
 ALBANYHERALD.COM ♦ THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2025 ♦ 11A

Regents give final approval 
to Georgia Southern-East 

Georgia consolidation

STATESBORO -- The Board 
of Regents of the University 
System of Georgia has given 
final approval to consolidate 
Georgia Southern Univer-
sity and East Georgia State 
College. The move clears the 
way for the new institution 
to operate under the Georgia 
Southern University name, 
led by President Kyle Mar-
rero, beginning Jan. 1.

The decision follows approval 
by the Southern Association 
of Colleges and Schools Com-
mission on Colleges, which 
has also signed off on the 
consolidation. USG Chan-
cellor Sonny Perdue first an-
nounced his recommenda-
tion for the plans on April 8.

“This consolidation reflects 
our commitment to expand-
ing access to higher education 
and strengthening the region-
al work force in southeastern 
Georgia,” Perdue said. “I’m 
grateful to the Board of Re-
gents for its support and to 
SACSCOC for its thorough 
review and approval. I es-

pecially want to thank Presi-
dent Marrero and the imple-
mentation teams at Georgia 
Southern and EGSC. Their 
hard work has laid the foun-
dation for a stronger Geor-
gia Southern while honoring 
EGSC’s identity and legacy in 
Swainsboro.”

Officials from SACSCOC, 
the regional body responsi-
ble for accrediting degree-
granting higher education 
institutions, approved the 
prospectus submitted for the 
new institution during the 
SACSCOC annual meeting 
held in Nashville.

SACSCOC’s approval was 
the last step needed for the 
board to review and grant 
authorization for the insti-
tutions to officially begin op-
erating under a consolidated 
structure at the start of the 
new year. Beginning Jan. 1, 
the number of USG institu-
tions will transition from 26 
to 25. EGSC and its campuses 
will be known as the Georgia 
Southern University – East 
Georgia campuses.

USG’s consolidation initia-
tive began in 2011 as a way for 

the system to prioritize effi-
ciency and control adminis-
trative costs while maintain-
ing the high standards of its 
teaching, research and service 
mission. In November 2011, 
the board approved its six 
guiding principles for con-
solidations within the system. 
In January 2012, it approved 
an initial recommendation to 
consolidate eight of the sys-
tem’s then-35 public colleges 
and universities.

Five additional consolida-
tions have since been recom-
mended and approved, and 
the Georgia Southern-EGSC 
consolidation is the sixth.
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Carr’s ethics complaint 
against Jones dismissed

ATLANTA -- Lt. Gov. Burt 
Jones’ $10 million loan to 
his gubernatorial campaign 
didn’t violate the law, the 
Georgia State Ethics Commis-
sion ruled, effectively putting 
an end to a legal fight from 
rival Republican gubernato-
rial candidate Attorney Gen-
eral Chris Carr.

Jones made the loan through 
a financial structure called a 
leadership committee, which 
was created by a 2021 state 
law. 

As lieutenant governor, Jones 
is one of a handful of legis-
lative leaders who can form 
such a committee, which is 
allowed to collect unlimited 
contributions and raise cash 
during the annual legislative 
session, unlike the regulated 
limits of a standard campaign 
committee. Carr, as attorney 
general, does not have ac-
cess to this powerful fund-
raising tool.

The commission’s position 
was that a personal loan from 
a candidate to a leadership 
committee is permitted be-
cause when the loan is repaid 
by the leadership committee, 
the candidate is simply receiv-
ing their own personal funds 
back, meaning no excessive 
or illegal contribution has 
occurred. The commission 
also stated that this analy-
sis does not change if funds 
are loaned to the candidate 
committee during a primary 
election.

“The money in this scenario 
is, and always has been, the 
candidate’s personal funds, 
so there’s no liability for a 
candidate to loan the mon-
ey,” Steve Knittle, the com-
mission’s deputy director and 
general counsel, said.

Carr and Jones, along with 
Georgia Secretary of State Brad 
Raffensperger, are set to face 
off in the May primaries for 
the Republican nomination.

This advisory opinion fol-
lows an earlier, separate ruling 
in which the Ethics Commis-
sion declined to investigate a 
complaint filed by Carr’s team 
regarding the source of a $10 
million loan Jones made to 
his campaign in 2022, accord-
ing to a July report from the 

Associated Press.
Carr’s campaign had ques-

tioned how Jones, whose 2022 
financial disclosure showed 
a net worth of $12.4 million 
but only $700,000 in cash 
and securities, could instantly 

produce $10 million in cash. 
The complaint suggested Jones 
may have falsely reported 
his finances or the source of 
the cash.

