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Take extra measures to
help prevent check fraud

(StatePoint) The use of 
checks may be declining, but 
check crimes are actually on 
the rise due to new, creative 
criminal schemes. Once a 
check is stolen, it can be al-
tered or signed on your behalf 
to withdraw money from your 
account, and there are online 
marketplaces where criminals 
will sell stolen checks for oth-
er criminals to use for fraud.

Luckily, there are steps you 
can take to protect yourself:

• Pay Digitally. Reduce 
the number of checks you 
send and utilize card or dig-
ital payment methods in-
stead. Consider using check 
fraud prevention services 
like Positive Pay, if available 
at your financial institution.

• Go to the Post Office. 
If you must mail a check, use 
the secure mailbox inside a 
USPS facility or hand the en-
velope over to a postal work-
er who can mail it for you.

• Follow Up. If you mail 
a check, confirm with the 
payee that they received it.

• Monitor Accounts. Set 
up account alerts and review 
statements regularly. Most 
banks will provide an option for 
an image of each check to be 
viewable on statements. Cross-
reference this image to ensure 
that the check processed is 

identical to the one you wrote.
• Report Quickly. Ap-

proximately 50% of stolen 
check images are posted online 
for sale within eight days of 
theft. Criminals act fast, and 
you need to act fast, too, to 
stop them in their tracks. As 
soon as you identify an ac-
count or payment anomaly, 
notify your bank to put a stop 
payment on the check and a 
freeze on your account. File 
a police report and submit a 
separate report with the Fed-
eral Trade Commission. Keep 
a record of all conversations, 
reports and correspondence 
in case later problems arise.

Methods of fraud continue 
to evolve, and a simple check 
can be used in a variety of 
ways to commit theft. For 
instance, criminals can cre-
ate fraudulent checks using 
your account information 
and sign your name. Or they 
could copy down your ac-
count information and use 
it for fraudulent purposes 
digitally or otherwise. Mail 
theft-related check fraud – 
where a check is stolen while 
enroute – accounts for hun-
dreds of millions of dollars 
in attempted theft annually.

Here are some of the most 
common fraud methods used:

Account Theft. Checks are 

used to steal account infor-
mation details to either steal 
money directly or fraudulent-
ly open additional accounts.

Forgery. Criminals have 
long forged the legitimate sig-
nature or altered the payee 
or amount on a check. How-
ever, artificial intelligence 
(AI) is making it easier than 
ever to do so with accuracy.

Check Washing. Criminals 
“wash” a check, using chemicals 
like acetone or bleach to erase 
the payee and amount, then 
rewrite the check to themselves 
for their amount of choice.

Counterfeits. Criminals 
create entirely fake checks 
that look real using sto-
len account information.

Check Return Schemes. 
Criminals will send what they 
claim is a paycheck or other 
payment by way of a check 
where they “overpay.” They 
ask you to deposit it, then 
return the “extra” mon-
ey back before it’s discov-
ered that the check is fake.

For more fraud prevention 
information, visit PNC’s Se-
curity and Privacy Center.

Safe handling of checks 
may  not  only  protect 
against theft but also de-
fend against more wide-
spread account compromise.

iStock via Getty Images Plus
Safe handling of checks may 
not only protect against theft 
but also defend against 
more widespread account 
compromise
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Ms. Mary Virginia Griffin 
(Griffin) 

Mary Virginia Griffin, 77, 
formerly of Albany, GA and 
recently of Cumming, GA 
passed away April 1, 2026. 
Virgina was born in Albany, GA 
to the late TJ and Katherine 
Griffin and lived in Albany her 
entire life.  She graduated from 
Albany High School in 1966 
and received her BA from 
the University of Georgia and 
her MA from Valdosta State 
College. 

Virgina dedicated her career 
to serving others through vari-
ous nonprofit organizations in 
Albany.  Prior to her retirement 
she served as Executive Direc-
tor of the Margaret Jo Hogg 
Alzheimer’s Outreach Center, 
now known as the Margaret 
Jo Hogg Dementia Support 
Center.  She was instrumental 
in guiding the center into a 
strong path and helping it grow 
to better serve the community.  
Virginia’s leadership and com-
mitment made a lasting impact.

A memorial service will be 
held in the near future.  Those 
wishing to make a memorial 
contribution may do so at the 
Margaret Jo Hogg Dementia 
Support Center, 229 North 
Jackson Street, Albany, GA 
31701.

 Ingram Funeral Home 
& Crematory, 210 Ingram 
Avenue, Cumming, GA 30040. 
770-887-2388.

Blessed are those who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness,

For they shall be filled.
Matthew 5:6 - NKJV

Huge Estate Sale
Frances Patrick Estate
Sales, LLC
229-347-4848

Estate of 
Kathryn Lynn Yanel
440 Church St. NE,
Dawson, Ga
April 24, 8 am - 5 pm, 
25th  9 am - 4 pm, 
26th 9 am - 3 pm
Cash, Ck, CC

Enter property at own risk,
Not responsible for
accidents.
Enter front door, checkout
under carport
Two Story Home – Children
not allowed on stairway &
must be with a parent when
on property.

