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Staff Photo: Alan Mauldin
Albany officials participate in a Tuesday groundbreaking ceremony at the 701 Willard Ave. Henderson Gym facility. The 
gym, which opened in the late 1970s, will be replaced with a new facility over the next year.

ALBANY – Several Albany citizens 
say something foul is in the air in the 
city’s busy central district along Wash-
ington and Jefferson streets, and they 
point to a nearby recycling center as 
the possible cause of odors that they 
say sometimes are so bad they force 
residents inside.

David Dixon, a retired Miller Brew-
ing Co. environmental engineer, said 
on muggy days the smell near Com-
plete Resource Management on North 
Washington Street is so “overwhelm-
ing” people nearby, including a pair 
of day care centers, are forced to seek 
relief inside.

“I have smelled the noxious acid/
fuel type odor along North Washing-

ton Street and at Jefferson and 11th 
Avenue as recently as Jan. 5,” Dixon, 
a Flint Riverkeeper Emeritus board 
member, said. “I am deeply concerned 
about the source of this air pollution 
and what chemicals it may contain, as 
my granddaughter attends the Phoebe 
Learning Tree Pre-K school a few blocks 

Albany citizens complain of ‘foul odors’
along Washington, Jefferson streets

By Carlton Fletcher
carlton.fletcher@albanyherald.com

See ODORS, 2A

Henderson Gym replacement 
project under way in south Albany

ALBANY – When the Hen-
derson Gym was completed in 
south Albany, Jimmy Carter 
was the president and the city 
was a much different place 
than it is today.

For nearly 50 years, Albany 
youngsters have shot hoops 
in the facility and used it as 
a hangout, But now city of-
ficials are saying the aging 
structure has reached the 
end of its lifespan. 

On Tuesday, those officials 
turned a few shovelsful of dirt 
to celebrate the next chapter 
at the gym’s Willard Avenue 
location. It is one of sever-
al recreation projects in the 
works for the city.

Over the next year, a $9 
million, 17,000-square-foot 
facility is slated to rise to re-
place the old building.

“This building has meant a 
lot for this community since 
1977 or 1978,” Mayor Bo Dor-
ough said prior to the ground-
breaking ceremony. “I think 

we need to understand these 
facilities have outlived their 
useful lives, and they need 
to be replaced.

“I agreed we need to tear 
these facilities down to build 
amenities for the future of Al-
bany, to make an investment 
in these areas that had been 
neglected.”

The facility will include not 
only basketball courts but also 
a community center, commu-
nity garden outside, space for 
after-school programs and a 
room dedicated to adult ac-
tivities. 

“Not only is this going to 
enlarge the appearance (and) 
quality of life for south Alba-
ny, it will serve as a beacon 
(that) our city is committed 
to our citizens and our city 
is looking forward to the fu-
ture of our community,” the 
mayor said. 

When he was on the com-
mission years ago, Dorough 

By Alan Mauldin
alan.mauldin@albanyherald.com

See GYM, 2A

Albany police to initiate repeat offender 
program to help tackle gun violence

ALBANY — The Albany 
Area Arts Council will pres-
ent “We Be the Blues,” a land-
mark solo exhibition by local 
artist Botini Feb. 5-March 6 
at the Arts Council’s Carnegie 
Library Gallery, 215 N. Jack-
son St., in downtown Albany.

An Opening Reception will 
be held Feb. 5, from 6–8 p.m., 
and the public is invited to 

attend this free event. At-
tendees will experience the 
rich indigo palettes, expres-
sive figuration, and layered 
symbolism that Botini uses to 
examine resilience, ancestral 
memory, and the quiet maj-
esty of everyday black exis-
tence; honoring lives shaped 
by endurance, creativity, and 
collective spirit.

The opening reception will 

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

See BLUES, 2A

Albany Area Arts Council
to present

‘WE BE THE BLUES’
ALBANY – Looking to 

break the cycle of violent 
crime in the city, the Alba-
ny Police Department will 
launch a program this week 
looking to identify and reach 
those most at risk of being 
both victims and perpetra-
tors in that cycle.

Police will launch the Re-
peat Offender Initiative on 
Friday, with the goal of in-
tervening with what they 
describe as the “1% of the 
population that drive the gun 
violence that has plagued 
the city.”

In 2025, there were 23 ho-
micides in Dougherty County.

The program has had suc-
cess in Atlanta, where police 

By Alan Mauldin
alan.mauldin@albanyherald.com
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Supports Our Seniors
GETTING OLDER SOMETIMES COMES WITH ITS OWN EMOTIONAL UPS

AND DOWNS.  OUR BEHAVIORAL HEALTH PROVIDERS UNDERSTAND

AND PROVIDE SPECIALIZED CARE FOR OUR PATIENTS WHO ARE 65

AND OLDER.   LET US BE YOUR PARTNER IN YOUR WELLNESS JOURNEY.  

CALL 229-639-3135 TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT.

Albany Area Primary Health Care

All major insurance plans accepted, including Medicaid and Medicare.

Bruce Maples David Dixon

Special LogoSee VIOLENCE, 2A

Staff Photo: Alan Mauldin
Albany Police Department Capt. Terrence Whitlock, left, 
and Police Chief Michael Persley give a presentation on 
Tuesday to the Albany City Commission about the Repeat 
Offender Initiative that is being launched on Friday.



2A ♦ THURSDAY, JANUARY 8, 2026 ♦ ALBANYHERALD.COM

away. Whatever it is, it needs to stop, as it is 
affecting the quality of life of local residents 
and employees in this area.”

Resident Marla Edmonds said the smell is 
so bad it seeps into people’s homes.

“The odor is terrible—unbearable at times,” 
Edmonds said. “On some days, it’s so strong 
you can actually taste it, and it burns your 
eyes. When it’s at its worst, we try to stay 
inside. Neighbors have also complained, de-
scribing a strong chemical smell that seeps 
into their homes.

“There are two day cares in the immediate 
area, as well as a hospital very close by, that 
all have had either employees, caretakers or 
guests complain about this smell. It is deep-
ly unfair that so many people — especially 
children, patients and staff — are forced to 
suffer because of the continued operation 
of this facility.”

But officials at CRM, located at 1701 N. 
Washington St., said there are no offensive 
smells associated with the plant that recy-
cles organic materials for use in landscap-
ing projects.

“We work with organic stuff, so there are 
at times ‘earthy’ smells associated with what 
we do, but not the kind of smells that are of-
fensive,” Complete Resource Management 
Manager Whitcomb Barnhill said. “We don’t 
see it as odors; it’s more a dirt kind of smell. 
It never gets stinky.

“Now before the city had that big pipe burst 
around New Years, there were times while 
they were working down Washington that 
there were sewagy smells. That kind of goes 
with the territory with that kind of work.”

The city of Albany has been working on a 
$100 million-plus sewer/stormwater sep-
aration project along Washington and Jef-
ferson streets for the better part of a year. 
And Assistant City Manager for Operations 
Bruce Maples said any recent odor issues may 
have been related to an issue that sprung 
up on Dec. 30.

“We haven’t had any complaints about 
odors in that area, although we did get com-
plaints on Westover Road (in northwest 
Albany) when it got real cold last month,” 
Maples said. “Cold weather tends to keep 
gases closer to the ground, increasing the 
possibility of smells. 

“Around 10:30 p.m. on Dec. 30, we had 
an issue with a force main at Lift Station 26 
where Oglethorpe (Boulevard) runs into Al-
bany State (University). That force main is 
one of the busiest in the city; sewage from 
the northeast and northwest sectors of the 

city are carried through Lift Station 26 to 
the treatment plant.”

The issue was something of an anomaly, 
Maples said, in that it centered around a 
break in pipe that is rated to last 100 years, 
and the pipe is 15 feet under the ground.

“We couldn’t shut the station down dur-
ing that busy time, so we had our people and 
a Jim Boyd Construction crew working 26 
hours straight to try and contain the spill-
age. Finally, around 4 a.m., things slowed 
down enough we were able to shut down 
the lift station, clear away the sewage and 
make repairs.

“During this process, we had to send sew-
age into areas along Washington where 
manholes that are normally closed were 
opened. That’s the only thing, off the top of 
my head, that could have led to bad odors in 
that area. I can’t say enough about how our 
city employees and the Jim Boyd Construc-
tion crew stepped up to get this issue taken 
care of. They worked 26-27 hours straight, 
until around 4 a.m. on Jan. 1 to deal with 
this issue.”

Still, Dixon and others say the offensive 
smells likely are being created at CRM.

Naquesia Sloan, the director of the near-
by Child Care Network day care center, said 
that while she can’t pinpoint the smells as 
coming from the recycling center, there are 
days that she has to keep children in her care 
inside the facility.

“I can’t say for sure these odors are dan-
gerous or where they’re coming from, but it 
smells really bad, and it happens fairly of-
ten,” Sloan said.

A spokesperson for Phoebe Putney Memo-
rial Hospital said that while none of the hos-
pital’s employees has complained about of-
fensive smells that he’s aware of, a “couple of 
people have asked about unpleasant odors.”

Complete Resource Management H.R. Man-
ager Fletcher Ogletree said he’s not aware 
of any complaints directed at the recycling 
plant in the 5 ½ years he’s worked there.

“There are certain aromas associated with 
organic material when it breaks down, and 
I’m not saying that people aren’t having is-
sues,” Ogletree said. “But I’m not aware of 
any complaints being made. This company 
has always, since I’ve been here, done what 
it can to mitigate any issues that might arise.

“I can honestly say we do our best to be 
good neighbors.”

Maples said the city will readily respond 
to any future complaints.

“I am not aware of any complaints being 
made about this issue, but I will tell our citi-
zens that if they’ll let us know if they encoun-
ter offensive odors, we’ll follow up,” he said. 
“They can reach out to us, and we’ll look into 
it to see if there’s anything unusual.”

ODORS
From 1A

feature a special live perfor-
mance by legendary Albany 
native Rutha Mae Harris, 
performing “Pray For Me,” 
a powerful song from the 
“We Be the Blues”

album and soundtrack, 
a preview screening of the 
“We Be the Blues” docu-
mentary, offering insight 
into the stories, people, 
and places that shaped the 
work, and a living commu-
nity art installation, invit-
ing audiences to engage 
with the exhibition as an 
active celebration rather 
than a passive viewing ex-
perience.

Born in Valdosta and 
based in Albany, Botini is 
a self-taught artist known 
for her evocative portray-
als of black people; par-
ticularly black women, as 
culture bearers and story-
tellers. Her work has been 
exhibited throughout Geor-
gia and the Southeast and 
is recognized for its emo-
tional honesty, historical 
depth, and unmistakable 
visual voice.

“We Be the Blues” will be 
on view throughout Black 
History Month and stands 
as a celebration of the lives, 
legacies, and enduring bril-
liance of black families in 
the South, AAAC officials 
said.

The gallery is open Mon-
day–Thursday, 12-4 p.m., 
with other hours available 
by appointment.

The Albany Area Arts 
Council is dedicated to fos-
tering the growth of the 
arts in southwest Georgia. 
Through various initiatives 
and programs, the council 
strives to promote artistic 
excellence and make the 
arts accessible to all mem-
bers of our community.

The mission of the AAAC 
is to support, promote, 
and advocate for the arts 
and artists in Albany and 
the surrounding region, 
while stewarding the his-
toric Carnegie Library for

the benefit of the pub-
lic. For more information, 
contact the Arts Council at 
(229) 439-ARTS (2787) or 
visit the https://albany-
artscouncil.org/.website.

BLUES
From 1A

said, recreation was often one 
of the last spending priorities 
and one of the first items cut 
when budgets were tight. With 
the support of the commis-
sion, that has changed, and 
Tuesday’s gathering dem-
onstrates that commitment, 
he said.

“We’re going to change south 
Albany, and you’re going to 
see it,” Dorough said.

The opening of the new 
Henderson facility will come 

about two years after the re-
opening of the Driskell Park 
Community Center in Janu-
ary 2025. Carver Park and the 
Bill Miller Community Cen-
ter are among future projects 
on tap.

“When we invest in these 
facilities, we invest in the 
community,” Ward VI City 
Commissioner Diana Brown, 
in whose district Henderson 
Gym is located, said. “We need 
to reinvest in our children, put 
more focus on gyms and pro-
grams. We can come togeth-
er and do things like Driskell 
Park and all the parks. The 

greatest investment we can 
have (is) for our children. We 
as leaders can come together 
and make it work, give the 
children what they need.”

The commissioner said that 
sidewalk projects in the area 
will allow youngsters to safely 
walk to the facility.

The new community cen-
ter will transform the com-
munity, City Manager Terrell 
Jacobs told the audience of 
community members and 
city and Dougherty County 
officials. 

“That’s what it’s all about,” 
he said.

GYM
From 1A

NOTICE OF 
APPLICA-

TION 
FOR PACK-

AGED 
BEER & WINE 

LICENSE
Albany Enterprise 

Inc., trading as 
Marathon 

Mart at 402 N 
Westover Blvd, 

Albany, Georgia 
31707 give notice 
that I have applied 
for an Alcohol Li-
cense to be consid-
ered as a transfer of 
ownership. Albany 
Herald Run Dates:
January 1, 3, 6 & 8

initiated the program in 2022 
and credit it with reducing 
violent crime.

Albany was chosen as a pi-
lot expansion program for 
the Atlanta initiative. 

Elements include a repeat 
offender tracking unit that 
shares information on those 
offenders with other law en-
forcement agencies and has 
resulted in a 50% decrease in 
repeat offenders with prior 
convictions of violent felo-
nies being held without bond 
until trial.

The Albany program will 
begin with two officers as-
signed to the initiative.

“It’s a lengthy process,” Per-
sley said. “Look, the majority 
of crime committed in our 
community is committed ay 
a small number of people. In 
2024, I had an opportunity to 
hear a presentation from the 
Atlanta Police Department on 
their Repeat Offender Task 
Force.”

During a presentation to the 
Albany City Commission on 
Tuesday, police officials gave 
several examples of offenders 
who had been in and out of 
the court system on assault 
and other felonies, cycling 
in and out of jail, and later 
ended up being the victims 

of violence themselves.
Police will work with the dis-

trict attorney’s office, judges 
and other officials to prevent 
violent defendants from re-
entering the community while 
awaiting disposition of vio-
lence charges. Part of the ini-
tiative is to make better cases 
to secure convictions against 
violent offenders and to iden-
tify and monitor those who 
are a risk to commit violence.

