
tion. If you want to be a little 
different, lever and revolver 
actions are available.

The simplest action is the 
“break action” found in the 
most basic single- and double-
barrel shotguns. As the name 
implies you unlock the action 
and “break” the shotgun open 
to load and unload the cham-
bers. This simplicity and the 
fact that the shotgun has to 
be manually loaded with each 
shot is one reason it is often 
chosen as a “first gun.’

The pump action uses the 
forearm as the handle of a 
slide that operates the shot-

gun’s action, feeding shells 
into the chamber to be fired 
as well as ejecting the fired 
shell each time the action is 
cycled. This is one of the most 
reliable actions due to the fact 
that the force required to op-
erate the action is the shoot-
ers arm and is not affected 
by other mechanical factors 
found in the semi-automat-
ic. It is also a good first-gun 
choice as it can be used as a 
single-shot with an extended 
plug preventing the loading 
of any additional rounds of 
ammunition. As the shooters 
proficiency and skill increase, 
this plug can be modified so it 
can fire a second round or the 
full capacity of the magazine.

The other, and currently 
most popular, shotgun ac-
tion is the semi-automatic, 
which uses either the inertia 
of the fired shell or the gas 
from it to automatically cycle 
the shotguns action each time 
the trigger is pulled. The fact 
that the shotgun reloads itself 
requires a much more judi-
cious behavior of the shoot-
er in regard to the manual 
safety and trigger discipline. 
For many shooters, it allows 
for a faster and easier sec-
ond and even third shot as 
might be required. However, 
a pump shotgun in the hands 
of a seasoned shooter will give 
it a run for its money in the 
speed of fire.

Interestingly, it has been 
more than a century since 
the shotgun made any signifi-
cant change in form. In 1893, 
John Browning designed the 
first commercially successful 
pump shotgun, which quickly 
transitioned into the Model 
1912 pump and established the 
shape and parameters of the 
pump gun. It is still consid-
ered the gold standard pump 
shotgun by collectors today. 
I currently shoot one that is 
more than 80 years old, and 
it operates flawlessly. Then 
again, so does my Reming-
ton 870 of an almost equal 
vintage.

The Browning Automatic 
5, or A-5 as it is commonly 
known, also was designed by 
Browning in 1898 and went 
into production from 1900 
until 1998, setting the stan-
dard for semi-automatic re-
coil-operated shotguns. In 
the mid-1900s, Remington 
would begin production of 
the first commercially suc-
cessful gas-operated semi-
automatic shotguns. In 1931, 
John Browning introduced the 
first over-under shotgun with 
the first single select trigger 
as well. Although there have 
been no major changes in the 
modern form of these shot-
guns, there have been dynamic 
changes in the methods and 
material used to manufac-
ture them and the countless 
refinements in their operat-
ing systems.

These classic shotguns are 
still functional and highly 
sought-after by collectors and 
are just another option for to-
day’s shotgunner to choose 
from in conjunction with the 
myriad modern choices now 
available. Therefore, it should 
not be hard to find a shotgun 
to meet your needs. Howev-
er, if it turns out to not be the 
perfect choice, nothing says 
you can’t own more than one.

By Tom Seegmueller
news@albanyherald.com

Variety is spice of life for shotgun owners

Special Photo: Tom Seegmueller
The very versatility that makes having a shotgun a no-brain-
er for gun owners can present many challenges to the buy-
er. The variables of gauge, choke, action, finish and cost 
provide the shooter with an immeasurable variety of com-
binations.
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Now—Feb. 29
· Crow Season Statewide 

Now—Feb. 28
· Quail Season Statewide 
· Snipe Season Statewide
· Rabbit Season Statewide
· Squirrel Season Statewide

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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Announcements

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
Tuesday - 3 pm Fri.

Thursday - 4 pm Mon.
Saturday - 4 pm Wed.

LEGAL LINE ADS RUN
ONLY ON SATURDAY

DEADLINE IS 4 pm WED.

Houses for rent

STUDIO APARTMENT
FOR RENT!

Completely furnished
Includes, rent utilities,

cable, and wifi
$700 a month

Call: 229-343-2309

Accounting/
Bookeeping

Accounting Technician 
The City of Leesburg is accepting
applications for the position of
Accounting Technician. The City of
Leesburg is an equal opportunity
Employer. Under the general
direction of the Finance Director, this
position is to perform work in
maintaining all governmental
financial records. Balance books and
compiles reports to show such
information as cash receipts and
expenditures and accounts payable
receivable. Support and process
information/documentation relating to
Departments and City Manager
requirements. The salary range is
$32,899.53 to $50,994.30. Minimum
qualification requires a high school
diploma; supplemented by college
level course work or vocational
training in office administration and
personal computer operations;
supplemented by three (3) years
previous experience and /or training
that includes office administration.
More information is available on our
website www.cityofleesburgga.com.
Send Resumes to City of Leesburg,
P.O. Box 890, Leesburg, GA 31763
or email to
cheryl.allison@cityofleesburgga.com
o r
bob.alexander@cityofleesburgga.co
m. 

Home Repair/
Remodeling

Tom's Handyman Services
Repairs, Remodeling & 

Additions
Licensed & Insured 

*Free Estimates*
(229) 888-6862 / (229) 344-3211

Credit cards accepted.

PAINTING 
AND HOME

REPAIR
Tile work, 

popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.

Just one call, 
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES

 229-349-5475

Garage Sale
1 Day Only- December 21st
at 7:30am. Furniture,
clothing, dishes, etc…142
Leland Ferrell Drive,
Leesburg, GA

Full-Time
Arlington Police

Department 
Chief of Police

Deadline Tuesday, 
January 14, 2025

The City of Arlington has a
police chief position
opening. Anyone interested
in this opportunity should
submit a city employment
application, copy of a
resume, and three work
references to the city, City
of Arlington, P.O. Box 126,
Arlington, Georgia, 39813.
Applications must be
received by 4:00 p.m.,
Tuesday, January 14, 2025
Southwest Georgia United, Inc.
in Cordele, GA is seeking an
experienced Controller
(Accountant).  The Controller will
assist in the efficiency and
accuracy of the day-today
management and oversight of all
financial operation and monetary
funds of the company.
A Master’s degree in Accounting
or CPA, and federal grant
experience is preferred
Salary is $55,000 - $70,000
depending on qualifications
Send resume to
joseph.brown@swgau.org
Southwest GA United is an
equal employment opportunity
company

Vehicles

1973 FORD PICKUP
LWB 2 Door., 
in good shape, 

re-manufactured 302
engine, all new parts, 4
new tires with chrome
wheels. 229-296-1888 

Adoptions
Notice is given that a Notice of Intent
to Dissolve Graceway Recovery
Residence, Inc., a Georgia non-profit
corporation with its registered office
at 126 N. Westover Boulevard,
Albany, Dougherty County, Georgia
31707, (the “Corporation”) will be
delivered to the Secretary of State
for filing in accordance with the
Georgia Nonprofit Corporation Code.
All persons with claims against the
Corporation shall submit their claims,
with all supporting documentation, to
Blake Edwin Lisenby, Esq. of
Lisenby & Associates, L.L.C. at Post
Office Box 4101, Macon, Georgia
31208. Except for claims that are
contingent at the time of the filing of
the Notice of Intent to Dissolve or
that arise after the filing of the Notice
of Intent to Dissolve, a claim against
the Corporation not otherwise barred
will be barred unless a proceeding to
enforce the claim is commenced
within two years after publication of
this Notice.

Construction/
Service Bids
INVITATION TO BID

Demolition and Site Cleanup
BID REF. 25-032

Sealed bids will be received by
the City of Albany, Procurement
Division, 222 Pine Avenue, Suite
260, Albany, Georgia, 31701,
until 2:30 PM, on January 9,
2025. A Pre-Bid Conference will
be held on December 20, at the
Procurement division office.
Documents can be obtained
from the Procurement Division,
the Georgia Procurement
Registry, and at
www.albanyga.gov. For
additional information, contact
Takeshia Martin, Buyer I, at
tmartin@albanyga.gov.

\by\ Derrick L. Brown, Chief
Financial Officer

Alcoholic 
Beverages

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
FOR BEER BREWERY LICENSE

I, Joe Harris Morgan, trading as
Pretoria Fields Farm at 5626 Walker
Ducker Station Rd., Albany, Georgia
31721, give notice that I have applied
for an Alcohol License to be
considered by the Dougherty County
Commission at 10 a.m. on January
6, 2025, at 222 Pine Avenue, Room
100, Albany, Ga. 31702
Albany Herald Run Dates:   
December 14, 2024
December 21, 2024
December 28, 2024 
January 4, 2025

Corporations
NOTICE OF INCORPORATION
Notice is given that articles of
incorporation that will incorporate
Ladies Auxiliary KofC 3607, Inc.
have been delivered to the Secretary
of State for filing in accordance with
the Georgia Business Corporation
Code. The initial registered office of
the corporation is located at 421
Edgewood Lane, Albany, GA 31707,
and its initial registered agent at such
address is Lisa T. Myler

Debtors & 
Creditors

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND
CREDITORS

STATE OF GEORGIA,
COUNTY OF DOUGHERTY.
All creditors of the Estate of
Alexzandria Soilberry, late of
Dougherty County, Georgia, are
hereby notified to render their
demands to the undersigned
according to law, and all persons
indebted to said estate are required
to make immediate payment to us.
This 12th day of December, 2024.
Lauren H. Williamson,
Administrator of the Estate of
Alexzandria Soilberry
216 N. Westover Blvd.
Albany, GA 31707

December 21, 28, 2024 Janaury 4,
11, 2024

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND
CREDITORS

All creditors of the Estate of Joyce H.
Owens, late of Dougherty County,
deceased, are hereby notified to
render in their demands to the
undersigned according to law, and all
persons indebted to said Estate are
required to make immediate
payment.
This 4th day of December 2024.
ROBIN OWENS
Executrix of the Estate of Joyce H.
Owens
%DIVINE FINNEY DAVIS, PC
600 N. Jackson Street
Albany, GA 31701

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to all creditors
of the Estate of PRISCILLA DIANNE
MARTIN, Deceased, to submit an
account of their demands to the
undersigned within the time frame
prescribed by law, and all persons
indebted to said Estate are
requested to make immediate
payment to the undersigned.
VICTOR N. MARTIN, Petitiner
120 Amacola Court
Leesburg, GA 31762

NOTICE TO DEBTORS &
CREDITORS

All creditors of the Estate of Harold
Portes Roper, late of Dougherty
County, deceased, are hereby
notified to render in their demands to
the undersigned according to law,
and all persons indebted to said
Estate are required to make
immediate payment.
This 4th day of December, 2024.
MARION WEBB
Executrix of the Estate of Harold
Portes Roper
%DIVINE FINNEY DAVIS, PC
600 N. Jackson Street
Albany, GA 31701

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS/DEBTORS

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF DOUGHERTY
IN RE: ESTATE OF MARY ANN
JONES
All creditors/debtors of the Estate of
Mary Ann Jones, deceased, late of
Dougherty County are hereby
notified to render their demands to
the undersigned according to the
law, and all persons indebted to said
Estate are required to make
immediate payment to Jimmie Lee
Jones, Jr., Administrator of the
Estate of Mary Ann Jones,
deceased, c/o Attorney Valerie
Brown-Williams, P.O. Box 681,
Albany, Georgia 31702.
This 16th day of December, 2024.

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND
CREDITORS

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF DOUGHERTY
All creditors of the Estate of Jesse
Clyde Hampton II, deceased, late of
Dougherty County, are hereby
notified to render in their demands to
the undersigned according to law,
and all persons indebted to said
estate are required to make
immediate payment to me.
This 15th day of November, 2024.
J. Enrique Morales, Esq.
Attorney to the Administrator of the
Estate of Jesse Clyde Hampton, II,
Deceased
Rodriguez Hampton
3326 Hidden Trail Road Southeast
Smyrna, GA 30082

December 7, 14, 21, 28, 2024
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND

CREDITORS
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF DOUGHERTY
NOTICE is hereby given to all
debtors and creditors of the Estate of
Brenda Lavada Bradley late of said
county, deceased, to render an
account of their demands to the
undersigned within the time
prescribed by the law. All persons
indebted to the estate are hereby
requested to make immediate
payment to the undersigned.
This 19th day of November, 2024.
William Douglas Bradley, Executor of
the Estate of Brenda Lavada Bradley
c/o Moorhead Law Firm, LLC
314 W. Residence Avenue
Albany, Georgia 31701
December 7, 14, 21, 28, 2024

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND
CREDITORS

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF DOUGHERTY
NOTICE is hereby given to all
debtors and creditors of the Estate of
Bland Newcomb Cleesattle of said
county, deceased, to render an
account of their demands to the
undersigned within the time
prescribed by law. All persons
indebted to the estate are hereby
requested to make immediate
payment to the undersigned.
This 22nd day of November 2024.
Donald A. Cleesattle Jr., Executor of
the Estate of Bland Newcomb
Cleesattle
c/o John M. Moorhead, Esq.
314 W. Residence Ave
Albany, GA 31701
November 30, December 7, 14, 21,
2024
NOTICE
GEORGIA
DOUGHERTY COUNTY
Notice is hereby given to all creditors
of the Estate of Christine Chambless
Brooks, deceased, to present an
account of their demands to the
undersigned within the time
prescribed by law, and all persons
indebted to the said estate are
hereby requested to make immediate
payment to the undersigned.
Terry Brooks, Administrator
of the Estate of Christine Chambless
Brooks
c/o Larry B. Owens, LLC
P.O. Boc 352
Albany, GA 31702
229-430-9989
November 30, December 7, 14, 21,
2024
NOTICE
GEORGIA
DOUGHERTY COUNTY
Notice is hereby given to all creditors
of the Estate of Johnny Mack
Thomas, deceased, to present an
account of their demands to the
undersigned within the time
prescribed by law, and all persons
indebted to the said estate are
hereby requested to make immediate
payment to the undersigned.
Lonnie Ruth Thomas
Executrix of the Estate of
Johnny Mack Thomas
c/o Larry B. Owens, LLC
P.O. Box 352
Albany, GA 31702
229-430-9989
November 30, December 7, 14, 21,
2024

NOTICE TO DEBTORS &
CREDITORS

All creditors of the Estate of Rebekah
Fowler Griffin, late of Lee County,
deceased, are hereby notified to
render in their demands to the
undersigned according to law, and all
persons indebted to said Estate are
required to make immediate
payment.
This 21st day of November, 2024.
JASON G. GRIFFIN
Executor of the Estate of Rebekah
Fowler Griffin
% DIVINE FINNEY DAVIS, PC
600 N. Jackson Street
Albany, GA 31707

November 30, Dec 7, 14, 21, 2024

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND
DEBTORS

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF DOUGHERTY
IN RE: ESTATE OF ELIZABETH
GALVIN BRAMBLE, DECEASED
All creditors of the estate of Elizabeth
Galvin Bramble, deceased, late of
Dougherty County, Georgia, are
hereby notified to render their
demands to the undersigned
according to law, and all persons
indebted to said estate are required
to make immediate payment to the
undersigned Administrator of the
Estate of Elizabeth Galvin Bramble.
This 10th day of December, 2024.
Beth Ann Bramble-Lansman,
Administrator of the  Elizabeth Galvin
Bramble Estate
1802 West Lakeridge Drive
Albany, Georgia 31707
or
MOORE, CLARKE, DuVALL &
RODGERS, P.C.
2829 Old Dawson Road
Post Office Drawer 71727
Albany, Georgia 31708-1727
229-888-3338

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND
CREDITORS

STATE OF GEORGIA,
COUNTY OF DOUGHERTY.
All creditors of the Estate of GUSSIE
PEARL SMITH deceased, late of
Dougherty County, Georgia, are
hereby notified to render their
demands to the undersigned
according to law, and all persons
indebted to said estate are required
to make immediate payment to us.
This 5th day of November, 2024.
Lauren H. Williamson
Administrator of the Estate of Gussie
Pearl Smith
216 N. Westover Blvd.
Albany, GA 31707

Divorces
DOUGHERTY COUNTY 

SUPERIOR COURT
STATE OF GEORGIA

Petitioner: Clarence L. Jackson
vs.
Respondent: Minnie L. Jackson

Civil Action Case Number:
24CV-1045-3

NOTICE OF SUMMONS

TO: Minnie L. Jackson, Respondent
Named Above: 
This notice has been published to let
you know that a Divorce case was
filed against you in the Superior
Court on Nov. 20, 2024. The court
issued an order for service of
summons by publication on Nov. 22,
2024. You must file an Answer to the
Petition with the clerk of Superior
Court and serve the Petitioner with a
copy of the Answer. The Petitioner's
address is 1002 Saint Andrews Dr.,
Albany, GA 31707. You must file
your Answer within sixty (60) days of
the date of the order for service by
publication. If you fail to file an
Answer, then a judgment by default
will be taken against you, and the
Petitioner will get everything he
asked for in the Petition for Divorce.

This the 22nd day of November,
2024.

Samantha Sebastian, Deputy Clerk
Dougherty County Superior Court
State of Georgia

DOUGHERTY COUNTY 
SUPERIOR COURT

STATE OF GEORGIA

Petitioner: Zion Malone
vs.
Respondent: Deshawn Waite, Jr.

