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Phoebe honors volunteers, 
employees for donations

ALBANY -- Phoebe Put-
ney Memorial Hospital and 
the Phoebe Foundation are 
recognizing volunteers and 
employees who financially 
support the Foundation.

Each group now has a sig-
nificant area in the hospi-
tal’s new Emergency Center 
named in their honor.

On Feb. 18, Phoebe opened 
Phase 2 of its expanded Emer-
gency & Trauma Center, which 
enhances patient experience 
by providing more treatment 
rooms, a larger waiting area, 
and a secure Behavioral Health 
Emergency Center. Volunteers 
and the Employee Giving So-
ciety each have a dedicated 
committee that determines 
which component of a large-
scale project they would like 
to name. Because each group 
designated $1 million toward 
this project, they were able 
to select from an extensive 
list of naming opportunities.

Throughout Phoebe’s his-
tory, volunteers have played 
a vital role in the hospital’s 
service to the community. 
In honor of their decades of 
service, as well as contribu-
tions of proceeds from the 
hospital’s gift shop, the new 
Emergency & Trauma Cen-
ter waiting area is named in 
recognition of Phoebe vol-
unteers.

Ashley Campbell, a volun-
teer since 2019 in Phoebe’s 
NICU, where she feeds in-
fants and stocks supplies for 
nurses, exemplifies the service 
ethic of Phoebe volunteers.

“I feel like in a community 
where people don’t always feel 
supported, it’s nice to have a 
place where you feel confident 
bringing your family and get-
ting your needs taken care of,” 
Campbell said. “We want to 
make sure that we take care 
of our community.”

Since it was founded in 1933, 
the Charity League of Albany 
has supported Phoebe by pro-
viding volunteers across vari-
ous departments. Volunteers 
also serve in the Phoebe Gift 
Shop, which donates all pro-
ceeds to the Phoebe Founda-
tion. Annual Gift Shop contri-
butions now exceed $250,000 
per year, and those funds cur-
rently support the Trauma & 
Critical Care Tower capital 
campaign.  

Over the past year, Carla 
Darden has led the Charity 
League as president and says 
the dedication of the new 
waiting room is a meaning-
ful reflection of the group’s 
long-standing commitment.

“This recognition is espe-
cially meaningful because 
our volunteers generously 
give their time, energy, and 
hearts,” Darden said. “See-
ing their efforts honored in 
such a tangible way is truly 
inspiring. It reflects how we 
come together to support 
others and strengthen our 
community. At its core, it’s 
all about giving.”

In addition to the large and 
welcoming lobby, Phase 2 of 
the project features six private 
triage rooms, 14 additional 
private vertical treatment 
bays, and nine additional pri-
vate patient care rooms. The 
space also includes a confer-
ence room as well as a spa-
cious employee breakroom 
and locker room that further 
enhance staff work flow and 
comfort. The Emergency & 
Trauma Center now spans 
53,000 square feet, nearly 
triple the size of the former 
19,000-square-foot emer-
gency department.

A significant feature of the 
expansion is the new six-bed 
Behavioral Health Emergency 
Center, a secure and calming 
space designed specifically for 
crisis stabilization and im-

mediate mental health care 
needs. The BHEC is named in 
honor of Phoebe’s employee 
giving society, now known as 
the 1911 Society.

Phoebe’s employee giving 
program allows employees 
to contribute a portion of ev-
ery paycheck to support the 
Phoebe Foundation. Employee 
participation currently stands 
at 54%, which is well above 
national averages for hospital 
employee giving programs. 
Funds from employee giving 
are directed to the hospital’s 
highest and greatest need, 
and right now, those dollars 
are supporting the Trauma & 
Critical Care Tower. This is 
why employees, through their 
generous participation, chose 
to name the BHEC.

“The Behavioral Health 
Emergency Center is named 
in honor of members of the 
Phoebe family who gener-
ously support our foundation 
through our employee giving 
program,” Phoebe Founda-
tion Director Parker Douglas 
said. “We recently renamed 
this initiative the 1911 Society 
to recognize the year Phoebe 
was founded. From that very 
beginning, our employees 
have remained deeply com-
mitted to caring for those who 
might otherwise go without 
treatment or support.

“We felt this space was a 
fitting tribute to their com-
passion, dedication, and last-
ing impact.”

The dedication of these ar-
eas recognizing Phoebe’s vol-
unteers and Employee Giv-
ing Society acknowledges 
their immeasurable impact 
on patients, families, and 
staff. They will stand as last-
ing symbols of gratitude for 
the countless hours of com-
passion volunteers and em-
ployees have poured into the 
community and the hospital 
they continue to uplift.
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‘Whiff Works’ takes first 
place in FLEX competition

ALBANY -- The Albany-
Dougherty County Economic 
Development Commission, in 
partnership with the Albany 
Area Chamber of Commerce 
and 4C Academy, proudly an-
nounced Whiff Works as the 
first-place winner of the 2026 
FLEX (Foundational Lead-
ership and Entrepreneurial 
eXperience) Competition fi-
nals, held Friday at the Com-
modore Conyers College and 
Career (4C) Academy.

The annual competition 
showcases student entrepre-
neurship, innovation, and 
leadership, challenging par-
ticipants to develop real-world 
business concepts and present 

them before a panel of com-
munity and business leaders.

