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Former NFL Pro Alex Smith fears 
concussions could cause football 
‘Existential Crisis’

(NAPS)—Alex Smith loves 
football. “Football is amazing. 
I think it’s the greatest team 
sport in America,” notes the 
former quarterback for the 
49ers, Chiefs and Command-
ers. But Smith is worried about 
the future of football. 

The Problem
A concussion sidelined Smith, 

ending his starting quarterback 
position with the San Francisco 
49ers in November 2012. He 
clearly remembers the moment 
of impact and afterwards as 
he struggled with his vision, 
unable to focus correctly. “It 
was at Candlestick and it was 
an incredible day. Very sunny 
and bright,” he recalls. “I kept 
thinking my vision would get 
better and it didn’t.” 

Smith felt recovered weeks 
later but was denied the op-
portunity of a lifetime: to play 
in Super Bowl XLVII. His con-
cussion was a wake-up call. 
The NFL star realized how vul-
nerable he and his teammates 
were to brain injury caused by 
“the greatest team sport on 
the planet.” “It’s scary stuff for 
all football players,” he notes, 
“It’s a scary looming thing we 
confront every time we play.”

What horrifies Smith is that 
“there are no approved treat-
ments, there are no approved 
tests that can definitively di-
agnose concussions. When 
it comes to concussion treat-
ment,” he observes, “it’s the 
same as it was 20, 40, 50, 100 
years ago.” Smith is troubled 
about players’ health, but he is 
also concerned about the mil-
lions of other Americans who 
get concussed. Every year, 7 to 
21 million concussions occur 
in this country.

Especially worrying is the 
number of young people who 
experience concussion symp-
toms. As many as 3.8 million 
sports-related concussions oc-
cur annually among youth aged 
18 years and younger. 

“I can’t tell you how many 
parents come up to me to talk 
about their kids and their con-
cussions. They ask me what they 
can do to ease their child’s pain. 
Do I tell them there’s nothing 
that can help?” 

Smith points out that while 
football contributes to the alarm-
ing brain injury statistics, many 
young people get concussed 
playing other sports and do-
ing other things young people 
like to do.  

Participation in high school 
football has dropped in the 
USA as awareness about con-
cussions has risen. While the 
NFL and others have added 
protocols and made helmets 
more effective in preventing 
skull fractures and reducing the 
force of an impact, they cannot 
stop concussions. Football is 
still dangerous. The sport could 
face what Smith calls an “ex-
istential crisis” as young ath-
letes shift to other less violent 
sports leaving few if anyone on 

the gridiron.
“It’s just crazy that there 

have been no significant break-
throughs in concussion re-
search...ever,” says Smith. “This 
is why I am working with Ox-
eia Biopharmaceuticals. I part-
nered with Oxeia to be a part 
of the solution. I want to work 
with this company to see if we 
can find some of the answers 
to brain injury recovery. Let’s 
figure this out.” 

There are currently no FDA-
approved treatments for con-
cussions, despite an estimated 
1.4 to 4.2 million Americans 
suffering from often debilitat-
ing post-concussion symptoms 
that can last months or years 
after the initial injury.

An Answer
Smith sees concussion ther-

apy as a real possibility. “I’m 
excited about what’s next but 
I know more people have to 
push for more medical innova-
tion for brain injury. The NFL, 
the pharmaceutical companies 
and even football fans need to 
start demanding and invest-
ing in concussion treatments.” 
What Else Is Being Done

Oxeia Biopharmaceuticals, 
a clinical-stage biotech com-
pany, is developing OXE103, a 
ghrelin-based therapy for per-
sistent concussion symptoms. 
OXE103 showed promise in 
Oxeia’s Phase 2a pilot clinical 
trial with an 85% responder rate 
in patients receiving OXE103 
compared to 33% with stan-
dard care alone. This was the 
first time any drug showed 
meaningful improvement in 
persistent concussion symp-
toms. The company is ready 
to move forward to Phase 2b 
trials.

What You Can Do
You can help find a solution. 

Oxeia launched a crowdfund-
ing campaign on StartEngine 
to fund a Phase 2b trial.

Learn More
Learn more about Oxeia’s 

mission to bring the first FDA-
approved treatment for persis-
tent concussion symptoms to 
market. Visit https://invest.
oxeiabiopharma.com.

Special Photo
Legendary quarterback and 
ESPN analyst Alex Smith has 
partnered with Oxeia Bio-
pharmaceuticals to share his 
experience with concussions 
in hopes of advancing the 
science to treat brain injury.
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OBITUARY

Charles  “Bob” R. Lackey
Charles R. (Bob) Lackey 93, 

of Rabun County passed 
peacefully on January 20, 
2026. Known as “the Lightning 
Man”, he installed lightning pro-
tection to 120 wells in the area, 
much to his wife’s protest for 
his safety. To his friends, Bob 
was always generously offering 
his assistance with electrical 
and mechanical repairs. To his 
family, he stayed busy invent-
ing and installing efficiency 
devices in his home. Bob had 
the wonderful gift of storytelling, 
inheriting this trait from the 
Bohanan clan. He often shared 
his escapades of childhood 
in Conyers, his often-heard 
story of the PBY crash and his 
adventures on Grand Bahama 
Island.

Growing up as the only child 
of Estelle Bohanan and Roy 
Lackey, Bob became inter-
ested in electronics through Ed 
Cowan and Faye Camp in 
Conyers Georgia. He earned 
his HAM license at the age of 
16 demonstrating the ability 
to send/receive morse code. 
He continued this antiquated 
hobby until 2025, using WWII 
and Korean War equipment.

