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Lee H. Bettis, Jr., retired U.S. 
Marine Colonel and long-time 
Albany banker, died December 
10, 2025. He was 84.

Born June 23, 1941, in Mem-
phis, Tenn., he was the first 
born of Lee and Maxine Bettis, 
who predeceased him. He also 
was predeceased by an infant 
son and his oldest grandson, 
Stanton Jones.

He is survived by his wife of 
59 years, Evie Bragg Bettis of 
Albany; a daughter, Suzanne 
Bettis (Jennifer) of Apala-
chicola, FL; a son, Ty Bettis 
(Raines) of Albany; his younger 
brother, Hal Bettis of Houston, 
Tex.; four grandsons, Bragg 
Jones (Kaitlyn), Charles Jones 
(Lela), Harren Bettis, and Smith 
Bettis; two great granddaugh-
ters, Madison Fleming and Lilly 
Jones.

Bettis was baptized and 
confirmed at Calvary Episcopal 
Church, Memphis, and was a 
long-time member of St. Paul’s, 
Albany. While living in Apala-
chicola, Fla. from 2017 to 2022, 
he was a member of Trinity 
Episcopal Church. He served 
as senior warden there for two 
years.

Bettis graduated from 
Central High School, Mem-
phis, in 1959. He then went to 
the University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville on a football schol-
arship, where he graduated in 
1964 with a bachelor’s degree 
in business administration. He 
was a member of Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon.

After graduation from UT, 
Bettis worked two years for 
Third National Bank, Nashville, 
Tenn., before joining the U.S. 
Marine Corp. In April 1966, he 
was commissioned a second 
lieutenant. His military school-
ing also included Amphibious 
Warfare School, Quantico, Va., 
and the NATO Defense College 
in Rome, Italy. His assign-
ments included tours in Japan, 
Vietnam, the Washington, D.C. 
area, and two assignments at 
Albany’s Marine Corp Logis-
tics Base—the first one in the 
1970s and the final one in 
1986. In February of that year, 
he was promoted to the rank of 
Colonel.

After 25 years of service, 
Bettis retired from the Marine 
Corps on April 1, 1990, and 
began an Albany-based 
banking career, first as Citizens 
and Southern National Bank’s 
regional vice president for 
marketing/economic develop-
ment. Then, in October 1992, 
he joined AGE Federal Credit 
Union as president. The follow-
ing October, he was elected 
CEO. AGE later converted to a 
savings bank and began doing 
business as Heritage Bank of 
the South. A holding company 
had been formed, Heritage 
Financial Group. Bettis was 
CEO of the bank and its parent 
organization, each based in 
Albany. Bettis left both 
positions in 2003.

During his banking career, 
he was active in Albany’s civic 
life. Bettis was a 1989 graduate 
of Leadership Albany, chairman 
of the board of United Way 
of Southwest Georgia, and 
general chairman of the Darton 
College Foundation Capital 
Fund Drive. He also was active 
in the Dougherty County Rotary 
Club, the Albany Area Cham-
ber of Commerce, Salvation 
Army, Boys Club of Albany, 
and Liberty House.

Funeral services will be 
held Monday, December 
15, 2025, at 1:00 PM at St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church, in 
downtown Albany. His ashes 
will be interred in the church’s 
memorial garden following the 
funeral.

The family suggests that 
memorial gifts be made to St. 
Paul’s, 212 N. Jefferson St., 
Albany, Ga. 31701 or to a 
charity of one’s own choosing.

Lee H.  Bettis, Jr.Nothing says comfort, security and home like an old-fash-
ioned meal of meatloaf and mashed potatoes. Try this tasty 
supper with your family, or better yet, invite another family 
over to enjoy this generous-sized recipe of Outside-Inside 
Meatloaf.

We call it the all-in-one vegetable/potato/meatloaf because 
when you slice the main dish, the kids discover that every-
thing is hidden inside -- everything, that is, except the salad 
and bread, which your guests could bring to complete this 
fabulous “let’s get together” meal.

It’s also the perfect solution for using holiday meal left-
overs. Extra portions of mashed potatoes, peas and corn are 
the perfect ingredients to complete this recipe. Even the day-
old dinner rolls are useful. They’re all part of the mix.

OUTSIDE-INSIDE MEATLOAF MASH-UP
Serves 8

-- 2 pounds lean ground beef 
-- 2 eggs, slightly beaten
-- 2 cups fresh or packaged breadcrumbs
-- 2 tablespoon tomato paste
-- 1 tablespoon Worcestershire sauce
-- 1 teaspoon salt
-- 1/2 teaspoon freshly ground pepper 
-- 3 cups prepared mashed potatoes
-- 1 cup cooked peas or corn
-- 1/2 cup grated cheddar cheese
-- Ketchup or mustard for drizzling on top
Preheat oven to 350 F.  In a large bowl, with very clean hands, 

let your child thoroughly mix together the meat, eggs, bread-
crumbs, tomato paste, Worcestershire sauce and seasonings.

