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The city of Albany is looking to bring a beer brewery to 
downtown Albany. One hindrance to finding an operator 
to step into the former Pretoria Fields Brewery location is 
the scale of the equipment in the Pine Avenue building, 
which is more suited to brewing quantities for widespread 
distribution than the small amount needed for a brew pub.

See SOLAR, 2A

Albany Commission eyes another
draft at downtown brewery

ALBANY – It’s back to the 
drawing board, again, as Al-
bany elected officials look to 
figure out what to do with the 
brewery and taproom they 
purchased last year.

The 120 Pine Ave. site that 
housed the Pretoria Fields 
Brewery has been vacant 
since the brewing operation 
and taproom were closed in 
November 2024. Now the 
Albany City Commission is 
looking for a new company 
to step in and take over the 
operation.

The commission approved 
purchasing the building and 
equipment, a sale that went 
through in late 2025. An ini-
tial hope of bringing another 
brewing company has fallen 
through, as the Socius Beer 
Collective has pulled out of 
expanding its operation into 
Albany.

“They decided they did not 
want to proceed,” City Man-
ager Terrell Jacobs said. “They 
have three other breweries, 
and that is a sizable under-
taking.”

Size is the operative word 
in Jacobs’ remarks: The Pre-
toria Fields Brewery was set 
up to make large batches of 
beer for distribution to re-
tailers, along with serving in 
the taproom. Those quanti-
ties are much greater than 
what would be needed to 
just supply the brew pub for 
customers in Albany.

Socius was the only brewer 
to respond to the city’s request 
for proposals to take over 
the brewing operation, and 
its departure leaves the city 
with no current candidates.

City commissioners have 
expressed a desire to return 
the portion of the building 
where the brewing equip-

By Alan Mauldin
alan.mauldin@albanyherald.com

Lee County 
agricultural 
land values 
could rise 
83% as new 
assessments 
near mailing

LEESBURG — Lee Coun-
ty property owners could see 
significant changes in assessed 
values this year as county of-
ficials move forward with a 
comprehensive revaluation 
of residential, commercial, 
industrial and agricultural 
properties.

During a work session Tues-
day, Terry McCormick of Mc-
Cormick Solutions provided the 
Lee County Board of Commis-
sioners with an update on the 
county’s 2026 tax digest and 
ongoing reappraisal efforts.

By Kathryn Crockett
kathryn@albanyherald.com
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ATC student earns 
bronze medal at National 

SkillsUSA competition

ALBANY - Albany Techni-
cal College student Eleanor 
Handwerk claimed a bronze 
medal at the recent SkillsUSA 
National Leadership & Skills 
Conference in Atlanta.

Handwerk earned a bronze 
medal in Welding Sculpture, 
placing among the top national 
competitors in her category.

Albany Tech also was rep-
resented by Nadia Qualls in 
Esthetics, Olivia Taylor as 
an Esthetics model, Tommy 
Stewart in Masonry, and Cha-
vares Porter in Extempora-
neous Speaking.

“Competing on the national 
stage is an incredible achieve-
ment, and we are extremely 
proud of the professional-
ism, dedication, and excel-
lence demonstrated by each 
of our students throughout 
the week,” Kenneth Williams, 
the student life and athletics 
director at ATC, said. “While 
Eleanor brought home a med-
al, each of our competitors 
represented Albany Tech-
nical College with superior 
skill, commitment, profes-
sionalism, integrity and Ti-
tan pride.”

Williams also recognized 
the faculty and staff advi-
sors who helped prepare and 
support the students during 
their SkillsUSA competition, 
noting that their mentorship, 
guidance and commitment to 
student success continue to 
make a lasting impact.

Across the Technical College 
System of Georgia, students 
earned 36 medals at the 2026 

SkillsUSA National Champi-
onships, including 17 gold, 6 
silver, and 13 bronze medals. 
Combined with Georgia’s 
secondary division competi-
tors, the state earned a total 
of 55 national medals, plac-
ing Georgia sixth nationally 
in overall medal count.

TCSG Commissioner Greg 
Dozier said Georgia’s Skill-
sUSA competitors continue 
to show the talent, determi-
nation, and technical exper-
tise that define the strength 
of Georgia’s workforce and 
reflect the instruction, part-
nerships and workforce-fo-
cused education taking place 
across the state’s 22 techni-
cal colleges.

SkillsUSA is a national part-
nership of students, teachers 
and industry representatives 
working together to ensure 
America has a skilled work-
force. The organization serves 
more than 400,000 members 
annually and is recognized as 
one of the nation’s premier 
career and technical student 
organizations.

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

ELEANOR HANDWERK

See BREWERY, 2A

PUBLIC OPPOSITION 
SINKS PROPOSED LEE 
COUNTY SOLAR FARM

LEESBURG — Following a public 
hearing that drew overwhelming op-
position from nearby residents, the 
Lee County Board of Commission-
ers voted Tuesday night to deny a re-
quest for a utility-scale solar facility 
proposed on approximately 123 acres 
off Fussell Road and Chase Hill Lane.

The proposal, submitted by Atlanta-
based Inman Solar on behalf of the 
Stovall family, would have allowed 
construction of a 15.75-megawatt 
solar energy system on roughly 69 
acres of the property. County plan-
ning staff and the Planning Commis-
sion had both recommended denial 
before the matter reached commis-
sioners for final consideration.

The motion to deny passed with 
support from Chairman Luke Single-
tary and Commissioners Chris Guar-
nieri, Billy Mathis and George Walls. 
Commissioner Dennis Roland cast 
the lone vote against the denial, ef-
fectively supporting the application.

The vote followed various public 
comments dominated by concerns 
over stormwater runoff, environ-
mental impacts, private road access, 
property rights and the long-term in-
dustrialization of an area many resi-
dents described as increasingly resi-
dential in character.

By Kathryn Crockett
kathryn@albanyherald.com

Staff Photo: Kathryn Crockett
Researchers collect soil and water samples near a Silicon Ranch solar installation 
in southwest Georgia as part of ongoing efforts to better understand stormwater 
runoff, erosion and environmental conditions associated with utility-scale solar 
developments. 
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The proposal became one of 
the most contentious land-use 
debates to come before coun-
ty officials this year, reflecting 
broader conversations taking 
place across rural Georgia as 
utility-scale solar developers 
seek sites for renewable en-
ergy projects.

According to a staff report 
prepared by the Lee Coun-
ty Planning Department, the 
project met several technical 
requirements of the county’s 
solar ordinance but raised con-
cerns related to wetlands, com-
patibility with surrounding 
land uses, potential nuisance 
impacts and access issues as-
sociated with Chase Hill Lane.

Planning officials noted the 
site contains approximately 
2.23 acres of isolated wetlands 
proposed for disturbance and 
identified concerns regarding 
impacts to mesic hardwood wet-
land areas containing some of 
the healthiest sections of for-
est on the property. Staff also 
noted that no property value 
analysis had been submitted 
and that no operational noise 
study was included in the ap-
plication materials.

The report further concluded 
that the project was not com-
patible with the established 
and developing character of 
the surrounding area, citing 
nearby homes, future resi-
dential growth associated with 
Palmyra Subdivision Section 
XII and the planned Albany-to-
Sasser multi-use trail corridor.

While residents raised a va-
riety of concerns, stormwater 

runoff emerged as the domi-
nant theme throughout the 
hearing.

Online public sentiment 
preceding the public hearing 
referenced ongoing drainage 
complaints surrounding Sili-
con Ranch’s existing solar de-
velopment in Lee County and 
questioned whether another 
large-scale installation should 
be approved before those is-
sues are fully resolved.

One neighboring Chase Hill 
Lane resident argued the pro-
posed development was incon-
sistent with the area’s current 
land-use pattern and expressed 
concern about the impact that 
a large concentration of so-
lar panels could have on local 
drainage systems.

“A hundred acres of solar 
panels is essentially the equiv-
alent of adding a large imper-
vious surface,” the resident 
said. “When you concentrate 
that much runoff, it has to go 
somewhere.”

The resident described the 
surrounding watershed as en-
vironmentally sensitive, not-
ing that a seasonal slough on 
the property drains into Fowl-
town Creek, which eventually 
feeds the Kinchafoonee Creek 
watershed.

“We have sinkholes through-
out this area,” he said. “When 
we get heavy rains, water comes 
up out of the ground. The wa-
ter here is crystal clear, and 
any development in this area 
has the potential to impact 
that system.”

The citizen’s concerns mirror 
findings from a growing body 
of research examining storm-
water behavior at utility-scale 
solar facilities.

Studies have found that large 

solar arrays can alter natural 
hydrology because smooth pan-
el surfaces concentrate rainfall 
and accelerate its movement 
toward the ground. Research-
ers have documented instances 
where this concentrated run-
off contributes to erosion and 
increased stormwater flows if 
not adequately managed.

A preliminary 2025 study by 
researchers at Virginia Tech 
found that catchments with-
in utility-scale solar develop-
ments can produce rapid and, 
in some cases, substantially 
greater runoff volumes dur-
ing storm events than com-
parable undeveloped land. A 
2023 study published in the 
journal Hydrological Processes 
found solar installations could 
increase peak runoff discharge 
rates compared with natural 
reference hillslopes while sig-
nificantly reducing the time 
required for stormwater to 
begin flowing across a site. 
Earlier erosion studies iden-
tified concentrated discharge 
at panel drip lines as capable 
of causing soil detachment, 
transport and rill erosion.

Supporters of utility-scale 
solar projects frequently note 
that modern stormwater man-
agement practices, vegetative 
ground cover requirements 
and engineered drainage con-
trols are specifically designed 
to address those concerns. In-
man Solar representatives re-
peatedly emphasized that the 
proposed project would com-
ply with state and local storm-
water regulations and include 
erosion-control measures.

Road access was another 
major issue raised during the 
hearing.

Residents noted that Chase 

Hill Lane is a privately main-
tained road serving nearby 
property owners and ques-
tioned how construction traf-
fic would affect the roadway.

“I can’t get to my house with-
out using Chase Hill Lane,” one 
resident said. “The residents 
maintain that road. We trim 
the trees, pick up litter, grade 
the road and installed the gate 
ourselves.”

According to residents, the 
road was offered to Lee County 
for acceptance into the county 
road system approximately 20 
years ago but was declined.

Several speakers expressed 
concern that heavy equipment 
associated with construction 
could damage the roadway 
and create long-term main-
tenance challenges for nearby 
property owners.

Josh White, who lives on 
Chase Hill Lane, said his pri-
mary concerns involved both 
runoff and road usage.

“How often is that road go-
ing to be used? How long is 
construction actually going to 
take? How long are they going 
to be bringing large equipment 
through there?” White asked.

Representatives from the 
Stovall family, which owns 
the land, urged commission-
ers to consider the project as 
an alternative to residential 
development.

Brad Stovall argued the facil-
ity would have minimal impact 
on county services while gen-
erating new tax revenue and 
preserving more open space 
than a subdivision.

He said the project would 
include a 150-foot vegetative 
buffer and would not increase 
utility costs for county residents.

Vann Stovall, the family 

matriarch who said she is 85 
years old and has owned the 
property for approximately 
20 years, told commissioners 
that revenue from the solar 
lease would help offset rising 
expenses during retirement.

“If the property were sold 
for residential development, 
the traffic, the clear-cutting 
and the population growth 
would change the area con-
siderably,” she said. “I believe 
using the land for a solar farm 
is the best option for preserv-
ing it into the future.”

Nick Stein, representing In-
man Solar, said the company has 
spent nearly two decades devel-
oping solar projects throughout 
Georgia and emphasized the 
project’s economic benefits.

Stein estimated the facility 
would generate approximate-
ly $700,000 in tax revenue 
during its first five years and 
roughly $2 million over its op-
erational lifespan.

He also said the company 
would pay for water testing 
for nearby well owners before 
and after construction, contrib-
ute approximately $200,000 
toward road improvements 
and establish a $30,000 road 
maintenance fund.

The company further pledged 
to maintain a decommission-
ing bond required under state 
law to ensure the site could be 
restored at the end of the proj-
ect’s useful life.

The debate also renewed 
scrutiny surrounding Com-
missioner Dennis Roland’s 
support for solar development.

During the hearing, Roland 
acknowledged that his fam-
ily previously sold land for a 
solar project and said he had 
“fought this battle before.” He 

argued that while solar facili-
ties may not be everyone’s pre-
ferred land use, private prop-
erty owners should retain the 
right to determine how their 
land is used.

His comments drew atten-
tion because the former Roland 
family land is now occupied by 
portions of the Silicon Ranch 
solar development.

Some residents have publicly 
questioned whether Roland’s 
previous involvement with so-
lar-related land transactions 
creates a conflict of interest 
when voting on similar proj-
ects. Others argue that his ex-
perience provides perspective 
on private property rights and 
agricultural land-use decisions.

The denial means the con-
ditional-use request will not 
move forward unless the ap-
plicant pursues future action 
through the county’s zoning 
process.

The outcome highlights the 
increasingly difficult balancing 
act facing local governments 
across Georgia. Utility-scale 
solar projects often promise 
tax revenue, private-property 
income and renewable-energy 
generation, but they frequent-
ly encounter resistance from 
residents concerned about 
environmental impacts, infra-
structure strain and the pres-
ervation of rural character.

In Lee County, those concerns 
ultimately proved decisive.

Despite promises of economic 
benefits and stormwater safe-
guards, commissioners sided 
with residents and planning 
officials who argued the pro-
posed site was not an appropri-
ate location for a utility-scale 
solar facility.

SOLAR
From 1A

McCormick said his firm is 
currently reviewing increase-
and-decrease lists for all prop-
erty classes and making adjust-
ments in accordance with the 

Georgia Department of Rev-
enue’s Appraisal Procedures 
Manual.

“We’re in the process of doing 
the edits following the guide-
lines for each area in the state’s 
appraisal procedures manual,” 
McCormick told commissioners.

The review comes as Lee 
County continues to recover 
from a tax digest error dis-
covered earlier this year that 
resulted in approximately $1.5 
million in excess ad valorem 
taxes being collected. County 
officials have since approved 
corrected PT-32 forms, low-
ered millage rates and begun 
issuing refund checks to af-
fected taxpayers.

While discussing the current 
revaluation process, McCor-
mick noted that commercial 
and agricultural property as-
sessments present unique chal-
lenges because of the limited 
number of recent sales avail-
able for comparison.

“There are limited samples 
to draw from,” McCormick 
said, noting the county had 
approximately 10 commer-
cial sales and 12 agricultural 
sales available for analysis, 
leading them to take the pre-
vious three years of sales re-
cords into account. 

Despite the limited data, pre-
liminary figures indicate sub-
stantial increases in assessed 
values across several property 

LAND
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ment still sits unused to use 
for beer-making.

“First off, for downtown 
and the hotels coming to 
fruition, we need a brew-
ery,” Commissioner Wil-
lie Weaver told an Albany 
Herald reporter during a 
Wednesday telephone in-
terview.

The commissioner was re-
ferring to the opening earlier 
this year of the renovated St. 
Nicholas Hotel and plans to 
bring a hotel to the former 
Water, Gas & Light and for-
mer Davis Brothers Depart-
ment Store/Albany Herald 
buildings.

“The first option is a solid 
proposal that can use the 
brewery and other space,” 
Weaver said. “The second 
option is (having a separate) 
brewery and other things. 
That’s a lot of space. The No. 
2 option is to have a brew-
ery and something else. The 
brewery is the first priority.”

Downtown Albany needs 
something that brings peo-
ple to the area, and that is 
something that a brewery op-
eration and taproom would 
be able to provide, Commis-
sioner Diana Brown said. 

When in operation, Preto-

ria Fields hosted events like 
trivia and Bingo nights, held 
community market events 
and provided a watering 
hole in the evenings. With 
the closing of the brewery, 
that evening crowd is no 
longer present.

“You’ve got to have foot 
traffic,” Brown said. “We’ve 
got to be strategic about what 
we do downtown. Where’s 
the events? Where’s the peo-
ple? I’m going to push for a 
brewery.”

Next for the city is seeking 
other potential operators for 
the brewery in a new request 
for proposals. 

The last time the city ad-
vertised for interested parties 
it did not own the building, 
Mayor Bo Dorough said. That 
may have made potentially 
interested parties hesitate 
before trying to deal with 
the city on operating a fa-
cility the city did not even 
own, he said.

“There might be somebody 
else in the Southeast that 
needs to increase production 
and they would operate the 
brewery pub secondarily,” 
the mayor said. “I suggest-
ed in the past that we get 
somebody in the industry 
to help us draft a proposal.”

Like Brown and Weaver, 
Dorough said his support is 
for bringing a beer-brewing 
operation back to the site.

BREWERY
From 1A

ANTHONY JONES RE-ELECTED TO 
DOUGHERTY COUNTY COMMISSION DISTRICT 6

WITH OVERWHELMING VICTORY
ALBANY, GA — Dougherty County District 6 Commissioner Anthony 
Jones won re-election in the May 19, 2026, Democratic Primary in com-
manding fashion, receiving 1,342 votes, or 80.6% of the vote, defeating 
challenger Willie Martin, who received 322 votes (19.4%).

Jones’ victory margin of 61.2 percentage points is believed to be one of 
the largest — and possibly the largest — margin of victory in a contested Dougherty County Commis-
sion primary race in modern county history based on publicly available election records.

“I am humbled and deeply grateful for the overwhelming support from the citizens of District 6,” said 
Jones. “This victory was not just about me — it was about the people of our community believing in 
steady leadership, accessibility, accountability, and continuing progress for Dougherty County.”

Jones thanked supporters, volunteers, family members, church leaders, neighborhood residents, senior 
citizens, business owners, and voters throughout District 6 for their encouragement and support during 
the campaign.

“Now the campaign is over, and the work continues,” Jones said. “I remain committed to serving 
every citizen of District 6 and all of Dougherty County with integrity, transparency, and dedication.”

Official election results from the Georgia Secretary of State show:  •  Anthony Jones — 1,342 votes 
(80.6%)  •  Willie Martin — 322 votes (19.4%)
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“She got her looks from her father. 
He’s a plastic surgeon.”

Groucho Marx, 
comedian/actor (1890-1977)

This newspaper is committed to publish-
ing fair and accurate information. Errors 
should be brought to the attention of 
Editor Carlton Fletcher at (229) 888-9300. 
Corrections or clarifications will appear 
in this space.
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customer service representative 
will assist you. (All papers are by 
mail only and delivered by U.S. 
Postal Service.)
POSTAL SERVICE COMPLAINTS: 
If you are dissatisfied with delivery, 
ask your postmaster for a Con-
sumer Service Card and record 

your complaint. If this does not 
bring improvement, contact us at 
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TTY: 711., or write your complaint 
to USPS’s Consumer Advocate 
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Weather Forecast

The situation at Ashley 
Riverside is sad but expect-
ed. City commissioners 
refuse to admit that Code 
Enforcement simply hasn’t 
done their job in months. 
The government center 
needs an audit badly. They 
also fail to acknowledge that 
evil 501(c)3 organizations, 
many church-based, lurk in 
our community to provide 
dirty housing to take ad-
vantage of low-income peo-
ple. The saddest part is that 
many commissioners con-
stantly rant for more of these 
housing scams. 

Trump heard “mostly 
cheers” during his ill-ad-
vised visit to the NFL play-
offs at Madison Square 
Garden, where he slept part 
of the time and was record-
ed gorging himself on fatty 
foods? This man is so out of 
it, I guess it’s Satan or some 
other power keeping him 
alive.

Trump is Charlie Brown 
and Iran is Lucy. Every time 
Trump tries to kick the ball, 
Iran takes it away.

I’m glad citizens com-
plained about the Bob White 
Coffee building that has 
been sitting on the lot at 
the mall for a long time. But 
some of the folks wondered 
why Code Enforcement has 
not done anything about it. I 
would bet one reason is one 
of the Code Enforcement 
county trucks sits over on 
Covey Road all during the 
day, and has for two or three 
years. I don’t know when 
that person works, if they do 
at all.

You’re right, Squawker. 
We’ll probably have to build 
a new exit and create several 
more lanes of traffic to ac-
count for the crowds of peo-
ple who will be rushing here 
(if it ever is finished) to see 
Lorenzo and King’s folly, the 
“virtual civil rights tour.”

Four organizations found-
ed in 1913: Federal Reserve, 
FBI, IRS, Anti-defamation 
League. WWI started a year 
later. Not a coincidence.

The buzzwords of our 
community in almost every 
sentence some politician or 
nonprofit leader or a preach-
er says every time they open 
their mouths: food inse-
curity, affordable housing, 
high-paying, better jobs and 
the always available “giving 
back to the community.” 
Dang, man, find something 
else to talk about.

What an amazing story by 
Kathryn Crockett about Dr. 
Clay. She rightfully says Dr. 
Clay was primarily responsi-
ble for turning the Lee Coun-
ty School System into one 
of the state’s best, and thus 
starting the growth that has 
made the county one of the 
fastest-growing in the state.

Carlton tried not to upset 
folks this week, but there 
were just too many other op-
tions.

Squawker who thinks 
Luke Bryan’s and Cole Swin-
dell’s music comes even re-
motely close to the music 
of greats like George Jones, 
Johnny Cash, Willie Nel-
son, etc.: Are you out of your 
freakin’ mind?

I’m tired of people putting 
down the greatest president 
that has ever served our 
country. He is working hard 
to make this country great, 
and all he hears is negative 
comments. It’s time we all 
got behind this great man 
and supported him, not crit-
icize him.

squawkbox@albanyherald.com

ARIES (March 21-April 
19): Stars are now back in 
sunshine for the next couple 
of weeks and headed for the 
stratosphere, bringing the 
second highest-scoring day 
for 2026 later in June. It’s 
time to get something per-
sonal or professional ready 
for launch.

TAURUS (April 20-May 
20): Some financial healing 
could be on its way in the next 
week or so. High emotions 
could subside, leaving you 
with energy to take hold of 
your life and move and shape 
things into a better configura-
tion.

GEMINI (May 21-June 
20): Some short-term inner 
disruption should have sub-
sided, but you could be left 
feeling tired but wired in its 
wake. Balance activity and 
rest to get yourself back to 
center. Conformity doesn’t 
guarantee acceptance.

CANCER (June 21-July 
22): If there’s some let-down 
after major activity or emo-
tional exhaustion after 
drama, give your nervous sys-
tem time to regulate and 
restore itself. Self-work is the 
strongest power move of all, 
and costs only time and disci-
pline.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): 
Your inner child may have 
dreamt of being the hero. You 
can still be a hero to your 
community, set ambitions 
that uplift others too. So 
much of people’s emptiness is 
lack of purpose, not lack of 
pleasure.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22): Your career could wake 
up and stretch with an infu-
sion of new energy. You could 
be ready for a fresh start or 
new side gig to put your ener-
gies into the world in a more 
personally-aligned way.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
22): Your platform in the 
world matters, even if you’re 
not a social influencer. What 
you teach ripples out, how 
you conduct yourself serves 
as an example — good or bad. 
Be the change you want to see 
in the broader world.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 
21): All eyes might be on a 
shared situation. If there’s a 
non-starter, no-win vibe, 
don’t try to push through, 

wait a few hours. Things 
could soon get back on track 
toward resolution as emo-
tions settle.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21): Things could 
feel pessimistic or disrupted 
for a few hours in a relation-
ship, then things should right 
themselves. Finances within 
a partnership could be a 
focus. Let neutrality and logic 
lead.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- 
Jan. 19): Daily routines and 
tasks might take on more 
than normal importance 
now. A bottleneck could be 
briefly frustrating but once 
the situation moves you 
might learn something that 
changes the game

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20- 
Feb. 18): Weathering storms 
and working your way past or 
through obstacles builds huge 
confidence, once you’re home 
free, you can soar with unfet-
tered joy — a greater joy than 
if no dues had been paid.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20): A cooler head can craft 
a more effective communica-
tion strategy, wait until emo-
tions quiet. Putting energy 
into your home space instead 
of chasing the world can build 
you a truly solid foundation.

