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Helping families meet their children’s basic needs
(StatePoint) Greater income 

allows parents to better meet 
children’s basic needs, and fi-
nancial stability can reduce pa-
rental stress. Advocates say that 
child tax credits (CTCs) provide 
one avenue for states to increase 
family resources and are encour-
aged by progress being made 
by Washington, D.C. and states 
around the country.

Studies show that credits like 
child tax credits have big bene-
fits for families and are linked to 
improvements in child and ma-
ternal health outcomes as well 
as reduced hunger and poverty. 
CTCs, which have bipartisan sup-
port, help families cover essen-
tials like food, clothing, child-

care and transportation. These 
initiatives -- in many cases made 
in response to the expiration of 
the expanded federal Child Tax 
Credit in 2021 -- aim to ease ris-
ing costs and improve economic 
security. Drawing lessons from 
the federal program, states are 
implementing practical solu-
tions to help keep families afloat.

“Tax policy is a powerful tool to 
support and improve childhood 
outcomes, community well-be-
ing, and state economies,” says 
Amber Wallin, executive direc-
tor of the State Revenue Alliance. 
“In fact, refundable tax credits 
that are focused on families, like 
a child tax credit, are the most 
effective public policy for reduc-

ing childhood poverty. And by 
putting money in the pockets of 
families who will spend it quick-
ly and locally, child-focused tax 
credits benefit businesses and 
the economy too.”

Josh McCabe, director of social 
policy at the Niskanen Center, 
notes that CTCs are especially 
effective at boosting family in-
come, and provide an alterna-
tive to traditional social assis-
tance programs like Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families.

“The nation’s capital follows 
several states that created whol-
ly new credits, however, other 
states have converted existing 
tax benefits into more modest 
credits at a lower cost, demon-
strating that these programs can 
help families avoid poverty while 
remaining affordable to state 
budgets,” says McCabe.

To learn more about policies 
that support babies, toddlers 
and their families, visit the Na-
tional Collaborative for Infants 
& Toddlers website at ncit.org.

States instituting or expand-
ing their own CTCs are helping 
fill the gap for parents, allow-
ing more infants, toddlers and 
families to thrive.
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Mrs. Sarah Holland
A visitation for Sarah Alice 

Holland will be held at Crown 
Hill Chapel at 9:00 a.m. on 
Friday, March 20, 2026, with a 
funeral service to follow at 
10:00 a.m. She will be laid to 
rest at the Crown Hill Mau-
soleum on Dawson Road in 
Albany, Georgia. Ms. Holland 
died on Saturday, March 14, 
2026, at Oaks Senior Living in 
Leesburg, Georgia. 

Born November 14, 1941, in 
Ozark, Alabama, Ms. Holland 
was known for her strong faith, 
love of teaching, and passion 
for writing. She was a retired 
educator with 31 years of 
service, having worked at St. 
Teresa’s School, the Georgia 
State Department of Education, 
and the Dougherty County 
School System, though her 
love for teaching began long 
before her professional career. 

Beginning at age eleven, Ms. 
Holland taught nursery and 
later early elementary-aged 
children at Sale City Baptist 
Church and helped organize 
and teach Vacation Bible 
School through high school 
until leaving for college. Over 
the years, she remained active 
in her church communities, 
teaching children’s and adult 
Sunday school, Bible school, 
and day school, and sang in the 
choirs at First Baptist Albany 
and Sale City Baptist. 

For several years, Ms. 
Holland entertained residents of 
assisted living homes with 
gospel and country-western 
karaoke as well as made 
wheelchair bags for the resi-
dents. 

In 2006, Ms. Holland 
published Turpentine Stills, 
Sawmills, and Cotton: A History 
of Sale City, Georgia 1901- 
2006, which can be found in 
libraries across the United 
States. 

Ms. Holland is survived by 
her three children, Joanne 
Holland Campbell (David 
Campbell), Bobby Holland (Lisa 
Holland), and Lorraine “Pete” 
Shiver (Bobby Shiver); three 
siblings; eight grandchildren; 
and six great-grandchildren.

