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Red Cross of Georgia to 
install free smoke alarms

ATLANTA -- The American 
Red Cross of Georgia is “Sound-
ing the Alarm” once again on 
fire safety. This March, vol-
unteers, staff and community 
partners will work together to 
educate residents on how to 
stay safe from fires with a goal 
of installing around 3,800 free 
smoke alarms across the state.

Since the start of the Home 
Fire Campaign in 2014, the 
Red Cross has installed more 
than 3.2 million free smoke 
alarms nationwide and made 
more than 1.3 million house-
holds safer across the country.

The Red Cross is working in 
partnership with volunteers 
and fire departments across 
the state to ensure Georgia 
residents are ready to respond 
to a fire if one should happen 
in their home. Going door-
to-door, the goal is to educate 
residents on what to do if there 
is a fire, install smoke alarms 
as needed, ensure all warning 
systems are working, and help 
residents develop an effective 
plan in case of an emergency.

This year’s Sound the Alarm 
campaign in Georgia is taking 
place March 7-28 in chapters 
across the state. The first events 
will be held on Saturday in 
Cartersville, Milledgeville and 
Riverdale.

The Red Cross responds to 
around 60,000 disasters an-
nually, the majority of which 
are home fires. In 2025, Red 
Cross volunteers in Georgia re-
sponded to more than 2,500 
single- and multi-family home 
fires across the state. Addition-
ally, more than 10,300 people 
were assisted because of those 
disasters.

On average, seven people die 
every day as a result of home 
fires, and often these tragedies 

occur in homes without working 
smoke alarms. Data have shown 
that one of the most effective 
ways to combat these statistics 
is with a working smoke alarm; 
in fact, smoke alarms can cut 
the risk of death by half. Since 
launching in October 2014, the 
Home Fire Campaign has saved 
at least 2,552 lives, including 
255 in Georgia. 

Visit redcross.org/homefires 
for fire safety tips and free re-
sources:

-- Check the manufacturer’s 
date on the back of your smoke 
alarm and follow the manufac-
turer’s instructions for replac-
ing the alarm and its batteries. 

-- Test your smoke alarms 
monthly. Change the batter-
ies at least once a year if your 
model requires it.

-- Install smoke alarms on 
every level of your home, in-
side and outside bedrooms 
and sleeping areas.

-- Practice your home fire 
escape plan until everyone in 
your household can escape in 
two minutes or less. Include at 
least two ways to escape from 
every room in your home and 
select a meeting spot at a safe 
distance away from your home, 
such as your neighbor’s home 
or landmark like a specific tree 
in your front yard, where ev-
eryone knows to meet.

Upcoming Georgia Sound 
the Alarm installation and fire 
safety education opportunities 
March 1-28:

Bartow County, March 7, 
8 a.m.-3:30 p.m., Carters-
ville; Baldwin County, March 
7, 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m., Milled-

geville; Clayton County, March 
7, 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Riverdale; 
Bartow County, March 14, 8 
a.m.-3:30 p.m. Cartersville; 
Muscogee County, March 14, 
9 a.m.-1 p.m. Columbus; Lib-
erty County, March 14, 8 a.m.-
2 p.m. Hinesville; Rockdale 
County, March 21, 8:30 a.m.-
2 p.m., Conyers; Tift County, 
March 21, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Tif-
ton; Walton County, March 
21: 9 a.m.-2 p.m., Loganville; 
Lanier County, March 28, 9 
a.m.-2 p.m., Lakeland; Troup 
County, March 28, 10 a.m.-3 
p.m., LaGrange.

Interested persons can sign 
up at Georgia Sound the Alarm 
Events.

This work is made possible 
thanks to financial donations 
from the community, including 
Georgia Sound the Alarm spon-
sors State Farm, FEMA, Geor-
gia Power, Northside Hospital, 
Primerica, Veritiv, Southwire, 
Navicent Health Foundation 
and Walton EMC. 

The American Red Cross 
shelters, feeds and provides 
comfort to victims of disasters; 
supplies about 40% of the na-
tion’s blood; teaches skills that 
save lives; distributes interna-
tional humanitarian aid; and 
supports veterans, military 
members and their families. 
The Red Cross is a nonprofit 
organization that depends on 
volunteers and the generosity 
of the American public to de-
liver its mission.

For more information, visit 
redcross.org or CruzRojaAmer-
icana.org, or follow on social 
media.
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OBITUARIES

Josephine Norton Stripling
Josephine Norton Stripling, 

78, of Leary, GA passed 
away Sunday, March 1, 2026. 
Graveside funeral services 
were conducted Wednesday, 
March 4, 2026 at 2:00 p.m. 
at Leary City Cemetery. Rev. 
Allen Norton officiated.