2026 FLEX Competition 
Results

1st Place: Whiff Works — 
Jonavan Jackson, Christopher 
Hoffpauir & Mathew Peters 
($3,000 prize and advance-
ment to the Georgia FLEX 
State Competition on April 
14 in Tifton)

2nd Place: LIFT — Jamyiah 
Williams ($2,000 prize)

3rd Place: Crumb Theory 
— Mariah Jones & Heaven 
Stidhum ($1,000 prize)

This year’s finals featured 
three outstanding student-
led businesses demonstrat-
ing innovation, creativity and 
strong entrepreneurial vision.

Whiff Works, developed by 
Jonavan Jackson, Christopher 

Hoffpauir and Mathew Peters, 
is an innovative deodorant 
dispenser system designed 
for school restroom facili-
ties. The concept promotes 
freshness, confidence, and 
improved daily experiences 
for students while address-
ing a practical need within 
school environments.

“Today’s competition dem-
onstrates the incredible talent 
and entrepreneurial mindset 
being developed right here in 
Albany-Dougherty County,” 
Jana Dyke, President/CEO 
of ADEDC, said. “These stu-
dents are not only learning 
business fundamentals, they 
are building confidence, lead-
ership skills, and innovative 
solutions that represent the 
future of our work force.”

“FLEX gives our students 
the opportunity to turn their 
ideas into real opportunities,” 
Chris Hatcher, the CEO of 
Commodore Conyers Col-
lege and Career Academy and 
president of the 4C Founda-
tion, added. “Watching them 
learn and grow through this 
process is exactly why we love 
FLEX. Programs like this are 
so important as we prepare 
tomorrow’s leaders.”

FLEX introduces students 
to entrepreneurship, prob-
lem-solving, and real-world 
economic development con-
cepts while strengthening 
the region’s long-term work 
force pipeline. The program 
connects education, indus-
try, and community leader-
ship to ensure students gain 
practical experience beyond 
the classroom.

The first-place winner will 
represent Albany-Dougherty 
at the Georgia FLEX State 
Competition on April 14 in 
Tifton, competing against 
top student entrepreneurs 
from across the state.
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ACROSS
1 Scrapbooking 

project
6 Totals

10 Lip-__: mouth the 
words

14 Drench
15 Journey
16 Not single-sex
17 Pungent
18 “Makes sense”
19 Dull routines
20 *One who 

delivers the early 
news

23 U.S. island in 
Micronesia

24 Sits at a stoplight
26 Cash dispenser
29 *Sandwich choice 

at an Italian deli
33 Whole __ Market
35 Unagi roll fish
36 Total snoozefest
37 Longtime late-

night host Jay
38 Messy happy 

hour fare
40 Five-spots
41 Many, many
42 Like some 

38-Across
43 Deliver a speech
44 *“Peter Pan” 

pirate
48 On the __: 

promptly
49 Public opinion 

surveys
50 “No thanks”
52 “Take a moment 

to reflect,” or what 
can be said about 
the ends of the 
answers to the 
starred clues

58 Opera solo
60 Mischief-making 

Norse god
61 Honker in a 

gaggle
62 Actor Schreiber
63 Grand in scale
64 Virtuous
65 Come in last
66 Breaks a 

commandment
67 Treadmill setting

DOWN
1 Driver of “Ferrari”
2 El Pollo __: 

fast-casual 
Southwestern 
chain

3 Comedian Bill 
who plays Migs 
Mayfeld on “The 
Mandalorian”

4 Leveraging
5 Seance leaders
6 Mark of shame
7 Constellation bear
8 Outward 

appearance
9 Limited-time 

offers
10 Mouse target 

on a browser 
window

11 Reply to a racy 
joke, perhaps

12 Tennis court 
divider

13 Items in jewel 
boxes: Abbr.

21 Scottish no
22 Initials for “good” 

cholesterol
25 __ happen: 

practically 
guaranteed

26 Insurer with a 
duck mascot

27 Keep the beat 
with one’s foot

28 Companies that 
have exclusive 
control of a 
market

30 Sophomore’s 
grade

31 “I __ to differ”
32 Under siege
34 “Stick around a 

while!”
38 Game-stopping 

sounds from  
refs

39 Charged  
particle

43 “Good to go” 
hand gestures

45 __-rock music

46 Science of light
47 Post-WWII treaty 

gp.
51 Nosy buttinsky
53 Arizona people
54 Comparable  

(to)
55 NBA legend 

Bryant
56 Turf surrounded 

by surf
57 Not just want
58 “I’m __ ears!”
59 Ipanema’s city
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Albany Classifieds

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Notices
Dougherty County 

Democratic Candidates 
Qualifying for 2026 Primary

The Dougherty County Democratic
Committee will qualify Democratic
Candidates for the upcoming Primary
of the 2026 Election Cycle.
Qualifying starts on March 2, 2026
and ends on March 6, 2026 at 12
Noon.

Qualifying will be held at 1347 Silas
Lane, Albany, GA
Qualifying date and times: By
Appointment only. Contact  Benny
Hand at 229- 291-2888.

Qualifying fees should be paid with a
postal money order, a bank issued
cashier’s check,or personal check.

In notification,
Chair Barlow
Joyce Barlow

REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT

Hunting Leases
HUNTING LEASE LAND
WANTED. Senior man/men
seeking hunting lease. Size
of property is flexible.
Contact Bill, 352-697-9661

SERVICE 
DIRECTORY

Home Repair/
Remodeling

PAINTING 
AND HOME

REPAIR
Tile work, 

popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.

Just one call, 
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES

 229-349-5475