IF TODAY IS YOUR 
BIRTHDAY: Your birthday 
month is a time to see with 
clear eyes and communicate 
with clear words, your mind 
could be working quickly and 
cleanly now. July could bring 
dreams to your doorstep. 
First, your path forward could 
get smoother and also more 
visible further into the future. 
Second is big protection and 
gentle meeting of your needs. 
Third is cash. Creativity, 
grace, and charm, too, but 
also cash. There could be a 
swing away from peace and 
moderation and toward 
extremes of any kind before 
month-end. Try to keep 
things in the center. In 
August, withstand a tempta-
tion to show how much fool-
ishness you are capable of. 
Under this influence, it could 
be a lot. Instead, don’t blow 
up your life, you’ll be glad you 
didn’t. A happy surprise could 
land near the end of the 
month.

TODAY IN
HISTORY

1774 - The first of Britain’s 
North American colonies to 
ban the importation of slaves 
is Rhode Island

1777 - During the Ameri-
can Revolutionary War, the 
Marquis de Lafayette lands 
near Charleston, South Caro-
lina to help the Continental 
Congress train its army

1881 - The USS Jeannette 
is crushed in an ice pack in 
the Arctic Ocean 

1886 - Much of Vancou-
ver, British Columbia is 
destroyed by fire

1966 - The U.S. Supreme 

Court rules in Miranda vs. 
Arizona that the police must 
inform suspects of their 
rights first before they ques-
tion them

1997 - Timothy McVeigh is 
sentenced to death by a jury 
for his part in the 1995 Okla-
homa City bombing

2002 - The U.S. withdraws 
from the Anti-Ballistic Mis-
sile Treaty

2018 - The U.S. EPA 
Department fines Volkswa-
gen one billion euros due to 
violations of the Clean Air 
Act

CALENDAR OF OBSERVANCES
•	 Family Health and Fitness 

Day
•	 International Albinism 

Awareness Day 
•	 International Young 

Eagles Day
•	 Kitchen Klutzes of 

America Day 
•	 Missing Mutts Awareness 

Day
•	 National Marina Day

•	 National Rose (Wine) Day
•	 Sewing Machine Day 
•	 Weed Your Garden Day 
•	 World Bike Naked Day
•	 World Doll Day
•	 World Gin Day
•	 World Juggling Day 
•	 World Softball Day 
•	 Worldwide Knit (and 

Crochet) in Public Day

Simple Saturday columns fo-
cus on basic technique and logi-
cal thinking.

“I know you’re no fan of finess-

es,” a club player said 
to me. I admitted that 
such was the case.

“Well, what’s worse,” 
she said, “is having two 
possible finesses to try and know-
ing I’ll pick the wrong one.”

In today’s deal, South bashes 
into six spades. West leads the 
nine of clubs, and South wins 
and draws trumps. He has 11 
tricks and can win one more if 
East has either the ace of hearts 
(declarer can lead to his king) 
or the king of diamonds (South 
can finesse with the queen). 
How should he play?
CLUB TRICKS

When you have more than one 
chance for your contract, first try 
the one that won’t guarantee de-
feat if it fails. South should cash 
his club tricks, pitching a heart 

from dummy, then lead a 
trump to dummy and lead 
a heart to his king.

When West takes the ace, 
South still has a chance: 
He can ruff the heart re-

turn in dummy and try a 
diamond to his queen.

Two finesses are bet-
ter than one.

DAILY QUESTION
You hold: S 5 H Q 10 8 6 2 D 

K 10 9 6 3 C 6 5. Neither side 
vulnerable. Your partner deals 
and opens one heart. The next 
player passes. What do you say?

ANSWER: Bidding has two 
goals: Find a good contract and 
stop the opponents from find-
ing one. Bid four hearts. You 
show a shapely hand with great 
heart support but little high-card 
strength. If all pass, partner may 
or may not make the contract, 
but you will have kept the op-
ponents out.

South dealer
N-S vulnerable

Daily Bridge Club

Simple Saturday

Daily Bridge Club
Saturday, June 13, 2026

Simple Saturday columns focus on 
basic technique and logical thinking.

“I know you’re no fan of finesses,” 
a club player said to me. I admitted 
that such was the case.

“Well, what’s worse,” she said, 
“is having two possible finesses to 
try and knowing I’ll pick the wrong 
one.”

In today’s deal, South bashes into 
six spades. West leads the nine of 
clubs, and South wins and draws 
trumps. He has 11 tricks and can win 
one more if East has either the ace of 
hearts (declarer can lead to his king) 
or the king of diamonds (South can 
finesse with the queen). How should 
he play?

                        
CLUB TRICKS

     
When you have more than one 

chance for your contract, first try 
the one that won’t guarantee defeat 
if it fails. South should cash his club 
tricks, pitching a heart from dummy, 
then lead a trump to dummy and lead 
a heart to his king.

When West takes the ace, South 
still has a chance: He can ruff the 
heart return in dummy and try a 
diamond to his queen.

Two finesses are better than one.
                       

DAILY QUESTIONDAILY QUESTION
     
You hold:  ♠ ♠ 5   ♥ ♥ Q 10 8 6 2    

♦ ♦ K 10 9 6 3   ♣ ♣ 6 5. Neither side 

vulnerable. Your partner deals and 
opens one heart. The next player 
passes. What do you say?

ANSWER: Bidding has two goals: 
Find a good contract and stop the 
opponents from finding one. Bid four 
hearts. You show a shapely hand with 
great heart support but little high-card 
strength. If all pass, partner may or 
may not make the contract, but you 
will have kept the opponents out.

South dealer
N-S vulnerable

 NORTH
 ♠ K 10 9 8 4 3
 ♥ ♥ 9 3
 ♦ ♦ J 8
 ♣ A J 10

WEST EAST
♠ 7 ♠ 5
♥ ♥ A J 5 4 ♥ ♥ Q 10 8 6 2
♦ ♦ 7 5 4 2 ♦ ♦ K 10 9 6 3
♣ 9 8 7 3 ♣ 6 5

 SOUTH
 ♠ A Q J 6 2
 ♥ ♥ K 7
 ♦ ♦ A Q
 ♣ K Q 4 2

South West North East
1 ♠ Pass 3 ♠ Pass
6 ♠ All Pass

     
Opening lead – ♣ 9

©2026 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

Simple Saturday
By FRANK STEWART
Tribune Content Agency

By Frank Stewart
Tribune Content Agency

Frank Stewart

Dear Eric: I have been wid-
owed for almost three years 
now. About a year ago, I be-
gan dating a guy significantly 
younger than me. Prior to our 
romantic involvement, we were 
close platonic friends for more 
than a decade, and he was in 
fact a close friend of my late 
husband.

We communicated well and 
thoroughly discussed the effects 
that dating may have on our 
close relationship if it doesn’t 
work out. So, this is not a “Boy 
Toy” phase or situation.

He has always looked and 
acted much older than he is 
and I look younger than my 
age. So, taking all that into 
consideration, my new guy 
has no problem with our age 
gap and tries to assure me that 
we do not even appear to have 
an age gap.

However, I live in a very small 
rural area where everyone knows 
each other and are constantly 
in each other’s business. Up 
until now, we usually went on 
dates out of town, but this year 
I would like to stop hiding the 
fact that we are a couple.

Since most people around 
here know my age and have 
never really seen me with any-
one other than my late hus-
band, I know that nosy ques-
tions will be asked. I would 
like to be able to respond in a 
way that lets them know that 
it’s really none of their busi-
ness, but I also feel like just 
because they are rude, doesn’t 
necessarily mean I have to re-
spond rudely.

What can I say that gently 
informs them that their ques-
tion is out of line, and I feel it 
is unnecessary for them to be 
calculating the age gap between 
us. I have no desire to listen to 

anyone’s opinions on age gap 
relationships, and I don’t have 
any reason to try to justify our 
relationship to people it does 
not affect. Can you give me a 
clever response to being asked 
“How old is he?”

– Not Your Stereotypical 
Cougar

Dear Not Your Stereo-
typical Cougar: “He’s old 
enough to make his own de-
cisions.” You can try that or 
you can say, “if you want to 
know how old he is, you should 
ask him. If you have another 
question, you should ask that 
directly.”

Now, these might be a little 
more arch than you’re looking 
for. However, it seems from 
your letter that these conver-
sations have already started in 
your mind. You may be training 
for a fight that doesn’t come.

So, part of the solution may 
be deciding for yourself that 
whatever is going on in other 
people’s mind is their business 
and not your concern.

This is often easier said than 
done – no one wants to be gos-
siped about. But you rob your-
self of the joy of your relation-
ship by giving up too much 
mental space to other people’s 
questions, especially questions 
that haven’t been asked yet. 
We can’t control what other 
people think and there’s free-
dom in deciding to stop trying. 
I wish you happiness.

Dear Eric: My parents own 
many properties which were 
put into three trusts for me, 
my sister and my brother when 
they pass away. They are ap-
proaching their 80s and still 
manage these properties by 
themselves with some help 
from my brother.

My question to them is, can 

they start teaching us how to 
manage these properties and 
how to keep the books, so when 
they pass, we are not stuck 
trying to figure all this out on 
our own?

Every time I bring this up, 
they get very vague and basi-
cally skirt around the subject 
saying they are not retiring any 
time soon so there’s nothing 
for us children to do right now.

Do I just hope things will 
work out when they pass or 
do I need to be more proactive 
and keep trying to get answers 
from them now?

– Tired of Being Kept in 
the Dark

Dear Tired: Try to be pro-
active, to ease your nerves and 
to, ideally, share the workload. 
It will be helpful, however, to 
place less emphasis on need-
ing this information to prepare 
for their passing.

They have valuable knowl-
edge from years of lived ex-
perience and effort. And you 
both have a unique and pre-
cious opportunity to spend 
time together as they share 
that knowledge with you. Fo-
cus on that. Inheritance is not 
just about money and property; 
it’s also about legacy.

They may resist being asked 
to teach if they feel it’s solely 
because one day you’ll replace 
them. This is understandable. 
No one wants to think about 
being replaced; no one wants 
to feel irrelevant in their own 
lives.

Remember and remind them 
that having them here is the gift, 
that it’s something you value 
more than the trust, and that 
their presence isn’t something 
you want to take for granted.

Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 
19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.

Advice Columnist

By Eric Thomas
Tribune Content Agency

Eric Thomas

Relationship between younger man 
and older woman tempts gossips
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Russell Crutchfield

‘She Me Her and Him’ will bring story of life challenges to Leesburg stage

LEESBURG – Lee County 
writer Bridgett Mack is bring-
ing her play “She Me Her and 
Him” to the Lee County High 
School Theater on Aug. 1, with 
the performance coming along 
with bookbags and teacher’s bags 
containing school supplies for 
the new school year as it gets 
set to kick off.

The play will be presented at 
5 p.m., with doors opening at 
4:15 p.m. Tickets are available 
for $25 each at https://bmack-
writes.com/.

The play focuses on the lives 
of three friends, Camille, Ebo-

ny and Tonya, and also brings 
Camille’s husband, Chris, and 
Ebony’s husband, Quinton, into 
the mix.

“They are all facing their own 
personal challenges that will 
put their lives, friendships and 
families to the test,” Mack said. 
“All three are facing their own 
personal trials and tribulations.”

A founder and leader at Real 
Faith Church in Leesburg with 
husband and pastor Travis Mack 
Sr., the writer, known online by 
her company name BMackWrites, 
said that she thinks her play will 
give the audience some insights 
into how to deal with conflict. 

“I wanted to give the audience 

a bird’s-eye view of a way to face 
the challenges of life,” she said. 

The play is suitable for chil-
dren, said Mack, who has written 
more than 30 plays. Her previ-
ous works include the books “I 
Quit,” a testimonial about her 
comeback from bankruptcy, the 
sudden death of her sister and 
being kicked out of her church. 
She released her second book, 
“Breaking Point,” in 2020.

“It’s appropriate for children 
because it teaches them how to 
deal with conflict,” Mack said. 
“I’m also giving a voice to the 
men in the play. A lot of times, 
you don’t get that.”

Children also will be included 

in the giveaway of bookbags and 
school supplies Teacher’s bags 
and personal care bags for girls 
also will be distributed.

Proceeds from the production 
will go toward re-launching Lady 
in Wait, a training program for 
women that Mack previously 
operated.

“I’ll be doing this alongside my 
church family,” she said. “They 
are also helping to support this 
play.”

The audience also will be treat-
ed to a pre-show comedic skit 
featuring some of the charac-
ters from Mack’s “Elders” skits.

“I’m known online for my ‘El-
ders’ videos,” she said.

By Alan Mauldin
alan.mauldin@albanyherald.com  

Special Photo  
Lee County writer Bridgett Mack is bringing 
her play “She Me Her and Him” to the Lee 
County High School Theater on Aug. 1.

ATLANTA — Thousands 
of students at Georgia’s public 
colleges will have new lead-
ership when they return this 
fall after the University Sys-
tem of Georgia named new 
campus leaders.

On Monday, the system 
named three new presidents: 
Greg Tanner at South Georgia 
State College, Russell Crutch-
field at Gordon State Col-
lege and Kerry J. Palmer at 
Georgia Southwestern State 
University.

Tanner is not entirely new 
to the role; he has served as 
interim president at South 
Georgia State since Febru-
ary 2023.

Chancellor Sonny Perdue 
said Tanner “hasn’t missed a 
beat over the past three years” 
there, helping to increase en-
rollment as the campus recov-
ered from Hurricane Helene.

Crutchfield moves from Gov. 

Kerry Palmer named 
president of Georgia 

Southwestern State University
Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

Kerry Palmer

AMERICUS – The Board 
of Regents of the University 
System of Georgia has named 
Kerry Palmer president of 
Georgia Southwestern State 
University, effective Aug. 1.

Palmer, a seasoned leader 
with almost 30 years of ex-
perience across higher edu-
cation, independent school 
leadership and K-12 educa-
tion, currently serves as the 
senior vice chancellor for aca-
demic affairs and provost at 
Troy University in Alabama.

Palmer’s selection follows 
a May 22 announcement by 
GSW President Michelle John-
ston that she has accepted a 
new role as president of the 
University of Montevallo in 
Alabama. Johnston’s last day 
will be June 30, and GSW 
will be led in the interim by 
Provost Rachel Abbott un-
til Palmer begins his tenure.

“I want to thank Dr. Michelle 
Johnston for her leadership 
and dedication to GSW’s stu-
dents, faculty and staff, and 
we wish her the best,” USG 
Chancellor Sonny Perdue 
said. “As we look to the fu-
ture, Kerry Palmer is a re-
sults-driven leader who un-
derstands the role regional 
universities play in the com-
munity and the workforce. 
At Troy University, he fo-
cused on the fundamentals 
by aligning programs with 
workforce demands, secur-
ing critical funding and driv-
ing institutional growth. The 
board and I are confident his 
energy and strategic vision 
will serve GSW well.”

In his role as Troy’s chief 
academic officer, Palmer over-
sees an $80 million budget 
and five academic colleges 
for a regional comprehensive 
institution serving 13,000 
students. He brings a proven 
track record of institutional 
advancement, strategic plan-
ning and cultivating regional 
partnerships to his new lead-
ership role at GSW, USG of-
ficials said.

“Stepping into the presiden-
cy at Georgia Southwestern 
State University is an incred-
ible honor, and I’m thrilled 
to join the Hurricane family,” 
Palmer said. “Higher edu-
cation can no longer rely on 
business as usual, and that 
is exactly what makes GSW 
a true destination. It’s a uni-
versity that is proving how to 
be nimble, creative and deeply 
relevant to the students and 
communities it serves.

“I’m eager to build on Dr. 
Johnston’s work and bring a 
renewed focus on academic 
innovation, student reten-
tion and workforce success 
to Americus. Together with 
the campus community, we’ll 
strengthen GSW’s position as 
the primary economic and 

cultural engine for south-
western Georgia.”

Since June 2023, Palmer has 
served as senior vice chancel-
lor for academic affairs and 
provost at Troy University, 
where he functions as the 
chief academic officer and 
the chancellor’s representa-
tive to the Board of Trustees’ 
Academic Affairs Committee.

During his tenure as provost, 
Palmer successfully guided 
Troy’s reclassification as a 
doctoral institution and es-
tablished the university’s first 
engineering program, securing 
$1.2 million in start-up fund-
ing and an annual $700,000 
state appropriation. He also 
spearheaded the creation of 
the College of Science and 
Engineering to align STEM 
initiatives with regional work-
force needs, helped launch 
a doctorate of chiropractic 
medicine program and es-
tablished the Honors Global 
Scholars program.

Before his current role, Palm-
er served as dean of Troy’s 
College of Education from 
2020 to 2023, managing a 
$20 million annual portfolio 
of grants and contracts, ex-
panding specialized program 
accreditations, and generat-
ing more than $1.9 million in 
private philanthropic gifts 
and pledges. He also served 
as the college’s associate dean 
from 2019 to 2020.

Before entering public higher 
education leadership, Palmer 
spent six years as the head of 
school at Trinity Presbyterian 
School in Montgomery, Ala., 
from 2013 to 2019. There, 
he established the school’s 
first institutional advance-
ment office, increased annual 
giving by 233% in two years 
and increased average ACT 
scores from 21 to 26 while 
maintaining 100% college 
placement and 98% college 
retention rates.

His early administrative 
experience includes serv-
ing as the founding middle 
school principal at Trinity 
Presbyterian School and as 
a middle school vice princi-
pal and director of bands at 
Montgomery Catholic Pre-
paratory School. He began 
his career in education as a 
high school and junior high 
school band director, teach-
ing across multiple schools in 
Alabama and Georgia from 
1995 to 2004.

Palmer holds a Bachelor of 
Music Education degree from 
Troy University, a Master of 
Education degree in Educa-
tional Leadership from Auburn 
University at Montgomery and 
a Doctor of Philosophy degree 
in Adult Education from Au-
burn University, where his 
dissertation focused on the 
persistence of college soph-
omores.

Distinguished by its close-
knit campus community, 

GSW is frequently ranked 
among Georgia’s most af-
fordable public universities 
and fields 10 intercollegiate 
sports teams competing in 
the NCAA Division II Peach 
Belt Conference. As a vital 
economic and cultural en-
gine for southwestern Geor-
gia, the university generates 
an annual economic impact 
of $115.4 million. It actively 
partners with regional busi-
ness, health care and educa-
tional leaders to build highly 
skilled talent pipelines that 
drive long-term regional 
prosperity.

Georgia’s university system announces
three new campus presidents

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

Brian Kemp’s office, where 
he has been chief operating 
officer, to lead Gordon State 
effective Aug. 1.

Perdue praised Crutchfield’s 
roots in the university system 
and his work for Kemp, say-
ing Crutchfield knows how to 
develop a skilled workforce 
for Georgia’s economy.

Crutchfield has been with 
Kemp since January 2024. 
Previously he served in exec-
utive leadership at the Uni-

versity of West Georgia as 
chief of staff and associate 
vice president. He also held 
leadership roles at several 
state agencies.

Palmer succeeds President 
Michelle Johnston, who is 
departing to lead the Uni-
versity of Montevallo in Al-
abama. Crutchfield follows 
Donald J. Green, who was 
tapped last month to lead 
Valdosta State University.

Greg Tanner

Fuel tax suspension results in 
May tax revenue decline of 12.6%

ATLANTA – The state 
of Georgia’s net tax revenue 
collections in May totaled 
$2.35 billion, for a decrease 
of $339.1 million, or 12.6%, 
compared to FY 2025, when 
net tax collections totaled 
$2.69 billion for the month. 
Year-to-date, net tax revenue 
collections for the period end-
ing May 31 totaled $30.8 bil-
lion, for an increase of $344.6 
million, or 1.1%, compared 
to last year’s net collection 
revenue through 11 months.

Monthly comparisons were 
affected by the recent motor 
fuel tax suspension. Revenues 
for the month of May were 
down 5.7% from the same 
month a year ago, while year-
to-date collections remained 
up 1.8%.  Monthly compari-
sons were also impacted by 
last year’s extension of the re-
turn and payment deadlines 
for both individual and cor-
porate income taxes to May 
1, 2025, due to the impacts 
of Hurricane Helene.

With that extension shift-
ing some collections between 
months, April and May are 
more informative when viewed 
together. On a combined basis, 
April and May net tax collec-
tions were down 1.9% overall 
from the same two months 
in 2025 and up 2.5% net of 
motor fuel changes.

The changes within the fol-
lowing tax categories help to 
further explain May’s over-
all net tax revenue decrease:

 Individual income tax col-
lections totaled $1.23 bil-
lion, for a decrease of $97.7 
million, or 7.4%, compared 
to last year when individual 
tax collections approached 
$1.33 billion.

The following notable com-
ponents within individual 

income tax combine for the 
net decrease:

Individual income tax re-
funds issued (net of voided 
checks) were down $99.8 
million or 48.1%.

Individual withholding pay-
ments increased by $8.4 mil-
lion, or 0.7%, over the previ-
ous fiscal year.

Individual income tax return 
payments declined $163.3 mil-
lion, or 59.1%, from FY 2025.

All other individual tax cat-
egories, including estimated 
payments, were down a com-
bined $42.6 million.

Gross sales and use tax col-
lections totaled roughly $1.72 
billion in May, which was an 
increase of $117.9 million, or 
7.4%, over FY 2025. Net sales 
and use tax increased by $36.7 
million, or 4.7%, compared 
to last fiscal year, when net 
sales tax totaled $783.5 mil-
lion. The adjusted sales tax 
distribution to local govern-
ments totaled $879.5 million, 
for an increase of $70.1 mil-
lion or 8.7%, while sales tax 
refunds for May increased by 
$11.1 million compared to the 
previous fiscal year.

Corporate income tax col-
lections for the month of May 
totaled $60.6 million, for a 
year-over-year decrease of 
$60.5 million, or 50%, com-
pared to last year’s total of 
$121.2 million.

The following notable com-
ponents within corporate in-
come tax make up the net 
decrease:

Corporate income tax re-
funds issued (net of voids) 
increased $13.6 million, or 
132% over FY 2025.

Corporate income tax re-
turn payments decreased by 
$34.9 million, or 56.5%, from 
May 2025.

All other corporate tax types, 
including corporate estimated 
payments, were down a com-

File Photo
Monthly state tax collection comparisons for May were af-
fected by the recent motor fuel tax suspension in Georgia.
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bined $12 million.
Motor fuel tax collections 

decreased by $196.6 million, 
or 99.5%, compared to FY 
2025, reflecting the impact 
of Gov. Brian Kemp’s Exec-
utive Order suspending the 
motor fuel excise tax for tax-

payer relief.
Motor vehicle tag & title 

fees decreased by $1 million, 
or 3%, for the month, while 
title ad valorem tax collections 
decreased by $4.6 million, or 
5.6%, from May 2025.

