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High housing costs, shortage propel 
reform movement in Congress

WASHINGTON — Re-
publicans, Democrats and the 
White House are methodi-
cally, calmly inching toward 
a common goal: agreeing on 
a thick package of laws that 
would do something quickly 
about slowing housing costs 
and boosting supply.

There’s no talk of gridlock 
here. No partisan sniping. Just 
an under-the-radar effort to 
show constituents in an elec-
tion year that their lawmak-
ers realize there’s a big prob-
lem when it comes to buying 
homes.

That’s why the House earlier 
this month passed its version 
of housing reform with only 
nine dissenting votes. The Sen-
ate committee writing similar 
legislation approved it unani-
mously last year.

While there are still some ob-
stacles ahead before anything 
reaches President Trump’s desk, 
what’s happening is almost a 
throwback to the days when 
getting 80% of one’s plan was 
a big victory, a policy prize to 
tout back home as midterm 
elections near.

“There is no silver bullet for 
fixing this problem,” Rep. Mike 
Flood, R-Neb., chairman of 
the Housing and Insurance 
Subcommittee, said. 

But, he added, “I think that 
this bill, this legislation, in-
cludes a range of meaningful 
housing reforms that will add to 
housing supply and ultimately 
decrease housing costs.”

The House and Senate bills 
have a common purpose, said 
Emma Waters, senior policy 
analyst at Washington’s Bi-
partisan Policy Center. “Both 
bills really are pushing to make 
it easier to build more afford-
able homes,” she said. 

Rep. Emanuel Cleaver, D-Mo., 
a member of the House Fi-
nancial Services Committee, 
explained the House bill this 
way: “It ensures that every dol-
lar we do spend goes further.”

An analysis by the Zillow 
Group, a real estate company 
that researches home prices 
and trends, last summer found 
that in 2023, about 1.4 mil-
lion new homes were added 
to the housing stock, but there 
were 1.8 million newly formed 
families.

As a result, the housing short-
age was up to 4.7 million units. 
Other estimates put it as high 
as 7 million.

The typical home price in 
January in the United States 
was $359,078, up 0.2% from 
a year earlier, Zillow found. 
Prices depend on a wide vari-
ety of factors, including labor 
costs, cost of materials, inter-
est rates, supply and demand, 
and more.

The House and Senate bills 
share several similar provisions. 
The  Bipartisan Policy Center, 
a Washington-based research 
organization, estimated that the 
House bill includes pieces of 
at least 43 different House or 

Senate bills, 27 of which have 
had bipartisan support.

Under the House plan, the 
federal Department of Housing 
and Urban Development would 
update the department’s con-
struction standards for manu-
factured housing. The Senate 
bill has similar provisions.

The House bill would provide 
money for “pattern books” for 
such housing that would fea-
ture pre-approved plans that 
could speed up the approval 
process.

The bills would allow mon-
ey from Community Devel-
opment Block Grants, which 
help fund neighborhood proj-
ects, to better support housing 
production.

The Senate bill would re-
ward CDBG recipients that 
have, unrelated to their oth-
er CDBG projects, increased 
their housing production in 
the previous year. 

As a reward for building more 
housing in the previous year, 
those jurisdictions would re-
ceive additional CDBG fund-
ing, but there are still restric-
tions on how those funds can 
be used. 

The House bill, though, would 
change the restriction so that 
CDBG money could be used 
for housing construction.

Housing experts believe a 
reason landlords balk is they’re 
reluctant to endure the gov-
ernment’s inspection process; 
the bills would streamline that 
process. Landlords would get 
incentives to accept tenants 
with rent vouchers.

Also likely to help consum-
ers: making it easier for banks, 
usually community institutions 
that focus on local needs, to in-
vest in more affordable hous-
ing. The House bill would raise 
the public investment welfare 
cap, allowing more such in-
vestments.

The banking provision is one 
of the few major areas where 
the Senate and House disagree. 
There’s concern among some 
Democrats that the House bill 
lifts too many bank regulatory 
barriers.