Civil Action Case Number:
24CV-1050-4

NOTICE OF SUMMONS

TO: Deshawn Waite, Jr.,Respondent
Named Above: 
This notice has been published to let
you know that a Divorce case was
filed against you in the Superior
Court on Nov. 20, 2024. The court
issued an order for service of
summons by publication on Nov. 25,
2024. You must file an Answer to the
Petition with the clerk of Superior
Court and serve the Petitioner with a
copy of the Answer. The Petitioner's
address is 2014 Kirkwood Rd.,
Albany, GA 31721. You must file
your Answer within sixty (60) days of
the date of the order for service by
publication. If you fail to file an
Answer, then a judgment by default
will be taken against you, and the
Petitioner will get everything he
asked for in the Petition for Divorce.

This the 25th day of November,
2024.

Joseph W. Dent, Judge
Dougherty County Superior Court
State of Georgia

Juvenile Court
PUBLICATION

DOUGHERTY COUNTY JUVENILE
COURT

IN THE MATTER OF:  A.G. B/F
04/20/2016; Z.G. B/M 10/28/2013

To:  Kevian Latrezz Green  all
unknown biological fathers, putative
fathers, legal fathers, or any other
individuals alleging custody or any
other individuals who might be the
father of A.G. B/F 04/20/2016; Z.G.
B/M 10/28/2013 children born to
Adijah Rainey mother on the
aforementioned dates
A petition was filed in this Court by
Social Services Supervisor,
September 16, 2024. The Petition
alleges the above-referenced child to
be dependent according to Georgia
law and seeks termination of your
parental rights, if any. You may
obtain a copy of the Petition, which
sets forth the specific allegations in
detail, from the Clerk of Juvenile
Court of Dougherty County, 225 Pine
Avenue, Room G-7, Ground Floor,
Albany, Georgia, 31701, phone
229-431-2162.
By authority of an Order for Service
by Publication by the Judge of said
Court on or about the 12th day of
December 2024, you are
commanded to be an appear in the
Juvenile Court of Dougherty County,
Georgia, located at 225 Pine
Avenue, Room G-7, Ground Floor,
Albany, Georgia, 31701, within sixty
(60) days of said Order for Service
by Publication and on the 25th day of
February, 2025 at 9:00 a.m. to then
and there make defense to
allegations of the petition, and to
show cause why the prayers of the
petition should not be granted, and
why the said child and all parties
named herein should not be dealt
with according to the provisions of
the law. The hearing is for the
purpose of terminating your parental
rights.
You or any other interested party
may file a written objection or answer
on or before the date and time for the
hearing stated above by filing the
same at the office of the Clerk of
Juvenile Court of Dougherty County,
Georgia, and the Petitioner's
Attorney, William Godfrey
Be advised that any biological father
who is not the legal father of this
child shall lose all rights to this child
and shall not be entitled to object to
the termination of his rights unless
within thirty (30) days of receipt of
this notice, he files a petition to

legitimate the child pursuant to
O.C.G.A. § 19-7-22 and (2) notice of
the filing of the Petition to legitimate
with the Dougherty
County Juvenile Court.

Witness the Honorable Herbie L.
Solomon, Judge of said Court this
_____ day of ___________, 2024.

Tequila B, Woods, Clerk
Dougherty County Juvenile Court
Dougherty Judicial Circuit
William Godfrey
Special Assistant Attorney General
Post Office Box 2321
Albany, Georgia 31702
Phone (229) 573-7225
wjgodfrey@wjgodfrey.com

PUBLICATION

DOUGHERTY COUNTY JUVENILE
COURT

IN THE MATTER OF:  K.I. B/F
04/20/2012; T.M. B/F 08/21/2013;
A.I. B/F 01/01/2015

To:  Tasia Lashe Isaac a.k.a. Tasia
Isaac Jackson mother or any other
individuals alleging custody of  K.I.
04/20/2012; T.M. 08/21/2013; A.I.
01/01/2015 children born to Tasia
Lashe Isaac a.k.a. Tasia Isaac
Jackson mother on the
aforementioned date

To:  Richard Molden all unknown
biological fathers, putative fathers,
legal fathers, or any other individuals
alleging custody or any other
individuals who might be the father of
T.M. 08/21/2013; A.I. 01/01/2015
children born to Tasia Lashe Isaac
a.k.a. Tasia Isaac Jackson mother
on the aforementioned date

To: Eric Thomas all unknown
biological fathers, putative fathers,
legal fathers, or any other individuals
alleging custody or any other
individuals who might be the father of
K.I. 04/20/2012; child born to Tasia
Lashe Isaac a.k.a. Tasia Isaac
Jackson mother on the
aforementioned date
A petition was filed in this Court by
Social Services Supervisor Windy
Abraham, on the 16th day of
September 2024. The Petition
alleges the above-referenced child to
be dependent according to Georgia
law and seeks termination of your
parental rights, if any. You may
obtain a copy of the Petition, which
sets forth the specific allegations in
detail, from the Clerk of Juvenile
Court of Dougherty County, 225 Pine
Avenue, Room G-7, Ground Floor,
Albany, Georgia, 31701, phone
229-431-2162.
By authority of an Order for Service
by Publication by the Judge of said
Court on or about the 12th day of
December, 2024, you are
commanded to be an appear in the
Juvenile Court of Dougherty County,
Georgia, located at 225 Pine
Avenue, Room G-7, Ground Floor,
Albany, Georgia, 31701, within sixty
(60) days of said Order for Service
by Publication and on the 25th day of
February, 2025 at 1:30 p.m. to then
and there make defense to
allegations of the petition, and to
show cause why the prayers of the
petition should not be granted, and
why the said child and all parties
named herein should not be dealt
with according to the provisions of
the law. The hearing is for the
purpose of terminating your parental
rights.
You or any other interested party
may file a written objection or answer
on or before the date and time for the
hearing stated above by filing the
same at the office of the Clerk of
Juvenile Court of Dougherty County,
Georgia, and the Petitioner's
Attorney, William Godfrey
Be advised that any biological father
who is not the legal father of this
child shall lose all rights to this child
and shall not be entitled to object to
the termination of his rights unless
within thirty (30) days of receipt of
this notice, he files a petition to
legitimate the child pursuant to
O.C.G.A. § 19-7-22 and (2) notice of
the filing of the Petition to legitimate
with the Dougherty
County Juvenile Court.

Witness the Honorable Herbie L.
Solomon, Judge of said Court this
_____ day of ___________,
2024___.

Tequila B, Woods, Clerk
Dougherty County Juvenile Court
Dougherty Judicial Circuit
William Godfrey
Special Assistant Attorney General
Post Office Box 2321
Albany, Georgia 31702
Phone (229) 573-7225
wjgodfrey@wjgodfrey.com

PUBLICATION
DOUGHERTY COUNTY JUVENILE
COURT
IN THE MATTER OF: F.T., W/M,
DOB: 08/01/2016
To:  Lisa Daniel, Jarrod Taylor or any
other individual who might be the
biological father of one male child
born to Lisa Daniel on August 1,
2016.  

 A petition was filed in this Court
by Social Services Case Supervisor
Treena White, on the 11th day of
September, 2024.  The Petition
alleges the above-referenced child to
be dependent according to Georgia
law and seeks termination of your
parental rights, if any.   You may
obtain a copy of the Petition, which
sets forth the specific allegations in
detail, from the Clerk of Juvenile
Court of Dougherty County, 225 Pine
Avenue, Basement, Juvenile Court,
Albany, Georgia, phone is
229-431-2162.
By authority of an Order for Service
by Publication by the Judge of said
Court on the 19th day of November,
2024, you are commanded to be an
appear in the Juvenile Court of
Dougherty County, Georgia, at the
Dougherty County Courthouse
located at 225 Pine Avenue,
Basement, Juvenile Court, Albany,
Georgia, within sixty (60) days of
said Order for Service by Publication
and on the 21st  day of  January,
2024, at 1:00 p.m. to then and there
make defense to allegations of the
petition, and to show cause why the
prayers of the petition should not be
granted, and why the said child and
all parties named herein should not
be dealt with according to the

provisions of the law.  The hearing is
for the purpose of terminating your
parental rights.

You or any other interested party
may file a written objection or answer
on or before the date and time for the
hearing stated above by filing the
same at the office of the Clerk of
Juvenile Court of Dougherty County,
Georgia, and the Petitioner’s
Attorney, Gregory T. Williams

Be advised that any biological
father who is not the legal father of
this child shall lose all rights to this
child and shall not be entitled to
object to the termination of his rights
unless within thirty (30) days of
receipt of this notice, he files (1) a
petition to legitimate the child
pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 19-7-22 and
(2) notice of the filing of the Petition
to legitimate with the Dougherty
County Juvenile Court.

Witness the Honorable Herbie L.
Solomon, Judge of said Court this
19th day of November, 2024.
Tequila Woods
Clerk of Dougherty County Juvenile
Court
Gregory T. Williams
Special Assistant Attorney General
Post Office Box 1113, Camilla,
Georgia 31708
Phone (229) 330-0614, Georgia Bar
Number 443607

Miscellaneous
CASE NAME: BENJAMIN PRYMUS
LEWIS
CASE NO: 2024-ES-445
GEORGIA, DOUGHERTY COUNTY
PROBATE COURT
IN RE: The Petition to Probate Will in
Solemn Form in the
above-referenced estate having
been duly filed,
TO: JACQUELINE HENDERSON
and ALL OTHER INTERESTED
PARTIES
This is to notify you to file objection,
if there is any, to the Petition to
Probate Will in Solemn Form, in this
Court on or before December 30,
2024.
Be notified further: All objections to
the petition must be in writing, setting
forth the grounds of any such
objections. All objections should be
sworn to before a notary public or
before a Probate Court Clerk, and
filing fees must be tendered with
your objections, unless you qualify to
file as an indigent party. Contact
probate court personnel for the
required amount of filing fees. If any
objections are filed, a hearing will be
scheduled at a later date. If no
objections are filed, the petition may
be granted without a hearing.

December 7, 14, 21, 28, 2024
ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLE
PETITION ADVERTISEMENT
You are hereby notified, in
accordance with O.C.G.A. Section
40-11-19.1, that petitions were filed
in the Magistrate Court of Dougherty
County to foreclose liens against the
vehicles listed below for all amounts
owed. If a lien is foreclosed, the
Court shall order the sale of the
vehicle to satisfy the debt. The
present location of the vehicles is:
PAINT PRO TOWING, LLC
Anyone with an ownership interest in
a vehicle listed herein may file an
answer to the petition on or before:
1/2/25
Answer forms may be found in the
Magistrate Court Clerk's Office or
online at:
www.georgiamagistratecouncil.com.

Vehicle Make: PONTIAC
Year: 2003
Model: SUNFIRE
VIN #: 1G2JB12FX37128140
Tag #:  RBG0604
State: GA
Magistrate Court Case No.:
2024-391AV

Vehicle Make: JEEP
Year: 2019
Model: GRAND CHEROKEE
VIN #: 1C4RJFAG3KC819122
Tag #: SHH2610
State: GA
Magistrate Court Case No.:
2024-383AV

Vehicle Make: FORD 
Year: 2013
Model: FIESTA
VIN #: 3FADP4BJ3DM191819
Tag #: TGW0517
State: GA
Magistrate Court Case No.:
2024-388AV

Vehicle Make: HONDA 
Year: 2008
Model: ACCORD
VIN #: JHMCP26328C027649
Tag #: RET0015
State: GA
Magistrate Court Case No.:
2024-385AV

Vehicle Make: CHEVROLET
Year: 2012
Model: MALIBU
VIN #: 1G1ZA5EU3CF215394
Tag #: TAV6465
State: GA
Magistrate Court Case No.:
2024-386AV

Vehicle Make: TOYOTA
Year: 2005
Model: 4-RUNNER
VIN #: JTEZU14R450048873
Tag #: RRB8987
State: GA
Magistrate Court Case No.:
2024-387AV

Vehicle Make: HYUNDAI
Year: 2005 
Model: ELANTRA
VIN #: KMHDN46DX5U193869
Tag #:  SFQ3961
State: GA
Magistrate Court Case No.:
2024-384AV

Vehicle Make: NISSAN
Year: 2013
Model: SENTRA
VIN #: 3N1AB7AP4DL620591
Tag #: CQQ6940
State: GA
Magistrate Court Case No.:
2024-390AV 

ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLE
ADVERTISEMENT NOTICE 

You are hereby notified, in
accordance with OCGA 40-11-19 (a)
(2), that each of the below
referenced vehicles are subject to a
lien and a petition may be filed in
court to foreclose a lien for all
amounts owed.  If the lien is
foreclosed, a court shall order the

sale of the vehicle to satisfy the debt.

The vehicles are currently located at:
A1 Wrecker Service 
The vehicles subject to liens as
stated above are identified as: 

Make: GMC
Model: Yukon
Year: 2003
Vin #:  1GKEC13T73J180444
Tag: 736HKX
State: GA

Make: Hyundai
Model: Sonata
Year: 2016
Vin #:5NPE24AF3GH332134
Tag: P6177700
State: GA

Make: Chevrolet 
Model: Cobalt 
Year: 2007
Vin #: 1G1AL15F177223687
Tag: RHH2392
State: GA

Anyone with an ownership interest in
any of these vehicles should contact
the following business immediately: 
A1 Wrecker 
213 7th Ave 
Albany, GA   31701 

Phone: (229)-436-3990   

12/18/2024

Name Changes
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF

DOUGHERTY COUNTY 
STATE OF GEORGIA

In re the name change of:
Calvin Gene Beckham

Civil Action File No. 24CV1008-2

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME 

I, Calvin Gene Beckham, filed a
petition in the Superior Court of
Dougherty County, Georgia on the
11 day of November, 2024 to change
my name from Calvin Gene
Beckham to Calvin Gene Beckhom.
Any interested party has the right to
appear in this case and file
objections within 30 days after the
Petition was files.

Signed this 11th day of November,
2024.

Calvin Beckham
Petitioner 
GEORGIA, CALHOUN COUNTY
NOTICE OF PETITION FOR NAME

CHANGE
Courtney Brown Hunnicutt has filed a
Petition in the Superior Court of
Calhoun County, Georgia, requesting
the name of her minor child, Gracen
Elise Settles, be changed to Gracen
Elise Hunnicutt.  The Petition was
filed on November 4th, 2024, under
Case No.: 24-V-086. A hearing in
matter has been set in the Superior
Court of Mitchell County, Georgia, on
the 8th day of January, 2025.  Any
interested or affected party may
appear and file an objection to the
same.
Edward R. Collier,
Attorney for 
Courtney Brown Hunnicutt 
COLLIER & GAMBLE
State Bar No.: 0178064
P.O. Box 577
Dawson, Georgia 39842
(229)995-5657
December 14, 21, 28, 2024 January

4, 2024

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF
DOUGHERTY COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA

In re the name change of:
Brandon Kyle Wilson

Civil Action File No. 24CV1084-2

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME

I, Brandon Kyle Wilson, filed a
petition in the Superior Court of
Dougherty County, Georgia on the
26 day of November, 2024 to change
my name from Brandon Kyle Wilson
to Brandon Kyle Smalls. Any
interested party has the right to
appear in this case and file
objections within 30 days after the
Petition was files.

Signed this 26 day of November,
2024.

Brandon K. Wilson
Petitioner 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF
DOUGHERTY COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA

In re the name change of:
Yalonda Williams Jackson

Civil Action File No. 24CV110.3

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME 

I, Yalonda Williams Jackson, filed a
petition in the Superior Court of
Dougherty County, Georgia on the 3
day of December, 2024 to change
my name from Yalonda Williams
Jackson to Yalonda Michelle
Williams. Any interested party has
the right to appear in this case and
file objections within 30 days after
the Petition was files.

Signed this 3rd day of December,
2024.

Yalonda Williams Jackson,
Petitioner 

Probate Court 
Administration

GEORGIA, DOUGHERTY COUNTY
PROBATE COURT

IN RE: ESTATE OF: 
HILDA MARIE STICKLER
ESTATE FILE NO: 2024-ES-320

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Charles Andrew Stickler has
petitioned to be appointed
administrator of the estate of
HILDA MARIE STICKLER,
Deceased, of said County. (The
Petitioner has also applied for certain
powers contained in O.C.G.A.
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53-12-261, and waiver of
bond/reports/statements.) All
interested parties are hereby notified
to show cause why said petition
should not be granted. All objections
to the petition must be in writing,
setting forth the grounds for any
such objections, and must be filed
with the court on or before January
6, 2025.

All pleadings/objections must be
signed before a notary public or
before a probate court clerk, and
filing fees must be tendered with
your pleadings/objections, unless
you qualify to file as an indigent
party. Contact probate court
personnel at the following
address/telephone number for the
required amount of filing fees. If any
objections are filed, a hearing will be
scheduled at a later date. If no
objections are filed, the petition may
be granted without a hearing.