FEMA approves $51 million 
in Georgia recovery funding

ATLANTA – FEMA ap-
proved more than $51 million 
in funding to support 13 recov-
ery and mitigation projects in 
Georgia communities affected 
by Hurricane Helene.

Below are some notable proj-
ects FEMA will help fund for the 
state and local communities:

$22 million to the Georgia 
Emergency Management Agen-
cy to temporarily shelter 1,500 
displaced survivors at 113 ho-
tels throughout the state.

$17 million to the Satilla 
Rural Electric Membership 
Corporation for emergency 
power restoration and utility 
repairs in Appling and Jeff 
Davis counties.

$2.9 million to Nashville 
for the removal of more than 
95,000 cubic yards of vegeta-
tive debris and nearly 600 cu-
bic yards of construction and 
demolition debris from public 
rights of way.   

$1.1 million to Berrien County 
for management costs related 

to the storm.
$727,400 to Albany to re-

pair utilities.
$305,800 to Irwin County 

for management costs related 
to the storm.

$201,600 to The Family YMCA 
of Greater Augusta for debris 
removal efforts.

FEMA is reimbursing these 
costs at no less than a 75% fed-
eral cost share through its Pub-
lic Assistance program, which 
provides funds for state and 
local governments’ response 
and recovery work.

Additionally, FEMA approved 
mitigation projects that prevent, 
eliminate or reduce disaster-
related damage, including:

$2 million for the Bryan 
County stormwater master 
plan to minimize the effects 
of flooding.

$1.9 million for the city of 
Pooler stormwater master 
plan to minimize the effects 
of flooding.

$1.5 million to Columbia 
County to supply weather ra-
dios for the county’s population.

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com
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SATURDAY SQUAWKBOX    
SQUAWKBOX@ALBANYHERALD.COM

Now that Chief Persley is 
retiring, this is another oppor-
tunity to discuss consolidation 
via attrition. Seems only the 
taxpayers want consolidation.  

Current negotiations involve 
funding for Iran’s post-war 
reconstruction. A more equita-
ble approach would be to utilize 
Iran’s oil resources to reim-
burse us for our war costs.

No, squawker, we would 
never turn our backs on Trump 
or any other criminal because 
we know they would stab us in 
it. Please note that Iran never 
had a nuclear arsenal. And, 
Trump and his minions said 
that they obliterated their 
nuclear material last summer, 
remember? So many lies, it’s 
hard to keep track.

The joke online civil rights 
comedy that is no laughing 
matter to Dougherty County 
taxpayers, costing us $190,000-
plus, is the perfect example of 
an inept local government 
handing out money to friends 
who don’t mind taking other 
people’s hard-earned money.

It is great to see many ASU 
celebratory events in The Her-
ald, but it seems like job place-
ment is a low priority for school 
administration. The absolute 
best way for the university to 
serve these students is to plug 
them in to a full-time job after 
graduation. The tough reality is 
that most of these campus 
events mean virtually nothing 
for their future. ASU should be 
a more careful governor of 
tuition dollars to set these stu-
dents up for career success.

The city of Albany’s Commu-
nity and Economic Develop-
ment Office has over 12 employ-
ees. That is millions of dollars 
in costs annually with no real 
benefit or accountability to the 
taxpayers. The office is run by a 
deacon pastor who lives near 
Camilla in Mitchell County. He 
may be a very nice fellow, but 
this “good old boy” set-up is a 
prime example of why no one 
trusts their city commissioner.

You can’t list great country 
music songs and leave out “All 
My Exes Live in Texas” by the 
great George Strait and “The 
Devil Went Down to Georgia” 
by Charlie Daniels.

Can anyone ever remember a 
completely honest, promise-
keeping politician in their life-
time? I know I can’t, and I will 
be 79 shortly.

Squawker, I saw a kid using 
one of those million-dollar 
ramps to skateboard on several 
years back. Other than that, no 
way, Jose.

Carlton may be undiagnosed, 
but we all know something ain’t 
right.

I don’t claim to be a religious 
scholar, but I would be willing 
to bet a few months’ pay that 
people who call themselves 
preachers and then commit as 
many of the sins listed in the 10 
Commandments -- adultery, 
thievery, covetousness,, etc. -- 
as they can cram into their busy 
schedules have a special place 
reserved in hell.

A pest exterminator shouldn’t 
get angry at an old man just 
because he had to flag him 
down after he parked in front of 
his apartment, serviced other 
units, then tried to leave with-
out servicing the old man’s 
apartment. He also shouldn’t 
pull the stove and refrigerator 
out and ask how often he cleans 
behind them, then tell him he 
doesn’t have an infestation 
problem and walk out, unless 
he’s looking for another job.

I saw Iron Butterfly perform in 
their prime many years ago. This 
was back when “In-A-Gadda-Da-
Vida” first came out. Getting con-
cert tickets was pretty simple then. 
I just went to the box office and 
gave someone four dollars for a 
ticket.

I remember the exact amount 
because I mowed two lawns to 
earn it. That ticket, I might add, 
never left my sight until the night 
of the show. After all, four dollars 
was a lot of money in 1969.

Concert-going has come a long 
way since then. And I don’t mean 
that in a good way. Have you seen 
the price of tickets to see Eric 
Clapton or The Eagles? 

But the point I want to address 
is how one goes about getting tick-
ets now in the first place. It’s not 
as simple as just handing over 
$752.83 for a premium floor seat 
for Clapton.

I’ll illustrate with a personal 
experience when I tried to pur-
chase tickets for the Black Jacket 
Symphony (the absolute best trib-
ute band on the planet) concert on 

April 12. (You can take it from 
there. If those clues didn’t help, 
the company’s name rhymes with 
the title of this piece.)

I bought two tickets 
online by charging 
them to a credit card. 
Tickets sold were just 
$30, but the total for a 
pair plus fees and tax 
ended up being 
$107.60. The tax didn’t 
amount to much, 
although the fees were 
nearly as much as the 
cost of the tickets. But that’s not 
the worst part. Not even close.

Tickets were issued to me via an 
email with a link to “view mobile 
tickets.” (At this point my wife 
took over, because I hate this 
part.) A few keystrokes later, our 
pair of ‘mobile tickets’ were in my 
Apple wallet. 

I assumed everything was all set. 
That is until I checked my Apple 
wallet and saw our tickets had a 
red exclamation point inside of a 
red circle beneath them with the 
words”‘Pass Disabled.” It went on 

to explain that any and/or all of 
the following had occurred:

-- The tickets could have been 
purchased from a third-party plat-

form that didn’t trans-
fer the tickets correctly.

-- I might not be using 
the latest version of iOS 
and/or the (anonymous 
ticket sales company) 
app.

-- My phone may not 
support the latest iOS 
required to add tickets 
to my wallet.

-- I might be trying to add tickets 
already in someone else’s wallet.

For someone who still uses 
paper boarding passes to fly on an 
airplane, I didn’t have the slightest 
chance of figuring out which one 
of these was the problem. 

So I decided I just wanted my 
money back. After an exhaustive 
search for the toll free number for 
the ticket sales company – by now 
I trust you know which one – I 
called them and was immediately 
placed on hold, at which point I 
listened to bad elevator music for 

nearly 30 minutes. 
The chat was going smoothly 

until I mentioned wanting a 
refund. The chatter said for that to 
happen I had to speak to a repre-
sentative and was given a number 
to call. It was the same number I’d 
called earlier, but that wasn’t the 
problem. The customer service 
department had closed for the 
day. Apparently they didn’t think 
leaving me on hold until the fol-
lowing day was a problem.

I called first thing the next day, 
only to find out refunds for the 
concert ended two days prior. I 
said I just purchased the tickets 
the day before, and for any or all of 
the problems listed earlier I 
wouldn’t be able to use them. The 
representative said all I had to do 
was tell the box office my order 
number when I showed up for the 
concert and they would take care 
of it.

I was told this problem is pretty 
common nowadays, which made 
me wonder why they haven’t done 
anything to resolve it.

COLUMNIST ■ SCOTT LUDWIG

As summer begins and schools 
close for the year, many parents 
across Albany and Dougherty 
County face the same challenge: 
finding safe, healthy and enjoy-
able activities for their children.

Unfortunately, one concern con-
tinues to surface throughout our 
community: There simply are not 
enough recreational opportunities 
for young people.

Over the years, local leaders 
have invested in parks, basketball 
courts, and athletic facilities. 
Those investments are important 
and appreciated. However, we 
know as teachers that not every 
child or young person is interested 
in organized sports. Many young 
people are looking for places 
where they can socialize, exercise, 
build friendships, and simply 
enjoy being young in a safe and 
supervised environment.

The lack of such opportunities 
has become a growing concern for 
families throughout Albany-
Dougherty County. We hear it 
regularly from young people par-
ticipating in our summer pro-
grams and camps. Many residents 
remember the large skating rink 
that once operated on Ledo 
Road. 	

It was more than a place to 
skate; it was a community gather-
ing space where children and 
teenagers spent time with friends, 

stayed active, and enjoyed a posi-
tive environment away from nega-
tive influences. Parents felt com-
fortable knowing their 
children were safe.

When the rink closed, 
many young people lost 
a place they genuinely 
loved. In fact, I often 
joke that if I ever won 
the lottery, one of my 
first investments would 
be building a large skat-
ing and family enter-
tainment center in 
Albany-Dougherty County. 

Today, children and teenagers 
have fewer entertainment options 
outside of sports. As a result, 
many spend increasing amounts 
of time on phones, computers and 
other electronic devices. While 
technology certainly has benefits, 
excessive screen time can limit 
social interaction and physical 
activity.

Others may seek entertainment 
in places that are not always safe 
or constructive. This issue extends 
beyond recreation; it affects the 
future of our community.

Many young people leave Alba-
ny-Dougherty County after high 
school because they feel discon-
nected from their hometown. 

If we want young people to stay, 
return after college, and invest in 
this community, we must create 

an environment where they feel 
engaged, valued and connected, 
from childhood through young 

adulthood. One practi-
cal solution would be 
for the city of Albany 
and Dougherty County 
to work together to 
invest in a modern skat-
ing and family enter-
tainment facility. Such 
a venue could include 
roller skating, arcade 
games, music events, 
educational programs, 

birthday party spaces, and youth 
development activities. It could 
serve children, teenagers, young 
adults, and families while provid-
ing a positive destination for the 
entire community.

This should not be viewed as an 
expense but as an investment in 
our future. It would promote 
physical activity, encourage social 
interaction, support youth devel-
opment, and provide a safe place 
for young people to spend their 
free time. It could also attract visi-
tors from neighboring counties 
and contribute to local economic 
growth.

In addition, local leaders should 
explore other family-friendly 
opportunities, including arts and 
music programs, youth activity 
centers, technology and gaming 
hubs, weekend recreation events 

and expanded summer program-
ming. Young people have diverse 
interests, and our recreational 
offerings should reflect that diver-
sity.

The conversation should begin 
now. Parents, educators, faith 
leaders, community organiza-
tions, business leaders, and young 
people themselves should help 
identify the recreational opportu-
nities our community needs most.

Our children deserve more than 
limited options. They deserve 
places where they can learn, con-
nect, build friendships, and create 
lasting memories. Investing in 
youth recreation is investing in the 
future of Albany and Dougherty 
County. The question is not 
whether we can afford to make 
these investments. The real ques-
tion is whether we can afford not 
to.

The future of our community 
depends on the young people we 
raise today, and we owe them 
opportunities to thrive right here 
at the Good Life City.

Our children need more than sports: It’s time for 
Albany-Dougherty to invest in youth recreation

Charles O. Ochie is a professor of 
Criminal Justice, the former chair 
of the Criminal Justice Depart-
ment, and currently serves as the 
Dean of the Graduate School at 
Albany State University. 

GUEST COLUMNIST ■ CHARLES OCHIE

There has been much discussion 
in recent years about poverty, 
trauma, food insecurity, health-
care access, and the many chal-
lenges facing education in Dough-
erty County. Those  realities are 
real, and no honest person should 
ignore them.

But there is another truth we 
cannot afford to overlook: Dough-
erty County has already proven 
that academic excellence is possi-
ble. At some point, we must stop 
talking as if success in Albany, 
Georgia, is impossible when his-
tory has already shown us other-
wise.

There was a period in Dougherty 
County when schools consistently 
demonstrated strong academic 
performance, leadership, disci-
pline, growth and achievement. 
Lincoln Fundamental Magnet 
School, under the leadership of 
Sheryl Holmes, earned National 
Blue Ribbon recognition in 2004. 
International Studies Elementary 
Charter School, led by Wanda 
Mallard, earned National Blue 
Ribbon recognition in 2007. Alice 
Coachman Elementary School, 
under the leadership of Pat Victor, 
earned National Blue Ribbon rec-
ognition in 2009.

Those schools did not exist in 
wealthy suburbs or elite commu-
nities. They existed right 
here in Dougherty 
County. The same pov-
erty existed. The same 
economic struggles 
existed. The same com-
munity challenges exist-
ed. The same food inse-
curity existed. Yet excel-
lence still happened.

I personally remem-
ber leaders who walked into strug-
gling schools and changed the 
trajectory of those schools in less 
than three years. Eddie Johnson 
took over Sherwood Elementary, 
Albany Middle School and Dough-
erty High when they were consid-
ered some of the lowest-perform-
ing schools in the district. All three 
of those schools made significant 
gains under his leadership.

I also remember Vinson Davis 
taking over Radium Springs Mid-
dle School and Monroe High 
School and significantly improv-
ing performance and school cul-
ture within roughly three years. 
Those examples matter because 
they challenge the dangerous nar-
rative that our children cannot 
succeed because of their circum-

stances or zip code.
Poverty creates obstacles, but 

poverty does not make 
excellence impossible. 
If it did, Dougherty 
County would never 
have produced Blue 
Ribbon schools. If it 
did, schools would 
never have risen from 
the bottom of district 
rankings to among the 
strongest-performing 

schools in the district within just a 
few years.

Leadership matters. Culture 
matters. Expectations matter. 
Accountability matters. Children 
often rise or fall to the expecta-
tions placed before them.

This conversation is not about 
attacking leadership, educators, 
parents or students. It is not about 
pretending challenges do not exist. 
It is about refusing to normalize 
low expectations and academic 
decline.

Today, Dougherty County con-
tinues to face serious academic 
challenges. Public data show the 
district ranking to be 184th out of 
222 school districts. Only 38 dis-
tricts rank lower than Dougherty 
County statewide. We are at the 

bottom tier statewide in overall 
proficiency despite high gradua-
tion rates. Those realities deserve 
honest conversations not to shame 
our students or educators, but to 
ensure our children are truly being 
prepared for life after graduation.

A diploma should represent true 
readiness, not simply completion. 
Our children deserve schools that 
prepare them to compete aca-
demically, professionally and eco-
nomically with anyone in this 
country. The encouraging news is 
that Dougherty County has already 
shown what is possible.

The question is no longer wheth-
er excellence can happen here. 
History has already answered that 
question. The real question is 
whether we are willing to recom-
mit ourselves to the leadership, 
accountability, consistency, 
parental involvement, discipline, 
and academic culture that once 
helped produce those results.

Because if excellence happened 
here before, it can happen here 
again.

 Excellence has already happened here
GUEST COLUMNIST ■ LAWRENCE KNIGHTON

Flirting with a ticket disaster

Email Lawrence Knighton at 
stressfree1960@gmail.com.
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While gleefully going back in time to 
rediscover an old journalistic hero 
recently, I accidentally uncovered an 
uncomfortable truth. It’s one that will 
aggravate – even anger – readers of a 
certain age.

But I feel compelled to discuss it.
On a whim – with an assist from Tara 

– I started re-reading some of the books 
by one of my favorite all-time journalist/
author heroes, late Atlanta Journal/syn-
dicated columnist Lewis Grizzard. Just gazing upon 
some of his literary works – especially the collec-
tions of his most memorable columns – left me 
giddy, almost as much as when I spent the last 
couple of months re-reading my collection of clas-
sic literature by the great (maybe greatest?) Geor-
gia author, Pat Conroy.

Just reading the book titles left an ear-to-ear grin 
on my face: “Don’t Sit Under the Grits Tree With 
Anyone Else BUt Me,” “Kathy Sue Loudermilk, I 
Love You,” “Elvis Is Dead and I Don’t Feel So Good 
Myself,” “If Love Were Oil, I’d Be About a Quart 
Low,” “They Tore Out My Heart and Stomped That 
Sucker Flat,” “When My Love Returns from the 
Ladies’ Room, Will I Be Too Old to Care?,” “Don’t 
Bend Over in the Garden, Granny, You Know Them 
Taters Got Eyes” …

During his heyday, mostly in the ‘80s and ‘90s, 
Grizzard was one of, if not the, most celebrated 
columnists in America. He has often been imitated 
– generally very poorly – by pretty much any news-
paper columnist in the South, and there are still 
individuals who purport to be columnists who try 
– again, very poorly – to imitate his style. But all 
come up way short.

Grizzard had more going for him than his quick 
wit and his eagle’s eye for a story that he could turn 
into one of his columns that could one day make 
readers laugh out loud, the next have them raging 
mad at some inequity, or even bring a tear to their 
eye as he’d discovered the key that unlocked read-
ers’ emotions.

And thoughts of Grizzard’s hilariously famous 
characters – Weyman C. Wannamaker Jr. (a great 
American), Cordie Mae Poovey, the aforemen-
tioned Ms. Loudermilk, “Hog” Phillpot, Claude 
“Goat” Rainwater, Curtis “Fruit Jar” Hainey, et al 

– bring an immediate smile to a faithful reader’s 
face. (This is where many of Grizzard’s would-be 
imitators fall way short: They try to match his wit 
by coming up with their own recurring characters 

who typically are very much derivative 
and invariably, well, dumb.)

So, without delay, I dived into a newly 
rediscovered collection of Grizzard’s 
books. But a funny thing happened as I 
eagerly – at least at first – made my way 
from column to column. I discovered, to 
my own dismay, that this great writer 
whose columns made me want to do what 
he did, did not really hold up the way I 
expected them to.

Now don’t get me wrong: I am not saying that the 
years have done anything to diminish Grizzard’s 
writing style. His turn of phrases and usage – make 
that correct usage – of Southern slang and cultural 
references are still so spot on, any of his would-be 
imitators should be ashamed for even trying to 
capture his inimitable style.

(Personal aside here: When I was a young and 
impressionable lad walking the not-so-mean streets 
of Ocilla, Ga., I found ways – in libraries, in the 
Ocilla Rex-All Drug Store, and occasionally, when 
I had a little spare change, in a newspaper rack – to 
get ahold of Grizzard’s columns. I read them reli-
giously. Fate intervened, and I was given the oppor-
tunity (thank you, Bill Bradford, one of my journal-
ism heroes) to start what’s turned into a somewhat 
checkered but long-term career in this industry 
that I love, and, yes, I was one of those unskilled 
columnists who thought he was Ocilla’s answer to 
Lewis Grizzard. I don’t have any of those columns 
I wrote for The Ocilla Star – hopefully they’ve all 
been burned or buried in some deep, dark hole – 
but I’ll admit now I had to grow out of my penchant 
for, as Bradford told me once, “aping (again, poor-
ly) Grizzard.”)

Getting back to the point I was making, while 
many of Grizzard’s columns in his book series are 
indeed reminders of why he was so great, the prob-
lem I encountered reading them some 40-plus 
years later is that the topics were largely unrelat-
able in the 2020s South.

Now I know people around here who were not 
only huge fans of Grizzard’s, their University of 
Georgia ties made them close friends. To those 
folks, I apologize. I guess maybe there is something 
about the idea of setting oneself up for disappoint-
ment by setting expectations too high. I think even 
Goat Rainwater would agree.

At 120 years old, Moses stood 
before the people and 
declared, “I can no 
longer go or come.”

 It is a strange state-
ment.

 Later, the Torah 
insists that Moses’ 
physical strength had 
not diminished. His 
eyesight remained 
clear. His vitality 
remained intact. He 
was not frail, confused or physi-
cally broken.

 So what did he mean?
 Jewish tradition offers a pro-

found interpretation. Moses was 
not describing the weakening of 
the body, but the completion of 
a spiritual journey. His life had 
been defined by continual move-
ment, ascent after ascent, chal-
lenge after challenge, refinement 
after refinement. Now, standing 
at the end of his mission in the 
Torah portion Vayelech (Deuter-
onomy 31), he recognized that 
the climb itself had reached 
completion.

 And perhaps the Torah’s 
unsettling implication is that a 
person can remain outwardly 
strong while inwardly ceasing to 
ascend. A person may still 
appear successful, productive, 
socially engaged, and fully func-
tional, yet quietly stop growing.

 The danger is subtle because 
stagnation rarely announces 
itself dramatically. Most people 
do not consciously decide to stop 
developing morally, emotionally 
or spiritually. They simply settle 
into familiar patterns. Risks 
become smaller. Questions 
become fewer. Old assumptions 
harden into certainty.

 Over time, comfort quietly 
replaces movement.

 Modern culture often treats 
comfort as an achievement in 
itself. Convenience, stability and 
emotional ease are presented as 
markers of success. Entire indus-
tries now exist to eliminate fric-
tion, minimize difficulty, and 
protect people from discomfort.

 But a life with no resistance 
often becomes a life with no 
ascent. Muscles weaken without 
strain. Relationships become 
shallow without vulnerability. 
Moral courage disappears when 
it is never exercised. Even the 
mind gradually stiffens when it 
no longer encounters challenge 
or uncertainty.

 The Torah’s understanding of 
growth is almost the opposite of 
the modern instinct toward 
comfort.

 The Chassidic masters 
describe life as a continual 
rhythm of descent and ascent. 
Setbacks are not meaningless 
interruptions to growth; they are 

often the very experiences that 
make deeper growth 
possible. Failure may 
expose illusions that 
success concealed. 
Pain may awaken 
compassion that com-
fort never could. Dis-
appointment may 
force humility where 
achievement pro-
duced arrogance.

 Sometimes, struggle 
is evidence that something inside 
a person is still alive enough to 
grow. That is why spiritual stag-
nation can be more dangerous 
than failure.

 Failure at least implies move-
ment, effort, risk and aspiration. 
But stagnation slowly persuades 
people that who they are now is 
sufficient, that no further refine-
ment is necessary.

 A plateau begins to feel per-
manent. And that may be the 
deeper danger facing modern 
life.

 Not difficulty. Not uncertain-
ty. Not even failure.

 But becoming so comfortable 
that the instinct to continue 
climbing slowly disappears. The 
Torah challenges that illusion 
directly. 

Moses’ greatness did not come 
from remaining comfortable. 
His entire life demanded move-
ment into uncertainty. He leaves 
Egypt and abandons privilege. 
He confronts Pharaoh despite 
fear and resistance. He ascends 
Sinai repeatedly. He carries the 
burden of an entire nation 
through disappointment, rebel-
lion, exhaustion and 40 years of 
unpredictability in the wilder-
ness.