Carr also filed a complaint 
in federal court, but U.S. Dis-
trict Court Judge Victoria 
Marie Calvert dismissed the 
case in August due to lack 
of standing, according to a 
Capitol Beat report.

Julia Mazzone, a spokes-
person for Carr’s campaign, 
said the advisory opinion 
“raises more questions than 
it answers.”

“It’s troubling that the com-
mission shows no interest 
in understanding how Burt 
Jones went from claiming 
a net worth of $700,000 to 
loaning himself $10 million. 
As governor, Chris Carr will 
bring true reform to address 
public corruption,” Mazzone 
said in a statement.

The Jones’ campaign did 
not address the commission’s 
opinion, instead taking a jab 
at the Carr campaign with a 
previously given statement.

“If Chris is this bad at being 
a lawyer, why would anyone 
want to give him a promotion?” 
Kayla Lott, a spokesperson 
for Jones’ campaign, said.

By Alander Rocha
Georgia Recorder
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ACROSS
1 One-third of a 

cereal mascot trio
5 Start fishing
9 Astounds

13 __ d’Ivoire
14 Spa treatment
16 Pelee Island’s 

lake
17 Swedish 

supergroup
18 Mamá’s mamá
19 Rodgers of the 

band Chic
20 *Jelly Roll Morton 

jazz composition
23 “Beloved” 

protagonist
24 Many a YA hero
25 Yellowfin and 

albacore
26 Green vegetable 

in aloo matar
28 2,000 pounds
29 The Black List 

items
33 Polite
37 “I’m sorry” 

response
38 Vast
39 Chows down
40 Instant
43 Dreary routines
44 CT scan kin
45 Ford SUV
46 Govt. org. 

established by 
Lincoln

47 *Pronunciation 
dichotomy 
popularized by 
Ella Fitzgerald 
and Louis 
Armstrong

52 Govt. org. 
established by 
Nixon

53 Movie tech
54 “Did you start 

already?”
58 Type of grill or 

haircut
62 Spot for the 

cheapest seats 
in the house, 
maybe

63 “Beauty and 
the Beast” 
candelabra

64 “I’ve got this”
65 Partner of “aided”

DOWN
1 Line crossers?
2 Of high morals
3 Royal 

appearance?

4 Fruit parts in 
some noyaux 
recipes

5 “The Princess 
Diaries” novelist 
Meg

6 Like some angles
7 This clue’s 

number en 
español

8 Hawk’s weapon
9 Sank

10 Night hunter
11 Activist and 

social reformer 
Mankiller

12 Oozes
14 “Gorg!”
15 On the __
21 Holds on to
22 Rush angrily
27 *One minuscule 

step at a time
28 “Genius of Love” 

band, or what the 
answers to the 
starred clues are 
members of?

29 Brain __
30 Graph that may 

resemble a pie
31 Embarrass on 

social media, in 
a way

32 Field hockey 
garment

33 Seis menos uno
34 Indigenous people 

of Greenland
35 Houston 

baseballer
36 “I couldn’t care __”
41 “Click, Clack, 

__: Cows That 
Type”: Caldecott 
Honor book

42 Otolaryngologist, 
for short

48 Cheesy sammies
49 Not together

50 Finest form
51 “Cue the music!”
54 Flying fig.
55 Ruin
56 Ames sch.
57 Mother in a 

meadow
58 Ga. neighbor
59 Vietnamese New 

Year
60 One of five 

resources in 
Catan

61 One on foot: Abbr.
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SERVICE
DIRECTORY

Home Repair/
Remodeling

PAINTING 
AND HOME

REPAIR
Tile work, 

popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.

Just one call, 
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES

 229-349-5475

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Experienced, Prompt &

Friendly for All Your Home
Repair Needs

 Drywall Repair
 Pressure Washing
 Office Cleaning
 Apartment Turnover
 Gutter Cleaning

Reliable - Professional
Available

Call The Ultimate Home
Maintenance Man

Samuel Chester Services
at 478-320-2167

MERCHANDISE

Good Things to Eat
NEW CROP PECANS

NOW READY
In Shell and Shelled

COBB'S 229-698-2061

Firewood

SEASONED & GREEN
OAK FIREWOOD

Truck Load delivered and
stacked $150

Fat Lighter Available.
Also for sale: $25 Burn
Barrels & barrel wood.

Call 229-288-1375