Leisa G. Blount
Judge, Probate Court
Dougherty County, GA
P.O. Box 1827
Albany, GA 31702
(229) 431-2102

Citation dates: December 14, 21,
and 28, 2024
January 4, 2025
GEORGIA, DOUGHERTY COUNTY
PROBATE COURT
IN RE: ESTATE OF: TEODOSIO
HERNANDEZ
ESTATE FILE NO: 2024-ES-450
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
Robert Hernandez has petitioned to
be appointed administrator of the
estate of TEODOSIO HERNANDEZ,
Deceased, of said County.  (The
Petitioner has also applied for certain
powers contained in O.C.G.A. 
53-12-261, and waiver of
bond/reports/statements.)   All
interested parties are hereby notified
to show cause why said petition
should not be granted.  All objections
to the petition must be in writing,
setting forth the grounds for any
such objections, and must be filed
with the court on or before January
6, 2025. 
All pleadings/objections must be
signed before a notary public or
before a probate court clerk, and
filing fees must be tendered with
your pleadings/objections, unless
you qualify to file as an indigent
party.  Contact probate court
personnel at the following
address/telephone number for the
required amount of filing fees.  If any
objections are filed, a hearing will be
scheduled at a later date.  If no
objections are filed, the petition may
be granted without a hearing.
Leisa G. Blount
Judge, Probate Court 
Dougherty County, GA
P.O. Box 1827
Albany, GA 31702
(229) 431-2102
Citation dates: December 14, 21,
and 28, 2024 January 4, 2025

Probate Court 12 
mth Support

GEORGIA, DOUGHERTY COUNTY
PROBATE COURT

IN RE: ESTATE OF 
JERRY ROGER GRIFFIN 
ESTATE FILE NO: 2024-ES-355

NOTICE OF PETITION TO FILE
FOR YEAR’S SUPPORT

The Petition of Carolyn Kidd
Griffin for a year’s support from the
estate of JERRY ROGER GRIFFIN,
Deceased, for Decedent’s surviving
spouse having been duly filed, all
interested persons are hereby
notified to show cause, if any, on or
before December 30, 2024, why
said petition should not be granted.

All objections to the petition must
be in writing, setting forth the
grounds for any such objections, and
must be filed on or before the time
stated in the preceding sentence.  All
pleading/objections must be signed
before a notary public or before a
probate court clerk, and filing fees
must be tendered with your
pleadings/objections, unless you
qualify to file as an indigent party. 
Contact probate court personnel at
the following address/telephone
number for the required amount of
filing fees.  If any objections are filed,
a hearing will be scheduled at a later
date.  If no objections are filed, the
petition may be granted without a
hearing.

Leisa G. Blount
Judge, Probate Court 
Dougherty County, GA
P.O. Box 1827
Albany, GA 31702
(229) 431-2102

Citation dates: December 7, 14, 21,
and 28, 2024

GEORGIA, DOUGHERTY COUNTY
PROBATE COURT

IN RE: ESTATE OF 
ARTHUR JAMES JOHNSON 
ESTATE FILE NO: 2024-ES-213

NOTICE OF PETITION TO FILE
FOR YEAR’S SUPPORT

The Petition of Nettie W. Johnson
for a year’s support from the estate
of ARTHUR JAMES JOHNSON,
Deceased, for Decedent’s surviving
spouse having been duly filed, all
interested persons are hereby
notified to show cause, if any, on or
before December 23, 2024, why
said petition should not be granted.
All objections to the petition must be
in writing, setting forth the grounds
for any such objections, and must be
filed on or before the time stated in
the preceding sentence.  All
pleading/objections must be signed
before a notary public or before a
probate court clerk, and filing fees
must be tendered with your
pleadings/objections, unless you
qualify to file as an indigent party. 
Contact probate court personnel at
the following address/telephone
number for the required amount of
filing fees.  If any objections are filed,
a hearing will be scheduled at a later
date.  If no objections are filed, the
petition may be granted without a
hearing.

Leisa G. Blount
Judge, Probate Court 
Dougherty County, GA
P.O. Box 1827
Albany, GA 31702
(229) 431-2102

Citation dates: November 30, 2024
December 7, 14 and 21, 2024

GEORGIA, DOUGHERTY COUNTY
PROBATE COURT

IN RE: ESTATE OF 
JERRY E. PETERMAN 
ESTATE FILE NO: 2024-ES-442

NOTICE OF PETITION TO FILE
FOR YEAR’S SUPPORT

The Petition of Margaret
Peterman for a year’s support from
the estate of JERRY E. PETERMAN,
Deceased, for Decedent’s surviving
spouse having been duly filed, all
interested persons are hereby
notified to show cause, if any, on or
before December 30, 2024, why
said petition should not be granted.

All objections to the petition must
be in writing, setting forth the
grounds for any such objections, and
must be filed on or before the time
stated in the preceding sentence.  All
pleading/objections must be signed
before a notary public or before a
probate court clerk, and filing fees
must be tendered with your
pleadings/objections, unless you
qualify to file as an indigent party. 
Contact probate court personnel at
the following address/telephone
number for the required amount of
filing fees.  If any objections are filed,
a hearing will be scheduled at a later
date.  If no objections are filed, the
petition may be granted without a
hearing.

Leisa G. Blount
Judge, Probate Court 
Dougherty County, GA
P.O. Box 1827
Albany, GA 31702
(229) 431-2102

Citation dates: November 30, 2024
         December 7, 14, and 21, 2024

Probate Court 
Discharge

NOTICE
(For Discharge from Office and all

Liability)
PROBATE COURT OF

DOUGHERTY COUNTY
ESTATE NO: 2022-ES-119

PETITION OF MARY LYNDON
DELOATCH

FOR DISCHARGE AS PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE

OF THE ESTATE OF: MARY LONG
RAY FOSTER BOATRIGHT

TO: ALL INTERESTED PARTIES
This is to notify you to file objection,
if there is any, to the above
referenced petition, in this Court on
or before January 3, 2025. BE
NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections
to the petition must be in writing,
setting forth the grounds of any such
objections. All pleadings/objections
must be signed before a notary
public or before a probate court
clerk, and filing fees must be
tendered with your
pleadings/objections, unless you
qualify to file as an indigent party.
Contact probate court personnel for
the required amount of filing fees. If
any objections are filed, a hearing
will be scheduled at a later date. If no
objections are filed, the petition may
be granted without a hearing.
CITATION DATE: December 21,
2024
Leisa G. Blount, Probate Judge
Dougherty County Probate Court
Post Office Box 1827
Albany, Georgia 31702-1827
229-431-2102

Public Sales/
Auctions

Hook Em Towing & Wrecker Service

Public Auction:12.23.2024 at 10:00
AM

IN ACCORDANCE WITH O.C.G.A.
SECTION 40-11-02, FOURTEEN
(14) ABANDONED, WRECKED,
AND/OR STOLEN VEHICLES ARE
TO BE AUCTIONED TO THE
HIGHEST BIDDER. TERMS OF
PAYMENT: CASH, CASHIER’S
CHECK, DEBIT or CREDIT CARDS
(ALL Credit/Debit Card payments will
have a 3.5% CC fee added). (There
is also a $35.00 Administrative Fee
added to each sell.) LOCATION: 204
Poplar Street, Albany, Ga 31707

Please note, all vehicles must be
removed from the property by 1 PM
on the date of the sell. No vehicles
can be driven off the property.

The vehicles available for auction as
stated above are identified as:

Vehicle Make: Honda                         
Year: 2013                   
Model: Accord
Vehicle ID #: 1HGCR2F30DA248511
Case No.: 2024-96AV

Vehicle Make: Toyota                         
Year: 2008                 
Model: Camry
Vehicle ID #:  4T1BE46K78U766124 
Case No.: 2024-357AV

Vehicle Make: Kia                               
Year: 2015                 
Model: Soul
Vehicle ID #: KNDJP3A56F7792330
Case No.: 2024-277AV

Vehicle Make:  Kia                              
Year: 2019                  
Model:  Sorento LXL
Vehicle ID #: 5XYPG4A30KG507987
Case No.:  2024-274AV

Vehicle Make: Dodge                         
Year: 2014             
Model: Journey
Vehicle ID #: 3C4PDCGB7ET292882
Case No.:  2024-276AV

Vehicle Make: Nissan                        
Year: 2019                
Model: Sentra
Vehicle ID #: 3N1AB7AP3KY208050 
Case No.: 2024-273AV

Vehicle Make:  Honda                        
Year:2008
Model:  Civic US LX
Vehicle ID #:  2HGFA16588H349075
Case No.:2024-146AV

Vehicle Make:  GMC                          
Year: 2003                  
Model: Yukon
Vehicle ID #:  1GKEC13Z83J255818
Case No.: 2024-247AV

Vehicle Make:  Cadillac                      
Year: 2008                   
Model:  CTS
Vehicle ID #: 1G6DV57V580189843  
Case No.:  2024-248AV

Vehicle Make: Honda                         
Year: 2005                   
Model:  Accord
Vehicle ID #:1HGCM56435A074394 
Case No.: 2024-95AV

Vehicle Make:  Kia                              
Year: 2014                  
Model: Forte
Vehicle ID #: KNAFX4A83E5051727 
Case No.: 2024-249AV

Vehicle Make:  Ford                           
Year:  2008                  
Model: Crown Victoria
Vehicle ID #: 2FAFP71V78X142812  
Case No.: 2024-371AV
Paint Pro Towing,LLC
2804 Wilmar Lane
Albany,Ga.31707
January 15,2025
Wed.10:00 A. M. -2: P.M.  

1.) 2001 Dodge Ram 1500
Vin # 1B7HC16X51S745188
Case # 2024-347AV

2.) 2017 Nissan Sentra
Vin # 3N1AB7AP2HY278003
Case # 2024-349AV

3.) 2014 Buick Verano
Vin # 1G4PR5SK0E4155224
Case # 2024-345AV

4.) 2014 Dodge Caravan
Vin # 2C4RDGBGXER260627 
Case # 2024-343AV

5.) 2012 Toyota Camry
Vin # 4T1BF1FK6CU089913
Case # 2024-342AV

6.) 2019 Nissan Sentra
Vin # 3N1AB7AP5KY440181
Case # 2024-350AV

7.) 2006 Buick Rendezvous
Vin # 3G5DA03L86S565433
Case # 2024-351AV

8.) 2008 Chevrolet Avalanche 
Vin # 3GNEC12078G163209
Case # 2024-348AV

9.) 2018 Mitsubishi Outlander
Vin # JA4AP4AW9JZ018563
Case # 2024-352AV

10.) 2007 Ford Edge 
Vin # 2FMDK48C37BA81890
Case # 2024-344AV

11.) 2007 Mercedes Benz CLS550
Vin # WDDDJ72X17A096393
Case # 2024-346AV

12.) 2018 Nissan Sentra
Vin # 3N1AB7AP1J6650756
Case # 2024-117AV

13.) 2013 Dodge Charger
Vin # 2C3CDXBG9DH587697 

ABANDONED MOTOR
VEHICLE ADVERTISEMENT
NOTICE

You are hereby notified, in
accordance with OCGA §
40-11-19(a) (2), that each of the
below-referenced vehicles are
subject to a lien and a petition may
be filed in court to foreclose a lien for
all amounts owed. If the lien is
foreclosed, a court shall order the
sale of the vehicle to satisfy the debt.

The vehicles are currently located at
Professional Locators and Recovery,
Inc. 1107 Centennial Ave. Albany,
GA 31707.

The vehicle(s) subject to liens as
stated above are identified as:

2022 TOYOTA PRIUS
JTDKAMFU3N3160399
COLOR: SILVER
TAG: DAW5040  GA

2022 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
COLOR: BLUE
5NPLM4AG7NH070223
TAG: SFC0452  GA

2007 NISSAN FRONTIER
1N6AD09W87C458682
COLOR: GRAY
TAG: NONE  GA

2016 NISSAN ALTIMA
1N4AL3AP0GC214249
COLOR: SILVER
TAG: NO TAG  GA

2009 DODGE JOURNEY
3D4GG47B59T201808
COLOR: SILVER
TAG: RVY9280  GA
Bush Self Storage, units located at
Bush Self Storage, 2421 Stuart
Avenue, Albany, GA 31707, hereby
gives notice of sale of contents in
storage belonging to the following
people:

M72 - Michael McConnell -
miscellaneous
M76 - Michael McConnell -
miscellaneous

The company reserves the right to
accept or reject any bids and
withdraw any item from this sale. 
The contents will be sold for cash
only to the highest bidder by sealed
bids, on the date of the sale -
January 10, 2025 at 9 am. 
Successful bidders will remove all
contents in the unit by the end of the
day of the sale and broom sweep the
unit.  
 If there are any questions, please
call Jane at (229) 299-4407.

ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLE
PETITION ADVERTISEMENT

You are hereby notified, in
accordance with O.C.G.A. Section
40-11-19.1, that petitions were filed
in the Magistrate Court of County to
foreclose liens against the vehicles
listed below for all amounts owed. If
a lien is foreclosed, the Court shall
order the sale of the vehicle to
satisfy the debt. The present location
of the vehicles is: Hook Em Towing
and Wrecker Service – 204 Poplar
Street Albany, Ga 31707. Anyone
with an ownership interest in a
vehicle listed herein may file an
answer to the petition on or before:   
   12-30-2024 .  Answer forms may
be found in the Magistrate Court
Clerk’s office located at: 225 Pine
Ave – Albany, Ga 31701

Forms may also be obtained online
a t
www.georgiamagistratecouncil.com.

Vehicle Make: Nissan
Year: _1996__ Model: Maxima  
Vehicle ID#: JN1CA21DOTT736174
Vehicle License #: RXC4965__
State: _GA__ Magistrate Court Case
No.: 2024-367AV

Vehicle Make: __Ford       Year:
2011__ Model: Crown Victoria_
Vehicle ID#: 2FABP7BV6BX162604
Vehicle License #: SGK9582__
State: _GA     Magistrate Court Case
No.: _2024-368AV

Vehicle Make: _Nissan Year: _2010_
Model: _Altima_         Vehicle ID#:
1NAL2AP8AN537051
Vehicle License #: _TFG4316___
State: __GA__ Magistrate Court
Case No.: 2024-369AV

Vehicle Make: Toyota_ Year:
____2009   Model: _Tacoma    
Vehicle ID#: 3TMJU62N49M084547
Vehicle License #: __BYY2043   
State: __GA___ Magistrate Court
Case No.: 2024-370AV

Vehicle Make: _Honda__ Year:
_2007_ Model: Accord      Vehicle
ID# :1HGCM665X7A077438
Vehicle License #: _SEU1277 State:
__GA___ Magistrate Court Case
No.: _2024-371AV___

Vehicle Make: Toyota    Year:
_2001_    Model: Camry    Vehicle
ID#: 4T1BG22K51U839114
Vehicle License #: _TBU1522_
State: __GA__ Magistrate Court
Case No.: _2024-372AV

STRUMS ELITE CAR AUCTION 
TIME: 10:00 AM 
DATE:TUESDAY, JANUARY 7, 2025

LOCATION: Strums Elite Towing &
Recovery 2800 Phillips Dr ALBANY,
GA 31721 

 IN ACCORDANCE WITH O.C.G.A.
SECTION 40-11-02, FIFTY-FOUR
(54) ABANDONED, WRECKED AND
STOLEN VEHICLES ARE TO BE
AUCTIONED TO THE HIGHEST
BIDDER. 

 TERMS OF PAYMENT: CASH,
CHASHIERS CHECK OR
PERSONAL CHECK WITH LETTER
OF CREDIT FROM YOUR BANK.
10% CAR PREMIUM CHARGE ON
EACH PURCHASE.

YEAR:2010
MAKE:FORD
MODEL:FLEX
VIN: 2FMGK5BCXABA77192

YEAR:2008
MAKE:FORD
MODEL:ESCAPE
VIN: 1FMCU93108KA99506

YEAR:2015
MAKE:GMC
MODEL:SIERRA 
VIN: 3GTUGC3FG534815

YEAR:2016
MAKE:HYUNDAI 
MODEL:SONATA 
VIN: 5NPE34AF9GH276794

YEAR:2016
MAKE:CHEVROLET
MODEL:SILVERADO 
VIN: 3GCUKREC3GG369895

YEAR:2004
MAKE:BMW
MODEL:3 SERIES 330i
VIN:WBABW53434PL41597

YEAR:2012
MAKE:HYUNDAI 
MODEL:SONATA 
VIN: 5NPEC4AB7CH361009

YEAR:2011
MAKE:HYUNDAI 
MODEL:ELANTRA 
VIN: KMHDH4AE3BU106977

YEAR:2008
MAKE:ACCORD 
MODEL:HONDA
VIN: 1HGCP26878A132360

YEAR:2011
MAKE:CHEVROLET
MODEL:EQUINOX 
VIN: 2GNALPEC5B1325670

YEAR:2016
MAKE:HYUNDAI 
MODEL:SONATA 
VIN: 5NPE24AF36H358832

YEAR:2015
MAKE:CHRYSLER 
MODEL:300
VIN: 2C3CCAAG1FH828962

YEAR:2007
MAKE:KW
MODEL:T200-SERIES 
VIN: 1XKTDB9X27J185013

YEAR:2008
MAKE:NISSIAN 
MODEL:ALTIMA
VIN: 1N4AL21E18N44832

YEAR:2014
MAKE:MERCEDES 
MODEL: E CLASS
VIN: WDDHF8JB6EB019010

YEAR:2009
MAKE:HONDA 
MODEL:ACCORD 
VIN: 1HGCP26879A156966

YEAR:2012
MAKE:CHEVROLET 
MODEL:IMPALA
VIN: 2G1WB5E32E1211836

YEAR:2017
MAKE:HYUNDAI 
MODEL:ACCENT 
VIN: KMHCT4AE7HU376734

YEAR:2001
MAKE:BMW
MODEL:3-SERIES 325-XI
VIN: WBAAB33431FU96574

YEAR:2007
MAKE:LEXUS
MODEL:GS 350
VIN: JTHCE96S370007710

YEAR:2012
MAKE:KIA
MODEL:FORTE
VIN: KNAFU4A27C5516995

YEAR:2012
MAKE:TOYOTA
MODEL:COROLLA BASE/E
VIN: 2T1BU4EEXCC838491

YEAR:2002
MAKE:HONDA
MODEL:CR-V
VIN: SHSRD78882U004034

Vin: 3FA60K90GR387599 
Year:2016 
Make: FORD 
Model:FUSION 2.