 Again and again, his life 
required willingness to keep 
climbing. That pattern remains 
true on a smaller scale in ordi-
nary human life.

 The parent learning patience 
after a difficult day. The person 
rebuilding after failure. The indi-
vidual confronting destructive 
habits rather than surrendering 
to them. The aging soul still will-
ing to learn instead of retreating 
into cynicism or complacency. 
All of them are still climbing.

 Near the end of his life, Moses 
recognizes that his own climb 
has finally reached completion. 
Yet his final words to the people 
are not words of retreat. They 
are words urging continuation, 
movement forward into uncer-
tainty, responsibility and growth.

 Because in the Torah’s under-
standing, the climb does not end 
until the very last moment of life. 
And perhaps one of the great 
spiritual dangers of modern cul-
ture is becoming too comfort-
able to keep climbing. 

I believe in the importance of customer service. A 
while back, I dropped my cable/internet 
provider after spending half my time bat-
tling their so-called customer service reps. 
I had many indecipherable conversations 
with guys in India who called themselves 
“Rick” or “Sam.”

I finally switched to another provider. I 
should have done it years earlier. The new 
company’s customer service was excellent. 
Within days, my cholesterol level improved, 
my headaches disappeared, and I could 
leap tall buildings in a single bound.

Having grown up in a retail environment, I learned 
at a young age that the customer is always right, even 
when they’re actually wrong. The key is getting them 
to come back, over and over.

That’s why I visit my favorite burger place every 
Monday. They start preparing my order as soon as I 
walk in. They know I’m pro-cheese, anti-mayonnaise, 
with no salt on my fries. Some might look at this as an 
example of how good customer service results in 
repeat business. Others might see it as an unhealthy 
habit. All I know is, it gets my week off to a good start. 
It’s almost a superstition, like baseball players who 
won’t change their underwear as long as they’re on a 
winning streak. I guess that’s a fair comparison, but I 
hope I’m never in that locker room.

Of course, not all of my fast food missions are suc-
cessful. At the drive-through recently, all I wanted was 
a sausage biscuit, with gravy on the side. “Do you 
mean a gravy biscuit, add sausage?” the lady asked. I 
replied. “Yeah, just a biscuit with sausage, plus a little 
gravy.” Long pause. “Well,” she said, “I can either get 
you a sausage biscuit with a side of gravy, or a gravy 
biscuit plus sausage.” I felt like I was negotiating a 
ceasefire in the Middle East. If I said the wrong thing, 
the whole deal could fall apart.

Online shopping brings its own challenges. We’ve all 
had negative experiences involving damaged mer-

chandise, and trying to get an exchange or a refund. 
We’ve had packages delivered to the wrong 
address, or not at all. We’ve tried talking to 
supervisors, who can be cranky after talking 
to people like me all day.

That’s why I must give special recognition 
to publicrecords.us. A few months ago, I 
needed their services. I paid $20 for a one-
time request. I got what I needed, and never 
thought of the website again. Last week, I 
actually took a close look at my credit card 
bill. (I know, I should be doing this every 
month.) I saw not one, but two $20 charges 

for the month of May from publicrecords.us.
I remembered the name of the company, but it sure 

seemed like longer than a month ago when I dealt with 
them, and even then I thought it was just a one-time 
thing. I looked through the last few months of my 
credit card statements. I realized that for the past five 
months, I had gotten billed $20 every two weeks. Evi-
dently, I had subscribed to their service, but I had no 
idea I had done so.

I called them to cancel. The representative did so, 
quickly and efficiently. He then asked if there was 
anything else he could do. I moaned about having 
been charged a couple hundred dollars for a service I 
was not using, and that I had not intended to sub-
scribe. Within 5 minutes, he had refunded all my 
money, graciously. And I didn’t really have to ask. So 
thank you publicrecords.us. You deserve a shout-out.

Finally, one more face-to-face encounter. At the 
drug store, I asked the cashier to help me figure out 
their app (which was already on my phone). A coupon 
on the app could save me two bucks on a tube of tooth-
paste. She showed me how to do it, and I saved the 
money. As I was leaving, she said, “Don’t worry, I’ll 
help you with it again next time, because you’ll prob-
ably forget.” She was so right. I love it when they get 
me. And I will return to that store soon.

 Great -- and maybe not so 
great -- expectations

 When growth quietly stops

Email Carlton Fletcher at carlton.fletcher@albanyherald.com.
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And I’ve changed, I’ve changed, I’ve reconsid-
ered everything.

 Josh Joplin Group
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address and daytime phone number for verfication 

purposes.
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Rideout Arsenal to bring 120 new jobs to Thomas County

THOMASVILLE – Rideout 
Arsenal, a firearms designer 
and manufacturer, is investing 
$22 million in a new manufac-
turing facility in Thomasville, 
creating 120 new jobs over the 
next several years.

“Georgia attracts job creators 
from all over the country and 
world because we work with 
them, not against them,” Gov. 
Brian Kemp said. “Our state’s 
pro-business approach, skilled 
workforce, and enduring sup-
port for constitutional free-
doms make us an ideal home 
for manufacturers like Rideout 
Arsenal, and we look forward 
to their success here in the No. 
1 state for business.”

Currently based in the United 
States, Rideout Arsenal spe-
cializes in high-performance, 
high-end competition pistols.

“Rideout Arsenal is proud to 

manufacture innovative fire-
arms in America using a local-
ized supply chain built around 
trusted domestic partners, sup-
pliers, and skilled labor.,” Tra-
vis and Kelsey Rideout, found-
ers of Rideout Arsenal, said. 
“Thomasville and the State of 
Georgia provide a business en-
vironment necessary for us to 
continue designing and man-
ufacturing high-performance 
products, made entirely here 
in the United States.

“This relocation was not some-
thing we originally planned to 
pursue. The reality is that re-
cent anti-gun legislation in Vir-
ginia created a significant un-
certainty for our company and 
ultimately forced us to look for 
a state where we could continue 
operating, investing and grow-
ing with confidence. We are 
excited to bring new jobs and 
manufacturing investment to 
Thomas County and are grate-
ful for the warm welcome we 

have already received.”
The new Rideout Arsenal 

facility will be located within 
the Plantation Oak Industrial 
Park, with additional build-
ings planned throughout the 
next few years. Rideout Arse-
nal is hiring for production, 
engineering, administrative, 
and management positions. In-
terested individuals can learn 
more at www.RideoutArsenal.
com or email Support@Ride-
outArsenal.com.

“Today we welcome Rideout 
Arsenal to Thomasville: This 
includes new highly skilled 
jobs, new partnerships, new 
careers and new momentum 
for our community,” Thom-
asville Mayor Scott Chastain 
said. “Most importantly, we 
welcome the Rideout family 
to our community.”

Assistant Director of Exist-
ing Industry and Regional Re-
cruitment Tina Herring repre-
sented the Georgia Department 

of Economic Development on 
this competitive project in part-
nership with the Thomasville-
Thomas County Payroll Devel-
opment Authority and Georgia 
Quick Start.

“We are excited by compa-
nies like Rideout Arsenal that 
locate in rural Georgia,” GDEcD 
Commissioner Pat Wilson said. 
“Georgia’s workforce training 
and development for companies 
of every size and across every 
industry is one of the key rea-
sons businesses choose Geor-
gia. Investments like this also 
strengthen integrated supply 
chains, creating additional op-
portunities for local business-
es, workers, and communities 
throughout the region.

“We’re excited to see the pos-
itive impact this project will 
have both locally and across 
Georgia’s manufacturing eco-
system.”

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

SRTC Foundation awards $69,250 in scholarships for summer semester

THOMASVILLE – The Southern 
Regional Technical College Foundation 
awarded scholarships to 50 students 
totaling $69,250 for the technical col-
lege’s 2026 summer semester, which 
began May 19. The SRTC scholarship 
funds assist students with education-
related costs such as tuition, fees, books, 
classroom and lab supplies, and travel-
related expenses.

Students who were awarded scholar-
ships include:

Asia Collins of Sylvester
Ashley Dukes of Albany 
Shaniah Green of Camilla
Kerstan McCook of Pelham
Kaitlyn Penny of Pelham
Joey Stanford of Sale City
Brenda Thomas of Albany
Southern Regional Technical College 

offers more than 150 degree, diploma 
and certificate programs that are de-
signed to get students quickly into 
their desired careers, and 38 general 
education courses that transfer to the 
University System of Georgia institu-
tions and 19 private colleges and uni-

versities in Georgia. SRTC has instruc-
tional sites located in 11 counties across 
southwest Georgia for the convenience 
of its students.

SRTC is accredited by the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools 
Commission on Colleges. SACSCOC 
is the regional body for the accredita-
tion of degree-granting higher educa-
tion institutions in the Southern states. 
For the most up-to-date information 
on registration, class dates and pro-
gram offerings, interested individuals 
can log on to www.southernregional.

Special Photo: Georgia Recorder
Congress must act to shore up Social Security dur-
ing the next six years to avoid an automatic drop-
off in benefits in 2032.
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The Southern Regional Technical College Foundation 
awarded scholarships to 50 students totaling $69,250 for its 
summer semester.

Projected Social 
Security benefits cliff 

creeps up to 2032

WASHINGTON — Congress must act to shore 
up Social Security during the next six years to 
avoid an automatic drop-off in benefits in 2032, 
according to a report released this week. 

The annual update on the Old Age and Sur-
vivors Insurance trust fund shows that it will 
“become depleted” in the fourth quarter of that 
year, a few months earlier than projected in last 
year’s report.

That would lead to recipients receiving 78% 
of their benefits — the projected yearly income 
to the trust fund — unless Congress acts before 
then. By 2100, benefits would be only 62%, ac-
cording to the report.

That decrease would have a significant im-
pact on the tens of millions of Americans who 
rely on the program to stay out of poverty, es-
pecially retirees. 

Social Security Commissioner Frank J. Bisigna-
no wrote in a statement that in order to “protect 
the promise of Social Security, it is important for 
lawmakers and the Social Security Administra-
tion to work together to ensure the trust funds 
continue to provide financial stability now and 
for future generations.”

More than 68 million Americans received So-
cial Security payments in April, according to data 
from the administration. More than 56 million 
of the beneficiaries were 65 or older. 

Michael A. Peterson, CEO of the Peter G. Pe-
terson Foundation, wrote in a statement No-
vember’s midterm elections will have an impact 
on who is in the Senate, where lawmakers have 
six-year terms, in the lead-up to the deadline. 

“It’s important to recognize that the Senators 
we elect this year will be in office when Social Se-
curity becomes unable to pay out full benefits, so 
this must be a central campaign issue,” he wrote. 

Peterson added that “there are many well-
known solutions available” and that it’s “time for 
responsible, bipartisan leadership to strength-
en Social Security and Medicare, ensuring the 
stability of these programs for generations of 
Americans to come.”

Maya MacGuineas, president of the Commit-
tee for a Responsible Federal Budget, wrote in a 
statement that “Washington is sleepwalking into 
a retirement crisis, allowing our nation’s most 
important trust funds to go insolvent at the ex-
pense of over 70 million beneficiaries who count 
on these programs.”

MacGuineas added that there is “no shortage 
of options out there to avoid this.”

“It’s time for our leaders to start telling the 
truth on Social Security and Medicare, and work-
ing on real plans to save these programs,” she 
wrote. “Time is running out.”

By Jennifer Shutt
Georgia Recorder

Special Photo
Rideout Arsenal, a firearms designer and manufacturer, is investing $22 million in a new manufacturing facility in Thomasville, 
creating 120 new jobs over the next several years.

State ag commissioner: Be on the 
lookout for hornet embryo, primary nests

ATLANTA – Georgia Agriculture Com-
missioner Tyler Harper is urging resi-
dents — partic-
ularly those in 
Bryan, Bulloch, 
Chatham, Effing-
ham and Liberty 
counties — to re-
main vigilant and 
report sightings 
of yellow-legged 
hornet (YLH) em-
bryo and primary 
nests.

“Georgia has 
made significant 
progress in our ef-
fort to eradicate 
the yellow-legged 
hornet, but pub-
lic participation 
remains critical 
to our success,” 
Harper said. “Ev-
ery embryo or pri-
mary nest report-
ed and removed 
today helps pre-
vent larger infes-
tations tomorrow. 
We need Geor-
gians to stay alert 
and report sus-
pected nests to 
help protect our 
pollinators and 
Georgia’s No. 1 
industry, agricul-
ture.”

 Early detection 
and removal of 
these nests is criti-
cal to preventing 
the development 

of large secondary nests later in the sea-
son. A single undetected primary nest can 
produce a secondary nest containing thou-
sands of hornets and multiple reproduc-

tive queens capable of establishing new 
colonies. This poses a significant threat 
to honeybees and other pollinators that 
support Georgia’s agricultural industry.

 What Georgians 
can do:

Stay Alert: Em-
bryo and primary 
nests are often found 
in trees, shrubs, 
eaves, and other 
elevated locations 
around homes, busi-
nesses and wood-
ed areas. Watch 
for hawking activ-
ity around beehives, 
particularly during 
the morning hours 
(before noon) and 
after 5 p.m.

 Report Suspect-
ed Nests: Anyone 
who believes they 
have found a yel-
low-legged hornet 
nest should con-
tact the Georgia 
Department of Ag-
riculture’s Plant Pro-
tection Division at 
yellow.legged.hor-
net@agr.georgia.gov 
to ensure the nest 
is properly identi-
fied and the queen 
is eradicated.

 For more infor-
mation about the 
yellow-legged hornet 
and how to identify 
potential nests, visit 
https://agr.georgia.
gov/yellow-legged-
hornet.
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Governor announces funding for local transportation projects

ATLANTA – Gov. Brian 
Kemp and the State Road and 
Tollway Authority (SRTA) Board 
of Directors have approved $26 
million in funding for Georgia 
Transportation Infrastructure 
Bank (GTIB) grants and low-
interest loans that will sup-
port 20 transportation road-
way projects and two regional 
airport hangar projects.

The awards include a $1.1 
million grant for continued 
work at the intersection of Old 
Dawson Road and North Westo-
ver Boulevard in Albany, and 
a loan of $713,757 and grant 
of $1,740,718 to resurface Cal-
lis Road, Cemetery Road and 
Pleasant Hill Road in Terrell 
County.

Worth County will receive a 
$240,000 loan and $412,000 
grant to widen and pave two 
miles of PT Salter Road.

SRTA also announced the 
opening of the GTIB FY 2027 
call for applications, inviting 
Community Improvement 
Districts and local, regional 
and state government enti-
ties to apply. Publicly owned 
airports also are eligible for 
GTIB’s low-interest loans and 
grants to build airport infra-
structure, including hangars.

“These awards are on top of 
the historic funding we’ve put 
toward local transportation 
projects in recent years, and 
today’s announcement further 
represents our commitment to 
investing in high-quality infra-
structure, including in our rural 
areas,” Kemp, who serves as 
chairman of the SRTA Board, 
said. “We’re taking a long-term 

view with this funding, which 
is why for the first time GTIB 
is extending awards to two 
regional airports to construct 
multiple hangars, supporting 
business aviation and driving 
economic activity.”

GTIB provides strategic state 
investments that improve mo-
bility, safety and economic 
opportunity in communities 
across Georgia. Through low-
interest loans and grants, GTIB 
supports critical transporta-
tion infrastructure improve-
ments that improve mobility, 
strengthen local economies 
and accelerate project deliv-
ery across Georgia.

Since its inception in 2010, 
GTIB has provided $272 mil-
lion in loans and grants, sup-
porting transportation infra-
structure improvement projects 
valued at more than $1.3 bil-
lion statewide. Now entering 
its 14th round of investments, 
the GTIB program continues 
to be a catalyst for infrastruc-
ture improvements by reducing 
funding gaps and accelerating 
project delivery by an average 
of five years.

FY 2026 applications were 
evaluated through a compet-
itive process based on trans-
portation benefits, engineering 
merit, economic value, match-
ing funds, project readiness 
and overall feasibility. Loan 
applications are also reviewed 
for creditworthiness. An advi-
sory committee representing 
state agencies and statewide 
associations evaluated SRTA 
staff recommendations and 
provided final recommenda-
tions to the SRTA Board. GTIB 
funds may be used for capital 
improvements only.
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Special Photo: Phoebe
Phoebe Sumter Medical Center has been officially desig-
nated as a Level III Emergency Cardiac Care Center by the 
Georgia Department of Public Health.

File Photo
State officials have announced more than $26 million in loans 
and grants for road improvement projects, including road-
ways in Albany and Terrell and Worth counties.

The FY 2027 application win-
dow will remain open through 
Aug. 21. Eligible submissions 
include roadway projects such 
as bicycle, pedestrian and traffic 
control infrastructure, as well 
as airport hangar projects. Full 
program details and applica-
tion materials are available at 
www.srta.ga.gov/gtib.

Among the Fiscal Year 2026 
awardees, project descriptions, 
and funding amounts are:

ROAD PROJECTS
Albany-Westover CID Westo-

ver Triangle: This project will 
upgrade traffic signal equip-
ment and pedestrian facilities 
at the intersection of Old Daw-
son Road and North Westover 
Boulevard, the third phase of 
the broader Westover Triangle 
effort. Focused on improving 
safety and traffic flow in an 
area that has seen 12 recent 
crashes involving injuries, the 
project delivers modernized 
signals and safer pedestrian 

connections in one of Albany’s 
busiest commercial districts.

GTIB Grant Award: 
$1,100,000

Brantley County-Little Buf-
falo Creek Bridge Replacement

This project will replace the 
existing Little Buffalo Creek 
Road bridge, a critical link for 
residents, farm operations, 
school buses and emergency 
responders in rural Brantley 
County. The replacement in-
cludes raising the structure 
and realigning approximately 
300 feet of roadway on each 
approach, improving safety, 
reliability and long-term ac-
cess for the surrounding com-
munity.

GTIB Grant Award: 
$600,000

City of Buena Vista-Tyson 
Road Repair

This project will repair the 
southbound lane of Tyson Road 
by installing new curb and gut-
ter and upgraded drainage in-
frastructure to redirect storm-

water runoff. Once complete, 
the project will allow the lane 
to re-open, restoring safe, re-
liable and unobstructed trav-
el along a key route serving 
school traffic.

GTIB Grant Award: 
$134,878

City of Hoboken-Highway 
82 Sidewalk Reconstruction

This project will replace side-
walks along Main Street/SR 82 
to improve pedestrian safety 
and strengthen connectivity 
within the city. GTIB fund-
ing accelerates the project by 
nearly four years, allowing the 
community to benefit from 
improved access to the down-
town area sooner while reduc-
ing overall project costs.

GTIB Grant Award: 
$500,000

Stewart County-Carters Spur 
Road Widening & Resurfac-
ing Project

This project will widen and 
resurface 4.3 miles of the ex-
isting Carters Spur Road from 
SR 520 to Trotman Road. The 
current two-lane roadway will 
be widened from 18 feet wide 
to 22 feet wide to meet mod-
ern roadway design standards, 
improving truck traffic safety 
for local agricultural and in-
dustrial operations.

GTIB Grant Award: 
$1,750,514

Terrell County-GTIB & LMIG 
Road Resurfacing Improve-
ments

This project will resurface 
Callis Road, Cemetery Road 

and Pleasant Hill Road for 
a combined distance of just 
over nine miles. By acceler-
ating the work by three years, 
GTIB funding reduces project 
costs and allows the county to 
deliver important roadway im-
provements sooner.

GTIB Loan Award: $713,757
GTIB Grant Award: 

$1,740,718
Town of Iron City-Broad & 

Dunham Phase II
This project will resurface 

portions of Broad Street and 
Dunham Street. Broad Street 
will be resurfaced from Church 
Street west to its dead end and 
from Williams Street east to 
the city limits. Dunham Street 
will be resurfaced from Rob-
inson Street east to the city 
limits and from Appomattox 
Street west to the city limits.

GTIB Grant Award: 
$733,125

Worth County-PT Salter Road 
Transportation Connector

This project will widen and 
pave two miles of PT Salter 
Road, which is currently a 
dirt road, from SR 33 to SR 
256. The improvements will 
create a safer and more reli-
able route for the traveling 
public, including emergency 
response vehicles.

GTIB Loan Award: $240,000
GTIB Grant Award: 

$412,000
For more information about 

the GTIB program, visit www.
srta.ga.gov/gtib.

ALBANY – Albany State 
University has announced 
that its Yellow Ribbon Pro-
gram agreement has been 
approved by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs. The 
agreement will take effect for 
the 2026–2027 academic 
year, beginning Aug. 1 and 
continuing through July 31, 
2027.

This initiative was led by 
Chassidy Jackson, the interim 
director of the Office of Mil-
itary and Adult Education.

The program will be visible 
on the VA GI Bill Compari-
son Tool beginning in July, 
providing eligible veterans, 
service members, and mil-
itary family members with 
enhanced educational ben-
efits and financial support. 
Albany State will ensure funds 
are contributed to help cov-
er tuition and fees not fully 
covered by the Post-9/11 GI 
Bill, along with comprehen-
sive support and resources 
to ensure military-connected 
students can focus on their 
academic success without fi-
nancial barriers.

ASU serves a growing popu-
lation of military-connected 
students, with enrollment 
steadily increasing in recent 
years. The university currently 
supports nearly 600 military-
affiliated students, including 
veterans, active-duty service 
members, National Guard, 
Reservists, military spouses, 
and dependents, reflecting 
its continued commitment 
to access, flexibility and stu-
dent success.

“This approval reflects our 
unwavering commitment to 
supporting military, veterans, 
and military family members 
and dependents as they pur-
sue their educational goals 
at Albany State University,” 
ASU Vice President for Stu-
dent Affairs and Enrollment 
Management Jarrod Benja-
min said. “As a military vet-

eran myself, I understand 
first-hand the dedication and 
sacrifice of those who serve 
our country.

“Through the Yellow Ribbon 
Program, we are honored to 
help our military-connected 
students transition success-
fully into civilian life while 
earning their degrees and 
building their futures.”

Albany State provides a 
comprehensive network of 
support services tailored spe-
cifically for military-connect-
ed students. These include 
a dedicated military success 
coordinator, priority registra-
tion, and specialized military 
and veteran support services. 
The university accepts VA and 
Department of Defense edu-
cation benefits, offers credit 
for military training and ex-
ams such as CLEP and DSST, 
and provides VA work-study 
opportunities.

Eligible students may also 
qualify for in-state tuition, 
further reducing the cost of 
attendance.

To foster a supportive and 
informed campus environ-
ment, ASU features Green 
Zone–trained faculty and staff 
and hosts an active Student 
Veterans of America chap-
ter. Conveniently located just 
minutes from Marine Corps 
Logistics Base-Albany, the 
university is well-positioned 
to serve active-duty person-
nel, reservists and military 
families. Flexible learning 
options, including extensive 
online programs, allow stu-
dents to continue their edu-
cation while managing de-
ployments, relocations and 
professional responsibilities.

For more information about 
the Yellow Ribbon Program at 
ASU, eligibility requirements, 
and how it benefits veterans, 
service members, and their 
families, visit www.asurams.
edu/military or contact the 
Office of Military and Adult 
Education at veterans@asur-
ams.edu.

