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State House to operate minus one member 
after Henderson’s suspension from office

ATLANTA — The Geor-
gia General Assembly will be 
down another lawmaker dur-
ing this legislative session after 
the suspension of a state rep-
resentative who was indicted 
last month in federal court.

Gov. Brian Kemp ordered the 
suspension of State Rep. Sha-
ron Henderson, D-Covington, 
after a committee of elected 
officials determined that her 
indictment “does relate to and 
adversely affects” her duties as 
a lawmaker.

The suspension, which Kemp 
signed Thursday, is in effect 
until Henderson’s term ends 
or her case is closed.

A quick disposition appears 
unlikely. Henderson has re-
tained a lawyer, and her case 
in the U.S. District Court in At-
lanta is scheduled for a pretrial 
conference Feb. 19.

Henderson is accused of two 
counts of theft of government 
funds and 10 counts of mak-

ing false statements in con-
nection with claims that she 
filed for federal unemployment 
benefits during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Prosecutors alleged 
she collected $17,811 in unem-
ployment benefits to which she 
was not entitled.

Another member of the state 
House quickly resolved charges 
related to defrauding the same 
unemployment program.

Former Rep. Karen Bennett, 
D-Stone Mountain, pleaded 
guilty in the same federal court 
to making false statements to 
fraudulently obtain $13,940 in 
federal emergency relief funds 
during the pandemic, Theodore 
S. Hertzberg, the U.S. District 
Attorney for the Northern Dis-
trict of Georgia, announced 
Wednesday.

Kemp was required by the 
Georgia Constitution to as-
semble the review committee 
on Henderson’s status.

On Jan. 8, he appointed three 
members. Two were Republi-
cans: Attorney General Chris 

Carr and Rep. Jan Jones, R-
Milton, the House speaker pro 
tem. The third was Sen. Harold 
Jones II, D-Augusta, the Sen-
ate minority leader.

They issued their finding 
Thursday, the same day Kemp 
suspended Henderson.

Several other seats in the 
legislature remain open for a 
variety of reasons, but Secre-
tary of State Brad Raffensperg-
er has been scheduling special 
elections to fill them, with one 
for Bennett’s vacated seat on 
March 10.

By Ty Tagami
Capitol Beat News Service
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Carolyn Meadows, age 82, of 
Cordele passed away on Janu-
ary 22, 2026. Carolyn was born 
to the late Johnny and Matilda 
Kennedy. During her life, she 
worked for various companies 
in retail sales of which she 
eventually retired. Carolyn’s 
family was of most importance 
and priority, and spending 
time with them and her cher-
ished grandchildren were the 
enjoyment of her daily routine. 
According to her family, if there 
is a word that could describe 
her adventures, it might be the 
word, shopaholic. The shear 
enjoyment of browsing through 
different stores and purchasing 
selected items was a delight. 
While house cleaning is not 
everyone’s “cup of tea,” Car-
olyn considered it a pleasure. 
When she watched television, 
the Hallmark channel brought 
her much relaxation. Carolyn is 
survived by husband, Jimmie 
Meadows of Cordele, GA; 
her children, Mark Richards 
(Donna), Sherry Richards, 
Tara Chambers; and grand-
children, Hunter Chambers, 
Tristan Chambers, Carson 
Chambers, Callie Richards, 
and Cheyenne Richards. The 
family will receive guests at 
Rainey Family Funeral Ser-
vices, in the chapel, at 10 am, 
Tuesday, January 27. A funeral 
service will take place after the 
visitation at 11:00 am, in the 
chapel as well. Burial will follow 
at Sunnyside Cemetery. Rainey 
Family Funeral Services of 
Cordele is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Carolyn Meadows

Mr. Ronald Wayne Davis, 66, 
of Albany, peacefully passed 
away on Friday, January 23, 
2026. Born on June 2, 1959, 
in Albany, Wayne was the son 
of the late William C. Davis 
and Lois E. Baggett Davis. 
Wayne attended Dougherty 
County High School and greatly 
enjoyed playing baseball. He 
was always full of laughter 
and loved to joke around with 
family and friends. He worked 
in construction for most of his 
life, enjoyed dove hunting and 
saltwater fishing. He was of 
the Baptist faith and will be 
greatly missed. Those left to 
cherish his memory include 
his children, Jessica Jones of 
Leesburg, Caitlin Davis of San 
Antionio, TX, and Amber Barton 
of Colorado Springs, CO; and 
his siblings, Martha Guyton of 
Albany, Sammy Davis and Liz 
of Sylvester, Yvonne Davis of 
North Carolina, Donna Strudas 
and Alan of Bradenton, FL, and 
Karen Bradberry of Jupiter, FL; 
“paw paw” to 6 grandchildren 
and 1 great-grandchild; several 
nieces, nephews and extended 
family. 

In accordance with the 
wishes of Wayne services will 
be private. Joseph W. Jones 
Funeral Home has been 
entrusted with the care of the 
family of Mr. Ronald Wayne 
Davis.

