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Special Photo
Because of blood transfusions Valerio, a young heart patient, 
is able to survive.
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Charles R. (Bob) Lackey 
93, of Rabun County passed 
peacefully on January 20, 
2026. Known as “the Lightning 
Man”, he installed lightning pro-
tection to 120 wells in the area, 
much to his wife’s protest for 
his safety. To his friends, Bob 
was always generously offering 
his assistance with electrical 
and mechanical repairs. To his 
family, he stayed busy invent-
ing and installing efficiency 
devices in his home. Bob had 
the wonderful gift of storytelling, 
inheriting this trait from the 
Bohanan clan. He often shared 
his escapades of childhood 
in Conyers, his often-heard 
story of the PBY crash and his 
adventures on Grand Bahama 
Island.

Growing up as the only child 
of Estelle Bohanan and Roy 
Lackey, Bob became inter-
ested in electronics through 
Ed Cowan and Faye Camp in 
Conyers Georgia. He earned 
his HAM license at the age of 
16 demonstrating the ability 
to send/receive morse code. 
He continued this antiquated 
hobby until 2025, using WWII 
and Korean War equipment.

Bob was senior class Presi-
dent, often claiming that he was 
only chosen because he had a 
driver’s license. He also played 
the trumpet in band and sang 
bass in the FFA quartet. Joining 
the Naval Reserve and then 
enlistment as an aviation elec-
tronics technician, this opened 
doors to graduating from 
Southern Technical Institute. 
Bob enjoyed working for RCA 
on the missile range in Grand 
Bahama Island, followed by 
Telemetry Specialist at Patrick 
AFB in Florida.

Bob courted Jeanette John-
son for eight years before being 
married in 1957. Their marriage 
of 65 years is testimony to a 
younger generation.

Transferring back to 
Conyers, he was Assistant 
Electrical Engineer at South-
eastern Elevator until he was 
recruited by Western Union/
Contel as Site Supervisor, sta-
tioned on the Marine Logistics 
Base in Albany. Upon retiring 
in 1992, he and his wife built 
their retirement home in Rabun 
County.

Through his life’s travels, 
Bob has always had a “con-
stant grounding” in his spiritual 
faith. Committed to active 
leadership in the church, 
Bob set a shining example of 
Christian stewardship for his 
children/grandchildren, whether 
he was repairing electrical work 
in a church, teaching Sunday 
School, singing in the choir, 
or playing trumpet for Sunrise 
Services. Bob was an active 
volunteer as Boy Scout leader 
in Cocoa Beach and in Albany, 
Meals on Wheels, RAP volun-
teer, and Habitat for Humanity.

Bob Lackey is preceded in 
death by his wife of 65 years, 
Jeanette J. Lackey. He is 
survived by his son, Charles 
Lackey Jr. (Melissa), daughter 
Julia Hamilton (AJ), and grand-
sons, Dale and Richard (Emily).

His Celebration of Life will be 
held on Saturday, February 21, 
2026 at 12 noon, Clayton First 
United Methodist Church. In 
lieu of flowers, please consider 
making a donation to Clayton 
FUMC, Habitat for Humanity, 
Blood Cancer United or Mela-
noma Research Foundation.

Beck Funeral Home, in Clay-
ton, Georgia, honored to serve 
the family of Charles R. (Bob) 
Lackey. An online Memorial 
Register Book is available at 
www.beckfuneralhome.com.

Charles  “Bob” R. Lackey

Now faith is the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen.

– Hebrews 11:1

Nationwide blood shortage:
Red Cross urges immediate 
donations amid 35% drop

(NAPS)—The American 
Red Cross has declared a se-
vere blood shortage after the 
national supply fell by about 
35% in the past month—a 
crisis fueled by a surge in flu 
cases and winter storms dis-
rupting blood drives. Hospi-
tals already strained by flu-
related admissions are now 
being forced to triage criti-
cal blood products, putting 
trauma victims, mothers in 
childbirth, and patients with 
cancer or sickle cell disease 
at serious risk.

“After the holiday distrac-
tions, we enter flu season—a 
time when Hispanics face a 
higher risk of hos-
pitalization due to 
limited access to 
healthcare,” says 
Dr. Maribel Gar-
cía Colón, Med-
ical Director at 
the American 
Red Cross. “At 
the same time, 
winter weather 
leads to more ac-
cidents where a 
person may require an emer-
gency transfusion. This is 
where Hispanics can make a 
difference: 60% of this popu-
lation has type O blood, the 
most commonly used blood 
type in emergencies when 
there’s no time to determine 
a patient’s blood type. By do-
nating blood, we give others 
the chance to live.”

Last month alone, nearly 
400 blood drives were can-
celed due to severe winter 
weather, leaving thousands of 
donations uncollected. With 
more storms forecast, the sit-
uation could worsen without 
immediate donor action.