“We will target crime, and 
we will concentrate on indi-
viduals who are committing 
these crimes,” APD Capt. Ter-
rence Whitlock, who is head-
ing up the Albany initiative, 
said. “We’re talking about 
that 1% that is actually com-
mitting crimes.”

The officer gave an example 
of one individual who was a 
victim in 2022, the same year 
he was arrested on rape, en-
tering auto and motor vehi-
cle theft charges. In 2023 the 
same man was charged with 
armed robbery, released from 
jail and later himself became 
a homicide victim.

As part of the program, po-
lice will train individuals in 
the community to monitor 
courts to review the perfor-
mance of law enforcement 
and prosecutors in crimi-
nal cases.

In addition to more closely 
monitoring those who are most 
likely to play a role in violent 

crime through monitoring 
and encouraging pre-trial 
detention when warranted, 
at-risk individuals also can 
receive intervention, includ-
ing assistance with substance 
abuse, employment training, 
anger management and oth-
er support.

There are several individu-
als and organizations work-
ing to help those who are at 
risk to escape the violence 
and gang activity, Persley 
said, and those efforts can 
use more support.

“We have a whole bunch of 
community challenges,” he 
said. “”At some point, these 
foils have to be given anoth-
er way. We’re going to con-
tinue to do the enforcement, 
but at some point we need to 
reach out.”

One area where police are 
falling short is in enforcing 
curfews, Commissioner Di-
ana Brown said. Children 
also need programs to help 
them avoid the violence on 
the streets, she said.

“Where’s our programs for 
children?” she said. “Tell me 
one program we’re investing 
in for the children. Some of 
these children just need to 
know you care. We need to 
involve the community to be 
a part of it. It’s going to take 
all of us. We have a curfew 
in place, but we’re not en-
forcing it.”

NOTICE OF
APPLICATION 

FOR CONSUMPTION 
OF LIQUOR, BEER, 

AND WINE LICENSE
Notice is hereby given that 
JREA Albany LLC, doing 
business as Courtyard by 
Marriott, located at 3019 

Kennsington Court, 
Albany, Georgia 31721, 
has made application for 
an Alcoholic Beverage 

License for the on-
premises consumption 

of liquor, beer, and 
wine, for consideration 

and approval by the 
appropriate governing 

authority.

This notice shall be 
published in the 
Albany Herald on 

January 8, January 10, 
and January 13, 2026, 
or on the next three (3) 
consecutive publication 

dates thereafter, 
in compliance with 

applicable law.

Special Illustration
The Albany 

Area Arts 
Council will 

present “We Be 
the Blues,” a 

landmark solo 
exhibition by 

local artist 
Botini Feb. 

5-March 6 at 
the Arts Coun-
cil’s Carnegie 

Library Gallery.
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“Those who don’t know how to weep with their 
whole heart, don’t know how to laugh either.”

Golda Meir, 
Israeli prime minister (1898-1978)

This newspaper is committed to publish-
ing fair and accurate information. Errors 
should be brought to the attention of 
Editor Carlton Fletcher at (229) 888-9300. 
Corrections or clarifications will appear 
in this space.

CORRECTIONQUOTE OF THE DAY
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SQUAWKBOX

DELIVERY QUESTIONS:  If your pa-
per hasn’t been delivered call our 
Circulation Department at 229-
888-9300. Hours are 8:30 am-5 pm 
weekdays, closed on holidays. A 
customer service representative 
will assist you. (All papers are by 
mail only and delivered by U.S. 
Postal Service.)
POSTAL SERVICE COMPLAINTS: 
If you are dissatisfied with delivery, 
ask your postmaster for a Con-
sumer Service Card and record 

your complaint. If this does not 
bring improvement, contact us at 
1-800-ASK-USPS (1-800-275-8777) or 
TTY: 711., or write your complaint 
to USPS’s Consumer Advocate 
office at: United States Postal Ser-
vice Office of the Consumer Ad-

vocate, 475 L’ Enfant Plaza SW, 
Washington, D.C. 20260
TO REPORT NEWS ITEMS: Email 
the editor at carlton.fletcher@al-
banyherald.com or call 229-888-
9300.
CLASSIFIED, DISPLAY OR ONLINE 

ADS: Advertising can be placed 
by phone, email and/or in person 
Mon.-Fri., 8:30 am - 5 pm or call 
229-888-9300. For classifieds and 
display/public notices/online ads 
email Phil Cody at phil.cody@al-
banyherald.com or call 229-888-
9300.
Our office is at 306 W. Broad Ave., 
Albany, GA 31701.
BILLING: Business hours are Mon-
day-Friday 8:30 am-5 pm, contact 
number: 229-888-9300.
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SUBSCRIPTIONS: 229-888-9300

Arrogant contractor makes 
house work a chore

Dear Eric: I have to work 
with a very arrogant person, 
and it is hard to manage his 
dismissive attitude and grumpy 
remarks.

The thing is, I am paying him 
to do work on my home. He is 
a talented and skilled person, 
but his personality is very off-
putting as he seems to hon-
estly believe he is the smart-
est person in the room, which 
is ridiculous.

He acts like everyone else is 
stupid but him. Although he 
doesn’t actually directly call me 
or anyone else stupid, his attitude 
says it clearly. Consequently, 
I dread dealing with him, but 
I do need his help right now.

How do you deal with some-
one who isn’t directly calling 
you a moron but acts like you 
are one?

I have come to believe he ac-
tually thinks he is being polite 
and helpful when his demean-
ing and rude dismissiveness is 
what is actually coming across.

– Respect, Please

Dear Respect: You may 
not be able to change this guy’s 
personality – which may be 
predisposed to arrogance and 
dismissiveness – but you can 
give him some constructive 
criticism relating to how the 
two of you interact.

Try to pick one or two things 
that you’ve noticed repeatedly 
and address them specifically, 
rather than talking to him about 
his general demeanor. It is eas-
ier to get defensive and dismis-
sive about broad statements. 
Instead, try saying something 
like, “I want to give you some 
feedback about our working 
relationship, if you’re open to 
it. I’d like to be able to commu-
nicate clearly so the project is 
successful. When I hear things 

like [here you’d insert a specific 
example], it sounds dismissive 
to me. Instead, if you’re giving 
me an update on the work, could 
you phrase it like this instead?” 
Adjust the language to suit your 
style, of course. The goal is to 
bridge the gap between inten-
tion and impact.

Working relationships thrive 
on communication, so it’s good 
to ask for what you need and to 
offer solutions for parts of the 
relationship that aren’t work-
ing for you. I hope he’s receptive 
and communicates his needs 
clearly back to you. If he’s not, 
he may not be the best person 
for the job.

Dear Eric: To your excellent 
reply to “Leftovers, Anyone?”, 
who was a bit unsettled over 
her daughter-in-law’s Friends-
giving meal mirroring her own 
Thanksgiving, I have a sugges-
tion. My wife and I are the eldest 
of our extended family and often 
host Thanksgiving. This year, 
with my wife recovering from 
surgery, we had a dish-to-pass 
non-traditional meal, where I 
cooked the main entree (grilled 
dry-rub flank steak) and every-
one brought a side dish or des-
sert. We all had a great family 
time, and no one complained 
about the lack of turkey!

– No Turkey, Still Great

Dear Still Great: I love a 
potluck holiday! Many hands 
make light(er) work.

Dear Eric: Librarian here, 
replying to “Deleted Post”, whose 
son got angry about a parent 
posting news about the letter 
writer posting a photo of the 
son’s wedding to social media. 
The letter writer wrote, “I feel 
bad because my son seems to 
feel he can forbid me from shar-

ing this news with my friends.”
I have noticed that many peo-

ple default to “owning” their so-
cial media accounts and there-
fore the right to post whatever 
they like. Friends and family 
members will take photos, or, 
sometimes worse, be browsing 
their old files and snap a pic of 
an ancient photo and share it 
online.

Enthusiastic and informed 
consent is the way to go here. 
Show the people in the photo 
the photo first. Before you post, 
ask, “Do you mind if I post this 
on [this platform]”? Every. Sin-
gle. Time.

You don’t own their faces. 
There are lots of reasons some-
one might not want a photo 
posted, ranging from it sim-
ply being an unflattering shot, 
to future employers Googling 
their name, through to hiding 
from an abusive ex or being in 
witness protection.

Even with privacy settings 
locked down, the Terms of Use 
that we all click “agree” to, usu-
ally without reading, give the 
online platform free range of 
whatever you post. The land-
scape is entirely different. The 
way we post and share must 
be, too.

– Social Media Caution

Dear Caution: This is an 
important reminder for every-
one. When it comes to some-
one’s digital footprint, it’s al-
ways better to ask permission 
than to ask for forgiveness after 
posting. And when it comes to 
sharing personal news online, 
it’s best to ask oneself, “whose 
news is this?” If it’s your news, 
you can share it. If it’s someone 
else’s news, even if that person 
is a child or close relative, get 
their OK. Or better yet, let them 
share it and follow their lead.

Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, Pa. 
19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.
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U,S, disastrous and inter-
nationally criminal foreign 
policy orchestrated by rogue 
narcissistic president and 
impotent, silent Congress is 
summarized by Rubio’s egg 
salad explanation for Ven-
ezuelan oil ceasing military 
invasion for economic and 
strategic purposes: “I assure 
you they are probably better 
off.” Well, I “assure” him, we 
are not stupid.

Have we not heard this be-
fore? “Ain’t nobody’s busi-
ness how many children I 
have. Ain’t nobody’s busi-
ness what kind of food I buy 
at the food store. Ain’t no-
body’s business how many 
wigs, tats and fake eyelashes 
I buy. Ain’t nobody’s busi-
ness telling me to get a job. 
Ain’t nobody’s business I get 
section 8 housing.”  But if I 
work and pay taxes, it is cer-
tainly my business. 

Sorry, Canada, looks like 
Venezuela will become 
America’s 51st state.

The Herald article about 
this new city chaplain, 
preacher Smith, being ap-
pointed? Does he receive a 
salary? Article says nothing 
about a salary, so is it an hon-
orary appointment or is he 
buddies with the city com-
missioners and gets paid for 
what seems like should be an 
honorary appointment? 

Cancer impacts us all. 
Your article brought it a little 
closer to home for a lot of us.

As a commissioner, Jon 
Howard is dedicated and 
sincere. Here again, howev-
er, is this passive, dismissive, 
allowing rhetoric: “encour-
age residents ... to resolve 
to clean up.” How about, 
“You’re a pig and disrespect-
ful; it’s illegal; we’ll find you 
and severely fine you and 
throw your buttocks in jail”?

My health insurance from 
my job went up 8% this year. 
Thanks Don and Brian.

Fletcher, mentioning the 
Queen Bee radio station 
brings back fond memories. 
Boy, I wish we could bring it 
back. ... That’s what happens 
when you let crooks run 
things.

The letter to the editor 
concerning tax increases and 
payments to former County 
Manager Michael McCoy all 
goes back to preacher Loren-
zo. It was his racist rants 
about McCoy being a “white 
man’s Negro” and then get-
ting his fellow stooge com-
missioners to vote to fire 
McCoy. Preacher Lorenzo 
seems to like to call others 
ignorant, but his ignorance 
is costing all of us money. 

Come on, crybaby Bulldog 
fans, UGA needs better play-
ers not coaches.  

So Trump says he’s now 
in charge of Venezuela. I 
hope he does a better job 
there than he’s done in this 
country. That Man Without 
a Family

Biden let Venezuelan 
druggies and crooks in and 
gave them free rent and cash 
from your hard-earned tax 
dollars. President Trump 
used that same money to 
yank narco dictator Madu-
ro and wife outta bed in the 
middle of the night and jail 
them stateside.

squawkbox@albanyherald.com

ARIES (March 21-April 
19): If you’ve been waiting to 
launch something in your 
career or as a side gig, today 
could be the day to get a great 
outcome if your individual 
cycles are also strong enough. 
Share from the heart.

TAURUS (April 20-May 
20): Communications could 
be favorably exchanged, 
information should be under-
standable, and audiences 
should be receptive. Share 
some joy and play, laughter 
can be deeply healing.

GEMINI (May 21-June 
20): Seeing the deeper ways 
relationships and systems 
link together could shed some 
interesting light. In commu-
nity, all flourish together. 
Some time at home could 
recharge drained inner bat-
teries.

CANCER (June 21-July 
22): Support from those 
closest means so much, you 
and someone important 
could both be willing to go the 
extra mile now if needed. 
Despite a high-scoring day, 
an emotional plea could fall 
flat.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): 
Your health could be improv-
ing or may soon. Try to de-
stigmatize healthy needs. If 
debating between presenting 
facts versus making a more 
emotional appeal, read your 
room. Either or both could be 
the right approach.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22): Your instincts could be 
begging you to lighten up — 
creation and play are two of 
the most enlivening and 
replenishing activities, yet 
they are seldom prioritized. 
Feed your inner child if you 
can.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
22): You could be seeing 
some real progress in projects 
you’ve been working on. 
Home-based businesses and 
remote work can be favored 
now. Some time spent in self-
examination could yield new 
insights.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 
21): Reformulate your 
thoughts. You may have been 
temporarily blinded, give a 
rethink to a matter that’s 
been at the forefront of your 
mind. Reach out to a friend 
who might need support.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21): A continued 
focus on financial matters 
should bring helpful solu-
tions. Pay attention to wise 
advice. You could come 
across as a little resistant 
today, even with love in your 
heart.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- 
Jan. 19): A sexy vibe contin-
ues. Like the old song, you 
could be too sexy for your 
_____. If you enjoy the 
attention, have fun. If it’s 
uncomfortable, whip out your 
boundaries and keep them 
strong.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20- 
Feb. 18): Some people have 
an inner dialog, some do not. 
If you do, it could be talking 
up a storm today, pay atten-
tion to inner insights. A 
shared money situation could 
be thorny or emotional.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20): A friend circle, a tribe, a 
crew, your homies, whatever 
you call your closest commu-
nity, the spotlight is on them. 
Also highlighted are any 
group memberships. Build 
something with your people.

