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Dr.  Robert A. Clay, Jr.
Dr. Robert A. “Bobby” Clay, 

Jr., 98, of Lee County, Georgia, 
passed away peacefully on 
Wednesday, May 6, 2026. Born 
in 1928, in Lee County, Dr. 
Clay was the son of the late 
Robert A. Clay, Sr. and Eddye 
Hooks Clay. He devoted his life 
to faith, family, education, 
agriculture, and public service. 
Raised during the Great 
Depression on Clay Spring 
Farms which is recognized 
as a Centennial Farm, having 
been in operation by the same 
family for 121 years. He carried 
with him the values of hard 
work, humility, stewardship, 
and perseverance throughout 
his life. A proud graduate of 
Leesburg High School’s Class 
of 1945, Dr. Clay demonstrated 
leadership from an early age. 
At just 15 years old, while still a 
student himself, he became a 
school bus driver for the Lee 
County School System. He 
later attended North Georgia 
College before earning 
his bachelor’s degree from 
University of Georgia. With a 
lifelong commitment to learning 
and service, he continued 
his education, earning both 
a master’s degree and doc-
torate in education. Dr. Clay 
dedicated more than three 
decades to the Lee County 
School System, first serving on 
the Lee County Board of 
Education and later as super-
intendent for 32 years. During a 
transformative era in public 
education, he provided steady 
leadership marked by integrity, 
compassion, and vision. Under 
his guidance, the school system 
successfully navigated 
integration, expanded educa-
tional opportunities, welcomed 
students with disabilities for the 
first time, and experienced 
tremendous growth that helped 
shape Lee County into one 
of Georgia’s most respected 
school systems. After retiring 
as superintendent, he served 
again on the Board of Educa-
tion. Though widely respected 
as an educator and community 
leader, Dr. Clay remained, at 
heart, a farmer who deeply 
loved the land and rural life that 
shaped him. He often spoke 
fondly of childhood days spent 
swimming in Chokee Creek, 
fishing, and working alongside 
his family on the farm. Clay 
Spring Farms was not simply 
where he lived — it was part of 
who he was. On June 13, 1954, 
he married the love of his life, 
Betty Ann Pace Clay, begin-
ning a devoted partnership that 
spanned 67 years until her 
passing in 2021. Together they 
built a life rooted in faith, family, 
education, service, and 
community. Their home was 
known for its warmth, 
hospitality, and deep love for 
family traditions. Dr. Clay and 
his wife were members of 
DeSoto Baptist Church where 
they served faithfully for many 
years. Throughout his life, Dr. 
Clay served his community 
in many capacities, including 
longtime service on the Board 
of Health. He was also honored 
as a member of the Lee County 
High School Distinguished 
Alumni Program, a fitting 
recognition for a man whose life 
embodied leadership, humility, 
and devotion to his hometown. 
In addition to his parents, he 
was preceded in death by his 
beloved wife, Betty Ann Pace 
Clay; his son, Robert A. Clay III; 
grandson, Zachary Clay Peak; 
and son-in-law, Sidney Clinton 
Peak. Those left to cherish his 
memory include his daughters, 
Carol Ann Clay Peak of Lee 
County and Melody Clay 
Sheffield and Jim of Albany; his 
grandson, James Clay Shef-
field; sister, Evelyn Clay Hicks 
of Marietta; along with numer-
ous nieces, nephews, extended 
family members, and friends 
who were blessed to know and 
love him. A visitation and 
viewing will be held on Friday, 
May 15, 2026, in the chapel of 
Joseph W. Jones Funeral 
Home from 5:00 p.m. until 7:00 
p.m. Graveside funeral services 
will be conducted at 11:00 a.m. 
Saturday, May 16, 2026, in the 
Leslie City Cemetery.

the court, they are entitled 
to have the rules enforced 
and never be subjected to 
the personal biases of the 
judges.”

Bethel, who was appointed 
by former Gov. Nathan Deal 
to the Court of Appeals in 
20016 and to the Supreme 
Court in 2018, was elected 
to a six-year term in 2020.

The biggest single source 
of cases before the Supreme 
Court come from individuals 
requesting hearings for mur-
der convictions, a review by 
the court that is automatic in 
the state. The court, which is 
not a trial court but a court 
of review, hears both civil 
and criminal cases.

Prior to his time on the 
state courts, Bethel served 
on the City Council in his 
native Dalton and was elect-
ed to the state Senate. He 
worked in legal practice for 
more than a decade

The other candidate in the 
race is challenger Miracle 
Rankin.

Also in Albany for the meet-
ing were Court of Appeals 
Judges Trenton “Trent” Sum-
merlin and Elizabeth Gobeil, 
both of whom have opposi-
tion. The incumbents face, 
respectively, Will Wooten 

and Fatima Harris Felton 
in the May 19 nonpartisan 
election.