Albany State Yellow Ribbon 
Program approved by 

Department of Veterans Affairs
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Phoebe Sumter earns Level III 
Emergency Cardiac Care Center designation

AMERICUS – Phoebe 
Sumter Medical Center has 
been officially designated as a 
Level III Emergency Cardiac 
Care Center by the Georgia 
Department of Public Health, 
Office of EMS and Trauma. 
The designation recognizes 
the hospital’s commitment 
to delivering high-quality, 
life-saving cardiac care and 
is valid for three years.  

“This designation reflects 
the dedication of our physi-
cians, nurses and care teams 
who work around the clock 
to provide exceptional cardi-
ac care for our community,” 
Phoebe Sumter President 
Carlyle Walton said. “We are 
proud to be part of Georgia’s 
coordinated effort to improve 
outcomes for patients expe-

riencing heart attacks and 
other cardiac emergencies.”  

Phoebe Sumter joins a doz-
en other Level III Emergen-
cy Cardiac Care Centers in 
Georgia that are equipped 
to provide rapid assessment, 
stabilization and treatment 
for cardiac patients until they 
can be safely transferred to 
a higher-level center if they 
need more advanced care. 
The designation confirms 
that Phoebe Sumter is an 
essential link in the state’s 
system designed to increase 
survival rates and improve 
patient outcomes in cardiac 
emergencies.

“As a designated Emergency 
Cardiac Care Center, Phoebe 
Sumter Medical Center has 
become an integral part of 
a statewide system focused 
on protecting and improving 
lives,” Department of Public 
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Special Photo: GSW
The undergraduate elementary teacher preparation pro-
gram at Georgia Southwestern State University has earned 
an A+ from the National Council on Teacher Quality for how 
well the program prepares future teachers to teach reading 
to elementary students.

Health officials noted in a des-
ignation letter.

“Phoebe Sumter remains 
committed to advancing car-
diac care services, investing in 
clinical excellence, and ensur-
ing quality, advanced care for 
patients across Sumter County 
and surrounding communi-
ties,” Walton added.

Phoebe Putney Memorial 
Hospital in Albany is a Level I 
Emergency Cardiac Care Cen-

ter – the highest designation – 
indicating that it provides the 
most comprehensive cardiac 
services 24 hours a day, 365 
days a year, including open-
heart surgery and interven-
tional cardiac catheterizations. 

PPMH and Phoebe Sumter 
work closely to coordinate pa-
tient transfers when appropri-
ate to ensure patients get the 
highest level of cardiac care 
quickly.

Georgia Southwestern earns national recognition 
for preparing future elementary teachers in reading

 AMERICUS —The under-
graduate elementary teach-
er preparation program at 
Georgia Southwestern State 
University has earned an A+ 
from the National Council on 
Teacher Quality for how well 
the program prepares future 
teachers to teach reading to 
elementary students.

• Bachelor of Science in 
Education with a Major in 
Elementary Education with 
Certification: A+ 

The report, Teacher Prep 
Review: Decoding Progress 
in Reading Preparation, pub-
lished on June 9, spotlights 
GSW for meeting the stan-
dards set by literacy experts 
for coverage of the most ef-
fective methods of reading 
instruction. Specifically, this 
means the program is prepar-
ing aspiring teachers in all five 
components of scientifically 
based reading instruction, 
including phonemic aware-
ness, phonics, fluency, com-
prehension, and vocabulary, 
and avoids many instructional 
practices that research has 
shown to be ineffective or 
counterproductive for teach-
ing children to read.

“We are committed to pre-
paring educators to enter the 
classroom equipped with the 

knowledge, skills and confi-
dence to help every child suc-
ceed,” Rachel Abbott, GSW 
provost and vice president for 
Academic Affairs, said. “This 
recognition from NCTQ af-
firms the outstanding work of 
our faculty and the strength 
of our Elementary Education 
program in aligning teacher 
preparation with evidence-
based literacy instruction. 
Reading is the foundation 
for all learning, and we are 
proud to prepare future teach-
ers who will make a lasting 
impact on students, fami-
lies and communities across 
Georgia and beyond.”

A child’s ability to read pro-
ficiently in the early grades 
shapes everything that comes 
next in school and in life, yet 
according to NAEP data, four 
in 10 fourth-graders in Geor-
gia cannot read at a basic 
level. Teacher preparation 
is one of the most direct le-
vers available to change that 
— but only if it is aligned to 
the research-based instruc-
tional methods that have been 
proven to help most students 
become successful readers.

Georgia Southwestern is 
part of a growing group of 
teacher preparation programs 
nationwide helping trans-
form how future teachers 
are trained to teach reading. 
Teacher candidates in the el-
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ementary education teacher 
preparation program take four 
courses specifically focused on 
literacy: Early Literacy, Inter-
mediate Literacy, Literacy As-
sessment and Instruction, and 
Literature for Children. Can-
didates are prepared through 
coursework, field experiences, 
and clinical practice empha-
sizing evidence-based literacy 
practices.

“Every child deserves a teach-
er who has been well-prepared 
to teach reading, and every 
teacher deserves the oppor-
tunity to enter the classroom 
ready to help students succeed,” 
NCTQ President Heather Peske 
said. “Across the country, many 
teacher preparation programs 
still do not fully align with the 
science of reading, but Georgia 
Southwestern State University 
is demonstrating what strong 
preparation can look like.”

NCTQ’s methodology is in-

formed by a panel of reading 
experts, teacher preparation 
faculty, reading advocates and 
measurement experts. To eval-
uate the quality of preparation 
being provided, a team of ex-
perts at NCTQ analyzed sylla-
bi, including lecture schedules 
and topics, background reading 
materials, class assessments, 
assignments, and opportuni-
ties to practice instruction in 
required literacy courses for 
elementary teacher candidates 
at Georgia Southwestern.

To earn an “A,” programs 
needed to demonstrate that 
coursework for future elemen-
tary teachers includes all five 
core components of scientifi-
cally based reading instruction 
and avoid teaching more than 
three instructional methods 
that are unsupported by the 
research on effective reading 
instruction.
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The Atlanta Braves placed outfield-
er Ronald Acuna Jr. on the 10-day 
injured list Wednesday after he de-
parted Tuesday’s game against the 
Chicago White Sox with hamstring 
tightness.

An MRI exam Wednesday revealed 
that Acuna has a left hamstring strain.

In corresponding moves, the Braves 
selected the contract of first baseman 
Rowdy Tellez from Triple-A Gwin-
nett, while right-hander Jhancar-
los Lara was designated for assign-
ment to open a 40-man roster spot 
for Tellez.

The Braves also selected the con-
tract of right-hander James Karin-
chak and recalled right-hander JR 
Ritchie, while right-hander Carlos 
Carrasco was designated for assignment 
and right-hander Tyler Kinley (elbow) 
was placed on the 15-day IL, retroactive 
to Monday.

Acuna, the 2018 National League Rookie 
of the Year and 2023 NL MVP, missed 14 
games earlier this season due to a ham-
string strain while similarly trying to leg 
out an infield hit. He saw his 2021 and 

2024 seasons end prematurely due to 
torn ACLs.

The five-time All-Star is hitting .251 with 
seven homers and 22 RBIs in 53 games. 
He is a career .287 hitter with 193 hom-
ers and 481 RBIs over 870 games across 
nine seasons with Atlanta.

Ellez, 31, is poised to make his Braves 
debut. He was batting .259 with eight 

home runs and 33 RBIs in 49 
games at Triple-A. In eight 
major league seasons with 
five different clubs, Tellez is 
a career .234 hitter with 122 
home runs and 368 RBIs in 
776 games.

Karinchak, 30, has mot 
pitched in the major leagues 
since 2023. He was 2-2 with a 
2.45 ERA in 21 relief appear-
ances at Gwinnett. In five ma-
jor league seasons, all with 
the Cleveland Guardians, he 
was 12-11 with a 3.10 ERA in 
174 relief outings.

Carrasco, 39, was desig-
nated for assignment by the 
Braves for the fifth time since 

August as the club gets around the veter-
an’s lack of minor league options. He has 
a 3.00 ERA in five major league outings 
for the Braves this season.

Ritchie, 22, made his major league de-
but April 23 and is 1-1 with a 4.56 ERA 
in five outings for the Braves this season. 
Kinley, 35, is 4-2 with a 3.18 ERA in 31 
relief outings for Atlanta this season.

Braves place Acuna on injured list

Miracle in the Garden 
New York stuns Spurs with historic comeback

ALBANY — Westover of-
fensive lineman Kyson Mallard 
kept everyone guessing until 
the very end.

With family, teammates, 
coaches and classmates gath-
ered Tuesday to watch one of 
Southwest Georgia’s most high-
ly recruited football players 
make his college decision, the 
6-foot-7, 325-pound lineman 
methodically worked through 
the suspense.

Three shirts sat on the table 
in front of him — Louisville, 
Georgia Tech and Pitt.

After thanking his coaches, 
parents, family members and 
teammates, Mallard stood and 
picked up the Georgia Tech 
shirt. He held it briefly before 
dropping it back onto the table.

Next came Pitt.
Again, he dropped the shirt 

as the crowd reacted.
Then he picked up the Lou-

isville shirt.
Moments later, he dropped 

that one, too.
As the room erupted in con-

fusion, Mallard turned around, 
opened his jacket and revealed 
the Louisville shirt he had been 
wearing all along.

Decision made.
The three-star recruit an-

nounced he will continue his 
football career with the Lou-
isville Cardinals, choosing the 
ACC program over 22 other 
scholarship offers.

“It felt like home to me,” Mal-
lard said. “It just felt right.”

For Mallard, the moment rep-
resented the culmination of a 
recruiting journey that began 
years ago.

Rated as the No. 47 interior 

Westover star commits to Louisville

Staff Photo: Joe Whitfield
Westover offensive lineman Kyson Mallard sits in the middle of his family wearing Louisville attire 
after committing to play college football for the Cardinals during a ceremony Tuesday at Westo-
ver High School.

Field Level Media

NEW YORK — Mike Brown 
walked to the podium inside 
Madison Square Garden just 
before midnight on Wednes-
day, sat down and let out an 
exhausted sigh.

“Uhh, that was a good win 
by our guys, obviously,” the 
New York Knicks coach said.

It was a lot more than that, 
and now the Knicks are one win 
away from a goal more than 
five decades in the making.

OG Anunoby’s tip-in with 
1.2 seconds left capped the 
greatest comeback in NBA 
Finals history, as New York 
overcame a 29-point deficit 

to stun the San Antonio Spurs 
107-106 in Game 4.

The Knicks, who trailed 81-
52 in the third quarter, lead 
the best-of-seven series 3-1. 
They can clinch their first 
title since 1973 on Saturday 
night, when Game 5 will be 
played in San Antonio.

“Felt cool — I mean, ev-
eryone’s pretty excited, I’m 
excited too,” the normally 
poker-faced Anunoby said 
before breaking into a rare 
grin. “We’re all excited. We’re 
enjoying it right now, but 
we’re just focused on the next 
game now.”

The Knicks ended the game 
on a 55-25 run after Victor 

Wembanyama was whistled 
for a flagrant-1 foul on Karl-
Anthony Towns with 9:27 left 
in the third. New York shot 
52.6% (20-for-38) following 
the foul while holding the 
Spurs to 17.1% shooting (6-
for-35), including 4-for-19 
(21.1%) in the fourth quarter.

“To put as much good work 
into that first half as we did, 
get the lead that we had and 
not finish the job is disappoint-
ing to say the least,” Spurs 
coach Mitch Johnson said.

Jalen Brunson, the sym-
bol of the Knicks’ stoicism, 
was asked if the Wemban-
yama foul sparked him and 
his teammates.

“Not necessarily, no,” 
Brunson said.

Earlier in his press con-
ference, Brunson invoked a 
baseball analogy to describe 
the Knicks’ approach.

“We need to hit singles, get 
on base and make plays from 
there,” Brunson said.

New York scored 13 unan-
swered points after the Wem-
banyama flagrant foul and 
trailed 90-75 at the end of 
the third. The Knicks didn’t 
score on their first four pos-
sessions in the fourth as the 
Spurs extended the advan-
tage to 95-75.

A 3-pointer by Jose Alvara-
do that rolled around the rim 

LEESBURG — Lee 
County basketball coach 
Kirven Davis knew his 
team would face grow-
ing pains this summer.

After all, the Trojans 
entered June having lost 
four starters from last 
season’s squad.

Two graduated. Two 
moved away.

Yet if Tuesday’s per-
formance was any indi-
cation, the rebuilding 
process may be ahead 
of schedule.

Lee County over-
whelmed Valdosta (2) 
65-33 during a sum-
mer basketball work-
out at Lee County High 
School, using relentless 
defense and transition 
offense to turn what ap-
peared on paper to be 
a challenging matchup 
into a lopsided victory.

“Surprisingly, we are 
getting better,” Davis 
said. “Today was good. 
Our young, inexperi-
enced guys are being 
forced to grow up fast.”

The Trojans wasted 
little time showing that 
growth.

Lee County’s pressure 
defense created prob-
lems for the Wildcats 
from the opening tip, 
forcing turnovers and 
converting them into 
easy baskets. The Tro-
jans raced to a 13-3 lead 
and never looked back.

By halftime, Lee Coun-
ty had stretched the ad-
vantage to 43-13.

The Wildcats struggled 
to handle the Trojans’ 
defensive intensity, and 
whenever Lee County 
forced a turnover, the 
Trojans seemed to beat 
Valdosta down the floor 
for another transition 
basket.

What impressed Da-

vis most wasn’t an in-
dividual performance.

It was the collective 
effort.

“No one person stood 
out,” Davis said. “We 
are trying to get a full 
buy-in from everyone.”

That approach is es-
pecially important this 
season.

Lee County is replac-
ing a significant amount 
of production from last 
year’s team. The Trojans 
graduated point guard 
TJ Williams and power 
forward Trecori Green. 
They also lost 6-foot-6 
forward Kaiden New-
berry and guard Ashton 
McKinney, who both 
moved away.

Those departures left 
major holes in the line-
up and forced younger 
players into expanded 
roles.

“We had two start-
ers that moved away — 
6-foot-6 Kaiden Newber-
ry and 5-foot-10 Ashton 
McKinney,” Davis said. 
“That is forcing us to step 
up in all areas.”

The responsibility now 
falls largely on senior 
leaders Josiah Frank-
lin, Jashawn Maddox 
and Tremayne Johnson.

Davis said the trio has 
embraced the challenge 
of guiding a roster that is 
still finding its identity.

“Josiah Franklin, 
Jashawn Maddox and 
Tremayne Johnson 
are our senior leaders, 
and they are filling huge 
shoes,” Davis said.

Tuesday’s performance 
suggested the Trojans are 
beginning to understand 
what Davis expects.

The defensive effort 
was consistent. The ball 
moved well offensively. 
Most importantly, Lee 

Lee County outruns 
Valdosta (2), 65-33

Special Photo: Aaron Doster-Imagn Images
Atlanta Braves star Ronald Acuña Jr., a former National 
League MVP, was placed on the 10-day injured list Wednes-
day after an MRI revealed a left hamstring strain.
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Special Photo: Vincent Carchietta-Imagn Images
New York’s OG Anunoby battles San Antonio’s Dylan Harp-
er during Game 4 of the NBA Finals. Anunoby’s late tip-in 
lifted the Knicks to a 107-106 win and a 3-1 series lead.

sparked the stunning final 
rally for New York. Consecu-
tive 3-pointers by Alvarado 
and Jalen Brunson pulled the 
Knicks within 104-103 with 

2:21 left. The Spurs turned 
the ball over, but Josh Hart 
missed a layup, after which 
Wembanyama missed two 

Jerry Beach
Field Level Media

See MIRACLE, 10A

By Joe Whitfield
Sports Editor

offensive lineman in the na-
tion, Mallard has been attract-
ing college attention since his 
freshman season at Westo-
ver. His combination of size, 
strength and athleticism quick-
ly made him one of the state’s 
top prospects, and before the 
start of his junior year he ver-
bally committed to Georgia.
Then adversity struck.

Mallard suffered a major ACL 
injury and was limited to just 
one game during his junior 
season, temporarily putting his 
football future on hold.

Rather than allowing the in-
jury to define him, Mallard 
focused on rehabilitation and 
recovery.

Now, with his college deci-
sion behind him, he has his 
sights set on returning to full 
strength for his senior season.

He said Tuesday he contin-
ues to work through the final 
stages of recovery and expects 
to be cleared for full activity in 
July as the Patriots prepare for 
the upcoming season.

Westover coach Corey Joyner 
said Mallard’s success is the 
result of years of hard work 
both on the field and in the 
classroom.

“Kyson put himself in this po-
sition,” Joyner said. “He works 
hard every day when he is on 
the field and he works hard in 
his academics. He had lots of 

options as one of the top offen-
sive linemen in the country.”

Joyner also pointed to a fa-
miliar local connection that 
helped make Louisville an at-
tractive destination.

The Cardinals’ wide receiv-
ers coach is former Monroe 
High School standout Deion 
Branch, one of Albany’s most 
accomplished football products.

Branch starred at Louisville 
before enjoying a successful 
NFL career that included a Su-
per Bowl MVP performance for 
the New England Patriots in 
Super Bowl XXXIX. He caught 
11 passes for 133 yards in the 

See STAR 10A

Staff Photo: Joe Whitfield
Lee County’s Trey Bush prepares to shoot during 
Tuesday’s big win over Valdosta (2) during Sum-
mer basketball workouts in Leesburg.

By Joe Whitfield
Sports Editor

See LEE, 10A
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Lionel Messi, Argentina beat 
Iceland at Auburn University

Lionel Messi came off the 
bench and converted a pen-
alty in Argentina’s final World 
Cup tune-up friendly Tues-
day, a 3-0 defeat of Iceland 
at Auburn University’s Jor-
dan-Hare Stadium.

Subbing in during the 70th 
minute, Messi set up a penalty 
kick with his first touch of the 
match, passing a throughball 
to Lautaro Martinez, who Ice-
land goalkeeper Elias Olafs-
son took out.

In the 72nd minute, Messi 
buried the PK into the roof of 
the net, doubling Argentina’s 
lead to 2-0 on the 117th inter-
national goal of his career.

Messi, 38, missed Argen-
tina’s first friendly against 
Honduras on Saturday as he 
continued his recovery from 
left hamstring soreness which 
forced him to prematurely 
exit Inter Miami’s final match 

before the World Cup break 
on May 24.

With his World Cup status 
seemingly certain, Messi is 
set to simultaneously set a 
record this month alongside 
Cristiano Ronaldo when he 
appears in his sixth career 
World Cup.

No one has played in more 
World Cup matches than Messi, 
who has appeared in 26, one 
more than Germany’s Lothar 
Matthaus. Messi’s 13 career 
World Cup goals are tied for 
fourth-most, three behind 
German record-holder Miro-
slav Klose (16).

Valentin Barco (eighth min-
ute) and Thiago Almeda (86th) 
also scored for Argentina, who 
outscored their opponents 5-0 
in the final tune-up matches 
entering their World Cup ti-
tle defense.

Argentina’s Group J sched-
ule at the upcoming World 

Field Level Media

Special Photo: Kameron Taylor
Superstar Lionel Messi celebrates with teammates after 
scoring as a substitute during Argentina’s 3-2 win over Ice-
land on Tuesday at Auburn University. The final World Cup 
tune-up drew a record crowd of more than 88,000, the 
largest ever to attend a soccer match in Alabama.

Albany State’s Kelly helps 
lead national discussion

ALBANY — As college ath-
letics continues to navigate 
one of the most transformative 
periods in its history, Albany 
State University Athletic Di-
rector Kristene Kelly is help-
ing lead the conversation on 
a national stage.

Kelly was one of four South-
ern Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference administrators 
selected to serve in leadership 
roles during the 61st Annual 
National Association of Col-
legiate Directors of Athletics 
and Affiliates Convention, 
which concluded this week 
in Las Vegas.

The convention, held June 
7-10 at the Mandalay Bay Re-
sort, is the largest gathering 
of intercollegiate athletics 
administrators in the coun-
try and focuses on the most 
pressing issues facing college 
athletics.

Kelly, who has led Albany 
State athletics since July 2023, 
served as moderator for a fea-
tured session hosted by the 

Women of Color Athletic Ad-
ministrators Network titled 
“Built for the Build: Women 
of Color Leading Through 
Transformation.”

The panel featured discus-
sions on leadership, overcom-
ing challenges and building 
successful programs in en-
vironments where resources 
are often limited and expec-
tations remain high.

“I am honored to moderate 
this discussion because the 
stories represented on this 
panel reflect the experienc-
es of many women of color 
in athletics,” Kelly said. “We 
have often been asked to lead, 
build and transform in envi-
ronments where resources are 
limited and expectations are 
high. Throughout my career, 
I have learned that leadership 
is about having the courage to 
create what is possible, and I 
look forward to learning from 
these incredible women and 
sharing their insights with 
others.”

A native of St. Croix in the 
U.S. Virgin Islands, Kelly brings 

more than two decades of 
experience across all three 
NCAA divisions. Since arriv-
ing at Albany State, she has 
focused on facility improve-
ments, resource development 
and strengthening opportuni-
ties for student-athletes while 
fostering a culture centered 
on excellence and integrity.

Kelly was joined at the con-
vention by three other SIAC 
administrators who were rec-
ognized for their contribu-
tions to collegiate athletics.

Tuskegee University Vice 
President of Intercollegiate 
Athletics and Athletic Direc-
tor Reginald Ruffin received 
one of the highest honors 
presented during the con-
vention, earning the 2025-26 
NACDA Athletics Director of 
the Year Award.

Ruffin was one of just 28 
athletic directors nationwide 
selected for the award and 
one of only four recipients 
from NCAA Division II in-
stitutions. He was also the 
lone honoree representing 
a Historically Black College 

free throws.
Brunson then hit a floater 

to give the Knicks their first 
lead of the game with 1:22 
left. The teams traded turn-
overs, after which Stephon 
Castle hit two free throws 
to put the Spurs up 106-105 
with 30.3 seconds left.

After Brunson failed to hit a 
short shot, Anunoby blocked 
De’Aaron Fox’s layup attempt, 
setting up an inbounds play 
with 5.7 seconds left. Brunson 
missed a long 3-point attempt, 
but Anunoby, who was at the 
3-point arc across the floor 
from Brunson, swooped into 
the paint, outleaped Dylan 
Harper and tapped the ball 
home as the sellout crowd 
roared.

“I don’t know if there was a 
play bigger than (that) in the 
history of Knicks basketball,” 
Brown said.

Towns, 7 inches taller than 
Harper, guarded the latter on 
the ensuing inbounds pass. 
Harper threw the ball over 
Wembanyama’s head, and 
Castle, surrounded by Mitch-
ell Robinson and Josh Hart, 
couldn’t corral the ball or get 
a shot off as time expired.

“We, from the mud, found 
a way to get it done,” Towns 
said. “As anyone who lives 
in New York knows, if you 
want to make it in this city, 
you have to be OK getting 
out of the mud. And we did 
that tonight.”

The Knicks flooded the floor 
as a KNICKS WIN graphic 
flashed atop the scoreboard.

“Just happy that we found 
a way to come away with a 
win,” Brunson said. “But just 
there’s nothing — there’s noth-
ing to celebrate. It’s not over 
yet, not even close.”