Vin: 5NPDH4AE3FH558027 
Year:2015 
Make:HYUNDAI 
Model:ELANTRA 

Vin:3N1AB7APXFY236000 
Year: 2015 
 Make:NISSAN 
Model:SENTRA 

Vin:3C6UR4CJ2HG684504 
Year:2017 
Make:Ram 
Model:2500 

Vin:ML32FUFJ3PHF01979 
Year:2023 
Make:Mitsubishi 
Model:Mirage 

Vin:3N1AB7AP9FY327369 
Year:2015 
Make:Nissan 
Model:Sentra  

Vin:2GTEC13V161250175 
Year:2006 
Make:GMC 
Model:SIERRA C1500 

Vin:1C4NJCBAXDD186428 
Year:2013 
Make:Jeep 
Model:Compass 

Vin:3N1AB7AP3EY278037 
Year:2014 
Make:Nissan 
Model:Sentra

229-319-5924
Strums Elite Towing & Recovery 

Service by 
Publication

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF
DOUGHERTY COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

Petitioner: Trevor Cook
v
Respondent: Angela Cook

Civil Action Case Number 
2024-SUCV-979

ORDER FOR SERVICE BY
PUBICATION

Petitioner having moved the Court
for an order directing service to be
made upon Respondent Angela
Cook in the case named above, and
it appearing to the Court from the
verified Complaint and Affidavit in
support of such motion that
Respondent is a nonresident and
that the action is an action in which a
Respondent may be served by
publication persuant to O.C.G.A.
9-10-71, it is 
   ORDERED, that service upon
Respondent be made by publication
as provided by law.

   This 17th day of December, 2024

Denise Marshall, JUDGE,
Dougherty County Superior Court
State of Georgia

Foreclosures
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE

OF
RIGHT OF REDEMPTION

TO: HENRY CARTER ESTATE
AND ALL HEIRS KNOWN AND
UNKNOWN
1207 Creamer Street, Albany,
Georgia 31705
and all persons who can claim any
interest in and to said property:

Take Notice that:

The right to redeem the following
described property, to wit:
All that tract or parcel of land lying
and being in the City of Albany,
Dougherty County, Georgia, and
being part of Lot 48 of Dixie Heights
Subdivision, according to map or plat
of said subdivision as same is
recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 73, in
the Office of the Clerk of Superior
Court of Dougherty County, Georgia,
and according to a redivision of aid
Lot as same is recorded in Plat Book
5, Page18, Dougherty County Land
Records, and is the same property
that is more fully and specifically
described in a Deed of Recorded in
Deed Book 681, Page 247, aforesaid
Records.  Subject to easements,
restrictions and assessments as set
forth in the above mention Deed.

Parcel No. 00001/00031/24B
will expire and be forever foreclosed
and barred on and after the 7th day
of February 2025.
The Tax Deed to which this notice
relates is dated the 1st day of August
2023, and is recorded in the Office of
the Clerk of Superior Court of
Dougherty County, Georgia, in Deed
Book 5122, Page 161.
The property may be redeemed at
any time before the 7th day of
February 2025, by payment of the
redemption price as fixed and
provided by law to the undersigned
at the following address:

MONTREAL ROBINSON
% Divine Finney Davis, PC
600 N. Jackson Street
Albany, GA 31701

PLEASE GOVERN YOURSELF
ACCORDINGLY.
By: TIMOTHY O. DAVIS
Attorney for Montreal Robinson
GA State Bar No. 213025
600 N. Jackson Street
Albany, GA 31701
229/883-1610
tim@dfdpclaw.com

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF DOUGHERTY

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER

Because of a default in the payment
of the indebtedness secured by a
Security Deed executed by
Rehoboth Bible Baptist Church, Inc.
to CenterState Bank, N.A. n/k/a
SouthState Bank, N.A. dated
November 14, 2019, and recorded in
Deed Book 4656, Page 141-154,
Dougherty County Records, securing
a Note dated November 14, 2019 in
the original principal amount of
$225,000.00, the holder thereof
pursuant to said Deed and Note
thereby secured has declared the
entire amount of said indebtedness
due and payable and pursuant to the
power of sale contained in said
Deed, will on the first Tuesday,
January 7, 2025, during the legal
hours of sale, before the Courthouse
door in said County unless an
alternate sale location, has been
designated by Order of the Superior
Court Judge in the County of the
scheduled sale, sell at public outcry
to the highest bidder for cash, the
property described in said Deed, to
wit:

All that tract or parcel of land lying
and being in Land Lot 372, First Land
District of Dougherty County,
Georgia being more particularly
described as that 1.118 acre tract
shown on that Plat of Survey
prepared for Drew Eckl and
Farnham, LLP, CenterState Bank,
Rehoboth Bible Baptist Church, Inc.,
and Stewart Title dated October 31,
2019, prepared by Gene W. Webb,
Registered Land Surveyor No. 2923,
and recorded on November 13, 2019
in Plat Book 8, Page 28, in the Office
of the Clerk of the Superior Court of
Dougherty County, Georgia. 

Said property is known as 1115 5th
Ave, Albany, GA 31707, together
with all fixtures and personal
property attached to and constituting
a part of said property, if any.

Said property will be sold subject to
any outstanding ad valorem taxes
(including taxes which are a lien,
whether or not now due and
payable), the right of redemption of
any taxing authority, any matters
which might be disclosed by an
accurate survey and inspection of
the property, any assessments,
liens, encumbrances, zoning
ordinances, restrictions, covenants,
and matters of record superior to the
Security Deed first set out above.

The sale will be conducted
subject (1) to confirmation that the
sale is not prohibited under the U.S.
Bankruptcy Code and (2) to final
confirmation and audit of the status
of the loan with the holder of the
security deed.

Notice has been given of intention
to collect attorney’s fees in
accordance with the terms of the
Note secured by said Deed.

Said property will be sold as the
property of Rehoboth Bible Baptist
Church, Inc., the property, to the
best information, knowledge and
belief of the undersigned, being
presently in the possession of
Rehoboth Bible Baptist Church, Inc.
or a tenant or tenants, and the
proceeds of said sale will be applied
to the payment of said indebtedness
and all expenses of said sale,
including attorney’s fees, all as
provided in said Deed, and the
balance, if any, will be distributed as
provided by law.

By: R. Brian Wooldridge 
as Attorney-in-Fact for CenterState
Bank,    
N.A., n/k/a/ SouthState Bank, N.A. 

WOOLDRIDGE LAW OFFICES, LLC
Attorneys at Law
28 Jackson Street
Newnan, GA  30263
(770) 253-2222

*THIS LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS A
DEBT COLLECTOR.  ANY
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF DOUGHERTY

Under and by virtue of the power of
sale contained in that certain
Commercial Deed to Secure Debt,
Security Agreement and Fixture
Filing and Assignment of Leases and
Rents from WIL 1401 Whispering
Pines LLC, a Georgia limited liability
company (“Grantor”), to and in favor
of Pacific Private Money, Inc., a
California corporation, dated May 11,
2022, and recorded May 16, 2022 in
Deed Book 4976, Page 210,
Dougherty County, Georgia records
(the “Security Deed”), securing that
certain Commercial Promissory Note
dated May 11, 2022 in the original
principal amount of $2,500,000.00
(the “Note”); as assigned to Saluda
Grade Mortgage Funding LLC,
pursuant to that certain Assignment
of Commercial Mortgage, Security
Agreement, Fixture Filing and
Assignment of Leases and Rents,
dated as of May 24, 2022, recorded
November 22, 2023, in Deed Book
5145, Page 278, aforesaid records;
and as assigned to Wilmington
Savings Fund Society, FSB, not in its
individual capacity but solely as
Owner Trustee of SG Alternative
Title Trust 2021-RLT1 (“Lender”)
pursuant to that certain Assignment
of Security Deed/Mortgage, recorded
January 16, 2024, in Deed Book
5157, Page 1, aforesaid records (the
“Last Assignment”); which Last
Assignment as affected by that
certain Scrivener’s Error Affidavit,
indicating the assignee originally and
incorrectly identified in the Last
Assignment, Saluda Grade
Alternative Mortgage Trust
2021-RTL1, should have instead
been Wilmington Savings Fund
Society, FSB, not in its individual
capacity but solely as Owner Trustee
of SG Alternative Title Trust
2021-RLT1, recorded February 8,
2024, in Deed Book 5163, Page 161,
aforesaid records; there will be sold
at public outcry by Lender as
attorney-in-fact of Grantor to the
highest bidder for cash between the
legal hours for sale before the
Courthouse door in Dekalb County,
Georgia, on the first Tuesday in
January 2025, the following
described property (the “Premises”)
to wit: 

ALL OF LOTS 51, 53, 55, 57, 59, 61,
63 AND 65 OF WHISPERING
PINES SUBDIVISION WHICH IS 
MORE PARTICULARLY
DESCRIBED BY PLAT RECORDED
IN PLAT BOOK 2, PAGE 23 IN THE 
OFFICE OF CLERK OF THE
SUPERIOR COURT OF
DOUGHERTY COUNTY, GEORGIA,
BEING 
IMPROVED PROPERTY HAVING
LOCATED THEREON A MULTIPLE
APARTMENT COMPLEX 
KNOWN AS WHISPERING PINES
APARTMENTS; TOGETHER WITH
ALL GAS AND ELECTRIC 
FIXTURES, HEATING, PLUMBING
AND MR CONDITIONING
EQUIPMENT, STATIONARY 
EQUIPMENT, TREES AND
SHRUBBERY, SWIMMING POOL
AND SWIMMING POOL
EQUIPMENT.

Property commonly known as: 1401
WHISPERING PINES ROAD,
ALBANY, GA 31707

The indebtedness evidenced by the
Note is due and payable and
remains unpaid.  The Security Deed
therefore has become and is now
foreclosable according to its terms. 
Accordingly, the Premises will be
sold at public outcry pursuant to the
terms of the power of sale provided
in the Security Deed.

The Premises will be sold on an “as
is, where is” basis without recourse
against Lender and without
representation or warranty of any
kind or nature whatsoever by Lender
with respect thereto.

The proceeds of the sale are to be
applied first to the expenses of the
sale and all proceedings in
connection therewith, including
attorneys’ fees (notice of intention to
collect attorneys’ fees having been
given), then to the payment of all
sums secured by the Security Deed,
and the remainder, if any, will be paid
to the person or persons legally
entitled thereto, all as provided in the
Note and Security Deed.  The
Premises shall be sold as the
property of Grantor, subject to all
restrictions, easements and other
matters of record that are prior to the
Security Deed and to which the
Security Deed is subject and to any
unpaid city, county and state ad
valorem taxes or assessments
relating to the Premises.

The entity that has full authority to
negotiate, amend, and modify all
terms of the mortgage with the
debtor is: Saluda Grade Alternative
Mortgage Trust 2021-RTL1, as agent
for Lender, 8180 E. Keiser
Boulevard, Anaheim, California
92808; (914) 261-1349. Please
understand that the secured creditor
is not required by law to negotiate,
amend, or modify the terms of the
mortgage instrument.

To the best knowledge and belief

of the undersigned, the party in
possession of the Premises is
Grantor, WIL 1401 Whispering Pines
LLC, or a tenant or tenants and said
property is more commonly known
as 1401 WHISPERING PINES
ROAD, ALBANY, GA 31707.

Wilmington Savings Fund Society,
FSB, 
not in its individual capacity but
solely as Owner Trustee of SG
Alternative Title Trust 2021-RLT1
as Attorney-in-Fact for
WIL 1401 Whispering Pines LLC

William. O Tate
McCalla Raymer Leibert, Pierce, LLC
1544 Old Alabama Road
Roswell, Georgia 30076 
(678) 281-6473
william.tate@mccalla.com

NOTICE OF SALE

GEORGIA, DOUGHERTY COUNTY.

By virtue of a power of sale
contained in that certain Deed to
Secure Debt from DEBRA Y.
MERIWEATHER-GOUTHRO to
FLINT COMMUNITY BANK dated
June 14, 2012,  recorded in Deed
Book 3914, Page 135, et seq.,
Dougherty  County Deed Records,
said Deed to Secure Debt having
originally been given to secure that
certain Note in the original principal
amount of TWO HUNDRED SIXTY
FOUR THOUSAND SEVEN
HUNDRED AND NINE AND 00/100
DOLLARS ($264,709.00) of even
date therewith, as well as all
extensions, renewals and
modifications thereof, together with
any and all other indebtedness, of
any type or description, then or
thereafter owing by DEBRA Y.
MERIWEATHER-GOUTHRO to
FLINT COMMUNITY BANK, there
will be sold by the undersigned, at
public outcry, to the highest bidder
for cash, before the courthouse door
in Albany, Dougherty County,
Georgia, within the legal hours of
sale on the first Tuesday in January,
2025, the following described
property:

All that tract or parcel of land lying
and being in Land Lot 294 in the First
Land District, Dougherty County,
Georgia, and being all of Lot 74 of
River Pointe Plantation, Phase
Three, according to a map or plat of
said subdivision as same is recorded
in Plat Cabinet 1, Slide C-25, in the
Office of the Clerk of Superior Court
Dougherty County, Georgia.

The indebtedness secured by the
aforementioned Deed to Secure
Debt has been and is hereby
declared immediately due and
payable in full because of the failure
of DEBRA Y.
MERIWEATHER-GOUTHRO to
maintain payments upon said
indebtedness owing to the FLINT
COMMUNITY BANK, in accordance
with its terms.  Said indebtedness
remaining in default, this sale shall
be made for the purpose of paying
such indebtedness, as well as all
expenses of this sale, including
attorneys’ fees.

The above-described real
property will be sold as the property
of  DEBRA Y.
MERIWEATHER-GOUTHRO and
will be sold subject to the following
items which may affect the title to
said property: all zoning and
subdivision ordinances and/or
regulations; matters which would be
disclosed by an accurate survey or
an inspection of the property; all real
property ad valorem taxes or
assessments, which may constitute
liens upon said property; all liens
which, under applicable law, would
take priority over the Deed to Secure
Debt described above; and all
easements, restrictions,
rights-of-way, Deed to Secure Debts
or other encumbrances of record
which have priority over the
referenced Deed to Secure Debt. 

To the best of the knowledge and
belief of the undersigned, the party
presently in possession of said
property is DEBRA Y.
MERIWEATHER-GOUTHRO and/or
a tenant or tenants.

Please be further advised that the
entity which has full authority to
negotiate, amend and modify all
terms of the Note, Deed to Secure
Debt, and related documents, is:

FLINT COMMUNITY BANK
P.O. Box 70878
Albany, Georgia 31708
Telephone: (229) 903-1400
ATTN: Windy Phillips

Please note, however, that such
entity or individual is not required by
law to negotiate, amend or modify
the terms of such loan.