Before being appointed 
to the court in 2018, Brown 
served as a Putnam County 
State Court judge for five 
years and five years as a Su-
perior Court Judge. 

“I think what Georgians 
expect out fo the judges are 
fair and impartial public ser-
vants who simply apply the 
law,” he said. “Judges are 
expected to provide a great 
service. No party politics 
have a place in a court.”

Appointed by Deal in 2018, 
Gobeil is seeking her second 
six-year term. She explained 
that the court’s 15 members 
are divided into five panels 
that review cases.

“We are an intermediate 
appellate court,” she said. 
“What that means is that 
when people are dissatis-
fied with a decision of one 
of Georgia’s trial courts, over 
90% of appeals come to us.”

The incumbent also re-
ferred to former Appeals Court 
member Herbert Phipps, who 
served a lengthy tenure on 
the court and was honored 
at the Wednesday meeting.

“One of the honors of my 
life is being able to overlap 
with Judge Phipps in serv-
ing,” she said. “I like to think 
of him as the spiritual dean 
of our court.”
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ACROSS
1 Supports for 

crow’s nests
6 In the company of

10 Half-__ latte
13 How ballerinas 

may stand
14 In the lead
16 R&B singer 

Lennox
17 Practical baby 

shower gift
19 Last leg of a 

triathlon
20 First responder 

certified in AED 
use

21 “Stranger Things” 
actress Hawke

22 Blacksmith’s 
workshop

24 Praise
26 Sheer brilliance
29 Put emphasis on
31 Monopoly 

players?
32 Fish enjoyed on 

Unagi Day
33 Back out (on)
35 “Barbie” actress 

Issa
36 Hidden nerdy 

side
40 TruTV sister 

station
43 Objectives
44 Shawarma bread
47 Craftsperson
50 Sides of a gem
52 Pumping device 

in a pub
55 Leafy vegetable 

rich in vitamin K
56 Boutonniere spot
57 Ladder 

crosspiece
59 PC hookup
60 Flight takeoff 

abbr.
61 Simple salad, 

or what 17-, 
26-, 36-, and 
52-Across all 
have

65 “It just clicked!”
66 Skirt with flare?
67 Colorful striped 

stone
68 Currency in MN 

and NM
69 “None of that is 

true!”
70 Living room seats

DOWN
1 Workers who 

strike poses

2 Bring to life
3 Level of 

importance
4 Blouse or 

turtleneck
5 Come across as
6 Pricey Japanese 

beef
7 “Rumor is ... ”
8 Number of legs 

on a lobster
9 “Yes,” in Osaka

10 Verizon or 
T-Mobile

11 Leafy vegetable 
also known as 
rocket

12 Delicate handling
15 Postpone
18 Sings like 

G-Dragon
23 Toronto’s prov.
25 Place to order a 

Reuben
27 Vaping devices
28 Battering wind
30 Nine-digit ID that 

never begins with 
a nine

33 For the time __
34 Blazer sleeve
37 Flatbread often 

enriched with 
yogurt

38 Org. that banned 
DDT

39 Punt or field goal
40 Picturesque 

scene
41 Gulps of air
42 Father in a 

blended family
45 Bit read by a 

fortune teller
46 City with the 

world’s busiest 
airport

48 Furious state
49 Alabama city in 

civil rights history

50 __ shui
51 Gets the feeling
53 Adler who  

outwits Sherlock 
Holmes in “A 
Scandal in 
Bohemia”

54 Some lipstick 
shades

58 Mardi __
62 Down with a bug
63 Noon, on 

sundials
64 Self-image

Albany 
Classifieds
SERVICE 

DIRECTORY
Home Repair/
Remodeling

   ENHANCED
REMODELING 
& DRYWALL

 Drywall Repair Services
 Popcorn Removal
 Level 5 Drywall Finish
 Water Damage Repair
 Texture Matching
 Tape & Float
 Moldy Drywall Repair
 Demolition

WE DO SMALL 
AND BIG JOBS!

229-364-2997
Hernandez

912-432-3016
Residential-Commercial-Renovations

Home Repair/
Remodeling

PAINTING 
AND HOME

REPAIR
Tile work, 

popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.

Just one call, 
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES

 229-349-5475
Landscaping/

Lawn Care
THE GRASSCUTTER

Call or text 229-407-4832
and give the particulars

about your yard. I will text
you the prices. I am....

The Grasscutter.

MERCHANDISE
Miscellaneous 

for sale
ITEMS FOR SALE

1. Men's bicycle 26-inch
Bayside 26 GO by Kent.
Brand new, never used.
$150
2. Troy-Bilt TB230 self-
propelled Lawnmower.
Gently used. $150
3. Roku TVs 28-inch.
New. $125 each

Call 919-704-1064 

Wanted to Buy
WANTED, working or not,
boats, lawn equipment,
motorcycles, cars, etc.
229-291-8643

JOBS

Full-Time
IRRIGATION TECH needed
for a small irrigation co.
Must have driver's license
and be willing to learn. Call
Tommy at 229-603-1373.

