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Error in state auditors’ data
center review inflated job 
production and economic value

ATLANTA — Data cen-
ters in Georgia did not pro-
duce the same high payback 
in exchange for nearly half a 
billion dollars in tax breaks 
as reported by state auditors 
last month, according to a 
correction issued.

In a report first released on 
Christmas Eve, the Georgia 
Department of Audits and 
Accounts said the state effec-
tively gave away $474 million 
in the fiscal year that ended in 
July by exempting data cen-
ters from some taxes.

In exchange, auditors said, 
data centers created 28,350 
construction-related jobs in 
2025, adding $3.4 billion 
to the state economy. And 
they created another 5,471 
data center operations jobs, 
for an additional $823 mil-
lion injection into the state 
economy.

But the state agency has 
revised those numbers. Data 
centers produced less than a 
third as many jobs and less 
than a third as much eco-
nomic value, they wrote in a 
summary of a full report by 
the Carl Vinson Institute of 
Government at the Univer-
sity of Georgia.

Data centers actually pro-
duced 8,505 construction 
jobs that added $1 billion to 
the economy and 1,641 oper-
ations jobs for another $247 
million added.

There was no explanation 
for the error. The table with 
the employment and value 
numbers in the underlying 
Carl Vinson report that was 
linked to the corrected release 
still contained the same fig-
ures as the December version.

Data centers have become 
controversial due to their de-
mands on water and power 
infrastructure.

By Ty Tagami
Capitol Beat News Service
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Release Date: Tuesday, January 20, 2026

ACROSS
1 Facing attack 

from all sides
6 Getup

10 Target’s target, 
for one

14 “Well done!”
15 Double-reed 

woodwind
16 Each, informally
17 Uses as evidence 

in a research 
paper

18 Run a rag over
19 Tuckered out
20 Trousers with 

tool-carrying 
pockets and 
loops

23 Elite squads
24 Bubble source, 

maybe
25 __ Lanka
26 Give up, in an 

idiom
30 “So glad I don’t 

have to deal with 
that”

35 Broke bread
36 Amazement
37 “By __ way ... ”
38 Goal of 

meditation, 
perhaps

45 Lifestyle brand 
with origins in 
surf culture

46 “Yeah, right!”
47 Liquor in a bee’s 

knees cocktail
48 Fitting 

measurement
51 Backpedaled, 

or what’s found 
in 20-, 30-, and 
38-Across

56 Desertlike
57 Layered cookie
58 Whirlpool 

subsidiary
60 __ de gallo: salsa 

choice
61 “Hot To Go!” 

singer Chappell
62 Resonates, as a 

successful joke
63 Witnessed
64 IDs that never 

begin with 666
65 Punctuation in a 

web address

DOWN
1 “EastEnders” 

airer

2 Oldest child on 
“The Goldbergs”

3 Occupied, as a 
diner booth

4 “Into Thin Air” 
mountain peak

5 More than is 
needed

6 Bridal shop 
selections

7 “You haven’t 
changed __!”

8 Tire swing line
9 Potbelly

10 Ritchie Valens 
hit

11 Doing business
12 Farm animal 

in some yoga 
classes

13 Makes a choice
21 Dubai dignitary
22 “How Long” 

singer Charlie
26 Prompted on 

stage
27 Against
28 “If u ask me ... ”
29 Many a 

promgoer
30 Big blast
31 “At Last” singer 

James
32 Arctic seabird
33 Crochet need

34 Be behind, in a 
way

39 Spurred to action
40 Tend to risotto
41 Motion detectors 

for automatic 
doors

42 “Yeah, try again”
43 Informal clothing
44 Rising current of 

warm air
48 Significant 

figures
49 Yoga pose

50 Fixes
51 Hard knocks?
52 Source of 

Buffalo’s lake-
effect snow

53 Moral 
shortcoming

54 Cupid’s 
counterpart

55 Academic 
administrator with 
a list

59 Barbecue 
residue

CROSSWORD

ANSWER TO TODAY'S PUZZLE:

Wanda Kay Hudgins 
(Lanier) 

Wanda Kay Lanier Hudgins, 
age 78, is now at peace in 
the arms of her Savior, Jesus 
Christ. She passed away 
January 12, 2026 at her home 
in Albany, GA.

Wanda was born April 26, 
1947 to the late Christine and 
Roy Lanier of Patmos, GA.

She met her husband, 
Lamar, at a young age. They 
became childhood sweethearts 
and married at the age of 18. 
They celebrated their 60th 
wedding anniversary this past 
September 3. Together, they 
had two children - Elizabeth 
“Libby” Powell (Don) of Mari-
etta, GA and James Hudgins 
(Ruth) of Rogers, AR. Wanda 
has six grandchildren - Nicho-
las Reale, Jay Hudgins, Caleb 
Hudgins, Micah Hudgins, 
Brittany Powell Seeloff (Tucker) 
and Alicia Powell. She also 
has twin great-grandchildren 
- Powell and Murphy Seeloff. 
They all will deeply miss their 
grandmother and “KK.”