THIS LAW FIRM IS ATTEMPTING
TO COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

FLINT COMMUNITY BANK, as
Attorney-in-Fact for 
DEBRA Y.
MERIWEATHER-GOUTHRO
MOORE, CLARKE, DuVALL &
RODGERS, P.C.
Post Office Box 4540
Valdosta, Georgia 31604-4540
(229) 245-7823

Notice of Sale Under Power. State of
Georgia, County of DOUGHERTY.
Under and by virtue of the Power of
Sale contained in a Deed to Secure
Debt given by SHAWN JATARIA
JENKINS, A MARRIED PERSON to
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A. , dated
01/29/2020, and Recorded on
02/04/2020 as Book No. 4679 and
Page No. 1 17, DOUGHERTY
County, Georgia records, as last
assigned to WELLS FARGO BANK,
N.A. (the Secured Creditor), by
assignment, conveying the after
described property to secure a Note
of even date in the original principal
amount of $70,000.00, with interest
at the rate specified therein, there will
be sold by the undersigned at public
outcry to the highest bidder for cash
at the DOUGHERTY County
Courthouse within the legal hours of
sale on the first Tuesday in January,
2025, the following described
property: THE LAND REFERRED
TO HEREIN BELOW IS SITUATED
IN THE COUNTY OF DOUGHERTY,
STATE OF GA, AND IS
DESCRIBED ES FOLLOWS: 
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF
LAND LYING AND BEING IN
DOUGHERTY COUNTY, GEORGIA,
AND BEING MORE
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS:

ALL OF LOTS 10 AND 11 IN BLOCK
"D" OF EUGEMAR SUBDIVISION,
ACCORDING TO A MAP OR PLAT
OF SAID SUBDIVISION AS THE
SAME IS RECORDED IN PLAT
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BOOK 1, PAGE 104 (PLAT
CABINET 1, SLIDE A 13); IN THE
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF
SUPERIOR COURT, DOUGHERTY
COUNTY, GEORGIA. The debt
secured by said Deed to Secure
Debt has been and is hereby
declared due because of, among
other possible events of default,
failure to pay the indebtedness as
and when due and in the manner
provided in the Note and Deed to
Secure Debt.  Because the debt
remains in default, this sale will be
made for the purpose of paying the
same and all expenses of this sale,
as provided in the Deed to Secure
Debt and by law, including attorney’s
fees (notice of intent to collect
attorney’s fees having been given).
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A. holds
the duly endorsed Note and is the
current assignee of the Security
Deed to the property. WELLS
FARGO BANK, N.A., acting on
behalf of and, as necessary, in
consultation with FEDERAL
NATIONAL MORTGAGE
ASSOCIATION, A/K/A FANNIE MAE
(the current investor on the loan), is
the entity with the full authority to
negotiate, amend, and modify all
terms of the loan. Pursuant to
O.C.G.A. § 44 14 162.2, WELLS
FARGO BANK, N.A. may be
contacted at: WELLS FARGO BANK,
N.A., 3476 STATEVIEW BLVD.,
FORT MILL, SC 29715, 800 288
3212. Please note that, pursuant to
O.C.G.A. § 44 14 162.2, the secured
creditor is not required to amend or
modify the terms of the loan.  To the
best knowledge and belief of the
undersigned, the party/parties in
possession of the subject property
known as 1301 EAGER ST,
ALBANY, GEORGIA 31707 is/are:
SHAWN JATARIA JENKINS, A
MARRIED PERSON or
tenant/tenants. Said property will be
sold subject to (a) any outstanding
ad valorem taxes (including taxes
which are a lien, but not yet due and
payable), (b) any matters which
might be disclosed by an accurate
survey and inspection of the
property, and (c) all matters of
record superior to the Deed to
Secure Debt first set out above,
including, but not limited to,
assessments, liens, encumbrances,
zoning ordinances, easements,
restrictions, covenants, etc. T h e
sale will be conducted subject to (1)
confirmation that the sale is not
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy
Code; and (2)  final confirmation and
audit of the status of the loan with the
holder of the security deed. Pursuant
to O.C.G.A. Section 9 13 172.1,
which allows for certain procedures
regarding the rescission of judicial
and nonjudicial sales in the State of
Georgia, the Deed Under Power and
other foreclosure documents may
not be provided until final
confirmation and audit of the status
of the loan as provided in the
preceding paragraph. WELLS
FARGO BANK, N.A. as Attorney in
Fact for SHAWN JATARIA
JENKINS, A MARRIED PERSON.
THIS LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS A
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING
TO COLLECT A DEBT.  ANY
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
00000010296317 BARRETT
DAFFIN FRAPPIER TURNER &
ENGEL, LLP 4004 Belt Line Road,
Suite 100 Addison, Texas 75001
Telephone: (972) 341 5398. 
December 14, 21, 28, 2024 January
4, 2025

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
STATE OF GEORGIA, COUNTY OF
DOUGHERTY

By virtue of a Power of Sale
contained in that certain Security
Deed from Dorothy N. Washington
and Willie James Washington to
Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc. as nominee for
Countrywide Home Loans, Inc.,
dated November 20, 2006 and
recorded on February 21, 2007 in
Deed Book 3292, Page 106, in the
Office of the Clerk of Superior Court
of Dougherty County, Georgia, said
Security Deed having been given to
secure a Note of even date, in the
original principal amount of One
Hundred Twenty-Two Thousand Six
Hundred Forty and 00/100 dollars
($122,640.00) with interest thereon
as provided therein, as last
transferred to The Bank of New York
Mellon FKA The Bank of New York,
as Trustee for the Certificateholders
of the CWABS, Inc., Asset-Backed
Certificates, Series 2006-26,
recorded in Deed Book 4220, Page
175, aforesaid records, will be sold
at public outcry to the highest bidder
for cash before the courthouse door
of Dougherty County, Georgia, or at
such place as has or may be lawfully
designated as an alternative location,
within the legal hours of sale on the
first Tuesday in January, 2025, all
property described in said Security
Deed including but not limited to the
following described property:
All that tract or parcel of land lying
and being in Dougherty County,
Georgia, being lot 39, Branch Road
Subdivision, as per plat recorded in
Plat Book 4, Page 153, Dougherty
County, Georgia records, which
recorded plat is incorporated herein
by this reference and made a part of
this description. Said property being
known as 904 Branch Road
according to the present system of
numbering houses in Dougherty
County, Georgia.
Said property may more
commonly be known as 904
Branch Rd, Albany, GA 31705.
The debt secured by said Security
Deed has been and is hereby
declared due because of, among
other possible events of default,
non-payment of the monthly
installments on said loan. The debt
remaining in default, this sale will be
made for the purpose of paying the
same and all expenses of this

sale, including attorney’s fees (notice
of intent to collect attorney’s fees
having been given).
The individual or entity that has full
authority to negotiate, amend and
modify all terms of the loan is The
Bank of New York Mellon FKA The
Bank of New York, as Trustee for the
Certificateholders of the CWABS,
Inc., Asset-Backed Certificates,
Series 2006-26, Shellpoint Mortgage
Servicing, 75 Beattie Place,
Greenville, SC 29601,
1-800-365-7107. Notwithstanding the
prior sentence, the Creditor is not
required to negotiate, amend or
modify the terms of the Security
Deed.
Said property will be sold on an
“as-is” basis without any
representation, warranty or recourse
against the above-named or the
undersigned. The sale will also be
subject to the following items which
may affect the title: a) zoning
ordinances; b) matters which would
be disclosed by an accurate survey
or by an inspection of the property;
c) any outstanding ad valorem taxes,

including taxes, which constitute
liens upon said property whether or
not now due and payable; d) special
assessments; e) the right of
redemption of any taxing authority; f)
all outstanding bills for public utilities
which constitute liens upon said
property; g) all restrictive covenants,
easements, rights-of-way and any
other matters of record superior to
said Security Deed. To the best of
the knowledge and belief of the
undersigned, the owners and party in
possession of the property are
Dorothy N. Washington and Willie
James Washington and or tenant(s).
The sale will be conducted subject to
1) confirmation that the sale is not
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy
code and 2) final confirmation and
audit of the status of the loan with the
holder of the Security Deed.
The Bank of New York Mellon FKA
The Bank of New York, as Trustee
for the Certificateholders of the
CWABS, Inc., Asset-Backed
Certificates, Series 2006-26 as
Attorney-in-Fact for Dorothy N.
Washington and Willie James
Washington. Contact: Padgett Law
Group: 6267 Old Water Oak Road,
Suite 203, Tallahassee, FL 32312;
(850) 422-2520
Ad Run Dates: 12/14/2024,
12/21/2024, 12/28/2024, 01/04/2025

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
STATE OF GEORGIA
DOUGHERTY COUNTY
WHEREAS, Tiffany McCullough, a
married woman, as borrower(s),
executed a SECURITY DEED to :
Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., acting solely as a
Nominee for Household  Realty
Corporation., Lender which was
dated 3/28/2007, and recorded on
4/3/2007, in Instrument No.: , Deed
Book 3311, Page 140, securing the
payment of a Note in the amount of
$127,075.00 in Dougherty County,
Georgia Register of Deeds. NOW,
THEREFORE, notice is hereby given
that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable as
provided in said Security Deed by
the Holder, and by virtue of the
power of sale and authority vested in
it, will on 2/4/2025 sell at public
outcry to the highest bidder for cash
During the legal hours of sale before
the door of the courthouse of
Dougherty County, Georgia. of
Dougherty,  the following described
property situated in Dougherty
County, Georgia, to wit: ALL OF LOT
229 OF SPRINGFIELD
SUBDIVISION, SECTION 2,
ACCORDING TO A MAP OR PLAT
OF SAID SUBDIVISION AS THE 
SAME IS RECORDED IN PLAT
BOOK 5, PAGE 89 (PLAT CABINET
1, SLIDE B-57), IN THE OFFICE OF
THE CLERK OF SUPERIOR 
COURT, DOUGHERTY COUNTY,
GEORGIA.  Tax Parcel ID:
00336-00001-024 Being real
property commonly known as 502
CREEKSIDE CT ALBANY, GA
31721 The debt remaining in default,
this sale will be made for the purpose
of paying the debt and all expenses
of this sale including attorney's fees
(notice of intent to collect attorney's
fees having been given). Said sale
will be made subject to the following
items which may affect the title to
said property: All restrictive
covenants, easements and
rights-of-way appearing of record, if
any; all zoning ordinances; matters
which would be disclosed by an
accurate survey or by an inspection
of the property; all outstanding or
unpaid bills and assessments for
street improvements, curbing,
garbage, water, sewage and public
utilities which may be liens upon said
property; and any outstanding taxes,
assessments and other liens
superior to the security deed being
foreclosed hereby.  To the best
knowledge and belief of the
undersigned, the above-described
property is in the possession of the
borrower and/or other persons with
the consent and acquiescence of the
borrower. Except to the extent that
the Holder may bind and obligate
Mortgagors to warrant title to the
Property under the terms of the
Security Deed, conveyance of the
Property shall be made without any
representations or warranties
whatsoever, express or implied.  All
sales are "as is", "where is'. The
entire purchase price is due and
payable at the conclusion of the
auction in the form of certified funds. 
Insufficient funds will not be
accepted.  Amounts received in
excess of the winning bid will be
refunded to the successful
purchaser.  This property is being
sold with express reservation that
the sale is subject to confirmation by
lender or Substitute Trustee.
Pursuant to O.C.G.A. Section
44-14-162.2, the name, address and
telephone number of the person or
entity who shall have full authority to
negotiate, amend, or modify all terms
of the above-described mortgage is
as follows:  Carrington Mortgage
Services, LLC, 1600 S. Douglass
Road, Suite 200 A Anaheim, CA
92806, Telephone No.:
800-561-4567 The foregoing
notwithstanding, nothing in O.C.G.A.
Section 44-14-162.2 shall be
construed to require THE BANK OF
NEW YORK MELLON, F/K/A The
Bank of New York as trustee for
registered Holders of CWABS, Inc.,
Asset-Backed Certificates, Series
2007-BC3 to negotiate, amend, or
modify the terms of the Security
Deed described herein. Carrington
Mortgage Services, LLC as Attorney
in Fact for Tiffany McCullough
Attorney Contact: Miller, George and
Suggs, PLLC 3000 Langford Road,
Building 100  Peachtree Corners, GA
30071  Phone: 404-793-1447 Fax:
404-738-1558 TS # 24-32624 THIS
COMMUNICATION IS FROM A
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING
TO COLLECT A DEBT.  ANY
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
A-4830787 12/21/24 12/28/24 1/4/25
1/11/25 1/18/25 1/25/25 2/1/25

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER

STATE OF GEORGIA
DOUGHERTY COUNTY

By virtue of a power of sale
contained in a certain security deed
from Ethel Thorne-Manning to
Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as grantee, as
nominee for Transland Financial
Services, Inc., its successors and
assigns and recorded in Deed Book
2726, Page 23, Dougherty County,
Georgia records given to secure a
note in the original amount of
$56,525.00 with interest on the
unpaid balance until paid, as last
assigned to Nationstar Mortgage
LLC by virtue of the assignment
recorded in Deed Book 5235, Page
317, Dougherty County, Georgia
records, the following described
property will be sold at public outcry
to the highest bidder for cash at the
courthouse door of DOUGHERTY
COUNTY, Georgia, or such other

location within the legal hours of sale
on the first Tuesday in January,
2025, to wit: January 07, 2025, the
following described property:
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF
LAND LYING AND BEING IN LAND
LOT 378 OF THE 1ST LAND
DISTRICT, IN THE CITY OF
ALBANY, DOUGHERTY COUNTY,
GEORGIA, AND BEING ALL OF
LOT 25 IN BLOCK "A" OF
COLONIAL PLACE, ACCORDING
TO A MAP OR PLAT OF SAID
SUBDIVISION AS SAME IS
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 1,
PAGE 273, (PLAT CABINET 1,
SLIDE A-35) IN THE OFFICE OF
THE CLERK OF SUPERIOR
COURT OF DOUGHERTY
COUNTY, GEORGIA.

PARCEL ID NUMBER: TAX MAP 54,
PARCEL 25

Being real property commonly known
as 3507 Habersham Road, Albany,
GA 31701. 

The debt secured by the
above-referenced security deed has
been declared due because of the
default in the payment of said debt
per the terms of the note and other
possible defaults by the borrower or
the successor thereto. The debt
remaining in default, this sale will be
made for the purpose of paying the
debt and all expenses of this sale
including attorney’s fees (notice of
intent to collect attorney’s fees
having been given).

Said sale will be made subject to
the following items which may affect
the title to said property: All
restrictive covenants, easements
and rights-of-way appearing of
record, if any; all zoning ordinances;
matters which would be disclosed by
an accurate survey or by an
inspection of the property; all
outstanding or unpaid bills and
assessments for street
improvements, curbing, garbage,
water, sewage and public utilities
which may be liens upon said
property; and any outstanding taxes,
assessments and other liens
superior to the security deed being
foreclosed hereby.  To the best
knowledge and belief of the
undersigned, the above-described
property is in the possession of the
borrower and/or other persons with
the consent and acquiescence of the
borrower.

Pursuant to O.C.G.A. §
44-14-162.2, the name, address and
telephone number of the person or
entity who shall have full authority to
negotiate, amend, or modify all terms
of the above-described mortgage is
as follows: 
Nationstar Mortgage LLC
8950 Cypress Waters Blvd.
Coppell, TX 75019
214-756-2432

The foregoing notwithstanding,
nothing in O.C.G.A. § 44-14-162.2
shall be construed to require
Nationstar Mortgage LLC to
negotiate, amend, or modify the
terms of the Security Deed described
herein.
Nationstar Mortgage LLC as
Attorney in Fact for Ethel
Thorne-Manning
Attorney Contact:
Miller, George & Suggs, PLLC
3000 Langford Road, Building 100
Peachtree Corners, GA 30071
Phone: 404-793-1447
Fax: 404-738-1558

24GA935-0319

THIS COMMUNICATION IS FROM
A DEBT COLLECTOR
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A
DEBT. ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE.
December 14, 21, 28, 2024 January
4, 2025

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER

GEORGIA, DOUGHERTY COUNTY

      Under and by virtue of the Power
of Sale contained in a Security Deed
given by Helen Boone to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., as grantee, as nominee for
Wintrust Mortgage, a division of
Barrington Bank & Trust 
Company, N.A., its successors and
assigns dated November 15, 2019,
recorded in Deed Book 4658, Page
1, Dougherty County, 
Georgia Records,  as last transferred
to  Wintrust Mortgage, a division of
Barrington Bank & Trust Company,
N.A.  by 
assignment recorded  in Deed Book
5132, Page 86, Dougherty County,
Georgia Records,  conveying the
after-described 
property to secure a Note in the
original principal amount of
THIRTY-THREE THOUSAND
THREE HUNDRED 
SEVENTY-FOUR AND 0/100
DOLLARS ($33,374.00), with
interest thereon as set forth therein,
there will be sold at 
public outcry to the highest bidder for
cash before the courthouse door of
Dougherty County, Georgia, or at
such place as 
may be lawfully designated as an
alternative, within the legal hours of
sale on the first Tuesday in January,
2025, the 
following described property: 

  SEE EXHIBIT "A"
ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A
PART HEREOF

      The debt secured by said
Security Deed has been and is
hereby declared due because of,
among other possible 
events of default, failure to pay the
indebtedness as and when due and
in the manner provided in the Note
and Security 
Deed. The debt remaining in default,
this sale will be made for the purpose
of paying the same and all expenses
of this sale, 
as provided in the Security Deed and
by law, including attorney's fees
(notice pursuant to O.C.G.A. Â§
13-1-11 having been 
given).

  Said property will be sold subject
to any outstanding ad valorem taxes
(including taxes which are a lien, but
not yet 
due and payable), the right of
redemption of any taxing authority,
any matters which might be
disclosed by an accurate 
survey and inspection of the
property, any assessments, liens,
encumbrances, zoning ordinances,
restrictions, covenants, and 
any matters of record including, but
not limited to, those superior to the
Security Deed first set out above.
Said property will 
be sold on an "as-is" basis without
any representation, warranty or
recourse against the above-named
or the undersigned.

  Wintrust Mortgage, a division of
Barrington Bank & Trust Company,
N.A. is the holder of the Security

Deed to the 
property in accordance with OCGA
Â§ 44-14-162.2.

      The entity that has full authority
to negotiate, amend, and modify all
terms of the mortgage with the
debtor is: 
Nationstar Mortgage LLC, 8950
Cypress Waters Blvd, Coppell, TX
75019, (888) 480-2432.

      Note, however, that such entity is
not required by law to negotiate,
amend or modify the terms of the
loan.

      To the best knowledge and belief
of the undersigned, the party in
possession of the property is Estate
of Helen 

Boone and Helen Boone or a tenant
or tenants and said property is more
commonly known as 201
Independence Drive, 

Albany, GA 31705. Should a conflict
arise between the property address
and the legal description the legal
description 
will control.

      The sale will be conducted
subject (1) to confirmation that the
sale is not prohibited under the U.S.
Bankruptcy 
Code and (2) to final confirmation
and audit of the status of the loan
with the holder of the security deed.

