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Department of Driver 
Services warns of unpaid 
traffic ticket scam
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pany; thus, Dominique’s funds 
were not placed in a structured 
settlement.

The petition also noted nu-
merous instances of insufficient 
funds in Durham’s accounts 
and bounced checks issued to 
clients. 

Durham is accused of the fal-
sification of documents and 
making false statements to the 
State Bar and State Disciplinary 
Board in multiple cases men-
tioned in the petition. He also 
allegedly misrepresented facts 
to clients regarding settlements 
and expenses. 

Further allegations include 
the submission of frivolous le-
gal filings aimed at harassing 
other individuals and the fail-
ure to respond fully to formal 
requests from the State Bar for 
records related to his finances 
and legal practice. These re-
quests included client intake 
forms, settlement statements, 
and accounting records such 
as QuickBooks and Clio data. 
Though the Bar granted him an 
extension to provide this ma-
terial, Durham had not com-
plied by the time the petition 
was filed.

In a separate case stemming 
from a February 2022 shuttle 
accident in Vienna, Georgia, 
Durham is accused of reaching 

settlements without his clients’ 
informed consent. He allegedly 
told the families of two deceased 
passengers that they would need 
to pay his legal expenses out of 
pocket unless they allowed him 
to retain settlement funds.

The petition points out that 
Durham used improperly con-
stituted Interest on Lawyers’ 
Trust Accounts (IOLTA), fail-
ing to use the correct Tax ID 
numbers.

The petition requests a hear-
ing before a Special Master to 
determine whether Durham 
should be suspended pending 
the outcome of the disciplin-
ary proceedings. The attorneys 
representing the State Bar are 
Russell D. Willard, Andrea N. 
Morrison, and James S. Lewis.  
Attorney S. Lester Tate III and 
W. Matthew Wilson represent 
Durham.

Wilson released this state-
ment, regarding the petition.

“The State Bar’s allegations 
against Mr. Durham are grossly 
inaccurate, and we look forward 
to setting the record straight 
on his day in court,” the state-
ment read. “For two decades, 
Mr. Durham has represented 
the citizens of southwest Geor-
gia, helping them obtain justice 
through some of the most dif-
ficult and challenging times in 
their lives. We take these alle-
gations seriously and are gath-
ering all necessary information 
and documents to prove them 
untrue.”
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Editor’s Note: On-the-ball 
Herald reader Walt Specht 
warned of this scam weeks ago.

ATLANTA -- The Georgia 
Department of Driver Services 
has issued a warning about a 
recurring text message scam 
targeting residents with fake 
traffic ticket notifications. Scam-
mers are sending fraudulent 
messages that appear to be 
from official sources, claiming 
recipients owe fines or need 
to resolve traffic violations. 
These messages often include 
links designed to steal personal 
or financial information. The 
DDS is urging the public not 
to click on suspicious links 
or provide any personal data, 
emphasizing that it does not 
send traffic ticket information 
to customers.

“DDS employees will never 
contact customers to request 
payment or confidential infor-
mation,” DDS Commissioner 
Angelique B. McClendon said 
in a news release. “Anyone re-
ceiving such messages should 
treat them as scams. Custom-
ers facing license suspension or 
other changes to their license 
status will receive official writ-
ten notification from DDS. If 
you receive one of these or a 
similar text message, do not 
open or respond to it — delete 

it immediately.”
You should always carefully 

examine text messages before 
responding, clicking on links, 
or providing any information. 
Scammers, through a tech-
nique called “smishing,” use 
text messages to trick you into 
revealing personal and finan-
cial data. There are several er-
rors that prove this particular 
message is a scam. The most 
obvious:

There is no Georgia State Ad-
ministrative Code 15C-16.003.

Drivers’ licenses in Georgia 
are handled by DDS (Depart-
ment of Driver Services) not 
a DMV.

There are no longer any toll 
booths in Georgia. Georgia has 
Express Lanes.

Customers can quickly ver-
ify the status of their license 
on the DDS website at this se-
cure link: https://dds.drives.
ga.gov/_/. In addition, DDS 
encourages all customers to 
create an Online Services Ac-
count at www.dds.georgia.gov 
and also add Georgia’s new 
Digital License or ID to your 
smartphone wallet for an easy 
way to monitor personal in-
formation 24/7 https://dds.
georgia.gov/georgia-license-
id/ga-digital-id.
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ACROSS
1 Norimaki or 

gunkanmaki
6 Swiss Army 

Knife’s array
10 Yemen’s Gulf 

of __
14 Budget-friendly
15 Home of the 

Shipibo-Conibo 
people

16 Wrapped garment
17 
20 Blabbed
21 Tear (up)
22 Zigs and zags
23 Send
25 Actress Essman
26 
30 Part of a 

circumference
32 Like some grapes 

and tennis players
33 Union fees
35 Cry noisily
37 Rubber tree goo
38 Playground game
39 Kick back
41 Funny bone spot
42 Succinct “No time 

to waste!”
44 Get down
45 5-Down 

regulators: Abbr.
47 
49 Gleam
51 Frees (of)
52 Galápagos lizard
54 Casual greetings
55 Make at work
59 Is completely 

unaware, or what 
can be said about 
17-, 26-, and 
47-Across

62 Gal
63 Start of a classic 

palindrome 
implausibly 
attributed to 
Napoleon

64 Pointe shoe 
fabric

65 “Keep Commerce 
Human” website

66 Low on the Mohs’ 
scale

67 “Poor Things” 
Oscar winner

DOWN
1 One who may be 

loched in?

