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Five Republicans, four Democrats 
qualify for PSC elections

ATLANTA -- Three Dem-
ocrats and three Republicans 
are vying for the Public Service 
Commission seat that Commis-
sioner Tricia Pridemore plans to 
leave at the end of 
her term. Two Re-
publicans are also 
competing to face 
incumbent Demo-
cratic Commission-
er Peter Hubbard 
in the race for the 
other seat on this 
year’s ballot.

The commission 
oversees utilities in 
Georgia, including 
electricity, telecom-
munications and natural gas. It 
holds sway over Georgia Power, 
the state’s largest electric utility, 
and the commission has final 
approval over the utility’s rates 
and plans. It has drawn substan-
tial criticism in recent years due 
to a series of rate increases and 
the recent approval of a natural 
gas-fueled expansion.

Republicans Bobby Mehan, 
Carolyn Roddy and Joshua Tolbert 

qualified to run for the District 
5 seat currently held by Pride-
more, who’s also a Republican. 
She has announced she won’t 
seek re-election and is instead 
running for Congress. On the 
Democrats’ side, the candidates 

are Craig Cupid, 
Shelia Edwards and 
Angelia Pressley.

District 5 covers 
a stretch of west 
Georgia from the 
Tennessee border 
to LaGrange, in-
cluding Cobb Coun-
ty. The candidates 
are required to live 
in the district, but 
are elected state-
wide.

In District 3, which includes 
Clayton, DeKalb and Fulton coun-
ties, former Commissioner Fitz 
Johnson is running against fel-
low Republican Brandon Martin 
in the primary. The winner will 
face incumbent Commissioner 
Peter Hubbard, a Democrat.

Hubbard unseated Johnson 
in last year’s special election. 
He and fellow Democrat Alicia 
Johnson scored historic victories 

over the Republican incumbents 
to win their party representation 
on the commission for the first 
time since 2006, in an election 
that became a referendum on 
rising power bills.

The election last year was the 
first since 2020, after the 2022 
commission elections were can-
celed due to a lawsuit challeng-
ing the PSC election system. 
That challenge ultimately ended 
when the U.S. Supreme Court 
declined to take up the issue. 
The state legislature laid out 
a new schedule for resuming 
elections, beginning with last 
year’s races. 

Because Johnson was origi-
nally appointed, in 2021, to the 
District 3 seat to serve out the 
remainder of the prior com-
missioner’s term, last year’s 
election for that position was 
for a one-year term only. Both 
of this year’s races are for full 
six-year terms. 

The primary is May 19.
This coverage is made pos-

sible through a partnership 
between WABE and Grist, a 
nonprofit environmental me-
dia organization.

By Emily Jones
WABE/Grist
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Rose Sunday a time for celebration

ALBANY -- Historically, there 
was a Sunday at a crucial half-
way point in the Lenten season 
when fasts were reduced, flowers 
were returned to the altar, and 
music brightened. This special 
Sunday has become known as 
Rose Sunday, when the church 
literally lightens up ... even the 
clergy wear rose vestments, as 
opposed to the traditional Lent-
en color of deep violet/purple.

The colored vestments usu-
ally show up in parishes where 
vestments are used by the cler-
gy, which is why it isn’t known 
by many Christian denomina-
tions. Color and rhythm signi-
fy embracing the blending of 
the pastoral and the poetic li-
turgical year. Used only twice 
a year on special Sundays like 
this one coming up on March 
15, and on a special Sunday in 
Advent, each is a day for cele-

bration and rejoicing.
Reference to the color pink 

of the rose is a symbolic one of 
love, as pink was the original 
color of the rose. Mythology 
tells us that when Aphrodite, 
the goddess of love, was look-
ing for her lover, Adonis, she 
pricked herself on a pink rose 
bush, and the drops of blood 
turned the roses red, which is 
why the red rose is known as 
the flower of love and passion.