Sam Shepard Pate, Jr.
Mr. Sam Shepard Pate, Jr., 

83, of Mitchell County, peace-
fully passed away on Friday, 
March 13, 2026, at Columbus 
Hospice. Graveside funeral 
services will be conducted at 
11:00 a.m., Thursday, March 
19, 2026, at Floral Memory 
Gardens. The family will visit 
with friends following the ser-
vice. Born on January 19, 1943, 
in Albany, he was the son of 
the late Sam Shepard Pate, Sr. 
and Harriette Swartz Pate. Sam 
graduated from Albany High 
School and attended South 
Georgia Technical College in 
Americus. In his earlier years 
he worked at the Railroad 
Express Company and retired 
from the United States Postal 
Service. His love for family, 
friends, and Jesus Christ was 
evident throughout his life. He 
attended many churches during 
his lifetime. At First Baptist of 
Putney he shared his faith and 
was blessed with their loving 
friendship. As a member of 
The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints, he continued 
to deepen his love of the gospel 
and our Savior Jesus Christ. 
In addition to his parents, Mr. 
Pate was preceded in death 
by his son, Kim Delray Pate, 
brother, Harry “Punky” Pate 
and his brother-in-law, Wendell 
Hodges. Survivors include his 
daughter, Tina LaNell Ortiz 
and Robert of Ocklawaha, FL, 
sister, Phyllis Pate Hodges of 
Putney and Linda Pate Giggey 
and Pat of Putney, grandchil-
dren, Anthony Ortiz, Jacob 
Ortiz, Bonita Ortiz, Amber Pate, 
and Alec Pate; great-grandchil-
dren, Olivia Rose Ortiz, Tyler 
Scott Ortiz, Dominick Robert 
Ortiz-Harrell and Isabella Marie 
Hodge; several nieces, neph-
ews and extended family.

John “Mark” Yarbrough, Sr.
Mark was born on May 

21, 1949 to Hugh and Edna 
Yarbrough in Albany, GA. In 
his childhood, Mark developed 
a passion for music, pho-
tography, and the outdoors, 
spending countless hours with 
family and friends on Lake 
Blackshear. A graduate of 
Albany High School, Mark went 
on to earn a journalism degree 
at UGA which led to jobs in TV 
and music production, including 
station WALB in Albany and 
Mastersound Studios in Atlanta, 
owned by future Georgia Music 
Hall of Famers Bill Lowery 
and Bob Richardson. Even-
tually his love of the outdoors 
led him to a long career as a 
golf course superintendent in 
Newnan and Peachtree City. 
Regardless of his day job, Mark 
remained an avid drummer all 
his life. He played with many 
bands over the years, including 
with Albany’s The Seros as a 
young adult and with Atlanta’s 
The Breeze Kings and The 
Shadows later in life. Mark’s 
tight drumming is prominently 
featured on The Breeze Kings 
album “You Got to Bring Some 
to Get Some” and The Shad-
ows’ “Live at Blind Willie’s, Vol 
1”. Mark is survived by his three 
sons J, Kap, and Davis, as 
well as his five granddaughters 
Randall, Yeats, Ella, Sally Kate, 
and Alice.
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ACROSS
1 Mensa stats
4 Deprive (of)
9 T’s, in Morse code

15 “Is the Pope 
Catholic?”

16 Hawaiian letter 
that resembles 
an apostrophe

17 “In my view ... ”
18 Ina Garten 

franchise
21 Director 

Kurosawa
22 Species known 

as the Evolution 
Pokémon

23 Sanskrit for 
“goddess”

24 Video game 
series based 
on Dungeons & 
Dragons

30 Receptionist, 
often

32 Reasons
33 YMCA class
34 Sam of “Peaky 

Blinders”
37 On deck
38 Tomie dePaola 

book whose title 
evokes the Italian 
for “Grandma 
Witch”

42 “Not cool!”
45 Investment
46 So-so, slangily
49 Cut without 

permission?
53 Composer 

parodied in 
“Rabbit of Seville”

55 Cry after a 
triumphant return

58 Burnt __
59 Comedy legend 

Burnett
60 Toyota hybrid
61 1985 novelty hit 

for the Bears, 
with “The,” or an 
apt title for this 
puzzle?

