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Dr.  Robert A. Clay, Jr.
Dr. Robert A. “Bobby” Clay, 

Jr., 98, of Lee County, Georgia, 
passed away peacefully on 
Wednesday, May 6, 2026. 
Born in 1928, in Lee County, 
Dr. Clay was the son of the late 
Robert A. Clay, Sr. and Eddye 
Hooks Clay. He devoted his life 
to faith, family, education, 
agriculture, and public service. 
Raised during the Great 
Depression on Clay Spring 
Farms which is recognized 
as a Centennial Farm, having 
been in operation by the same 
family for 121 years. He carried 
with him the values of hard 
work, humility, stewardship, 
and perseverance throughout 
his life. A proud graduate of 
Leesburg High School’s Class 
of 1945, Dr. Clay demonstrated 
leadership from an early age. 
At just 15 years old, while still a 
student himself, he became a 
school bus driver for the Lee 
County School System. He 
later attended North Georgia 
College before earning 
his bachelor’s degree from 
University of Georgia. With a 
lifelong commitment to learning 
and service, he continued 
his education, earning both 
a master’s degree and doc-
torate in education. Dr. Clay 
dedicated more than three 
decades to the Lee County 
School System, first serving on 
the Lee County Board of 
Education and later as super-
intendent for 32 years. During a 
transformative era in public 
education, he provided steady 
leadership marked by integrity, 
compassion, and vision. Under 
his guidance, the school 
system successfully navigated 
integration, expanded educa-
tional opportunities, welcomed 
students with disabilities for the 
first time, and experienced 
tremendous growth that helped 
shape Lee County into one 
of Georgia’s most respected 
school systems. After retiring 
as superintendent, he served 
again on the Board of Educa-
tion. Though widely respected 
as an educator and community 
leader, Dr. Clay remained, at 
heart, a farmer who deeply 
loved the land and rural life that 
shaped him. He often spoke 
fondly of childhood days spent 
swimming in Chokee Creek, 
fishing, and working alongside 
his family on the farm. Clay 
Spring Farms was not simply 
where he lived — it was part of 
who he was. On June 13, 
1954, he married the love of his 
life, Betty Ann Pace Clay, 
begin-ning a devoted 
partnership that spanned 67 
years until her passing in 2021. 
Together they built a life rooted 
in faith, family, education, 
service, and community. Their 
home was known for its 
warmth, hospitality, and deep 
love for family traditions. Dr. 
Clay and his wife were 
members of DeSoto Baptist 
Church where they served 
faithfully for many years. 
Throughout his life, Dr. Clay 
served his community 
in many capacities, including 
longtime service on the Board 
of Health. He was also honored 
as a member of the Lee County 
High School Distinguished 
Alumni Program, a fitting 
recognition for a man whose 
life embodied leadership, 
humility, and devotion to his 
hometown. In addition to his 
parents, he was preceded in 
death by his beloved wife, 
Betty Ann Pace Clay; his son, 
Robert A. Clay III; grandson, 
Zachary Clay Peak; and son-in-
law, Sidney Clinton Peak. 
Those left to cherish his 
memory include his daughters, 
Carol Ann Clay Peak of Lee 
County and Melody Clay 
Sheffield and Jim of Albany; his 
grandson, James Clay Shef-
field; sister, Evelyn Clay Hicks 
of Marietta; along with 
numerous nieces, nephews, 
extended family members, and 
friends who were blessed to 
know and love him. A visitation 
and viewing will be held on 
Friday, May 15, 2026, in the 
chapel of Joseph W. Jones 
Funeral Home from 5:00 p.m. 
until 7:00 p.m. Graveside 
funeral services will be 
conducted at 11:00 a.m. 
Saturday, May 16, 2026, in the 
Leslie City Cemetery.

Col Howard D Barnard III
Col. Howard D. Barnard III, 

81, passed away on Friday, 
May 8th,  2026 at his home in 
Surfside Beach, South Caro-
lina. He was born on January 
21, 1945, in Albany, Georgia, 
the son of Howard Barnard and 
Theodosia Donaldson Bar-
nard. He was an Eagle Scout 
and graduated from Albany 
High School, where he was a 
three-year letterman in bas-
ketball and track. In 1967, he 
earned a Bachelor’s degree in 
Economics from the University 
of Georgia and received his Air 
Force commission through the 
university’s ROTC program.