“We have a bipartisan bill 
with unanimous support in 
the Senate that will help build 
more housing and lower costs 
for the American people. I’m 
glad to see the House move 
forward on housing propos-
als,” Sen. Elizabeth Warren, 
D-Mass., the top Democrat 
on the Senate Banking Com-
mittee, said, but she added, 
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ACROSS
1 Direction in the 

name of only one 
U.S. state

5 News network 
that changed its 
name in 2025

10 Story that spans 
generations

14 Writer Wiesel
15 Spanish nana
16 Large primates
17 Performer who 

might play finger 
cymbals

19 Baseball glove
20 “But that’s not 

why I __ ... ”
21 Cassette
23 Australian bird 

with secondary 
eyelids

24 Fennel flavor
25 Easily frightened 

sort
28 “The Simpsons” 

tavern owner
29 Plausible 

explanation
31 Leather with a 

fuzzy finish
32 Blog feed initials
34 Sort
35 “Shiny Happy 

People” band
36 Furry red 

“Sesame Street” 
toy

41 Small eggs
42 Very small eggs
43 Guffaw
45 __ hair pasta
48 Echoing guitar 

effect
51 Bar bill
53 Hardware store 

device that 
makes custom 
colors

55 Led Zeppelin’s 
“Whole __ Love”

57 Feel poorly
58 Breakaway group
59 Actress/inventor 

Hedy
60 Sheet music 

symbol
62 “How goes it?,” 

or a question 
that could be 
answered by 
17-, 25-, 36-, and 
53-Across

65 Listen to
66 Connected
67 Hawaii’s state 

bird

68 Small whirlpool
69 __ Hall: New 

Jersey university
70 “My stars!”

DOWN
1 Online video tool
2 Roosevelt who 

was first lady for 
12 years

3 Most inane
4 Rats (on)
5 Exec’s degree, 

often
6 __-dried 

tomatoes
7 Hummingbird 

food
8 Like sleep-

deprived eyes
9 “__ diem!”

10 Actor Waterston
11 Each
12 Grow angry
13 Insightful
15 Sum up
18 Toss aside 

forcefully, in 
slang

22 Ford that flopped
25 Peddle
26 Cola choice
27 Delish
30 Go backpacking
33 Warning wail
35 Raise, as kids

37 Young male 
horses

38 Checkers turn
39 “Best. Day. __!”
40 Blooper reel bits
44 Hurricane in 

Jesmyn Ward’s 
novel “Salvage 
the Bones”

45 Navajo 
neighbors

46 Did exactly right
47 “The Handmaid’s 

Tale” setting

48 Lionel of the 
Commodores

49 Still around
50 Meh
52 Fred’s friend in 

Bedrock
54 Whimpers
56 Muscat citizen
59 Acid rock’s acid
61 Word after waffle 

or curly
63 Boxing ring ruling, 

for short
64 One of a D.C. 100
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Albany Classifieds

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Notices
Dougherty County 

Democratic Candidates 
Qualifying for 2026 Primary

The Dougherty County Democratic
Committee will qualify Democratic
Candidates for the upcoming Primary
of the 2026 Election Cycle.
Qualifying starts on March 2, 2026
and ends on March 6, 2026 at 12
Noon.

Qualifying will be held at 1347 Silas
Lane, Albany, GA
Qualifying date and times: By
Appointment only. Contact  Benny
Hand at 229- 291-2888.

Qualifying fees should be paid with a
postal money order, a bank issued
cashier’s check,or personal check.

In notification,
Chair Barlow
Joyce Barlow

SERVICE 
DIRECTORY

Home Repair/
Remodeling

PAINTING 
AND HOME

REPAIR
Tile work, 

popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.

Just one call, 
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES

 229-349-5475

JOBS

Full-Time

Judicial Notice 
Pursuant to O.C.G.A.
§15-11-50(f) the Superior
Court is seeking qualified
candidates for the position
of Juvenile Court Judge in
the Dougherty Judicial
Circuit. This will be an
appointment or reappoint-
ment by court order for a
term beginning April 1, 2026
and ending December 31,
2029. All applicants
interested in appointment or
reappointment as the Judge
for Juvenile Court shall
submit a letter of application
to the Honorable Denise
Marshall, Chief Judge of the
Dougherty Judicial Circuit,
P. O. Box 1827, Albany, GA
31702. All applications shall
be received by Chief Judge
Denise Marshall office by 

Full-Time
February 28, 2026. 
Qualified applicants must be
at least 30 years of age, a
citizen of Georgia for 3
years, having practiced law
for five years (seven is
preferred) and be a
member of the State Bar of
Georgia in good standing. 