IF TODAY IS YOUR 
BIRTHDAY: You’ve got the 
glow for sure during your 
birthday month, you might 
stop traffic. Some thrive on 
this kind of attention, some 
don’t. If it’s not your idea of a 
good time you’ll need extra-
strength boundaries. Listen 
to the advice of those you 
respect, they could be onto 
something very important for 
you. Your sense of self could 
be strong, don’t let someone 
who isn’t truly loyal upend 
that. By February you could 
have some challenges that 
disrupt your logic and strate-
gies, don’t take this person-
ally. Early to mid-March 
could impel you to make a 
move that wouldn’t improve 
matters at all, don’t let a neg-
ative mindset drive actions. 
By April if not late March, the 
road through 2026 smooths 
out a lot. You could enjoy 
improved cash flow, loving 
family, new beginnings, fame, 
career drive, being on your 
perfect path, and overarching 
protection and support. 
Sounds good. Head down in 
the beginning of the year and 
this can be your reward.

TODAY IN
HISTORY

1790: President George 
Washington delivered the 
first State of the Union 
address in New York City.

1815: Major General 
Andrew Jackson led Ameri-
can forces to victory against 
British troops in the Battle of 
New Orleans, the final major 
engagement of the War of 
1812. The battle was fought 
after the Treaty of Ghent was 
signed, but before the news 
reached the armies.

1867: African American 
men gained the right to vote 
in the District of Columbia 
after the Republican-con-
trolled Senate overrode Pres-
ident Andrew Johnson’s 
veto.

1912: The African Nation-
al Congress (ANC) was 
founded in South Africa. The 
organization, which later 
played a major role in the 
fight against apartheid, is 

now the country’s governing 
political party.

1942: Theoretical physi-
cist Stephen Hawking, 
known for his work on black 
holes and relativity, was 
born.

1959: Charles de Gaulle 
became the first president of 
the French Fifth Republic.

1964: President Lyndon 
B. Johnson, in his State of 
the Union address, declared 
an “unconditional war on 
poverty in America”.

1994: Russian cosmonaut 
Valeri Polyakov began his 
record-breaking 437-day and 
18-hour spaceflight aboard 
the Mir space station.

2011: U.S. Representative 
Gabby Giffords was shot and 
seriously wounded during an 
assassination attempt in Ari-
zona, which resulted in the 
deaths of six other people. 

CALENDAR OF OBSERVANCES
•	 Argyle Day
•	 Earth’s Rotation Day
•	 Elvis Presley’s Birthday
•	 International Typing Day (also 

known as World Typing Day)
•	 National Bubble Bath Day
•	 National Career Coach Day
•	 National English Toffee Day
•	 National JoyGerm Day

•	 National Male Watchers Day
•	 National Snuggle a Chicken 

Day
•	 National Take the Stairs Day
•	 National Winter Skin Relief Day
•	 Show and Tell Day at Work
•	 War on Poverty Day
•	 Word Nerd Day 

It’s said that good habits come 
from resisting temptation. Un-
lucky Louie has the bad habit 
of playing too fast, and his re-
sults show it.

Louie was declarer at four 
hearts, and West led the king 
of spades. With not a moment’s 
thought, Louie took dummy’s ace, 
drew trumps and led a diamond 
from dummy to his queen.

East won the next diamond 
with the jack and returned a 
spade, and West took his ten 
and queen. The defense also 
got a club for down one.

ERROR
Louie can resist anything but 

temptation; he made a begin-
ner’s error at Trick One. Louie 
must let the king of spades win 
(a “Bath Coup”) so West can’t 
safely continue spades.

If West shifts to a trump, Louie 
wins in dummy and leads a dia-
mond to his queen. He leads a 
trump to dummy and returns a 

second diamond.
When East’s jack wins, he leads 

a spade to force out the ace. But 
Louie ruffs a diamond, dropping 
East’s ace, and returns a trump 
to dummy to pitch his last spade 
on the king. He loses a club but 
makes game.

DAILY QUESTION
You hold: ♠ J 4 2 ♥ A K 10 9 

4 ♦ Q 8 ♣ A 10 4. Your partner 
opens one diamond, you bid 
one heart and he raises to three 
hearts. What do you say?

ANSWER: Partner has about 
17 points with four-card heart 
support.

He didn’t open 1NT, so his hand 
will be shapely. A grand slam is 
likely. Cue-bid four clubs. Then if 
partner cue-bids four diamonds, 
bid five hearts to ask him to go 
on with a “control” in the unbid 
spade suit. He may hold A Q 3, 
Q 8 5 2, A K J 9 4, 5.

South dealer
N-S vulnerable

Good and bad habits
Daily Bridge ClubDaily Bridge Club

Thursday, January 8, 2026

It’s said that good habits come 
from resisting temptation. Unlucky 
Louie has the bad habit of playing too 
fast, and his results show it.

Louie was declarer at four hearts, 
and West led the king of spades. With 
not a moment’s thought, Louie took 
dummy’s ace, drew trumps and led a 
diamond from dummy to his queen. 
East won the next diamond with the 
jack and returned a spade, and West 
took his ten and queen. The defense 
also got a club for down one.

                          
ERROR

     
Louie can resist anything but 

temptation; he made a beginner’s 
error at Trick One. Louie must let the 
king of spades win (a “Bath Coup”) 
so West can’t safely continue spades.

If West shifts to a trump, Louie wins 
in dummy and leads a diamond to his 
queen. He leads a trump to dummy 
and returns a second diamond.

When East’s jack wins, he leads a 
spade to force out the ace. But Louie 
ruffs a diamond, dropping East’s ace, 
and returns a trump to dummy to 
pitch his last spade on the king. He 
loses a club but makes game.

                       
DAILY QUESTION

     
You hold:  ♠ J 4 2   ♥ ♥ A K 10 9 4   

♦ ♦ Q 8   ♣ A 10 4. Your partner opens 
one diamond, you bid one heart and 
he raises to three hearts. What do 

you say?
ANSWER: Partner has about 17 

points with four-card heart support. 
He didn’t open 1NT, so his hand 
will be shapely. A grand slam is 
likely. Cue-bid four clubs. Then if 
partner cue-bids four diamonds, bid 
five hearts to ask him to go on with a 
“control” in the unbid spade suit. He 
may hold A Q 3, Q 8 5 2, A K J 9 4, 5.

South dealer
N-S vulnerable

 NORTH
 ♠ A 5 3
 ♥ ♥ Q J 8 7
 ♦ ♦ K 6 5 3
 ♣ 7 3

WEST EAST
♠ K Q 10 9 ♠ 8 7 6
♥ ♥ 6 3 ♥ ♥ 5 2
♦ ♦ 10 9 7 2 ♦ ♦ A J 4
♣ K J 9 ♣ Q 8 6 5 2

 SOUTH
 ♠ J 4 2
 ♥ ♥ A K 10 9 4
 ♦ ♦ Q 8
 ♣ A 10 4

South West North East
1 ♥ ♥ Pass 3 ♥ ♥ Pass
4 ♥ ♥ All Pass

     
Opening lead – ♠ K

©2026 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

Good and bad habits
By FRANK STEWART
Tribune Content Agency

By Frank Stewart
Tribune Content Agency



4A ♦ THURSDAY, JANUARY 8, 2026 ♦ ALBANYHERALD.COM

SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS: 
EMAIL: carlton.fletcher@albanyherald.com

MAIL: Albany Herald News
306 W. Broad Avenue, Albany GA, 31701

Not long after my wife and I learned that we were 
expecting a child in 2024, it became exceedingly 
evident that I needed to upgrade my car to some-
thing more family-friendly. My nearly 20-year-old, 
bright red, five-speed Ford Mustang just 
wouldn’t cut it. Mustang back seats just 
aren’t made for convenient baby car-seat 
usage.

This wasn’t exactly a surprising revela-
tion, but car prices since the last time I 
had purchased one were absolutely eye-
opening. After weeks of research and 
test-drives, my wife and I ultimately 
settled on a new midsize SUV in 2024. 
Was it over-priced? Maybe, but prices 
have continued to surge since then.

The average cost of a new car is now more than 
$50,000, but what’s behind this trend? While there 
are a host of factors, it may not surprise readers to 
learn that the government plays a central role in 
this phenomenon, from provoking trade disputes 
to perpetuating restrictive franchise laws, and to 
promoting lawsuit abuse for far too long.

In an effort to encourage people to buy American 
and encourage industrial reshoring, the White 
House has picked trade fights with foreign coun-
tries and imposed tariffs on a host of them. Unlike 
what the pro-tariff crowd says, these are little more 
than taxes levied at the border, which are then 
baked into the cost of goods and passed onto con-
sumers. This is especially true for new cars.

“No vehicle made at an assembly plant in the 
United States is 100% made here,” Kelley Blue 
Book noted. “Even Tesla sources its parts from 
other countries. This means that with tariffs, car 
prices will increase for American car buyers. […] 
Shoppers can expect the tariffs to increase car 
prices by as much as $6,000 on vehicles priced 
under $40,000.”

That is painful, as is the impact of outdated fran-
chise laws, like we have here in Georgia. Under 
state law, car manufacturers, like Ford, GM and so 
forth, are largely barred from selling directly to 
consumer. Nearly all new vehicles must be pur-
chased from an independent, third-party dealer-
ship — essentially a middleman — and this curious 
policy is found in a number of states and dates to a 
bygone era.

“From the 1930–1950 period when there were 
few manufacturers and many dealers, and the deal-
ers felt the terms of their relationship were one-
sided, dealers were not guaranteed any inventory, 
manufacturers could terminate dealers without 
cause, and dealers could be forced to accept cars 

regardless of whether they could sell them,” accord-
ing to the Cato Institute.  “Dealers also worried 
about manufacturers distributing cars directly and 
competing with franchised dealers.”

As a result of these concerns, states 
rushed to pass auto dealer franchise laws 
to the detriment of consumers. This adds 
to the cost of car ownership. A 2009 
report from the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice estimated that this increased the 
price of car ownership by 8.6%. If that 
percentage has remained constant, then 
that adds more than $4,000 to the aver-
age cost of a car today.

Then there is the legal system that has 
long burdened car manufacturers, and two Peach 
State cases epitomize this. “[Ford] was found liable 
in the deaths of two Georgia couples and ordered 
to pay $1.7 billion and $2.5 billion, respectively, to 
their families. […] With these two verdicts, Ford 
held the dubious honor of having two of the three 
highest verdicts in the state,” the Atlanta Journal 
Constitution reported.

“Both cases alleged Ford sold more than 5 million 
Super Duty trucks with weak roofs between the 
vehicle model years 1999 and 2016. The plaintiffs 
alleged Ford knew the roofs in those trucks were 
prone to crushing occupants in rollover situations.” 
Georgia lawmakers have reformed the tort system, 
but pre-existing cases like these still weigh heavily 
on auto makers.

Of course, not everything is the government’s 
fault. Safety features, new technologies, an array of 
sensors and computerized devices are costly and 
increase automobile price tags. Despite this, the 
government plays an outsized role in mounting 
auto costs, and this is leaving many Americans in a 
lurch.

“Increasingly stretched consumers are starting to 
draw the line on what they will pay for a new car, 
according to dealers, analysts and industry data,” 
the Wall Street Journal reports. “Car buyers are 
downsizing, buying used vehicles, taking on longer 
car loans and holding out for deals.”

These are smarter approaches. Nobody wants a 
car payment the size of a mortgage, but if Geor-
gians want more affordable vehicles, then it takes 
the government adopting free-market policies, like 
reforming franchise laws and adopting more pru-
dent means of securing favorable trade deals. In the 
absence of that, prices will likely continue to climb. 
Thankfully, my wife and I already upgraded before 
the market worsened. 

I’m writing this column on the morning of Jan. 3, 
with initial news trickling in. “The facts” are still 
thin, and some of them will likely turn out to be 
either incomplete or not “facts” at all, but 
a few real facts are foundational and not 
subject to change. Let’s go through them:

First, U.S. president Trump’s attack on 
Venezuela is illegal under U.S. law and 
should result in his impeachment, convic-
tion, removal from office, and eventually 
imprisonment. Congress has not declared 
war on Venezuela; therefore Trump has 
zero authority to wage said war. But he’s 
been doing so at low intensity for months and just 
kicked it into high gear with multiple strikes on, and 
the abduction of the titular “leader” of Venezuela.

Second, Trump’s attack on Venezuela is an illegal 
war of aggression under international law -- and 
since the Venezuelan regime is a member state of 
the International Criminal Court, Trump and every-
one below him in the chain of command who par-
ticipates in it are now subject to indictment, arrest 
and prosecution for all of the crimes the attack 
entails.

Third, Trump’s attack on Venezuela was entirely 
optional. There was no plausible, let alone immi-
nent, threat against the United States by the Vene-
zuelan regime that could have served as an excuse 
for “retaliation” or any plea of “necessity.” What-
ever Trump’s reason for ordering the attack (per-
sonally, I suspect it’s just another attempt to distract 
from his long, close, personal relationship with 

Jeffrey Epstein), those reasons are his own, not 
“America’s.”

Fourth, the whole thing is indescribably stupid 
and evil. U.S. troops’ lives are being put 
at risk. U.S. taxpayers’ money is being 
wasted. And the operation has the mak-
ings of extending that risk and increasing 
that waste by way of reproducing past 
“regime change”/”nation-building” fias-
cos such as South Vietnam, Iraq and 
Afghanistan.

The very best possible outcome of the 
attack is that the Venezuelan people rise 

up, overthrow the current regime, and replace it 
with something more to their liking -- but probably 
not to the Washington, D.C., regime’s liking. Which 
they could have done at any time, without Trump’s 
help, had they chosen to.

The more likely outcome is that U.S. forces will 
install a puppet/quisling regime to rule Venezuela 
to Trump’s (and Big Oil’s) liking, then spend years 
bleeding American blood and treasure into the place 
before an ignominious departure (with or without 
formal surrender).

What’s not likely is that Trump and his accom-
plices will be removed from office/power, charged 
under U.S. law, or extradited for trial under inter-
national law.