Brunson finished with 36 
points, seven assists and five 
rebounds. Anunoby had 33 
points and four rebounds 

MIRACLE
From 9A

County played with energy 
from start to finish despite 
holding a commanding lead 
throughout the second half.

Summer basketball results 
often matter less than devel-
opment, but Davis has liked 
what he has seen from his 
team in recent weeks.

The Trojans may be inex-

perienced, but they are gain-
ing confidence with every 
workout.

And on Tuesday, they looked 
nothing like a team replacing 
four starters.

The summer showcase 
continued Wednesday with 
games being played at both 
Lee County High School and 
Monroe High School as area 
teams continued preparations 
for the upcoming season.

LEE
From 9A

Patriots’ victory and later 
spent time with the Seattle 
Seahawks before returning 
to New England.

The presence of a coach 
with deep Albany roots only 
strengthened Louisville’s 
appeal.

Now Mallard hopes to fol-
low a similar path, begin-
ning with one final season 
at Westover before heading 
to the ACC.

Before Tuesday’s cere-
mony concluded, Westover 
principal William Chunn of-
fered congratulations and a 
challenge.

“A job well done,” Chunn 
said.

Then he looked toward 
the season ahead.

“I am so proud of Kyson. 
I expect him to lead these 
Westover Patriots this year.”

After spending much of 
the last year battling back 
from injury, Mallard now 
has two goals in front of him 
— leading Westover this fall 
and eventually protecting 
quarterbacks on Saturdays 
at Louisville.

Tuesday’s announcement 
marked an important step 
toward both.

Kyson is the son of Kay-
la and Bennie Mallard of 
Albany.

STAR
From 9A

THE FLATS – Junior catcher Vahn Lackey has been 
named the 2026 Johnny Bench Award winner for the 
best collegiate catcher in Division I, the Cincinnati Reds 
announced today. Lackey, the Atlantic Coast Confer-
ence Defensive Player of the Year, was the most feared 
catcher in college baseball this season, consistently get-
ting runners out on the base paths, either by catching 
them stealing or with back-picks, while also becoming 
one of the best hitters in the nation.

Georgia Tech becomes the first program with three 
Johnny Bench Award winners as Lackey joins Joey Bart 
(2018) and Kevin Parada (2022) on the all-time list. The 
Yellow Jackets are one of three programs with multiple 
award winners, along with Florida State and Southern 
California, and the only one with more than two.

Lackey delivered an incredible 2026 season, slashing 
.397 avg / .519 OBP / .772 slug. over 61 games with 20 
home runs, 78 RBI and 85 runs scored. He is second in 
the nation with a 5.66 WAR and his 1.39 runs-per-game 
were the most in Power 4. His .397 average is the highest 
among Division I catchers this season and his 1.291 OPS 
is Top 10 in the country as he rocketed up draft boards 
to become the most coveted catcher in the draft class.

He led the most potent offense in the BBCOR era in 
runs scored (85), slugging % (.772), on-base (.519) and 
walks (50) while stealing 15 bases for the second year 
in a row. Lackey’s 85 runs scored this season are the 
sixth most in program history and the most by any Yel-
low Jacket since 2000 while driving in 78 RBI, the 12th 
most in a single season. His .772 slugging is tied with 
Mark Teixeira (2000) for the second highest slugging 
percentage of any Yellow Jacket this century, behind 
only Drew Burress’ freshman season (.821).

Behind the dish, Lackey is the most feared arm in col-
lege baseball, catching six attempted base stealers and 
catching five more with back picks. Teams don’t test 
Lackey often in the run game, only attempting to steal in 
the most optimal of times against him, due to his repu-
tation. Defensively, Lackey helped guide the GT pitch-
ing staff to the ACC ERA title this season with a 4.36 
ERA, the lowest in the conference during league games.

Georgia Tech’s Lackey 
wins Johnny Bench award

Cup features matches against 
Algeria on June 16 in Kansas 
City, Mo.; against Austria on 

June 22 at Arlington, Texas, 
and against Jordan on June 
27 at Arlington. Special Photo: Kameron Taylor

Georgia Tech’s Vahn Lackey races around the bases 
during the Yellow Jackets’ run to the College World Se-
ries. Lackey was honored Tuesday with the Johnny Bench 
Award as college baseball’s top catcher.

Staff Reports
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after a pregame pep talk 
from Brown.

“I told OG — as big, as 
strong, as athletic as he is 
— he’s got to be a monster on 
the offensive glass tonight,” 
Brown said. “He took on the 
challenge and he went and 
won the game for us doing 
exactly what I called him 
out for during shootaround 
today.”

Towns added 13 points 
and 10 rebounds.

Wembanyama finished 
with 24 points and 13 re-
bounds. Harper scored 21 
points off the bench for the 
Spurs, while Devin Vassell 
and Fox had 18 points each. 
Castle contributed 13 points.

Wembanyama (13 points) 
and Vassell (12) combined 
for 25 points during the first 
quarter, when the Spurs shot 
a blistering 65.2% — and held 
the Knicks to 29.4% shoot-
ing — to take a 41-22 lead.

The Spurs kept the Knicks 
at bay in the second, and San 
Antonio led by as many as 
29 before ending the half 
with a 76-49 edge.

Now San Antonio must try 
to match the 2016 Cleveland 
Cavaliers, the only team to 
overcome a 3-1 series defi-
cit and win the NBA Finals.

“I think it’s going to go one 
of two ways,” Wembanyama 
said. “The bad one would 
be giving up. The good one 
would be getting stronger 
through this, getting more 
together. I know this is what 
we’re going to do.”

Kristene Kelly

and University.
“Receiving the NACDA Di-

vision II Athletics Director 
of the Year Award is truly 
a humbling honor,” Ruffin 
said. “While my name may 
be on the award, this recog-
nition belongs to Tuskegee 
University, our student-ath-
letes, coaches, staff, admin-
istration, Board of Trustees, 
alumni and supporters who 
believe in our vision.”

Clark Atlanta University’s 
Joseph Arnold also repre-
sented the SIAC as a featured 
speaker during two Nation-
al Association for Athletics 
Compliance sessions. Arnold, 
the school’s deputy athlet-
ic director for compliance 
and sports administration, 
spoke on supporting coach-
es through transitions and 
addressing student-athlete 
mental health at smaller in-
stitutions.

“Having the opportunity 
to speak to peers and col-
leagues, grounded in your 
own perspective and experi-
ences, especially in this rap-
idly changing landscape, is 
always a moment for reflec-
tion,” Arnold said.

Allen University’s Deslyn 
Haywood was honored as 
one of two recipients nation-
ally of the 2026 NAAC Rising 
Star Award, which recognizes 
emerging leaders in athletics 
compliance.

Haywood played a key role 
in Allen’s transition from the 
NAIA to NCAA Division II 
while overseeing eligibility, 
financial aid monitoring and 
student-athlete welfare ini-
tiatives.

The SIAC praised all four ad-
ministrators for representing 
the conference on a nation-
al level and showcasing the 
leadership present through-
out the league.

For Albany State, Kelly’s 
participation highlighted the 
growing influence of the Gold-
en Rams beyond competition 
fields and courts.

As college athletics faces 
challenges ranging from NIL 
regulations and transfer por-
tal issues to student-athlete 
welfare and leadership devel-
opment, Kelly and her peers 
are helping shape the conver-
sations that will influence the 
future of collegiate sports.

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com
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EARTHWEEK
Diary of a Changing World

Lamar County man faces life in prison for armed drug distribution

ALBANY – A Lamar Coun-
ty resident set for trial this 
week admitted that he pos-
sessed firearms in further-
ance of drug trafficking at a 
plea hearing and is facing up 
to life in prison for his crime.

Gregory Alexander Twymon, 
35, of Barnesville, pleaded guilty 
to one count of possession of 
a firearm in furtherance of a 
drug trafficking crime before 
U.S. District Judge C Ashley 
Royal. Twymon faces a manda-
tory minimum of five years up 
to a maximum of life in prison, 
to be followed by three years 
of supervised release and a 

$250,000 fine. A sentencing 
date will be determined by 
the court. There is no parole 
in the federal system.

“Armed drug traffickers will 
be brought to justice in the 
Middle District of Georgia,” 
U.S. Attorney Will Keyes said. 

“We thank the Lamar County 
Sheriff’s Office and ATF for 
helping us hold the defendant 
accountable and for their on-
going work to uphold the law 
and make our communities 
safer for everyone.”

“This conviction reflects the 
hard work and dedication of 
our investigators, prosecutors, 
and law enforcement partners 
who worked tirelessly to hold 
this offender accountable,” 
Lamar County Sheriff Brad 
White said. “Illegal drug ac-
tivity threatens the safety and 
well-being of our communities, 
and we remain committed to 
identifying, investigating and 
prosecuting those who choose 
to engage in the distribution 

of dangerous narcotics. We 
hope this outcome sends a 
clear message that drug traf-
ficking will not be tolerated, 
and those responsible will be 
brought to justice.”

According to court docu-
ments and statements refer-
enced in court, Lamar County 
Sheriff’s Office deputies exe-
cuted a lawful search of Twy-
mon’s Barnesville apartment. 
Officers located two safes in 
his bedroom, two cellphones, 
cash, digital scales and mari-
juana. Inside the safes, officers 
found approximately 49 grams 
of 100% pure methamphet-
amine, 25 homemade meth-
amphetamine pills, a 9mm 
pistol with an obliterated se-

rial number, a .25 ACP pistol, 
a loaded extended magazine 
that appeared to have been 
made from two magazines, 
and ammunition.

Twymon was being trans-
ported to another jail facil-
ity when he asked to speak 
to a detective before leaving. 
Twymon told the detective 
that the bulk of the metham-
phetamine he picks up from a 
supplier is gone as soon as he 
gets home, that he only keeps 
what he wants of the metham-
phetamine, and that he took 
the guns from a guy and put 
them in his safe to keep them 
off the streets.

A review of Twymon’s cell-
phones contained proof that 

he was actively purchasing and 
distributing methamphetamine, 
detailed his purchase of the 
9mm pistol with the obliterated 
serial number, and contained 
text messages about repairing 
the .25 ACP pistol after it was 
damaged by a cousin of Twy-
mon’s. Twymon now admits 
that the firearms were in his 
possession for personal pro-
tection and the protection of 
the methamphetamine.

The ATF and the Lamar 
County Sheriff’s Office are 
investigating the case. Assis-
tant U.S. Attorneys Julius Jef-
ferson and Tamara Jarrett are 
prosecuting the case for the 
government.
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By Steve Newman

Airborne plastic particles 
may be contributing to glob-
al warming by absorbing 
sunlight and trapping heat in 
the atmosphere, according to 
a new study published in Na-
ture Climate Change. 

Researchers found that 
colored microplastics absorb 
far more solar energy than 
previously believed, with 
darker particles having the 
strongest warming effects. 

The study estimates that 
atmospheric microplastics 
could produce about one-
sixth of the warming impact 
already caused by soot. 

Scientists say the tiny 
particles originate from the 
breakdown of plastic waste, 
including packaging, cloth-
ing and vehicle tires, before 
being carried around the 
globe by wind.

A sharp tremor in 
the Philippines’ 
Eastern Samar 
province caused 

scattered damage.
• Earth movements were 

also felt in islands near Bali, 
New Zealand’s Bay of Plen-
ty, Japan’s Nara prefecture, 
the Iran-Iraq border region, 
Mexico’s Oaxaca state and 
western Nevada.

Plastic Warming

Hawaiian Glow

Vanishing Reds

Volcanic Darkness

Bird Bias

Pacific Cyclone

Cameras pointed toward 
Hawaii’s sunset skies in late 
April recorded strange green 
bands caused by a rare atmo-
spheric phenomenon usually 
hidden from human sight.

Not aurora, the shimmer-
ing bands over the Pacific 
baffled officials before sci-
entists traced the display to 
a rare atmospheric glow pro-
duced high above Earth. 

Known as airglow, the 
phenomenon occurs when 
oxygen atoms energized by 
solar radiation slowly re-
lease that energy back into 
the atmosphere as faint 
green light.

Normally imperceptible 
to people below, the glow 
becomes visible through 
sensitive cameras capable of 
capturing light too dim for 
human eyes to see. 

One of Britain’s most fa-
miliar woodland creatures 
may be slipping quietly to-
ward extinction in England.

Conservation groups 
warn that native red squirrels 
now survive only in scat-
tered northern strongholds 
after decades of pressure 
from invasive gray squir-
rels, introduced from North 
America in the late 1800s. 

Once common across 
Britain, the reds have steadi-
ly retreated as gray squirrels 
spread squirrelpox, a virus 
lethal to reds but harmless to 
the invaders themselves.

Recommended solutions 
include controlling the gray 
population and developing a 
squirrelpox vaccine.

Urban birds in Europe 
appear to flee sooner when 
approached by women than 
by men, according to a new 
study that has left research-
ers without an explanation. 

Scientists measured how 
close a person could get be-
fore birds flew away, using 
more than 2,700 observa-
tions of 37 species in cities 
across five countries. 

Writing in the journal 
People and Nature, research-
ers said that on average, birds 
took flight about 3 feet earlier 
when approached by wom-
en, even after they accounted 
for bird species, habitat and 
flock size, as well as human 
height and clothing.

The study’s authors say 
birds may be responding to 
subtle differences in move-
ment, body shape, scent or 
other cues, but the cause re-
mains unknown. 

Tropical Storm 
Hagupit formed 
near the Federated 
States of Microne-

sia and was predicted to skirt 
the remote island group of 
Yap with winds of around 60 
mph late in the week. 

Britain’s King Charles III supports a charity attempting to save Eng-
land’s endangered native red squirrels.       Photo: Save Our Reds

Dist. by: Andrews McMeel Syndication
©MMXXVI Earth Environment Service  
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A sudden blast of ash from Mayon 
volcano shrouded towns in darkness and 
forced evacuations in the central Philip-
pines, though no injuries were reported.

The ash cloud was triggered by a col-
lapse of lava deposits that sent a fast-
moving pyroclastic flow down the volca-
no’s slopes, spreading ash across dozens 
of villages and farms.

The thick ash reduced visibility to near zero and dam-
aged crops and livestock.
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NOTICE OF INTENTION 
TO INTRODUCE

LOCAL LEGISLATION
Notice is given that there will be intro-
duced at the 2026 special session of the 
General Assembly of Georgia a bill to 
provide a homestead exemption from 
Calhoun County ad valorem taxes for 
county purposes; and for other purposes.

NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO INTRODUCE

LOCAL LEGISLATION
Notice is given that there will be introduced 
at the 2026 special session of the General 
Assembly of Georgia a bill to provide a 
homestead exemption from City of Edison 
ad valorem taxes for city purposes; and for 
other purposes.

Special Logo

NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO INTRODUCE LOCAL 

LEGISLATION

Notice is given that there will be introduced 
at the 2026 special session of the General As-
sembly of Georgia a bill to provide a home-
stead exemption from City of Arlington ad 
valorem taxes for county purposes; and for 
other purposes.

categories.
According to McCormick, residential 

properties are projected to see an over-
all gross increase of approximately 6%.

Commercial and industrial proper-
ties are expected to increase by rough-
ly 20%, while agricultural land values 
could rise by as much as 83%.

McCormick said much of the agri-
cultural increase is tied to properties 
enrolled in Georgia’s Conservation 
Use Value Assessment program, which 
provides preferential tax treatment for 
qualifying agricultural land. Under 
Georgia’s CUVA program, agricultural, 
forest, and environmentally sensitive 
lands are taxed based on their produc-
tivity rather than fair market value. 

The reassessment notices are expected 
to be mailed by June 19, pending sched-
uling by the county’s printing vendor.

Once notices are mailed, property 
owners will have an opportunity to re-

view their assessments and appeal val-
ues if they believe they are inaccurate.

The update comes as county officials 
continue efforts to restore confidence in 
the property tax process following the 
rollback rate calculation error that led 
to widespread scrutiny of the county’s 
tax digest procedures.

Earlier this year, Lee County lead-
ers and the Tax Commissioner’s Office 
approved a joint resolution adopting 
corrected rollback rates after a review 
conducted under Board of Tax Asses-
sors Chairman Philip Husain identi-
fied irregularities in data used during 
the 2025 tax digest process.

Refund checks began being mailed 
in June and are being administered by 
the Lee County Tax Commissioner’s 
Office on behalf of participating local 
governments.

County officials said the ongoing re-
valuation effort is intended to ensure 
property values accurately reflect cur-
rent market conditions and comply 
with state assessment standards ahead 
of preparation of the 2026 tax digest.

LAND
From 2A

Many people are curious about the small 
machines known as AEDs that can be seen 
in offices, schools and various public build-
ings. These devices are lifesaving tools. 

AED stands for automated external de-
fibrillator, indicates the American Red 
Cross. An AED is used to help those ex-
periencing sudden cardiac arrest. It ana-
lyzes the heart’s rhythm and can deliver 
an electrical shock (defibrillation), if nec-
essary, to help the heart re-establish an 
effective rhythm. 

The device is meant to be user-friendly. 
Awareness of what an AED is and how to 
use it could save someone’s life. Schools 
may offer courses on AED use, but certifi-
cation courses also are available through 
the Red Cross. Although generally rare, 
cardiac arrest can occur even in youngsters. 

The American Heart Association says 
there is a higher incidence rate among 
male basketball and football players com-
pared to other young athletes. Having an 
AED near sports fields and courts can be 
crucial for survival. 

DID YOU KNOW?



Dive In:
(Feature Impact) Sum-

mer will be here before you 
know it, but before you start 
digging out the bathing suits, 
beach towels and sunscreen, 
be sure to take time to prep 
your pool for the swimming, 
tanning and splashing to come.

Deep Clean
Start by giving your pool a 

good scrub. Remove debris 
such as leaves, branches, rocks 
and other items that may have 
collected over. Then use your 
cleaner of choice and a hard 
brush to scour the walls and 
floor to remove algae, stains 
and loose dirt.

Apply an Algaecide
No one wants to swim in 

green water with slimy surfac-
es. To prevent algae growth, 
add an algaecide to the wa-
ter. These chemical cleaning 
agents are best used preven-
tatively to keep algae spores 
from growing and water clear.

Shock It Up
Shocking a pool is simpler 

way to describe superchlo-
rination - a process that in-
volves adding a large amount 
of chlorine to destroy bacteria, 
algae and other contaminants 

that may have formed. As for 
how much shock to use, usu-
ally about 1 pound of shock 
per 10,000 gallons of water 
for routine pool maintenance.

Lessons in (Water) Chem-
istry

A healthy pool season is all 
about the right mix of chemi-
cals and pH levels. Before you 
get into testing mode, you’ll 
need to have a water testing 
kit on hand. Begin the process 
by testing the pH levels of the 
water and adjust as needed 
to keep the pH between 7.2-
7.8. Keeping the pH levels in 
this range helps prevent skin 
irritation and eye discomfort.

Filter First
As much as you may be ready 

to dive in after the prep work, 
you’ll want to run the filter 
first - for at least one full day. 
It helps distribute the shock 
and algaecide throughout the 
water and remove any lin-
gering bacteria to help en-
sure your pool stays clear 
and clean.

Find more tips to get your 
pool ready for summer at 
eLivingtoday.com.
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FEATURE IMPACT

Homeowners are 
approaching exterior 
remodeling with a 
sharper focus than 

ever before. Higher material 
costs, longer project timelines 
and a growing emphasis on 
long-term value are reshaping 
how they make decisions. 

The “new rules of remodeling” 
are clear: Success depends on 
striking the right balance between 
style, durability and overall cost 
of ownership.

Curb appeal still matters, 
but not at the expense of 
performance or maintenance 
demands. Likewise, upfront 
savings mean little if materials 
require frequent repair or 
replacement. The most effective 
projects begin with thoughtful 
planning and product selection 
while keeping an eye on long-
term outcomes.

To get a better understanding 
of these updated guidelines, 
consider this guidance from 
the home remodeling experts 
at Westlake Royal Building 
Products, a leader in the 
manufacturing of siding 
and accessories, trim and 
moulding, roofing, stone, 
windows and outdoor living.

The New Rules of Remodeling How to Balance Style, 
Durability and Cost

Planning Takes Precedence
Digital tools are playing a larger role in helping 
homeowners make informed decisions earlier  
in the remodeling process. In fact, nearly  
30% of homeowners plan to invest more than 
10 hours researching before hiring a contractor, 
highlighting a shift toward more deliberate, 
front-loaded planning, according to Modernize’s 
2025 Homeowner Insights survey. Platforms 
like Design Canvas reflect this change. The tool 
allows users to visualize exterior renovations 
using realistic previews, experiment with 
materials and color palettes and generate product 
lists, all before beginning construction.

This kind of planning reduces uncertainty and 
helps avoid costly mid-project changes, which 
is part of a broader trend: More homeowners are 
investing significant time toward researching 
projects upfront to ensure smarter, more 
efficient execution. Homeowners can now test 

design choices, align expectations with budgets 
and move forward with greater confidence.

“With the launch of our new website and 
Design Canvas, our goal was to create a 
seamless and inspiring experience that reflects 
the innovation and breadth of our product 
offerings,” said Steve Booz, vice president of 
marketing at Westlake Royal Building Products. 
“This is a launch pad where customers can 
explore everything Westlake Royal has to offer, 
discover the right products for their next project 
and bring their visions to life through creativity, 
education and interactive design.”

Durability is as Important as Style
Once the homeowner establishes a clear vision, 
material selection becomes the next critical step. 
That is particularly true for siding, which plays a 
central role in both aesthetics and protection.

Products like TruExterior 
Lap Siding demonstrate how 
manufacturers are responding to 
modern homeowner priorities. 
Designed to replicate the look of 
traditional cedar, it delivers the 
depth and shadow lines associated 
with classic wood siding, without 
the vulnerabilities that often come 
with it.

Its poly-ash composition provides 
resistance to warping, cracking 
and splitting while maintaining 
dimensional stability in varying 
climates. The material can be 
installed with standard tools, 
painted in a wide range of colors 
and even used in ground-contact 
applications. These attributes 
translate to lower maintenance 
requirements and fewer long-term 
repair costs.

This combination of aesthetic 
flexibility and durability directly 
supports the new remodeling 
framework. Homeowners no longer 
need to choose between appearance 
and performance. They can achieve 
both while staying within budget.

Cost and Timing are Still 
Deciding Factors
Timing and cost efficiency also 
factor into the equation. Projects 
that begin with clear planning and 
reliable materials tend to move 
more smoothly, avoiding delays tied 
to redesigns, product substitutions 
or unexpected maintenance 
considerations, which can also help 
keep the project on budget.

Ultimately, the new rules of 
remodeling are less about tradeoffs 
and more about alignment. Style, 
durability and cost are no longer 
competing priorities. Rather, they 
are interconnected elements of a 
successful project.

As the remodeling landscape 
continues to change, those who 
approach projects with this balanced 
mindset will be best positioned to 
achieve results that look better, last 
longer and cost less over the long 
haul. Explore products and design 
tools to assist with your next project at 
westlakeroyalbuildingproducts.com.

