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Carp,” carved from holly wood 
harvested from his backyard.

The opening reception drew 
a large crowd of artists, col-
lectors, family members and 
community supporters, with 
attendees filling the gallery 
as they viewed the works on 
display. Conversations spilled 
from one artwork to the next as 
visitors discussed techniques, 
shared personal connections 
to the pieces and celebrated 
the accomplishments of lo-
cal artists.

Beyond recognizing artistic 
achievement, the exhibition 
served as a gathering place 
for artists, collectors and com-
munity members from across 
southwest Georgia. During 
the reception, attendees re-
marked on the quality and 
diversity of the work on dis-
play, with one visitor noting 
the exhibition demonstrated 
“how much talent and cre-
ativity there is” throughout 
the region.

Willis said one of the most 
rewarding aspects of the an-
nual exhibition is seeing artists 
grow over time. She pointed 
to artists who have progressed 
from participating in group ex-
hibitions to earning solo shows 
at the Arts Council gallery. In 
a region not often associated 
with a vibrant art scene, the 
exhibition offers a different 
perspective, one focused on 
creativity, craftsmanship and 
community connection.

The 26th annual Southwest 
Georgia Regional Fine Art 
Exhibition and Sale will re-
main on display at the Alba-
ny Area Arts Council gallery. 
Images of the winning works, 
artist information and juror 
details are available through 
the Arts Council’s online ex-
hibition gallery.

ATLANTA  — Leadership 
Georgia has announced the re-
cipients of its 2026 statewide 
awards, honoring five distin-
guished Georgians whose lead-
ership, service and impact have 
strengthened communities and 
institutions across the state.

The 2026 honorees include 
business executives, nonprofit 
leaders, higher education advo-
cates and civic changemakers 
whose work reflects Leadership 
Georgia’s mission of building a 
stronger, more connected Geor-
gia through informed and col-
laborative leadership.

Among the five chosen is Vann 
Parrott, the chief operating of-
ficer of Big Top Manufacturing 
in Thomasville.

The other recipients are:
● William “Dink” NeSmith, 

co-owner of Community News-
papers Inc. of Cornelia;

● Jay Bailey, president and 
CEO of Russell Innovation Cen-
ter for Entrepreneurs in Atlanta;

● Kathryn Dennis, president 

of Community Foundation of 
Central Georgia in Macon;

● Jere Morehead, president 
of the University of Georgia in 
Athens.

“Each of these nominees rep-
resents the best of Leadership 

Georgia,” Camila Knowles, 
Leadership Georgia’s Board 
of Trustees chair, said. “Their 
influence extends far beyond 
their individual professions or 
communities. Through service, 

innovation, mentorship and a 
deep commitment to Georgia, 
they have created lasting impact 
across our state and inspired 
others to lead with purpose.”

The awards will be present-
ed during the 2026 Leadership 
Georgia Alumni Gala on Nov. 14.

Parrott is the recipient of the 
2026 Frederick B. Kerr Service 
Award, which recognizes ex-
traordinary service and dedi-
cation to Leadership Georgia. 
For more than 25 years, Parrott 
has served Leadership Georgia 
in numerous leadership roles, 
including program chair, trust-
ee and president. His influence 
has been especially impactful 
in southwest Georgia, where 
he has helped cultivate gener-
ations of engaged leaders and 
strengthen connections across 
communities throughout the 
region.

Known for his steady leader-
ship, institutional knowledge 
and unwavering willingness to 
serve, Parrott’s impact can be 
seen throughout the organiza-
tion and across the state.
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Instant shade at the 
touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time 
with family and friends. 

Up to 10-Year 
Limited Warranty. 

Call 1-877-740-0337 now to

ARTISTS
From 2A

can offer the best protection, 
he said.

Individuals can have differ-
ent results with products, so 
he suggested experimenting to 
find the one that works best.

While county workers are 
not allowed to spray along 
private roads or treat private 
property, Green said that he 
is available to consult with 
individuals who are having 
problems with mosquitoes. 

Mosquitoes can breed in 

a minute amount of water, 
even a bottle cap from a plas-
tic drink bottle, the manager 
said. One product that can 
help are mosquito dunks, 

which are available at home-
improvement stores.

Green also encouraged bee-
keepers and individuals who 
host hives on their property 
to let him know where hon-
ey bees are located. The lar-
vicide used can affect bees, 
and with the location of hives 
available the technicians can 
avoid spraying close to them.

“We need those honey bees,” 
Green said. “We need our 
pollinators.”

MOSQUITO
From 2A

Special Logo

Thomasville business leader among 
Leadership Georgia honorees

(MCC) Americans will 
celebrate the 250th anni-
versary of the United States 
in July 2026, and the word 
“semiquincentennial” may 
come up in conversation dur-
ing those celebrations. Some 
people may not be familiar 
with the term and what it 
means. A semiquincentennial 
is the 250th anniversary of 
something. It breaks down to 
“half” of a “quincentennial,” 
which is 500 years. Synonyms 
may include sestercentennial, 
bisequicentennial or quar-
termillennial. Each term re-
fers to a period of 250 years. 
It’s a rather large word for a 
simple meaning, but people 
are bound to hear more of it 
as 2026 goes on and Inde-
pendence Day is celebrated 
on July 4. 