That’s a shame. Letting violent criminals get away 
with violent crimes is an invitation to continue com-
mitting those crimes.

So much for a peaceful 2026.

This essay is the first in an 
eight-week reflection on moral 
clarity.

Not long ago, a cashier handed 
me back too much 
change. It wasn’t a 
dramatic moment. No 
one else noticed. I 
could have slipped the 
bills into my pocket 
and walked out with-
out consequence.

Most of us know 
how that moment 
feels.

Something inside pauses. A 
voice, quiet but firm, asks what 
kind of person we are when no 
one is watching. That voice is 
conscience. And it matters. But 
it also raises a deeper question: 
Why does it matter?

We live in a time when moral 
language is everywhere. We 
speak easily about values, justice 
and compassion. Yet many peo-
ple feel uncertain about what 
those words actually require of 
them, especially when doing the 
right thing costs something. Cost 
might mean losing a sale by tell-
ing the truth, standing by a 
neighbor when gossip would be 
easier, refusing a shortcut at 
work that everyone else seems to 
take, or keeping your word when 
breaking it would never be dis-
covered.

Those moments are rarely 
public. But they are decisive.

Conscience is a precious 
human faculty. It alerts us when 
something feels wrong and 
nudges us toward what feels 
right. But conscience alone is 
fragile. It can be shaped by habit, 
dulled by convenience, or trained 
to justify what we already want 
to do. If feeling strongly were 
enough to determine right and 
wrong, then morality would shift 
with emotion, pressure or cir-
cumstance.

We see this every day. One 
person feels justified in cutting 
corners because “everyone does 
it.” Another feels morally certain 
about a position today and 
equally certain of its opposite a 
few years later. When moral 
judgment rests only on feeling, it 
bends easily to self-interest. 
What feels right becomes what-
ever costs the least in the 
moment.

A moral center is something 
deeper. It is the conviction that 
there truly is a way things ought 
to be, not because we feel it 
intensely, but because right and 
wrong are anchored in some-
thing steadier than emotion or 
convenience. They are rooted in 
memory, in tradition, in truths 
carried and tested across gener-
ations, truths meant to outlast 
our moods and protect us when 
pressure rises.

In the Torah’s understanding, 
morality is not a human inven-
tion. It flows from a founda-
tional claim: that the world was 

created by God, and 
that moral truth 
reflects His will rather 
than human prefer-
ence. Because life has 
a Creator, life has 
inherent dignity. 
Because creation has 
purpose, right and 
wrong are not nego-

tiable. Honesty, restraint, justice 
and compassion are not cultural 
fashions; They are obligations 
woven into the fabric of exis-
tence itself.

This understanding is not 
unique to Judaism. The Torah 
and the Christian Scriptures 
share this conviction: that good-
ness is real because it comes 
from God, and that human 
beings are accountable not only 
to one another but to Him. 
Across generations of Scripture, 
morality is presented not as sen-
timent, but as responsibility.

Most people already sense 
this. Something in us recoils 
when the vulnerable are exploit-
ed, when strength is used to 
dominate rather than protect, 
when promises are broken with-
out remorse. That reaction is 
more than social conditioning. It 
is a recognition — sometimes 
faint, sometimes forceful — that 
goodness is binding, even when 
it is inconvenient.

The Torah teaches that the 
Jewish people were entrusted 
with a particular responsibility 
in this moral landscape: not to 
own truth, but to preserve and 
transmit it; not to claim superi-
ority, but to testify that moral 
clarity comes from God and 
therefore stands above time, cul-
ture and power. This calling was 
never meant to erase differences 
between faiths, but to remind 
the world that morality does not 
begin with us and does not end 
with us.

A moral center does not sup-
press individuality. It clarifies it. 
It shifts the guiding question 
from “What do I feel like doing?” 
to “What is the honest and right 
thing to do here?” It strengthens 
conscience by anchoring it to 
something that does not move 
when convenience whispers or 
pressure mounts.

You don’t have to have every 
answer or sign on to every doc-
trine to begin. The first step is 
simpler and more demanding: 
recognizing that goodness is 
real, that it comes from God, and 
that our choices matter because 
of that truth.

Most of us already feel that 
pull. The question is whether we 
are willing to stand by it.

Thank government for high car prices

The moral center we stand on

Marc Hyden is the senior director of state government affairs at the R Street Institute. Follow him on X at @
marc_hyden.

Yonatan Hambourger is a rabbi and teacher. He welcomes questions 
and comments at y@TasteofTorah.org. More of his work can be 

found at www.TasteofTorah.org.
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“When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought 
as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things.”

1 Corinthians 13:11
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All times Eastern. Start times can vary based 
on cable/satellite provider. Confirm times on 
your on-screen guide.

His & Hers
Netflix  New Series
There are two sides to every story, which 
means someone is always lying. This twisty, 
psychological thriller is set in the sweltering 
heat of Atlanta, where Anna (Tessa Thomp-
son) lives as a recluse, fading away from 
her friends and career as a news anchor. 
But when she overhears about a murder 
in Dahlonega — the sleepy town where she 
grew up — Anna is snapped back to life, 
pouncing on the case and searching for an-
swers. Detective Jack Harper (Jon Bernthal) 
is strangely suspicious of her involvement, 
chasing her into the crosshairs of his own 
investigation.

CFP Semifinal:  
Vrbo Fiesta Bowl
ESPN, 7:30 p.m. Live
A berth in the national championship game 
is on the line in the Vrbo Fiesta Bowl semifi-
nal matchup at State Farm Stadium in Glen-
dale, Arizona.

9-1-1
ABC, 8 p.m.  Midseason Premiere
Hen’s (Aisha Hinds) attempts at keeping her 
mysterious health issues private are start-
ing to impact more than just her physical 
well-being in the midseason premiere “Se-
crets.”

Golden Eve
CBS, 8 p.m.
Sarah Jessica Parker is presented with the 
Golden Globes’ Carol Burnett Award and 
Dame Helen Mirren receives the Cecil B. 
DeMille Award in this new hourlong special. 
Golden Eve offers viewers an unprecedented 
insider’s look at the honorees’ legacy, per-
sonal stories, unforgettable Golden Globes 
moments and curated career retrospec-
tives.

Hell’s Kitchen
FOX, 8 p.m.
The culinary competition nears the season 
finale with the new episodes “Queens of the 
Kitchen” and “Who’s the Boss.” The final four 
chefs are given only 10 minutes and $25 to 
grocery shop for their first challenge’s dish. 
Later, they’re tasked with making an aes-
thetically pleasing dish for Gordon Ramsay’s 
social media followers who will help decide 
which chef survives the challenge.

Law & Order
NBC, 8 p.m.  Midseason Premiere
An injured woman’s sudden disappearance 
from the hospital leads to a murder investiga-
tion in the midseason premiere “Snowflakes.”

9-1-1: Nashville
ABC, 9 p.m.  Midseason Premiere
Season 1 of the procedural drama contin-
ues with “You’ve Been Boarded.” Nashville 

is under siege, and each missed ransom 
escalates the stakes and descends the city 
deeper into chaos.

The Valley: Persian Style
Bravo, 9 p.m.  New Series
This spinoff of The Valley follows a tightknit 
group of Persian friends who have traded 
Beverly Hills for suburban life in the Valley. 
As they juggle marriages, parenthood and 
thriving careers, cracks in their relationships 
— both between lovers and friends — begin 
to emerge.

Law & Order:  
Special Victims Unit
NBC, 9 p.m.  Midseason Premiere
Season 27 resumes with “Purity,” in which the 
hunt for a murder suspect uncovers a crime 
with shocking legal and ethical implications.

Grey’s Anatomy
ABC, 10 p.m.  Midseason Premiere
Season 22 of the medical drama continues 
with the winter premiere “Skyfall.”

The Hunting Party
NBC, 10 p.m.  Midseason Premiere
The high-concept crime procedural about a 
small team of investigators led by former FBI 
profiler Rebecca “Bex” Henderson (Melissa 
Roxburgh) assigned to track down some of 
the most dangerous fugitives is back for Sea-
son 2. This season’s guest stars include Eric 
McCormack, Finnigan McCormack, Kelsey 
Grammer, Niecy Nash-Betts, Elizabeth Gillies 
and Jefferson White.

From the editors of  
TV Weekly and tvinsider.com
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Bad Boys for Life (2020, Action) 
Will Smith, Martin Lawrence FX, 
5:30 p.m. 

The Princess Diaries (2001, Chil-
dren) Julie Andrews, Anne Hatha-
way Freeform, 5:50 p.m. 

Indiana Jones and the Raiders 
of the Lost Ark (1981, Adventure) 
Harrison Ford, Karen Allen SHO, 
6 p.m. 

Fatherhood (2021, Comedy-drama) 
Kevin Hart, Alfre Woodard BET, 
7 p.m. 

The Replacements (2000, Com-
edy) Keanu Reeves, Gene Hackman 
AMC, 7 p.m. 

Billy & Molly: An Otter Love Story 
(2024, Documentary) Billy Mail, Su-
san Mail NGC, 7:13 p.m. 

Gone in 60 Seconds (2000, Ac-
tion) Nicolas Cage, Angelina Jolie 
FX, 8 p.m. 

The Stepdaughter (2024, Sus-
pense) Annie Ilonzeh, Blue Kimble 
LMN, 8 p.m. 

Zero Dark Thirty (2012, Drama) 
Jessica Chastain, Jason Clarke Par-
amount, 9 p.m. 

Rocky V (1990, Drama) Sylvester 
Stallone, Talia Shire BBC America, 
9:30 p.m. 

My Cousin Vinny (1992, Comedy) 
Joe Pesci, Marisa Tomei AMC, 
9:45 p.m. 

Ford v Ferrari (2019, Historical 
drama) Matt Damon, Christian Bale 
FX, 10:30 p.m. 

MOVIES  
YOU’LL LOVE

‘My Cousin Vinny’
20TH CENTURY FOX 

LINDSAY SIU, NBC 

‘The Hunting 
Party’ What  

to watch

Star of the Month:  
Jean Arthur
TCM, beginning at 8 p.m.

Turner Classic Movies’ Thursday night 
salute to the froggy-voiced Jean Arthur 
(pictured) continues tonight. The Academy 
Award nominee was known for several 
comedies in the 1930s and 1940s, a few of 
which start the evening, including 1937’s 
Easy Living and the more darker buddy 
comedy History is Made at Night. Imme-
diately following is Arthur’s breakthrough 
role: at age 34, she starred in John Ford’s 
The Whole Town’s Talking (1935), a gang-

CATCH A 
CLASSIC

COLUMBIA PICTURES 

ster farce where she portrayed a coworker 
of Edward G. Robinson, who appears in 
dual roles as a mild-mannered clerk and 
the gangster he closely resembles. Her film 
marathon continues late into the evening 
with Too Many Husbands (1940) and 
Public Hero No. 1 (1935).

All times Eastern. Start times can vary based 
on cable/satellite provider. Confirm times on 
your on-screen guide.

Alpha Males
Netflix  Season Premiere

Heartwarming, hilarious, ironic and incisive, 
the ensemble comedy series returns for 
Season 4 and continues to follow four men 
in their 40s adjusting to the new world of 
gender equality.

People We Meet 
on Vacation
Netflix  Original Film

Based on Emily Henry’s bestselling rom-com 
novel, the film follows free-spirited Poppy 
(Emily Bader) and routine-planner Alex (Tom 
Blyth), who have been unlikely best friends 
(they live in different cities but spend every 
summer vacation together) for a decade and 
are now wondering if they could be a perfect 
romantic match.

CFP Semifinal:  
Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl
ESPN, 7:30 p.m. Live

And then there were two. The remaining 
participants for the Jan. 19 title game is 
determined at the Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl 
semifinal tilt in Atlanta.

Celebrity Wheel of Fortune
ABC, 8 p.m.  Midseason Premiere

Max Greenfield, D’Arcy Carden and Timothy 
Simons are the celebrity contestants 
spinning the world’s most famous wheel to 
solve puzzles for a chance to win $1 million 
for the charity of their choice.

Figure Skating: Prevagen 
U.S. Championships
NBC, 8 p.m. Live

Coverage of the Prevagen U.S. Figure Skating 
Championships from St. Louis continues with 
the pairs and women’s free skates.

Masters of Illusion 
The CW, 9 p.m.
Magicians featured in the new episode “Blades, 
Fire and Random Risks” include Adam Wylie, 
Ed Alonzo, Scott Pepper, My Uyen, Jeki Yoo, Joel 
Meyers, Eric Eaton, Ivan Amodei, Trino, David 
Goldrake, Eric Jones and Jarol Martin.

From the editors of  
TV Weekly and tvinsider.com
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January 9, 2026

Sins of the Father (2025, 
Suspense) Kirsten Comerford, Kiera 
Laidman LMN, 6 p.m. 

Bridesmaids (1997, Comedy-
drama) Charlene Gonzales, Ina 
Raymundo WE, 6:55 p.m. 

The Hunger Games (2012, Science 
fiction) Jennifer Lawrence, Josh 
Hutcherson AMC, 7 p.m. 

Twister (1996, Action) Helen Hunt, 
Bill Paxton IFC, 7:15 p.m. 

The Pastor Who Preys (2026, 
Suspense) Amanda Nicholas, Daniel 
Stine LMN, 8 p.m. 

Vicious (2025, Horror) Dakota 
Fanning, Kathryn Hunter SHO, 8 p.m. 

The Social Network (2010, Drama) 
Jesse Eisenberg, Andrew Garfield 
VH1, 9 p.m. 

Forrest Gump (1994, Comedy-
drama) Tom Hanks, Robin Wright 
Paramount, 9:15 p.m. 

A Low Down Dirty Shame (1994, 
Action) Keenen Ivory Wayans, 
Charles S. Dutton BET, 10 p.m. 

Renfield (2023, Horror) Nicholas 
Hoult, Nicolas Cage SYFY, 10 p.m. 

The Hobbit: An Unexpected 
Journey (2012, Fantasy) Ian 
McKellen, Martin Freeman TNT, 
10:30 p.m. 

The Terminal (2004, Comedy-
drama) Tom Hanks, Catherine Zeta-
Jones MGM, 11:40 p.m. 

