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American robotics needs a reboot
(NewsUSA) - Next-gener-

ation robotics and advanced 
manufacturing are key to pre-
serving American leadership 
in technology and AI, but the 
United States has fallen behind 
China in this essential arena, 
according to a new report from 
the Special Competitive Stud-
ies Project (SCSP), a nonprofit 
and nonpartisan initiative with 
a goal of making recommen-
dations to strengthen Amer-
ica’s long-term competitive-
ness in AI.

In the report, The Robot Defi-
cit: Diagnosing the U.S.-China 
Competition in Robotics for Ad-
vanced Manufacturing, SCSP 
outlines how the competition 
for leadership in the robotics 
space has shifted as China has 
rapidly accelerated its activity 
in this space.

Attention to robotics is es-
sential as the United States 
strives to improve its domestic 
manufacturing capacity, accord-
ing to SCSP experts. Humans 
simply can’t manufacture the 
leading-edge products that will 
support dominance in technol-
ogy, such as semiconductors 
and quantum devices, at the 
necessary scale. “In these do-
mains, the ability to automate 

is synonymous with the ability 
to produce,” the experts noted 
in their new report.

Although the United States 
maintains a lead in cutting-edge 
innovation leadership and ca-
pabilities regarding software 
prowess, it has fallen short on 
developing the robotic automatic 
necessary to manufacture the 
components of technology—the 
semiconductors and quantum 
devices that can’t be manufac-
tured at scale by humans.

According to the report, the 
U.S. needs to address four key 
areas:

Industrial Capacity. The 
U.S. currently trails China in 
manufacturing scale, supply 
chains, and raw materials. The 
U.S. reliance on imported com-
ponents is a potential disadvan-
tage to building automation 
tools in the event of a trade 
disruption or conflict.

Market Ecosystem. In 
2024, China accounted for 54% 
of all global industrial robot 
installations. By contrast, the 
U.S. dominates venture capi-
tal funding but favors high-
margin software over physical 
hardware. Changes are needed 
to expand industrial scaling.

Talent Pipeline. The good 

news: The United States at-
tracts the top 1% of global elite 
researchers. However, experts 
predict that more than 2 mil-
lion manufacturing jobs in will 
go unfilled, leaving a critical 
structural labor gap. China is 
working to reverse the brain 
drain and keep talent at home, 
while also launching significant 
academic programs in robotics.

National Leverage. Robot-
ics in the United States remains 
highly fragmented because of 
a combination of bureaucratic 
bottlenecks and the lack of a 
comprehensive national plan.

Potential solutions to the 
deficit in robotics involve the 
government and industry work-
ing together, with measures 
including tax incentives for 
robotics, federally funded pro-
grams, and a dedicated govern-
ment office to prioritize robotics 
and advanced manufacturing. 
Whether these plans succeed 
remains to be seen.

Visit scsp.ai to learn more.
The need for robotics manu-

facturing capacity is a strate-
gic asset that the United States 
needs to rebuild, yet structural 
bottlenecks make such an ob-
jective unsustainable with cur-
rent infrastructure.
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BOOKTRIB’S BITES:
When determination shapes fate

BookTrib
1. “Death 

for Sale” by 
Erik S. Mey-
ers

Nestled in 
the Ozarks, 
the tight-knit 
town of Berry 
Springs is gear-

ing up for Thanksgiving when 
several beloved seniors fall 
mysteriously ill at the commu-
nity dinner. As deaths follow, 
suspicion spreads faster than 
holiday cheer.

Enter Sally Witherspoon — 
a sharp-witted, 50-something 
accountant turned biker-bar 
owner with a knack for puz-
zles and a habit of helping lo-
cal law enforcement. Think 
Miss Marple meets a Cheers 
bartender. Between running 
her bar, worrying about her 
aging parents and facing her 
own milestone birthday, Sally 
has plenty on her plate. But 
when poisoning threatens her 
friends — and possibly her fam-
ily — she digs in her heels to 
uncover the truth.

With lively characters, small-
town charm and steady sus-
pense, “Death for Sale” is a spir-
ited holiday whodunit perfect 
for readers who enjoy lighter 
mysteries with heart, humor 
and a determined amateur 
sleuth at the helm.

Learn more about the Sally 
Witherspoon Mystery series 

and purchase 
“Death for Sale” 
at https://amzn.
to/4s3XFVm.

2 .  “ S h e 
Who Rides 
Horses: A 
Saga of the 

Ancient Steppe, Book One” 
by Sarah V. Barnes

Set more than 6,000 years 
ago on the ancient Pontic-Cas-
pian steppe, “She Who Rides 
Horses: A Saga of the Ancient 
Steppe” introduces Naya, a 
clan chief’s daughter whose fi-
ery red hair and independent 
spirit set her apart. While her 
people hunt wild horses for 
meat, Naya dreams of some-
thing different — partnership, 
not conquest. When she discov-
ers a chestnut filly as uncom-
mon as herself, she begins the 
slow, daring work of earning 
the young horse’s trust.

But fate intervenes when 
Naya is struck by a stranger’s 
arrow, leaving her wounded 
and separated from her clan 
during a brutal winter migra-
tion. As she heals alongside the 
young archer amid strangers 
struggling to survive, bonds 
deepen — between girl and 
horse, and between former 
enemies.