Born July 13, 1947 in Cuth-
bert, GA, Josephine Stripling 
worked as a secretary for the 
Department of Transportation 
after graduating from technical 
college, where she met her 
husband of 59 years, Charles 
Stripling, who passed away in 
November of last year. She 
started working as the city clerk 
of Leary in 1971 and served the 
town for 38 years before retiring 
in August of 2009.

Josephine enjoyed cooking 
and baking and was known 
for her delicious desserts. She 
was a member of Leary Baptist 
Church and enjoyed weekly 
Bible study classes, sewing 
club, and spending time with 
family and friends.

Josephine was preceded in 
death by her parents, Harvey 
and Beatrice Norton; her hus-
band, Charles Lamar Stripling 
Sr.; brothers-in-law David 
Stripling, Bobby Stripling and 
William Stripling; sisters-in-law 
Doris Tillman, Judy Dunn, Faye 
Wingate and Mildred Stripling; 
nephews Charlie Phillips, Andy 
Stripling and Lynn Tillman; and 
her niece Cornelia Kent.

Survivors include her daugh-
ter, Sonja Stripling Stroyls of 
Leary, and her son, Charles 
“Chuck” Lamar Stripling Jr. 
(Edie) of Edison; brothers 
Buford Norton (Marilyn) of 
Albany, GA and Bobby Norton 
(Astrid) of Leary, GA sister-in-
law Ann Stripling of Moultrie, 
GA; brother-in-law, Dr. Banks 
Wingate; nieces and nephews 
Alan Norton (Devonna), Lori 
Stripling (Eric), Karen Sand-
erson (Tommy), Joy Phillips, 
Gina Dismuke (Marty), Cyndi 
Grimard, James Dunn, Melissa 
Martinez (Jimmy), Carol James 
(Gene) and Terrell Stripling 
(Julie).

Dorothy Virginia Hill 
(Edwards) 

Dorothy Virginia Edwards 
Hill, age 86 passed away 
peacefully in Fort Myers, Flor-
ida on March 1, 2026. She was 
born on July 22, 1939 in Baker 
County, Georgia to Lura Mae 
and Clark Edwards. She lived 
and worked most of her life in 
Albany, Georgia, building a life 
centered on love, devotion, and 
family.

Dorothy truly loved her 
family, and her three children 
were her greatest pride and joy, 
and that love extended to the 
grand-fur-babies she adored so 
much. She found happiness in 
the simple moments spent with 
those she loved, and her 
presence brought strength and 
steadiness to her family. A 
devoted Christian, Dorothy’s 
faith was the foundation of her 
life. She read her bible daily 
and found strength, guidance, 
and peace in God’s word. Her 
faith shaped the way she loved 
others-with patience, kindness, 
and grace. 

Dorothy had a successful 34-
year career in retail at JC 
Penney in Albany, Georgia. 
She took great pride in her 
work, genuinely loved her 
colleagues, and found joy in 
serving her customers. Her 
warmth and kindness made
a lasting impression on those 
she worked with and those she 
helped daily. She was also a 
passionate sports fan rarely 
missing a chance to cheer on 
her favorite teams. She proudly 
cheered for the Dallas Cow-
boys, Kansas City Chiefs and 
Atlanta Braves, taking every 
win and loss personally for her 
sport heroes which included 
Roger Staubach, Archie & 
Peyton Manning, Fran Tarken-
ton, Pat Mahomes, and the big 
three: Glavine, Smoltz & Avery. 
She celebrated their victories 
and stood by them through 
every tough season. When not 
working or watching sport 
events, Dorothy also enjoyed 
watching old western TV 
shows, the beach, and strolling 
through art & craft shows.

Dorothy loved to laugh es-
pecially when gathered with her 
family, sharing stories, 
reminiscing about cherished 
memories laughing out loud 
together. Those joyful moments 
will remain treasured in the 
hearts of all who knew her. 

Dorothy is survived by 
her three children: daughter, 
Teresa Jean Sims (Lehigh 
Acres, FL), daughter Dorothy 
Susan Brooks and son-in-law, 
James Michael Brooks (Albany, 
GA.), and son David Edward 
Hill (Auburn, CA.). Dorothy also 
leaves behind extended family 
and dear friends who will 
forever cherish her memory. 
Dorothy’s life reflected unwav-
ering love, faith, loyalty, and 
joy, Her legacy will live on in the 
hearts of her family and in the 
many memories they will hold 
close. 