Wintrust Mortgage, a division of
Barrington Bank & Trust Company,
N.A.
      as Attorney in Fact for 
Helen Boone

McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLC
1544 Old Alabama Rd
Roswell, GA 30076
www.foreclosurehotline.net

23-12781GA 
 EXHIBIT "A"

       ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL
OF LAND LYING AND BEING IN
THE CITY OF 
       ALBANY, DOUGHERTY
COUNTY, GEORGIA, AND BEING
MORE PARTICULARLY 
       DESCRIBED AS ALL OF LOT
116 OF EASTGATE SUBDIVISION,
ACCORDING TO A 
       PLAT OF THE SUBDIVISION
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 3,
PAGES 329-330 IN THE 
       OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF
SUPERIOR COURT OF
DOUGHERTY COUNTY, GEORGIA.

       THE DESCRIBED TRACT IS
KNOWN AS 201 INDEPENDENCE
DRIVE ACCORDING TO 
       THE PRESENT SYSTEM OF
NUMBERING OF STREETS IN THE
CITY OF ALBANY, 

  GEORGIA.

MR /      January 7, 2025
Our file no. 23-12781GA-FT2

23-12781GA
December 14, 21, 28, 2024 January
4, 2025

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER,
DOUGHERTY COUNTY
Pursuant to the Power of Sale
contained in a Security Deed given
by Johnny L. Williams and Leola
Williams to Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as
grantee, as nominee for Fidelity
Mortgage a division of Delta Funding
Corporation, its successors and
assigns dated and recorded in Deed
Book 3378 Page 312 Dougherty
County, Georgia records; as last
transferred to or acquired by U.S.
Bank Trust National Association, not
in its individual capacity, but solely
as Owner Trustee on behalf of
BRAVO Residential Funding Trust
2022-RPL1, conveying the
after-described property to secure a
Note in the original principal amount
of $107,100.00, with interest at the
rate specified therein, there will be
sold by the undersigned at public
outcry to the highest bidder for cash
before the Courthouse door of
Dougherty County, Georgia (or such
other area as designated by Order of
the Superior Court of said county),
within the legal hours of sale on
January 7, 2025 (being the first
Tuesday of said month unless said
date falls on a Federal Holiday, in
which case being the first
Wednesday of said month), the
following described property:
All that tract or parcel of land lying
and being in Land Lot 116 in the
Second Land District, City of Albany,
Dougherty County, Georgia and
being all of lot 113 of Indian Creek
Subdivision, Phase I, according to
map or plat of said subdivision as
same is recorded in Plat Book 4,
Page 209, (Plat Cabinet 1, Slide
B-45), in the office of the Clerk of
Superior Court of Dougherty County,
Georgia.
For informational purposes only: the
APN is shown by the county
assessor as: 365-6-5; Source of title
is book 1193, page 53 (recorded
04/17/92)
The debt secured by said Security
Deed has been and is hereby
declared due because of, among
other possible events of default,
failure to pay the indebtedness as
and when due and in the manner
provided in the Note and Security
Deed. The debt remaining in default,
this sale will be made for the purpose
of paying the same and all expenses
of this sale, as provided in the
Security Deed and by law, including
attorney’s fees (notice of intent to
collect attorney’s fees having been
given).
Said property is commonly known as
502 Navajo Ct, Albany, GA 31721
together with all fixtures and
personal property attached to and
constituting a part of said property, if
any. To the best knowledge and
belief of the undersigned, the party
(or parties) in possession of the
subject property is (are): Johnny L.
Williams or tenant or tenants.
Nationstar Mortgage LLC d/b/a Mr.
Cooper is the entity or individual
designated, who shall have full
authority to negotiate, amend and
modify all terms of the mortgage.
Nationstar Mortgage LLC d/b/a Mr.
Cooper 8950 Cypress Waters Blvd.
Coppell, TX 75019 1-888-480-2432

Note, however, that such entity or
individual is not required by law to
negotiate, amend or modify the
terms of the loan.
Said property will be sold subject to:
(a) any outstanding ad valorem taxes
(including taxes which are a lien, but
not yet due and payable), (b) unpaid
water or sewage bills that constitute
a lien against the property whether
due and payable or not yet due and
payable and which may not be of
record, (c) the right of redemption of
any taxing authority, (d) any matters
which might be disclosed by an

accurate survey and inspection of
the property, and (e) any
assessments, liens, encumbrances,
zoning ordinances, restrictions,
covenants, and matters of record
superior to the Security Deed first set
out above.
The sale will be conducted subject to
(1) confirmation that the sale is not
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy
Code; and (2) final confirmation and
audit of the status of the loan with the
holder of the Security Deed.
Pursuant to O.C.G.A. Section
9-13-172.1, which allows for certain
procedures regarding the rescission
of judicial and non-judicial sales in
the State of Georgia, the Deed
Under Power and other foreclosure
documents may not be provided until
final confirmation and audit of the
status of the loan as provided
immediately above.
U.S. Bank Trust National
Association, not in its individual
capacity, but solely as Owner
Trustee on behalf of BRAVO
Residential Funding Trust
2022-RPL1 as agent and Attorney in
Fact for Johnny L. Williams and
Leola Williams
Aldridge Pite, LLP, Six Piedmont
Center, 3525 Piedmont Road, N.E.,
Suite 700, Atlanta, Georgia 30305,
(404) 994-7400.
1006-423A
THIS LAW FIRM MAY BE ACTING
AS A DEBT COLLECTOR
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A
DEBT. ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE. 1006-423A
December 14, 21, 28, 2024 January
4, 2025

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE
OF

RIGHT OF REDEMPTION
TO: MARTINEZ T. LOWE, SR.
3207 Winterwood Avenue, Albany,
Georgia 31721
and all persons who can claim any
interest in and to said property:
Take Notice that:
The right to redeem the following
described property, to wit:
All that tract or parcel of land lying
and being in Land Lot 117, 2nd Land
District, Dougherty County, Georgia,
and being all of Lot 1 of Winterwood
Subdivision, according to map or plat
of subdivision as same is recorded in
Plat Book 4, Page 21 (Plat Cabinet 1,
Slide B-22), in the Office of the Clerk
of Superior Court of Dougherty
County, Georgia.  Said property is
located at 3207 Winterwood Avenue,
Albany, Georgia.
Parcel No. 00364/00002/001
will expire and be forever foreclosed
and barred on and after the 19th day
of January 2025.
The Tax Deed to which this notice
relates is dated the 1st day of August
2023, and is recorded in the Office of
the Clerk of Superior Court of
Dougherty County, Georgia, in Deed
Book 5122, Page 201.
The property may be redeemed at
any time before the 19th day of
January 2025, by payment of the
redemption price as fixed and
provided by law to the undersigned
at the following address:

MONTREAL ROBINSON
% Divine Finney Davis, PC
600 N. Jackson Street
Albany, GA 31701

PLEASE GOVERN YOURSELF
ACCORDINGLY.
By: TIMOTHY O. DAVIS
Attorney for Montreal Robinson
GA State Bar No. 213025
600 N. Jackson Street
Albany, GA 31701
229/883-1610
tim@dfdpclaw.com

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER

GEORGIA, DOUGHERTY COUNTY

By virtue of a Power of Sale
contained in that certain Security
Deed from JUDGE GILBERT and
MARY GILBERT to FIRST FAMILY
FINANCIAL SERVICES OF GA INC.,
dated July 28, 2000, recorded
August 1, 2000, in Deed Book 2117,
Page 129, Dougherty County,
Georgia Records, said Security
Deed having been given to secure a
Note of even date in the original
principal amount of Thirty-One
Thousand Nine Hundred Twenty and
77/100 dollars ($31,920.77), with
interest thereon as provided for
therein, said Security Deed having
been last sold, assigned and
transferred to Wilmington Savings
Fund Society, FSB as trustee of WV
2017-1 Grantor Trust, there will be
sold at public outcry to the highest
bidder for cash at the Dougherty
County Courthouse, within the legal
hours of sale on the first Tuesday in
January, 2025, all property described
in said Security Deed including but
not limited to the following described
property:

LAND REFERRED TO IN THIS
COMMITMENT IS DESCRIBED AS
ALL THAT CERTAIN PROPERTY
SITUATED IN ALBANY IN THE
COUNTY OF DOUGHERTY, AND
STATE OF GEORGIA AND BEING
DESCRIBED IN A DEED DATED
12/08/72 AND RECORDED
12/15/72, AMONG THE LAND
RECORDS OF THE COUNTY AND
STATE SET FORTH ABOVE, AND
REFERENCED AS FOLLOWS:
BOOK 495 PAGE 165
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF
LAND LYING AND BEING IN THE
CITY OF ALBANY, DOUGHERTY
COUNTY, GEORGIA, AND BEING
MORE PARTICULARLY
DESCRIBED AS ALL OF LOT 1 OF
MONTGOMERY SUBDIVISION,
SECTION II, RESUBDIVISION OF
LOTS 8 AND 9, BLOCK "C" OF
EMILY G. HENDERSON
SUBDIVISION, ACCORDING TO A
MAP OR PLAT OF SAME
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 3,
PAGE 357, IN THE OFFICE OF
CLERK OF SUPERIOR COURT OF
DOUGHERTY COUNTY, GEORGIA.

Said legal description being
controlling, however the property is
more commonly known as 601
HARMON AVE, ALBANY, GA
31701.

The indebtedness secured by
said Security Deed has been and is
hereby declared due because of
default under the terms of said
Security Deed.  The indebtedness
remaining in default, this sale will be
made for the purpose of paying the
same, all expenses of the sale,
including attorneys’ fees (notice to
collect same having been given) and
all other payments provided for
under the terms of the Security
Deed.

Said property will be sold on an
“as-is” basis without any
representation, warranty or recourse
against the above-named or the
undersigned.  The sale will also be
subject to the following items which
may affect the title: any outstanding
ad valorem taxes (including taxes

which are a lien, whether or not now
due and payable); the right of
redemption of any taxing authority;
matters which would be disclosed by
an accurate survey or by an
inspection of the property; all zoning
ordinances; assessments; liens;
encumbrances; restrictions;
covenants, and any other matters of
record superior to said Security
Deed.

To the best of the knowledge and
belief of the undersigned, the owner
and party in possession of the
property is JUDGE GILBERT, MARY
GILBERT, ESTATE AND/OR HEIRS
AT LAW OF JUDGE GILBERT ,
EARL FLEMING, ESTATE AND/OR
HEIRS AT LAW OF MARY GILBERT
, or tenants(s).  

The sale will be conducted
subject (1) to confirmation that the
sale is not prohibited under the U.S.
Bankruptcy Code and (2) to final
confirmation and audit of the status
of the loan with the holder of the
Security Deed. 

 The entity having full authority to
negotiate, amend or modify all terms
of the loan (although not required by
law to do so) is: Carrington Mortgage
Services, LLC, Loss Mitigation Dept.,
1600 South Douglass Road Suite
200A, Anaheim, CA 92806,
Telephone Number: 800-561-4567.
Nothing in O.C.G.A. Section
44-14-162.2 shall be construed to
require a secured creditor to
negotiate, amend, or modify the
terms of the mortgage instrument. 

WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND
SOCIETY, FSB AS TRUSTEE OF
WV 2017-1 GRANTOR TRUST
as Attorney in Fact for
JUDGE GILBERT, MARY GILBERT

THE BELOW LAW FIRM MAY BE
HELD TO BE ACTING AS A DEBT
COLLECTOR, UNDER FEDERAL
LAW.  IF SO, ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE.

Attorney Contact: Rubin Lublin, LLC
3145 Avalon Ridge Place, Suite 100,
Peachtree Corners, GA 30071
Telephone Number: (877) 813-0992
Case No. CMS-22-07339-4
Ad Run Dates  11/23/2024,
12/14/2024, 12/21/2024, 12/28/2024,
01/04/2025

rlselaw.com/property-listing
November 23, December 14, 21, 28,
2024 January 4, 2025
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
GEORGIA, DOUGHERTY COUNTY
THIS LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS A
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING
TO COLLECT A DEBT.  ANY
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
Under and by virtue of the Power of
Sale contained in a Security Deed
given by Christopher & Marilyn
Mathis to 1st Franklin Financial
Corporation recorded in Deed Book
4495, Pages 189-193, Dougherty
County, Georgia Records, conveying
the after-described property to
secure a Note in the amount of
$33,620.13 with interest thereon as
set forth therein, there will be sold at
public outcry to the highest bidder for
cash before the courthouse door of
Dougherty County, Georgia, within
the legal hours of sale on Tuesday,
January 7, 2024 the following
described property:
All that tract or parcel of land lying
and being Lot 10 and part of Lot 9 of
the Third Street Park Subdivision,
Albany, Dougherty County, Georgia
and being more particularly
described as follows:  Commence at
the Southwest intersection of Third
Avenue and Davis Street run thence
West along the South right of way of
Third Avenue 143.0 feet to the
Northeast corner of Lot 10 and the
Point of Beginning; thence continue
West along the south right of way of
Third Avenue 100 feet to the
northwest Corner of Lot 9; thence
south along the West line of Lot 9
138.0 feet to a point; thence East
and parallel to Third Avenue for a
distance of 22.0 feet; thence South
and parallel to the West line of Lot 9
for a distance of 62.0 feet to a point
on the north right of way of a 20-foot
alley; thence along the North right of
way of said alley for a distance of
78.0 feet to the Southeast Corner of
Lot 10; thence North along the East
line of Lot 10, 200 feet to the point of
beginning.   
The debt secured by said Security
Deed has been and is hereby
declared due because of, among
other possible events of default,
failure to pay the indebtedness as
and when due and in the manner
provided in the Note and Security
Deed. The debt remaining in default,
this sale will be made for the purpose
of paying the same and all expenses
of this sale, as provided in said
Security Deed and by law, including
attorneys’ fees (notice of intent to
collect attorneys’ fees having been
given).
Said property will be sold subject to
any outstanding ad valorem taxes
(including taxes which are a lien, but
not yet due and payable), any
matters which might be disclosed by
an accurate survey and inspection of
the property, any assessments,
liens, encumbrances, zoning
ordinances, restrictions, covenants,
and matters of record superior to the
Security Deed first set out above.
To the best knowledge and belief of
the undersigned, the party in
possession of the property is  or a
tenant or tenants.
Pursuant to O. C. G. A.
§44-14-162.2, the name, address
and telephone number of the
individual or entity who shall have the
full authority to negotiate, amend, or
modify all terms of the above
described mortgage is as follows:
Douglas National Bank, or call
912-720-7235.  The foregoing
notwithstanding, nothing in O. C. G.
A.§44-14-162.2 shall be construed to
require 1st  Franklin Financial
Corporation to negotiate, amend or
modify the terms of the Deed to
Secure Debt described herein.
The sale will be conducted subject
(1) to confirmation that the sale is not
prohibited under the U S. Bankruptcy
Code and (2) to final confirmation
and audit of the status of the loan
with the holder of the security deed.
This 22nd day of November, 2024.
1st Franklin Financial Corporation
AS ATTORNEY IN FACT FOR
Christopher & Marilyn Mathis 
Wolfson & Osmus LLC
Attorneys at Law
P.O. Box 1726
Valdosta, GA 31603
(229) 257-0080
State Bar No. 555129
December 14, 21, 28, 2024 January
4, 2025

Notice of Sale Under Power

Georgia, Dougherty County

Under and by virtue of the Power of

Sale contained in a Deed to Secure
Debt given by Barbara Jean Reed to
Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc. ("MERS") as nominee
for Taylor, Bean & Whitaker
Mortgage Corp., dated December
17, 2008, and recorded in Deed
Book 3558, Page 284, Dougherty
County, Georgia records, having
been modified at Deed Book 4141,
Page 343, aforesaid records and as
last transferred to Carrington
Mortgage Services, LLC by
Assignment recorded in Deed Book
4311, Page 291, Dougherty County,
Georgia records, conveying the
after-described property to secure a
Note of even date in the original
principal amount of $62,830.00, with
interest at the rate specified therein,
there will be sold by the undersigned
at public outcry to the highest bidder
for cash before the Courthouse door
of Dougherty County, Georgia, within
the legal hours of sale on the first
Tuesday in January, 2025, to wit: 
January 7, 2025, the following
described property:

All that tract or parcel of land lying
and being in the City of Albany,
Dougherty County, Georgia and
being all of Lot 122 of A. McJones
Subdivision Addition, according to a
plat of same as recorded in Plat
Book 4, Page 31, in the Office of the
Clerk of Superior Court, Dougherty
County, Georgia.

The debt secured by said Deed to
Secure Debt has been and is hereby
declared due because of, among
other possible events of default,
failure to pay the indebtedness as
and when due and in the manner
provided in the Note and Deed to
Secure Debt.  The debt remaining in
default, this sale will be made for the
purpose of paying the same and all
expenses of this sale, as provided in
the Deed to Secure Debt and by law,
including attorney’s fees (notice of
intent to collect attorney’s fees
having been given).

Said property is commonly known as
1505 McArthur Street,  Albany, GA 
31701, together with all fixtures and
personal property attached to and
constituting a part of said property. 
To the best knowledge and belief of
the undersigned, the party (or
parties) in possession of the subject
property is (are): Barbara Jean Reed
or tenant or tenants.

Said property will be sold subject to
(a) any outstanding ad valorem taxes
(including taxes which are a lien, but
not yet due and payable), (b) any
matters which might be disclosed by
an accurate survey and inspection of
the property, and (c) all matters of
record superior to the Deed to
Secure Debt first set out above,
including, but not limited to,
assessments, liens, encumbrances,
zoning ordinances, easements,
restrictions, covenants, etc.