MOVIES  
YOU’LL LOVE

‘The Hunger Games’
MURRAY CLOSE 

DANIEL ESCALE, NETFLIX

‘People 
We Meet 
on Vacation’

 What  
to watch

TCM Spotlight:  
Flashback Fridays
TCM, beginning at 8 p.m.

In this edition of TCM’s Flashback Fridays, 
where the film’s stories are told through 
flashbacks, the network concentrates on 
some of the best films from the 1940s. 
Indulge in 1944’s Double Indemnity 
(pictured), nominated for seven Oscars, 
including Best Picture, Best Director for 
Billy Wilder and Best Actress for Barbara 
Stanwyck. Stanwyck’s performance as a 
scheming seductress who convinces an 
insurance salesman (Fred MacMurray) to 
do away with her husband after the latter 
signs a double indemnity clause in his life 
insurance policy is a must-see. Next is The 
Killers (1946), starring Burt Lancaster and 

CATCH A 
CLASSIC

PARAMOUNT PICTURES 

Ava Gardner in another Oscar-nominated 
tale, based on an Ernest Hemingway short 
story, of murder and treachery involving 
a beautiful woman. Then get lost in 1945’s 
Mildred Pierce, starring Joan Crawford in 
an Oscar-winning performance as a mother 
who, despite her best efforts to support a 
spoiled, selfish daughter, eventually gets 
caught up in a complex web of murder and 
intrigue. The evening’s other “flashback” 
films are The Locket (1946), starring 
Robert Mitchum, and 1949’s D.O.A., with 
Edmond O’Brien.

T
V
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close to home John McPherson the family circus Bil Keane

beetle bailey Mort & Greg Walker

the born loser Art & Chip Sansom hagar the horrible Chris Browne

Pickles Brian Crane

sudoku instructions: 
Each row, column and set of 3-by-3 
boxes must contain the numbers 1 
through 9 without repitition.

Dance the Night Away today’s answer: Student

today’s sudoku solu-
tion: 

today’s whatzit solution: 

garfield Jim Davis Pooch cafe Paul Gilligan

blondie Dean Young & John Marshall

zits Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott Peanuts Charles M. Schulz

today’s solution: 
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close to home John McPherson the family circus Bil Keane

beetle bailey Mort & Greg Walker

the born loser Art & Chip Sansom hagar the horrible Chris Browne

Pickles Brian Crane

sudoku instructions: 
Each row, column and set of 3-by-3 
boxes must contain the numbers 1 
through 9 without repitition.

Bring on the clowns today’s answer: In the Vault

today’s sudoku solu-
tion: 

today’s whatzit solution: 

garfield Jim Davis Pooch cafe Paul Gilligan

blondie Dean Young & John Marshall

zits Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott Peanuts Charles M. Schulz

today’s solution: 
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Amazon executive keynote speaker at King Day dinner
ALBANY -- The Albany Area 

Chamber of Commerce, in 
partnership with Albany State 
University and the King Day 
Celebration Committee, has 
announced that Terreta Rod-
gers, head of Community Af-
fairs for Amazon’s Georgia 
Region, will be the keynote 
speaker for the 2026 Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Dinner, 
scheduled Jan. 15 at Albany 
State University’s West Cam-
pus Student Center.

Presented by Colony Bank, 

the annual MLK Dinner brings 
together business, civic, and 
community leaders to honor 
the legacy of Martin Luther 
King Jr. through reflection, 
dialogue, and celebration of 
leadership and service. Com-
pany tables for the event are 
filling quickly, and organiza-
tions are encouraged to re-
serve their seats early.

Rodgers is a respected lead-
er in corporate and commu-
nity engagement, overseeing 
Amazon’s local external af-
fairs strategy across the state, 
event officials said in a news 

release. Her work focuses 
on strengthening commu-
nity partnerships, support-
ing economic development, 
and advancing initiatives cen-
tered on education and work 
force opportunity. With more 
than 20 years of experience 
in public service, corporate 
relations, government affairs, 
and brand marketing, Rodg-
ers began her career in public 
service, including roles with 
the office of the mayor of At-
lanta and as a press secretary 
for Vice President Al Gore.

Rodgers holds a bachelor’s 

degree in Mass Media Arts 
from Clark Atlanta Univer-
sity and a Master of Public 
Administration degree from 
Georgia State University. She 
is a member of Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority Inc. and serves 
on several civic and business 
boards throughout Georgia. 
Her commitment to leader-
ship and community impact 
closely aligns with the prin-
ciples and legacy of King.

In addition to the keynote 
address, the 2026 MLK Dinner 
will include the presentation 
of two educational scholar-

ships to Albany State Uni-
versity and the awarding of 
a chamber-sponsored mem-
bership for a diverse small 
business in the area.

The event is presented by 
Colony Bank, whose contin-
ued support helps make this 
community tradition possible. 

Businesses and organiza-
tions interested in reserving 
company tables are encour-
aged to contact Mary Bick-
erstaff at the Albany Area 
Chamber of Commerce at 
(229) 434-8700.

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

Terreta Rodgers

Colquitt Regional Health System cancer 
center receives national accreditation

MOULTRIE – Colquitt Re-
gional Health System announced 
that the Edwards Cancer Center 
has earned national accredita-
tion from the American College 
of Surgeons Commission on Can-
cer. This recognition affirms the 
center’s commitment to deliver-
ing high-quality, evidence-based 
cancer care and ensures that 
patients can access nationally 
aligned standards of treatment 
close to home, hospital officials 
said in a news release.

Commission on Cancer ac-
creditation is awarded to can-
cer programs that meet or ex-
ceed rigorous standards across 
the full continuum of care, from 
prevention and early detection 
to treatment, survivorship, and 
long-term follow-up. As part of 
this rigorous review, the Edwards 
Cancer Center demonstrated full 
compliance with all accreditation 
requirements.

“This accreditation represents 
years of hard work and dedica-
tion from our oncology team,” 
Colquitt Regional President and 
CEO Jim Matney said. “Our mis-
sion has always been to ensure 
that patients in our community 
receive the same level of cancer 
care they would expect at larger 
centers across the country with-
out having to leave southwest 
Georgia.”

 As a designated community 
cancer center, the Edwards Cancer 
Center now joins approximately 
1,500 Commission on Cancer-
accredited programs nationwide. 
These centers follow the same 
evidence-based protocols and 
national quality benchmarks de-
signed to improve patient out-
comes and promote consistency 
in cancer care.

“Our providers and staff are 
deeply committed to delivering 
cancer care that is guided by the 
latest clinical research and best 

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

APD makes 
arrest in 

aggravated 
assault case

ALBANY – Aaron Graham, 45, was 
interviewed by investigators with the 
Albany Police Department Monday re-
garding an incident. After the interview, 
he was taken to the Dougherty County 
Jail and charged with four counts of ag-
gravated assault.

Graham was previously posted on APD’s 
social media platforms for an incident 
that occurred on Dec. 20. He was seen 
attempting to strike several young peo-
ple with a vehicle in a parking lot. After 
being confronted by adults, he fled the 
scene to avoid identification. The inci-
dent was caught on video.

Anyone with information regarding 
this or any other case is urged to con-
tact CrimeStoppers at (229) 436-TIPS, 
the Albany Police Department at (229) 
431-2100 or on the Albany Police De-
partment App.

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

Aaron Graham

The celebration of Twelfth Night

ALBANY – Twelfth Nite and Epiph-
any Eve represent the last evening of 
the traditional 12 days of Christmas.

For many Western Christian denomi-
nations, the Twelve Days of Christmas, 
also referred to as Christmastide, are 
a 12-day festive season that celebrates 
the birth of Jesus. As much as most 
people think the three wise men (Magi) 
traveled to Bethlehem and gave their 
gifts to Jesus at the time of his birth 
on Dec. 25, in reality it took them 12 
days to reach Bethlehem, which brings 
us to Jan. 7.

The festival season beginning Christ-
mas Day and ending in 12 days on the 
evening of Jan. 5 is called Twelfth 
Night. It’s interesting to note that in 
ancient Celtic tradition, it is also the 
end of its winter solstice celebration.

In any event, they involve festive 
celebrations. As a note, according to 
a 17th-century tradition, it is consid-
ered unfavorable to remove Christ-
mas decorations before Epiphany Eve.

As I was baptized in the Greek East-
ern Orthodox Church, the celebration 
is a religious one celebrating the time 
from Christ’s birth to his baptism. Re-
ferred to as Epiphany, it commemo-
rates the visit of the Magi, the bap-
tism of Jesus in the River Jordan by 
John, the Baptist, seen as proof to the 
world that Jesus was the Son of God, 
and celebrates it as the Feast of the 
Epiphany or of the Theophany.

All individuals named John or a de-
rivative thereof celebrate their name 
on Jan. 7.

In Byzantine times a cross was thrown 
in the middle of the Jordan River by 
the West Bank. Today it is referred to 
as the Blessing of Waters done twice, 
at the baptismal font inside the church, 
and again outdoors at a body of wa-
ter. Following the Divine Liturgy, the 
clergy and people have a procession 
with the cross to the nearest body of 
water, beach, river, lake, etc, and at 
the end of the ceremony the priest 
blesses the waters. In the Greek tra-
dition, he casts a cross into the water 
where any number of volunteers try 
to recover it.

The person who gets the cross first 
swims back and returns it to the priest, 
who delivers a special blessing to the 
swimmer. The most popular one held 
annually is at Tarpon Springs, Fla.

The water that is blessed in church 
is known as “Theophany Water” and 
is taken home and used with prayer as 
a blessing. On Theophany the priest 
begins making the round of all the 
homes of the parishioners to bless 
them. As many parishioners live far 
away from the church, it takes some 
time to bless each house; however, 
traditionally the blessings should all 
be finished before the beginning of 
Great Lent.

By Fran Pappas
news@albanyherald.com

practices,” Hematologist/Oncolo-
gist Dr. Wenhui Zhu said. “This 
accreditation validates the work 
we do each day to support patients 
and families through every stage 
of their cancer journey.”

John Griffin, chairman of the 
Colquitt County Hospital Author-
ity, noted the importance of this 
achievement for the region, say-
ing, “Edwards Cancer Center’s 
accreditation reaffirms the ex-
pertise and compassion demon-
strated by our physicians, nurses, 
navigators and support staff. The 
Hospital Authority is incredibly 
proud of this accomplishment 
and of Colquitt Regional’s contin-
ued investment in strengthening 
comprehensive cancer services 
for our community.”

As part of its accreditation, the 
Edwards Cancer Center also be-
comes an American College of 
Surgeons Surgical Quality Part-
ner, an indicator of its ongoing 
commitment to continuous qual-
ity improvement and evaluation 
of clinical outcomes.

“Quality cancer care is not static, 

it evolves,” Radiation Oncologist 
Dr. Steven Johnson said. “Being 
recognized by the Commission 
on Cancer reflects our commit-
ment to stay at the forefront of 
treatment advancements and to 
ensure that our patients always 
receive exceptional, evidence-
based care.”

“American College of Surgeons 
quality programs are grounded in 
more than a century of experience, 

and participation is a key indica-
tor of a hospital’s commitment to 
excellence,” ACS Executive Direc-
tor and Chief Executive Officer 
Dr. Patricia L. Turner said. “As 
an ACS Surgical Quality Partner, 
Colquitt Regional Health System 
has demonstrated its dedication 
to providing the best possible pa-
tient care and to continually ad-
vancing quality across its cancer 
program.”

Special Photo
Colquitt Regional Health System is celebrating the Edwards Cancer 
Center’s accreditation by the American College of Surgeons Com-
mission on Cancer, underscoring its commitment to evidence-
based, nationally aligned cancer care close to home.

Georgia legislative panel recommends 
ways to increase rural cancer care

ATLANTA – A state legislative committee is 
recommending expanded loan forgiveness for 
doctors and increased funding for mobile screen-
ing units to combat a severe shortage of cancer 
care providers in rural Georgia.

The House Study Committee on Cancer Care 
Access released its final report following a series of 
public meetings across the state held last year. The 
committee, chaired by Rep. Lee Hawkins, a 
Gainesville Republican, was tasked with identify-
ing barriers to care as cancer cases in the U.S. are 
expected to rise.

“The rural oncologist is really a dying breed,” Dr. 
Kristin Higgins, chief clinical officer at City of 
Hope Cancer Center Atlanta and a member of the 
study committee, said in an interview. “We don’t 
have very many oncologists who are setting up 
shop in rural areas, and part of that is related to 
the fact that oncology in general is having difficul-
ties with work force sustainability.”

Georgia faces a significant disparity in access to 
care between its metro hubs and rural communi-
ties. According to the committee’s findings, 
although one-fifth of Georgians live in rural coun-
ties, only as much as 8% of the state’s oncologists 
practice there.

To address a shortage of rural doctors special-
izing in cancer care, the committee recommended 
expanding the state’s Physician Loan Repayment 
Program to include specialists practicing in rural 
areas and increasing the amount of loan forgive-
ness available. Currently, Georgia offers $150,000 
over four years to physicians practicing in rural 
counties. The report also suggests encouraging 
rural rotations for medical students.

The committee found that Georgia’s rural coun-
ties – or counties with less than 50,000 residents 
– often face higher poverty rates and hospital 
closures, making travel to urban treatment centers 
difficult for patients.

“When you are in smaller communities around 
the state — I always think about Dublin, which is 
right in the smack dab center of our state —  you 
have to go to Macon or to Savannah or to Augusta 
or to Atlanta,” said Lynn Durham, CEO of Georgia 
Center for Oncology Research and Education and 
a three-time cancer survivor who advocated for 
the study committee’s creation. “There are so 
many that don’t have that access that I have been 
so fortunate to have.”

To improve early detection, the legislative pan-
el’s report recommends supporting the use of 
mobile cancer screening units in rural and under-
served areas, such as the Brunswick-based South-
east Georgia Health System Wellness on Wheels. 

The committee also proposed increasing the 
percentage of tobacco settlement funds appropri-
ated for cancer prevention and screening. Georgia 
has received about $4 billion from the master 
settlement agreement with the tobacco industry 
over the last 27 years, with about $600 million 
dedicated to cancer-related activities.