Family will host a celebration 
and remembrance of life at a 
future date. 
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“I have set the LORD 
always before me: 
because he is at my 
right hand, I shall 

not be moved.”
Psalms 16:8 (KJV)
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ACROSS
1 Rx orders
5 Accumulate

10 Jacksonville 
team, familiarly

14 Farmland unit
15 Valletta’s island
16 HarperCollins 

romance imprint
17 Electrician’s 

favorite method 
of payment?

19 Was dressed in
20 Vicinity
21 “You __ my day!”
23 Chef-training sch. 

in Hyde Park
24 Floating
25 Electrician’s 

favorite 
exercise?

27 “Au contraire, __ 
frère”

28 The WNBA’s 
Sky, on 
scoreboards

30 Tease
31 Nav. rank
32 Shucks
35 Fly like an eagle
36 Like an 

electrician’s 
favorite sweater?

39 California valley 
that was one of 
the first American 
Viticultural Areas

42 Flight part
43 Craze
46 Make true
49 Chinese 

philosophical 
concept

50 “Is that __?”
51 Like an 

electrician’s 
favorite 
eyeglasses?

54 Game with a 
caller

56 Game with a 
chaser

57 Move like 
molasses

58 Lounged around
59 Perched on
61 Electrician’s 

favorite shopping 
venue?

63 Caffeine-rich nut
64 Trademarked 

refrigerant
65 French cheese 

with a rind
66 Notable periods
67 Some Slavs
68 Min. divisions

DOWN
1 Knotty craft
2 Level
3 Creatures on the 

flags of Wales 
and Bhutan

4 Calligraphy stroke
5 “Could not agree 

more”
6 Big name in 

laptops and 
lipstick

7 San Antonio field 
trip destination

8 Scarecrow 
contents

9 Make melancholy
10 Mandible
11 Toast spread
12 Silverback, for 

one
13 Puma, for one
18 “Heard”
22 Quaint 

preposition
25 Contents of 

some weekly 
organizers

26 Dominic of 
“Downton Abbey: 
The Grand 
Finale”

29 Center of activity
33 Lead-in to “It Go” 

and “It Be,” in 
song titles

34 Manta ray kin
36 Sugar stalk
37 “Hedda” writer/

director DaCosta
38 Asimov collection 

first published in 
1950

39 Fresh 
perspective

40 Cockpit occupant
41 Covered 

walkway
43 Fuss and 

feathers

44 Sporting a halo
45 Absent-minded 

scribbles
47 Strange sight in 

the night sky
48 Reads for errors
52 Sky blue
53 Olympic track 

unit
55 Sonnet line 

quintet
58 Binoculars part
60 Faux __
62 Arcing throw
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Albany Classifieds

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Notices
Dougherty County 

Democratic Candidates 
Qualifying for 2026 Primary

The Dougherty County Democratic
Committee will qualify Democratic
Candidates for the upcoming Primary
of the 2026 Election Cycle.
Qualifying starts on March 2, 2026
and ends on March 6, 2026 at 12
Noon.

Qualifying will be held at 1347 Silas
Lane, Albany, GA
Qualifying date and times: By
Appointment only. Contact  Benny
Hand at 229- 291-2888.

Qualifying fees should be paid with a
postal money order, a bank issued
cashier’s check,or personal check.

In notification,
Chair Barlow
Joyce Barlow

REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT

Hunting Leases
HUNTING LEASE LAND
WANTED. Senior man/men
seeking hunting lease. Size
of property is flexible.
Contact Bill, 352-697-9661

SERVICE 
DIRECTORY

Cleaning
Affordable House Cleaning
Residential - small offices -
dog walk/clean-up (min
poundage), Recyclables
drop off.Call/text  M-F
10a-6p,229-462-3205

Home Repair/
Remodeling

PAINTING 
AND HOME

REPAIR
Tile work, 

popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.

Just one call, 
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES

 229-349-5475

MERCHANDISE

Garage Sale
YARD SALE March14
7:30a-2:30p, 2800 Phillips
Dr., Albany. Rain or shine.
Warehouse Sale
Yard Sale, 5108 Barrington
Drive (Hidden Lakes). 
Friday and Saturday, March
6 and 7, from 8am to 2pm

Call 
229-888-9300

to place a
classified ad.

Find Your Perfect

Pet Match
The Pet Classifieds

In Print & Online 
New listings daily! 
Breeders | Rescue Adoptions

Adoption Fairs
Pet Merchandise 
Pet Care Services

To advertise or subscribe, 
call 229.888.9300.
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