67 Main dish
68 App for foodies
69 Game review site
70 Untrustworthy sort
71 Run for fun, say
72 Receive

DOWN
1 Workplace 

accessibility 
issue?

2 Society of Friends
3 Dry (up)

4 Porch party 
fixture

5 Match stopper, 
briefly

6 Former 
Portuguese 
Royal Court city

7 Dirt from a bug, 
perhaps

8 Walked the floor
9 Mexican 

cheddar?
10 Swear (to)
11 __/her pronouns
12 Casual hellos
13 Outskirts of New 

Haven?
14 Reggae kin
19 Canal that runs 

351 miles
20 Egg cell
24 Taproom pour
25 “Acoustic Soul” 

singer India.__
26 “Jane the Virgin” 

star Rodriguez
27 “__ Maria”
28 __-Mex cuisine
29 Contractor’s no.
31 Explosive stuff
35 Some kitchen 

appliances
36 Long. counterpart
38 Oracle
39 Rat (on)
40 “Enough, I get it”

41 Old console 
letters

42 Texas airport 
letters

43 Abu Dhabi’s fed.
44 Tiny twisted 

molecule
46 Lego character, 

informally
47 Humor
48 Voice opposition
50 Proclamation
51 “Violeta” novelist 

Allende

52 Fatty tuna
54 Vassal
56 Shady garden 

spot
57 God of Islam
60 Unadulterated
61 Use a Singer
62 French article
63 Book fair gp.
64 Hesitant  

sounds
65 Pigpen
66 Make shorter, 

maybe
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Albany Classifieds

REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT

Hunting Leases
HUNTING LEASE LAND
WANTED. Senior man/men
seeking hunting lease. Size
of property is flexible.
Contact Bill, 352-697-9661

SERVICE 
DIRECTORY

Cleaning
Affordable House Cleaning
Residential - small offices -
dog walk/clean-up (min
poundage), Recyclables
drop off.Call/text  M-F
10a-6p,229-462-3205

Home Repair/
Remodeling

   ENHANCED
REMODELING 
& DRYWALL

 Drywall Repair Services
 Popcorn Removal
 Level 5 Drywall Finish
 Water Damage Repair
 Texture Matching
 Tape & Float
 Moldy Drywall Repair
 Demolition

WE DO SMALL 
AND BIG JOBS!

229-364-2997
Hernandez

912-432-3016
Residential-Commercial-Renovations

PAINTING 
AND HOME

REPAIR
Tile work, 

popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.

Just one call, 
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES

 229-349-5475

MERCHANDISE

Garage Sale
YARD SALE Starts at 7am
to 2pm, Saturday, March
21st – Come fill your trunk
with nice items for pennies
on the dollar. Some buy one
get one free.  Some buy
bag full.  We have cheap
clothing and shoes new and
gently used, good tools, 

Garage Sale
used furniture, dishes (pots
/pans), new/used costume
and jewelry. We are easy to
find  at 1919 Weymouth Dr.
Lane, Albany GA 31721

Wanted to Buy
WANTED, working or not,
boats, lawn equipment,
motorcycles, cars, etc.
229-291-8643

Albany Legals

Calhoun Co. Legals
The Calhoun County Democratic
Committee will hold a meeting on
Monday, April 6, 2026, at 6:00 P.M..
The meeting will be held at Calhoun
County Community Center ( former
Boys and Girls Club ), 597 Pioneer
Road, N.E., Arlington, Georgia
39813. The guest speaker will be 

Calhoun Co. Legals
A.J. Consonery, a Democratic
Candidate for Secretary of State of
Georgia, General Primary, Tuesday,
May 19, 2026. For additional
information, please contact Rev. Lou
Gene Bush at 229-835-3057