Easter waiting to bloom re-
minds us of the commitment 
and spiritual stability required 
for personal growth ... one that is 
full of reflection, atonement and 
preparation. God doesn’t only 
meet us in the wilderness, but 
also in the flowers that bloom 
there, and the rose is that bloom; 
that first pink blush of the gar-
den of Easter, reminding us that 
resurrection is coming, and joy 
permeates throughout the con-
gregation.

Lent isn’t just about what we 
give up; it’s about what’s being 
born in us. So on this Rose Sun-
day, consider wearing a shade of 
pink: hot pink, pastel sneakers, 
flamingo ties; it doesn’t have to 
match the exact liturgical rose. 
What a great way to rejoice, even 
during Lent, and celebrate the 
coming of Easter.

I recall girls and boys boldly 
wearing pink in high school, and 
looking back, I can see that it 
playfully brought joy and hap-
piness.

On this Rose Sunday, think of 
the following description in Ro-
mans 12 describing the mercy of 
God moving from doctrine into 
daily life, forming a community 
whose thinking, relationships 
and responses are fundamen-
tally reshaped. Transformation 
begins in the mind, and love be-
comes sincere and active.

Be joyous. Celebrate. Wear 
pink!

By Fran Pappas
news@albanyherald.com
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ACROSS
1 Sleight of hand
6 Film trivia site

10 __ golf
14 Best Picture 

Oscar winner 
starring Mikey 
Madison

15 Nurture
16 Machu Picchu 

builder
17 Played on TV 

again
18 Years, in Latin
19 Aussie greeting
20 Road trip activity 

with yes or no 
answers

23 Fashion designer 
Anna

24 Low-carb diet
25 Bona fide
29 On a cruise ship, 

maybe
31 Glamping 

options, for short
34 Uno’s 

predecessor
36 Butter unit
37 Saintly ring of 

light
38 “Hamilton” 

actress Phillipa
39 The Big Easy, for 

short
40 Mother of 

41-Down
41 Hasbro product 

with yellow and 
red checkers

45 Lair
46 Like some 

limited-release 
films

47 Hoot and __
48 Bed size
50 Buddy
51 “You must 

consider the 
odds,” and what 
can be said 
about 20-, 34-, or 
41-Across?

59 __ scale: 
measure of 
mineral hardness

60 Beat handily
61 Language of Sri 

Lanka
62 Item on a stage 

manager’s 
checklist

63 Ilk
64 Pizzeria 

appliances
65 Participates in 

a bee

66 Tense and 
irritable

67 Gossipy person

DOWN
1 Bodega
2 From the top
3 1990s vice 

president
4 Tehran’s  

country
5 “Who knows”
6 Baghdad citizen
7 Array of course 

offerings?
8 Great __: big  

dog
9 Staple of Texas 

barbecue
10 Finger or toe
11 Splashy hotel 

amenity?
12 Read a barcode
13 Tropical islets
21 Christmas 

season
22 Brews enjoyed 

with scones
25 Felt a workout
26 Hunger for
27 Amateur 

production
28 “The Residence” 

star Aduba
29 Torment
30 “If the __ fits ... ”

32 Regard highly
33 Ringo of the 

Beatles
35 “This __ about 

you”
39 Gp. that sets a 

zebra among the 
Lions?

41 Genesis brother
42 Surgical asst.
43 Blacken, as a 

steak
44 “Anna Karenina” 

novelist

49 Builders of 
papery nests

50 Like one who 
holds grudges

51 Rascals
52 Ripped
53 Word before ring 

or swing
54 Town
55 Donated
56 Blessing ender
57 Julep herb
58 Disney princess 

with icy powers
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Albany Classifieds

REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT

Hunting Leases
HUNTING LEASE LAND
WANTED. Senior man/men
seeking hunting lease. Size
of property is flexible.
Contact Bill, 352-697-9661

SERVICE 
DIRECTORY

Cleaning
Affordable House Cleaning
Residential - small offices -
dog walk/clean-up (min
poundage), Recyclables
drop off.Call/text  M-F
10a-6p,229-462-3205

Home Repair/
Remodeling

PAINTING 
AND HOME

REPAIR
Tile work, 

popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.

