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Special Photo: ABAC  
The residence halls at ABAC have been ranked No. 1 in Georgia by niche.com.

TIFTON — Abraham Bald-
win Agricultural College has 
once again been recognized 
with top honors for its res-
idence halls, which Niche 
has ranked No. 1 in Georgia 
for 2026.

Niche awarded ABAC an 
“A” rating based on a com-
bination of student surveys, 
housing costs, capacity and 
safety data. The recognition 
marks the second consecu-
tive year ABAC has earned 
the top ranking in the state.

“We’re honored to be recog-
nized again as having the best 
residence halls in Georgia,” 
Director of Residence Life & 
Housing Trent Hester said in 
a news release. “Our focus 
is creating an environment 
where students feel comfort-
able, connected, and truly at 
home from the moment they 
arrive on campus.” 

Student feedback continues 

to reflect that experience. Ac-
cording to Niche data, 75% of 
students rate the social atmo-
sphere of ABAC’s residence 
halls as great, while 67% give 
high marks to their overall 
quality. Reviewers frequently 
highlight the welcoming en-
vironment and comfortable 
living spaces. 

For incoming Elementary 
Education student Emilee 
Gruno of Quitman, that sense 
of belonging played a major 
role in her college decision. 

“I chose ABAC because of 
the quality of academics, but 
when I visited campus, the 
residence halls really stood 
out,” Gruno said. “They were 
charming and felt like they 
could truly be my home away 
from home.” 

Beyond comfort, ABAC’s 
on-campus living experience 
is designed to foster connec-
tion and engagement, plac-
ing students at the center of 
campus life. 

The college is also investing 

in continued improvements 
to its residence halls, includ-
ing updated flooring and en-
hancements to shared spaces 
over the next two years, en-
suring facilities continue to 
match the quality of the stu-
dent experience. 

“We understand that cre-
ating a safe and welcoming 
environment is essential to 
our students’ ability to be 
successful,” Alan Kramer, 
assistant vice president for 
Student Affairs & dean of Stu-
dents, said. “Our two build-
ings – ABAC Place and ABAC 
Lakeside – provide a perfect 
complement to the 60-plus 
clubs and organizations our 
students engage in, helping 
them immediately connect 
with the campus community.

“This recognition reflects 
our commitment to provid-
ing spaces where students 
can learn, grow, and feel at 
home, and we are honored 
to receive it.”

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com
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ACROSS
1 “One last  

thing ... ”
8 Gadget for a 

seafood chef
14 Chewy bits in 

some oatmeal 
cookies

15 Estrogen, e.g.
16 Noisy insects 

that emerge in 
summer

17 Small 
crustaceans

18 Luge, for one
19 Get stuff ready 

for vacation
21 Series of reps in 

the gym
22 Empty spaces
24 Sponged (off)
26 “__-ching!”
28 “Bohemian 

Rhapsody” 
Oscar winner 
Malek

30 “O Sole __”
31 Target
32 Sch. that hosts 

the Sun Bowl
33 To-do list trip
37 Fuss at the  

mirror
39 “Euphoria” cable 

network
41 Chocolate source
42 Made a cozy 

home
44 Not written down, 

as a contract
46 Official who calls 

balls and strikes
47 Laudatory poem
48 Ready, willing, 

and __
49 Driver’s seat?
50 Snack brand 

named for a 
Roman moon 
goddess

53 Dept. of Labor 
div.

55 Equinox mo.
56 Fool around 

(with)
58 Kimono sashes
61 Consider anew
63 Seasonal quaffs
65 Awakens
66 Take revenge
67 Electronic 

keyboards, 
informally

68 Appetizer-size 
burgers

DOWN
1 Rainbow shapes
2 Get just right
3 Yahtzee, craps, 

et al.
4 Carne __ tacos: 

steak dish
5 Tupperware top
6 Gets short with
7 Mount of Greek 

myth
8 Offender’s 

defiant challenge
9 Mysterious 

designs in fields
10 Concert device
11 Start to change?
12 Came to a stop
13 Sit for a spell
15 Long walk
20 Portable writing 

surface
23 Fruit-filled 

breakfast treat
25 Jewish wedding 

dance
26 Crunch’s rank in 

the cereal aisle
27 Fill a job opening
29 “It’s alright, I 

suppose”
34 On the next level, 

or what 3-, 9-, 
20-, and 23-Down 
literally have

35 First entry on 
many a form

36 Suss (out), 
informally

38 School attended 
by many  
English 
statesmen

40 Poetic sphere
43 Fillets, as a 

flounder
45 Soothing balm 

for a sunburn
50 Suspicious (of)