Ronald Wayne Davis

Carolyn Meadows, age 82, of 
Cordele passed away on Janu-
ary 22, 2026. Carolyn was born 
to the late Johnny and Matilda 
Kennedy. During her life, she 
worked for various companies 
in retail sales of which she 
eventually retired. Carolyn’s 
family was of most importance 
and priority, and spending 
time with them and her cher-
ished grandchildren were the 
enjoyment of her daily routine. 
According to her family, if there 
is a word that could describe 
her adventures, it might be the 
word, shopaholic. The shear 
enjoyment of browsing through 
different stores and purchasing 
selected items was a delight. 
While house cleaning is not 
everyone’s “cup of tea,” Car-
olyn considered it a pleasure. 
When she watched television, 
the Hallmark channel brought 
her much relaxation. Carolyn is 
survived by husband, Jimmie 
Meadows of Cordele, GA; 
her children, Mark Richards 
(Donna), Sherry Richards, 
Tara Chambers; and grand-
children, Hunter Chambers, 
Tristan Chambers, Carson 
Chambers, Callie Richards, 
and Cheyenne Richards. The 
family will receive guests at 
Rainey Family Funeral Ser-
vices, in the chapel, at 10 am, 
Tuesday, January 27. A funeral 
service will take place after the 
visitation at 11:00 am, in the 
chapel as well. Burial will follow 
at Sunnyside Cemetery. Rainey 
Family Funeral Services of 
Cordele is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Carolyn Meadows

But those who hope in the Lord
will renew their strength.

They will soar on wings like eagles;
they will run and not grow weary,

they will walk and not be faint.
Isaiah 40:31

Sharon Henderson
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ACROSS
1 Grape used for 

sweet wine
7 Ornery sort

11 Nev. neighbor
14 Colored ring
15 Like many new 

recruits
17 Airport area
18 Noble title
19 High-five, e.g.
20 HP supply
22 Airport serving 

Tokyo
23 Make changes to
26 Buttonlike flower
27 Silky material
30 Spoken
32 Novelist Lurie
34 The Mustangs of 

the NCAA
35 Feel sorry about
38 Tennis shutout
40 Run away (with)
43 1980s Formula 

One driver __ 
Fabi

44 North Sea diving 
bird

46 Fill with bubbles
47 Leaping rodent
50 Edsel, notably
51 Follow, as a tip
54 Ties in knots
56 Kin of ad hoc
58 Add color to
59 Set of 

circumstances
63 With 65-Across, 

request from 
some diners, 
or what a black 
square creates in 
rows 3, 6, 8, and 
10 of this puzzle

65 See 63-Across
67 Perfect  

examples
68 Maintenance job
69 Champagne label 

word
70 Transmitted
71 Place for mail to 

accumulate

DOWN
1 Floor cushions
2 Eurasia’s __ 

Mountains
3 “Buona __”
4 Be made up of
5 Taking after
6 Understood

7 Birds that 
make hourly 
appearances

8 Card game with 
an edition for 
colorblind players

9 Shock
10 Legislative 

century
11 Had DiGiorno, 

perhaps
12 Takes five
13 Emphatic 

agreement
16 Fine fiddle
21 Veterans Day 

mo.
24 Mireille of 

“Hanna”
25 Peruvian 

metropolis
27 Shaker fill
28 __ vera
29 Early DVR
31 Birthplace of 

2021 AL Rookie 
of the Year 
Randy Arozarena

33 Closely related
35 Cover a lot of 

ground
36 King James 

preposition
37 Garden of delight

39 Ice cream 
containers

41 “Don’t __ yourself 
short”

42 __ roll
45 Most charitable
47 Insinuated
48 Año openers
49 Nonprofessional
51 Semicircular 

recesses
52 Pancake with 

frizzled edges

53 Debate 
assignment

55 Prefix with linear
57 Broadway 

“Auntie”
60 Aspire laptop 

maker
61 Predatory 

seabird
62 Catch sight of
64 Lost Tribes 

number
66 Nomadic invader

CROSSWORD

ANSWER TO TODAY'S PUZZLE:
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REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE

Houses for Sale

FOR SALE BY OWNER
954 Summitt Dr NE,
Dawson, GA 39842

Move-in ready renovated
brick ranch.3 bedrooms, 
1.5 baths, fresh paint, 
new flooring, covered
patio, large backyard.

$98,900    229-347-0086

REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT

Houses for rent
FOR RENT!
3 BR 2 bath

West Albany,
Lake Park area

Hardwood floors, central air
and heat, fireplace, carport

Call 229-886-6488

MERCHANDISE

Firewood

SEASONED & GREEN
OAK FIREWOOD

Truck Load delivered and
stacked $150

Fat Lighter Available.
Also for sale: $25 Burn
Barrels & barrel wood.

Call 229-288-1375

PETS/LIVESTOCK

Dogs
FOR SALE

Llewellin & English Setter
puppies, German

Shorthaired Pointer
puppies, Trained bird dogs.
Booking quail hunts & duck
hunts. Call 334-549-6842.

JOBS

Full-Time
Volunteers of America

Southeast
The Millennium Center –

Cuthbert, GA

Program Director –
Women’s Recovery &

Substance Use Services

Program Director needed
for managing the daily
operations of a substance
use treatment program in
Cuthbert, GA. Minimum
requirements include a
Bachelor’s Degree in a
relevant field from an
accredited institution, a
CAC Level II, one (1) year
supervisory experience and
five (5) years experience
working with chemically
dependent individuals. For
more information and
application instructions, go
to www.voase.org/careers.
EOE/Drug Free Workplace/
E-Verify.


