
 ALBANYHERALD.COM ♦ THURSDAY, JANUARY 22, 2026 ♦ 11A

Proposed legislation would hold 
down property tax increases that 
fund Georgia schools

ATLANTA — Tax increases 
on Georgia homeowners could 
be limited to the inflation rate 
— including taxes for educa-
tion after most school systems 
decided against capping prop-
erty tax hikes last year.

The state Senate’s Republi-
can majority introduced a bill 
this week that would require all 
school systems to limit prop-
erty tax increases that occur 
because of rising home values. 

About 71% of Georgia’s 180 
school systems voted last year 
to reject the cap, as allowed by 
state law. This year’s bill would 
change that law and prevent 
school systems from opting 
out of the cap.

If approved, the legislation 
would save homeowners mon-
ey — and reduce funding for 
public education in some ar-
eas. School systems would lose 
the ability to tax property on 
values that rose higher than 
the inflation rate in the pre-
vious year.

“The majority of people in 
Georgia aren’t seeing the re-
lief that was promised because 
they’re continuing to see dou-
ble-digit tax increases,” state 
Sen. Chuck Hufstetler, R-Rome, 
the lead sponsor of Senate Bill 
382, said. “People have seen 
huge property tax increases, 
and we need to limit it to the 
rate of inflation. We all need to 
live within our means.”

While no one likes paying 
higher taxes, schools would 
pay the price, said John Zaun-
er, executive director of the 
Georgia School Superinten-
dents Association.

Education expenses would 
continue to rise with inflation, 
but school systems would re-
ceive less money from prop-
erty taxes.

“I’m sympathetic. I pay tax-
es, and they’re always going 
up,” Zauner said. “But that’s 
the only choice local districts 
have. They don’t have any oth-
er options.”

Under a state law and consti-
tutional amendment approved 

by voters in 2024, home prop-
erty assessments are capped at 
the inflation rate for the pre-
vious year. By holding down 
increases in property values, 
property tax hikes are also lim-
ited because they’re based on 
the assessed value of a home 
and the property tax rate.

Besides school systems, the 
proposed bill would also affect 
city and county governments 
that also opted out of the tax 
cap. About 29% of city and 
county governments voted 
against capping their property 
tax values last year, according 
to records from the secretary 
of state’s office.

Lt. Gov. Burt Jones said the 
property tax bill is a priority for 
this year’s legislative session.

“As part of our ongoing ef-
forts to keep costs low and put 
more money back in Georgians’ 
pockets, this legislation will 
limit increases in home values 
for property taxes year to year 
and require more accountabil-
ity and transparency in our 
local taxation procedures,” 
Jones said.

The property tax limit is one 
of several tax proposals being 
debated at the Capitol.

Senate Republicans also want 
to gradually eliminate income 
taxes, while House Speaker 
Jon Burns, R-Newington, sug-
gested he favors ending home-
stead property taxes.

Gov. Brian Kemp said in his 
State of the State Address on 
Thursday he wants to give tax 
rebates averaging $250 per 
taxpayer, as well as reducing 
the state income tax rate by 
one-fifth of a percentage point, 
to 4.99%.

By Mark Niesse
Capitol Beat News Service
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ACROSS
1 Self motivators?
5 Teeny

10 Brand new
14 Coming up
15 Health care cost
16 Sorbet berry
17 Toy company 

acquired by 
Mattel in 1997

18 *“What did you 
just say?”

20 Workout wear
22 For adult 

audiences
23 “That one’s for 

you”
24 Put through an 

X-ray
26 “Succession” 

surname
27 Juvenile retort
28 Shearing day 

sound
29 Katherine 

Moennig’s “The L 
Word” role

31 Shaming syllable
32 Renaissance 

faire competitions
35 “Confirmed, 

captain”
36 *Folks who may 

be at the point of 
no return?

38 Chaotic crowd
40 “Begin”
41 “The Price Is 

Right” network
44 Top medals
46 Soap ingredient
47 Wuhan welcome
49 Tally
50 Golfer’s pocketful
52 Devices at a 

counter-service 
restaurant

53 Emphatic 
assertion

55 Opulent
56 *Raspberry
59 Reddit Q&As
61 Brontë sister
62 Works for
63 Egyptian river
64 Cleaning cloths
65 Tickle pink
66 Truck bar