2 “Not for all the 
tea in China”

3 Elephant __
4 Crafted with care
5 NYSE debut
6 Like their walks 

to school (in 
the snow, both 
ways), per some 
grandparents

7 Flow slowly
8 Fumble
9 “Yo, bro!”

10 Maine attraction
11 Posting with a 

hazard symbol, 
e.g.

12 Duel-purpose 
tool?

13 Catches
18 Simple chord
19 __ Angeles
24 Speaker of the 

house?
25 Formfitting
26 Puerto Rico, por 

ejemplo
27 Comes close
28 “I bet I know what 

you’re going to 
say”

29 Modify to fit
31 Infant’s ailment
34 Reprimand

36 “This tastes 
terrible”

38 Like a bedsheet 
with no creases

40 Purrr-fect 
roommate

43 Some Bach 
works

44 Capital city with a 
New Year’s Eve 
Potato Drop

46 Sophisticated
48 Spot for a hot pot

50 Place to stay
52 Not engaged
53 Kid at a petting 

zoo
54 13.1 miles of a 

marathon, e.g.
56 Midrange voice
57 Total
58 Hawaii’s state 

bird
60 “The White Lotus” 

airer
61 Pack animal
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Albany Classifieds

REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT

Houses for rent
FOR RENT. East Albany.
Brick veneer house. 3 BR 1
bath, central air & heat,
hardwood floors, carport,
washer/dryer hookup, 
fenced in back yard.
229-886-6488

Hunting Leases
DEER LEASE WANTED
4 person group of senior

hunters from Albany
seeking 200-300 acre deer

lease in central or south
Georgia area.   Contact Al

at 229-291-2048 or email at
alanpeterson6667@gmail.com.

SERVICE 
DIRECTORY

Home Repair/
Remodeling

PAINTING 
AND HOME

REPAIR
Tile work, 

popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.

Just one call, 
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES

 229-349-5475
   ENHANCED
REMODELING 
& DRYWALL

 Drywall Repair Services
 Popcorn Removal
 Level 5 Drywall Finish
 Water Damage Repair
 Texture Matching
 Tape & Float
 Moldy Drywall Repair
 Demolition

WE DO SMALL 
AND BIG JOBS!

229-364-2997
Hernandez

912-432-3016
Residential-Commercial-Renovations

JOBS

Full-Time
Volunteers of America

Southeast
The Millennium Center –

Cuthbert, GA

Program Manager

Program Manager needed
for managing the daily
operations of a substance
use treatment program in
Cuthbert, GA.  Minimum
requirements include a
Bachelor’s Degree in a
relevant field from an
accredited institution, a
CAC Level II, one (1) year
supervisory experience and
five (5) years experience
working with chemically
dependent individuals.  For
more information and
application instructions, go
to www.voase.org/careers. 
EOE/Drug Free Workplace/
E-Verify.

Albany Legals

Construction/
Service Bids

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Albany Housing Authority will
accept Request for Proposal (RFP)
for the following:

Security Camera System (Dennis
Homes, 630 Tulsa Lane)

RFP packets may be picked up at
521 Pine Avenue, Albany, GA 31701,
or requested via e-mail to Deneshia
Taylor-Nance, Associate VP of Field
Operations at
dnance@albanyha.com 
beginning August 28, 2025.

Construction/
Service Bids

Original responses must be
delivered (and sealed) via hard copy
by September 29, 2025 to Deneshia
Taylor-Nance, Associate VP of Field
Operations, at 521 Pine Avenue,
Albany, GA 31702, with the titled
subject of either of the proposals
above or emailed to
dnance@albanyha.com. 
Documents must be in a clear,
legible, 12-point, 8.5 by 11-inch
format.

Respondents are advised to adhere
to the submittal requirements. Failure
to comply with the instructions of this
RFP will be cause for rejection of
submittals. Questions regarding this
RFP should be submitted in writing
via email to dnance@albanyha.com
or call 229-434-4500.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Albany Housing Authority will
accept Request for Proposals (RFP)
for the following:

-Architectural Services for Public
Housing Renovations (Dennis
Homes)
-Redevelopment of William Binns
Homes

RFP packets may be picked up at
521 Pine Avenue, Albany, GA 31701,
or requested via e-m ail to Douglas
Holdridge, Modernization Director at
dholdridge@albanyha.com
beginning August 12, 2025.

Original responses must be
delivered (and sealed) via hard copy
by October 1, 2025 to Douglas
Holdridge, Modernization Director, at
521 Pine Avenue, Albany, GA 31702,
with the titled subject of the proposal
above. Documents must be in a
clear, legible, 12-point, 8.5 by
11-inch format.

Respondents are advised to adhere
to the submittal requirements. Failure
to comply with the instructions of this
RFP will be cause for rejection of
submittals. Questions regarding
this RFP should be submitted in
writing via email to
dholdridge@albanyha.com 
or call 229- 434-4505.

West Coast visit

Call back later

Visit Aliens