Her siblings are Mary Nell 
Hall (Chuck, deceased) of 
Martin, GA; Sam Lanier (Pat, 
deceased) of Albany, GA; Ray 
Lanier of Milton, FL; Randy 
Lanier (Margie) of Wetumpka, 
AL; and Ken Lanier (Trina) of 
Patmos, GA.

Wanda was a devoted 
homemaker and also served 
as Business Manager for 
Southern D E, Inc. She loved 
her Lord Jesus, her family (and 
all the cousins), and each and 
every one of her numerous 
family reunions - her favorite 
reunion being the annual Griffin 
Reunion in Patmos, GA. She 
could cook like none other. 
Her homemade fried chicken, 
hot chocolate, and strawberry 
cakes were legendary. She 
cherished every moment with 
her family, especially marveling 
at the Hudgins’ spectacular 
annual fireworks display at 
Christmas.

She was a faithful servant of 
the Lord. She led by example, 
teaching Sunday School at 
Gillionville Baptist and other 
churches for over 50 years. 
Her home was a haven of 
prayer and support, not just for 
her children but for countless 
others in need of guidance 
and comfort. She was an avid 
reader of books and read the 
Bible through over 35 times.

At the family’s request there 
will be a visitation at 1:00 pm 
followed by the funeral at 
2:00 pm at Gillionville Baptist 
Church, 4614 Gillionville Rd, 
Albany, GA on Saturday, 
January 17, 2026. Following, 
there will be a Graveside 
Service at Patmos Free Will 
Baptist Church Cemetery, 1145 
SR-216, Leary, GA.

Those desiring may make 
memorials in memory of 
Wanda Kay Lanier Hudgins 
to Gillionville Baptist Church, 
4614 Gillionville Rd., Albany, 
GA, 31721 or Phoebe Hospice, 
320 Foundation Lane, Albany, 
GA, 31707, both of which were 
close to Wanda’s heart.
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reader of books and read the 
Bible through over 35 times.
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Last month, the state Pub-
lic Service Commission ap-
proved a nearly 10-gigawatt 
expansion request by Geor-
gia Power to supply current 

and anticipated demand by 
the centers, which are pow-
ering the development of ar-
tificial intelligence as well as 
traditional internet services.

Albany Classifieds

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE

Houses for Sale

FOR SALE BY OWNER
954 Summitt Dr NE,
Dawson, GA 39842

Move-in ready renovated
brick ranch.3 bedrooms, 
1.5 baths, fresh paint, 
new flooring, covered
patio, large backyard.

$98,900    229-347-0086

REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT

Houses for rent
FOR RENT!
3 BR 2 bath

West Albany,
Lake Park area

Hardwood floors, central air
and heat, fireplace, carport

Call 229-886-6488

SERVICE 
DIRECTORY

Home Repair/
Remodeling

PAINTING 
AND HOME

REPAIR
Tile work, 

popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.

Just one call, 
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES

 229-349-5475

MERCHANDISE

Firewood

SEASONED & GREEN
OAK FIREWOOD

Truck Load delivered and
stacked $150

Fat Lighter Available.
Also for sale: $25 Burn
Barrels & barrel wood.

Call 229-288-1375

JOBS

Full-Time
SOUTHWEST GEORGIA
COMMUNITY ACTION
COUNCIL, INC. is seeking
qualified (general, electrical,
HVAC, plumbing)
contractors to repair/replace
and to install Weatherization
Measures for home energy
savings for low income
families in the counties of
Baker, Calhoun, Clay,
Colquitt, Decatur,
Dougherty, Early, Grady,
Lee, Miller, Mitchell,
Quitman, Randolph,
Seminole, Terrell, Thomas,
and Worth. Contact Dusniel
Alvarez or Ihan Lopez at
229-985-3610, or 912 1st
Avenue, S.E., Moultrie, GA;
or at
dalvarez@swgacac.com to
request an application and
general instructions.
M/WBE and Labor Surplus
Area Firms are encouraged
to apply. Applications must
be received by 5:00 p.m. on
February 28, 2026. Late
applications may not be
considered.

Full-Time
Volunteers of America

Southeast
The Millennium Center –

Cuthbert, GA

Program Director –
Women’s Recovery &

Substance Use Services

Program Director needed
for managing the daily
operations of a substance
use treatment program in
Cuthbert, GA. Minimum
requirements include a
Bachelor’s Degree in a
relevant field from an
accredited institution, a
CAC Level II, one (1) year
supervisory experience and
five (5) years experience
working with chemically
dependent individuals. For
more information and
application instructions, go
to www.voase.org/careers.
EOE/Drug Free Workplace/
E-Verify.

VEHICLES

Vehicles

2013 Jeep Wrangler
Sahara Unlimited. Looks
brand new. 132K miles,
$18,500. 894-6472

CALL 229-888-9300
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