The sale will be conducted subject to
(1) confirmation that the sale is not
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy
Code; (2) O.C.G.A. Section
9-13-172.1; and (3) final confirmation
and audit of the status of the loan
with the holder of the security deed.

Pursuant to O.C.G.A. Section
9-13-172.1, which allows for certain
procedures regarding the rescission
of judicial and non-judicial sales in
the State of Georgia, the Deed
Under Power and other foreclosure
documents may not be provided until
final confirmation and audit of the
status of the loan as provided in the
preceding paragraph.

Pursuant to O.C.G.A. Section
44-14-162.2, the entity that has full
authority to negotiate, amend and
modify all terms of the mortgage with
the debtor is:

Carrington Mortgage Services, LLC
Attention:  Loss Mitigation
Department
1600 South Douglass Road, Suite
200-A
Anaheim, CA  92806
1-800-561-4567

The foregoing notwithstanding,
nothing in OC.G.A. Section
44-14-162.2 shall be construed to
require the secured creditor to
negotiate, amend or modify the
terms of the Deed to Secure Debt
described herein.

This sale is conducted on behalf of
the secured creditor under the power
of sale granted in the aforementioned
security instrument, specifically
being

Carrington Mortgage Services, LLC
as attorney in fact for
Barbara Jean Reed

Maner, Martin & Brunavs, LLC
180 Interstate N Parkway, Suite 200
Atlanta, GA  30339
foreclosuresales@rbmlegal.com

THIS LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS A
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING
TO COLLECT A DEBT.  ANY
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

MBFC1
November 23, 30, December 7, 14,
21, 28, 2024 January 4, 2025

Find Your Perfect

Pet Match
The Pet Classifieds

In Print & Online 
New listings daily! 
Breeders | Rescue Adoptions 

Adoption Fairs | Pet 
Merchandise 

Pet Care Services
To advertise or subscribe, 

call 229.888.9300 or 
visit us online today.
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“WHEELING AND 
DEALING” BY 
ALAN MASSENGILL

ACROSS
 1 Pilates roll up 

targets
 4 Return advice 

pro
 7 Emmy winner 

Uzo
 12 States with 

authority
 18 Public notice
 20 Use a zoom
 21 Go over exam 

notes, e.g.
 23 Shopping for a 

Kia subcompact 
SUV?

	 25	 Check	one’s	
math again

 26 “I could go on”
 27 Clay mineral
 28 French café 

partner?
 30 Ryan Gosling 

and Kingsley 
Ben-Adir in 
“Barbie”

 31 Coastal concern
 33 No longer keen 

on that Ford 
crossover SUV?

 36 37-Across+Y
 37 PC shortcut key
 39 Collaborators
 40 “Yikes!”
 43 Figure on 

the shelf at 
Christmas

 45 Genesis figure
 47 “Sorry, 

impossible”
 51 Flamenco star 

José
 54 “The Witch Elm” 

novelist French
 56 Choosing the 

Nissan with the 
all-wheel drive?

 60 “Love the 
new Ford 
crossover”?

 63 __ Rabbit
 64 Pans with 

patinas
 65 Munich 

Olympics star 
Mark

 66 Asian 
mushroom

 68 “Get Smart” 
crime org.

 70 Bring home
 71 NBA great Curry
 73 “Goosebumps” 

series writer
 75 “Julie & Julia” 

actor Stanley
	 77	 President’s	

advisory gp.
 79 Skateboarding 

trick spot
 81 Drum kit piece
 83 Really irritated
 85 Tiny amount
 87 Commit a faux 

pas

 89 Expert in hard-
to-find Rolls-
Royces?

 92 Deep dive into 
the three-row 
Honda?

 95 Bone, in Bologna
 96 Khaki kin
 97 Collection of 

plates?
 98 Farm baby
 100 Hosp. theaters
 102 Limit
 103 Third-largest city 

in Israel
 107 Lego competitor
 109 Zoom events: 

Abbr.
 112 Leaning toward 

the Honda 
sedan?

 116 Mooch
 120 Guinness 

of	“Smiley’s	
People”

 121 Useful 
houseplant

 122 Mindy, to Emily 
in “Emily in 
Paris”

 124 “Sit!”
 126 Direct 

connection

 128 Last Nissan 
truck off the 
assembly line?

 131 Past-post wager
 132 Guitar-playing 

“Glee” kid
 133 Disney film 

whose opening 
song is “The 
Family Madrigal”

 134 Fixers of fixer-
uppers

 135 Temps for 
bundling up

 136 Low grade
 137 Retired jet, briefly

DOWN
 1 Semicircular 

recess in a 
cathedral

 2 Dabs at
 3 Béarnaise, e.g.
 4 Windsor __
 5 Lead
 6 “__ Twist, 

Scientist”: kid-lit 
bestseller

 7 Class for a 
mathlete, 
informally

 8 Arlene of the 
silver screen

 9 Billion-dollar 
start-up

 10 British trash can
 11 Viewpoint
 12 7UP competitor
 13 “Think” singer 

Franklin
 14 Up to this point
 15 “Eat Mor Chikin” 

sloganeer, e.g.
 16 Completely full
 17 Red-haired 

primate
 19 Crystal __
 22 “What __ can I 

do?”
 24 GPS directive
 29 Class with 

smocks
 32 Electric fence 

measures
 34 Daily Insta post
 35 Arab honorific
 38 Steep places?
 40 Half a zygote
 41 Miscalculates
 42 Stays cool
 44 Turn toward
 46 Weep noisily
 48 Argumentative
 49 Zap in the 

microwave
	 50	 Doctor’s	order

 52 “I Am __”: 
Jenner reality 
show

 53 Kelp forest 
dweller

	 55	 Mums’	mums
 57 Rankle
 58 “How cool!”
 59 Curmudgeon
 61 Convenience 

that may take a 
toll?

 62 Squeezing (by)
 67 No longer even
 69 Benchwarmer
 72 Sword handle
 74 God with 

magical arrows
 76 Pet protector
 77 Good place to 

pick up a cab?
 78 Commotion
 80 Lucy who 

played Watson
 82 Petrol provider
 84 Angry Birds 

owner
 86 Thingamabob
 88 “See attached” 

attachment
 90 Singer Mel
 91 Sales __
 93 Gillette brand

 94 Tie together
 99 Slow and 

steady, 
musically

 101 “First ... ”
 104 Radiologist
 105 Options at 

Ruth’s	Chris
 106 “So is that __?”
 108 Cases for 

Mulder and 
Scully

 110 Hurried look
	111	 “That’s	not	

totally wrong”
 112 Dial up
 113 “The Song 

of Achilles” 
inspiration

 114 Starbucks order
 115 Skim, as 

homemade 
chicken stock

 117 Zebra on a field
 118 Claude of “B.J. 

and the Bear”
 119 Pescatarian and 

vegetarian
 123 Course opener?
 125 Bouncy gait
 127 Actor Vigoda
 129 Indignation
 130 __ velvet

RELEASE DATE  —Sunday, December 22, 2024

Los Angeles Times Sunday Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Patti Varol

ANSWER TO TODAY’S PUZZLE

12/22/24
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CROSSWORD
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Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Patti Varol

12/21/24

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

Release Date: Saturday, December 21, 2024

ACROSS
1 Bad Bunny genre

10 Maker of 
Cleansing Melts 
soap pads

14 “There’s a storm 
brewing”

16 Traffic sign
17 Digs at the beach
18 New clothes 

hangers?
19 Yurchenko 

double __: vault 
now called the 
Biles II

20 Stick in the water
22 Oaf
24 CrossFit moves
25 Neither early nor 

late
28 Dark
29 Artistic hot spots
30 Products of 

deductive 
reasoning?

31 Study
34 Loads
35 Yarns
36 Exclamation of 

approval
37 Bow wood
38 Acts like a 

gobstopper
39 Unspoken
40 News segment
42 Grapefruit relative
43 “Do I look like I 

care?”
45 Word with freeze 

or fry
46 Precursor to 

getting one’s just 
desserts?

48 “Well, that used 
to be true ... ”

52 Quarreling
53 Lao Gan Ma 

condiment
55 Eerie spray
56 One of three in 

the Girl Scouts 
logo

57 Bridesmaid’s 
accessory

58 Entertainment on 
a carousel, once

DOWN
1 Condition whose 

therapy may 
include hissing 
like a snake

2 __ palm
3 School house?

4 Overexposed?
5 George Halas 

Trophy org.
6 Vessel at a teddy 

bear picnic
7 Task on a 

postseason to-do 
list

8 High, in Italian
9 Some brimless 

hats
10 Deep-ocean 

mollusks
11 Funny bones?
12 Perspective
13 Party planner’s 

list
15 Grants for 

researchers?
21 Contact juggler’s 

props
23 __ Vegas Raiders
25 3 out of 5, say
26 __ Valley 

sunbird: Middle 
Eastern species

27 Air busses?
28 Soda shop treats
30 Spoon-fed line
32 Profoundly bad
33 Gp. with a 

compass rose 
emblem on its 
flag

35 Southwest 
expanses?

36 Many “What 
We Do in the 
Shadows” 
characters

38 First unsigned 
artist to record 
a Billboard No. 
1 hit

39 Golf club part
41 Sort of
42 Stopping point

43 Rascal
44 Grillmaster’s 

domain
45 Territory nearly 

surrounded by 
Haryana

47 Contribute to 
grass roots 
movements?

49 “__ pleasure!”
50 Regarding
51 Be effusive
54 Prompt

CROSSWORD

ANSWER TO TODAY'S PUZZLE:

“WHEELING AND 
DEALING” BY 
ALAN MASSENGILL

ACROSS
 1 Pilates roll up 

targets
 4 Return advice 

pro
 7 Emmy winner 

Uzo
 12 States with 

authority
 18 Public notice
 20 Use a zoom
 21 Go over exam 

notes, e.g.
 23 Shopping for a 

Kia subcompact 
SUV?

	25	Check	one’s	
math again

 26 “I could go on”
 27 Clay mineral
 28 French café 

partner?
 30 Ryan Gosling 

and Kingsley 
Ben-Adir in 
“Barbie”

 31 Coastal concern
 33 No longer keen 

on that Ford 
crossover SUV?

 36 37-Across+Y
 37 PC shortcut key
 39 Collaborators
 40 “Yikes!”
 43 Figure on 

the shelf at 
Christmas

 45 Genesis figure
 47 “Sorry, 

impossible”
 51 Flamenco star 

José
 54 “The Witch Elm” 

novelist French
 56 Choosing the 

Nissan with the 
all-wheel drive?

 60 “Love the 
new Ford 
crossover”?

 63 __ Rabbit
 64 Pans with 

patinas
 65 Munich 

Olympics star 
Mark

 66 Asian 
mushroom

 68 “Get Smart” 
crime org.

 70 Bring home
 71 NBA great Curry
 73 “Goosebumps” 

series writer
 75 “Julie & Julia” 

actor Stanley
	77	President’s	

advisory gp.
 79 Skateboarding 

trick spot
 81 Drum kit piece
 83 Really irritated
 85 Tiny amount
 87 Commit a faux 

pas

 89 Expert in hard-
to-find Rolls-
Royces?

 92 Deep dive into 
the three-row 
Honda?

 95 Bone, in Bologna
 96 Khaki kin
 97 Collection of 

plates?
 98 Farm baby
 100 Hosp. theaters
 102 Limit
 103 Third-largest city 

in Israel
 107 Lego competitor
 109 Zoom events: 

Abbr.
 112 Leaning toward 

the Honda 
sedan?

 116 Mooch
 120 Guinness 

of	“Smiley’s	
People”

 121 Useful 
houseplant

 122 Mindy, to Emily 
in “Emily in 
Paris”

 124 “Sit!”
 126 Direct 

connection

 128 Last Nissan 
truck off the 
assembly line?

 131 Past-post wager
 132 Guitar-playing 

“Glee” kid
 133 Disney film 

whose opening 
song is “The 
Family Madrigal”

 134 Fixers of fixer-
uppers

 135 Temps for 
bundling up

 136 Low grade
 137 Retired jet, briefly

DOWN
 1 Semicircular 

recess in a 
cathedral

 2 Dabs at
 3 Béarnaise, e.g.
 4 Windsor __
 5 Lead
 6 “__ Twist, 

Scientist”: kid-lit 
bestseller

 7 Class for a 
mathlete, 
informally

 8 Arlene of the 
silver screen

 9 Billion-dollar 
start-up

 10 British trash can
 11 Viewpoint
 12 7UP competitor
 13 “Think” singer 

Franklin
 14 Up to this point
 15 “Eat Mor Chikin” 

sloganeer, e.g.
 16 Completely full
 17 Red-haired 

primate
 19 Crystal __
 22 “What __ can I 

do?”
 24 GPS directive
 29 Class with 

smocks
 32 Electric fence 

measures
 34 Daily Insta post
 35 Arab honorific
 38 Steep places?
 40 Half a zygote
 41 Miscalculates
 42 Stays cool
 44 Turn toward
 46 Weep noisily
 48 Argumentative
 49 Zap in the 

microwave
	50	Doctor’s	order

 52 “I Am __”: 
Jenner reality 
show

 53 Kelp forest 
dweller

	55	Mums’	mums
 57 Rankle
 58 “How cool!”
 59 Curmudgeon
 61 Convenience 

that may take a 
toll?

 62 Squeezing (by)
 67 No longer even
 69 Benchwarmer
 72 Sword handle
 74 God with 

magical arrows
 76 Pet protector
 77 Good place to 

pick up a cab?
 78 Commotion
 80 Lucy who 

played Watson
 82 Petrol provider
 84 Angry Birds 

owner
 86 Thingamabob
 88 “See attached” 

attachment
 90 Singer Mel
 91 Sales __
 93 Gillette brand

 94 Tie together
 99 Slow and 

steady, 
musically

 101 “First ... ”
 104 Radiologist
 105 Options at 

Ruth’s	Chris
 106 “So is that __?”
 108 Cases for 

Mulder and 
Scully

 110 Hurried look
	111	“That’s	not	

totally wrong”
 112 Dial up
 113 “The Song 

of Achilles” 
inspiration

 114 Starbucks order
 115 Skim, as 

homemade 
chicken stock

 117 Zebra on a field
 118 Claude of “B.J. 

and the Bear”
 119 Pescatarian and 

vegetarian
 123 Course opener?
 125 Bouncy gait
 127 Actor Vigoda
 129 Indignation
 130 __ velvet
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All times Eastern. Start times can vary based 
on cable/satellite provider. Confi rm times on 
your on-screen guide.

College Football Playo�: 
First Round
ABC, ESPN & TNT, beginning at noon Live 
The College Football Playo�  fi rst round 
concludes today with SMU at Penn State and 
Clemson at Texas on TNT and Tennessee at 
Ohio State on ABC/ESPN. Winners advance 
to the quarterfi nal round Dec. 31 and Jan. 1 
on ESPN.

NFL Football
NBC & FOX, beginning at 1 p.m. Live 
A special Saturday afternoon twin bill of 
Week 16 NFL games has the Houston Texans 
at the Kansas City Chiefs on NBC, followed 
by the Pittsburgh Steelers at the Baltimore 
Ravens on FOX.

A Country Music Christmas
UPtv, 7 p.m.  Original Film
Songwriter Brooke (Alexandra Harris) has 

the decision of a lifetime to make when 
a charming executive makes promises of 
fortune and glory that require leaving her 
best friend and writing partner behind.

Christmas in Scotland
Great American Family, 8 p.m.   

Original Film
On a trip to Scotland, an installation designer 
fi nds herself helping a small community 

create a festive light display despite the 
interventions of a wealthy heir. Forced to 
work together, they unite to bring seasonal 
magic to the town. Jill Winternitz and 
Dominic Watters star.

The Waltons’ 
Homecoming
The CW, 8 p.m. 
John-Boy (Logan Shroyer) embarks on a 
life-altering journey to fi nd his father on 
Christmas Eve in this 2021 TV movie.

Happy Howlidays
Hallmark Channel, 8 p.m.   Original Film
Mia (Jessica Lowndes), an editor for the 
Seattle Tourism Board website, fi nds herself 
unexpectedly navigating the holidays alone 
when she encounters a stray dog. After 
meeting Max (played by the to-be-announced 
winner of Finding Mr. Christmas), a dog-
shelter owner, she agrees to let his ailing dog 
fi nd solace with her newfound companion in 
exchange for him showing her some hidden 
gems in Seattle, forcing her to discover new 
perspectives while forming a meaningful 
connection.

Saturday Night Live
NBC, 11:30 p.m. Live; 
also livestreams on Peacock 
Martin Short returns for his third individual 
SNL hosting appearance, his fi fth time 
overall. He is joined by Hozier, making his 
second appearance as musical guest. SNL 
will return with new episodes starting Jan. 
18.

From the editors of 
TV Weekly and tvinsider.com

SATURDAY
December 21, 2024

A Reason for the Season (2024, 
Drama) Taylor Cole, Kevin McGarry 
Hallmark, 6 p.m. 

The Holiday Junkie (2024, Ro-
mance) Jennifer Love Hewitt, Brian 
Hallisay Lifetime, 6 p.m. 

Blockers (2018, Comedy) Les-
lie Mann, Ike Barinholtz USA, 
7:30 p.m. 

Billy Madison (1995, Comedy) 
Adam Sandler, Darren McGavin E!, 
8 p.m. 

Black Panther (2018, Action) 
Chadwick Boseman, Michael B. Jor-
dan TBS, 8 p.m. 

