
 ALBANYHERALD.COM ♦ TUESDAY, MAY 6, 2025 ♦ 1A

Classifieds .......................... 11A

Comics ............................ 6A-7A

Crossword .......................... 11A

Horoscopes .......................... 3A

Obituaries........................... 11A

Perspectives ......................... 4A

Sports ............................ 9A-10A

Squawkbox .......................... 3A

TV .......................................... 5A

Weather ................................ 3A 

INDEX

ALBANYHERALD.COM

SIAC champs
ASU claims title

•Page 9A
Serving readers and online viewers in Metro Albany, Camilla, Tifton and Americus

HERALD
The Albany

Perspectives
Ralph Nader 
•Page 4A

Tuesday, May 6, 2025$1.50    ©2025 GTLN Vol. CXXXIII, No. 220

Albany Area Chamber advocates for 
key area issues during D.C. Fly-in

WASHINGTON, D.C. — 

The Albany Area Chamber of 

Commerce wrapped up its 2025 

DC Fly-In last week, its largest 

delegation to date taking part 

in a series of meetings and dis-

cussions aimed at advancing the 

region’s legislative priorities.

Led by local city and county 

officials, and business and com-

munity leaders, the delegation 

made its case on crucial state 

and federal issues that impact 

Albany’s economy, work force, 

infrastructure and cultural de-

velopment.

On arriving at the nation’s capi-

tal, the delegation was welcomed 

by U.S. Chamber of Commerce 

representatives, including Tom 

Wickham, VP of Government Af-

fairs, and Jaimie Francis, VP of 

Policy and Programs, who pro-

vided a comprehensive federal 

legislative update. This session 

was followed by a community 

leadership discussion, highlight-

ing Albany’s key initiatives and 

ongoing efforts to strengthen 

local and regional ties.

Later in the evening, the cham-

ber hosted its federal recep-

tion, where Albany’s leadership, 

Congressional representatives 

and USMC officials gathered to 

discuss the region’s needs and 

future development. The recep-

tion set the stage for the next 
day’s Capitol Hill meetings, dur-
ing which the delegation met 
with Congressmembers Sanford 
Bishop and Austin Scott to ad-
vocate for funding and support 
for critical local programs.

Smith Wilson, chair of the 
Albany Area Chamber of Com-
merce Board of Directors, re-
flected on the significance of 
these meetings.

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com
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From le�, Mark Lane, Stanley Franklin, Larry Price and Anastasia Franklin pray together at 
the close of the Albany-Dougherty National Prayer Committee National Day of Prayer.

‘Hope’ is the theme for 
National Day of Prayer

ALBANY -- Albany Police Chief Mi-
chael Persley’s words summed up the 
intent of three speakers selected to of-
fer messages during the 74th annual Na-
tional Day of Prayer, held on the plaza of 
the downtown Albany-Dougherty Gov-
ernment Center.

“We come as people of faith, asked to 
speak about promises, not problems,” 
Persley said to a group of some 65 indi-
viduals who came to take part in the an-
nual Day of Prayer, sponsored locally by 
the Albany-Dougherty National Prayer 
Committee, a volunteer group that spon-
sors the annual Day of Prayer and May-
or’s Prayer Breakfast each year to offer 
members of the community opportuni-
ties to pray for their leaders.

Larry Price, the volunteer chair of AL-
DON, told those gathered for the event 

By Carlton Fletcher
carlton.fletcher@albanyherald.com
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Albany Technical College graduates march 
through the Albany Civic Center during a 
Friday ceremony. The technical college grad-
uated about 900 students during dual cere-
monies, one held in the morning and a sec-
ond in the a�ernoon.

Albany Technical 
College graduates 
900 during dual 
ceremonies

ALBANY – Lundyn Pace may be the first 
in her family to attend college. She’s definitely 
getting off to an early start.

At 16, the Terrell County native made her first 
walk to the strains of “Pomp and Circumstance” 
on Friday. As a junior in the Terrell County 
School System, she completed her nurse’s aide 
certificate through Albany Technical College’s 
dual-enrollment program in the discipline’s ac-
celerated course of study.

“I’m not sure if there are any other college 
graduates in my family,” Pace said. “I don’t 
know of any. I have plenty of high school grad-
uates in the family.

“I decided to jump in so early because I want-
ed a head start in life. In order to be the best, 
you have to start early.”

The junior Greenwave was one of about 260 
Albany Tech students who received degrees, 
diplomas or certificates through the dual-en-
rollment program on Friday during a morning 
ceremony at the Albany Civic Center. That cer-
emony was for 400 or so students who partici-
pated in the dual-enrollment and dual-achieve-
ment tracks for high school students and those 

By Alan Mauldin
alan.mauldin@albanyherald.com
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Phoebe celebrates expansion, 
renovation of eastside clinic

ALBANY – James and 
Linda Harper rarely left 
the home they had shared 
for decades in east Albany. 
Linda’s diabetes wasn’t well-
controlled, and after she got 
dizzy one day and suffered 
a serious fall, James was 
afraid to leave her alone.

“My wife is diabetic. She’s 
had cancer twice, then she 
fell and broke the femur in 
her right leg, and I turned 
into a full-time caregiver,” 

James said.
James Harper was no lon-

ger able to enjoy working in 
his yard or helping his neigh-
bors, and his own health 
began to suffer. With less 
activity, he gained weight, 
and his hypertension got 
worse. Things began to 
change when they discov-
ered the Intensive Outpa-
tient Care Program (IOCP) 
at Phoebe East just a mile 
and a half down the road 
from their home.

“It started out with Lin-
da, and I saw what job they 

were doing for her, and 
I said, ‘Hey, will you let 
me in?’” James said with 
a chuckle.

Phoebe’s IOCP Clinic 
started almost a year ago 
with a limited list of spe-
cific patients who often re-
quired hospital visits be-
cause of chronic illnesses. 
It has since expanded to 
accept walk-ins and physi-
cian and hospital referrals.

“Our team works close-
ly with patients who have 
diabetes, congestive heart 

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

Special Photo: Phoebe

James and Linda Harper, who each have had health issues, 
have seen their health improve due to treatment at the 
newly renovated Phoebe East Clinic.

See FLY-IN, 2A
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See HOPE, 2A
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that they are commanded Bibli-
cally to to pray for their leaders.

“Today is about hope,” Price 
said. “It’s about trusting in God. 
And it’s about coming together 
as a community to pray for our 
city and our county leaders.”

The theme for the event came 
from Romans 15:13, which says, 
“Now may the God of hope 
fill you with all joy and peace 
in believing, so that you will 

abound in hope by the power 
of the Holy Spirit.”

Joining Persley as featured 
speakers for the Day of Prayer 
were Anastasia Franklin, wor-
ship leader of Christ Church of 
Albany, and Mark Lane, area 
director of the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes. Each spoke 
of how people of faith can bring 
about dramatic changes in 
a community beset by trou-
bling issues.

“Our leaders are held ac-
countable by God, and I urge 
you to fervently pray for them, 
not just today but every day,” 

Franklin said.
Added Lane, “My prayer is 

that our community leaders 
experience the hope that is 
found in Christ alone. When 
faith is directed toward the 
future, we can call it hope.”

Persley said hope grows with-
in families, communities and 
churches.

“The family is the first place 
where hope is nurtured, and 
community offers an opportu-
nity of shared grace,” the APD 
chief said. “And church is the 
launchpad for change. These 
churches, it must be noted, are 

not just sanctified on Sunday; 

they’re a lighthouse for the lost 

Monday through Saturday.”

After the speakers delivered 

their brief messages and prayers, 

those assembled gathered in 

groups of three to eight to pray 

in clusters.

They took into the short prayer 

session a thought offered by 

Persley: “Albany doesn’t need 

more fear; it needs more hope.”

ALDON already has scheduled 

the date for the 75th National 

Day of Prayer: May 1, 2026. 

HOPE

From 1A

failure, chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease and hy-
pertension because those 
conditions often lead to ER 
visits and hospitalizations if 
they aren’t properly man-
aged,” Phoebe Physicians 
Medical Director for Primary 
Care Dr. Derek Heard, who 
developed and oversees the 
IOCP Clinic, said. “Our goal 
is to develop close personal 
relationships with those pa-
tients to ensure they get the 
care and access to resources 
they need to improve their 
lives and avoid preventable 
hospital visits.”

Creating new, dedicated 
space for the ICOP Clinic 
was part of a complete ren-
ovation of the Phoebe East 
campus. Phoebe celebrated 
the completion of the project 
with a ribbon-cutting cer-
emony and open house for 
the community last week.

The work also included 
adding an exam room to the 
busy Phoebe Urgent Care 
of East Albany that treats 

more than 70 patients on 
an average day, with the 
number surging to nearly 
100 on busy days.

“We are pleased to ensure 
that people in east Albany 
have quick and easy access 
to care for minor illnesses 
and injuries when they need 
it,” Phoebe Physicians Presi-
dent Dr. Estrellita Redmon 
said. “Expanding our net-
work of urgent care clinics 
to provide that easy access 
for more southwest Geor-
gians is an important goal 
for us.”

Phoebe recently opened 
a fifth urgent care clinic in 
Camilla and will soon break 
ground on a clinic on U.S. 
Highway 82 in Lee County. 
Phoebe plans to renovate its 
urgent care clinics at Phoebe 
Northwest and Phoebe North, 
and it provides urgent care 
telehealth appointments at 
www.phoebehealth.com and 
through the Phoebe Access 
mobile app.

Phoebe Corporate Health 
is also based at Phoebe East. 
The renovations created larger 
and more efficient work ar-
eas for the Corporate Health 
team, led by Dr. Kevin Smith, 

the only board-certified Oc-
cupational & Environmen-
tal Medicine specialist in 
this region.

“Phoebe Corporate Health 
works with hundreds of com-
panies throughout south-
west Georgia, providing a di-
verse range of services from 
physicals, drug screenings 
and vaccines to biometric 
screenings, education and 
worksite ergonomic assess-
ments,” Redmon said.

Phoebe East also includes a 
physical therapy gym where 
injured workers can rehab, 
and Phoebe Corporate Health 
is the only clinic in this part 
of the state that offers some 
travel vaccines, such as the 
yellow fever vaccine, which 
many people traveling to cer-
tain parts of the world for 
business, pleasure or mis-
sion work may need.

“Phoebe Physicians is the 
largest and most comprehen-
sive medical provider group 
in south Georgia,” Redmon 
said. “We pride ourselves 
on providing expert health 
care and excellent coordina-
tion of care to keep south-
west Georgians here at home 
for medical treatment. Our 

renovated space at Phoebe 

East is a great example of 

the innovative care we aim 

to provide.”

The Phoebe East project 

also included renovations 

to its large conference area, 

which Phoebe uses for in-

ternal meetings, lunch and 

learns, and other events in 

coordination with its Cor-

porate Health partners, and 

for community events.

James and Linda Harper 

are just happy the Phoebe 

East services – especially the 

IOCP Clinic – are available 

so close to where they live. 

Linda’s diabetes is under 

control, and she’s getting 

around much better now. 

James’s blood pressure is 

down. He’s lost 40 pounds, 

and he’s back working in 

his yard and caring for his 

neighbors. And the Harpers 

are looking forward to cele-

brating their 60th wedding 

anniversary next month.

“We wouldn’t be where we 

are today if it wasn’t for the 

IOCP Clinic,” James said. 

“They have been a blessing 

to my family.”

PHOEBE

From 1A

“The 2025 D.C. Fly-In was 

an invaluable opportunity for 

us to meet face-to-face with 

key decision-makers who 

can help shape Albany’s fu-

ture,” Wilson said. “By work-

ing closely with our federal 

and state representatives, 

we’ve set the stage for greater 

investment in the businesses 

and educational institutions 

that are central to our com-

munity’s prosperity.”

Interim Chamber President 

and CEO Matt Reed empha-

sized the importance of these 

direct interactions.

“The strength of our com-

munity lies in the partnerships 

we continue to nurture and 

cultivate, both locally and in 

Washington, D.C.,” Reed said. 

“This trip is always a powerful 

reminder of the impact that 

close collaboration with our 

elected officials can have on 

moving our community and 

region forward.”

In addition to meetings with 

legislators, the chamber del-

egation attended a series of 

sessions at “Modern Day Ma-

rine,” a conference and expo 

focused on logistics and de-

fense, followed by meetings 

with USMC Leadership. These 

events provided insights into 

the role of the Albany-based 

Marine Corps Logistics Base 

in supporting the military’s 

logistics operations, further 

underscoring the chamber’s 

commitment to supporting 

defense communities as a 

military community of ex-

cellence.

Later in the day, the delega-

tion had the opportunity to 

meet with U.S. Sen. Jon Os-

soff and with the team from 

Senator Raphael Warnock’s 

office, where discussions fo-

cused on aligning Albany’s 

priorities with federal initia-

tives that support regional 

prosperity.

Bridges Sinyard, chair of 

the Albany Area Chamber 

of Commerce Government 

Affairs Committee, noted, 

“This was an exceptional op-

portunity for us to not only 

advance Albany’s priorities 

but also deepen relationships 

with our federal partners. 

We’re excited to bring these 

conversations back to Alba-

ny and continue the work of 

turning these conversations 

into tangible progress.”

The delegation is already 

focused on following up on 

the momentum from these 

discussions and continuing 

to build partnerships that 

will drive Albany’s growth.

“The connections we made 

here are just the beginning,” 

Wilson said. “We look forward 

to seeing these efforts come 

to fruition and to continuing 

our work for the betterment 

of our community.”

FLY-IN
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NOTICE OF 

APPLICA-

TION FOR 

PACKAGE 

OF LIQUOR 

BEER & 

WINE 

LICENSE
Southside Beverage 

Retail LLC. trading 

as Jaxx Liquor at 

605 S. Slappey 

Blvd. Albany 

Georgia 31701, 

give notice that 

Dineshkumar Patel 

has applied for a 

transfer of alcohol. 

Albany Herald

Run Dates: 

May 1st, 3rd, & 6th

who earned a general equiva-

lency diploma (GED).

During a second ceremony 

held in the afternoon, an ad-

ditional 500 students in oth-

er programs received their 

diplomas.

As she contemplates what’s 

next, Pace said she looked for-

ward to Friday’s ceremony.

“Graduating at 16 from col-

lege, this young, is pretty amaz-

ing,” she said. “It’s a big accom-

plishment in my life. I’m just 

proud for this achievement 

in my life.”

In addition to attending class-

es, the rising senior participated 

in the Greenwave Marching Band 

and is running as a candidate 

for Miss Terrell Middle-High 

School. After high school, she 

said she hopes to attend Bet-

hune-Cookman University, a 

historically black university in 

Daytona Beach, Fla., or possi-

bly attend Phoebe Putney Me-

morial Hospital’s Living and 

Learning Community.

“I plan on working as a phle-
botomist while I’m in college,” 
she said. “My end goal is to be 
the best at my job; hopefully, 
a lab technician. My advice to 
other young high school kids 
who are interested in dual en-
rollment is ‘Do it.’ I would just 
like to thank everyone, espe-
cially the staff at Albany Tech.”

Students who enter the du-
al-enrollment program are as-
sisted throughout the process, 
from application to financial 
aid to deciding on a program 
of study, Albany Tech program 
coordinator Dana Watson-
Green, who was busy assisting 
students filing into the Civic 
Center by assisting them with 
donning boards and arranging 
their tassels, said.

“I got all these babies,” she 
said.

The dual-enrollment staff 
keeps in close communication 
with instructors, who inform 
them if a student falls below 
a 70% grade. In those cases, 
additional assistance such as 
tutoring is offered to get them 
back on track.

“The majority of students 
can do everything online,” she 

said. “The students get com-
puters.”