DID YOU 
KNOW?

Special Photo
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ACROSS
1 Wig makeup
5 Food that might 

be served alla 
vodka

10 Diamond 
experts?

14 “KPop Demon 
Hunters” 
bandmate of Mira 
and Zoey

15 Fuel-carrying ship
16 Go past a simmer
17 Cocktail poured 

with a heavy hand
19 Teeny bit
20 Norway’s capital
21 Texting format, 

briefly
22 School 

composition
23 “As __ on TV”
25 Dessert that 

quivers
27 Chopping tool
29 Honest amount of 

reliable work
34 Young chap
35 Male cat
36 Some church 

donations
37 Frosty
38 Grasped
39 __ and yang
40 Hoppy beer 

letters
41 Like plagiarized 

text
43 Delt neighbor
44 La Brea __ Pits
45 Resilient person
48 Method: Abbr.
49 Sportscaster 

Musburger
50 “Another thing ... ”
52 Like steaks with a 

lot of marbling
55 Mermaid’s realm
57 Singular
59 Baghdad locale
60 Social media 

debut of a 
romantic 
relationship, or 
what 17-, 29-, 
and 45-Across 
have

63 iPhone virtual 
assistant

64 Skip, as a syllable
65 Passed-down 

tales
66 “Ciao!”
67 Breadmaking 

need
68 Like some 

Olympic races

DOWN
1 Time sheet figs.
2 Car
3 “So happy to be 

back together!”
4 Rummage 

(through)
5 “Love Is Blind” 

personal space
6 Broadcasts
7 Car-unlocking 

tool
8 Grew anxious
9 Torah holder

10 Assassin’s Creed 
game company

11 Sounds from 
cows

12 Pocket bread
13 Defeat, as a 

dragon
18 Enemies
22 Pixieish
24 Never
26 Wright of “Black 

Panther”
27 Red carpet celebs
28 Precision knife 

brand
30 “Thanks a __!”
31 “You asked for 

a fight, you’ll get 
one!”

32 Square up with
33 Former Russian 

rulers

38 Walt Disney 
Concert Hall 
designer Frank

39 Shaggy ox
42 Letters on some 

Pride merch
43 Traditional 

Mexican game of 
chance

46 At a reduced price
47 Jazz icon 

Fitzgerald
51 All __ Day: 

November 2

52 Black Power 
symbol

53 Song that might 
end on a high note

54 Like a cranberry, 
or a dessert that 
might contain 
cranberries

56 Does some math
58 Very light brown
60 “Wait just a 

minute!”
61 Permit
62 Dress edge

Albany 
Classifieds
SERVICE 

DIRECTORY
Home Repair/
Remodeling

   ENHANCED
REMODELING 
& DRYWALL

 Drywall Repair Services
 Popcorn Removal
 Level 5 Drywall Finish
 Water Damage Repair
 Texture Matching
 Tape & Float
 Moldy Drywall Repair
 Demolition

WE DO SMALL 
AND BIG JOBS!

229-364-2997
Hernandez

912-432-3016
Residential-Commercial-Renovations

PAINTING 
AND HOME

REPAIR
Tile work, 

popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.

Just one call, 
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES

 229-349-5475
Landscaping/

Lawn Care
New Temple Praise

Lawn Care
Raymond Kennebrew

229-603-5899
raymondkennebrew19@gmail.com

MERCHANDISE

Good Things to Eat
BLUEBERRIES U-Pick $10
We Pick $20 per gal. 2730
Leary Rd, Albany Mon-Sat
7am-7pm. May 30–July 4
FMI 229-869-1409 Barry

JOBS

Full-Time
Volunteers of America

Southeast
The Millennium Center –

Cuthbert, GA

Women’s Recovery &
Substance Use 

Services Director

Full-Time

Program Director needed
for managing the daily
operations of a substance
use treatment program in
Cuthbert, GA. Minimum
requirements include a
Bachelor’s Degree in a
related field and CAC Level
II (or Master’s + CAC Level
I), 5+ years working with
individuals with substance
use disorders and at least 1
year of supervisory
experience. For more
information and application
instructions, go to
www.voase.org/careers.
EOE/Drug Free Workplace/
E-Verify.

Albany Legals

Calhoun Co. Legals
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR
2026 BEER AND WINE LICENSE

Mer Soledad Galvan Valdovinos has
petitioned the City of Arlington,
Georgia for a license to sell beer and
wine at the following location. El
Supremo Grill 2, 17576 Highland
Ave. N., Arlington, GA 39813. 
Citizens wishing to give written or
oral comment should be present at
the Council meeting at the Jimmie C.
Harpe Community Center on 2nd
Tuesday of the month, June 9, 2026,
at 7:00 PM

Call 
229-888-9300

to subscribe
to the

Albany Herald.


