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Nearly 650,000 pounds of 
tater tots sold nationwide are 
under recall, according to the 
U.S. Food and Drug Admin-
istration.

The recall includes 21,557 
30-pound cases of Ore-Ida 
tater tots and 67 30-pound 
cases of Sonic Tots — both 
produced by McCain Foods.

The recall was made be-
cause the products may con-
tain foreign material, such as 

small hard plastic fragments.
The tater tots were distrib-

uted to several states to food 
service locations and were not 
sold at retail stores.

The agency recently clas-
sified the recalled tater tot 
products as a Class II recall 
on Feb. 10.

A Class II recall is a situ-
ation in which use of, or ex-
posure to, a violative prod-
uct may cause temporary 
or medically reversible ad-
verse health consequences 
or where the probability of 
serious adverse health con-
sequences is remote.

The Ore-Ida tater tots un-
der recall involve item num-
ber OIF00215A, while the 
Sonic tots under recall are 
item number SON00543.

The FDA is issuing an alert 
to not consume this product.

The recall remains ongo-
ing, according to the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion report.

Visit fda.gov for more in-
formation or concerns.

Special Photo: Tribune New Service
Tater tots distributed across 
several states are under recall.
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NATIONWIDE IRS NOTICE:
How a new $10K tax deduction 
could lower your 2026 tax bill

Tax filing season 2026 has 
officially kicked off, and with it, 
a number of new policy chang-
es affecting the way taxes are 
handled.

One major provision filers 
should know about is the a new 
“No Tax on Car Loan Interest” 
provision under the One, Big, 
Beautiful Bill that allows cer-
tain individuals to deduct inter-
est paid on a qualifying vehicle 
loan, up to $10,000 annually.

This new deduction applies 
to 2025 through 2028 federal 
income tax returns.

To qualify for the deduction, 
the interest must be paid on a 
loan used to purchase a pas-
senger vehicle for personal 
use that meets all eligibility 
requirements.

Lease payments do not qual-
ify and the maximum annual 
amount a taxpayer can claim 
for this deduction is $10,000.

The deduction also doesn’t 
apply equally to everyone.

It begins to phase out when 
a taxpayer’s modified adjusted 
gross income exceeds $100,000 
for individuals or $200,000 for 
married couples filing jointly, 
meaning fewer high-income 
filers will benefit.

To count as “qualified inter-
est,” the loan must:

Must have originated after 
Dec. 31, 2024

Be secured by the vehicle 
purchased

Be used to buy a vehicle the 
original use of which began 
with the taxpayer (so used cars 
don’t qualify)

Be for a vehicle intended for 

personal (not business) use
Additionally, the policy only 

covers new, American-made cars 
— meaning the vehicle’s final 
assembly must be in the U.S.

The IRS also advises that 
when filing for this deduction, 
taxpayers should ensure their 
bank properly reports interest 
so they can claim the deduc-
tion correctly.

The IRS describes this as an 
“above-the-line” deduction, 
meaning it reduces adjusted 
gross income and is available 
whether a taxpayer itemizes 
deductions or claims the stan-
dard deduction.

The new deduction applies 
for tax years beginning after 
Dec. 31, 2024, and will remain 
in effect through the 2028 fil-
ing season unless extended by 
Congress.

Annalise Knudson
Tribune News Service

Quick fix: Five-spice steak stir fry

Inspired by Chinese New Year celebra-
tions, this easy steak stir-fry quickly came 
to mind. It takes just a few minutes to as-
semble and prep the ingredients, and only 
minutes more to cook, making it perfect for 
a busy day. 

I use a ready-made stir fry sauce from the 
market for convenience, but if you prefer, 
I’ve included a simple homemade version at 
the end of the recipe.

HELPFUL HINTS:
Any vegetables you have on hand can be 

used. Follow the recipe amounts for a guide.
Five spice powder can be found in the 

spice section of the market.
COUNTDOWN:
Assemble ingredients.
Make rice and place on dinner plates.
Make stir fry.
SHOPPING List:
To buy: 3/4 pound grassfed beef tender-

loin, 1 bottle stir fry sauce, 1 small bottle five 
spice powder, 1 small bottle sesame oil, 1 
onion, 1 bunch celery, 1 red bell pepper, 1 
container broccoli florets, 1 package micro-
waveable brown rice

FIVE SPICE STEAK STIR FRY
Recipe by Linda Gassenheimer

1 package microwaveable brown rice to 	
    make 1 1/2 cups cooked

3 teaspoons sesame oil, divided use
5 tablespoons store bought stir fry sauce
1 tablespoon five spice powder
2 cups sliced onion
1 cup sliced celery
1 cup broccoli florets
1 cup sliced red bell pepper
3/4 pound grassfed beef tenderloin, cut 	

    into 1/2-inch slices
Microwave rice according to package in-

structions. Measure 1 1/2-cups rice and re-
serve the remaining rice for another time. 