“Thanks to blood dona-
tions, Valerio is celebrating 
his sixth birthday.”

Having just turned six, Vale-
rio has overcome health chal-
lenges that rival those faced by 
the superheroes he admires. 
Born with a rare congenital 
condition affecting the left side 
of the heart—Valerio’s doc-
tors told his mother, Liliana, 
that he would need multiple 
heart surgeries to survive. 

The first of four open-heart 
surgeries took place just one 
week after his birth. Blood 
transfusions were critical to 
the success of each proce-
dure. “If he hadn’t received 
the blood he needed during 
surgery—and the platelets 
afterward—Valerio wouldn’t 

have recovered so 
quickly,” says Lil-
iana. 

She vividly re-
members the fear 
of imagining what 
might happen 
if blood hadn’t 
been available. 
“Blood donations 
have shaped the 
course of our fam-
ily’s life. My son is 

resilient and faces everything 
with courage, but none of this 
would be possible without the 
generosity of blood donors.” 

How You Can Help 
There’s no time to wait. 

Book an appointment now 
to give blood or platelets by 
using the Blood Donor App, 
visiting RedCrossBlood.org 
or calling 1-800-RED CROSS 
(1-800-733-2767).  All blood 
types are needed, especially 
O, A negative, and B negative.

“Thanks to 
blood 

donations, 
Valerio is 
celebrat-

ing his sixth 
birthday.”
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ACROSS
1 Latte purveyors
6 __ one’s time

10 Volcanic eruption 
residue

13 Company name 
often said with a 
quack

14 Indiana NBAer
15 Community 

leader?
16 Oscar-nominated 

Disney film set in 
Alaska

18 Programming 
language named 
for the first 
Countess of 
Lovelace

19 Decisive periods, 
for short

20 Tinkered (with)
21 Leave a mark on
22 Kimono sash
23 P-like Greek letter
24 Peaceful protests
26 Hostile territory, 

idiomatically
30 Esteems
31 Savory flavor
32 Comics icon Lee
33 Startup co.’s 

milestone
34 Angel City FC 

org.
38 “Fear of Flying” 

author Jong
41 __ dust: 

pervasive orange 
powder

43 Canadian 
province that 
hosted the 2010 
Winter Olympics

47 Moving van sign, 
perhaps

48 Tent stake
49 Cozy lodging
50 Kauai, for one
51 __ Rica
54 “I’ll __ around”
55 Outstanding
56 Bubble tea 

option, or a 
feature of 
16-, 26-, and 
43-Across

59 Dosage no.
60 Pioneering 

computer
61 “Opposites 

Attract” singer 
Paula

62 Arles article
63 Dangerous date 

for Caesar
64 Blockade

DOWN
1 Bus alternative
2 Genre created 

by Nigerian 
musician Fela 
Kuti

3 Nautical convoy
4 Sups or downs
5 CalArts or 

Caltech
6 Coddle
7 Slurpee kin
8 Salt lake fed by 

the Jordan River
9 Mispronounce a 

word, say
10 Prominent part of 

a giraffe’s diet
11 Impalas and 

Civics
12 Publisher William 

Randolph __
14 Evidence
17 Institutional 

belief
21 Ms. magazine 

co-founder 
Gloria

22 “Duh,” in a text
23 Bread with 

caraway seeds
25 PC pioneer
27 Crescent moon 

shape
28 Rapper Shakur
29 Med. care option

33 German personal 
pronoun

35 Installment in an 
online series

36 Invasive insect 
native to East 
Asia

37 Advance, as 
funds

39 Outer edge
40 Words to support 

a motion
41 Like a radio edit
42 Remain close to

43 __ shower
44 Job application 

document
45 Shore recesses
46 Fiber-__ cable
52 Mayberry moppet
53 Me-time spots
54 “Broad City” star 

Jacobson
56 Shar-__: wrinkly 

dog
57 Hybrid need
58 Taphouse 

offering
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ANSWER TO TODAY'S PUZZLE:

Albany Classifieds

SERVICE 
DIRECTORY

Home Repair/
Remodeling

PAINTING 
AND HOME

REPAIR
Tile work, 

popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.

Just one call, 
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES

 229-349-5475

JOBS

Full-Time
Volunteers of America

Southeast
The Millennium Center –

Cuthbert, GA

Program Director –
Women’s Recovery &

Substance Use Services

Program Director needed
for managing the daily
operations of a substance
use treatment program in
Cuthbert, GA. Minimum
requirements include a
Bachelor’s Degree in a
relevant field from an
accredited institution, a
CAC Level II, one (1) year
supervisory experience and
five (5) years experience
working with chemically
dependent individuals. For
more information and
application instructions, go
to www.voase.org/careers.
EOE/Drug Free Workplace/
E-Verify.