Albany Legals

DUI Notices
2/10/2026
Defendant’s name: 
Jalen Jawuan Dawson
Defendant’s address: 333 S.
Mock Rd, Apt 111, Albany,
GA 31705
ARREST
DATE: 7/26/2025, TIME: 4:45 A.M.
PLACE: Albany, Georgia
CHARGE(S): DUI Alcohol Less Safe
(2nd), Failure to Maintain Lane with
Accident
ARRESTING AGENCY: Albany Police
Department
DISPOSITION DATE: 2/6/2026
SENTENCE: Guilty Plea to DUI Alcohol
Less Safe (2nd) $1200 fine, Nolo Conten-
dere Plea to Open Container $150 fine, 24
months’ probation, 30 days community
service, DUI Risk Reduction Class within
120 days, clinical evaluation and follow all
recommendation, $25 publication fee, no
alcohol, 60 days jail credit for time served,
30 days balance suspended upon
compliance with probation.
COURT: Albany Municipal Ct, Albany, GA

Mr. John “Jack” Bernard 
Cronin Jr. 

John B. Cronin Jr., 72, of 
Huntsville, Alabama, passed 
away peacefully on February 6, 
2026. Born on May 27, 1953, in 
Spokane, Washington, he lived 
a life marked by devotion to his 
country and, most of all, to his 
family.

A proud United States Army 
veteran, Jack served with honor 
and carried that strength and 
loyalty with him throughout his 
life. He was preceded in death 
by his beloved wife, Nancy 
Cronin.

Jack is survived by his 
daughters, Sarah Cronin 
and Christie Thomason (Jeff 
Thomason); his grandchildren, 
Ashley White, (Ryan White) 
Ryan Thomason, and (Elsa 
Thomason); and his treasured 
great-grandchildren, Isaiah 
White, Elijah White, Olivia 
White, Knox Thomason, Kase 
Thomason, Wilder White, and 
Abel White.

Family was everything to 
Jack. He was known for his 
quick wit, unforgettable jokes, 
and the special nicknames he 
gave to those he loved. He 
cared deeply, loved fiercely, 
and made everyone around 
him feel valued. He will be 
missed beyond measure and 
remembered always for the 
laughter and love he brought 
into our lives.

A service with military honors 
will be held at Andersonville 
National Cemetery in Ander-
sonville, Georgia, on Thursday, 
February 26 at 12:00 PM.

“House Republicans should 
not hold housing relief hos-
tage to push forward several 
bank deregulatory bills that will 
make our community banks 
more fragile while harming 
consumers, small businesses, 
and economic growth.”

Also having potential to sty-
mie negotiations is the White 
House’s eagerness to ban insti-
tutional investors from buying 
single-family homes. There’s 
not much congressional sup-
port for that idea.

There’s still a sense in the 
Capitol that Republicans and 
Democrats will come together 
on a major housing bill, partic-
ularly since Congress and the 
White House agree on most 
key provisions and leading in-
terest groups are helping push 
legislation forward.

The National Association 
of Realtors has been enthu-
siastic about the House and 
Senate bills. 

 “By addressing barriers at 
every level of government, the 
legislation will make it faster and 
cheaper to build new homes,” 
the organization said after the 
House passed the housing re-
form  bill. 

The Affordable Housing Tax 
Credit Coalition also liked the 
House bill, as CEO Emily Ca-
dik called it “a set of common-
sense, bipartisan housing pro-
posals that would increase the 
supply of affordable housing.”

Most in Washington who 
follow housing policy closely 
are upbeat about the legisla-
tion’s prospects.

Special Photo: Dan Reynolds/Getty Images via Georgia Recorder
Two bills pending in Congress potentially could bring about 
reform and make home-buying less expensive and easier 
to achieve.