The program also works 
closely with the Commodore 
Conyers College & Career (4C) 
Academy program in Albany.

“It’s a great feeling to see the 
students achieve the goals they 
set out to do,” Watson-Green 
said. “She (Pace) literally came 
to my office every day. In the 
end, it turned out great.”

During his address to gradu-
ates, Col. Matthew McKinney, 
commanding officer of Marine 
Corps Logistics Base-Albany, 
encouraged them to be curious, 
to put their skills and knowl-
edge to work and to inspire 
others along the way.

“Make a difference,” McK-
inney, who is a member of 
Albany Tech’s Board of Di-
rectors, said. “Even inspiring 
one other person doubles the 
positive impact you can have 
on the world. If I could leave 
you with one message today: 
You are not just getting a di-
ploma. You’re building a tool-
box, a blueprint that you can 
use to light up our community. 
You build a better tomorrow 
today, building knowledge step 

by step. You inspire pride and 

should be very proud of your 

achievements.”

During his remarks, McKin-

ney quoted individuals, includ-

ing former President Jimmy 

Carter, Mohammad Ali and 

the Dalai Lama, who said: “If 

you think you are too small to 

make a difference, try sleep-

ing with a mosquito.”

“The lesson holds,” McKinney 

said. “You’re never too small to 

make a difference. Imagine an 

uplifting vision of your future. 

You are not just graduates, 

you are the ones that (make) 

a better tomorrow.”

ATC
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Sta� Photo: Alan Mauldin

Lundyn Pace, a junior at Terrell Middle High School, gradu-
ated on Friday with a certificate in nurse aide through the 
Albany Technical College dual-enrollment program.

Special Photo: Albany Chamber

The Albany Area Chamber of Commerce wrapped up its 2025 D.C. Fly-In last week, its 
largest delegation to date taking part in a series of meetings and discussions aimed at 
advancing the region’s legislative priorities.

Submissions being 
accepted for 25th 
annual Fine Art 
Exhibition and Sale

ALBANY – This year marks 
a milestone year for the Alba-
ny Area Arts Council as it gets 
ready to host its 25th annual 
Southwest Georgia Regional 
Fine Art Exhibition and Sale.

The exhibition is an oppor-
tunity for any local or regional 
artists to showcase their work 
and potentially make sales 
and win prize money. It’s the 
largest platform in the region 
for artists.

“It’s a great opportunity, 
not just for our more expe-
rienced artists to participate 
in and be a part of our cre-
ative community, but also 
for our less experienced art-
ists to have an opportunity to 
exhibit their work in a space 
when they may not have the 
body of work to have their 
own kind of a show,” Nicole 

Williams, the AAAC’s execu-
tive director, said. 

The exhibition is open to 
all artists 18 and older, with 
a maximum of two pieces per 
artist and an entry fee of $35. 
The submission deadline is 
May 12. Artwork must be hand-
delivered to the AAAC by May 
19. The exhibit launches June 
5. Williams said typically 50 
artists and about 100 pieces 
are entered in the show. 

“Part of being an artist is 
being willing to let people see 
what you’re doing,” she said. 
“It’s having something to say 
and wanting to put that thing 
into the world, and it is an in-
credibly brave act.”

Williams said it’s exciting 
each year to see the show come 
together.

The link to register is https://
albanyartscouncil.org/jas-
register/.

By Lucille Lannigan
lucille.lannigan@albanyherald.com
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Nature magically suits a man to his fortunes, by 
making them the fruit of his character.

Ralph Waldo Emerson,
poet (1803-1882)

CORRECTIONQUOTE OF THE DAY

W
illiam Lyon Phelps 
was a popular col-
umnist and public 

speaker who taught the first 
American university course on 
the modern novel. He said, “If 
at first you don’t succeed, find 
out if the loser gets anything.”

At the bridge table, a loser 
usually gives a trick to the op-
ponents. Sometimes, though, 
taking that trick can be costly. 
In today’s deal, what should be 
the result in four spades after 
West leads the club king?

Note East’s balancing one-no-
trump overcall. This shows only 
11 to 15 points. With a normal 
strong no-trump, East doubles 
and rebids in no-trump.

South’s three-heart rebid and 
North’s jump to four spades 
were aggressive but reason-
able. North liked his three-

card spade support, a ruffing 
value in South’s second suit 
and an ace.

South wins the first trick with 
dummy’s ace, plays a heart to 
his queen, cashes the heart 
ace, and leads another heart. 
Should West ruff with his spade 
10 or pitch a minor-suit card?

In general, if declarer is about 
to ruff a loser, the defender 
should discard.

Here, if West ruffs, the con-
tract can be made. South trumps 
the (say) club continuation, ruffs 
a heart on the board (bringing 
down East’s king), and plays 
a spade to his nine. He con-
tinues with a high trump and 
loses only two spades and one 
diamond.

If West correctly discards at 
trick four, the play gets inter-

esting. South ruffs, trumps a 
club in his hand and leads an-
other heart. Now West must 
ruff! He then leads a minor, 
and South cannot avoid los-
ing another two spades and 
one diamond to East.

IF IT IS A LOSER, 
DO NOT RUFF AT FIRST

BRIDGE ■ PHILLIP ALDER
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Weather Forecast

Horoscopes

Today is the 126th day of 
2025 and the 48th day of 
spring.

TODAY’S HISTORY: 
In 1889, with the com-
mencement of the Exposi-
tion Universelle in Paris, the 
Eiffel Tower was opened to 
the public for the first time 
since its completion in 
March.

In 1937, the German diri-
gible Hindenburg caught fire 
while attempting to dock in 
New Jersey, killing 36.

In 1994, the Channel 
Tunnel, an undersea rail tun-
nel linking England and 
France, was officially opened.

In 2013, three women 
who had gone missing 
between 2002 and 2004 
were rescued from their kid-
napper’s home in Cleveland.

TODAY’S BIRTH-
DAYS: Sigmund Freud 
(1856-1939), psychiatrist; 
Rudolph Valentino (1895-
1926), actor; Orson Welles 
(1915-1985), actor/director; 
Willie Mays (1931-2024), 
baseball player; Bob Seger 
(1945- ), singer-songwriter; 
Tony Blair (1953- ), British 
prime minister; George Cloo-
ney (1961- ), actor; Martin 

Brodeur (1972- ), hockey 

player; Adrianne Palicki 

(1983- ), actress; Gabourey 

Sidibe (1983- ), actress; Chris 

Paul (1985- ), basketball 

player; Naomi Scott (1993- ), 

actress.

TODAY’S FACT: Tony 

Blair was the first British 

prime minister in more than 

150 years to have a child with 

their spouse while in office.

TODAY’S SPORTS: In 

1954, Roger Bannister, a 

25-year-old British medical 

student, became the first per-

son to run a mile in less than 

four minutes.

TODAY’S QUOTE: 

“What progress we are mak-

ing. In the Middle Ages they 

would have burned me. Now 

they are content with burn-

ing my books.” -- Sigmund 

Freud

TODAY’S NUMBER: 

3:43.13 -- current world 

record time (minutes: sec-

onds) in the mile run, set by 

Moroccan runner Hicham El 

Guerrouj in 1999.

TODAY’S MOON: 

Between first quarter moon 

(May 4) and full moon (May 

12).

Today in History

DO JUST ONE THING
by Danny Seo

Did you know the shelf life of dried spices is about 
two years? It can be hard to remember when you 
bought herbs and spices, so be sure to mark the month 
and year on the jar when you bring home new contain-
ers. When it’s time to replace spices, don’t toss them 
into the trash. Old spices can be used to make all-
natural aromatherapy sprays or even as all-natural 
insect repellants around the house. Just look up indi-
vidual spices and find some clever hacks for how to use 
them. The easiest? Toss your old spices into your 
compost bin.

Take the path that leads to 
peace of mind. Put your 
energy where it counts and 
make your life easier and 
rewarding. Pay attention to 
investments and markets; 
you’ll find interesting ways 
to earn more and increase 
your holdings. Refuse to let 
stubbornness and anger cost 
you.

TAURUS (April 20- 
May 20) -- Change begins 
with you, but first, tidy up 
unfinished business. It will 
make your journey and your 
choices easier. You’ll face 
opposition if you allow oth-
ers to weigh in on a subject 
that’s meaningful to you.

GEMINI (May 21-June 
20) -- Consider your options 
and align yourself with peo-
ple who are as diverse and 
innovative as you. Don’t 
pressure someone uncom-
fortable with your plans to 
join in, or a setback will 
occur.

CANCER (June 21-July 
22) -- Distance yourself 
from situations you cannot 
resolve, and you’ll gain 
insight into unique options. 
Altering your lifestyle to suit 
your demands will speed 
things up. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
-- Live and learn. Your 
actions and words matter, 
so act and speak with cau-
tion and courage. Put your 
energy where it counts and 
be true to yourself. Don’t 
hesitate to take on some-
thing that matters to you

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22) -- Press forward with 
passion, experience and 
knowledge, and you will 
leave a lasting impression. 
Take time to breathe. Tak-
ing short trips and recon-
necting with associates or 
partners will be uplifting.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23) -- Be silent while you 

observe what others do and 
say, and you’ll spare yourself 
ridicule and criticism. 
Expand your interests, and 
you’ll connect with someone 
who intrigues you.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
Nov. 22) -- You’ll crave 
change, excitement and 
being in the middle of the 
action. Before you rush in 
and share your thoughts, 
consider who you are deal-
ing with. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
23-Dec. 21) -- Opportunity 
is within reach. Keep the 
momentum going and share 
your vision with the people 
you care about most. You’ll 
get the input you need, but 
at a cost you may not like. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- 
Jan. 19) -- Take a backseat 
and consider your options. 
Attend events that allow you 
to network, connect and 
position yourself strategi-
cally. An energetic approach 
to partnerships will encour-
age closer ties.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20- 
Feb. 19) -- Pay attention to 
money matters and save for 
a rainy day. Expand your 
interest in something that 
you can use to boost your 
qualifications. Rethink your 
lifestyle and make healthy 
choices.

PISCES (Feb. 20- 
March 20) -- Stick to your 
plans; any deviation will 
cost you. Trust your 
instincts, follow your heart 
and distance yourself from 
those offering chaos and 
divisiveness.

ARIES (March 21-April 
19) -- Consider your options, 
ask an expert and adjust 
your plans to meet demands. 
Participate in events and 
build direct links to what 
interests you. Personal gain 
is apparent.

The Albany Herald (U.S.P.S. 012-320), 306 W. Broad Ave., The Albany Herald (U.S.P.S. 012-320), 306 W. Broad Ave., 

Albany, Ga 31701, published daily by GTLN, is the legal or-Albany, Ga 31701, published daily by GTLN, is the legal or-

gan of Dougherty and Calhoun Counties. Periodicals class gan of Dougherty and Calhoun Counties. Periodicals class 

postage paid at Albany, Ga. Postmaster: Send address postage paid at Albany, Ga. Postmaster: Send address 

changes to The Albany Herald, 306 W. Broad Ave., Albany, changes to The Albany Herald, 306 W. Broad Ave., Albany, 

Ga 31701. Business Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.Ga 31701. Business Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

This newspaper is committed to publish-
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Editor Carlton Fletcher at (229) 888-9300. 
Corrections or clarifications will appear 
in this space.

Squawker I have the intelli-
gence to understand that mo-
ron bankrupted a casino, even 
after his crooked father bought 
a million dollars worth of chips 
and never cashed them in.

Thank you, Larry Price and 
ALDON, for your annual Day 
of Prayer. I especially appreci-
ated the words of Police Chief 
Persley.

Fletcher, while you’re defi-
nitely right about Greene and 
Carter, you shouldn’t stop 
there. There are plenty more 
idiots in the local, state and na-
tional governments who some-
how were elected to positions of 
authority.

At least racist Brown will 
simply be filling the blank space 
of another racist, so the damage 
she’ll do will be kept to a mini-
mum.

Capitulating to a tyrant ter-
rorist never works, nor does 
an old braggard’s deal. Zelen-
skyy should knock on Mos-
cow’s Kremlin’s front door 
and bloody the blue waters of 
Putin’s Gelendzhik Black Sea 
coastal palace. A thing is valued 
only by its cost; peace and war 
trade only in the currency of the 
blood of men (and women).

Clinton Johnson has sur-
passed his level of incompe-
tence.

Recently “Fox Not Really 
the News” Polls were forced to 
admit that everyone hated the 
True President.

We, who are caretakers of 
our Southern history, heritage, 
and culture, preserve the mem-
ory and a true understanding 
of the past that has shaped our 
identity as Southerners.

Dougherty County squawk-
ers: The parent company of The 
Albany Herald knows a good 
thing when they see it. New 
format, local school coverage 
in spades. Practice up for the 
inevitable catastrophic failure 
and investigation of ... where 
did all our tax money disappear 
to the  last four years? Why are 
we broke? Stay tuned.

So Trump says it’s “OK” if 
tariffs lead to short-term reces-
sion. Of course it is, as he’s a bil-
lionaire who doesn’t care about 
the millions of working-class 
people who voted for him and 
will continue to support him re-
gardless of how much they suf-
fer. That Man Without a Family 

Perhaps Trump’s next exec-
utives order will be to national-
ize and bring out of hiding the 
12/25/65 militia. He can then 
nominate Steven Miller as its 
Oberfüher, since Little Marco is 
busy with his two cabinet jobs. 
Hard to find talent, I mean the 
right sycophants, to kowtow.

I said it, and I stand by it: 
You people should stop grip-
ing about President Trump’s 
policies. He’s going to make us 
stronger than ever. Just be pa-
tient.

Democrats always cry about 
saving democracy, but having 
a liberal judge block a law re-
quiring voters to show proof 
of citizenship is not protecting 
democracy. Only U.S. citizens 
should be able to vote. Plain 
and simple.

Can you believe it; Trump’s 
approval rating is lower in his 
second term than his first term.

I sadly think about these old-
er people -- the ones who aren’t 
rich but up until this point have 
been comfortable -- starting to 
fret as their life savings fritter 
away, thanks to the man they 
voted into office. Ask them 
about their vote, though, and 
they’ll blame any and everyone 
else. Some call that true loyalty. 
I call it stupidity.

squawkbox@albanyherald.com

SQUAWKBOX

Did you know ...?
Every week, I sit at this computer 

and try to come up with a witty, en-
gaging introduction for the column 
that follows. Most weeks, I manage 
at least to be half-witty, and some-
what engaging.

This morning, however, as I rack 
my brain to find something to talk 
about here that isn’t spring- or base-
ball-related, I find myself coming 
up totally empty. The field of fas-
cinating facts is not bare at all; it’s 
the pathway into it that needs work.

So I’ll just hit you this week with 
trivia and try to be a little more en-
tertaining in this part of the column 
next week.
Did you know …

… the iconic voice of Darth Vader 
in the “Star Wars” movies originally 
belonged to someone else? Actor 
David Prowse, who was inside the 
classic black armored suit of Vad-
er, spoke all of Vader’s lines during 
the filming of the first “Star Wars” 
movie, “A New Hope,” in 1977. He 
was shocked to discover that all of 
his lines had been overdubbed with 
the stentorian tones of James Earl 
Jones. Up until the time he actu-
ally saw the final cut of the movie, 
Prowse believed he was the only 
person portraying the Dark Lord 
of the Sith. 

… dogs are banned in Antarctica? 
Once needed for sled journeys to 
the South Pole, dogs were banned 
on the continent beginning in 1994. 
The Antarctic Treaty required the 
removal of all non-native animal 
species, and with dogs the main 
reason was the possibility that dis-
temper would spread to native seals.

