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OBITUARY

Lee H. Bettis, Jr., retired U.S. 
Marine Colonel and long-time 
Albany banker, died December 
10, 2025. He was 84.

Born June 23, 1941, in Mem-
phis, Tenn., he was the first 
born of Lee and Maxine Bettis, 
who predeceased him. He also 
was predeceased by an infant 
son and his oldest grandson, 
Stanton Jones.

He is survived by his wife of 
59 years, Evie Bragg Bettis of 
Albany; a daughter, Suzanne 
Bettis (Jennifer) of Apala-
chicola, FL; a son, Ty Bettis 
(Raines) of Albany; his younger 
brother, Hal Bettis of Houston, 
Tex.; four grandsons, Bragg 
Jones (Kaitlyn), Charles Jones 
(Lela), Harren Bettis, and Smith 
Bettis; two great granddaugh-
ters, Madison Fleming and Lilly 
Jones.

Bettis was baptized and 
confirmed at Calvary Episcopal 
Church, Memphis, and was a 
long-time member of St. Paul’s, 
Albany. While living in Apala-
chicola, Fla. from 2017 to 2022, 
he was a member of Trinity 
Episcopal Church. He served 
as senior warden there for two 
years.

Bettis graduated from 
Central High School, Mem-
phis, in 1959. He then went to 
the University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville on a football schol-
arship, where he graduated in 
1964 with a bachelor’s degree 
in business administration. He 
was a member of Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon.

After graduation from UT, 
Bettis worked two years for 
Third National Bank, Nashville, 
Tenn., before joining the U.S. 
Marine Corp. In April 1966, he 
was commissioned a second 
lieutenant. His military school-
ing also included Amphibious 
Warfare School, Quantico, Va., 
and the NATO Defense College 
in Rome, Italy. His assign-
ments included tours in Japan, 
Vietnam, the Washington, D.C. 
area, and two assignments at 
Albany’s Marine Corp Logis-
tics Base—the first one in the 
1970s and the final one in 
1986. In February of that year, 
he was promoted to the rank of 
Colonel.

After 25 years of service, 
Bettis retired from the Marine 
Corps on April 1, 1990, and 
began an Albany-based 
banking career, first as Citizens 
and Southern National Bank’s 
regional vice president for 
marketing/economic develop-
ment. Then, in October 1992, 
he joined AGE Federal Credit 
Union as president. The follow-
ing October, he was elected 
CEO. AGE later converted to a 
savings bank and began doing 
business as Heritage Bank of 
the South. A holding company 
had been formed, Heritage 
Financial Group. Bettis was 
CEO of the bank and its parent 
organization, each based in 
Albany. Bettis left both 
positions in 2003.

During his banking career, 
he was active in Albany’s civic 
life. Bettis was a 1989 graduate 
of Leadership Albany, chairman 
of the board of United Way 
of Southwest Georgia, and 
general chairman of the Darton 
College Foundation Capital 
Fund Drive. He also was active 
in the Dougherty County Rotary 
Club, the Albany Area Cham-
ber of Commerce, Salvation 
Army, Boys Club of Albany, 
and Liberty House.

Funeral services will be 
held Monday, December 
15, 2025, at 1:00 PM at St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church, in 
downtown Albany. His ashes 
will be interred in the church’s 
memorial garden following the 
funeral.

The family suggests that 
memorial gifts be made to St. 
Paul’s, 212 N. Jefferson St., 
Albany, Ga. 31701 or to a 
charity of one’s own choosing.

Lee H.  Bettis, Jr.
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ACROSS
1 “In the headlights” 

animal
5 Golf tops

10 Fury
14 Soul, in Spanish
15 “Alas and __!”
16 Some Sharon 

Olds poems
17 Many an 

American 
employee

20 __ sauce
21 Called
22 Brand of 5-Across
24 Breakfast bowl 

berry
25 List of pub grub
28 Contest that 

starts with a 
center-ice faceoff

32 Skin soother
33 HS diploma 

equivalent
35 “All over that”
36 Wellness space
37 Fruit also known 

as guanabana
41 Herbal 

refreshment
42 Residential 

upgrades
45 Director Lee
46 Quick __ wink
47 Escapade
49 Chess greats, for 

short
52 Indigenous 

Canadians
55 Red Bull slogan, 

and what can 
also be said of 
17-, 25-, 28-, and 
42-Across

59 Butter Restaurant 
chef/owner 
Guarnaschelli

60 March follower
61 Sushi seaweed
62 Pops
63 Foul call, maybe
64 Scratched (out)
65 Con
66 Shoe bottoms
67 Simchat bat, for 

one

DOWN
1 Absurd
2 “First Lady of 

Song” Fitzgerald

3 Qatari 
commander

4 “The Entertainer” 
genre

5 Source of 
financial aid

6 Rio greeting
7 Muscle worked in 

dumbbell rows
8 Halloween mo.
9 Comedy scene

10 “Good 4 U” 
singer Olivia

11 Driver of “Ferrari”
12 Part of an 

inheritance
13 Founded, as 

a co.
18 Skyline obscurer
19 Diane of “Law & 

Order: SVU”
23 Excavated
24 “In conclusion ... ”
25 Fun function
26 Chewy brand
27 Wander
29 Price for hand 

delivery?
30 Bearing
31 Coup d’__
34 Stumble or 

fumble
37 Vanity pieces

38 “Srsly!?”
39 Roe, e.g.
40 “Raging Bull” 

Oscar nominee
43 Sound check?
44 Water boy?
47 Olive family shrub
48 Vegan brand 

owned by Estée 
Lauder

49 Device on a 
snowboarder’s 
helmet, maybe

50 Wall  
flowers,  
perhaps

51 Pigs
53 Miso soup 

mushroom
54 Ibis kin
55 Wanders  

(about)
56 Blathers on
57 Varieties
58 “Oh sure, take 

their __!”
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Albany Classifieds

SERVICE 
DIRECTORY

Home Repair/
Remodeling

PAINTING 
AND HOME

REPAIR
Tile work, 

popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.