Advocates argue that funding for access to can-

cer care is crucial as federal funding cuts to Med-
icaid from H.R.1 passed over the summer, which 
along with expiring Affordable Care Act subsidies, 
is set to reduce health care funding by more than 
$50 billion by 2034, according to a November 
2025 report from the Georgia Health Initiative,

Fabienne Antoine-Nasser, government relations 
director with American Cancer Society Cancer 
Action Network, urged the state to increase fund-
ing for cancer-related programs, particularly the 
tobacco use prevention program, a state program 
that was discontinued in May due to federal cuts 
at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
Antoine-Nasser suggested raising taxes on tobac-
co, which could generate $350 million in annual 
revenue if increased by $1.50 per pack, would help 
address federal funding gaps.

“I believe that taking a really staunch look at 
(raising tobacco taxes) … would have such a great 
impact and really help Georgians who are pre-
diagnosed and want to be able to get access to 
prevention measures, or post as well who want to 
get access to care,” Antoine-Nasser said.

While the committee did not recommend full 
Medicaid expansion, a long-standing goal for 
some health advocates like Antoine-Nasser, it did 
recommend simplifying Medicaid access, enroll-
ment and renewal for pediatric patients and 
addressing reimbursement rates for oncology-
related codes. 

“Protecting and strengthening Medicaid access 
and access to care is going to be so imperative,” 
Antoine-Nasser said, pointing to estimated losses 
of health care coverage due to expiring ACA 
enhanced tax credits. If these tax credits expire, 
which the House is set to vote on a three-year 
extension in January, the GHI report projects that 
340,000 Georgians will become uninsured.

Lawmakers can consider the recommendations 
in the upcoming legislative session, which starts 
Jan. 12, and Higgins was optimistic they would 
find bipartisan support.

“(Access to cancer care) is not going to be con-
troversial. It’s not going to be a controversial area 
of funding,” Higgins said. “Everybody is affected 
by cancer.”

By Alander Rocha
Georgia Recorder

Special Photo: Georgia Recorder
A state legislative committee is recom-

mending expanded loan forgiveness for 
doctors and increased funding for mobile 
screening units to combat a severe shortage 
of cancer care providers in rural Georgia.
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The Atlanta Hawks and point guard 
Trae Young are working to find a trade 
destination for the four-time All-Star, 
according to multiple media reports.

The Hawks and Young have remained 
in contact about his future with the 
organization since Atlanta elected not 
to offer him a contract extension last 
offseason when he became eligible, 
according to ESPN.

ESPN also reported those talks have 
escalated over the last week. Marc 
Stein of The Stein Line reported Mon-
day that the Washington Wizards had 
emerged as a “legitimate potential 
trade destination” for Young.

Young, 27, has spent his entire career 
in Atlanta since the Hawks acquired 
him in a draft-and-trade deal with 
Dallas in the 2018 NBA Draft as the 
fifth overall pick. He’s the franchise’s 
all-time leader in assists (4,837) and 
3-pointers made (1,295).

His career average of 9.8 assists per 
game is the third highest in NBA his-
tory behind only Magic Johnson and 

John Stockton.
Young, a third-team All-NBA player 

for the 2021-22 season, led the Hawks 
to the Eastern Conference Finals in the 
2020-21 campaign. Atlanta failed to 
make it out of the first round the next 
two seasons and also couldn’t escape 
the play-in tournament the last two 
campaigns.

Young has missed 28 of Atlanta’s 38 
games this season, and he’s currently 
sidelined by a quad contusion. Young 
is averaging 19.3 points and 8.9 assists 
per game — both the lowest since his 
rookie season — in his limited action 
this campaign.

The Hawks are 2-8 with Young this 
season and 15-13 in his absence after 
Monday’s 118-100 loss at Toronto.

Jalen Johnson’s emergence (career 
highs of 24 points, 10.2 rebounds and 
8.5 assists this season) in his fifth 
campaign has filled the scoring void 
with Young sidelined.

Over eight seasons and 493 games 
(all starts), Young has averaged 25.2 
points, 3.5 rebounds and one steal 
per contest.

Hawks, Trae Young mutually exploring trade options

ALBANY - Two perfect seasons. 
One unforgettable fall.

The 2025 high school football sea-
son in the Albany area delivered one 
of the strongest years the region has 
seen in a long time. Worth County 
completed a flawless 15-0 run and 
captured the GHSA Class A Division I 
state championship. Sherwood Chris-
tian Academy went 12-0 and claimed 
its second straight GIAA 8-man state 

title. Deerfield-Windsor finished 12-1 
and earned the runner-up trophy in 
GIAA Class AAA. Lee County reached 
the Sweet 16 of the Class 5A playoffs 

and finished the year ranked in the 
top 10 statewide. Westover added to 
the region’s postseason success with 
a state playoff berth of its own.

It was a season that showcased the 
depth, toughness and tradition of 
football across Southwest Georgia — 
and one that produced an exceptional 
group of performers.

Those players and coaches are hon-

ored in the 2025 All-Albany Foot-
ball Team.

Major Awards
Coach of the Year: Jeff Ham-

mond, Worth County
Player of the Year: Lane Sceals, 

Deerfield-Windsor
Offensive Player of the Year: 

Tripp Roberts, Sherwood Christian
Defensive Player of the Year: 

Albany Herald announces 
All-Albany football team

Special Photo: Emil Madden
Worth County head coach Jeff Hammond’s Rams finished 15-0 
and claimed the Class A Division I state championship. Hammond 
is the Albany Herald Coach of the Year.

Field Level Media

Staff Photo: Joe Whitfield
Deerfield-Windsor senior Brady Harris battles for points un-
derneath the basket during Tuesday night’s win over Terrell 
Academy. The senior post player scored 12 points to help 
the Knights win big.

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — The trail was visible the moment 
Quinn Gray left Albany. It just took a couple of weeks for the 
footprints to become permanent.

On Monday, former Albany State quarterback Isaiah Knowles 
made it official, announcing on social media that he has com-
mitted to Florida A&M, reuniting with the coach who resur-
rected both his college career and, in many ways, Albany State 
football. Knowles won’t be alone. Wide receiver Corey “Deuce” 
Petty and tight end Xavier Herndon also announced they’re 
heading to Tallahassee, turning what had been whispered 
around HBCU circles into something closer to a migration.

Call it the modern version of loyalty. Or call it what it is: the 
first visible proof that Gray’s return to his alma mater is going 
to look a lot like a continuation of what he started in Albany.

Knowles, a graduate student, spent the past three seasons 
with the Golden Rams after transferring from the Naval Acad-
emy. He arrived as part of Gray’s first recruiting class and left 
as the face of the program’s most successful stretch in school 
history. Albany State went 12-2 last season, won the SIAC 
championship and recorded more victories than any team in 
Golden Rams history. Knowles started the final two seasons 
and produced numbers that matched the moment: 4,726 pass-
ing yards, 50 touchdown passes, 11 rushing scores, and, per-
haps just as telling, only 14 interceptions.

He didn’t just run Gray’s offense. He embodied it.
Gray, who coached three seasons at Albany State, left for Flor-

ida A&M after the Rattlers dismissed James Colzie following 
a 5-7 season. A FAMU Hall of Famer, Gray recently signed a 
five-year contract worth about $1.4 million in base salary that 
runs through December 2030.

While the Golden Rams are losing familiar faces, they are 
also turning the page.

Albany State officially began the David Bowser era on Mon-
day, with the former Johnson C. Smith coach taking over a 
program coming off a championship season. Bowser arrives 
with a reputation for building and stabilizing Division II pro-
grams, improving academics and compliance, and keeping 
teams in the championship conversation — a profile that fits 
Albany State’s goal of remaining a SIAC power and a national 

Gray reunion starts 
at FAMU; Bowser 

era begins in Albany

By Joe Whitfield
Sports Editor

See FOOTBALL, 10A

Rivalry night lacks drama as Terrell girls, DW boys cruise

ALBANY — Rivalry nights are sup-
posed to come with a little edge — tight 
possessions, anxious coaches, and a 
crowd waiting for something to tilt.

Tuesday night’s game at Deerfield-
Windsor had the crowd. It just never 
quite got the tension.

Instead, Terrell Academy’s girls and 
Deerfield-Windsor’s boys took turns 
turning the doubleheader into some-
thing far more comfortable than dra-
matic, with the Lady Eagles pulling 
away for a 53-36 win in the opener be-
fore the Knights rolled to a 67-26 vic-
tory in the nightcap.

The girls’ game hinted at a battle early.
Terrell Academy held only a 12-8 

lead after one quarter, and Deerfield-
Windsor was still within reach when 
the second period began. That’s when 
the Lady Eagles started finding their 
rhythm. Sally Masters attacked the lane 
for eight points in the quarter, Hadley 
Webb knocked down a pair of shots 

from the perimeter, and suddenly the 
floor began to tilt in Terrell’s favor.

Pembrooke Daniel tried to keep the 
Lady Knights connected, scoring six 
points in the quarter, but each push 
was met with a steadier one from the 
Eagles. By halftime, Terrell had built 
control of the game — and unlike a ri-
valry that swings back and forth, this 
one never really did.

Masters finished with 19 points to lead 
Terrell Academy, Webb added 16, and 
Natalie Oliver and Lily Addison chipped 
in eight apiece. Daniel led Deerfield-
Windsor with 18 points, while Laiyah 
Williams added nine.

If the opener slowly drifted away, the 
boys game never even teased suspense.

Deerfield-Windsor came out running, 
and Terrell Academy spent most of the 
first quarter chasing. David Hutchins 
scored twice in transition to open the 
nightcap, Brady Harris followed with 
a jumper, and Jack Moore buried a 
three to make it 9-0 — a quick burst 
that forced Terrell coach Todd Davis 

into an early timeout.
The timeout didn’t slow the momen-

tum.
Hutchins beat the Eagles down the 

floor two more times, pushing the lead 
to 13-0 and prompting another stoppage. 
Even as Knights coach Randy Foster 
began to rotate players, the tone stayed 
the same. Drew Harris drilled a three, 
Holden Whatley finally put Terrell on 
the board, and then freshman Jor’dyn 
Halsley closed the quarter with a deep 
three at the buzzer to send Deerfield-
Windsor into the break up 21-2.

By then, the game had already taken 
on the feel of a long night.

The Knights kept stretching the lead 
in the second quarter, and when Lane 
Sceals knocked down a three to make it 
30-6, Foster again turned to his bench. 
Deerfield-Windsor carried a 39-10 lead 
into halftime, pushed it to 52-12 after 
three quarters, and spent the fourth 
quarter freely substituting.

Tillman Faust hit two three-point-

By Joe Whitfield
Sports Editor

See RIVALRY, 10A

See REUNION, 10A

Staff Photo: Joe Whitfield
Deerfield-Windsor senior Lane Sceals is the Al-
bany Herald Player of the Year after throwing 37 
touchdown passes and piling up 3,375 yards in 
the Knights’ 12-1 season.

By Joe Whitfield
Sports Editor

Staff Photo: Joe Whitfield
Former Albany State quarterback Isaiah Knowles has com-
mitted to FAMU and Coach Quinn Gray after entering the 
transfer portal following the Albany State Golden Rams loss 
in the NCAA playoffs. Knowles has one year of eligibility re-
maining.

Special Photo: Brett Davis-Imagn Images
Atlanta Hawks star Trae Young may be 
on his way out of Atlanta after reports 
showed both he and the team are 
actively looking at trade options.
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Georgia standouts 
declare for NFL draft

Georgia gained a better 
idea of what it will need to 
replace in 2026 on Monday, 
as the Bulldogs’ top pass-
catcher Zachariah Branch 
and top tackler CJ Allen both 
declared their intentions to 
enter the 2026 NFL Draft.

They were joined by top re-
ceiving tight end Oscar Delp 
in announcing their moves 
on social media.

Branch, a 5-foot-10 wide-
out, transferred to Georgia 
after two seasons at South-
ern California and promptly 
established himself as the 
Bulldogs’ top receiving op-
tion. He recorded 81 recep-
tions, 54 more than any other 
player on the roster last fall, 
compiling 811 yards and six 
touchdowns in the process.

He added 385 yards on 25 
combined kick and punt re-
turns.

Allen, a 6-foot-1 linebacker, 
paced Georgia with 88 com-
bined tackles in 2025, a year 
after he nearly led the team 
with 76 tackles in 2024.

Over his career, Allen to-
taled 205 tackles to go along 
with 4.5 sacks and an inter-
ception in 41 career games. 
He also had 10 passes de-

Field Level Media

Special Photo: Kameron Taylor
Georgia wideout Zachariah Branch, the leading receiver 
this season for the Bulldogs, is one of four Bulldogs who have 
announced plans to enter the NFL draft.

Cowboys pull plug on short-lived Matt Eberflus experiment

Chance Sims, Worth County
Freshman of the Year: 

Micah Joyner, Dougherty
Hammond guided Worth 

County through a perfect 
season and a state champi-
onship. Sceals was the en-
gine for a Deerfield-Windsor 
team that reached the state 
final and led the entire state 
in passing yards with 3,375 
yards and 37 touchdowns. 
Roberts powered Sherwood 
Christian’s unbeaten title run, 
while Sims anchored one of 
the most dominant defenses 
in the state. Joyner made an 
immediate impact as a fresh-
man against top competition.