… you and I are made up primarily 
of empty space? What I mean is, if 
you removed all of the empty space 
from the atoms that make up every 
human on Earth – all eight billion 
plus change – you would be able to 
fit the entire human population of 

the planet inside an apple.
… a world record exists for the 

number of times a person has tried 
to set a world record? That record is 
held by Ashrita Furman of Brook-
lyn, N,Y. Furman holds about 200 
world records and has tried to set 
about 500 more. (Some people have 
nothing else to do.)

… diamonds are really nearly 
worthless? Like anything else of 
value, scarcity is what determines 
what something is worth, and di-
amonds are anything but scarce. 
The entire retail diamond market is 
reportedly controlled by one com-
pany – DeBeers, of South Africa – 
and has been called a “giant, well-
orchestrated, monopolistic scam” 
that is based on a public miscon-
ception that diamonds are scarce. 
There really are many, many more 
diamonds than people think, accord-
ing to experts in the field.

… one person cut an entire nation 
off from the Internet? The nation 
of Armenia lost its entire access 
to the Internet in March of 2011 
when Hayastan Shakarian, who was 
scavenging for copper, accidentally 
sliced through the fiber optic cable 
connecting Armenia to Georgia in 
southwestern Europe. The accident 
had catastrophic consequences for 
Armenia, which got almost all of its 
Internet service from Georgia. Its 
3.2 million Internet-using citizens 
had to do other things during the 
five hours it took to repair the ca-
ble. Large portions of Georgia and 
Azerbaijan also lost Internet ser-
vice when Shakarian’s scavenging 
caused the disruption. Shakarian 
was arrested by security person-
nel after the location of the break 
was pinpointed, but was released 
by authorities due to her age. In her 
own defense, Shakarian said she had 
never even heard of the Internet.

… a famous composer was the 

youngest student ever at the Julliard 
School of Music? Composer Mar-
vin Hamlisch became a student at 
Julliard when he was 6 years old. 
He was a child prodigy and, by the 
time he was 5, was able to mimic the 
piano music he heard on the radio.

… a Polish doctor saved a town 
during World War II by faking out 
the Nazis? Dr. Eugene Lazowski 
saved the inhabitants of the Pol-
ish city of Rozwadow by telling 
the German troops that wanted to 
invade that there was an outbreak 
of typhus in the town. The disease-
wary Germans decided to advance 
around, rather than through, the city, 
and some 8,000 Poles – Jews and 
Gentiles alike – were saved from 
the forced-labor camps.

… bomb disposal experts once 
blew up an ironically wrong pack-
age? In Bristol, United Kingdom, 
a bomb squad was called to check 
out a suspicious package. When the 
squad detonated the package, they 
discovered it was full of leaflets de-
scribing what one should do when 
one finds a suspicious package.

… brain surgery is not a modern 
thing? Archaeologists and scientists 
have determined that as far back as 
5,000 years ago, a primitive form 
of brain surgery called trepanning 
was practiced. Skulls excavated 
from several Neolithic sites showed 
small holes cut into them, to relieve 
pressure on the brain. Several skulls 
had more than one of the inch-wide 
holes, and the edges showed signs 
of healing. 

… you may have spuddled at one 
point in your life. Don’t fret, though; 
we all have, I’m certain. Spuddle is 
a 17th-century word meaning to 
work ineffectively, or to seem very 
busy while achieving nothing at all.

Now ... you know!

Jack is a Manchester-based reporter and columnist whose work appears in multiple Georgia Trust for Local News 
publications. A Chicago native, he has lived in Georgia for most of the last half-century or so, and held many and 
varied jobs: teacher, radio and television newscaster, actor, writer, safari tour guide and newspaper editor; 
almost everything except game show host, which he hopes to eventually do as well. His column, “Did You 
Know…?,” is a weekly collection of odd and strange facts that will do absolutely nothing other than enlighten and 
(hopefully) entertain you. It may help you if you get on Jeopardy! one day, but we make no promises.
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Remembering mom’s greatest gift

The wisdom of the ‘Great Communicator’

God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
—1 Corinthians 1:
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Georgia farmers deserve disaster relief they were promised
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Perspectives

I 
stood alone on the hilltop. It was a cool, 
spring morning. I enjoyed the distant 
vistas. I also envisioned the large crowd 

of mourners who once gathered here for a 
sunset ceremony to remember 
and bury Ronald Reagan.

The other early birds at the 
Reagan Presidential Library in 
Simi Valley, Cal., prioritized the 
display of the Dead Sea Scrolls on 
loan to the museum. That’s how 
I found myself alone outside. I 
reflected on Reagan’s words 
carved in granite at his tomb. “I 
know in my heart that man is 
good, that what is right will 
always eventually triumph, and 
there is purpose and worth to each and 
every life.” Reagan was known as an opti-
mist with a quick wit and sunny disposi-
tion. His words affirm that reputation.

Reagan was known to be a Christian. He 
professed faith as a boy of 11 years old and 
received baptism. As a teenager, he taught 
a Sunday school class at the First Christian 
Church in Dixon, Ill. As president, his faith 
permeated his policy positions and prompt-
ed him to pray before cabinet meetings. He 
brought his morality to the world stage 
when he called the Soviet Union an “evil 
empire.”

Which brings me back to Reagan’s epi-
taph. When he said man is good, he surely 
didn’t have in mind the murderous ideolo-
gies of the last century. Perhaps he thought 
that, given the opportunity, people would 
come around to doing good things. His 

friend, Russian President Mikhail Gor-
bachev, did by moving his country away 
from Marxism. Another Reagan contempo-
rary Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, a Russian 

dissident, was closer to Biblical 
truth when he said, “The line 
separating good and evil passes 
not through states, nor between 
classes, nor between political 
parties either -- but right through 
every human heart.”                            

The Christian faith confirms 
the world as we experience it. It’s 
easy to see the evil out there. It’s 
not as easy to recognize the 
immorality that lurks within me. 
It helps to see it from the per-

spective of a good and holy God. “There is 
none righteous, not even one. … There is 
none who does good.” The good news is 
that you receive “the righteousness of God 
through faith in Jesus 

Christ.” That is God’s grace to you. (Rom. 
3)

As for the remainder of Reagan’s final 
words, it is God who triumphs as He guides 
creation to His intended purposes. Every 
life indeed has worth because we are equal-
ly created in God’s image. Perhaps a bit of 
theology may have inspired Reagan’s words 
carved in stone.

That chilly morning, I realized Reagan’s 
words are a great conversation starter. He 
was nicknamed “the Great Communicator,” 
so it’s not surprising that even his epitaph 
would cause us to reflect on great 
truths.

FOWLER

M
other’s Day is coming up. Father’s 
Day will soon follow. And there 
will be many holidays in 

between, all seemingly good rea-
sons for celebration.

Mother’s and Father’s Day are 
the two days that every person on 
this earth has a reason to cele-
brate. Regardless of what society 
is trying to shove down our 
throats, one can never get away 
from the fact that we all have a 
mother and father. No way of get-
ting around that fact.

We often hear people say, “My, how time 
is flying by” or “Where does the time go?” 
But as we get older, I think the question 
should be, “What did we do with our time 
here on earth?”

Can any of us really sit back and say we 
have done our all? Like Jesus did when he 
took on a human form and dragged himself 
to that old rugged cross for us? I think 
about that more as I get older.

I thank God that He gave me a mother 
who told me the story of Jesus as I was 
growing up. I am thankful that as I got 
older and experienced all kinds of drugs 
and alcohol, that my first drug was ... being 

drug to church. It set the tone for my 
actions later on in life.

Now, in this new era ... crypto, 
stocks, cash and hard work seems 
to overtake our thoughts as we all 
want to have something as we get 
to the grand old age of retire-
ment. We think of those assets as 
our greatest investments. But not 
really.

Wisdom. That’s our greatest 
investment.

The book of Proverbs is truly 
filled with the standard we all should try to 
live by. It lets us know that the greatest 
blessing is more than material prosperity. 
The blessings we share are more than a 
long life. It is eternal life. The blessing of 
wisdom is more than wealth. It’s a treasure 
in heaven.

Take this time in your life and think about 
your wisdom, how it has molded your life 
to this point. Jesus Christ is the true wis-
dom of eternity, thank you. And thank you, 
mom, for planting the seed of grace in my 
life early and praying for me when my seeds 
seemed not to produce. Only by grace are 
any of us here. That’s wisdom ... think 
about it.

FLETCHER

‘You’re fired!’ Growing 
millions reject Trump

COLUMNIST ■ RALPH NADER

O
f all the epithets seething from the 
foul mouth of King Donald I – 
“deranged,” “wacko,” “lunatic,” 

“crazy,” “crooked,” “loser,” “criminal,” “cor-
rupt,” the most timely, functional one is his 
favorite: “You’re fired.”

Launched from his TV pro-
gram “The Apprentice” while a 
failed businessman, Trump, 
using the poisonous tusks of 
Elon Musk, has conveyed that 
exit phrase to hundreds of thou-
sands of innocent public servants 
performing crucial tasks and 
their contractors since Jan. 20.

Given his wreckage of lives, 
livelihoods, health, safety and 
freedom of speech here and 
abroad in just 100 days, Trump invites daily 
the unifying command arising out of his 
declaration of war against the American 
people – red state and blue state – “You’re 
fired!”

Trump, a corporation masquerading as a 
human, must be unmasked by the following 
bill of particulars:

-- Because you’re first “presentation of 
self” on Jan. 20 was to declare that you are 
the law and that no constitution, statute or 
regulation was going to stop your issuance 
of scores of illegal executive order dictates, 
“you’re fired.” The Constitution does not 
provide for either a monarch or a dicta-
tor.

-- Because on and after Jan. 20, you 
launched a major purge of lawfully acting 
civil servants, including 17 inspector gener-
als mandated to root out criminal and 
fraudulent activities, and top officials in the 
Pentagon, intelligence and regulatory agen-
cies without reason and notice, replacing 
them with sycophants, “You’re fired!”

-- Because you are daily censoring and 
imperiling people protected by our First 
Amendment with police state kidnappings, 
illegal imprisonment in foreign and domes-
tic jails, threats, harassment, bigotry and 
outright criminal extortions for unlawful 
demands, “You’re fired!”

-- Because you have repeatedly violated 
Congressional mandates, including the 
power of the purse and health/safety stan-
dards, and because you have illegally seized 
basic congressional authority under the 
Constitution, having defied more than 125 
Congressional subpoenas in your first term, 
destroying our federal checks and balances, 
“You’re fired!”

-- Because you are rampantly and unlaw-
fully dismantling or closing down virtually 
all the long-established regulatory and sci-
entific research, protections of the health, 
safety and economic well-being of the 
American people, families and children, 
within the areas of consumer, worker, envi-
ronmental and community necessities – 
many life-saving, “You’re fired!”

-- Because you favor even greater power 
of large corporations to receive bloated 
contracts, subsidies, giveaways and with 
impunity defraud the government, as with 
Medicare and Medicaid and military con-
tracts, take over more of the public lands, 

and see scores of existing federal enforce-
ment cases against them halted or dis-
missed, “You’re fired!”

-- Because you have destroyed more of 
the working civil service than all previous 
presidents combined, you have left the 

American people more defense-
less against pandemics, climate 
violence, air and water pollution, 
hunger, infectious diseases and 
corporate crimes, “You’re 
fired!”

-- Because you are demanding 
Congress pass more tax cuts and 
tax escapes for the very under-
taxed super-wealthy, like you and 
your family members, and giant 
corporations, and because you 

have turned the White House into a self-
enrichment business for you and your cro-
nies, “You’re fired!”

-- Because you have extended your cruel 
and vicious destructions against innocents 
abroad receiving life-saving medicine, food 
and medical supplies from the U.S. Agency 
for International Development that you 
unlawfully have closed down, millions of 
poor people are in jeopardy and many 
thousands already dying and starving. You 
are told about these tragedies you have 
caused but could care less. Your zigzagging 
on massive tariffs destabilizing U.S. busi-
nesses and their workers is leading more of 
your supporters to question your compe-
tence and wrong-headed policies. Because 
regarding the Israeli genocide/slaughter of 
hundreds of thousands of Palestinians in 
Gaza and casualties mounting in the West 
Bank, you have backed your master Netan-
yahu even more than Bibi-Biden, green-
lighting breaking the truce, resuming mass 
murder/starvation, pushing for expulsion 
of the entire surviving population and 
approving annexation of the West Bank, 
“You’re fired!”

-- Because every day you lie and make 
false statements as a routine deceptive 
practice, you are creating harmful, false 
scenarios. Together with Musk enriching 
his corporate positions in Washington, you 
lie about each day’s realities such as the 
price of eggs being down 85%, our country 
now having a trade surplus, and your 
approval rating in polls “in the 60s and 
70s,” “You’re fired!”

-- Because your erratic, wild and no-
holds-barred fascist dictatorial corporate 
state “first” behavior proceeds from a dan-
gerously unstable personality, driven by 
your insatiable vengeance as a megaloma-
niacal power freak, ignorant of or oblivious 
to circumstances and consequences, your 
continued wreckage in all directions is cer-
tain to worsen and shatter our Republic 
and its constitutional processes, “You’re 
fired!”

Expanding numbers of Americans from 
all backgrounds who see the deadly months 
ahead of Dangerous Donald need to sum up 
their demands in the siren call “you’re 
fired!” Just as was done to President Nixon 
for far less serious transgressions in 
1974.

NADAR

I
t’s been more than 215 
days since Hurricane 
Helene tore through 

Georgia, and our farmers 
are still reeling. Crops were 
lost. Trees and barns col-
lapsed. Equipment was 
ruined. Many farms — some 
family-owned for genera-
tions — were brought to 
their knees.

Congress stepped up. On 
Dec. 21, 2024, lawmakers 
passed a bipartisan federal 
disaster relief package with 
$21 billion earmarked for 
agricultural recovery. That 
funding was designed spe-
cifically to help farmers in 
Georgia and other storm-
ravaged states recover from 
Helene and get back on their 
feet.

But here’s the reality: That 
money still hasn’t arrived. 

Not in Valdosta. Not in Bain-
bridge. Not on the land 
where it’s needed most.

And the clock is tick-
ing.

Every week without that 
funding is another week 
farmers can’t replant, 
rebuild or restock. It’s 
another week of falling 
behind on loans, watching 
bills pile up, and wondering 
if next season is even possi-
ble.

Let’s be clear — this isn’t a 
handout. It’s the support 
that Congress promised and 
passed into law. The $21 bil-
lion is supposed to provide 
direct aid for storm-dam-
aged farms, cover crop and 
livestock losses, repair 
destroyed irrigation and 
fencing systems, and help 

farmers re-enter 
the market with 
some stability.

In south Geor-
gia, where agri-
culture isn’t just 
an industry but a 
way of life, the 
stakes couldn’t be 
higher. Our farms 
feed families, 
power small-town econo-
mies, and anchor communi-
ties. When our farmers suf-
fer, our entire state feels the 
impact.

To be fair, some limited 
relief has started to flow — 
like USDA indemnity pay-
ments and disaster loans 
through the Small Business 
Administration. But those 
programs were never meant 
to be the main solution. The 

comprehensive 
agricultural relief 
— the $21 billion 
Georgia’s farmers 
were promised — 
is still tied up in 
red tape in Wash-
ington.

Meanwhile, frus-
tration is boiling 
over. And rightly 

so.
We’ve heard a lot of talk 

about standing up for farm-
ers. But now is the moment 
when those words have to 
mean something. It’s time 
for the USDA and the fed-
eral government to finish 
the job and get this funding 
out the door.

As someone who’s worked 
alongside small business 
owners and families trying 

to recover from unexpected 
setbacks, I understand how 
critical timely support is. 
Delays don’t just stall prog-
ress, they drain hope.