HOW TO PREP YOUR
POOL FOR SUMMER

Photo courtesy of Shutterstock
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ALBANY – When I showed 
up at Hank Hammond’s shop 
in Lee County to talk with him 
about his journey as a knife-
maker, I expected to find him 
working on a new commission. 
Instead, he was polishing a knife 
he had made a year earlier for a 
cowboy in New Mexico.

“He lost it; it fell out of the 
sheath while he was working,” 
Hammond said. “He found it a 
couple of months later. I’d already 
built him another one because he 
called to tell me it was ‘gone for 
good.’ I told him to keep looking 
because it’ll show up on the trail 
one day after a thousand cattle 
move over it.

“He found it, but it was rusted 
up and the edge was roughed up.”

The cowboy sent Hammond 
the knife, and with a little TLC, 
some buffing, and a new edge 
the knife was indistinguishable 
from the new blades on Ham-
mond’s bench.

The knife’s survival and the 
willingness of the cowboy to 
immediately replace it are a tes-
timonial to the quality and du-
rability of the knives that bear 
Hammond’s “Double H” mak-
er’s mark.

Sitting in Hammond’s shop, 
two things are immediately ap-
parent. He’s a man that enjoys 
creating things with his hands. 
And he has a passion for the 
outdoors. The antlers of elk and 
deer hanging from the rafters 
are a testimony to his ability as 
a hunter. However, while talk-
ing to Hammond, it’s apparent 
that much of the satisfaction 
he derives from hunting comes 
from sharing the experience with 
others, particularly his wife, chil-
dren, and grandchildren.

With this in mind, it is only 
natural that his knife designs and 
the knives he builds are refined 
and functional. The patterns 
hanging on the shop wall range 
from small utilitarian blades 
that could easily dress a quail 
or do common camp chores to 
robust blades ready to skin and 
break down any species of North 
American game animal, includ-
ing moose and elk.

It is soon apparent that Ham-
mond is a die-hard elk hunter.

“I would easily trade the Geor-
gia deer season that runs from 
September through December 

for a week of elk hunting out 
West,” he said.

Hammond has personally har-
vested and dressed out 19 elk, 
the largest scoring 364 inches. 
Perhaps that’s why his knife de-
signs are focused on form follow-
ing function, resulting in a blade 
that not only looks good but fits 
the hand naturally and performs 
in the field when put to the task 
it was built to do.

“I make hunting knives, stan-
dard hunting knives,” he said. 
“My first design over 40 years 
ago was myersonal hunter.”

Today many of Hammond’s 
knives are named after creeks 
and rivers with historical sig-
nificance to his life and that of 
his family. These include the 
Kinchafoonee, Little River, and 
Keowee.

For southwest Georgians, Ham-
mond’s Kinchafoonee is an ob-
vious choice for a knife maker 
whose shop is a stone’s throw 
from the creek of that name. 
The Little River and Keowee 
patterns reference his South 
Carolina roots.

“The Little River flowed past 
our family farm in South Caro-
lina,” Hammond said. “Lake Ke-
owee was created in the 1970s to 
serve as the water source used 
to cool the nuclear power plant 
built there. The lake covered all 
but 80 acres of the family’s farm.

Asked how his journey as a 
knifemaker began, Hammond 
said, “It’s the typical knifemak-
er’s story: I thought I could make 
something better than what I 
was seeing in gun shops and 
I’ve been doing it for 44 years.”

During that time, Hammond 
has made more than 4,200 blades. 
With that depth of work, his 

reputation as a knifemaker has 
achieved global recognition, and 
his blades can be found not only 
in collections but being put to 
use in hunting camps around 
the world, a fact that has led to 
his induction into the Knifemak-
ers’ Guild.

The guild was established in1970 
by the premier knifemakers in the 
country at that time, including 
renowned makers Blackie Col-
lins, R.W. Loveless and A.G. Rus-
sell. Over the decades the guild 
has become the who’s who in 
the world of handmade knives.

As prestigious as the recogni-
tion is ,Hammond said he be-
lieves that you “keep working 
and perfecting your craft and 
maybe your reputation does ac-
count for some sales. But most 
of mine are sold to people that 
see my knives work and reach 
out and contact me,” he added.

The knifemaker said a typical 
order often starts with a phone 
call that goes like this: “‘You don’t 
know me, but my name is Fred 
Smith, and you made a knife for 
my brother in Washington state. 
He had a knife that I just loved, 
and you made it. Can you make 
me one just like it?’”

Obviously, with the number of 
knives Hammond has made, a 
few additional clues are required 
to accurately complete the order. 
Although he creates knives from 
a variety of materials, including 
state-of-the-art stainless and Da-
mascus steels, he still believes 
that there’s nothing like a good 
carbon steel knife blade. This is 
evident when the conversation 
turns to vintage knives manu-
factured by Case and Old Timer.

“I have a soft spot in my heart 
for carbon steel,” Hammond 

said. “I do have some really top-
notch carbon steel that I build 
my blades out of. 

“But what really pulls at my 
heart is old vintage files. I’ve got 
some I made over here for you 
look at. They were made from 
a Nu-Cut carbon file. The files 
are about this long and that wide 
and you could beat somebody 
to death with it,” he proclaimed 
while using his hands to illus-
trate their robust size.

He showed me the pair made 
from the same file with matching 
Siam Rosewood scales (handle 
material) from Vietnam. The file 
cuts on the quarter-inch spine 
of carbon steel blade were vis-
ible, sandwiched between the 
exotic wood. There was no doubt 
that these were knives that were 
made to not only be admired but 
stand up to hard use in the field.

Although made of identical 
materials, the Flint River Hunter 
and Kinchafoonee Hunter were 
designed individually with one 
focused on skinning and the 
other for breaking down the 
carcasses of large game animals. 
At the same time, either would 
also perform any camp chore 
with ease.

“The thing that’s so cool about it 
is that the file work goes through 
to the handle,”Hammond said. 
That’s what everybody loves.”

Each of his knives comes with 
hand-crafted leather sheaths to 
protect buyers’ investment.

Although Hammond has built a 
reputation on his hunting knives, 
he also has other designs, includ-
ing some very nice fillet knives 
with smaller patterns similar to 
trout and bird knives. He says 
he puts about 30 hours into each 
of his knives and considerably 
more time into his custom builds.

He has a considerable backlog 
on his custom builds, so buy-
ers should be prepared to wait 
for the delivery of their dream 
blade. Hammond’s knives can 
be found on eBay, Instagram at 
DoublehKnives, or by contact-
ing him directly at Godogs1011@
gmail.com.

By Tom Seegmueller
news@albanyherald.com

ALBANY– Although it has 
been well over a half-century 
I can still remember my great 
uncle Rosser Malone handing 
me a small polished leather 
case with an Aub Garcia bait 
casting reel inside.

Maybe, that moment is 
etched into my memory be-
cause he presented me with 
the gift while I was sitting 
alone during the wake prior to 
my maternal grandmother’s 
funeral. To my surprise, the 
case not only held the shiny 
new red reel but a tool and 
the spare parts necessary to 
maintain it.

My introduction to the great 
outdoors came during the 
era when even the greenest 
tenderfoot knew that a fire-
arm needed to be thorough-
ly cleaned every time it was 
used. However, until I saw 
the spare parts and tool in 
that reel case, it had never 
occurred to me that a fish-
ing reel needed cleaning or 
maintenance.

Proper maintenance of fish-
ing reels will ensure that they 
not only provide peak perfor-
mance but will be a lasting in-
vestment, a fact highlighted 
by the fact that I still fish with 
the red reel I received more 
than 60 years ago.

Following each fishing trip, 
especially those in salt water, 
reels should be rinsed with 
fresh water. This removes 
dirt and sand as well as pol-
lutants and salt. Wipe the ex-
terior with a soft cloth and, 
if necessary, use a mild soap 
solution.

However, before doing any 
deep cleaning involving dis-
assembly, refer to the reel’s 
owner’s manual for specif-
ic instructions or go online 
to become familiar with the 
procedure.

Fishing reels are intricate 
devices composed of numerous 
synchronized moving parts.

For the best results and 
least frustration, work on a 
flat, clean surface with good 
lighting.

Assemble the necessary tools 
and materials needed before 
you begin. This includes hav-
ing the appropriate degreas-
ers and lubricants to ensure 
synthetic materials are not 
damaged during the process.

Soft clothes and Q-tips will 
be useful for cleaning small 
parts and tight spaces. A set 

of precision screwdrivers and 
nut drivers are also necessary 
due to the small size of most 
parts. Fortunately, proper tools, 
cleaning supplies, and lubri-
cants are at sporting goods 
stores and online.

When beginning the pro-
cess of disassembling a reel, 
lay out the parts removed in 
an orderly manner. It is of-
ten helpful to use a phone to 
take a series of pictures dur-
ing the process, a reminder 
of how they were installed 
before removal. This is par-
ticularly helpful for those who 
have to stop the project for 
even a brief period of time. 
There’s nothing worse than 
reassembling something only 
to discover there are a few 
“spare parts” laying on the 
workbench when “done.”

For those who are not me-
chanically inclined and fear 
doing more harm than good 
in an attempt to clean or re-
pair a reel, an online search 
can provide information asso-
ciated with professional reel 
cleaning and repair services. 
Most major reel manufactur-
ers offer warranty and repair 
services if a simple cleaning 
does not cure mechanical 
problems associated with 
a reels.

Even well-maintained reels 
will not function efficiently if 
the line stored on them is not 
routinely replaced. Indus-
try standards recommend 
changing the line annually 
or more frequently if it shows 
signs of wear. Fresh line can 
mean the difference between 
a good cast, hook set or even 
the ability to land a fish.

Allowing the line to run 
through fingers during a slow 
retrieve is one way to check

for nicks and frayed line 
that might be hard to see. 
Monofilament lines gener-
ally require more frequent 
replacement than braided 
lines. Twists, curls and kinks 
in a line are other indicators 
that the line needs to be re-
placed. Protecting the line 
from unnecessary exposure 
to ultraviolet light by using 
reel covers or rod lockers can 
help protect the line from 
the impact of prolonged UV 
exposure.

A well-maintained reel not 
only enhances chances of 
landing big fish, it can offer 
the opportunity to use a piece 
of tackle to build memories 
through the decades.

Fish aren’t the
only things that
need cleaning

Red Snapper (Coastal/Federal): 

July 1, 2026, to August 31

Shrimp (Cast Netting): 

Reopens July 15

Alligator:  

Aug. 15 (sunset) – Oct. 6 (sunrise)

Staff Photo: Tom Seegmueler
Knifemaker Hank Hammond’s work is internationally renowned. 

Special Photo & Logo

Geer like fishing reels must be cleaned regularly.

Special Photo
Hank Hammond shapes a 
blade in his workshop.

Special Photo
Hank Hammond creates spe-
cial knives in his Leesburg shop.

By Tom Seegmueller
news@albanyherald.com

Knifemaker’s 
creations a
cut above
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TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD
CALL 229-888-9300
Hours: Monday-Friday 

8:30 AM - 5:00 PM
(Publishes on Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday)

Albany 
Classifieds

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE

Houses for Sale

RENTAL PROPERTY
FOR SALE AS IS or

RENT TO OWN.
 230 Frost  St. off East

Broad Ave. 3 BR, 1 bath,
newly renovated. 
863-608-2477 or

linkedgar@outlook.com

SERVICE 
DIRECTORY
Home Repair/
Remodeling

   ENHANCED
REMODELING 
& DRYWALL

 Drywall Repair Services
 Popcorn Removal
 Level 5 Drywall Finish
 Water Damage Repair
 Texture Matching
 Tape & Float
 Moldy Drywall Repair
 Demolition

WE DO SMALL 
AND BIG JOBS!

229-364-2997
Hernandez

912-432-3016
Residential-Commercial-Renovations

PAINTING 
AND HOME

REPAIR
Tile work, 

popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.

Just one call, 
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES

 229-349-5475
Landscaping/

Lawn Care
New Temple Praise

Lawn Care
Raymond Kennebrew

229-603-5899
raymondkennebrew19@gmail.com

Miscellaneous

Employer: Phoebe Physician Group,
Inc.
Position: Pediatric Hospitalist
Physician
Location: Albany, Dougherty
County, Georgia
Duties: As a pediatric hospitalist
physician, employee will diagnose
and treat medical conditions,
diseases and injuries of internal
organ systems in pediatric hospital
inpatients who do not require
surgical intervention. Employee will
also order and interpret laboratory
tests. Treatment consists of
long-term, comprehensive care.
Employee will provide medical care
consistent with internal medicine.
Minimum Requirements: Doctor of
Medicine (M.D.) from an accredited
medical school in the U.S. (or foreign
equivalent). Must have an active or
pending Georgia medical license;
must have passed all parts of the
U.S. Medical Licensing Examination
(USMLE); must have certification by
the Educational Commission for
Foreign Medical Graduates
(ECFMG). Completion of a 3 year
U.S. residency in pediatrics. Must be
board eligible in pediatrics.
Resume to: Jenny Sledge,
jsledge@phoebehealth.com

MERCHANDISE

Garage Sale
Moving Sale: Sat June 13th,
8am-12pm. 265 Brenda Lane
Albany. Large Variety of Items

Good Things to Eat
BLUEBERRIES U-Pick $10
We Pick $20 per gal. 2730
Leary Rd, Albany Mon-Sat
7am-7pm. May 30–July 4
FMI 229-869-1409 Barry

Miscellaneous 
for sale

For Sale Burial crypt G-70 for
two Crown Hill Mausoleum.
Market value $8,000. Call
229-881-3417 with offer

JOBS

Full-Time
Fire Fighting Pilot for
Thrush Aircraft, LLC in
Albany, GA. Pilot fixed-wing
aircraft as Pilot in
Command to deliver newly
manufactured aircraft to
international customer loca-
tions worldwide, including
pre-flight planning, route
analysis, weather evalua-
tion, fuel planning, &
compliance with applicable
aviation regs & operational
procedures. Provide ground
& flight instruction to
customer pilots on aircraft
operations, including simu-
lator training, aircraft sys-
tems, standard & emer-
gency procedures, &
specialized operational
training programs such as
aerial firefighting, mountain-
ous terrain operations, &
train-the-trainer instruction.
Req: 5 years of experience
in Fire Fighting Piloting. Mail
resume to Thrush Aircraft,
LLC at 300 Old Pretoria Rd.
Albany, GA 31721.

Volunteers of America
Southeast

The Millennium Center –
Cuthbert, GA

Women’s Recovery &
Substance Use 

Services Director

Program Director needed
for managing the daily
operations of a substance
use treatment program in
Cuthbert, GA. Minimum
requirements include a
Bachelor’s Degree in a
related field and CAC Level
II (or Master’s + CAC Level
I), 5+ years working with
individuals with substance
use disorders and at least 1
year of supervisory
experience. For more
information and application
instructions, go to
www.voase.org/careers.
EOE/Drug Free Workplace/
E-Verify.

Albany Legals
Construction/
Service Bids

A-571
INVITATION TO BID

Phase E Street Resurfacing
BID REF. #26-062

Sealed bids will be received by the
City of Albany, Procurement Division,
222 Pine Avenue, Suite 260, Albany,
GA, 31701, until 2:30 PM, July 9,
2026. A Pre-Bid Conference will be
at 10:00 AM, June 16, in the
Procurement division office. A 5%
Bid Bond is required of all bidders.
Bid documents can be obtained from
Procurement, the Georgia
Procurement Registry, and
www.albanyga.gov. For additional
information contact Destin Adams,
Buyer I, dadams@albanyga.gov  
\by\ Michael Eaton, Chief Financial
Officer

June 13, 2026

Debtors & 
Creditors

NOTICE TO 
DEBTORS AND CREDITORS 

RE: ESTATE NO 2025-ES-024

All Debtors and Creditors of the
Estate of Roe Helen Gaiter,
deceased, late of Dougherty County,
Georgia, are hereby notified to
render their demands to the
undersigned according to law, and all
persons indebted to said Estate are
required to make immediate
payment.

This 6th day of June, 2026.

Virgil Gaiter
Administrator of the Estate of 
Roe Helen Gaiter
114 Kindred Way
Glen Burnie, MD 21061

A-382
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND

CREDITORS
IN RE: ESTATE OF Ganiyu Titilayo
Oladunjoye, DECEASED

All creditors of the estate of
Ganiyu Titilayo Oladunjoye,

deceased, late of Dougherty County,

Debtors & 
Creditors

Georgia, are hereby notified to
render their demands to the
undersigned according to law, and all
persons indebted to said estate are
required to make immediate payment
to me.
Busurat K. Oladunjoye, Administrator
of
Ganiyu Titilayo Oladunjoye,
deceased
3907 Edith Drive
Albany, GA 31721

May 23, 30, June 6, 13, 2026
A-493

NOTICE TO DEBTORS &
CREDITORS

All creditors of the estate of LOUIE
LAMB, SR., late of Dougherty
County, deceased, are hereby
notified to render in their demands to
the undersigned according to law,
and all persons indebted to said
estate are required to make
immediate payment.
This 18th day of May, 2026
Louie Lamb, Jr.
Executor of the Estate of
Louie Lamb, Sr., deceased
c/o David W. Orlowski
1604 W. Third Avenue
Albany, GA  31707

May 23, 30, June 6, 13, 2026
A-562

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND
CREDITORS

All creditors of the Estate of Bettie
Jean Richardson, late of Dougherty
County, Georgia, deceased, are
hereby notified to render in their
demands to the undersigned
according to law; and all persons
indebted to said estate are required
to make immediate payment.
This 5th day of June, 2026.

Sherman Willis, Attorney for
   Harriet Loretta Richardson

Executor of the Estate of Bettie Jean
Richardson
GARDNER WILLIS PLAIRE &
WILSON, LLP
P.O. Drawer 71788
Albany, Georgia 31708-1788
229-883-2441

June 13, 20, 27, July 4, 2026
A-504

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND
CREDITORS 

STATE OF GEORGIA, 
COUNTY OF DOUGHERTY 
All creditors of the Estate of
ROBERT WAYNE SKAGGS
deceased, late of Dougherty County,
Georgia, are hereby notified to
render their demands to the
undersigned according to law, and all
persons indebted to said estate are
required to make immediate payment
to us. 
This 23rd day of May, 2026. 
Michael C. Hall, 
Administrator of the Estate of Robert
Wayne Skaggs P.O. Drawer 70639 
Albany, Georgia 31708-0639 
Hall & Williamson, P.C. 

May 23, 30, June 6, 13, 2026
A-555

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND
CREDITORS

GEORGIA, DOUGHERTY COUNTY:
All creditors of the Estate of

LINDA R. BAILEY, deceased, late of
Dougherty County, Georgia, are
hereby notified to render their
demands to KAREN BAILEY SMITH,
3753 GA Hwy 313,  Sylvester,
Georgia 31791, Administrator with
Will Annexed of said estate, in
accordance with Georgia law, and all
persons indebted to said estate are
required to make immediate payment
to said Administrator with Will
Annexed of said estate.

This the 2nd  day of  June, 2026.
NATHAN C. JOHNSON
KELLEY & JOHNSON, LLC
Attorneys for the Estate of
LINDA R. BAILEY, Deceased

June 6, 13,  20, 27, 2026
A-546

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND
DEBTORS 

STATE OF GEORGIA 
COUNTY OF DOUGHERTY 
IN RE: ESTATE OF GILBERT G.
WARD, DECEASED 
All creditors of the estate of Gilbert
G. Ward, deceased, late of
Dougherty County, Georgia, are
hereby notified to render their
demands to the undersigned
according to law, and all persons
indebted to said estate are required
to make immediate payment to the
undersigned Executor of the Estate
of Gilbert G. Ward. 
This 2nd day of June, 2026. 
Shawndra Everett, Executor of the
Gilbert G. Ward, Estate 
113 SE Rosewood Drive 
Albany, Georgia 31705 
or 
MOORE, CLARKE, DuVALL &
RODGERS, P.C. 
2829 Old Dawson Road 
Post Office Drawer 71727 
Albany, Georgia 31708-1727 
(229) 888-3338 

June 6, 13, 20, 27, 2026

A-491
NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND

DEBTORS 
STATE OF GEORGIA 
COUNTY OF DOUGHERTY 
IN RE: ESTATE OF RANDY
MICHAEL HENRY, DECEASED 
All creditors of the estate of Randy
Michael Henry, deceased, late of
Dougherty County, Georgia, are
hereby notified to render their
demands to the undersigned
according to law, and all persons
indebted to said estate are required
to make immediate payment to the
undersigned Co- Executor's of the
Estate of Randy Michael Henry 
This 15th day of May, 2026. 
Amanda Sue Moore, Co-Executor of
the Randy Michael Henry Estate 
PO Box 324 
Tuscarawas, Ohio 44682 
or 
Brandi Michelle Henry, Co-Executor
of the Randy Michael Henry Estate 
PO Box 66 
Sale City, Georgia 31784 
or 
Joshua Carl Henry, Co-Executor of
the Randy Michael Henry Estate 
15 Covey Cave Drive 
Dawson, Georgia 39842 
or 
MOORE, CLARKE, DuVALL &
RODGERS, P.C. 
2829 Old Dawson Road 
Post Office Drawer 71727 
Albany, Georgia 31708-1727 (229)
888-3338 

May 23, 30, June 6, 13, 2026

Debtors & 
Creditors

A-550
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND

CREDITORS 
STATE OF GEORGIA 
COUNTY OF DOUGHERTY 
NOTICE is hereby given to all
debtors and creditors of the Estate of
Reuben  William Schroeder of said
county, deceased, to render an
account of their demands to  the
undersigned within the time
prescribed by law. All persons
indebted to the estate are  hereby
requested to make immediate
payment to the undersigned.  
This 3rd day of June 2026. 
Mary Lucille Schroeder, Executor of
the  
Estate of Reuben William Schroeder 
c/o William D. Moorhead III 
314 W. Residence Ave. 
Albany, GA 31701

June 6, 13, 20, 27, 2026
A-514

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND
CREDITORS 

STATE OF GEORGIA 
COUNTY OF DOUGHERTY 
NOTICE is hereby given to all
debtors and creditors of the Estate of
Bebe Annice  Watson of said county,
deceased, to render an account of
their demands to the  undersigned
within the time prescribed by law. All
persons indebted to the estate are 
hereby requested to make immediate
payment to the undersigned.  
This 26th day of May 2026. 
Bandi Watson Nason, Administrator  
of the Estate of Bebe Annice Watson
c/o S. Tanner Lowe, Esq. 
314 W. Residence Ave. 
Albany, GA 31701

May 30, June 6, 13, 20, 2026
A-515

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND
CREDITORS 

STATE OF GEORGIA 
COUNTY OF DOUGHERTY 
NOTICE is hereby given to all
debtors and creditors of the Estate of
Marian Whaley  Arnold of said
county, deceased, to render an
account of their demands to the 
undersigned within the time
prescribed by law. All persons
indebted to the estate are  hereby
requested to make immediate
payment to the undersigned.  
This the 26th day of May, 2026. 
John Stephen Arnold, Executor of
the  
Estate of Marian Whaley Arnold 
c/o William D. Moorhead III 
314 W. Residence Ave 
Albany, GA 31701