Just one call, 
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES

 229-349-5475
NO JOB TOO SMALL
Experienced, Prompt &

Friendly for All Your Home
Repair Needs

 Drywall Repair
 Pressure Washing
 Office Cleaning
 Apartment Turnover
 Gutter Cleaning

Reliable - Professional
Available

Call The Ultimate Home
Maintenance Man

Samuel Chester Services
at 478-320-2167

MERCHANDISE

Good Things to Eat
NEW CROP PECANS

NOW READY
In Shell and Shelled

COBB'S 229-698-2061

Firewood
SEASONED & GREEN

OAK FIREWOOD
Truck Load delivered and

stacked $150
Fat Lighter Available.

Also for sale: $25 Burn
Barrels & barrel wood.

Call 229-288-1375

MERCHANDISE

Miscellaneous 
for sale

COINS FOR SALE
American Eagles,

Morgans, discontinued
Kennedy half dollars &

pennies. Mint sets. Bring
cash. 229-438-8008

Musical Equipment

PRO ACOUSTIC
GUITARS with free

cases. Yamaha,
Epiphone, many others.
Cash Sale for Christmas.

229-438-8008

Q: Is the actor who plays 
Kial the surgeon on 

“Beyond the Gates” the 
same actor who used to 
be on “The Young and the 
Restless” years ago? I for-
got the character’s name, 
but I think he was involved 
with Sharon. -- G.S.

A: You have a great memo-
ry because it’s been more 

than two decades since Greg 
Vaughan played a handsome 
drifter named Diego on the CBS 
daytime soap “The Young and 
the Restless.” He’s actually been 
on several other soaps for much 
longer stretches since then. 
From 2003-2009, he played 
Lucky Spencer on ABC’s “Gen-
eral Hospital” before landing 
his longest-running daytime 
role as Eric Brady on NBC’s 
“Days of Our Lives.”

Vaughan’s latest soap gig is 
on the genre’s newest series 
“Beyond the Gates,” which airs 
weekdays on CBS. Expect to 
see his character, Dr. Kial Rob-
erts, romancing the ladies. He 
already appeared to have eyes 
for Daphnee Duplaix’s Dr. Ni-
cole Dupree Richardson.

***

Q: When is “The Boys” 
coming back to Ama-

zon? Is it the final season, 
or will they surprise us 
with more? -- J.W.

A: The satirical superhero 
series “The Boys” will re-

turn for its fifth and final season 
on April 8, 2026, on Amazon 
Prime Video. Showrunner Eric 
Kripke told TVLine that de-
spite its continued popularity, 
the story was always meant to 
end after five seasons. Antony 
Starr’s character, Homelander, 
will be back along with Karl 
Urban, Jack Quaid and Erin 
Moriarty.

Fans of CW’s “Supernatural” 
will be thrilled to learn that not 
only is Jensen Ackles return-
ing in his recurring role of Ben/
Soldier Boy but that his former 
“Supernatural” co-stars Jared 
Padalecki and Misha Collins will 
be joining him. While many will 
be mourning the loss of “The 
Boys” when it concludes in late 
May 2026, they can rejoice in 

the fact that there will be a pre-
quel series led by Ackles titled 
“Voight Rising.”

***

Q: I really miss the show 
“Good Girls.” What 

is the actress who played 
Annie doing these days?  
-- D.E.

A: Mae Whitman had a baby 
last year, but she’s back 

at work on a new series, this 
time on Hallmark. In “Twelve 
Dates ‘Til Christmas,” she plays 
Kate, a textile pattern designer 
whose friends sign her up for 
a matchmaking adventure for 
the holidays. Her co-stars in-
clude Jane Seymour (“Harry 
Wild”) and Mary McDonnell 
(“Major Crimes”), as well as 
-- I’m assuming -- 12 actors 
to play her eligible bachelors. 
The six-episode series filmed 
on location in Ireland.

Whitman has been acting 
since she was a young child. 
Most fans recognize her as Am-
ber from the hit NBC family 
drama series “Parenthood,” a 
role she played from 2010-2015. 
“Good Girls” really allowed her 
to stretch her comedic wings 
that she first started exercising 
as bland Ann on “Arrested De-
velopment.” She became a first-
time mother in August 2024 
when her son, Miles, was born.

“Twelve Dates ‘Til Christ-
mas” premiered on the Hall-
mark Channel on Dec. 5. New 
episodes air the next day on 
Hallmark+.

Send me your questions at 
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.com

(c) 2025 King 
Features Synd., Inc.

Courtesy of NBC

Greg Vaughan
(“Beyond the Gates”)


