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Lee H. Bettis, Jr.

Lee H. Bettis, Jr., retired U.S.
Marine Colonel and long-time
Albany banker, died December
10, 2025. He was 84.

Born June 23, 1941, in Mem-
phis, Tenn., he was the first
born of Lee and Maxine Bettis,
who predeceased him. He also
was predeceased by an infant
son and his oldest grandson,
Stanton Jones.

He is survived by his wife of
59 years, Evie Bragg Bettis of
Albany; a daughter, Suzanne
Bettis (Jennifer) of Apala-
chicola, FL; a son, Ty Bettis
(Raines) of Albany; his younger
brother, Hal Bettis of Houston,
Tex.; four grandsons, Bragg
Jones (Kaitlyn), Charles Jones
(Lela), Harren Bettis, and Smith
Bettis; two great granddaugh-
ters, Madison Fleming and Lilly
Jones.

Bettis was baptized and
confirmed at Calvary Episcopal
Church, Memphis, and was a
long-time member of St. Paul’s,
Albany. While living in Apala-
chicola, Fla. from 2017 to 2022,
he was a member of Trinity
Episcopal Church. He served
as senior warden there for two
years.

Bettis graduated from
Central High School, Mem-
phis, in 1959. He then went to
the University of Tennessee,
Knoxville on a football schol-
arship, where he graduated in
1964 with a bachelor’s degree
in business administration. He
was a member of Sigma Alpha
Epsilon.

After graduation from UT,
Bettis worked two years for
Third National Bank, Nashville,
Tenn., before joining the U.S.
Marine Corp. In April 1966, he
was commissioned a second
lieutenant. His military school-
ing also included Amphibious
Warfare School, Quantico, Va.,
and the NATO Defense College
in Rome, ltaly. His assign-
ments included tours in Japan,
Vietnam, the Washington, D.C.
area, and two assignments at
Albany’s Marine Corp Logis-
tics Base—the first one in the
1970s and the final one in
1986. In February of that year,
he was promoted to the rank of
Colonel.

After 25 years of service,
Bettis retired from the Marine
Corps on April 1, 1990, and
began an Albany-based
banking career, first as Citizens
and Southern National Bank’s
regional vice president for
marketing/economic develop-
ment. Then, in October 1992,
he joined AGE Federal Credit
Union as president. The follow-
ing October, he was elected
CEO. AGE later converted to a
savings bank and began doing
business as Heritage Bank of
the South. A holding company
had been formed, Heritage
Financial Group. Bettis was
CEO of the bank and its parent
organization, each based in
Albany. Bettis left both
positions in 2003.

During his banking career,
he was active in Albany’s civic
life. Bettis was a 1989 graduate
of Leadership Albany, chairman
of the board of United Way
of Southwest Georgia, and
general chairman of the Darton
College Foundation Capital
Fund Drive. He also was active
in the Dougherty County Rotary
Club, the Albany Area Cham-
ber of Commerce, Salvation
Army, Boys Club of Albany,
and Liberty House.

Funeral services will be
held Monday, December
15, 2025, at 1:00 PM at St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church, in
downtown Albany. His ashes
will be interred in the church’s
memorial garden following the
funeral.

The family suggests that
memorial gifts be made to St.
Paul’'s, 212 N. Jefferson St.,
Albany, Ga. 31701 orto a
charity of one’s own choosing.
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Albany Classifieds

SERVICE
DIRECTORY

Home Repair/
Remodeling
PAINTING

AND HOME
REPAIR

Tile work,
popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.
Just one call,
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES
229-349-5475

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Experienced, Prompt &
Friendly for All Your Home
Repair Needs

Drywall Repair
Pressure Washing
Office Cleaning
Apartment Turnover
Gutter Cleaning

Reliable - Professional
Available
Call The Ultimate Home
Maintenance Man
Samuel Chester Services
at 478-320-2167

Good Things to Eat

NEW CROP PECANS
NOW READY
In Shell and Shelled
COBB'S 229-698-2061

Firewood

SEASONED & GREEN
OAK FIREWOOD
Truck Load delivered and
stacked $150
Fat Lighter Available.
Also for sale: $25 Burn
Barrels & barrel wood.
Call 229-288-1375
Contact-Free
ij News Delivery

—= - to keep you connected from home

Miscellaneous
for sale

COINS FOR SALE
American Eagles,
Morgans, discontinued
Kennedy half dollars &
pennies. Mint sets. Bring
cash. 229-438-8008

Musical Equipment

PRO ACOUSTIC
GUITARS with free
cases. Yamaha,
Epiphone, many others.
Cash Sale for Christmas.