Place on a large sheet of parchment or wax paper and form 
a 9-by-12-inch rectangle. Use a rolling pin to make it even 
and smooth. Spread the potatoes over the meat with a spat-
ula, leaving a 1-inch border all around. Top with vegetable 
and cheese.

With adult assistance, your child can roll up the large meat-
loaf lengthwise, lifting up the paper to get it started. Remove 
paper and place the meatloaf seam-side down on a foil-lined 
baking pan. Pat it together firmly, pinch ends closed, and 
drizzle ketchup or mustard on top.

Bake uncovered for 1 to 1 1/4 hours, or until completely 
done. Remove from oven and let rest for 10 minutes before 
transferring to a large serving platter for slicing.

***
Donna Erickson creates relationships and community through 

food and fun. Find more to nourish and delight you  at www.
donnaerickson.com. 

(c) 2025 Donna Erickson
Distributed by King Features Synd.

BRING LEFTOVERS TOGETHER 
IN A MEATLOAF MASH-UP

Special Photo: King Features Synd.
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ACROSS
1 Sound of an eye-

opening moment
4 Unlikely to break 

the ice
9 Objects of 

worship
14 Most populous 

city in Can.
15 Pointlessly silly
16 Inter Miami 

captain Lionel
17 Dog ears?
19 Windshield sticker
20 Smoothie bowl 

berry
21 Start for giving 

and taking
22 Beefsteak, for 

one
23 Quickly don
25 Regal home
26 Bunny ears?
30 Like walruses 

and wild boars
33 Mo. with a 

spooky finale
34 Gold, in Spanish
35 Got up
36 Sailor’s yes
37 New York mascot 

with a baseball 
for a head

39 “Geaux Tigers!” 
sch.

40 Four-time WNBA 
MVP Wilson

41 Creamy 
chocolate dessert

42 Elephant ears?
46 Software-creating 

professional
47 Riled up
51 “Not all __ wear 

capes”
53 French sailor’s 

yes
54 Actress Headey
55 Greek alphabet 

ender
56 Mouse ears?
58 Inbox message
59 Hightails it
60 Royal flush card
61 Knighted women
62 “The Jetsons” 

dog
63 “Dynamite” K-pop 

group

DOWN
1 Chance for a hit
2 Moonshine
3 Thundering, as a 

crowd
4 Minnesota 

governor Walz

5 Irritable
6 “Semper fi” 

shouter
7 Signs, as a 

contract
8 Jardin __ 

Tuileries: public 
space near the 
Louvre

9 “That’s all for me”
10 View as 

appropriate
11 Formal nods 

from the 
Academy, 
informally

12 Future esq.’s 
exam

13 Rural storage 
tower

18 Mall stalls
22 Diplomacy
24 “This ride is fun!”
25 Spice in pumpkin 

spice, often
27 Like a ride-or-die 

friend
28 Metal-yielding 

rocks
29 Checkout lane 

bag
30 Anticaking agent 

in table salt
31 Latin for “bear” 

in constellation 
names

32 Common 
substitute for 
Greek yogurt

36 Slightly open
37 Electronic music 

pioneer Robert
38 Without manners
40 St. crossers
41 Nickname
43 Painful head rub
44 Lofty standards
45 Sink fixture
48 Home update, 

familiarly

49 Put into law
50 Candlelit dinners 

for two, e.g.
51 Cleared weeds  

in the garden, 
say

52 Jane Austen 
novel that 
inspired the 
movie “Clueless”

53 Frying liquids
56 Iowa Writers’ 

Workshop deg.
57 That, in Tijuana
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Albany Classifieds

SERVICE 
DIRECTORY

Home Repair/
Remodeling

PAINTING 
AND HOME

REPAIR
Tile work, 

popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.

Just one call, 
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES

 229-349-5475
NO JOB TOO SMALL
Experienced, Prompt &

Friendly for All Your Home
Repair Needs

 Drywall Repair
 Pressure Washing
 Office Cleaning
 Apartment Turnover
 Gutter Cleaning

Reliable - Professional
Available

Call The Ultimate Home
Maintenance Man

Samuel Chester Services
at 478-320-2167

MERCHANDISE

Good Things to Eat
NEW CROP PECANS

NOW READY
In Shell and Shelled

COBB'S 229-698-2061

Firewood
SEASONED & GREEN

OAK FIREWOOD
Truck Load delivered and

stacked $150
Fat Lighter Available.

Also for sale: $25 Burn
Barrels & barrel wood.

Call 229-288-1375

MERCHANDISE

Miscellaneous 
for sale

COINS FOR SALE
American Eagles,

Morgans, discontinued
Kennedy half dollars &

pennies. Mint sets. Bring
cash. 229-438-8008

Musical Equipment

PRO ACOUSTIC
GUITARS with free

cases. Yamaha,
Epiphone, many others.
Cash Sale for Christmas.

229-438-8008

Find Your Perfect

Pet Match
The Pet Classifieds

In Print & Online 
New listings daily! 
Breeders | Rescue Adoptions 

Adoption Fairs | Pet 
Merchandise 

Pet Care Services
To advertise or subscribe, 

call 229.888.9300 or 
visit us online today.

THE ALBANY HERALD
www.albanyherald.com