51 “The Jungle” 
writer Sinclair

52 NASA  
go-aheads

54 Made sharper
55 Sp. titles
57 Staying power
59 Disney CEO 

before  
D’Amaro

60 Hyphenated 
personal IDs

62 Crude dwelling
64 VW hatchback
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Albany Classifieds

REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT

Hunting Leases
HUNTING LEASE LAND
WANTED. Senior man/men
seeking hunting lease. Size
of property is flexible.
Contact Bill, 352-697-9661

SERVICE 
DIRECTORY

Home Repair/
Remodeling

   ENHANCED
REMODELING 
& DRYWALL

 Drywall Repair Services
 Popcorn Removal
 Level 5 Drywall Finish
 Water Damage Repair
 Texture Matching
 Tape & Float
 Moldy Drywall Repair
 Demolition

WE DO SMALL 
AND BIG JOBS!

229-364-2997
Hernandez

912-432-3016
Residential-Commercial-Renovations

PAINTING 
AND HOME

REPAIR
Tile work, 

popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.

Just one call, 
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES

 229-349-5475
Landscaping/

Lawn Care
THE GRASSCUTTER

Call or text 229-402-4832
and give the particulars

about your yard. I will text
you the prices. I am....

The Grasscutter.

Personal Care

If you need a caregiver,
Sat. or Sunday day or
night, weekdays day or
night. Call 229-900-7916

MERCHANDISE

Wanted to Buy
WANTED, working or not,
boats, lawn equipment,
motorcycles, cars, etc.
229-291-8643

Call 229-888-9300
to Subscribe

CALL 229-888-9300
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ABAC residence halls 
ranked No. 1 in Georgia

ATLANTA — The young-
est and oldest people in Geor-
gia to whom the state owes 
a financial responsibility got 
something extra in the 2027 
fiscal year budget that law-
makers sent to Gov. Brian 
Kemp.

State retirees could get a 
bump in their pensions after 
the state House and Senate 
agreed to add at least $65 mil-
lion in state money to their 
pension fund.

And children in grades kin-
dergarten through third grade 
could learn how to read with 
the help of literacy experts 
hired with $70 million in 
state funds.

That is more money than 
the House had initially bud-
geted as a downpayment on 
hiring more than 1,300 lit-
eracy coaches. 

The compromise budget 
also puts the money into a 
recurring fund, whereas the 
Senate had proposed a one-
time grant.

Grants must be renewed an-
nually, so the House wanted 
the money engraved in the 
school funding formula.

The compromise puts the 
money into the Quality Ba-
sic Education funding for-
mula, so it will be there year 
after year.

“I think QBE is usually a 
more consistent formula for 
our schools,” Sen. Blake Til-

lery, R-Vidalia, the chairman 
of the Senate Appropriations 
Committee, said. “That should 
give schools more confidence 
in hiring employees, an on-
going expense.

“I think there’s a lot more 
acceptance by the local school 
systems that it will be consis-
tent whereas our non-QBE 
grants sometimes are one of 
the first to go in recession-
ary times.”

Rep. Matt Hatchett, R-Dub-
lin, chairman of the House 
Appropriations Committee, 
called it “a conservative and 
fiscally sound budget.” And he 
said it would help state pen-
sioners who “put in years of 
hard work only to see infla-
tion decimate” their income, 
with the first cost-of-living 
increase in recent history of 
more than 2%.

The approvals by the House 
and Senate to House Bill 974 
sends the $38.5 billion budget 
to Kemp, who has line-item 
veto authority.

By Ty Tagami
Capitol Beat News Service

General Assembly passes budget that 
spends on early literacy, pensions
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