That’s why I’m calling on 
state leaders — regardless of 
party — to demand immedi-
ate action from Washington. 
We can’t let politics stand in 
the way of south Georgia’s 
recovery.

Hard-working families in 
Lowndes, Decatur, Semi-
nole and Tift counties aren’t 

asking for special treatment. 
They’re asking for the help 
they were told was com-
ing.

If we don’t act, we risk los-
ing more than just this year’s 
crop. We risk losing family 
farms. We risk weakening 
the backbone of Georgia’s 
rural economy.

It’s time to deliver on the 
promise made to our farm-
ers. No more delays. No 
more excuses. Georgia 
deserves better.

ESTEVES

SHARE YOUR 
THOUGHTS: 

EMAIL: carlton.fletcher@albanyherald.com
MAIL: Albany Herald News

306 W. Broad Avenue, Albany GA, 31701
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All times Eastern. Start times can vary based 
on cable/satellite provider. Confi rm times on 
your on-screen guide.

Untold
Netfl ix  Season Premiere

This sports docuseries returns with three 
new fi lms, beginning today with Shooting 
Guards. Former Washington Wizards team-
mates Gilbert Arenas and Javaris Crittenton 
shook the basketball world with their infa-
mous gun incident in 2009, but what really 
went down when guns were drawn in their 
NBA locker room? Through raw fi rsthand 
accounts, Arenas and Crittenton unpack the 
events that had a life-altering impact on both 
men, and ultimately led Crittenton down a 
dark and tragic past. The next two fi lms will 
drop the next two Tuesdays.

Night Court
NBC, 8 p.m.  Season Finale

Two episodes of this revival of the classic sit-
com air tonight to fi nish out its third season. 
First, in “Funnest Judge in the City,” Abby 
(Melissa Rauch) suspects the courthouse’s 
new “fun judge” (guest star Michael Urie) 
may not be as fun as he seems, and Gurgs 

(Lacretta) must regain control when her 
new courthouse welcome video, starring 
Roz (guest star Marsha Warfi eld), takes on 
a life of its own. Then, in the season fi nale, 
“A Decent Proposal,” Abby fi nds herself in 
charge of two runaway teens; Dan (John 
Larroquette) and Julianne (Wendie Malick) 
balk at the idea that they’ve become friends; 
and a surprise appearance by a mysterious 
stranger (guest star Simon Helberg) turns 
Abby’s world upside down. At presstime, 
there had been no word on whether Night 
Court will return for Season 4.

The Rookie
ABC, 9 p.m.

In the new episode “Mutiny and the Bounty,” 
the team helps Skip Tracer Randy (Flula 
Borg) when his new love interest is kid-
napped; Angela (Alyssa Diaz) and Nyla (Me-
kia Cox) enlist their moms to help catch a 

con artist; and Wesley (Shawn Ashmore) is 
threatened to drop a case.

Tyler Perry’s 
House of Payne
BET, 9 p.m.  Season Premiere

In the Season 12 premiere of this comedy, 
“House of Realization,” Ella (Cassi Davis) 
faces off  with Elaine and must address her 
true feelings toward Laura (Quin Walters), 
while Malik (Larramie “Doc” Shaw) is forced 
to get creative.

Castle Impossible
HGTV, 9 p.m.

In HGTV’s new series, which debuted last 
week, high school sweethearts Daphne Reck-
ert and Ian Figueira attempt to renovate a 
500-year-old castle. Thankfully, the duo has 
experience in carpentry, conservation and 
landscaping expertise, as well as having fam-
ily members with backgrounds in construc-
tion, design and renovation.

Pati Jinich Explores 
PanAmericana
PBS, 9 p.m.

In “Juneau & Whitehorse — Sister Cities,” 
chef Pati Jinich explores the sister cities of 
Alaska’s capital, Juneau, and the capital of 
Canada’s Yukon Territory, Whitehorse.

Ms. Pat Settles It
BET, 10 p.m.  New Episodes

The second season of this series returns with 
new episodes beginning with tonight’s in-
stallment, which fi nds Judge Ms. Pat settling 
three cases.

From the editors of 

TV Weekly and tvinsider.com

TUESDAY
May 6, 2025

65 (2023, Science fi ction) Adam 
Driver, Ariana Greenblatt FX, 
6 p.m. 

First Blood (1982, Action) Sylves-
ter Stallone, Richard Crenna AMC, 
6 p.m. 

Toy Story 3 (2010, Children) 
Tom Hanks, Tim Allen Freeform, 
6:30 p.m. 

Cheerleader Nightmare (2018, 
Crime drama) Taylor Murphy, Me-
lissa Ponzio LMN, 8 p.m. 

Hacksaw Ridge (2016, War) An-
drew Garfi eld, Sam Worthington 
AMC, 8 p.m. 

Roadhouse Romance (2021, Ro-
mance-comedy) Lauren Alaina, 
Tyler Hynes Hallmark, 8 p.m. 

The Departed (2006, Crime 
drama) Leonardo DiCaprio, Matt 
Damon Paramount, 8 p.m. 

The Jane Mysteries: Inheritance 
Lost (2023, Mystery) Jodie Sweetin, 
Stephen Huszar Hallmark Mys-
tery, 8 p.m. 

The Amazing Spider-Man (2012, 
Action) Andrew Garfi eld, Emma 
Stone SYFY, 9 p.m. 

House Party 2 (1991, Comedy) 
Christopher Reid, Christopher Mar-
tin VH1, 9:30 p.m. 

Sabotaging the Squad (2023, 
Drama) Lauren Mayo, Brittany 
Goodwin LMN, 10 p.m. 

Fury (2014, War) Brad Pitt, Shia 
LaBeouf AMC, 11 p.m. 

MOVIES 
YOU’LL LOVE

‘Toy Story 3’

DISNEY / PIXAR 

NETFLIX 

 What 
to watch

TCM Spotlight: 
The Defining Frontier: 
The American Character 
in Westerns
TCM, beginning at 8 p.m.

Turner Classic Movies’ monthlong Tuesday 
and Thursday night look at the history of 
Westerns via themed lineups continues with 
“The Quintessential Cowboy: John Wayne 
and the Idea of America.” Wayne is one of 
the most important and popular fi lm actors 
of all time, and the actor most identifi ed 
with the Western genre. In many of his fi lms, 

CATCH A CLASSIC

MGM 

Wayne’s characters glorifi ed the idea of 

Manifest Destiny, the belief that the United 

States was meant to expand west, imposing 

its values and way of life beyond its borders. 

Starting with his fi rst starring role in The 

Big Trail (1930), which begins tonight’s 

lineup, Wayne was depicted heroically fi ght-

ing Native Americans and taking their land 

so the country could grow. The popularity 

of these fi lms helped establish the idea that 

America is special and holds a unique place 

in the world. You can also see elements of 

this in the other Wayne-led fi lms airing to-

night: Stagecoach (1939), directed by John 

Ford and also starring Claire Trevor, Andy 

Devine and John Carradine; director Howard 

Hawks’ Red River (1948), which costars 

Montgomery Clift and Walter Brennan; and 

How the West Was Won (pictured), a 
1962 epic Western with a story spanning 50 
years that was codirected by Ford, Henry 
Hathaway and George Marshall, and has 
a large cast also including James Stewart, 
Debbie Reynolds, Gregory Peck, Henry 
Fonda and Lee J. Cobb.

‘Untold: 
Shooting 
Guards’

All times Eastern. Start times can vary based 
on cable/satellite provider. Confi rm times on 
your on-screen guide.

Last Bullet
Netfl ix  Original Film

This third and fi nal installment in the Lost 
Bullet French action thriller franchise is an 
explosive opus that fi nds Lino (Alban Lenoir) 
embarking on a relentless quest to fi nd and 
confront Areski (Nicolas Duvauchelle).

NASCAR: Full Speed
Netfl ix  Season Premiere

Season 2 of this high-octane sports docuse-
ries follows the tales of triumph and tenacity 
surrounding drivers on and off  the track 
during the 2024 NASCAR playoff s.

The Masked Singer
FOX, 8 p.m.  Season Finale

The Golden Mask Trophy is on the line and 
the winner is unmasked in the singing com-
petition’s two-hour Season 13 fi nale.

Chicago Med
NBC, 8 p.m.

In the new episode “The Invisible Hand,” the 

hospital faces a staffi  ng crisis as the nurses 

stage a sick-out; Archer (Steven Weber) and 

Frost (Darren Barnet) bet on who can dis-

charge their patients fi rst; and Charles’ (Ol-

iver Platt) distrust of a patient complicates 

his treatment.

Chicago Fire
NBC, 9 p.m.

In the new episode “Cut Me Open,” with the 

crew stretched thin, a performance effi  ciency 

expert evaluates Firehouse 51. Meanwhile, 

Kidd (Miranda Rae Mayo) and Severide (Tay-

lor Kinney) bond with the mother of the baby 

they hope to adopt.

The Amazing Race 
CBS, 9:30 p.m.

Racers travel to Strasbourg, France, where 

they go head-to-head in a water jousting 

match in the new episode “Up the River 

Without a Joust.”

Life or Death: 
The Negotiators
Nat Geo, 10 p.m.

In the new episode “Sydney Siege,” police 

negotiators step in to try to keep the peace 

when an armed couple holds 27 people 

at gunpoint, seeking the return of their 

3-month-old child.

Chicago P.D.
NBC, 10 p.m.

In the new episode “Black Ice,” Ruzek (Patrick 

John Flueger) witnesses a tragic accident on 

an icy bridge, leading Intelligence into a dark 

and sinister case involving sex traffi  cking.

Bugs That Rule the World
PBS, 10 p.m.  New Series

In this four-part global investigation into 

insects, exploring their diversity and their 

critical roles on the planet, scientists reveal 

the beauty of bugs, from pollinators to insect 

assassins to the tiny clean-up crews that pu-

rify the planet.

From the editors of 

TV Weekly and tvinsider.com

WEDNESDAY
May 7, 2025

Venom (2018, Action) Tom Hardy, 
Michelle Williams FX, 6 p.m. 

Gran Torino (2008, Drama) Clint 
Eastwood, Christopher Carley AMC, 
7 p.m. 

Proud Mary (2018, Action) Taraji P. 
Henson, Billy Brown VH1, 7 p.m. 

The Amazing Spider-Man 2 (2014, 
Action) Andrew Garfi eld, Emma 
Stone SYFY, 7 p.m. 

Creed III (2023, Drama) Michael 
B. Jordan, Tessa Thompson USA, 
8 p.m. 

Hats Off  to Love (2025, Ro-
mance-comedy) Ginna Claire Ma-
son, John Clarence Stewart Hall-
mark, 8 p.m. 

Insidious: The Red Door (2023, 
Horror) Patrick Wilson, Ty Simpkins 
FX, 8 p.m. 

Girls Trip (2017, Comedy) Regina 
Hall, Queen Latifah VH1, 9:30 p.m. 

Moneyball (2011, Drama) Brad Pitt, 
Jonah Hill AMC, 9:30 p.m. 

Jurassic World Dominion (2022, 
Action) Chris Pratt, Bryce Dallas 
Howard SYFY, 10 p.m. 

The Last Woman Who Lived Here
(2025, Suspense) Tamara Almeida, 
David Chinchilla LMN, 10 p.m. 

Mission: Impossible (1996, Ac-
tion) Tom Cruise, Jon Voight USA, 
10:30 p.m. 

The Fate of the Furious (2017, 
Action) Vin Diesel, Dwayne Johnson 
Paramount, 11 p.m. 

MOVIES 
YOU’LL LOVE

‘Creed III’

ELI ADE 

FOX 

‘The Masked Singer’ What 
to watch

Citizen Kane
TCM, 7:30 a.m.

Orson Welles’ 1941 classic is regularly at, or 
very near, the top of many people’s list of 
greatest movies of all time, and watching it 
again (or for the fi rst time) tonight, you will 
be reminded why. After more than 80 years, 
the stunningly original innovation that Welles 
put into the fi lm’s direction and camerawork, 
with the help of Oscar-nominated cinematog-
rapher Gregg Toland, helps it look like it could 
have been made in the modern era — it’s easy 
to forget it was produced in the early ’40s. 
It’s all the more impressive when you realize 
that Welles made this masterful, Best Picture 
Oscar-nominated fi lm when he was only in 
his mid 20s. Along with directing (for which 
he received an Oscar nomination), producing 
and cowriting Citizen Kane (with Herman J. 

CATCH A CLASSIC

RKO RADIO PICTURES 

Mankiewicz; the duo won the Oscar for 
Best Original Screenplay), Welles also 
stars in his Best Actor Oscar-nominated 
title role, a not-so-subtle dramatization of 
tycoon William Randolph Hearst. Welles 
leads an equally incredible cast that also 
includes Joseph Cotten, Dorothy Comin-
gore, Everett Sloane and more.
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CLOSE TO HOME John McPherson THE FAMILY CIRCUS Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY Mort & Greg Walker

THE BORN LOSER Art & Chip Sansom HAGAR THE HORRIBLE Chris Browne

PICKLES Brian Crane

SUDOKU INSTRUCTIONS: 
Each row, column and set of 3-by-3 
boxes must contain the numbers 1 
through 9 without repitition.

Going round in circles

TODAY’S ANSWER: Quirks

TODAY’S SUDOKU SOLU-

TION: 

TODAY’S WHATZIT SOLUTION: 

GARFIELD Jim Davis POOCH CAFE Paul Gilligan

BLONDIE Dean Young & John Marshall

ZITS Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott PEANUTS Charles M. Schulz

TODAY’S SOLUTION: 
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Twisted Sister

TODAY’S ANSWER: Pedometer

TODAY’S SUDOKU SOLU-
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TODAY’S WHATZIT SOLUTION: 
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BLONDIE Dean Young & John Marshall

ZITS Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott PEANUTS Charles M. Schulz
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Georgia Nurse Honor Guard 
recognized at state Capitol

Special Photo

In a historic ceremony at the Georgia State Capitol, 90 nurses representing the Georgia Nurse 
Honor Guard gathered to receive a special Commendation from Gov. Brian Kemp.

ATLANTA — In a historic 
ceremony at the Georgia State 
Capitol, 90 nurses represent-
ing the Georgia Nurse Honor 
Guard gathered to receive a 
special Commendation from 
Gov. Brian Kemp, officially 
recognizing their service and 
announcing May 12 — the 
birthday of Florence Night-
ingale — as Georgia Nurse 
Honor Guard Day across the 
state.

The Georgia Nurse Honor 
Guard, established in January 
2024, unites nurses from 14 
local chapters across Georgia 
to honor their colleagues at 
the end of life with the Night-
ingale Tribute and Final Call 
of Duty ceremonies reminis-
cent of military honors. The 
Nurse Honor Guard com-
prises licensed nurses who 
volunteer their time to serve 
and honor colleagues by per-
forming a solemn, moving 
tribute at funeral and memo-

rial services. Their ceremo-
nies reflect the deep respect 
and gratitude to nurses who 
dedicated their lives to the 
care of others.

The ceremony marked the 
first time in Georgia’s history 
that such a recognition has 
been bestowed upon the Nurse 
Honor Guard community at 
the state level. Kemp’s com-
mendation was presented to 
the assembled nurses, who 
stood as representatives of 
their chapters and the broader 
nursing community.

Georgia Nurse Honor Guard 
Coordinator Jennifer Heyer 
expressed gratitude on behalf 
of the Honor Guard members.

“Standing in the Capitol, 
receiving this commenda-
tion, affirms that our calling 
to honor our fallen colleagues 
is recognized and cherished 
by the people of Georgia,” 
Heyer said. “This commen-
dation is not just an honor for 
our organization but a trib-
ute to every nurse who has 
dedicated their life to caring 

for others. By declaring May 
12 as Georgia Nurse Honor 
Guard Day, we celebrate the 
compassion, unity, and rever-
ence that define our profes-
sion. We are deeply grateful 
to Gov. Kemp and the people 
of Georgia for recognizing the 
legacy and impact of nurses 
across our state.”