DOWN
1 Tonsillectomy doc
2 Jumbo jets?
3 *Beef cut that 

may be braised

4 Reaches a new 
low?

5 Adam of 
“Severance”

6 Mineral hardness 
eponym

7 Mimic
8 Loose
9 Stretchy fabric

10 Gordita dough
11 Freeze frame?
12 “Give me a single 

example”
13 Rainbow pattern
19 Garden fixtures
21 Spanish wine
23 Actress 

Dennings
24 Struts with style
25 Vintage 

sunglasses 
shape

28 Seat belt fastener
30 Owns
33 Maker of Stick & 

Stay plates and 
bowls for kids

34 Head south?
36 “More info soon”
37 Like much music
38 Biotech firm 

developing 
cancer vaccines

39 Dated ditty

41 Savory party 
snack, and what 
can be found 
in the answers 
to the starred 
clues?

42 Leave nothing to 
the imagination

43 Distress call
44 Stonewall Inn, 

for one
45 “__: Soulsville 

U.S.A.”: HBO 
documentary 

about a record 
label

48 Invasive lizard in 
Florida

51 “Cabaret” role for 
Alan Cumming

52 Intrinsically
54 French model 

Rau
55 First step, say
57 “2001” 

supercomputer
58 Historical period
60 “Comprende?”
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William “Bill” McKinnon Jr.
William Ralph “Bill” McK-

innon, Jr., age 83, of Griffin, 
Georgia, passed away on 
Tuesday, January 13, 2026, at 
Brightmoor Hospice.

Bill was born in Edison, 
Georgia, on August 26, 
1942, son of the late William 
R. McKinnon, Sr. and Sara 
DeWolfe McKinnon. Bill was 
a proud veteran of the United 
States Navy, having served on 
the USS Saratoga, and then 
spent many years working at 
the family business, McKinnon 
Feed and Seed, in Cuthbert, 
Georgia. He was a successful 
salesman until retirement.

Survivors include his 
daughters, Megan Lokey 
(Chris) of Griffin, GA and Chloe 
Neely (Todd) of Pittsburgh, 
PA; son, Chase McKinnon of 
Cartersville, GA; brother, Tony 
McKinnon (Gail) of Dallas, TX; 
grandchildren, Sara Lokey, 
Shelby Lokey, Jamie Neely, 
Loreli McKinnon, and Neva 
McKinnon.

There will be a graveside 
memorial service at Eastview 
Cemetery in Cuthbert, Georgia 
on Saturday, January 24, at 
2:00 pm.

Conner-Westbury Funeral 
Home 1891 W. McIntosh Road 
Griffin is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Senator Chuck Hufstetler

Albany Classifieds

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE

Houses for Sale

FOR SALE BY OWNER
954 Summitt Dr NE,
Dawson, GA 39842

Move-in ready renovated
brick ranch.3 bedrooms, 
1.5 baths, fresh paint, 
new flooring, covered
patio, large backyard.

$98,900    229-347-0086

REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT

Houses for rent
FOR RENT!
3 BR 2 bath

West Albany,
Lake Park area

Hardwood floors, central air
and heat, fireplace, carport

Call 229-886-6488

SERVICE 
DIRECTORY

Home Repair/
Remodeling

PAINTING 
AND HOME

REPAIR
Tile work, 

popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.

Just one call, 
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES

 229-349-5475

MERCHANDISE

Firewood

SEASONED & GREEN
OAK FIREWOOD

Truck Load delivered and
stacked $150

Fat Lighter Available.
Also for sale: $25 Burn
Barrels & barrel wood.

Call 229-288-1375

JOBS

Full-Time
SOUTHWEST GEORGIA
COMMUNITY ACTION
COUNCIL, INC. is seeking
qualified (general, electrical,
HVAC, plumbing)
contractors to repair/replace
and to install Weatherization
Measures for home energy
savings for low income
families in the counties of
Baker, Calhoun, Clay,
Colquitt, Decatur,
Dougherty, Early, Grady,
Lee, Miller, Mitchell,
Quitman, Randolph,
Seminole, Terrell, Thomas,
and Worth. Contact Dusniel
Alvarez or Ihan Lopez at
229-985-3610, or 912 1st
Avenue, S.E., Moultrie, GA;
or at
dalvarez@swgacac.com to
request an application and
general instructions.
M/WBE and Labor Surplus
Area Firms are encouraged
to apply. Applications must
be received by 5:00 p.m. on
February 28, 2026. Late
applications may not be
considered.

Volunteers of America
Southeast

The Millennium Center –
Cuthbert, GA

Program Director –
Women’s Recovery &

Substance Use Services

Program Director needed
for managing the daily
operations of a substance
use treatment program in
Cuthbert, GA. Minimum
requirements include a
Bachelor’s Degree in a
relevant field from an
accredited institution, a 

Full-Time
CAC Level II, one (1) year
supervisory experience and
five (5) years experience
working with chemically
dependent individuals. For
more information and
application instructions, go
to www.voase.org/careers.
EOE/Drug Free Workplace/
E-Verify.

VEHICLES

Vehicles

2013 Jeep Wrangler
Sahara Unlimited. Looks
brand new. 132K miles,
$18,500. 894-6472

in print & online
albanyherald.com
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Market Your Home
Where More Locals Look.

Reach thousands of potential
buyers in your local market when

you present your property in
Real Estate.

For more information
Call Phil 

229-888-9300 EXT 103

Real Estate