Footloose (1984, Drama) Kevin Ba-
con, Lori Singer VH1, 8 p.m. 

Living With My Mother’s Killer
(2024, Suspense) Rhiannon Fish, 
Greyston Holt LMN, 8 p.m. 

Nutty Professor II: The Klumps
(2000, Comedy) Eddie Murphy, 
Janet Jackson BET, 8 p.m. 

National Lampoon’s Christmas 
Vacation (1989, Comedy) Chevy 
Chase, Beverly D’Angelo AMC, 
9 p.m. 

Die Hard With a Vengeance (1995, 
Action) Bruce Willis, Jeremy Irons 
TNT, 10 p.m. 

MOVIES 
YOU’LL LOVE

‘Blockers’
UNIVERSAL 

HALLMARK MEDIA 

 What 
to watch

A Christmas Carol (1938)
TCM, 10:30 a.m.
Among the countless fi lm and television 
adaptations of Charles Dickens’ classic 1843 
novella A Christmas Carol that have been 
produced, this MGM release from 1938 has 
been among the most beloved and among 
the ones most frequently seen on television. 
Given how familiar the tale has become, and 
how most adaptations hit a good number 
of the basic story points known and loved 
by readers and viewers, when it comes 
to watching di� erent interpretations of 

CATCH A CLASSIC

WARNER BROS. 

A Christmas Carol, what usually matters 
most is what the various actors bring to the 
legendary characters. The cast in this rela-
tively brief (only 69 minutes long) version 
— which is one of the more family-friendly 
adaptations, generally excising most of 
the darker and bleaker aspects of Dickens’ 
story — is fun, led by Reginald Owen as the 
miser Ebenezer Scrooge; real-life spouses 
Gene and Kathleen Lockhart as Bob Cratchit 
and his wife (with their real-life 13-year-
old daughter June Lockhart, making her 
screen debut, in an uncredited role as a 
Cratchit daughter); Terry Kilburn as Tiny Tim 
Cratchit; Leo G. Carroll as the ghost of Ja-
cob Marley; Ann Rutherford as the Spirit of 

Christmas Past; Lionel Braham as the Spirit 
of Christmas Present; and D’Arcy Corrigan 
as the Spirit of Christmas Future.

‘Happy Howlidays’

All times Eastern. Start times can vary based 
on cable/satellite provider. Confi rm times on 
your on-screen guide.

What If …?
Disney+   Season Premiere
The animated Marvel series returns for its 
third and fi nal season, featuring one new 
episode daily beginning today and continuing 
through Dec. 29. Once again, The Watcher 
(voiced by Je� rey Wright) guides viewers 
through alternate versions of the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe, traversing new genres, 
bigger spectacles and fan-favorite characters 
like Captain America/Sam Wilson, The Winter 
Soldier/Bucky Barnes, Hulk/Bruce Banner, 
Red Guardian, Captain Peggy Carter, Agatha 
Harkness, Shang-Chi, Storm the Goddess 
of Thunder and others. A host of stars will 
be reprising their roles from the live-action 
fi lms with voice-overs.

North by North Pole: 
A Dial S Mystery
UPtv, 7 p.m.   Original Film
Santa is back to help a new couple solve a 
mystery and fi nd romance. Zoey (Abby Ross) 
has one Christmas wish — to produce the 
perfect holiday festival for her hometown 
of Willow Creek. That wish becomes more 
di�  cult when Dalton (Joe Scarpellino), the 
sponsor’s handsome but aggravating son, 
becomes her partner and his modern ideas 
clash with Zoey’s more traditional vision. 
However, when suspicious things start hap-

pening, they realize someone is trying to 
stop the festival, and they must team up to 
save it.

Tyler Perry’s 
A Madea Christmas
The CW, 7 p.m.   Network Premiere
In this 2013 comedy, Madea (Tyler Perry) 
dishes out her own brand of Christmas spirit 
when she accompanies her niece Eileen 
(Anna Maria Horsford) to a small rural town 
to pay a surprise visit to Eileen’s daughter 
(Tika Sumpter), who has refused to come 
home for the holiday.

Lucy Worsley’s 
Holmes vs. Doyle
PBS, 8 p.m.  Series Finale
In the fi nal episode, “Shadows and Sleuths,” 
historian Lucy Worsley investigates how 
World War I and the reality of author Arthur 
Conan Doyle’s life shaped the darkness of 
later Sherlock Holmes stories. Worsley also 
looks at how Holmes’ legacy would grow on 

stage and screen into the 21st century.

The Simpsons 
FOX, 8 p.m.
In the new episode “The Man Who Flew Too 
Much,” the new and improved Pin Pals travel 
to Capital City for their fi rst-ever state bowl-
ing championship.

NFL Football: 
Tampa Bay at Dallas
NBC, 8:15 p.m. Live
AT&T Stadium in Arlington, Texas, is the site 
of this Week 16 Sunday Night Football game 
between the Tampa Bay Buccaneers and the 
Dallas Cowboys.

The 47th Annual 
Kennedy Center Honors
CBS, 8:30 p.m.
This year’s national celebration of the arts in 
Washington, D.C., lauds acclaimed fi lmmaker 
Francis Ford Coppola; legendary American 
rock band The Grateful Dead; blues-rock 
singer-songwriter and guitarist Bonnie Raitt; 
jazz trumpeter, pianist and composer Arturo 
Sandoval; and the Apollo, which will receive 
special Honors as an iconic American insti-
tution.

The Great North 
FOX, 9 p.m.
While Beef (voice of Nick O� erman) is away, 
the family’s fi shing boat goes missing, lead-
ing the Tobin siblings to wildly speculate on 
what could have happened, in the new epi-
sode “The Lies Aquatic Adventure.”

Dune: Prophecy
HBO, 9 p.m.   Season Finale
This Dune prequel series telling the story of 
two Harkonnen sisters as they combat forces 
that threaten the future of humankind con-
cludes its fi rst season. Emily Watson, Olivia 
Williams and Travis Fimmel star.

From the editors of 
TV Weekly and tvinsider.com

SUNDAY
December 22, 2024

A Carpenter Christmas Romance
(2024, Romance) Sasha Pieterse, 
Mitchell Slaggert Lifetime, 6 p.m. 

Toy Story 4 (2019, Children) Tom 
Hanks, Tim Allen FX, 6 p.m. 

Edge of Tomorrow (2014, Science 
fi ction) Tom Cruise, Emily Blunt E!, 
6:30 p.m. 

National Lampoon’s Christmas 
Vacation (1989, Comedy) Chevy 
Chase, Beverly D’Angelo AMC, 
7 p.m. 

Tyler Perry’s Madea’s Family Re-
union (2006, Comedy) Tyler Perry, 
Blair Underwood VH1, 7 p.m. 

The Best Man Holiday (2013, Com-
edy-drama) Morris Chestnut, Taye 
Diggs BET, 7:30 p.m. 

A Christmas Melody (2015, Com-
edy) Lacey Chabert, Brennan Elliott 
Hallmark Mystery, 8 p.m. 

Be Careful What You Say (2024, 
Suspense) Skye Coyne, Jason Tobias 
LMN, 8 p.m. 

The Santa Clause (1994, Family) 
Tim Allen, Judge Reinhold ABC, 
8 p.m. 

Gladiator (2000, Historical drama) 
Russell Crowe, Joaquin Phoenix E!, 
9 p.m. 

Trading Up Christmas (2024, 
Drama) Italia Ricci, Michael Xavier 
Hallmark Mystery, 10 p.m. 

Die Hard (1988, Action) Bruce Wil-
lis, Alan Rickman TNT, 10:30 p.m. 

This Christmas (2007, Come-
dy-drama) Delroy Lindo, Idris Elba 
BET, 10:30 p.m. 

MOVIES 
YOU’LL LOVE

‘Toy Story 4’
DISNEY / PIXAR 

ATTILA SZVACSEK, HBO 

‘Dune: Prophecy’ What 
to watch

Christmas in Connecticut 
(1945)
TCM, 8 p.m.
This beloved 1945 holiday farce stars 
Barbara Stanwyck as single New Yorker 
Elizabeth Lane, who in her job as a food 
writer has been pretending to live the life 
of a perfect farmer’s wife and mother, 

CATCH A CLASSIC

WARNER BROS. 

earning the admiration of real housewives 
nationwide under false pretenses. But when 
Elizabeth’s editor (Sydney Greenstreet), who 
is unaware she is lying, insists that she host 
a Christmas dinner for returning war hero 
Je� erson Jones (Dennis Morgan), a big fan 
of Elizabeth’s recipes (which she has been 
getting from someone else), she needs to 
scramble and cobble together both a farm 
and a “family” to pull o�  the dinner. Things 
get even more complicated when she meets 
Jones and it’s love at fi rst sight.
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All times Eastern. Start times can vary based 
on cable/satellite provider. Confi rm times on 
your on-screen guide.

College Football
ESPN, beginning at 11 a.m. Live
Today’s college football bowl games are 
Coastal Carolina vs. UTSA in the Myrtle 
Beach Bowl in South Carolina and Northern 
Illinois vs. Fresno State in the Famous Idaho 
Potato Bowl in Boise.

NFL Football: 
New Orleans at 
Green Bay
ESPN, 8 p.m. Live
The New Orleans Saints try for an upset win 
on the road at Lambeau Field when they take 
on Jordan Love and the Green Bay Packers 
on Monday Night Football.

Christmas at Graceland
NBC, 8 p.m.
The legacy of Elvis Presley and the spirit of 
the holiday season come together in this 
one-hour live music special that fi rst aired 
in 2023. It features music’s biggest stars cel-
ebrating the King of Rock ’n’ Roll, his music 
and his favorite time of year, and it is fi lmed 
from all corners of the estate, which is guar-
anteed to excite the millions of people who 
have visited Graceland as well as those who 
have not.

Get Millie Black
HBO, 9 p.m.  Season Finale
This noir crime thriller following ex-Scotland 
Yard detective Millie-Jean Black (Tamara 
Lawrance) as she tries to crack missing-per-
sons cases concludes Season 1.

A ‘Saturday Night Live’ 
Christmas
NBC, 9 p.m.
Enjoy two hours of the most memorable 
Christmas-themed sketches from SNL‘s long 
history.

From the editors of 
TV Weekly and tvinsider.com

MONDAY 
December 23, 2024

A Very Merry Beauty Salon (2024, 
Romance) Tia Mowry, RonReaco 
Lee Lifetime, 6 p.m. 

Four Christmases (2008, Ro-
mance-comedy) Vince Vaughn, Re-
ese Witherspoon AMC, 6 p.m. 

This Christmas (2007, Come-
dy-drama) Delroy Lindo, Idris Elba 
BET, 6:30 p.m. 

Elf (2003, Children) Will Ferrell, 
James Caan AMC, 8 p.m. 

One Royal Holiday (2020, Ro-
mance) Laura Osnes, Aaron Tveit 
Hallmark, 8 p.m. 

The Holiday Junkie (2024, Ro-
mance) Jennifer Love Hewitt, Brian 
Hallisay Lifetime, 8 p.m. 

Willy Wonka and the Chocolate 
Factory (1971, Children) Gene 
Wilder, Jack Albertson TNT, 8 p.m. 

Pacifi c Rim (2013, Science fi ction) 
Charlie Hunnam, Diego Klattenho�  
SYFY, 8:30 p.m. 

You’ve Got Mail (1998, Ro-
mance-comedy) Tom Hanks, Meg 
Ryan E!, 9:30 p.m. 

Devil on Campus: The Larry Ray 
Story (2024, Docudrama) Billy 
Zane, Tedra Rogers LMN, 10 p.m. 

O�  ce Christmas Party (2016, 
Comedy) Jason Bateman, Olivia 
Munn TNT, 10 p.m. 

Cloverfi eld (2008, Science fi ction) 
Michael Stahl-David, Mike Vogel 
SYFY, 11:30 p.m. 

MOVIES 
YOU’LL LOVE

‘O�  ce Christmas Party’
GLEN WILSON 

DES WILLIE, HBO 

‘Get Millie Black’ What 
to watch

Holiday A�air (1949)
TCM, 8 p.m. 
Robert Mitchum may be better known for 
his tough-guy roles in fi lms noir, Westerns 
and dramas, but he displays a nice comic 
touch with a change-of-pace role for him in 
this 1949 Yuletide-fl avored romantic com-
edy. Mitchum plays department-store clerk 
Steve Mason, who ends up getting fi red 
after he lets war widow Connie Ennis (Janet 
Leigh), who is also a comparison shopper 
for a rival store, o�  the hook for returning 

CATCH A 
CLASSIC

TURNER ENTERTAINMENT CO.  

a pricey train set. But Steve is determined 
to make a Christmas gift of the toy to 
give to Connie’s young son — and to go to 
war for her a� ections against her sort-of 
steady (Wendell Corey). Harry Morgan, 
Henry O’Neill and Esther Dale also star.

Photos courtesy of Shutterstock

FAMILY FEATURES 

As people prepare to gather with family and friends this holiday 
season, it’s important to think about health and safety.

“With the holidays just around the corner, now is the perfect time to 
think about how you can help protect yourself from serious illness from 
flu, COVID-19 and RSV – and support your loved ones in doing the 
same,” said Dr. Rachel Levine, assistant secretary for health at the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). “Vaccination is an 
important step in having a happy and healthy celebration.”

While preparing for holiday festivities, keep these recommendations in 
mind to help protect yourself from severe flu, COVID-19 and RSV.

Flu: Flu season usually peaks during the winter months, so now is a great 
time to get the 2024-25 flu vaccine. It’s recommended for people 6 months 
and older to lower their risk of infection or serious illness from the flu. 
In fact, people who skipped their flu shot last year were twice as likely to 
need medical help for the flu. The best time to get vaccinated is at least a 
couple of weeks before a holiday gathering. But getting vaccinated later in 
the season can still help. Encourage your family and friends to get the flu 
vaccine, too. Together you can create safer holiday celebrations.

COVID-19: Getting vaccinated against COVID-19 is also important 
for everyone ages 6 months and older. The updated COVID-19 vaccines 
offer the best protection against serious illness from the virus, especially 
for those at higher risk. This includes people with certain health conditions 
or older adults, which may include parents, grandparents and great aunts 
or uncles. By getting vaccinated, people of all ages can lower their risk of 
getting severely sick. In fact, young adults are at higher risk of developing 
Long COVID than older adults. However, staying up to date on your 
COVID-19 vaccines lowers your risk of Long COVID, too.

RSV: RSV can be especially risky for older adults and babies. That’s why 
everyone 75 and older, people 60-74 with certain health conditions or who live 
in a nursing home and pregnant people should get the RSV vaccine. Pregnant 
people should get the RSV vaccine at 32-36 weeks of pregnancy to help protect 
their newborns from severe RSV during their first six months of life.

As you prepare for the 
holidays, remember that 
prevention is the best way to 
keep from getting seriously 
sick from flu, COVID-19 and 
RSV. By getting vaccinated 
now, you can enjoy the 
holiday season with greater 
confidence and less risk of 
missing time together. Being 
vaccinated helps keep your 
symptoms milder if you get 
infected after vaccination so 
you can do the things you 
want to do with less risk of 
spreading infection.

Talk with your doctor 
about which vaccines are 
right for you as well as 
for any loved ones you 
help care for. Visit 
cdc.govRiskLessDoMore 
for more information 
on vaccines, or visit 
vaccines.gov to get started.

TIPS FOR A SAFE AND FESTIVE HOLIDAY SEASON 

People who are Black, Hispanic or who live in rural areas may be at higher 
risk of severe illness from flu, COVID-19 and RSV than others. Getting 
vaccinated is the best protection from getting seriously sick from these 
viruses. According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC): 
n Last flu season, Black adults were more than twice as likely as white 

adults to be hospitalized for flu.
n Last  flu season, Hispanic adults were more likely than white adults to 

be hospitalized for flu.
n One in 3 adults living in rural areas have never been vaccinated against 

COVID-19. For people living in rural areas, health services may be 
far away. That can mean it takes some planning to get vaccinated. But 
being far from medical care also means it’s even more important to 
lower your risk of serious illness by getting vaccinated.

THE  EFFECTS OF FLU, 
COVID-19 AND RSV ON 

DIFFERENT POPULATIONS
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close to home John McPherson the family circus Bil Keane

beetle bailey Mort & Greg Walker

the born loser Art & Chip Sansom hagar the horrible Chris Browne

Pickles Brian Crane

sudoku instructions: 
Each row, column and set of 3-by-3 
boxes must contain the numbers 1 
through 9 without repitition.

Breach of contract today’s answer: Lubricants

today’s sudoku solu-
tion: 

today’s whatzit solution: 

garfield Jim Davis Pooch cafe Paul Gilligan

blondie Dean Young & John Marshall

zits Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott Peanuts Charles M. Schulz

today’s solution: 
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close to home John McPherson the family circus Bil Keane

beetle bailey Mort & Greg Walker

the born loser Art & Chip Sansom hagar the horrible Chris Browne

Pickles Brian Crane

sudoku instructions: 
Each row, column and set of 3-by-3 
boxes must contain the numbers 1 
through 9 without repitition.

Low-key today’s answer: Candy canes

today’s sudoku solu-
tion: 

today’s whatzit solution: 

garfield Jim Davis Pooch cafe Paul Gilligan

blondie Dean Young & John Marshall

zits Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott Peanuts Charles M. Schulz

today’s solution: 
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