229-438-8008

Subscribe Today!
229-888-9300

/7 LITTLE WORDS

Find the 7 words to match the 7 clues. The numbers in parentheses
represent the number of letters in each solution. Each letter
combination can be used only once, but all letter combinations

will be necessary to complete the puzzle.

CLUES

1 hushes or shushes (6)

2 bed maker’s action (7)

3 Pitt and Paisley (5)

4 visually estimated (9)

5 turns on the AC (5)

6 they work “by the foot” (11)

7 Nashville puck handlers (9)

SOLUTIONS

© 2025 Blue Ox Family Games, Inc., Dist. by Andrews McMeel
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Tuesday’s Answers: 1. TRIP 2. WAITING 3. FREQUENTLY
4. DESCRIPTIVE 5. REPRODUCE 6. MANNING 7. COIL _12/17

/7 LITTLE WORDS

Find the 7 words to match the 7 clues. The numbers in parentheses
represent the number of letters in each solution. Each letter
combination can be used only once, but all letter combinations

will be necessary to complete the puzzle.

CLUES

1 oval and hexagon (8)
2 reddish-brown (8)

3 word of comparison (8)
4 covers, in a way (7)

5 large, to a barista (5)

6 all the other stuff (8)

7 “locked” fairy-tale princess (8)

SOLUTIONS
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Wednesday’s Answers: 1. QUIETS 2. TUCKING 3. BRADS
4. EYEBALLED 5. COOLS 6. PEDICURISTS 7. PREDATORS 12/18

CROSSWORD

50 Wall
flowers,
perhaps

51 Pigs

53 Miso soup
mushroom

54 Ibis kin

55 Wanders
(about)

56 Blathers on

57 Varieties

58 “Oh sure, take
their __ "

ANSWER TO TODAY'S PUZILE:

ACROSS 3 Qatari 38 “Srsly!?”
1 “In the headlights” commander 39 Roe, e.g.
animal 4 “The Entertainer” 40 “Raging Bull”
5 Golf tops genre Oscar nominee
10 Fury 5 Source of 43 Sound check?
14 Soul, in Spanish financial aid 44 Water boy?
15“Alasand __ V" 6 Rio greeting 47 Olive family shrub
16 Some Sharon 7 Muscle worked in - 48 Vegan brand
Olds poems dumbbell rows owned by Estée
17 Many an 8 Halloween mo. Lauder
American 9 Comedy scene 49 Device on a
employee 10 “Good 4 U” snowboarder’s
20 _ sauce singer Olivia helmet, maybe
21 Called 11 Driver of “Ferrari”
22 Brand of 5-Across 12 Part of an
24 Breakfast bowl inheritance
berry 13 Founded, as
25 List of pub grub a co.
28 Contest that 18 Skyline obscurer
starts Wlth a 19 Diane Of “LaW &
center-ice faceoff Order: SVU”
32 Skin soother 23 Excavated
33 HS diploma 24 “In conclusion ... ”
35 “All over that” 26 Chewy brand
36 Wellness space 27 Wander
37 Fruitalso known 29 Price for hand
as guanabana delivery?
41 Herbal 30 Bearmq
refreshment 31 Coupd’__
42 Residential 34 fSJ#]nt?lge or
upgrades M
45 DFi)r?actor Lee 37 Vanity pieces

46 Quick __ wink Tz
47 Escapade

3 4

49 Chess greats, for |14
short

52 Indigenous v

Canadians 5
55 Red Bull slogan,
and what can
also be said of
17-, 25-, 28-, and

42-Across

59 Butter Restaurant 8

chef/lowner
Guarnaschelli

60 March follower
61 Sushi seaweed
62 Pops

63 Foul call, maybe
64 Scratched (out)

65 Con
66 Shoe bottoms

67 Simchat bat, for

one

DOWN
1 Absurd

2 “First Lady of
Song” Fitzgerald

By Rebecca Goldstein
©2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
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