Albany Legals
Construction/
Service Bids

Bid Announcement- Food Services
(For Media release) 
Southwest Georgia Community
Action Council is accepting sealed
bids for the Child Adult Care Food
Program (CACFP) serving Head
Start centers throughout southwest
Georgia including Albany, Arlington,
Buena Vista, Moultrie and
Thomasville service areas for the
period of October 1, 2026, through
September 30, 2027, with
consecutive extension options. The
food bid will include individual food
items such as Tilapia Filets - 10#,
Chicken Breast Strips – 10#, Diced
Pears – 96/4 cup, String Cheese -
160/1 oz., and Sliced Carrots -
6/10#; as well as non-food items
such as Ziploc Sandwich Bags -
500 ct, 5 oz. Cups – 25/100 ct., and
Foil Standard – 18 x 500 – Roll.
The bread bid will include items such
as Round Top Wheat Bread – 20
oz.; Hamburger Buns – 12 ct.; and
Dinner Rolls – 24 ct. The dairy bid
will include items such as Milk
Whole DF – GL; Milk 2% DF – HP;
and Chocolate Milk 1% DF - HP.
We invite prospective vendors to
request a detailed bid package from
Yolanda Daniels; Head Start Director
at (229) 985-3610 or email at
ydaniels@swgacac.com. 
Bids over $100,000 shall include a
bid bond in the amount of 10% of bid
price. The successful Bidder shall
provide the Client with a
performance bond in the amount of
10% of the contract price. 
Open bidding period will be from May
4, 2026, through May 29, 2026.
Deadline for submission of sealed
bid packages will be May 29, 2026.
On June 5, 2026, at 10 a.m., the
public is invited to attend the bid
opening at the corporate offices of
Southwest Georgia Community
Action Council located at 912 First
Avenue SW, Moultrie, GA 31768. 
Bids and Contracts are reviewed by
Bright from the Start. 
Southwest Georgia Community
Action Council, Inc. will prepare and
serve approximately 1415
breakfasts, 1415 lunches, and 1415
snacks to Head Start children 160
days during the 2026-2027 school
term. 
Southwest Georgia Community
Action Council, Inc. will prepare and
serve approximately 361 breakfasts,
361 lunches, and 361 snacks to
Early Head Start infants and toddlers
198 days during the 2026-2027
school term. 
Infants will also receive formula on
demand 198 days during the
2026-2027 school term. 
All items provided must meet or
exceed the Bright from the Start
Child and Adult Food Care Program,
a USDA program. 
Supplier shall furnish items during
the period of October 1, 2026
through September 30, 2027. 
The Child and Adult Care Food
Program (CACFP) is a federally 

Construction/
Service Bids

funded program that reimburses
providers for serving nutritious meals
to children or adults in a day care
environment. Providers include child
care centers, adult care centers,
emergency shelters, family child care
homes, and after-school programs. 
Funding for the CACFP comes
through grants to the states from the
United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA). In Georgia,
Bright from the Start administers the
program. 
For the most part, providers
participating in the CACFP are
reimbursed for serving children age
12 years or younger, However,
after-school programs serving
school-age children through age 18
may be eligible for reimbursement
through the CACFP. Adults served in
adult day care programs must be
either functionally impaired or age 60
or older. Residential programs for
children or adults, except emergency
shelters, do not qualify for the
CACFP. 
"The U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) prohibits discrimination
against its customers, employees,
and applicants for employment on
the bases of race, color, national
origin, age, disability, sex, gender
identity, religion, reprisal, and where
applicable, political beliefs, marital
status, familial or parental status,
sexual orientation, or if all or part of
an individual's income is derived
from any public assistance program,
or protected genetic information in
employment or in any program or
activity conducted or funded by the
Department. (Not all prohibited
bases will apply to all programs
and/or employment activities.) 
If you wish to file a Civil Rights
program complaint of discrimination,
complete the USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint Form,
found online at
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_
filing_cust.html, or at any USDA
office, or call (866) 632-9992 to
request the form. You may also write
a letter containing all of the
information requested in the form.
Send your completed complaint form
or letter to us by mail at U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Director,
Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Avenue, S.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by
fax (202) 690-7442 or email at
p r o g r a m . i n t a k e @ u s d a . g o v .
Individuals who are deaf, hard of
hearing or have speech disabilities
may contact USDA through the
Federal Relay Service at (800)
877-8339; or (800) 845-6136 (in
Spanish). USDA is an equal
opportunity provider and employer." 