The Georgia Nurse Honor 
Guard plans to commemo-
rate Georgia Nurse Honor 
Guard Day each year with 
special ceremonies, remem-
brance services, and educa-
tional outreach to inspire the 
next generation of nurses and 
further honor those who have 
come before. As the organi-
zation continues to expand, 
its mission remains clear: to 
ensure every Georgia nurse 
is remembered with dignity 
and respect.

For more information 
about the Georgia Nurse 
Honor Guard or to request 
services, visit the https://
georgianursehonorguard.
com/.

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

WASHINGTON — 

Here’s a look at how Geor-
gia’s members of Congress 
voted over the previous 
week.

Along with roll call votes 
this week, the Senate also 
passed the Prison Staff 
Safety Enhancement Act (S. 
307) to address sexual 
harassment and sexual 
assault of Bureau of Prisons 
staff in prisons.

The House also passed 
the Hotel Fees Transparen-
cy Act (H.R. 1479) to pro-
hibit unfair and deceptive 
advertising of prices for 
hotel rooms and other plac-
es of short-term lodging; 
the Securing Semiconduc-
tor Supply Chains Act (H.R. 
2480) to require SelectUSA 
to coordinate with state-
level economic develop-
ment organizations to 
increase foreign direct 
investment in semiconduc-
tor-related manufacturing 
and production; and the 
Promoting Resilient Supply 
Chains Act (H.R. 2444) to 
establish a critical supply 
chain resiliency and crisis 
response program in the 
Commerce Department, 
and to secure American 
leadership in deploying 
emerging technologies.

HOUSE VOTES:

REGULATING LITHI-

UM BATTERIES: The 
House has passed the Set-
ting Consumer Standards 
for Lithium-Ion Batteries 
Act (H.R. 973) sponsored 
by Rep. Ritchie Torres, 
D-N.Y., to have the Con-
sumer Product Safety Com-
mission adopt a rule impos-
ing safety standards for 
lithium-ion batteries used 
in electric bikes, scooters, 
and other personal mobility 
products. Torres said: 
“Poorly manufactured lithi-
um-ion batteries often 
imported from China are 
hidden ticking time bombs 
waiting to detonate in 
American homes and neigh-
borhoods. The danger has 
become too great to ignore.” 
The vote, on April 28, was 
365 yeas to 42 nays.

YEAS: Loudermilk R-GA 
(11th), Bishop D-GA (2nd), 
Allen R-GA (12th), Scott, 
Austin R-GA (8th), Scott, 
David D-GA (13th), McBath 
D-GA (6th), Carter R-GA 
(1st), Jack R-GA (3rd), 
Johnson D-GA (4th), Wil-
liams D-GA (5th)

NAYS: Clyde R-GA (9th), 
Greene R-GA (14th), 
McCormick R-GA (7th), 
Collins R-GA (10th)

ENTERTAINMENT 

TICKET FEES: The House 
has passed the Transpar-
ency In Charges for Key 
Events Ticketing Act (H.R. 
1402) sponsored by Rep. 
Gus M. Bilirakis, R-Fla., to 
require sellers of tickets to 
sports, concerts, and other 
entertainment events to 
clearly show detailed ticket 
prices to would-be purchas-
ers. Bilirakis said: “This leg-
islation is about empower-
ing consumers and ensur-
ing fans can enjoy live 
events by improving ticket 
price transparency.” The 
vote, on April 29, was 409 
yeas to 15 nays.

YEAS: Entire Georgia del-
egation

PRODUCTS WITH 

SODIUM NITRITE: The 
House has passed the Youth 
Poisoning Protection Act 
(H.R. 1442) sponsored by 
Rep. Lori Trahan, D-Mass., 
to ban the sale to consum-
ers of products whose 
weight is 10% or more sodi-
um nitrite. Trahan said: 
“This bill is focused and 
reasonable. It targets bad 
actors who are exploiting a 
loophole to profit off trage-
dy, and it does so without 
burdening responsible busi-
nesses.” The vote, on April 
29, was 378 yeas to 42 nays.

NAYS: Loudermilk R-GA 
(11th), Clyde R

-GA (9th), Greene R-GA 
(14th), McCormick R-GA 
(7th), Collins R-GA (10th)

YEAS: Bishop D-GA 
(2nd), Allen R-GA (12th), 
Scott, Austin R-GA (8th), 
Scott, David D-GA (13th), 
McBath D-GA (6th), Carter 
R-GA (1st), Jack R-GA 
(3rd), Johnson D-GA (4th), 
Williams D-GA (5th)

I N T E R N E T - C O N -

NECTED APPLIANCES: 

The House has passed the 
Informing Consumers 
about Smart Devices Act 
(H.R. 859) sponsored by 
Rep. Russ Fulcher, R-Ida-
ho, to require manufactur-
ers of Internet-connected 
products to inform shop-
pers that the products have 
a camera or microphone. 
Fulcher said of the need for 
consumer awareness: “Our 
stoves or refrigerators 
shouldn’t be secretly record-
ing conversations in our 
homes. Such information 
could be accessed by a hack-
er or nefarious third party.” 
The vote, on April 29, was 
415 yeas to 9 nays.

YEAS: Entire Georgia del-

egation

GLEN CANYON REC-

REATION: The House has 
passed a resolution (H.J. 
Res. 60) sponsored by Rep. 
Celeste Maloy, R-Utah, to 
disapprove of and void a 
National Park Service rule, 
issued this January, restrict-
ing the use of motor vehi-
cles in the Glen Canyon 
National Recreation Area in 
Arizona and Utah. Maloy 
said that by cancelling the 
rule, “We can ensure that 
Glen Canyon remains a 
place of freedom, adven-
ture, and opportunity for 
generations to come and 
isn’t a hindrance to the local 
economies.” A resolution 
opponent, Rep. Jared Huff-
man, D-Calif., said the rule 
appropriately “balances vis-
itor use and access with the 
long-term stewardship and 
management of park 
resources.” The vote, on 
April 29, was 219 yeas to 
205 nays.

YEAS: Loudermilk R-GA 
(11th), Allen R-GA (12th), 
Scott, Austin R-GA (8th), 
Clyde R-GA (9th), Greene 
R-GA (14th), Carter R-GA 
(1st), Jack R-GA (3rd), 
McCormick R-GA (7th), 
Collins R-GA (10th)

NAYS: Bishop D-GA 
(2nd), Scott, David D-

GA (13th), McBath D-GA 
(6th), Johnson D-GA (4th), 
Williams D-GA (5th)

CALIFORNIA VEHI-

CLE EMISSIONS REG-

ULATIONS: The House 
has passed a resolution 
(H.J. Res. 87) sponsored by 
Rep. John James, R-Mich., 
to disapprove of and void an 
Environmental Protection 
Agency notice granting the 
California Air Resources 
Board a waiver allowing 
that state to impose various 
emissions standards on 
motor vehicles. James said 
a waiver “allows California 
to ram its comply-or-die, 
zero-emission truck rule 
down the throat of the 
American trucking indus-
try, essentially gutting the 
trucking industry all across 
Michigan and across the 
country.” A resolution 
opponent, Rep. Luz M. 
Rivas, D-Calif., said: “Strong 
vehicle standards protect 
Americans from expensive 
and volatile fossil fuels and 
accelerate the adoption of 
cleaner vehicle technologies 
to help us compete global-
ly.” The vote, on April 30, 
was 231 yeas to 191 nays.

YEAS: Loudermilk R-GA 
(11th), Bishop D-GA (2nd), 
Allen R-GA (12th), Scott, 
Austin R-GA (8th), Clyde 
R-GA (9th), Greene R-GA 

(14th), Carter R-GA (1st), 
Jack R-GA (3rd), McCor-
mick R-GA (7th), Collins 
R-GA (10th)

NAYS: Scott, David D-GA 
(13th), McBath D-GA (6th), 
Johnson D-GA (4th), Wil-
liams D-GA (5th)

VEHICLE NITROGEN 

OXIDE EMISSIONS: 
The House has passed a 
resolution (H.J. Res. 89) 
sponsored by Rep. Jay 
Obernolte, R-Calif., to dis-
approve of and void an 
Environmental Protection 
Agency rule issued this Jan-
uary that granted the Cali-
fornia Air Resources Board 
a waiver allowing the state 
to regulate vehicle nitrogen 
oxide (NOx) emissions.  The 
vote, on April 30, was 225 
yeas to 196 nays.

YEAS: Loudermilk R-GA 
(11th), Bishop D-GA (2nd), 
Allen R-GA (12th), Scott, 
Austin R-GA (8th), Clyde 
R-GA (9th), Greene R-GA 
(14th), Carter R-GA (1st), 
Jack R-GA (3rd), McCor-
mick R-GA (7th)

NAYS: Scott, David D-GA 
(13th), McBath D-GA (6th), 
Johnson D-GA (4th), Wil-
liams D-GA (5th)

NOT VOTING: Collins 
R-GA (10th)

STATUS OF LONGFIN 

SMELT: The House has 
passed a resolution (H.J. 
Res. 78) sponsored by Rep. 
Doug LaMalfa, R-Calif., to 
disapprove of and void a 
2024 U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service rule that listed the 
San Francisco Bay variety of 
the longfin smelt fish as an 
endangered species. The 
vote, on May 1, was 216 yeas 
to 195 nays.

YEAS: Loudermilk R-GA 
(11th), Allen R-GA (12th), 
Scott, Austin R-GA (8th), 
Clyde R-GA (9th), Greene 
R-GA (14th), Carter R-GA 
(1st), Jack R-GA (3rd), 
McCormick R-GA (7th), 
Collins R-GA (10th)

NAYS: Bishop D-GA 
(2nd), Scott, David D-GA 
(13th), McBath D-GA (6th), 
Johnson D-GA (4th), Wil-
liams D-GA (5th)

CALIFORNIA CLEAN 

CARS WAIVER: The 
House has passed a resolu-
tion (H.J. Res. 88) spon-
sored by Rep. John Joyce, 
R-Pa., to disapprove of and 
void an Environmental Pro-
tection Agency notice issued 
this January that granted 
the California Air Resources 
Board a waiver in order to 
allow the state’s Advanced 
Clean Cars II regulatory 

plan. The vote, on May 1, 
was 246 yeas to 164 nays.

YEAS: Loudermilk R-GA 
(11th), Bishop D-GA (2nd), 
Allen R-GA (12th), Scott, 
Austin R-GA (8th), Clyde 
R-GA (9th), Greene R-GA 
(14th), Carter R-GA (1st), 
Jack R-GA (3rd), McCor-
mick R-GA (7th), Collins 
R-GA (10th)

NAYS: Scott, David D-GA 
(13th), McBath D-GA (6th), 
Johnson D-GA (4th), Wil-
liams D-GA (5th)

SENATE VOTES:

CHINA AMBASSA-

DOR: The Senate has con-
firmed the nomination of 
David Perdue to be Ambas-
sador to China. Perdue was 
a senator from Georgia 
from early 2015 to early 
2021; otherwise, he has 
been in private business, 
including as a senior execu-
tive at Reebok and Dollar 
General. The vote, on April 
29, was 67 yeas to 29 nays.

NAYS: Ossoff D-GA, War-
nock D-GA

U.K. AMBASSADOR: 

The Senate has confirmed 
the nomination of Warren 
Stephens to be Ambassador 
to the United Kingdom. Ste-
phens is chairman of the 
Stephens investment bank, 
and a leading philanthro-
pist in Arkansas. The vote, 
on April 29, was 59 yeas to 
39 nays.

NAYS: Ossoff D-GA, War-
nock D-GA

TURKEY AMBASSA-

DOR: The Senate has con-
firmed the nomination of 
Thomas Barrack to be 
Ambassador to Turkey. 
Barrack was the founder 
and CEO of the private 
equity Colony Capital (since 
renamed as Digital Bridge) 
real estate firm, and was an 
Interior Department official 
early in the Reagan admin-
istration. The vote, on April 
29, was 60 yeas to 36 nays.

NAYS: Ossoff D-GA, War-
nock D-GA

ITALY AMBASSA-

DOR: The Senate has con-
firmed the nomination of 
Tilman Fertitta to be 
Ambassador to Italy, and to 
concurrently be Ambassa-
dor to San Marino. Fertitta 
is primary owner of the 
Landry’s hospitality com-
pany, the Houston Rockets 
basketball franchise, and 
Golden Nugget Hotel and 
Casinos. The vote, on April 
29, was 83 yeas to 14 nays.

YEAS: Ossoff D-GA, War-
nock D-GA

APPLIANCE ENERGY 

STANDARDS: The Senate 
has passed a resolution 
(H.J. Res. 42) sponsored by 
Rep. Andrew S. Clyde, 
R-Ga., to disapprove of and 
void an Energy Department 
rule issued last October that 
tightened energy efficiency 
requirements for consumer 
appliances such as washing 
machines, and industrial 
climate controls. The vote, 
on April 30, was 52 yeas to 
46 nays.

NAYS: Ossoff D-GA, War-
nock D-GA

TARIFFS EMERGEN-

CY DECLARATION: The 
Senate has rejected a reso-
lution (S.J. Res. 49), spon-
sored by Sen. Ron Wyden, 
D-Ore., that would have 
voided President Trump’s 
declaration a month ago of 
an emergency that involved 
imposing a base 10% tariff 
on imports into the U.S., 
with additional tariffs 
imposed for numerous spe-
cific countries. Wyden said 
the Senate “cannot be an 
idle spectator in the tariff 
madness. The Congress has 
the power to set tariffs and 
regulate global trade.” The 
vote, on April 30, was 49 
yeas to 49 nays. A subse-
quent motion to reconsider 
the resolution was tabled by 
a 50 yeas to 49 nays vote, 
with Vice President Vance 
as the 50th yea.

YEAS: Ossoff D-GA, War-
nock D-GA

REGULATING COM-

MERCIAL REFRIGER-

ATORS: The Senate has 
passed a resolution (H.J. 
Res. 75) sponsored by Rep. 
Craig Goldman, R-Texas, 
that would nullify and void 
an Energy Department rule 
issued this January that set 
out energy efficiency stan-
dards for commercial refrig-
eration products. The vote, 
on May 1, was 52 yeas to 45 
nays.

NAYS: Ossoff D-GA, War-
nock D-GA

REGULATING AIR POL-
LUTANTS: The Senate has 
passed a resolution (S.J. 
Res. 31) sponsored by Sen. 
John R. Curtis, R-Utah, that 
would disapprove of and 
void an Environmental Pro-
tection Agency rule regard-
ing emitters of persistent, 
bioaccumulative hazardous 
air pollutants. The vote, on 
May 1, was 52 yeas to 46 
nays.

NAYS: Ossoff D-GA, War-
nock D-GA

Congress Votes
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FORT VALLEY — Several Albany-area ath-
letes secured their place at next week’s GHSA 
Class 3A Track and Field State Championships 
after strong performances Saturday at the sec-
tional meet in Fort Valley, while Lee County 
athletes competed in a separate Class 5A sec-
tional in Villa Rica.

The meet, which determined who would ad-
vance to the May 9-10 state championships at 
Hugh Mills Stadium in Albany, featured com-
petitors from all three Albany high schools 
— Dougherty, Monroe, and Westover — with 
each school sending multiple athletes through 
to the next round.

Monroe High’s girls team produced some of 
the day’s most dominant performances. Senior 
Marianna Wright continued her standout sea-
son by winning both the 400-meter dash and 
the 300-meter hurdles. Teammate Madison 
Goddard also claimed a victory, finishing first 
in the 800-meter run, while Kaitlyn Williams 
earned second place in the 200-meter dash. 
Monroe’s Kie’Aundria Acree added a seventh-
place finish in the triple jump.