Rich in historical detail 
and emotional depth, Sarah 
V. Barnes’ novel reimagines 
the dawn of horseback riding 
as a story of courage, connec-
tion and the spiritual bond that 
forever changed humanity. A 
perfect read for the Year of 
the Horse!

Available in paperback, ebook 
and now in audiobook, “She 
Who Rides Horses: A Saga of 
the Ancient Steppe” can be 

purchased at 
https://amzn.
to/4cnkQ8z.

3. “Both 
Sides of the 
Same Coin” 
by Michael 
Weiner

Spanning a century of am-
bition, sacrifice and reinven-
tion, this historical saga traces 
the intertwined destinies of 
the Doyle, Carbone and Roth 
families as they journey from 
Ireland and Italy to the prom-
ise of America. Against the 
sweeping backdrop of New 
York City’s rise — from post-
Depression grit to wartime 
resilience — unlikely vision-
ary Oscar Klein emerges from 
the streets of Philadelphia to 
unite them all.

With Patrick Doyle and An-
thony Carbone, Oscar builds 
an empire of taxi medallions, 
clubs and restaurants, cul-
minating in a glittering Plaza 
Hotel wedding that draws the 
city’s elite — and the shadow 
of the Cosa Nostra. Success 
brings wealth and influence, 
but also heartbreak, addic-
tion and loss.

Praised as a compelling, 
page-turning saga rich with 
family values and New York 
landmarks, “Both Sides of the 
Same Coin” explores ambition 
and responsibility — and the 
delicate balance between pros-
perity and purpose.

Purchase at https://amzn.
to/40g56N8.

4. “Cham-
pions in Life: 
The Playbook 
for Teens and 
Their Parents 
with 10 Es-
sential Skills 
to Optimize 

Mental Health” by Elaine 
J. Brzycki, Ed.M. and Hen-
ry G. Brzycki, Ph.D.

In a world where teen mental 
health is often addressed only 
in crisis, “Champions in Life” 
takes a refreshingly proactive 
approach. Written by positive 
psychology pioneers Elaine J. 
Brzycki, Ed.M., and Henry G. 
Brzycki, Ph.D., this interactive 
guide empowers teens to build 
the skills they need to flourish 
— not just cope.

Grounded in the authors’ 
Integrated Self Model™ and 
their widely used Champions 
program, the book introduc-
es 10 essential mental health 
skills designed to strengthen 
resilience, self-esteem, internal 
motivation and hope. Through 
30 hands-on experiences, teens 
are encouraged to explore their 
emotions, clarify their dreams 
and discover their unique life 
purpose.

More than a book to read, 
this is a playbook to live — 
and a powerful tool for spark-
ing meaningful conversations 
between teens and parents. At 
its heart, “Champions in Life” 
reminds young people that 
they aren’t passive observers 
of their future — they can ac-
tively shape it.

Purchase at https://amzn.
to/4banZY4.
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ACROSS
1 __ the fat: gab
5 Get the last of, as 

gravy
10 Nap spot
14 Tibetan spiritual 

leader
15 Teaser ad
16 Rather wicked
17 Some early PCs
18 “Finding Nemo” 

setting
19 Irish ancestor
20 Household pest 

with wings
21 *Wise maternal 

figure voiced by 
Betty White in 
“The Lorax”

23 “Groovy, man!”
25 Nutrient in kale
26 Answers for a 

mistake
29 Like some 

swimming pools
33 Washbowl
35 Celebration with 

rainbow flags
37 Dallas sch.
38 Clever ploy
39 Household pest 

with a tail
40 Base’s chemical 

opposite
41 37-Across email 

ending
42 Military academy 

student
43 Speechify
44 Chinese small 

bites
46 Wireless network 

device
48 Stitched borders
50 Large 

crustaceans
53 *Mob boss 

played by James 
Gandolfini

58 Physics particle
59 Soothing gel
60 Hidden treasure
61 Bummed out
62 Beer barrels
63 Corkscrew shape
64 Novelist Ferber
65 “Grand slam” 

awards acronym 
spelled out by 
the starts of the 
answers to the 
starred clues

66 Look at, in the 
Bible

67 Cubicle fixture

DOWN
1 Hang glider’s 

launching spot, 
perhaps

2 “Se __  
español”

3 *Actress who 
plays Fiona 
Gallagher on 
“Shameless”

4 “Now, where 
__ I?”

5 Newspaper 
section with 
game recaps

6 Black-and-white 
18-Across 
predator

7 Verse
8 Savory flavor
9 Short trip on a 

short horse
10 Fraction of a 

minute
11 Completed
12 Cannes festival 

showing
13 Utah ski resort
21 Fashion icon  

Tim
22 Zero
24 Tot’s injury
27 Onetime Zune 

rival
28 More loyal

30 *“The Picture 
of Dorian Gray” 
novelist

31 Fail to mention
32 Impolite
33 Born and __
34 Automaker with a 

four-ring logo
36 Analogy words
39 Woolly beasts of 

the past
40 Zone
42 Pool hall sticks
43 Other, in Spanish

45 Least assertive
47 “Coming after the 

break ... ”
49 Buying binge
51 Subjects of most 

sentences
52 Tiptoe
53 Grab
54 Designer Cassini
55 Scrapped, at 

NASA
56 Actor’s goal
57 Rental car giant
61 __-and-breakfast
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Hunting Leases

Albany 
Classifieds

REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT

Hunting Leases

Service 
Directory

Home Repair

Landscaping