For the next 28 years, he 
served his country with dis-
tinction as a fighter pilot and 
paratrooper, accumulating over 
5,000 flying hours in single-seat 
fighters, including the A-10, in 
which he was recognized as a 
Top Gun. He later earned a 
Master of Business Adminis-
tration from the University of 
Oklahoma, a Master’s degree 
in Military Arts and Sciences 
from the U.S. Army War Col-
lege, and also pursued addi-
tional postgraduate studies in 
Environmental Engineering at 
Pennsylvania State University.

A veteran of the Vietnam 
conflict, Colonel Barnard also 
served as a commander during 
Operation Desert Storm. He 
was decorated for heroism in 
combat, receiving two Distin-
guished Flying Crosses and 13 
Air Medals. Throughout 
his career, he commanded at 
every level within an Air Force 
Fighter Wing and served on the 
fighter planning staff at the 
Pentagon in Washington, D.C. 
In 1982, he was assigned to 
Myrtle Beach Air Force Base, 
where he served for four years 
and commanded the 356th 
Fighter Squadron—an 
assignment he considered the 
highlight of his distinguished Air 
Force career.

Following his retirement from 
the Air Force in 1995, Colonel 
Barnard returned to Horry 
County and became deeply 
involved in volunteer service. A 
devoted member of the 
Presbyterian Church for more 
than 30 years, he served as an 
elder, deacon, and teacher. 
From 1995 to 2007, he worked 
as Director of Lay and Steward-
ship Ministries at First Presby-
terian Church of Myrtle Beach, 
leading outreach efforts both 
locally and internationally. 

Colonel Barnard was a man 
of deep faith who loved his 
family, his friends, and the joy 
of flying.

He is survived by his wife, 
Dr. Marga Faith Massey; his 
daughter, Beth Barnard Blum 
and her husband, Buck; his 
son, Howard D. Barnard IV and 
his wife, Julie; and five grand-
children: Dr. Andrew Ellis Blum 
(Dr. Courtney), Catherine Blum 
MacLaren (Stephen), Sarah 
Barnard Watson (Will), James 
Cole Barnard, and Ella Rose 
Barnard. He is also survived by 
his loving sister, Doty Barnard 
Dunn, and her husband, JD. He 
was preceded in death by his 
first wife of 55 years, Connie 
Cordell Barnard.

A memorial service will be 
held at 2pm on Thursday, May 
28th at First Presbyterian 
Church, Grissom Campus, 
located at 3810 Robert M Gris-
som Parkway, Myrtle Beach, 
SC 29577 followed by a recep-
tion in Wilkes Hall.  Memorials 
may be made to the Connie 
Barnard Memorial Garden at 
First Presbyterian Church, P.O. 
Box 70127, Myrtle Beach, SC 
29572. A complete Obit may be  
found at: https://www.msfh.net/
obituary/ColHoward-BarnardIII

Harriette Elizabeth Lathrup 
(Hilliard) 

Harriette Elizabeth (Hilliard) 
Lathrup, 81, passed away 
peacefully on May 10, 2026, at 
Phoebe Putney Memorial 
Hospital in Albany, Georgia. 
Born on December 29, 1944, 
she lived a life defined by 
devotion—to her family, her 
faith, her students, and her 
community.

A proud graduate of Mitchell 
County High School’s Class of 
1962 and Valdosta State 
College, Harriette embraced 
education both as a student 
and as a lifelong calling. She 
was a member of the Alpha 
Delta Phi sorority and went on 
to shape young minds for three 
decades as a 4th- and 5th 
grade teacher at King Springs 
Elementary School in Smyrna, 
Georgia from 1966 - 1996.

After retiring, she returned 
home to Camilla with the love 
of her life, Don, where she 
poured her energy into church 
life, service, and friendship. 
Harriette was an active mem-
ber of Camilla United Methodist 
Church and the Crusaders 
Sunday School Class, where 
she served as Class President 
for eight years. She also served 
faithfully in the United Method-
ist Women and contributed her 
creativity and leadership to the 
Camilla Garden Club.