Westover’s Sydney Donaldson took second 
in the high jump and sixth in the 100-meter 
dash, while Janiyah Winslow placed fourth 
in the discus. Dougherty’s Grace Smith quali-
fied for state with a seventh-place showing in 
the shot put.

On the boys’ side, Westover’s Jaylan McCloud 
led the local contingent with a first-place fin-
ish in the long jump. He also placed fifth in 
the 400-meter dash and seventh in the 200. 
Joseph Ingram added to Westover’s total with 
a fourth-place finish in the discus.

Monroe’s Sedrick Roundtree finished third 
in the 800-meter run, while Dougherty’s Za-
terious Griffin placed sixth in the same event.

Dougherty’s hurdle standout Zeterria Kegler 
advanced in both events, finishing sixth in the 
110-meter hurdles and fourth in the 300-meter 
hurdles. Teammate Jaquavus Hallman placed 
fifth in the triple jump.

In relay events, all three Albany schools saw 
their boys’ 4x400 teams qualify, with Monroe 
placing third, Dougherty fifth, and Westover 
seventh. Dougherty and Westover also quali-
fied in the 4x100, placing sixth and eighth, 

sports albanyherald.com
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MACON — Albany State outlasted 
Savannah State 14-12 in a tense, back-
and-forth championship game Sunday 
to win the SIAC Baseball Tournament 
and punch its ticket to the NCAA Divi-
sion II postseason.

With the Golden Rams clinging to a two-
run lead in the ninth, the drama peaked 
when Savannah State’s leadoff batter sin-
gled, putting the tying run at the plate. 
But Landon Kiefer came through in the 
clutch, retiring three straight batters to 
secure the title at Luther Williams Field.

“We started playing team baseball, 
and it’s amazing what happens when 
you play as a team,” Albany State Head 
Coach Scot Hemmings said. “The word 
that comes to mind that I told our team 
is we finally got over the hump, and I’m 
just super proud of this senior class who 
has been through a lot with me. They 
finally got to do the dog pile that we’ve 
talked so much about.”

As Hemmings noted, it was a true team 

effort. The Golden Rams produced 14 
hits, and Hemmings used six pitchers 
as Savannah State continued to rally 
each time Albany State looked poised 
to pull away.

A unique local connection also played a 
key role. Former Terrell Academy team-
mates Quindon Wright and Luke Addison 
helped swing the momentum in the sixth 
inning. Wright pitched a strong top half, 
and in the bottom half, Addison crushed 
a two-run homer to break a 7-7 tie and 
give Albany State the lead for good.

The Golden Rams had jumped out to 
a 5-0 lead after scoring three runs in the 
third inning, but by the sixth, Savannah 
State had tied the game at 7-7. Albany 
State responded with a seven-run bottom 
of the sixth to regain control, though the 
Tigers battled back to cut the deficit to 
two runs heading into the final frame.

Kiefer, typically a starting pitcher who 
won Game Two of the tournament on the 
mound, entered in the eighth and shut 
down the Tiger offense the rest of the way.

Addison and Matt Delay each drove 
in three runs on three hits. Tyler Turn-

er added three RBIs with two hits, while 
Austin Roberts knocked in two runs on 
two hits.

Hemmings said the Golden Rams’ tour-
nament success was shaped by adversity 
earlier in the season.

“It basically boiled down to, in the mid-
dle of the year, we were at a crossroads 
with our team,” he said. “We weren’t 
playing good baseball. I felt like we were 
doing some selfish things. But about 
three weeks ago, we started playing team 
baseball, and it’s amazing what happens 
when you play as a team.”

Now, the team has reached its goal: a 
berth in the NCAA Division II Regional.

“We are extremely excited about going 
to a national regional,” Hemmings said. 
“And we’re just really appreciative of all 
the fan support that we got from Albany 
— everywhere from our players’ parents 
to our athletic director, administration 
at Albany State, to the local newspaper 
and the local television station. It was an 
amazing atmosphere and an awesome 
environment for our guys.”

SIAC CHAMPIONS!

Photo provided

The Albany State Golden Rams celebrate a�er winning the SIAC Championship over Savannah State 14-12 Sunday at Luther 
Williams Field in Macon. The Golden Rams went through the tournament unbeaten, beating Miles College, Spring Hill College, 
and then Savannah State twice in a row. Find additional game photos at AlbanyHerald.com.

By Joe Whitfield
Sports Editor

By Joe Whitfield
Sports Editor

Deerfield-Windsor’s comeback falls 
just short in last regular season game

ALBANY - The Deerfield-Wind-
sor Knights scored six runs in 
the bottom of the seventh inning 
Friday evening but fell just short 
of a comeback win, losing 9-7 to 
Citizens Christian Academy on 
Addison Field.

Citizens’ right-hander Blake 
Bryant and the Patriots domi-
nated the first six innings of the 
game. Bryant gave up just four 
hits in six innings of work and 
struck out eight batters, includ-
ing striking out the side twice. The 
Patriots also turned two double 
plays that kept the Knights from 
building a rally.

Deerfield-Windsor had just one 
run heading into the bottom of 
the seventh - an RBI single from 
Lane Sceals. However, the Pa-
triots changed pitchers and the 
Knights woke up. 

Grier Morey opened the seventh 
with a walk and Quinton Peter-
son lined a single to right. One 
out later, Drake Wiggins walked 
to load the bases and Boyd Pol-
lock walked to score the second 
run for the Knights.

Gabe Daniel followed and lined 
a bullet to deep right field, clearing 
the bases and putting the score at 
9-5. Lan Wiggins then scored Dan-
iel with a line drive to right before 
Collins Clark doubled to left, put-
ting runners at second and third. 

Gage Tomlinson then singled to 
center, adding two more runs. A 
fly out and a fielder’s choice ended 
Deerfield-Windsor’s comeback.

Clark opened the game on the 
mound for the Knights and pitched 
five innings. The sophomore south-
paw gave up five hits and five 
runs, but just one was earned. He 
walked five and struck out seven. 

Colton Marshall pitched the 
sixth inning, and West Rushton 
pitched the seventh.

The loss ends the Deerfield-
Windsor regular season with a 15-
8-1 record. As of Monday morn-
ing, the Knights were ranked No. 
5 in the GIAA Class AAA poll but 
playoff information was not yet 
available.

By Joe Whitfield
Sports Editor

By Joe Whitfield

Deerfield-Windsor catcher Lan Wiggins, le�, hands the ball to relief pitcher Colton 
Marshall during the sixth inning of Friday’s game in Albany. The Knights put together 
a comeback against the Patriots but came up just short, losing 9-7.

By Joe Whitfield

Terrell Academy team members greet Tucker Leanza (27) to celebrate 
his second home run of the game on Thursday against Westwood. 
Westwood’s 12-hit attack helped the Wildcats beat the Eagles, 14-5.

DAWSON — Terrell Academy 
senior Tucker Leanza blasted two 
home runs Thursday, but it wasn’t 
enough to slow down a red-hot 
Westwood lineup that tallied 12 
hits off four different Eagle pitchers 
in a 14-5 win at Terrell Academy.

“We got out-hit and outplayed 
today,” said Terrell Academy head 
coach Ashley Walker. “It’s not a 
secret — just wasn’t a good day 
for the Eagles.”

Westwood wasted no time taking 
control, scoring three runs in the 
top of the first, highlighted by a 
two-run homer from senior catcher 
Sam Summerlin. The Eagles an-

swered with a solo home run from 
Leanza over the left-field fence in 
the bottom of the second, but the 
Wildcats responded with three 
more runs in the third, forcing 
starter Kyle Hall off the mound.

Brody Cowart entered in relief 
and stopped the bleeding, but 
Westwood added two more runs 
in the fifth. Jack Hampson then 
took over on the mound for Ter-
rell Academy.

Leanza led off the bottom of the 
sixth with his second home run of 
the game, giving the Eagles hope 
for a late rally. Trailing 8-5 enter-
ing the seventh, Terrell Academy 
saw the game slip further out of 
reach when the Wildcats tagged 
Hampson for five runs. Landon 

Rogers was called in to finish the 

game on the mound.

Westwood’s Liam Rogers earned 

the win, pitching six innings while 

allowing eight hits, five earned 

runs, three walks, and recording 

six strikeouts. Kaden Gunn closed 

the door with a perfect seventh 

inning.

Summerlin and Gunn led West-

wood at the plate with three hits 

apiece, while Cade Swilley and 

Noah Sherman added two hits each.

The Eagles are ranked No. 11 

in the current MaxPreps polls 

and will likely travel to Piedmont 

Academy for the first round of the 

state baseball playoffs.

Leanza homers twice in loss to Westwood
By Joe Whitfield
Sports Editor

Local track and 
field athletes 
advance in 
GHSA playoffs

See TRACK, 10A

Albany State wins conference tournament in Macon to advance to NCAA regionals
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respectively.
All four of Monroe’s girls relay teams 

advanced. The 4x100 team finished 
sixth, while the 4x200 and 4x400 
squads each took second. The 4x800 
relay team placed sixth.

In Villa Rica, Lee County’s Ja’Mari 
Arnold qualified for state with a fourth-
place finish in the long jump. Trey 
Felton finished fifth in the discus, 
and Jayden Daniels placed fifth in 
the shot put.

Lee County’s girls were led by Jade 
Cintron, who placed seventh in both 
the 100- and 200-meter dashes. The 
Lady Trojans’ 4x400 relay team fin-
ished third, and the 4x800 team 
came in fifth.

The top eight finishers in each event 
advanced to next week’s state cham-
pionship meet in Albany.

Braves manage to avoid escape sweep against
Dodgers; Riley homers twice in 4-3 Atlanta victory

Austin Riley hit a pair of two-run home 
runs and the Atlanta Braves hung on to 
beat the visiting Los Angeles Dodgers 
4-3 on Sunday and avoid a three-game 
sweep.

The victory was Atlanta’s first in six 
games against the Dodgers this season 
and ended LA’s seven-game winning 
streak.

It was the eighth multi-homer game 
of Riley’s career. He hit a pair in an 8-4 
road victory against the Toronto Blue 
Jays on April 14. The third baseman has 
a club-best eight homers.

Atlanta starter Bryce Elder (2-1) posted 
his third straight solid outing. The right-
hander pitched five innings and left af-
ter allowing a walk and hit to open the 
sixth. He allowed two runs on four hits, 
two walks and six strikeouts in the game.

Daysbel Hernandez threw 1 1/3 score-
less innings of relief and Raisel Iglesias 
struck out the side in the ninth to earn 
his sixth save.

Iglesias allowed a leadoff infield sin-

gle to Andy Pages and pinch runner Hy-
eseong Kim reached third base with one 
out, but Miguel Rojas and Austin Barnes 
struck out to end the game.

Dodgers starter Dustin May (1-2) worked 
5 2/3 innings and allowed four runs on 
five hits, two walks and six strikeouts. He 
surrendered both of Riley’s home runs.

Riley gave the Braves an early 4-0 lead 
with the longball. His first homer came 
in the opening inning after Alex Verdu-
go drew a leadoff walk. Riley slammed a 
sweeper 426 feet into the left field stands.

Riley’s second homer came in the third 
inning after Verdugo’s leadoff single. He 
connected with another sweeper for a 
416-foot homer to center field.

The Dodgers scored once in the fourth 
on Max Muncy’s RBI double into the 
right field corner, then added another 
in the sixth on Muncy’s infield grounder.

Los Angeles cut the lead to 3-2 with a 
run in the seventh on a pinch-hit hom-
er by Rojas, his first, against reliever 
Dylan Lee.

Field Level Media
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From 9A

It’s inevitable that we get older.  There 
comes a time when we no longer age in 
years, but in minutes.  Seconds, even.  

One day we all reach the age that we 
can practically hear the clock ticking in-
side our chests.  

I’m not speculating here.  I’m speaking 
from experience.

Tick … tick … tick …
That being said, let’s get on with this 

while I still have time.    
I wanted to talk about some of the things 

that I used to enjoy without the risk of 
spraining a muscle or breaking a bone.

Things that were once … fun!    
And now have become things I’ve left 

behind.  They weren’t fun anymore, main-
ly because my body lost the capacity to 
tolerate them, for one reason or another.

Therefore, we had to go our separate 
ways.  

Bowling.  My parents were avid bowl-
ers, and therefore my sister and I became 
avid bowlers – although in my case not 
by choice.  While I never bowled a per-
fect game, I could always knock down a 
pin or two.  In fact I was on the Univer-
sity of Florida’s bowling team my sopho-
more year in college.  I never got a varsity 

letter, though, probably because bowling 
isn’t considered a sport. 

Over time I got bored with knocking 
down the exact same pins that were always 
in the exact same spot on alleys that you 
couldn’t tell one from the other.  I asked 
myself ‘what’s the point?’   Ask yourself 
that question and what do you hear?  Ex-
actly: crickets.  

Golf.  There had never been a golfer in 
our family, so I was the first.  I started 
golfing when we  were stationed on Oahu, 
so I grew up playing on some really nice 
courses.  I made the high school golf team 
– made All-City as a junior, in fact – but 
was booted off the team my senior year 
because the coach and I couldn’t come to 
an agreement on the length of my hair.  
I tried out for the University of Florida 
golf team my sophomore year in college.  
Unfortunately, despite playing some of 
the best golf of my life, I didn’t make the 
team.  Some hack named Andy Bean took 
my spot before heading off to the PGA 
tour where he won a tournament or two 
(OK, so it was 11).  

As I got older and my muscles began to 
lose the elasticity that only comes with 
youth, my backswing got shorter and 
shorter as well.   So did the length of my 
shots – and my patience – so I stuffed my 
clubs in a closet.

Besides, there are three things you can 
count on playing golf: (1) it won’t be cheap, 
(2) it takes too long, and (3) every time 
you hit the ball there are an infinite num-
ber of things that can go wrong and only 
one thing that can go right, so the odds 
are not in your favor. 

Running.   About a year after Cindy 
and I were married, she noted I was fat 
and suggested I might like to run a mile 
or two.  So that’s exactly what I did, every 
single day for the next 45 years.  

But after putting more miles on my legs 
than most people put on their cars, my 
body strongly hinted that I should con-
sider another form of exercise.    

RIP, running.  11/30/78 – 12/31/23.  
Dairy.  Speaking of bodies, they do 

strange things as age.  They develop al-
lergies, lose hearing and/or sight, come 
down with arthritis, or in extreme cases, 
get cancer.  

As for me – at this point, anyway - my 
body became intolerant of lactose.  The 
worst offender was milk, now known as 
public enemy #1.  

That meant I had to give up an entire 
food group.  And that meant no more ce-
real except for Frosted Flakes, which I eat 
right out of the box like everyone else.  

As for my favorite dessert, I now eat 
ice cream about as often as you or I win 

the lottery.  
***

So what fun things have taken the place 
of bowling, golf, running, and dairy in 
my life?    

You’ll find out next week.
And if you’ve been around for a while 

– like me - I don’t think you’ll want to 
miss it.

Field Level Media

Braves’ slugger Austin Riley hit two home runs to help Atlanta beat the Dodgers for the first 
time in six tries this season and avoid a three-game sweep on their home field.

Worth County 
swept by No. 2 Jeff 
Davis to end year

HAZELHURST - The No. 

2-ranked Jeff Davis Yellow 

Jackets showed why they 

are ranked number two Fri-

day when they swept Worth 

County and ended the Rams’ 

baseball season in the Sweet 

16 of the GHSA baseball play-

offs. The Yellow Jackets took 

game one 8-1 and finished off 

the Rams in Game Two, 14-5.