Home is filled with antiques
and interesting objects.
Outdoor items on patio to
include lawn mower, edger,
2 pressure washers, tools
(some new in box),
decorative large pots, 

By Jeffrey Wechsler 
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ACROSS
1 Revels (in)
6 Kremlin cash

11 Part of the DHS
14 Like sparrows 

and swallows
15 One of several 

mistakes in a 
Shakespeare 
comedy?

16 Ashen
17 “Fried Green 

Tomatoes at the 
Whistle Stop 
Cafe” novelist

19 See 34-Down
20 Naval groups
21 Fresh start?
22 Govt. figure
23 Whispery
24 Observed 

furtively
27 Florence’s river
28 One-named 

singer from 
Donegal

30 Rapper featured 
on the Dr. Dre 
song “Nuthin’ but 
a ‘G’ Thang”

33 Warble
36 Custardy 

desserts
37 Circumnavigator 

in a Jules Verne 
novel

39 Greek island in 
“The Two Faces 
of January”

40 Stay put, in Paris
41 English actress 

who played 
Emma Peel on 
“The Avengers”

43 Fret (over)
47 eBay caveat
48 Opposite of o’er
51 Lille pal
52 Oz. and mg.
53 “The View” airer
55 Driver’s lic. with 

an added star
57 Born
58 “The Road to 

Wellville” role for 
Anthony Hopkins

61 Round topper for 
a scepter

62 Part of the Dutch 
Caribbean

63 Netflix category
64 Vane dir.
65 Satisfy, as a debt

66 Good point

DOWN
1 Perplex
2 Island where 

Excalibur was 
forged

3 Trim and 
muscular

4 “Citizen __”
5 Pique 

performances?
6 NFL employee
7 Brief address
8 Corleone player
9 Theater section

10 Therefore
11 Like many 

electric plugs
12 Some Malaysian 

attire
13 Like Big Ben’s 

clock
18 Dubious ability
25 Michigan’s __ 

Royale National 
Park

26 Make bigger
27 Maxims
29 Greek city in 

“The Two Faces 
of January”

31 Trade-__: 
compromises

32 Gardener’s parcel
34 With 19-Across, 

“How We Do 
(Party)” singer

35 Robert of “The 
Sopranos”

37 “Hallelujah!”
38 Video game giant
39 Collector of 

rainwater
41 Suddenly hit
42 Increase slowly
44 Claws

45 New citizen, 
perhaps

46 Doohickey
49 Otto meno cinque
50 Hägar the 

Horrible’s wife
53 Slightly open
54 Offer no 

amusement to
56 Tavern quaffs
59 Bulls org.
60 Big name in 

jewelry

Albany Classifieds

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Notices
VETERANS: STAY SAFE
IN YOUR OWN HOME Are
you an aging Veteran who
wants to keep your
independence? Don't wait
for a fall to happen. SoftLine
Home Support provides
professional Home Safety
Checks and monthly
"Watchman" visits to help
you live safely at home.
MSW-led and dedicated to
our heroes. Call Shaniqua
at 229-310-1438

SERVICE 
DIRECTORY

Home Repair/
Remodeling

   ENHANCED
REMODELING 
& DRYWALL

 Drywall Repair Services
 Popcorn Removal
 Level 5 Drywall Finish
 Water Damage Repair
 Texture Matching
 Tape & Float
 Moldy Drywall Repair
 Demolition

WE DO SMALL 
AND BIG JOBS!

229-364-2997
Hernandez

912-432-3016
Residential-Commercial-Renovations

PAINTING 
AND HOME

REPAIR
Tile work, 

popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.

Just one call, 
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES

 229-349-5475
Landscaping/

Lawn Care
New Temple Praise

Lawn Care
Raymond Kennebrew

229-603-5899
raymondkennebrew19@gmail.com

THE GRASSCUTTER
Call or text 229-407-4832
and give the particulars

about your yard. I will text
you the prices. I am....

The Grasscutter.

MERCHANDISE

Garage Sale
HUGE BENEFIT YARD
SALE to raise funds for

medical expenses.
Saturday 4/25 8am-2pm

146 Paloma Dr., Leesburg
Chest of drawers, exercise

bike, wall unit, clothes,
lamps, household items.

Estate Sales

Estate Sales
statuary and birdhouses.
5 pc. parlor set, antique hall
tree, 9 ft. xmas tree filled
with ornaments for your
selection, several marble
top small tables, nice chest,
chest of drawers, butler's
desk, vintage oak file
cabinet, oak planters desk,
Queen poster bed, queen
cane headboard, 3 cushion
sofa & pair wing chairs,
dining table w/6 matching
chairs, walnut high back
server, long console table,
nice oval top china cabinet,
curio cabinet, 2 bookcases,
one room filled with craft
items and toys, room filled
with xmas décor, Tiffany
style lamps, pictures, and 
loads  of other decorative
items. GE washer, porch
furniture and much, much
more.
“Illinois” 21 jewel pocket
watch. Huge collection
baseball cards.
See estatesales.net for over
300 photos.

JOBS

Full-Time
IRRIGATION TECH needed
for a small irrigation co.
Must have driver's license
and be willing to learn. Call
Tommy at 229-603-1373.