First Team Offense

Quarterbacks:
Lyndon Worthy, Worth 

County
Keyon Thomas, Monroe

Running Backs:
Kaden Chester, Worth County
Jordan Bush, Lee County
Chuck LaGrange, Sherwood 

Christian

Offensive Line:
Shavezz Dixon, Lee County
Taylor Sumner, Worth 

County
Cooper Harris, Deerfield-

Windsor
Prince Whitfield, Westover
Taririus Jenkins, Monroe

Tight End:
Jayden Farley, Worth County

Wide Receivers:
Jaden Upshaw, Lee County
Gabe Daniel, Deerfield-

Windsor

Jordan Joyner, Westover
Jordyn Shorter, Monroe

Athletes:
David Burgess, Dougherty
Qwinton Murray, Sherwood 

Christian

Kicker:
Brody Hancock, Worth 

County

First Team Defense
Defensive Line:

Josh McGee, Worth County
King Toomer, Worth County
Rahsheike Molden, Monroe
Khalil Jones, Dougherty
Dallas Williams, Sherwood 

Christian

Linebackers:
Jace Murray, Lee County
Gregory Batson, Lee County
Jordan Lassiter, Westover
Mangham Pippin, Deer-

field-Windsor

Defensive Backs:
Grier Morey, Deerfield-

Windsor
Talaun Jones, Monroe
Lasiah Jackson, Lee County
Montravious Clay, Lee 

County

Punter:
Jackson Knight, Lee County

Second Team Offense
Quarterbacks:

Parnell Yates, Mitchell 
County

Marcus Snipes, Lee County

Running Backs:
Dominique Ball, Lee County
Malik Young, Westover
Treshaun Jones, Worth 

County

Offensive Line:
Davis Schnieder, Deerfield-

Windsor
Larry Jackson, Lee County

Micah Hall, Sherwood Chris-
tian

Braylon Bango, Dougherty

Tight End:
Carter Blackwell, Lee County

Wide Receivers:
David Hutchins, Deerfield-

Windsor
Colby Griffis, Worth County
Mykel Hines, Westover
Kell Simmons, Westover

Athletes:
Turner Simmons, Deer-

field-Windsor
Jaquaveon Nelson, Worth 

County

Kicker:
Lawson Brooks, Sherwood 

Christian

Second Team Defense
Defensive Line:

Kendarvious Jones, Dough-

erty
Luke Ivey, Deerfield-Windsor
Cohen Rumph, Terrell Acad-

emy
Dylan Clark, Sherwood 

Christian
David Albano, Sherwood 

Christian

Linebackers:
Brady Weaver, Worth County
Cross Mitchell, Deerfield-

Windsor
Christian Nix, Westover
Dylan Harden, Terrell Acad-

emy
Antonio Hooks, Monroe

Defensive Backs:
Eric Spann, Monroe
Randy McAfee, Westover
Ben Everett, Deerfield-

Windsor
Trey Bush, Lee County
Bryce Peachey, Terrell Acad-

emy

FOOTBALL

From 9A
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ers late and finished with 10 
points for Terrell Academy, 
but the outcome had long 
since been settled.

Ten different Knights found 
the scoring column. Hutchins 
led the way with 15 points, 
while Brady Harris and Hals-
ley added 12 apiece.

Deerfield-Windsor improved 
to 10-2, while Terrell Acad-
emy fell to 3-12.

The Knights will host Val-
wood in a region game Fri-
day before welcoming John 
Milledge for a non-region 
matchup Saturday. Terrell 
Academy is scheduled to play 
Saturday afternoon at Sher-
wood Christian.

On a night built for rivalry 
drama, the script never really 
changed. One team eased 
away. The other sprinted out 
of sight.

D-II contender.
His background also gives 

him instant credibility in HBCU 
recruiting circles and in the 
transfer portal and junior col-
lege pipeline, which has become 
essential in the modern game.

For now, the contrast is stark 
and fitting. In Tallahassee, 
Quinn Gray is bringing a piece 
of Albany with him. In Albany, 
a new coach is being handed 
the task of making sure that 
what was built doesn’t leave 
with him.

fended, two fumbles forced 
and a fumble recovery.

ESPN’s Mel Kiper Jr. ranks 
Branch as his No. 4 wide re-
ceiver and Allen as his No. 
3 linebacker for the upcom-
ing draft.

The 6-foot-5 Delp recorded 
20 receptions for 261 yards 
last fall, tops among Geor-
gia tight ends. He finished 
his Bulldogs career with 70 
receptions for 854 yards and 
nine touchdowns.

Those three join defensive 
lineman Christen Miller, who 
announced his departure for 
the NFL on Saturday.

Basketball shorts: Monroe, 
Lee County, Westover sweep

Monroe sweeps Cairo
ALBANY — The Monroe 

basketball teams kept roll-
ing Tuesday night, with the 
No. 8-ranked Golden Tor-
nadoes winning their 10th 
straight game and the No. 
3-ranked Lady Tornadoes 
cruising to another lopsided 
victory against Cairo.

The Tornadoes had to work 
for theirs, pulling away late 
for a 68-60 win over the Syr-
upmakers. Monroe led just 
19-16 after the first quarter 
before getting a spark from 
Tristen Terry and Elijah Riv-
ers, who each knocked down 
three-pointers to help stretch 
the lead to 37-27 at halftime.

Cairo trimmed the mar-
gin in the fourth quarter, 
but Monroe closed it out at 
the free-throw line. Rivers 
sank four free throws in the 
final minutes, and Brayden 
Burns hit three of four down 
the stretch to keep the Tor-
nadoes in control.

Burns led Monroe with 
22 points, Rivers added 15, 
Hiran Holloway scored 11, 
and Terry finished with nine. 
Monroe improved to 12-2 
on the season.

The Lady Tornadoes, now 
12-1, had little trouble in a 61-
27 win over the Lady Syrup-
makers. Kie’Aundria Acree 
dominated with 30 points, 
10 rebounds, five steals and 
three blocks. Taylor McKinzy 
added 14 points, Maleyah 
Hines finished with nine 
points and 11 rebounds, and 
freshman Narija McDowell 
scored six points with five 
assists and three steals.

Monroe will travel to Al-
bany’s west side Friday night 
for a key Region matchup 
with Westover.

Lee County sweeps 
Northside

LEESBURG — The Lee 
County Trojans and Lady 
Trojans picked up a pair of 

By Joe Whitfield
Sports Editor

Falcons QB Kirk Cousins 
agrees to modified contract

Quarterback Kirk Cous-
ins and the Atlanta Falcons 
agreed to modify the final 
two seasons of his four-year, 
$180 million contract, mul-
tiple media outlets reported 
on Tuesday.

The adjusted deal gives the 
Falcons salary-cap flexibility 
and also sets up a decision 
to be made about Cousins’ 
future in Atlanta by the third 
day of the 2026 NFL league 
year on March 13.

Per ESPN, a guarantee of 
$67.9 million for the 2027 
season vests on March 13. 
It is unlikely that the Fal-
cons or another NFL team 
would acquire Cousins prior 
to that date, and the veteran 
has a no-trade clause in his 
contract. Cousins turns 38 
on Aug. 19.

ESPN also reported that 
the modified deal reduces 
his 2026 base salary from 
a non-guaranteed $35 mil-
lion to just $2.1 million. The 
difference of $32.9 million 
matches the increase of his 
2027 salary.

Cousins still has a guar-

anteed $10 million roster 
bonus for 2026.

Atlanta signed Cousins to 
a contract with $100 mil-
lion guaranteed before the 
2024 season, then selected 
Michael Penix Jr. with the 
eighth overall pick in that 
year’s draft.

Penix, 25, required sea-
son-ending surgery to re-

pair a partially torn ACL in 
his left knee, prompting the 
Falcons to start Cousins for 
the final seven games of the 
season.

A four-time Pro Bowl se-
lection, Cousins completed 
61.7% of his passes for 1,721 
yards with 10 touchdowns 
and five interceptions in 10 
games (eight starts).

Field Level Media

Special Photo: Dale Zanine-Imagn Images
Falcons’ quarterback Kirk Cousins has agreed to a mod-
ified contract that will reduce his non-guaranteed salary. 
The move opened up room in the salary-cap for the 
Falcons.

Region wins Tuesday night, 
beating Northside of Warner 
Robins 73-47 in the boys game 
and 45-33 in the girls contest.

The Trojans used strong de-
fense and rebounding to keep 
Northside from getting sec-
ond-chance opportunities. 
Jayshawn Maddox set the 
tone defensively with several 
steals and blocks.

T.J. Williams led Lee County 
with 14 points, Maddox scored 
13, Joasiah Franklin added 
10, and TreCori Green fin-
ished with nine. The Trojans 
improved to 8-7.

In the girls’ game, Lee County 
jumped out to a 24-13 halftime 
lead and never let Northside 
seriously threaten. Post play-
er Taliyah Porter scored 20 
points, including eight in the 
fourth quarter. Camya Hutch-
erson added seven points and 
Jaila Hicks scored six.

The Lady Trojans are now 
9-6 and will travel to Veter-
ans High School on Friday 
for another Region matchup.
Westover sweeps Bain-

bridge
ALBANY — The No. 

7-ranked Westover Patriots 
won their 10th straight game 
Tuesday night with a 69-43 
victory over Bainbridge at the 
Boston Garden.

Westover, now 10-1, got a 
balanced scoring effort led 
by Gregory Williams with 14 
points, T.K. Johnson with 13, 
Jalen Holmes with 11 and Jo-
siah Daniels with nine.

The Lady Patriots knocked 
off the Lady Bearcats 45-39 
for a big region win. Sydney 
Donaldson scored 24 points, 
grabbed five rebounds and 
stole the ball eight times to lead 
Westover. Savannah Donald-
son added eight points with 
seven rebounds and fresh-
man Amarise Idlett scored 
four points with seven assists.

Westover will host Monroe 
on Friday night. The school 
plans to honor head coach 
Dallis Smith before the boys 
game after he reached the 500-
win milestone in December.

Matt Eberflus is out in Dal-
las, where the former Bears 
head coach failed to repair 
a defense that allowed 30.1 
points and 377 yards per 
game in the 2025 season.

Eberflus, a former lineback-
ers coach with the Cowboys, 
was trumpeted as a home-
run hire by franchise own-
er Jerry Jones last winter.

With the latest change, 
the Cowboys are set to hire 
a new defensive coordina-
tor for the fourth time in 
four years.

Jones hinted Sunday night 
after a loss to the Giants to 
end the regular season that 
a full review of the defensive 
coaching staff was likely.

“I might not couch it as dif-
ficult,” Jones said of making 

another change at defensive 
coordinator. “It’s certainly 
something that we have to 
do. And that is to look at 
the entire year and look at 
what our options are, and 
how to correct it so we’re 
not here at the same time 
next year. Now, that’s not 
uncommon to evaluate at 
this time of the year — your 
entire coaching staff. And, 
obviously, the target is on 
him because of our statis-
tical, as well as actual play 
on the defensive side of the 
ball, but that goes with it.”

Dallas subtracted All-Pro 
pass rusher Micah Parsons 
days before the regular sea-
son began and the Cowboys 
scrambled to field a produc-
tive defense most of the year.

Dallas was 30th in total 
defense, 32nd (last) in pass-

Special Photo: Raymond Carlin III-Imagn Images
The Dallas Cowboys will be looking for their fourth defensive coordinator in four years after 
the organization announced the firing of Matt Eberflus on Tuesday.

Field Level Media

ing defense at 251.5 yards 
per game and last in third-
down defense, giving up a 

first down on more than 47% 
of third-down snaps.

The Cowboys allowed a fran-

chise-record 511 points, a total 
of 59 offensive touchdowns 
and 11.9 yards per reception. 
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OBITUARIES

James William Dyer
James William Dyer, 68, died 

Dec. 15, 2025 in Albany, Ga.,  
following a long illness. He was 
born April 9, 1957, in Battle 
Creek, Mi. He attended 
Fletcher High School in Jack-
sonville Beach and graduated 
from Valdosta State University 
in 1981. He worked for years 
as an insurance adjuster in 
northeastern Florida. Preceded 
in death by his parents, George 
Coleman and Betty Jean Dyer, 
and a brother, Jeffrey Lee 
Dyer, all of Atlantic Beach, Fl. 
Survived by two sons, Jere-
miah Paul Dyer of Jacksonville, 
Fl., and Nathan Clyde Dyer of 
Navarre Beach, Fl., and two 
brothers, Scott Allen Dyer of 
Atlantic Beach, Fl., and Timothy 
Wade Dyer of Jacksonville, Fl. 
Services are pending.

Deborah Jeanne Green
Deborah Jeanne Green, 71, 

passed away peacefully on 
December 26, 2025, at Willson 
Hospice House in Albany, 
Georgia.

Deborah was born on Feb-
ruary 1, 1954, in Charleston, 
South Carolina. She was a 
devoted mother, grandmother, 
and great-grandmother whose 
life revolved around her love for 
family, friends, and music. 
Deborah cherished time spent 
with those she loved and was a 
proud Alabama football fan who 
enjoyed cheering on her team.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Agnes Green 
and Gerald Green; her broth-
ers, Bill Fleming and Ken 
Green; and her sister, Carol 
Brown.

Deborah is survived by her 
son, Jeremy Fabry (Tanya); her 
daughter, Jennifer Baptista 
(Brad); her grandson, Tanner 
Baptista (Taylor); and her 
granddaughters, Darian O’Lear 
(Ryan) and Amber Bruner. She 
also leaves behind her great-
granddaughters, Laurel Jade 
Grant and Ava Bruner; and her 
great-grandsons, Hudson 
O’Lear, River O’Lear, Brynton 
Bruner, and Colsen Stewart, all 
of whom brought her immense 
joy.

A funeral service will be held 
on Friday, January 9, 2026, 
at 2:00 p.m. at St. Teresa’s 
Catholic Church.

Deborah will be deeply 
missed and lovingly remem-
bered by all who knew her.

And I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying, 
“Look! God’s dwelling place 
is now among the people, 
and he will dwell with them. 
They will be his people, and 
God himself will be with 
them and be their God. ‘He 
will wipe every tear from 
their eyes. There will be no 
more death’ or mourning or 
crying or pain, for the old 
order of things has passed 
away.”