Both games were close in 

the early going, but the Yel-

low Jackets got big innings 

later to pull away. In the first 

game, Jeff Davis led just 1-0 

heading into the bottom of 

the fourth before scoring four 

runs in the fourth and three 

more in the sixth.

The two teams were tied 

2-2 in the fourth inning be-

fore the Yellow Jackets pulled 

away with three runs in the 

fourth, four runs in the fifth, 

three in the sixth, and two 

in the seventh.

“You can’t take anything 

away from Jeff Davis,” Worth 

County Head Coach Will Smith 

said. “They are the number 

one team int he state for a 

reason. But we had our chanc-

es. I think four innings in a 

row, we had runners in scor-

ing position and just could 

not get the hit we needed. 

“We hit the ball well,” Smith 

continued. “But we hit the 

ball and they made the plays, 

and then when they hit the 

ball, they didn’t hit right at 

us. Jeff Davis supporters told 

me that was the best their 

team had hit all season.”

Caden Emerson took the 

loss on the mound for Worth 

County in game one and Av-

ery Kilcrease suffered the 

loss in game two.

Luke Rogers smacked three 

hits in game two, but the Yel-

low Jackets outhit the Rams 

18-6 in game two and 9-4 in 

game one.

The loss ends the season 

for Worth County and the 

Rams will lose four seniors 

from the 22-11 season. Ca-

den Emerson, Drake Jones, 

Logan Fox, and Grant Juster 

will graduate later this month.

“We will have some big holes 

to fill,” Smith said. “These 

seniors have played a lot of 

games and made a big differ-

ence for this team. We’ve got 

some younger players that 

can play, I just hope they will 

work in the off season and be 

ready for their chance when 

the time comes.”

Jeff Davis (30-4) will now 

move on to the Elite Eight 

against Model. The Rams’ 

season ends with a 22-11 

record.

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

Liam Elliot’s discus gold highlights 
Deerfield-Windsor’s grit at state meet

Moving the Chains: Aging, Part 1 – Out with the old

LOCUST GROVE — Deer-
field-Windsor senior Liam 
Elliot captured a state cham-
pionship in the boys’ discus 
this weekend, and teammate 
Benson Bridges earned a sil-
ver medal in the boys’ pole 
vault at Strong Rock Chris-
tian School south of Atlanta. 
But the Knights’ hopes for a 
team title were dashed ear-
lier in the week when senior 
Mason Johnson suffered an 
injury during a soccer game.

Johnson, who won three 
events at the region champi-

onship in April, was expect-
ed to be a top contender at 
state in the triple jump, long 
jump, and 300-meter hur-
dles. He won the state title 
in the 300-meter hurdles as 
a sophomore.

“We would have easily fin-
ished second with Mason,” 
said Deerfield-Windsor head 
coach Jake Clawson. “But 
without him, we only took 
one first-place win.”

That lone victory came from 
Elliot, whose winning discus 
throw of 142 feet, 4 inches was 
nearly 10 feet farther than his 
region-winning mark of 132-8.

Bridges cleared 12 feet in the 

pole vault to take second place 
— six inches higher than his 
region performance of 11-6.

Other top performanc-
es for the Knights 

included:
-Ben Everett, eighth place 

in the 110-meter hurdles

-Whatley Fountain, sev-
enth in the 800-meter run, 
fifth in the 1600, and third 
in the 3200

-Ethan Newsome, sixth in 
the 3200 and tenth in the 1600

-The boys’ 4x800 relay team 

of Jack Moore, Mangham 
Pippin, Ethan Newsome, and 
Whatley Fountain finished 
second and set a school re-
cord, with a time of 8:21 - 25 
seconds faster than when the 
same boys won the region 
in April.

-The 4x400 relay team fin-
ished eighth.

On the girls’ side, Ella Bridg-
es finished fifth in the pole 
vault, Ginna Davis placed 
fifth in the high jump, and 
the 4x800 relay team took 
seventh.

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

By Scott Ludwig
MagicLudwig1@gmail.com

By Joe Whitfield

Monroe senior Marianna Wright won the 300-meter hurdles and the 400-meter 
dash, plus helped Monroe finish second in two relay races Saturday at the Class 
AAA sectionals at Peach County High School in Fort Valley. Wright will now 
prepare for her final high school track meet next week in Albany at Hugh Mills 
Stadium which hosts the GHSA Class AAA state championships.

Scott Ludwig
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Stockbridge junior receives 
state Poet Laureate’s Prize

ATLANTA – Georgia Poet 
Laureate Chelsea Rathburn, in 
partnership with the Georgia 
Council for the Arts, has an-
nounced the winner and finalists 
of the 12th annual Poet Laure-
ate’s Prize. The prize is awarded 
for an original poem written by 
a Georgia high school student.

The program encourages stu-
dents in grades 9-12 to write origi-
nal poems and engage in the art 
form of poetry, in turn building 
creative communications skills 
and self-confidence. More than 
260 students submitted poems 
for the 2024-2025 school year, 
with 105 high schools participat-
ing from all corners of the state.

The students’ grade levels not-
ed below reflect the 2024-2025 
school year.
2025 WINNER POET LAU-
REATE’S PRIZE

Jada Michelle Ellis – “Father-
less Echoes” Grade 11, Wood-
land High School; Stockbridge, 
Henry County
2025 FINALISTS POET LAU-
REATE’S PRIZE

Jaiden Geolingo – “Dino Be-
fore Impact” Grade 10, Howard 
High School; Macon, Bibb County

Max Lee – “Savannah, Georgia 
(+Other Bolted Places)” Grade 
12, Gwinnett School of Mathe-
matics, Science, and Technology; 
Lawrenceville, Gwinnett County

Rachel Li – “love poem in 
haiku form” Grade 11, North 
Oconee High School; Watkins-
ville, Oconee County

Liora Yustein – “Firelight Lul-
laby” Grade 11, Decatur High 
School; Decatur, DeKalb County

“Each spring, I have the diffi-
cult pleasure of reading entries 
submitted from students across 
the state – difficult only because 
it’s hard to choose a winner and 
finalists,” Rathburn said. “Dis-
covering so many powerful and 
surprising poems, ranging in 
subject from history and fam-
ily to the extinction of the dino-
saurs, I’m certain that the future 
of poetry in Georgia is bright.”

Through a partnership with 
Atlanta Magazine, all winning 
and finalist poems are featured 
on its website. All of the 2025 
finalists were invited to partici-

pate in a private poetry reading 
at the State Capitol and to re-
ceive a commemorative photo 
with Gov. Brian Kemp and First 
Lady Marty Kemp in honor of 
their achievement.

“Fostering healthy, creative 
self-expression and engaging 
young people in the arts as a fun-
damental part of a well-round-
ed education is a key focus of 
our mission at Georgia Coun-
cil for the Arts, and the Georgia 
Poet Laureate’s Prize has been 
a meaningful and exciting part 
of that work for over a decade,” 
Georgia Council for the Arts 

Executive Director Tina Lilly 
said. “We are consistently im-
pressed by the imagination and 
talent shown by students across 
Georgia, and we’re thankful to 
the educators who supported 
and motivated them through 
this year’s contest.”

All Georgia high school stu-
dents are encouraged to par-
ticipate in this annual compe-
tition. Details about the 2026 
competition will be available 
on the Georgia Council for the 
Arts website in fall 2025. The 
annual submission deadline is 
at the beginning of spring.

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com
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0Hugh Cowart Cunningham

Hugh Cowart Cunningham 

of Albany, Ga passed away 

peacefully at Willson Hospice 

House on April 11, 2025.

Hugh was born May 18th 

1931 in Arlington Georgia, son 

of Lewis Oree Cunningham and 

Rachel Cowart Cunningham. 

He was the youngest of three 

children, with two older sisters 

Rachel Cunningham Askew 

and Angeline Cunningham Ste-

vens. He learned to hunt and 

play sports in a colorful small 

southern town that was the 

basis of so many of his stories 

that �lled our lives with laughter 

and cherished memories. His 

family life was well documented 

in the detailed stories we heard 

(and recorded) many times 

throughout his life. Hugh loved 

Diane, his wife of 68 years from 

the moment they met on Day-

tona Beach. He was a hand-

some young dentist vacationing 

with his buddies when their 

romance began and was con-

tinued over the following years 

through written love letters 

and a few long-distance visits.  

Hugh and Diane married after 

she graduated from college 

and moved to Albany where 

he practiced as an orthodontist 

until the late 1980s. He cared 

for her throughout the years as 

a loving husband and father of 

four children.  

Hugh was a man of many 

talents and interests - he was 

called “The Renaissance Man” 

by his friends and family.

He loved sailing, gardening, 

gourmet cooking, and after 

retirement, woodworking.  He 

was a master of it all, as he 

researched and read every-

thing, he could to perfect his 

longest avocation.

He is survived by his wife, 

Mrs. Peggy Jo Hall (Sutton) 

Mrs. Peggy Jo Sutton Hall, 

80, of Albany, died Wednes-

day, April 30, 2025 at her 

residence. 

    The funeral service will be 

held at 11:00 AM on Saturday, 

May 3, 2025 at the Banks 

Funeral Home Chapel with a 

private interment at the Rocky 

Mount Baptist Church Ceme-

tery. The Rev. Jan Masters will     
officiate.  

    Mrs. Hall was born on August 

6, 1944 in Rumsey, Kentucky, 

to the late Jesse and Geneva 

Dukes Sutton. She had lived in 

Albany most of her life and was 

a homemaker. She enjoyed 

reading and cooking. Mrs. Hall 

was a member of Morningside 

Methodist Church.

    Survivors include her son, 

Kevin Hall (Cherry) of Moultrie; 

grandchildren, David Hall, 

Samantha Hall both of Moultrie 

and a brother, Curtis Sutton 

(Joyce) of Sacramento, KY .

    The family will receive friends 

on Saturday, May 3, 2025 from 

10:00 AM until funeral hour at 

Banks Funeral Home.

    Please sign our online guest 

registry at www.banksfh.com.

Banks Funeral Home in 

Sylvester is in charge of 

arrangements.

 

He is survived by his wife, 

Diane Kern Cunningham and 

four children, Kern Cunning-

ham, Juliet Phillips (Steve), 

Jennifer Clark (Scott) and 

Andrea Cunningham (Jason). 

He is also survived by nine 

grandchildren, Pearson, Varn 

and Kathleen Cunningham, 

Gray Carden, Win and Kate 

Clark, Trotter, Wyatt and Juliet 

Brown. Additionally, Hugh 

is survived by three great 

grandchildren Helene and 

CeCe Cunningham and Alaina 

Brown. The family would like 

to acknowledge other import-

ant and cherished extended 

family members: Nick Carden, 

Catharine Field, Rachel Joffe 

Benham, Joe Joffe, Angeline 

Sprott, and Hugh’s nieces, 

nephews, and cousins of the 

Cowart - Cunningham family.

The family would like to 

thank loving caretakers and 

friends Kathy Jordan, Mattie 

Lunsford, Janice Williams and 

Michelle Oliver, Lauren Glover 

and Georgia Home Hospice 

employees. We would espe-

cially like to express appre-

ciation to the staff of Willson 

Hospice House for their skill 

and kindness. 

A Celebration of Life drop-in 

is planned for Saturday, May 

10th, 2025 from 11:00 AM - 

1:00 PM at The Coach House, 

1308 Dawson Rd Albany, Ga. 

Those who wish may make 

contributions to Hugh’s memory 

to Phoebe Hospice or The 

Willson Hospice House, 320 

Foundation Lane, Albany, GA 

31707. 

To sign our online registry, 

or to send condolences to the 

family, you may visit Mathews’ 

website at www.mathewsfuner-

alhome.com.

May the Lord direct your hearts into 
God’s love and Christ’s perseverance.

2 Thessalonians 3:5
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ACROSS
1 Bandmate of 

Crosby and Stills
5 On a cruise
9 Lunch and dinner

14 Eight, in 
combinations

15 Brief moments
16 God of Islam
17 Driver’s concern 

when merging
19 Nary a soul
20 “So are we!”
21 Fibber’s 

confession
23 Actor Beatty
24 Hairstyle that 

frames the face
27 Full of school 

spirit
29 Rain-__ gum
30 Oscar winner 

Mahershala
31 Prayer ending
35 Diva’s piece
38 Storefront 

merchandise 
displays, or what 
the starts of 17-, 
24-, 51-, and 
63-Across are

43 Brief “Almost 
done with this 
week!”

44 Pants, briefly
45 Pop singer Rita
46 Pilot’s approx.
48 Country singer 

Tim whose 
father pitched in 
the MLB for 19 
seasons

51 Exposure-
determining 
setting, in 
photography

56 IRS form expert
57 Spur to action
58 Filmmakers 

Ethan and Joel
61 Vinyl collectible
63 Mature growth in 

a backyard
65 Salary increase
66 __ of office
67 Gillette razor
68 Memory units
69 U.K. awards
70 “Tell me more!”

DOWN
1 Fusion restaurant 

chain co-owned 
by Robert De 
Niro

2 Knee parts, for 
short

3 Red lines on a 
baseball, e.g.

4 Pay homage to, 
to a Brit

5 Donkey
6 Retro photo 

effect
7 Gut bacteria
8 See 60-Down
9 Geometric 

designs used as 
meditative aids

10 “Evil Woman” gp.
11 “Moving  

right __ ... ”
12 Bowling alley 

divisions
13 Backyard 

building
18 Young explorer 

in “The Lost City 
of Gold”

22 __ and flow
25 Spring melt
26 Sushi seaweed
27 Uncooked
28 Disembarked
32 Utah summer 

hrs.
33 __ on the side of 

caution
34 Paleo- opposite
36 So that one may
37 Taj Mahal city
39 God, in Paris
40 Frequently

41 __ pump: 
drainage aid in a 
basement

42 Witnessed
47 Cash dispenser
49 Gospel singer 

Winans
50 Digital photo’s 

location stamp
51 Spread out, as 

fingers
52 Nun’s attire
53 __ salts: foot-

soaking stuff

54 Post-injury 
regimen

55 Roofing stone
56 Keto no-no
59 Fictional sleuth 

Wolfe
60 With 8-Down, 

Samwise 
Gamgee player in 
“The Lord of the 
Rings”

62 Put to work
64 Players who only 

bat, briefly
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Albany 

Classifieds

REAL ESTATE 

FOR RENT

Roomate Wanted/
Room for rent

FURNISHED ROOM 
$150 per week,

utilities furnished. 
Call Becca, 229-344-5977

SERVICE 

DIRECTORY

Home Repair/
Remodeling

   ENHANCED
REMODELING 
& DRYWALL

 Drywall Repair Services
 Popcorn Removal
 Level 5 Drywall Finish
 Water Damage Repair
 Texture Matching
 Tape & Float
 Moldy Drywall Repair
 Demolition

WE DO SMALL 
AND BIG JOBS!

229-364-2997
Hernandez

912-432-3016
Residential-Commercial-Renovations

PAINTING 
AND HOME

REPAIR
Tile work, 

popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.

Just one call, 
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES

 229-349-5475
Tom's Handyman Services

Repairs, Remodeling & 
Additions

Licensed & Insured 
*Free Estimates*

(229) 888-6862 / (229) 344-3211
Credit cards accepted.

MERCHANDISE

Wanted to Buy
WANTED, working or not,

boats, lawn equipment,
motorcycles, cars, etc.

229-291-8643

PETS/LIVESTOCK

Dogs

AKC DOBERMAN 
PUPPIES

to a good home. 
$500.00 each

1) Blackie - Ears cropped
2) Pinkie - SOLD!