Bob was senior class Presi-
dent, often claiming that he was 
only chosen because he had a 
driver’s license. He also played 
the trumpet in band and sang 
bass in the FFA quartet. Joining 
the Naval Reserve and then 
enlistment as an aviation elec-
tronics technician, this opened 
doors to graduating from 
Southern Technical Institute. 
Bob enjoyed working for RCA 
on the missile range in Grand 
Bahama Island, followed by 
Telemetry Specialist at Patrick 
AFB in Florida.

Bob courted Jeanette John-
son for eight years before being 
married in 1957. Their marriage 
of 65 years is testimony to a 
younger generation.

Transferring back to 
Conyers, he was Assistant 
Electrical Engineer at South-
eastern Elevator until he was 
recruited by Western Union/
Contel as Site Supervisor, sta-
tioned on the Marine Logistics 
Base in Albany. Upon retiring in 
1992, he and his wife built their 
retirement home in Rabun 
County.

Through his life’s travels, 
Bob has always had a “con-
stant grounding” in his spiritual 
faith. Committed to active 
leadership in the church, 
Bob set a shining example of 
Christian stewardship for his 
children/grandchildren, whether 
he was repairing electrical work 
in a church, teaching Sunday 
School, singing in the choir, or 
playing trumpet for Sunrise 
Services. Bob was an active 
volunteer as Boy Scout leader 
in Cocoa Beach and in Albany, 
Meals on Wheels, RAP volun-
teer, and Habitat for Humanity.

Bob Lackey is preceded in 
death by his wife of 65 years, 
Jeanette J. Lackey. He is 
survived by his son, Charles 
Lackey Jr. (Melissa), daughter 
Julia Hamilton (AJ), and grand-
sons, Dale and Richard (Emily).

His Celebration of Life will be 
held on Saturday, February 21, 
2026 at 12 noon, Clayton First 
United Methodist Church. In 
lieu of flowers, please consider 
making a donation to Clayton 
FUMC, Habitat for Humanity, 
Blood Cancer United or Mela-
noma Research Foundation.

Beck Funeral Home, in Clay-
ton, Georgia, honored to serve 
the family of Charles R. (Bob) 
Lackey. An online Memorial 
Register Book is available at 
www.beckfuneralhome.com.
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ACROSS
1 Winter X Games 

host city
6 “Hey, c’mere!”

10 Park place?
13 __ Doone 

cookies
14 Navel type
16 Janelle’s “Abbott 

Elementary” role
17 *Pointless task
19 Derisive cry
20 Chances to 

swing
21 *Climb without 

ropes
23 Like the most 

yellow banana on 
the tree

25 Urgent care 
employee

26 Chemical 
synthesis need

29 Not on solid 
ground

30 Desert refuges
31 Messy pile
34 Goblet part
37 Telethon VIPs
38 *Craftsman kit
41 Prospector’s find
42 Sigh of relief
44 “You sure of 

that?”
45 Pieces of the 

heart
47 Noble title
49 Had a great 

time at
51 Quickly get 

through a season
53 Gets out of 

Dodge
55 *Squeaker
57 Swashbuckler’s 

sword
61 Downside
62 Collection found 

under sofa 
cushions, or what 
can be found 
in the answers 
to the starred 
clues?

64 N.J. winter hrs.
65 Bunch of flowers
66 Gas in some 

colorful signs
67 Software 

engineer, for 
short

68 Exceedingly dry
69 __ of all

DOWN
1 A in 

communications?
2 Chimney buildup
3 “Not my __”
4 Blow up
5 Most unpleasant
6 “¿__ qué?”
7 Sees the sites
8 Kick off
9 Prong

10 Place for 
experiments

11 Shapes formed 
by spotlights

12 Lake in the Sierra 
Nevada

15 Utopias
18 “30 for 30” 

network
22 Takes to court
24 Shared belief 

system
26 Easy win
27 Per person
28 Product line?
29 Primatology 

subject
32 Pharmaceutical 

giant __ Lilly
33 Daisy kin
35 Maumee River 

endpoint
36 Honey brew

39 Canola __
40 Mausoleum on 

the Yamuna 
River

43 Happy dog’s 
movements

46 In reserve
48 Film rolls
50 Drug cop
51 Secretly looped 

in
52 “No prize for me 

this time”

53 Nap noisily
54 Labor leader 

Chavez
56 Unwelcome 

sound from a 
barber

58 Actress Swenson
59 Impediments 

to effective 
teamwork

60 Monopoly 
payment

63 Needle part
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Albany Classifieds

SERVICE 
DIRECTORY

Home Repair/
Remodeling

PAINTING 
AND HOME

REPAIR
Tile work, 

popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.

Just one call, 
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES

 229-349-5475

JOBS

Full-Time
Volunteers of America

Southeast
The Millennium Center –

Cuthbert, GA

Program Director –
Women’s Recovery &

Substance Use Services

Program Director needed
for managing the daily
operations of a substance
use treatment program in
Cuthbert, GA. Minimum
requirements include a
Bachelor’s Degree in a
relevant field from an
accredited institution, a
CAC Level II, one (1) year
supervisory experience and
five (5) years experience
working with chemically
dependent individuals. For
more information and
application instructions, go
to www.voase.org/careers.
EOE/Drug Free Workplace/
E-Verify.