Harriette was preceded in 
death by her husband, Don-ald 
Edward Lathrup, Jr., her 
parents Edward Bradford and 
Elizabeth Nowlen Hilliard, and 
her brothers Richard Wayne 
and James David Hilliard. She 
is survived by her brothers 
Edward Nowlen (Sue), Tommy 
Lee, Sr. (Barbara), and Drew 
Wilson (Nan), as well as sister 
in law Kay Brooks Hilliard. She 
also leaves behind step 
children Steve, Michael (Ter-
rie), Tony, and Kim Lathrup, 
along with a large and loving 
extended family of nieces, 
nephews, great nieces, great 
nephews, and step grand-
children. She is also survived 
by her devoted caregivers, 
Gilberteen (Money) Williams 
and Cheryl Wimberly.   

A visitation and funeral 
service will be held Wednes-
day, May 13, 2026, at Camilla 
United Methodist Church, with 
visitation at 10:00 a.m. and the 
funeral at 11:00 a.m.  Rev. 
Chris Shoemaker will officiate. 
A private family burial will follow 
at Bethany United Methodist 
Church Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, those wish-
ing to honor Harriette’s memory 
may make contributions to 
Camilla United Methodist 
Church, PO Box 192, Camilla, 
GA 31730 or Bethany United 
Methodist Church, 3393 Slough 
Rd, Camilla, GA 31730. 

Parker-Bramlett Funeral 
Home is in charge of arrange-
ments.  To sign the online 
guest registry, visit our website 
at www.parkerbramlett.com.

Robert “Bobby” Wayne 
Knight

Robert “Bobby” Wayne 
Knight, 80, of Worth County, 
GA, passed away on Sunday, 
May 10, 2026 at Phoebe 
Putney Memorial Hospital. 
Graveside funeral services will 
be held on Saturday, May 16, 
2026 at 10:00 AM at Salem 
Baptist Church Cemetery in 
Worth County GA. American 
Legion Post #335 will provide 
military honors. Rev. Nick 
Arbogast will officiate. Born on 
May 31, 1945, in Albany GA, to 
the late William and Gertrude 
Shiver Knight. Mr. Knight 
owned and operated Knight’s 
Starters and Genera-tors, 
where he served faithfully for 
50 years until his retirement. 
Robert also served his country 
with honor as a member of the 
United States Army during the 
Vietnam War. Outside of his 
professional and military life, 
Bobby had a deep passion 
for horses and found great 
joy in spending time caring for 
them. He was an avid cook and 
griller, delights he shared with 
his family and friends, 
alongside many cherished 
moments spent together. He 
was preceded in death by his 
parents William and Gertrude 
and brother Larry Knight.

Bobby is survived by his 
loving wife of 59 years, Julia 
Ann Knight of Worth County, 
Georgia, his sons, Shane 
Knight of Otto, North Carolina, 
and Heath Knight, along with 
his wife Leisa, of Ashburn, 
Georgia, grandchildren Michael 
Knight, Madison Knight, Chris-
tina Hunt (and her husband 
Adam), Travis Wright (and 
his wife Bridget), as well as his 
great-grandchildren Lukas 
Hunt, Lenora Hunt, Tracelee 
Wright, and Brevyn Wright and 
Liam Knight. He is also 
survived by his brother Kenneth 
Knight and his spouse Chris. 
The family will receive friends 
following the graveside service.
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extended family members, and 
friends who were blessed to 
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Friday, May 15, 2026, in the 
chapel of Joseph W. Jones 
Funeral Home from 5:00 p.m. 
until 7:00 p.m. Graveside 
funeral services will be 
conducted at 11:00 a.m. 
Saturday, May 16, 2026, in the 
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his family and friends, 
alongside many cherished 
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and brother Larry Knight.
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Ann Knight of Worth County, 
Georgia, his sons, Shane 
Knight of Otto, North Carolina, 
and Heath Knight, along with 
his wife Leisa, of Ashburn, 
Georgia, grandchildren Michael 
Knight, Madison Knight, Chris-
tina Hunt (and her husband 
Adam), Travis Wright (and 
his wife Bridget), as well as his 
great-grandchildren Lukas 
Hunt, Lenora Hunt, Tracelee 
Wright, and Brevyn Wright and 
Liam Knight. He is also 
survived by his brother Kenneth 
Knight and his spouse Chris. 
The family will receive friends 
following the graveside service.