Luna - 2-year-old 
AKC Doberman 

free to good home

Tesa 229-344-3941

JOBS

Full-Time
CDL DRIVERS NEEDED 

For Local company. Home
every night. To apply,
please call 229-995-2006

Albany 

Legals

Construction/
Service Bids

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Albany Housing Authority will
accept Request for Proposals (RFP)
for the following:

Banking & Investment Services 

RFP packets may be picked up at
521 Pine Avenue, Albany, GA 31701,
or requested via e-mail to Deneshia
Taylor-Nance, Associate VP of Field
Operations at
dnance@albanyha.com beginning
April 11, 2025.

Original responses must be
delivered (and sealed) via hard copy
by May 12, 2025 to Deneshia
Taylor-Nance, Associate VP of Field
Operations, at 521 Pine Avenue,
Albany, GA 31702, with the titled
subject of the proposal above.
Documents must be in a clear,
legible, 12-point, 8.5 by 11-inch
format.

Respondents are advised to adhere
to the submittal requirements. Failure
to comply with the instructions of this
RFP will be cause for rejection of
submittals. Questions regarding this
RFP should be submitted in writing
via email to dnance@albanyha.com
or call 229- 434-4505.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Albany Housing Authority will
accept Request for Proposals (RFP)
for the following:

Lawn Maintenance

RFP packets may be picked up at
521 Pine Avenue, Albany, GA 31701,
or requested via e-mail to Deneshia
Taylor-Nance, Associate VP of Field
Operations at
dnance@albanyha.com beginning
April 15, 2025.

Original responses must be
delivered (and sealed) via hard copy
by May 15, 2025 to Deneshia
Taylor-Nance, Associate VP of Field
Operations, at 521 Pine Avenue,
Albany, GA 31702, with the titled
subject of either of the proposals
above. Documents must be in a
clear, legible, 12-point, 8.5 by
11-inch format.

Respondents are advised to adhere
to the submittal requirements. Failure
to comply with the instructions of this
RFP will be cause for rejection of
submittals. Questions regarding this
RFP should be submitted in writing
via email to dnance@albanyha.com
or call 229- 434-4505
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Documentary based on 
Dr. Karen Kinsell named 
Peabody Award winner

DURHAM, N.C. – The 
Peabody Awards Board of Ju-
rors selected Reel South fea-
ture documentary “The Only 
Doctor,” directed by Matthew 
Hashiguchi and produced by 
Anjanette Levert, to receive a 
prestigious Peabody Award. The 
film follows Dr. Karen Kinsell, 
who for nearly 20 years has 
been the only doctor in her 
southwest Georgia county, and 
reveals the shocking reality of 
rural health care in America.

“Working on this film with 
Dr. Kinsell was an incredible 
journey that, in many ways, 
mirrored my own life,” Hashi-
guchi said. “While I was film-
ing with Dr. Kinsell and her 
patients, my wife and I were 
also navigating the health care 
and births of our two daugh-
ters. This award is a tremen-
dous honor, but even more 
meaningful to me is the way 
the film has become a price-
less memento from the first 
years of my children’s lives.”

“Reel South is incredibly 
honored by this recognition 
for ‘The Only Doctor,’” series 
producer Nick Price said. “As 
we embark on our next decade 
of storytelling in the South, 
we are encouraged to see that 
opportunities for filmmakers 
like Matt and public servants 
like Dr. Kinsell receive their 
due recognition from within 
and outside of the region. This 
film fulfills the mission of our 
series and our larger public 
broadcasting service.”

Kinsell said she hopes this 
award “will help create the 
change we need to provide 
health and healthcare to all.” 
She continues to see patients 
in Clay County, Georgia, and 
has also been purchasing di-
lapidated homes and remod-
eling them for low-income 
residents.

Reel South’s “The Only Doc-
tor” won in the Public Service 
category. Previous winners of 

the category include signifi-
cant public-interest and other 
public broadcasting programs 
and journalism outlets from 
Frontline, BBC, CNN, ABC 
News and ESPN. Season 9 of 
Reel South was funded in part 
by the National Endowment 
for the Arts. The awards pre-
sentation ceremony will take 
place on June 1 in Los Angeles.

In 1941, the National Asso-
ciation of Broadcasters estab-
lished the Peabody Awards to 
honor excellence in broadcast-
ing. Now split up into the cat-
egories of entertainment, docu-
mentary, news, podcast/radio, 
arts, children’s and youth, and 
public service programming, 
Peabody Award winners are 
a “collection of stories that 
powerfully reflect the press-
ing social issues and the vi-
brant emerging voices of our 
day” and are chosen each year 
by a diverse Board of Jurors 
through unanimous vote.

“The Only Doctor” had its 
U.S. broadcast premiere dur-
ing the ninth season of the PBS 
program Reel South in 2024. 
Hashiguchi is a documentary 
filmmaker and Associate Pro-
fessor at Georgia Southern 
University. He earned an MFA 
degree from Emerson College 
in 2011 and a BA from Ohio 
State University in 2007. His 
feature-length documentary 
“Good Luck Soup” was broad-
cast on PBS World’s America 
ReFramed. He is the 2016 Doc-
umentary Fund Award win-
ner from the Center for Asian 
American Media recipient.

Producer Levert is a senior 
lecturer at Spelman College 
and the former director of the 
Documentary Filmmaking Pro-
gram. She is an alumna of the 
Southern Producers Lab by 
the New Orleans Film Society 
and the Sundance Producers 
Intensive.

Other production team mem-
bers include Edit Consultant 
Martha Shane, Composer Buck 
St. Thomas, and Sound De-

Special Photo

A documentary based on the career of Dr. Karen Kinsell in 
Clay County has received a Peabody Award.
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Special Photo PCOM South Georgia

Jennifer Shaw, the Department Chair of Biomedical 
Sciences within the Doctor of osteopathic Medicine 
Program, unpacks research project posters right 
after they arrive from printing in time for PCOM 
South Georgia’s the May 7 Research Day.

80-plus projects to be 

featured at PCOM South 

Georgia Research Day

MOULTRIE — More 
than 80 research projects 
will be on display during the 
PCOM South Georgia annu-
al Research Day on Wednes-
day. PCOM student physi-
cians, residents from Geor-
gia South and Archbold, 
and physicians from area 
health care systems will 
share their most recent 
scholarly work during post-
er sessions and brief podi-
um talks.

A variety of topics will be 
discussed, including:

-- “Mapping genetic risk 
factors for cardiac arrhyth-
mias: A multi-population 
GWAS using All of Us 
research data” presented by 
Daniel Chanelo, PCOM 

City of Edison 

Public Awareness – Natural Gas Safety

Protect People First, �en Property

Purpose:

�e purpose of our natural gas mains and service lines are to transport natural gas to the 
businesses and individual customers. It is estimated that there are more than 800,000 miles of 
underground gas mains and service lines in the United States today. Fortunately, pipeline acci-
dents are extremely rare, but do occur. Natural gas is extremely �ammable, potentially hazard-
ous, could possibly dissipate oxygen from your dwelling causing su�ocation and in the right 
mixture with air cause a frre or explosion. 

�e City of Edison’s Natural Gas System consists of the following: 

Mains in sizes from 2” to 6” of both coated steel and PE Plastic 

Service Lines in sizes from 5/8” to 2” of both coated steel and PE Plastic 

Regulator Station 

Main Line Underground Cut-o� Valves 

Critical / Emergency Main Line valves 

Odorizer(s) 

�e gas mains and services lines are buried underground and have a depth range of24”-36” for 
gas mains and 12”-18” for service lines. �ese gas lines are located on most of the streets in the 
City of Edison and are monitored on an annual basis for any signs of leakage and corrosion. 

�at is why it is extremely important that anyone 72 hours prior to mechanize digging/moving 
earth in any way, MUST CALL 811 to notify the Utilities Protection Center of Georgia of your 
intention to dig around what could be utilities that could be damaged. When you call 811 the 
UPC will notify all utility owners or operators and have them locate and mark all utilities 
located 
in the area in which you will be digging. 

Know the telephone numbers to call and keep them available. 
City of Edison Gas - 229-835-2279 Mon - Fri 7:30a to 4:30p 
A�er Business Hours - Emergency - 911 

Can You Recognize and React to A Natural Gas Leak? 
Trust your senses. Seeing bubbles in wet or �ooded areas, dead vegetation or discolored plants 
or grass in a normally healthy environment, a hissing sound, and your sense of smell (rotten 
egg smell) could indicate a gas leak that should be reported immediately to: City of Edison Gas 
Department at 229-308-2492 or 911 a�er regular business hours for immediate response by 
quali�ed personnel. If you smell gas inside your home or business, leave the premises imme-
diately, do not call from your home, don’t turn on or o� any electrical switches, do not attempt 
to air out the building. If you are on the phone, do not hang it up, lay it down and call the gas 
department from another phone at a safe distance. Remain away from the premises until emer-
gency personnel have given you the ok to return. Never try to make repairs to stop a gas leak as 
you could possibly make the situation worse and cause possible damage, injury or death. 

Please do not hesitate to call your local natural gas department if you even think that what you 
smell may be gas. It is better to be safe.

Christopher Zachery Public Works Dir.

ATLANTA – University 
of Georgia officials broke 
ground Friday on a research 
farm next to the Georgia 
National Fairgrounds in 
Perry.

The 250-acre Grand Farm 
will serve as a hub for 
research, education, and 
sustainable farming prac-
tices. Innovative technology 
including precision agricul-
ture, robotics and data anal-
ysis will be used to increase 
productivity while conserv-
ing resources.

Grand Farm will partner 
with UGA’s College of Agri-
cultural and Environmental 
Sciences on the project.

“This collaboration repre-
sents the perfect marriage of 
tradition and innovation,” 
Nick T. Place, the college’s 
dean and director, said. “By 
bringing together the col-
lege’s world-class research-
ers and the UGA Institute 
for Integrative Precision 
Agriculture with Grand 
Farms’ cutting-edge tech-

nologies, we will revolution-
ize the way we feed and 
clothe the world’s popula-
tion.”

The roots of the partner-
ship go back five years, when 
University System of Geor-
gia Chancellor Sonny Perdue 
helped launch a Grand Farm 
project in North Dakota 
while serving as U.S. secre-
tary of agriculture.

“This partnership is a 
great example of how Grand 
Farm works to advance agri-
culture technology and solve 
grower pain points across 
varied geographies,” Grand 
Farm Executive Director 
William Aderholt said. “Col-
laborating with the Univer-
sity of Georgia allows us to 
leverage their extensive 
research capabilities and 
expertise in agricultural sci-
ences, enhancing our ability 
to innovate and implement 
solutions that are tailored to 
diverse agricultural envi-
ronments.”

The farm’s first field proj-
ects are expected to roll out 
this year.
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Ground broken on new
UGA research farm in Perry

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

signer Billy Wirasnik. “The 
Only Doctor” was the recipi-
ent of the 2019 Gucci Tribeca 
Documentary Fund Award 
and the 2021 American Sto-
ries Documentary Fund Award 
from Points North Institute.

Kinsell is the only doctor in 
all of Clay County, Georgia, one 
of the poorest and unhealthi-
est rural regions in the state. 
Her clinic has served the most 
vulnerable in her community 
for more than 22 years but 
now faces bankruptcy. De-
spite not drawing a personal 
salary to help keep the doors 
open, Kinsell must weigh re-
tiring against providing health 
care to her patients. When a 
Hail Mary offer arrived from 
a university medical associa-
tion, a fully-equipped health 
center is proposed.

Kinsell makes affordability 
and access her personal red 
lines of the potential sale. An 
impending state election and 
the outbreak of COVID add 
more uncertainty to the fraught 
population, reminding Kinsell 
of how much is riding on the 
fine print. Straight-talking and 
downright inspirational, the 
film presents a modern David-
versus-Goliath health care story 
that might just restore view-
ers’ faith in humanity.

For all the wonders of the 
South — the food, the music, 
the people, the land — the col-

lective heritage of the region is 
complicated, to say the least. 
But the ability to witness and 
understand that complexity 
and foster empathy is more 
important than ever, which is 
why Reel South exists.

Reel South is a PBS docu-
mentary series that showcases 
authentic and inspiring stories 
that unearth the spirit of the 
South today. With every film, 
the series explores the multi-
faceted layers of Southern life 
across themes of social justice, 
cultural experience, environ-
mental challenges, and more. 
Reel South aims to leverage 
the region’s rich storytelling 
tradition as a catalyst for posi-
tive change and deeper under-
standing — in the American 
South and beyond.

Reel South is co-produced 
by PBS North Carolina, South 
Carolina ETV, and Louisiana 
Public Broadcasting and pro-
duced in association with Ala-
bama Public Television, Arkan-
sas PBS, South Florida PBS, 
Tennessee Public Television 
Council, VPM and WABE.

Georgia Ag Commissioner Tyler 
Harper rides bull to support FFA

ATLANTA -- Agriculture 

Commissioner Tyler Harp-

er served as the celebrity 

bull rider and rode a  bull 

named “Widow Maker” to 

raise money for Georgia 

FFA recently. The event 

was held in Reeves Arena 

at the Georgia National 

Fairgrounds, and $5 from 

every ticket sold went to 

support Georgia FFA. 

“Without the opportunities 

my time in Georgia FFA 

afforded to me, I would not 

be where I am today,” 

Harper said. “I’m proud to 

support Georgia FFA and 

the work they do to enrich 

the lives of thousands of 
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TYLER HARPER

Georgia students any way 

I can, including getting on 

the back of a live bull for 

the first time in 15 years.”

South Georgia student phy-
sician.

-- “Optimizing treatment 
for infantile hemangiomas: 
A case report on the use of 
timolol and timing of oral 
propranolol initiation” pre-
sented by Makayla Farr, 
PCOM South Georgia stu-
dent physician in collabora-
tion with Georgia South 
Family Medicine Residency.

-- “Postpartum hemor-
rhage in the absence of tra-
ditional risk factors: A clini-
cal perspective” presented 
by Lisandra Chinea Ramos, 
PCOM South Georgia stu-
dent in collaboration with 
Georgia South Family Medi-
cine Residency.

-- “Pyogenic granuloma at 
the ileocecal junction: 
Unusual culprit of chronic 
anemia and intussuscep-
tion” presented by Xavia 
Taylor, PCOM South Geor-
gia alumna and PGY-2 
Internal Medicine Resident 
with Archbold Medical Cen-
ter.

The keynote speaker for 

Research Day will be Alex-

ander Ophir, professor of 

Psychology at Cornell Uni-

versity in Ithaca, N.Y. He 

will present “Sources of 

reproductive decision-mak-

ing and their practical appli-

cations using Krogh’s prin-

ciple.” His speech will open 

the event at noon in the col-

lege’s multipurpose room.

Ophir describes his work 

as focusing “on the interac-

tion of social behavior and 

reproductive decision-mak-

ing.” Using primarily 

rodents, Ophir and his team 

conduct laboratory and 

fieldwork research methods, 

neural manipulations, his-

tology, and genomic/epi-

genetic methods to compre-

hend individual variation in 

genes, brain and behavior. 

They focus specifically on 

monogamy and social 

attachment; alternative 

reproductive tactics; paren-

tal care; early-life experience 

on development; socio-spa-

tial cognition; mate choice; 

animal communication; 

reproductive decision-mak-

ing; and the substrates gov-

erning the social brain.

Ophir joined Cornell’s 

Department of Psychology 

in 2013. He was previously a 

member of the Department 

of Zoology faculty at Okla-

homa State University and 

the University of Florida. He 

earned a bachelor of arts 

degree in Behavioral Neuro-

endocrinology from the Uni-

versity of Texas and a Doctor 

of Philosophy Degree in Ani-

mal Behavior at McMaster 

University. His work has 

been featured in many pro-

fessional scientific journals 

and popular publications, 

such as National Geograph-

ic, Newsweek, the LA Times 

and the New York Times.