Just one call, 
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES

 229-349-5475

Personal Care

IF YOU NEED A
CAREGIVER

Call 229-900-7916

MERCHANDISE

Garage Sale
YARD SALE March14
7:30a-2:30p, 2800 Phillips
Dr., Albany. Rain or shine.
Warehouse Sale

Estate Sales
Huge Estate Sale

Frances Patrick Estate
Sales, LLC

363 Church St. NE,
Dawson, Ga
March 13th - 9-5, 14th -
9-4, 15th - 9-3

Cash, Ck, CC

Enter property at own risk,
Not responsible for
accidents.

Estate Sales

Antiques, & Asian. Ga. and
Ala. Pottery from Truitt
Martin collection. Home is
packed with wonderful
things. Husqvarna lawn-
mower, Echo edger , GE
washer and dryer - like new.
Sterling silver, great
collection SP pieces, art
work, crystal, china, linens,
beautiful collection little girls
dresses (40-50 yr. old
freshly laundered just in
time for Easter), 10’ farm
table, vendor’s cart rd. claw
foot tables, 3 pr. twin beds
(1 w/ mattress-springs),
gentleman’s chest, chest on
chest, 2 sofas, loveseat, pr.
7’ floor mirrors, fruitwood
dining table w/6 matching
chairs, huntboard, federal
style server, oval parlor
table, federal flip top game
table, antique rugs,
collection of hobby motor
powered airplanes (58’ &
62” wing span),china and
crystal, curio/china cabinet,
so much, much more. You
must see!

Estatesales.net for
photographs

Albany Legals

Construction/
Service Bids

ADVERTISEMENT

The Pelham Housing Authority is
requesting bids from qualified firms
for Interior Renovations at GA98-
3B Cemetery Road Apartments
(18 units) located in Pelham, GA.
Invitation for Bids documents may
be  obtained from the Authority’s
Contact as follows: 

W. Sawyer Shirley 
President 

National Facility Consultants, Inc. 
1225 Johnson Ferry Road, 

Suite 460
Marietta, Georgia 30068 

Tel: 770-977-4134 
wsshirley@icloud.com

Any firms interested in responding
should attend a pre-proposal
conference at 10:30 a.m. on
March 17,  2026 at the Authority’s
main office located at 548 Palmer
Street, SW, Pelham, Georgia
31779.

To receive a full Invitation for Bids
contact the Authority’s Contact
listed above. Bids are due to the 
Authority no later than 1:30 p.m.
on March 31, 2026 at the
Authority’s offices. Bid opening will
be  immediately thereafter.

ATLANTA — Republicans in 
the Georgia Senate have passed 
a bill that bans candidates from 
raising more than half of their 
campaign money from outside the 
state, a limitation that Democrats 
said inhibits their fundraising 
in nationalized elections. Sen. 
Timothy Bearden, R-Carrollton, 
said the bill is about preventing 
non-Georgians from influenc-
ing Georgia elections, not about 
targeting Democrats.

The Republican-controlled 
Senate voted 33-21 to pass Sen-
ate Bill 423, sending it to the 
state House.

“This legislation promotes 
greater transparency in cam-
paign finance, curbs the influ-
ence of dark money and ensures 
Georgia elections are driven by 
Georgians, not by outside forc-
es,” Bearden said. “This measure 
promotes transparency without 
prohibiting speech.”

Sen. Josh McLaurin, D-Sandy 
Springs, said Republicans are 
using their political power to 
change campaign finance rules 
for their benefit.

“This is a bald attempt to say 
that if any Democratic candidate 
has national support, they need 
to cut it out,” McLaurin said. 
“Money is money y’all, and big 
money distorts politics, and this 
bill does nothing about that.”

Democratic candidates in high-
profile Georgia races have often 
received more money than Re-
publican candidates in recent 
years, according to campaign 
finance records.

Senate votes to 
require candidates 

to raise at least 
half their money 

within state
By Mark Niesse
Capitol Beat News Service

Peter Hubbard