“To every thing 
there is a season, 

and a time to 
every 

purpose under 
the heaven:  A 
time to be born, 
and a time to 
die; a time to 
plant, and a 

time to pluck up 
that which is 

planted;”
Ecclesiastes 3:1 (KJV)
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ACROSS
1 Novice gamers, 

informally
6 Thurman of 

“Pretty Lethal”
9 Pizzeria array

13 Moral principle
14 “M*A*S*H” 

setting, for short
15 “Butterfly Dance” 

artist
16 Put away
17 Under a spell
19 College where 

Robert Frost 
taught English

21 “Let’s do it!”
22 NYC home 

of Matisse’s 
“Landscape at 
Collioure”

23 Fail to share
25 Taylor-Joy of 

“The Northman”
26 Skillets
29 Area exposed by 

an updo
31 Teases
32 “__ it down!”
34 “Downton Abbey” 

cook
38 Here, in 

Honduras
39 Artistic printing 

method, and a 
feature of rows 2, 
5, 11, and 14 in 
this puzzle

41 Mod About You 
polish maker

42 Mexican 
sandwich

44 Like a bowstring
45 Trade
46 Playfully sly
48 Endearment
50 Electrically 

adaptable
53 __ Majesty
55 Sazerac options
56 Carefree
58 Abu Dhabi, e.g.
61 Expanse crossed 

by Odysseus
63 Sanctions
65 Like van Gogh 

and Vermeer
66 Superlative suffix
67 __-Grain
68 Breyers rival
69 Tiny
70 Blades for some 

Olympians

DOWN
1 Super Mario 

Bros. console
2 Jazzy James
3 Guitar accessory 

that may create 
vibrato

4 Knights’ 
neighbors

5 Blueprint
6 Luau instruments
7 May, say
8 Skill
9 Prehistoric 

supercontinent
10 Like some 

pyramids
11 Moriarty, to 

Holmes
12 Musician’s better 

half?
15 Sweet potato
18 Latvian capital
20 Cost
24 Recipe quantity
26 Greek life group
27 Part of P.R.
28 Calm
30 S.F. summer hrs.
33 Leak prevention 

measure, briefly
35 Home of the 

Cyclones
36 Hormel product

37 Cry in pain
39 Biblical rider of a 

red horse
40 Development 

sites
43 Elements of a 

strategy
45 Move stealthily
47 Steve who 

co-founded 
YouTube

49 Power of classic 
films

50 Stand
51 Easy part of a 

sky in a jigsaw 
puzzle, maybe

52 __ Moore: canned 
stew brand

54 Oscar winner 
Witherspoon

57 “As if!”
59 Londoner’s pal
60 Brontë orphan
62 Darn
64 Certain sib

Albany 
Classifieds
SERVICE

 DIRECTORY
Home Repair/
Remodeling

   ENHANCED
REMODELING 
& DRYWALL

 Drywall Repair Services
 Popcorn Removal
 Level 5 Drywall Finish
 Water Damage Repair
 Texture Matching
 Tape & Float
 Moldy Drywall Repair
 Demolition

WE DO SMALL 
AND BIG JOBS!

229-364-2997
Hernandez

912-432-3016
Residential-Commercial-Renovations

Home Repair/
Remodeling

PAINTING 
AND HOME

REPAIR
Tile work, 

popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.

Just one call, 
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES

 229-349-5475
Landscaping/

Lawn Care
New Temple Praise

Lawn Care
Raymond Kennebrew

229-603-5899
raymondkennebrew19@gmail.com

Landscaping/
Lawn Care

THE GRASSCUTTER
Call or text 229-407-4832
and give the particulars

about your yard. I will text
you the prices. I am....

The Grasscutter.

MERCHANDISE

Garage Sale
Yardsale: 628 Winifred Road
Leesburg. May 15. & May 16.
7am-2pm. Craft & quilting
materials, golf clubs, furniture,
house hold goods.

Garage Sale

YARD SALE
Sat., May 16, 9am-3pm
3202 Old Dawson Rd.
Miscellaneous items,
ladies' bicycle, etc. 

Wanted to Buy
WANTED, working or not,
boats, lawn equipment,
motorcycles, cars, etc.
229-291-8643

JOBS

Full-Time
IRRIGATION TECH needed
for a small irrigation co.
Must have driver's license
and be willing to learn. Call
Tommy at 229-603-1373.