Revelation 21:3-4
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ACROSS
1 Some pricey 

insulated mugs
6 Juicer byproduct

10 Keeps posted 
privately

14 Buzz word?
15 Potatoes, in 

Indian cuisine
16 “No way, no 

how!”
17 Leeway
19 Title fit for a king
20 Possible title for a 

B-school grad
21 Cam button
22 Spine-tingling
23 Hair of the dog?
24 Hard-to-find 

opening on 
street-sweeping 
days

27 Tickling targets
29 Small part of a 

machine
30 Grease again
31 Part of 

WYSIWYG
32 Graceful 

waterbird
36 Low Earth orbit, 

for one
40 With sharp 

resolution
41 Seer’s gift
42 Actress Berry
43 __ Arbor, 

Michigan
44 Troublemaker’s 

opposite
46 Period of quiet 

reflection
51 Western treaty 

gp.
52 Project on stage
53 Alphabet starter
54 Travel stop
55 Drive-__
56 Gathering 

place that’s 
neither work 
nor home, or an 
apt description 
of 36-Across in 
the series that 
includes 17-, 24-, 
and 46-Across

60 Melon covering
61 __ bene
62 Wickerwork twig
63 Altar alcove
64 Mattress choice
65 Inferior

DOWN
1 Swerve off 

course, as a ship

2 Fond of fine food 
and drink

3 Insect with 
striped wings

4 Othello’s 
betrayer

5 “Weekend 
Update” show, 
for short

6 Apple gadgets
7 Horseshoe-

shaped security 
device

8 Bathroom, in 
Bath

9 Fluffy pup
10 School fleet
11 Keyless entry 

sound
12 Knickknack
13 Paper unit
18 Latin 101 verb
22 What applesauce 

may replace in 
vegan baking

23 Tehran tongue
24 Tablet
25 Frozen treat 

served with a 
stroon

26 Yuletide
28 Like a calico cat
31 Fuel additive 

brand
32 Whole bunch
33 Feel euphoric

34 Close 
associations

35 Must-haves
37 TV host Jay
38 “That __ true!”
39 “Now I 

understand”
43 Was full of 

beans, maybe?
44 “The Prophet” 

author Kahlil
45 Like many 

audiobooks, 
once

46 Colorful aquarium 
fish

47 “Got it, dude!”
48 Daybreaks, 

poetically
49 Piano student’s 

assignment
50 Creole-speaking 

nation
54 __ facto
56 Demo stuff
57 “Please explain”
58 Female pig
59 Afore

CROSSWORD

ANSWER TO TODAY'S PUZZLE:

Albany Classifieds

SERVICE 
DIRECTORY

Home Repair/
Remodeling

PAINTING 
AND HOME

REPAIR
Tile work, 

popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.

Just one call, 
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES

 229-349-5475
NO JOB TOO SMALL
Experienced, Prompt &

Friendly for All Your Home
Repair Needs

 Drywall Repair
 Pressure Washing
 Office Cleaning
 Apartment Turnover
 Gutter Cleaning

Reliable - Professional
Available

Call The Ultimate Home
Maintenance Man

Samuel Chester Services
at 478-320-2167

Personal Care

PRIVATE CAREGIVER
AVAILABLE

Over 20 Years
Experience

My name is Delois Berry, and I
am a dedicated Private
Caregiver with more than 20
years of experience supporting
patients with a wide range of
disabilities.

I am skilled in:

 Engaging patients in
gentle, meaningful
activities

   Performing household
chores

   Preparing nutritious
meals

   Communicating
effectively with families

   Building trusting
relationships that
enhance wellbeing and
quality of life

I bring empathy, compassion,
and friendliness to every
interaction and am committed
to providing safe, reliable, and
personalized care.

For more information, 
call 229-296-0741

MERCHANDISE

Garage Sale
Yardsale: Jan 10th. 8am. 4104
Radium Springs Road. Furniture,
Clothes & more. Beds,
loveseats, tablesets, night
stands, end tables.

Guns/Ammo

SCCY 9 MM
 with 4 magazines.
 $240 or best offer. 

Call or text
229-439-6840

Firewood
SEASONED & GREEN

OAK FIREWOOD
Truck Load delivered and

stacked $150
Fat Lighter Available.

Also for sale: $25 Burn
Barrels & barrel wood.

Call 229-288-1375
Miscellaneous 

for sale
COINS FOR SALE
American Eagles,

Morgans, discontinued
Kennedy half dollars &

pennies. Mint sets. Bring
cash. 229-438-8008

Musical Equipment

PRO ACOUSTIC
GUITARS with free

cases. Yamaha,
Epiphone, many others.

Cash Sale for Christmas.
229-438-8008

Reuse.
Repurpose.
Really Save!

The Albany Herald
Classifieds
In Print, Online & Now Mobile!
albanyherald.com

To place an ad, 
call Phil Cody 
229.888.9300

Take a fresh look at the 
Classifieds, the original 
way to shop green! 

Jo Ann Hagan Bates
Jo Ann Hagan Bates died 

January 4, 2026 at Phoebe 
Putney Memorial Hospital. She 
was preceded in death by her 
husband William Howard Bates, 
Jr. of Albany, by her parents 
Albert Quincy Hagan, Sr. and 
Dorris Horton Hagan of Tifton, 
GA and her grandparents 
Charlie Rawlins Horton and 
Dora Horne Horton of Herndon, 
GA and John Sheppard Hagan 
and Mary Ann Williams Hagan 
of Screven County, GA.  She is 
survived by her son, William 
Howard Bates, III and his 
partner Emerson Moore of New 
York, New York and her 
daughter Bronwyn Georgia 
Bates and son-in-law Burt Sor-
rells of Albany, GA, her sister 
Mary Hagan (Diane Fischer) of 
Sacramento, CA and brother Al 
Q. Hagan, Jr. (Linda) of Bogart, 
GA.  A native of Ocilla, GA, she 
attended school in Camilla and 
graduated from Swainsboro 
High School.  She attended 
Emory at Oxford and graduated 
from the University of Georgia 
with a BS in Elementary 
Education and a minor in 
Library Education.  She 
completed graduate work at the 
University of Georgia obtaining 
her Masters in Media and her 
Specialist 6th Year Degree in 
Instructional Technology. After 
their marriage in 1963, 2nd
Lt. Bates’ military assignment 
took them to Okinawa where 
she taught 6th grade at Christ 
the King International School for 
two years. While there she 
began organizing the first library 
for the school. They returned to 
Aberdeen Proving Grounds in 
Aberdeen, Mary-land for a short 
tour and then to Osan Air Force 
Base in Korea for a year.  She 
did volunteer work at the Non-
Commissioned Officers Club 
and taught classes at the 
University of Maryland branch 
on base. After Korea, they were 
sta-tioned at Redstone Arsenal 
in Huntsville, AL where she was 
the librarian at two elementary 
schools.  One of the libraries 
was functional, the other was 
being completely reorganized. 
In 1969, they were transferred 
to Pueblo, CO where Bill taught 
ROTC at Southern Colorado 
State College and Jo Ann was 
assistant librarian at South High 
School.  In 1970, while living in 
Pueblo, their son, William was 
born.  They returned to 
graduate school in Athens, GA 
in the fall of 1970 at the end of 
Bill’s military time.  Bill received 
his Specialist Degree in 
Educational Administration and 
Jo Ann worked toward her 
Masters Degree in Library 
Education.  In the summer of 
1971, they returned to Albany, 
GA where Jo Ann was a stay at 
home mom until William was in 
the second grade when she was 
hired as Media Specialist at 
Riverview Academy for several 
years until their daughter, 
Bronwyn was born in 1979. In 
1981, Jo Ann became Media 
Specialist at Westover High 
School until her retirement in 
2001.  During this time she 
attended graduate school 
through a University of Georgia/
Valdosta College co-operative 
program. Through this program 
she received her Masters of 
Education in 1974 and her 
Specialist of Education in 1986 
from the University of Georgia. 
Jo Ann was active in Beta 
Sigma Phi; Great Books read-
ing group; Serendipity Garden 
Club; Thronateeska Chapter 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution; United Daughters of 
the Confederacy, Dougherty 
County Chapter No.187; Pierre 
Robert Chapter of Daughters of 
the American Colonists; and 
John Sumner Chapter of 
Colonial Dames Seventeenth 
Century.  She was an active 
member of First Baptist Church 
Albany from 1972 until 2022.

Visitation will be on Friday, 
January 9, 2026 at Kim-
brell-Stern from 1 PM till 2 PM 
prior to the memorial service at 
Kimbrell-Stern at 2 PM.  The 
Rev. Dr. Butch Knight will 
officiate.  A private internment 
service will take place at Crown 
Hill Cemetery.  In lieu of flow-
ers, memorial donations may be 
made to a favorite charity.

Ennis Lee Ham
Ennis Lee Ham, 78, of 

St. Simons Island, Georgia, 
passed away peacefully at his 
home on December 23, 2025.

Born in Waycross, Georgia, 
Ennis was the son of Emory 
Lee Ham and Margaret 
Stephens Ham. He spent most 
of his childhood in Albany, 
Georgia, where he formed 
lifelong values rooted in faith, 
family, and community.

Ennis dedicated many years 
of service to Auto-Owners 
Insurance Company, retiring in 
May 2003. During his career, 
he held several positions before 
becoming Director of 
Personnel, a role in which he 
was known for his integrity, 
leadership, and genuine care 
for people.

A lifelong member of the 
Church of Christ, Ennis lived 
out his unwavering faith daily. 
He loved people and truly 
enjoyed conversation, never 
missing an opportunity to con-
nect with others. He was known 
for his humor and quirky wit, 
and for always looking for the 
best in those around him.

He is survived by his wife, 
Nancy; his son, Richard 
(Emily); and his cherished 
grandchildren, Corbin, Thomas, 
Noah, Wyatt, and Riley. He 
was preceded in death by his 
son, Stephen (Meghan).

Visitation will be held at 1:00 
p.m., followed by a memorial 
service at 1:30 p.m., on Janu-
ary 18, 2026, at the Church of 
Christ, 3651 Community Road, 
Brunswick, GA 31520.  Edo 
Miller and Sons Funeral Home 
of Brunswick, GA have been 
entrusted with final arrange-
ments.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
requests donations be made to 
Alzheimer’s research or to the 
charity of one’s choice.
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Tift Regional operating team 
performs region’s first Altaviva procedure

Special Photo: TRMC
The Tift Regional Medical Center operating room team and 
Dr. Judy Yeh, third from left, mark the occasion after conduct-
ing the first Altaviva bladder control procedure.
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TIFTON – Urogynecolo-
gist Dr. Judy Yeh and the Tift 
Regional Medical Center op-
erating room team conducted 
the first Altaviva procedure 
in the region on Dec. 23. Ap-
proved by the FDA in Septem-
ber, Medtronic’s Altaviva is 
an implantable tibial neuro-
stimulator device that treats 
urge urinary incontinence.

“Unlike medications or in-
jections that target bladder 
muscles, the Altaviva implant 
is a small device that is placed 
under the skin near the ankle 
and sends electrical pulses to 
the tibial nerve, which helps 
regulate bladder function,” 
Yeh said.

 UUI causes frequent urges 
to urinate with sudden leaks. 
In many cases, it is connected 

to an overactive bladder. UUI 
affects millions of all ages and 
genders but is more common 
in women. 

 “The Altavivia procedure 
offers a simple, hopeful next 
step for managing UUI,” Yeh 
said. “It’s designed to fit easily 
into daily life, automatically 
delivering therapy to restore 
bladder control and allowing 
patients to stay active and 
confident.  I am pleased we 
can offer this cutting-edge 
procedure here in south Geor-
gia, close to home, work, and 
family for area women.”

 Yeh, who practices with 
Southland Uro+Gynecology 
LLC, is a board-certified sub-
specialist in urogynecology and 
reconstructive pelvic surgery. 
She sees patients at six office 
locations, including Albany, 
Americus, Cordele, Thomas-
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ville, Warner Robins and Val-
dosta.  Yeh is an independent 
member of the TRMC Medi-
cal Staff and not an employee 
of Southwell or Tift Regional 

Health System Inc. 
 For more information, vis-

it www.MySouthwell.com/
providers or https://south-
landug.com/altaviva.

Widespread flu activity 
moving across Georgia

ATLANTA – Flu activity 
is widespread and severe in 
Georgia, and cases are likely 
to increase following the holi-
days and as Georgians return 
to work and school. The Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention also projects a 
severe flu season.

The Department of Public 
Health strongly urges individ-
uals who have not gotten a flu 
shot yet and have no medical 
conditions preventing them 
from doing so to take advan-
tage of the health benefits the 
flu vaccine provides as soon 
as possible.

 The CDC recommends that 
individuals over the age of six 
months receive a once-year-
ly flu vaccine – not just for 
their own protection, but to 
protect others around them 
who may be more vulnerable 
to the flu and its complica-
tions, including the elderly 
and immunocompromised. 
It takes about two weeks af-
ter vaccination for antibod-
ies that protect against flu to 
develop in the body, so now 
is the time to get a flu shot.

Even those who get the flu, 
the vaccine can help prevent 
severe illness, hospitalization, 
and, in extreme cases, death, 
health officials say. Those with 
questions are urged to consult 
with a health care professional 
(such as a licensed medical 
doctor, nurse, or other prac-
titioner) for questions about 
the flu shot.

The flu vaccine is widely 
available at public health de-
partments, doctors’ offices, 
grocery stores, neighborhood 
clinics and pharmacies.

Flu symptoms and their se-

verity can vary from person 
to person and may include 
fever, cough, sore throat, 
runny or stuffy nose, body 
aches, headache, chills and 
fatigue. Some people are at 
higher risk of developing se-
rious complications if they 
get sick. This includes people 
65 years and older, people of 
any age with certain chronic 
medical conditions such as 
asthma, diabetes, or heart 
disease, pregnant women, 
and children younger than 
5 years old, but especially 
those younger than 2.

In some cases, health care 
providers may recommend 
antiviral drugs to treat the flu. 
Antiviral drugs are prescrip-
tion medications and are most 
effective when taken within 
48 hours of symptom onset.

There are other tried and 
true measures individuals 
can take to help prevent the 
spread of flu:

Frequent and thorough hand-
washing with soap and warm 
water. Alcohol based gels are 
the next-best thing for those 
who don’t have access to soap 
and water.

Avoid touching your face, 
as flu germs can get into the 
body through the mucus mem-
branes of the nose, mouth 
and eyes.

Those who are sick, stay 
home from school or work. 
Flu sufferers should be free 
of a fever, without the use of 
a fever reducer, for at least 
24 hours before returning 
to school or work.

 For more information about 
flu and how to prevent it, log 
on to dph.ga.gov/flu. Moni-
tor Georgia’s weekly influenza 
reports at dph.georgia.gov/
flu-activity-georgia. 
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Staff Photo: Tara Fletcher 
A tiny truck is strapped in on a trailer outside Academy Sports in Albany Saturday. The little guy most assuredly felt like a 
big boy riding solo on the lengthy trailer.

A lightened load