Toss with 1 teaspoon oil. Divide the rice be-
tween 2 dinner plates. Add stir fry sauce to a 
small bowl and mix in the five spice powder 
making sure it is well mixed. Heat remaining 
2 teaspoons oil in a wok or skillet over high 
heat until smoking. Add the onion, celery and 
broccoli and stir fry 2 minutes. Add the red 
bell pepper. Continue to stir fry 2 minutes. 
Add the meat and stir fry 2 minutes. Draw 
the ingredients to the side of the wok and 
add the stir fry sauce to the cleared area. 
Draw all of the ingredients into the sauce. 
Toss well for a minute to make sure all ingre-
dients are coated with the sauce. Spoon the 
beef stir fry over the rice and serve.

Yield 2 servings.
Per serving: 598 calories (29 percent from 

fat), 19.6 g fat (6.1 g saturated, 7.7 g mono-
unsaturated), 84 mg cholesterol, 42.5 g pro-
tein, 63.0 g carbohydrates, 6.6 g fiber, 587 
mg sodium.

HOMEMADE STIR FRY SAUCE
3 tablespoons Chinese rice vinegar
2 teaspoons Chinese five-spice powder
3 teaspoons minced garlic
3 tablespoons low-sodium soy sauce
2 teaspoons honey
2 tablespoons water
2 teaspoons cornstarch
Mix vinegar, Chinese five-spice powder, 

garlic, soy sauce, honey, water and corn-
starch together in a small bowl.

Linda Gassenheimer
Tribune News Service

Special Photo: Tribune News Service

Nearly 650K pounds of tater tots recalled 
due to possible plastic contamination

Annalise Knudson
Tribune News Service
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ACROSS
1 Wood used by 

luthiers
6 High-five sound

10 One of many 
in Indonesia’s 
Kepulauan 
Seribu

15 He-Man’s twin
16 Area
17 “I have a good 

lawyer and I’m 
not afraid!”

18 “Espresso” 
singer

21 2024 Korean Air 
merger partner

22 More haunted
23 “Jeopardy!” 

champion 
Amodio

24 Collectible card 
protector

29 Wee
30 Taking time off 

from school?
33 Flavor of 

fermented foods
35 Secure, as a 

boat
36 Mississippi 

formation
39 Something to 

shoot for
40 Start to fix?
42 Tub with jets
44 Product of a 

redox reaction
45 Tranquil
47 “Make it __!”
49 Pet adoption  

that wasn’t 
planned

54 Infield call
56 Taquería drink
57 European range
60 Pachakamaq 

worshippers
61 Quick look
63 Mammal with a 

saddle patch
65 Metaphor for 

something 
with positive 
and negative 
consequences, 
or what 18-, 30-, 
and 49-Across 
literally are?

68 Freelancer’s 
targets

69 Gave meaning to
70 Knight rider’s 

companions?
71 “Nothing yet!”

DOWN
1 Tea in masala 

chai, perhaps
2 Tibet’s capital
3 Payment method
4 Printing gaffe
5 Part of the water 

cycle
6 Kendrick Lamar’s 

Grand National 
Tour co-headliner

7 Follower of 
wisdom or love, 
in hairstyling

8 Actress Gasteyer
9 A pop

10 “Got it”
11 Daily spectacle
12 Accidentally 

reveal
13 Do a virtual 

interview, say
14 “Fresh Air” 

co-host Gross
19 Condé __
20 Orange skin
25 Citrus fruit
26 Indigenous 

people of North 
Carolina

27 Alter __
28 Devices for 

watching old 
home movies

31 Sneak (around)

32 “Minor Detail” 
novelist Shibli

33 Shipper with 
brown trucks

34 Astronaut 
Jemison

37 Be better than
38 Whichever
41 In medias __
43 Educational ad
46 Warm
48 Admit
50 Lore
51 “Holy moly!”

52 Step on a ladder
53 Stood up to, say
54 Aardvark feature
55 Like some 

accents
58 Given (to)
59 Item in an Ikea kit
60 Wedding 

exchanges
61 Understands
62 Starter home?
64 Puts together
66 Was in charge
67 NorCal hub
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Albany Classifieds

SERVICE 
DIRECTORY

Home Repair/
Remodeling

PAINTING 
AND HOME

REPAIR
Tile work, 

popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.

Just one call, 
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES

 229-349-5475

MERCHANDISE

Garage Sale

         YARD SALE 
Thurs. 2/19 & Fri 2/20, 

10 am-4 pm,
1303 Edgewood Ave.

Jacuzzi whirlpool bath for
corner, fireplace insert,
electric boxes, plumbing
PVC joints, tools, bolts,
nuts, nails, wood plywood
2x4, 2x6, 4x4, big reel
table 4' tall, chain link
fence 12x12 for dog pen,
fishing rod & reels, 36"
pants, shirts.

in print & online
albanyherald.com

The Albany
HERALD

Market Your Home
Where More Locals Look.

Reach thousands of potential
buyers in your local market when

you present your property in
Real Estate.

For more information
Call Phil 

229-888-9300 EXT 103
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