 June 6, 13, 20, 27, 2026
A-541

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND
CREDITORS 

STATE OF GEORGIA 
COUNTY OF DOUGHERTY 
NOTICE is hereby given to all
debtors and creditors of the Estate of
Frank Gerald  Story of said county,
deceased, to render an account of
their demands to the undersigned 
within the time prescribed by law. All
persons indebted to the estate are
hereby requested  to make
immediate payment to the
undersigned.  
This 1st day of June, 2026. 
Paula K. Higginbotham, Executor of
the  
Estate of Frank Gerald Story 
c/o William D. Moorhead III, Esq. 
314 W. Residence Ave 
Albany, GA 31701

June 6, 13, 20, 27, 2026
A-498

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND
CREDITORS 

STATE OF GEORGIA 
COUNTY OF DOUGHERTY 
NOTICE is hereby given to all
debtors and creditors of the Estate of
Kenderson  Hill of said county,
deceased, to render an account of
their demands to the undersigned 
within the time prescribed by law. All
persons indebted to the estate are
hereby requested  to make
immediate payment to the
undersigned.  
This 19th day of May, 2026. 
Tango Hill, Executor of the  
Estate of Kenderson Hill 
c/o William D. Moorhead III, Esq. 
314 W. Residence Ave. 
Albany, GA 31701

May 23, 30, June 6, 13, 2026
A-496

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND
CREDITORS 

GEORGIA, DOUGHERTY COUNTY 
All creditors of the estate of SUSIE
LYNNETTE JORDAN MULLINS,
deceased, late of said State and
County, are hereby notified to render
their demands to the undersigned
according to law, and all persons
indebted to said estate are required
to make immediate payment to the
undersigned Executor. 
This 19th day of May, 2026. 
To be published: Four consecutive
Saturdays 
Julie Hamby, as Executor of the
Estate of Susie Lynnette Jordan
Mullins, deceased c/o Perry &
Walters, LLP 
Post Office Box 71209 
Albany, Georgia 31708 

May 23, 30, June 6, 13, 2026
A-528

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND
CREDITORS

State of Georgia,
County of DOUGHERTY
Estate No. 2026-ES-090
All creditors of the Estate of Paul
David Boyd, deceased, late of
Dougherty County, Georgia, are
hereby notified to render their
demands to the undersigned
according to law, and all persons
indebted to said Estate are required
to make immediate payment to the
undersigned Administrator.
Joshua Cummingham
Administrator of the Estate of Paul
David Boyd
c/o Christopher A. Flowers.
504 N. Jefferson Street
Albany, GA 31701

June 6, 13, 20, 27, 2026

Miscellaneous
A-556

Municipal Communications, LLC is
proposing to construct a 199-foot

overall height monopole
telecommunications structure near

7108 Newton Road, Albany,
Dougherty County, Georgia (31° 27’

38.8”N, 84° 15’ 0.8”W). Municipal
Communications, LLC invites 

Miscellaneous
comments from any interested party
on the impact the proposed
undertaking may have on any
districts, sites, buildings, structures,
or objects significant in American
history, archaeology, engineering, or
culture that are listed or determined
eligible for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places.
Comments may be sent to
Environmental Corporation of
America, ATTN: Annamarie Howell,
1375 Union Hill Industrial Court,
Suite A, Alpharetta, GA 30004 or via
email to publicnotice@eca-usa.com.
Ms. Howell can be reached at (770)
667-2040 x 108 during normal
business hours. Comments must be
received within 30 days of the date of
this notice. 26-000242b/CLS

June 13, 2026

Name Changes
A-489
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF
DOUGHERTY COUNTY, STATE OF
GEORGIA, In Re:  the name change
of the child, THIAGO ELIAM VAIL
DIAZ, a minor child, Civil Action  File
No.:  SUCV2026000375 VJ. 
NOTICE OF PETITION TO
CHANGE NAME OF MINOR CHILD.
 Brenda Aracely Vail Diaz and Rudy
Anselmo Che Xol, filed this Petition in
the Superior Court of Dougherty
County, Georgia, on the 23rd  day of
June, 2026, to change the name of
the minor child as follows:  Current
Name of Child:  THIAGO ELIAM
VAIL DIAZ, Year of birth: 2025;
Proposed New Name:  THIAGO
ELIAM CHE VAIL.  Any interested or
affected party has the right to appear
and file objections within thirty days
as set forth in O.C.G.A.
§18-12-1(f)(2) and (3).  This 14th
day of May, 2026.  Brenda Aracely
Vail Diaz and Rudy Anselmo Che
Xol, Petitioners.
By Kimberly D. Lamb
Brimberry Kaplan & Brimberry, P.C. 
P. O. Box 1805
Albany, GA 31702
(229) 436-0537

May 23, 30, June 6, 13, 2026

Probate Court 
Administration

A-517
GEORGIA, DOUGHERTY COUNTY

PROBATE COURT
IN RE: ESTATE OF: JOAN DORN
TEDESCO
ESTATE FILE NO: 2026-ES-126
Christopher Lee Tedesco has
petitioned to be appointed
administrator of the estate of JOAN
DORN TEDESCO, Deceased, of
said County.  (The Petitioner has
also applied for certain powers
contained in O.C.G.A.  53-12-261,
and waiver of
bond/reports/statements.)   All
interested parties are hereby notified
to show cause why said petition
should not be granted.  All objections
to the petition must be in writing,
setting forth the grounds for any
such objections, and must be filed
with the court on or before June 22,
2026. 
All pleadings/objections must be
signed before a notary public or
before a probate court clerk, and
filing fees must be tendered with
your pleadings/objections, unless
you qualify to file as an indigent
party.  Contact probate court
personnel at the following
address/telephone number for the
required amount of filing fees.  If any
objections are filed, a hearing will be
scheduled at a later date.  If no
objections are filed, the petition may
be granted without a hearing.
Leisa G. Blount
Judge, Probate Court 
Dougherty County, GA
P.O. Box 1827
Albany, GA 31702
(229) 431-2102

May 30, June 6, 13, 20, 2026
A-536
GEORGIA, DOUGHERTY COUNTY

PROBATE COURT
IN RE: ESTATE OF: KATHY JEAN
HAMRICK
ESTATE FILE NO: 2026-ES-149
John Clark has petitioned to be
appointed administrator of the
estate of KATHY JEAN HAMRICK,
Deceased, of said County.  (The
Petitioner has also applied for certain
powers contained in O.C.G.A. 
53-12-261, and waiver of
bond/reports/statements.)   All
interested parties are hereby notified
to show cause why said petition
should not be granted.  All objections
to the petition must be in writing,
setting forth the grounds for any
such objections, and must be filed
with the court on or before June 29,
2026. 
All pleadings/objections must be
signed before a notary public or
before a probate court clerk, and
filing fees must be tendered with
your pleadings/objections, unless
you qualify to file as an indigent
party.  Contact probate court
personnel at the following
address/telephone number for the
required amount of filing fees.  If any
objections are filed, a hearing will be
scheduled at a later date.  If no
objections are filed, the petition may
be granted without a hearing.
Leisa G. Blount
Judge, Probate Court 
Dougherty County, GA
P.O. Box 1827
Albany, GA 31702
(229) 431-2102

June 6,13, 20, 27, 2026
A-535
GEORGIA, DOUGHERTY COUNTY

PROBATE COURT
IN RE: ESTATE OF: LARRY HUNT
ESTATE FILE NO: 2026-ES-191
TO: GWENDOLYN W. BRASWELL
AND TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN
Bobbi Porto has petitioned to be
appointed administrator of the
estate of LARRY HUNT, Deceased,
of said County.  (The Petitioner has
also applied for certain powers
contained in O.C.G.A.  53-12-261,
and waiver of
bond/reports/statements.)   All
interested parties are hereby notified
to show cause why said petition
should not be granted.  All objections
to the petition must be in writing,
setting forth the grounds for any
such objections, and must be filed
with the court on or before June 29,
2026. 

All pleadings/objections must be 

Probate Court 
Administration

signed before a notary public or
before a probate court clerk, and
filing fees must be tendered with
your pleadings/objections, unless
you qualify to file as an indigent
party.  Contact probate court
personnel at the following
address/telephone number for the
required amount of filing fees.  If any
objections are filed, a hearing will be
scheduled at a later date.  If no
objections are filed, the petition may
be granted without a hearing.
Leisa G. Blount
Judge, Probate Court 
Dougherty County, GA
P.O. Box 1827
Albany, GA 31702
(229) 431-2102

June 6, 13, 20, 27, 2026
A-538
GEORGIA, DOUGHERTY COUNTY

PROBATE COURT
IN RE: ESTATE OF: STELLA PETE
ESTATE FILE NO: 2026-ES-193
Reve Pete has petitioned to be
appointed administrator of the
estate of STELLA PETE, Deceased,
of said County.  (The Petitioner has
also applied for certain powers
contained in O.C.G.A.  53-12-261,
and waiver of
bond/reports/statements.)   All
interested parties are hereby notified
to show cause why said petition
should not be granted.  All objections
to the petition must be in writing,
setting forth the grounds for any
such objections, and must be filed
with the court on or before June 29,
2026. 
All pleadings/objections must be
signed before a notary public or
before a probate court clerk, and
filing fees must be tendered with
your pleadings/objections, unless
you qualify to file as an indigent
party.  Contact probate court
personnel at the following
address/telephone number for the
required amount of filing fees.  If any
objections are filed, a hearing will be
scheduled at a later date.  If no
objections are filed, the petition may
be granted without a hearing.
Leisa G. Blount
Judge, Probate Court 
Dougherty County, GA
P.O. Box 1827
Albany, GA 31702
(229) 431-2102

June 6, 13, 20, 27, 2026
A-500
GEORGIA, DOUGHERTY COUNTY

PROBATE COURT
IN RE: ESTATE OF: BARBARA
TURNER
ESTATE FILE NO: 2026-ES-180
Sharmille “Nichole” Edmonson
has petitioned to be appointed
administrator of the estate of
BARBARA TURNER, Deceased, of
said County.  (The Petitioner has
also applied for certain powers
contained in O.C.G.A.  53-12-261,
and waiver of
bond/reports/statements.)   All
interested parties are hereby notified
to show cause why said petition
should not be granted.  All objections
to the petition must be in writing,
setting forth the grounds for any
such objections, and must be filed
with the court on or before June 22,
2026. 
All pleadings/objections must be
signed before a notary public or
before a probate court clerk, and
filing fees must be tendered with
your pleadings/objections, unless
you qualify to file as an indigent
party.  Contact probate court
personnel at the following
address/telephone number for the
required amount of filing fees.  If any
objections are filed, a hearing will be
scheduled at a later date.  If no
objections are filed, the petition may
be granted without a hearing.
Leisa G. Blount
Judge, Probate Court 
Dougherty County, GA
P.O. Box 1827
Albany, GA 31702
(229) 431-2102

May 30, June 6, 13, 20, 2026

Probate Court 
12 mth Support

A-566
GEORGIA, DOUGHERTY COUNTY

PROBATE COURT
IN RE: ESTATE OF: JAMES
FREDERICK BLANFORD
ESTATE FILE NO: 2026-ES-201

NOTICE OF PETITION TO FILE
FOR YEAR’S SUPPORT

The Petition of Frances
Chapman Blanford for a year’s
support from the estate of JAMES
FREDERICK BLANFORD,
Deceased, for Decedent’s surviving
spouse having been duly filed, all
interested persons are hereby
notified to show cause, if any, on or
before July 9, 2026, why said
petition should not be granted.

All objections to the petition must
be in writing, setting forth the
grounds for any such objections, and
must be filed on or before the time
stated in the preceding sentence.  All
pleading/objections must be signed
before a notary public or before a
probate court clerk, and filing fees
must be tendered with your
pleadings/objections, unless you
qualify to file as an indigent party. 
Contact probate court personnel at
the following address/telephone
number for the required amount of
filing fees.  If any objections are filed,
a hearing will be scheduled at a later
date.  If no objections are filed, the
petition may be granted without a
hearing.
Leisa G. Blount
Judge, Probate Court 
Dougherty County, GA
P.O. Box 1827
Albany, GA 31702
(229) 431-2102

June 13, 20, 27, July 4, 2026

Probate Court Wills
A-569
CASE NAME:  DENNIS ORRIN
GILLETLY  
CASE NO: 2026-ES-101              
GEORGIA, DOUGHERTY COUNTY
PROBATE COURT
IN RE: The Petition to Probate Will
in Solemn Form in the
above-referenced estate having
been duly filed,
TO: DANIEL BRENDAN GILLETLY
(SON OF DECEDENT), EDWARD
M. BACARRI, and ALL OTHER
INTERESTED PARTIES

Probate Court Wills
This is to notify you to file objection,
if there is any, to the Petition to
Probate Will in Solemn Form, in this
Court on or before July 6, 2026. 
Be notified further:  All objections to
the petition must be in writing, setting
forth the grounds of any such
objections.  All objections should be
sworn to before a notary public or
before a Probate Court Clerk, and
filing fees must be tendered with
your objections, unless you qualify to
file as an indigent party.  Contact
probate court personnel for the
required amount of filing fees. If any
objections are filed, a hearing will be
scheduled at a later date.  If no
objections are filed, the petition may
be granted without a hearing.
Leisa G. Blount
Probate Judge
P.O. Box 1827
Albany, GA 31702
(229) 431-2102

June 13, 20, 27, July 4, 2026

Probate Court 
Discharge

A-570
NOTICE

(For Discharge Soley from Office)
PROBATE COURT OF

DOUGHERTY COUNTY
ESTATE NO: 2025-ES-052

PETITION OF LISA LUKE TURPIN
FOR DISCHARGE AS PERSONAL

REPRESENTATIVE 
OF THE ESTATE OF: FRANK

(“BUCKY”) H. TURPIN, III
TO: ALL INTERESTED PARTIES

This is to notify you to file
objection, if there is any, to the
above referenced petition, in this
Court on or before June 23, 2026. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER:  All
objections to the petition must be in
writing, setting forth the grounds for
any such objections.  All
pleadings/objections must be signed
before a notary public or before a
probate court clerk, and filing fees
must be tendered with your
pleadings/objections, unless you
qualify to file as an indigent party. 
Contact probate court personnel at
the following address/telephone
number for the required amount of
filing fees.  If any objections are filed,
a hearing will be scheduled at a later
date.  If no objections are filed, the
petition may be granted without a
hearing.
LEISA G. BLOUNT, PROBATE
JUDGE
Dougherty County Probate Court
Post Office Box 1827
Albany, GA 31702-1827
(229) 431-2102

June 13, 2026

Public Sales/
Auctions

A-563 
ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLE

ADVERTISEMENT NOTICE
You are hereby notified, in
accordance with OCGA 40-11-19 (a)
(2), that each of the below
referenced vehicles are subject to a
lien and a petition may be filed in
court to foreclose a lien for all
amounts owed.  If the lien is
foreclosed, a court shall order the
sale of the vehicle to satisfy the debt.
 Vehicles are currently located at: A1
Wrecker Service 
The vehicles subject to liens as
stated above are identified as: 

Make: Ram
Model: 2500
Year: 2023
Vin #: 3C6UR5CL1PG637356
Tag: NONE
State: GA

Make: BMW    
Model: 3 Series 
Year: 2011
Vin #:WBAPH7C57BE130710
Tag: NONE
State: 

Anyone with an ownership interest in
any of these vehicles should contact
the following business immediately: 
 A1 Wrecker 
213 7th Ave 
Albany, GA   31701 
Phone: (229)-436-3990 

June 13, 20, 2026
A-554

ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLE
ADVERTISEMENT NOTICE

You are hereby notified, in
accordance with OCGA 40-11-19 (a)
(2), that each of the below
referenced vehicles are subject to a
lien and a petition may be filed in
court to foreclose a lien for all
amounts owed.  If the lien is
foreclosed, a court shall order the
sale of the vehicle to satisfy the debt.
 Vehicles are currently located at: A1
Wrecker Service 
The vehicles subject to liens as
stated above are identified as: 

Make: Dodge
Model: Avenger
Year: 2013
Vin #: 1C3CDZAB1DN725383
Tag: NONE
State: GA

Make: Toyota    
Model: RAV4
Year: 2004
Vin #:JTEHD20V940008050
Tag: NONE
State: 

Anyone with an ownership interest in
any of these vehicles should contact
the following business immediately: 
A1 Wrecker 
213 7th Ave 
Albany, GA   31701 
Phone: (229)-436-3990   

June 6, 13, 2026

A-551 
NOTICE OF SALE

 Family Heirloom Storage of Albany
431 S. Mock Rd
Albany GA 31705
Personal property consisting of
sofas, TV’s, clothes, boxes,
household goods and other personal
property used in home, office or
garage will be sold or otherwise
disposed of at public sale on the date
& time indicated below to satisfy
Owners Lien for rent & fees due in
accordance with Georgia Statutes:
Self-Storage Act,  All items or spaces
may not be available for sale.  Credit
cards only for all purchases & tax
resale certificates required, if
applicable. OWNER RETAINS THE
RIGHT TO BID
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Public Sales/
Auctions

A006     D. Bright
B024     E. Echols
B025     W. Shively
B032     E. Echols
C004     C. Coleman
C014     T. Kelly-Kerce
F003      K. Windom
G002     E. Mitchell
G005     M. Parker
G010     E. Goodwin
G029     D. McFarland
H003     K. Lafrenz
H018     T. Shorts
H019     S. Beach
H020     M. Wright
H037     T. Green
I002       J. Green
I019      W. Johnson
I025      S. Jones
I034      R. Allen
J002     M. Milledge
J006     M. Milledge
J019      E. Moore
J022      M. McConnell
J028      D. McFarland
J034      M. McConnell
K035      E. West
L001      G. Wynn
L013     L. Milledge
M027    M. McConnell
N005      A. Williams

Auction will be held at
www.bid13.com and will end on or
after 11:00AM on 06/22/2026

June 6, 13, 2026
A-542
Auction Date: June 24, 2026 
Hickory Grove Storage 
1159 Hwy 82 W 
Leesburg, GA 31763 
The following units at Hickory Grove
Storage will be sold to the highest 
bidder on June 24, 2026 at 10:00am.
The auction will be whole bin
absolute sale. Buyers will have until 
Saturday June 27, 2026 at 5:00 pm
to remove all property. 
Units must be left in broom clean
condition. 

Unit # 1177
Name: Victoria Whitlow
Items: Household items 

Unit # 6015
Name: Victoria Whitlow 
Items: Household items 

Unit # 6028
Name: Victoria Whitlow 
Items: Household items 

June 6, 13, 2026
A-547
You are hereby notified, in
accordance with OCGA 40-11-19 (a)
(2), that each of the
below-referenced vehicles are
subject to a lien and a petition may
be filed in court to foreclose a lien for
all amounts owed. If the lien is
foreclosed, a court shall order the
sale of the vehicle to satisfy the debt.
The vehicles are currently located at
Hook Em Towing and Wrecker
Service – 204 Poplar Street Albany,
Ga 31707.The vehicles subject to
liens as stated above are identified
as:

Vehicle Make: KIA              
Year: 2017            
Model: CADENZA       
Vehicle ID#:  KNALC4J12H5093859
Vehicle License #:  SLE2672             
State: GA

Vehicle Make:  KIA              
Year: 2012              
Model: FORTE               
Vehicle ID#: KNAFU4A29C5487905
Vehicle License #: 4414TX               
State SC

Vehicle Make:  NISSAN     
Year: 2011             
Model: MAXIMA            
Vehicle ID#: 1N4AA5AP1BC826678
Vehicle License #: AAE1NK               
State GA

Vehicle Make:  TOYOTA      
Year: 2005             
Model: CAMRY US LE     
Vehicle ID#: 4T1BE32K15U989769
Vehicle License #: DDI3059              
State GA

Vehicle Make: FORD           
Year:  2014           
Model:  FUSION                   
vehicle ID#: 3FA6P0K94ER293268
Vehicle License #: SFN4578              
State GA

Vehicle Make: FORD          
Year:  2014           
Model:  FUSION                   
Vehicle ID#: 3FA6P0K9XER119110
Vehicle License #: CQD7960             
State GA

Vehicle Make: CHEVROLET   
Year:  2015        
Model:  MALIBU                   
Vehicle ID#: 1G11C5SL0FF312821
Vehicle License #: SKL1838              
State GA

Anyone with an ownership interest in
any of these vehicles should contact
the following business immediately:
Business Name: Hook Em Towing
and Wrecker Service Address: 204
Poplar Street Albany, Ga 31707   
Telephone #: 229-496-2011

June 6, 13, 2026
A-548

 ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLE
PETITION ADVERTISEMENT

You are hereby notified, in
accordance with O.C.G.A. Section
40-11-19.1, that petitions were filed
in the Magistrate Court of County to
foreclose liens against the vehicles
listed below for all amounts owed. If
a lien is foreclosed, the Court shall
order the sale of the vehicle to
satisfy the debt. The present location
of the vehicles is: Hook Em Towing
and Wrecker Service – 204 Poplar
Street Albany, Ga 31707. Anyone
with an ownership interest in a
vehicle listed herein may file an
answer to the petition on or before:
_June 22, 2026. Answer forms may
be found in the Magistrate Court
Clerk’s office located at: 225 Pine
Ave – Albany, Ga 31701
Forms may also be obtained online
a t
www.georgiamagistratecouncil.com.

Vehicle DESCRIPTION: GATOR
50-S3 EXPRESS (BLACK MOPED)
Year:  UNKN 
Vehicle ID#: L2BB9NCCXRB201384

Vehicle License #: UNKN         
State UNKN  
Magistrate Court Case No: 
2026-149AV

Vehicle Make:  NISSAN            
Year: 2011        
Model: MAXIMA            
Vehicle ID#: 1N4AA5AP1BC826678
Vehicle License #: AAE1NK      
State GA   Magistrate Court Case
No:  2026-132AV

Anyone with an ownership interest in
any of these vehicles should contact
the following business immediately:

Business Name: Hook Em Towing 

Public Sales/
Auctions

and Wrecker Service Address: 204
Poplar Street Albany, Ga 31707
Telephone #: 229-496-2011

June 6, 13, 2026
A-404

 Public Auction 
Location: 

Royal Storage 
2801 Palmyra Road 
Albany, GA 31707 

229-446-2038 
Date & Time: 

Tuesday, June16, 2026 
Bids due by 12:00 PM Sharp 
Auction by Sealed Bid Only 

Viewing: 
Monday, June 15, 2026 

9:00 am – 5:00 pm 
117 Lonnie Green: Boxes, kids
battery car, tools, tires &  misc.

324 Ann Hicks: Boxes, furniture,
cooler, chest & misc. 329 Ann Hicks:
Boxes, dolly, totes & misc.

331 Janet Jediny: Furniture,
refrigerator, exercise bike,  boxes &
misc. 

740 Baily Earnest: Mattress,
boxspring, chair, appliance & misc.

May 30, June 6, 13, 2026
A-558

ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLE
ADVERTISEMENT NOTICE

You are hereby notified, in
accordance with OCGA §
40-11-19(a) (2), that each of the
below-referenced vehicles are
subject to a lien and a petition may
be filed in court to foreclose a lien for
all amounts owed. If the lien is
foreclosed, a court shall order the
sale of the vehicle to satisfy the debt.
The vehicles are currently located at
Professional Locators and Recovery,
Inc. 1107 Centennial Ave. Albany,
GA 31707. The vehicle(s) subject to
liens as stated above are identified
as:

2024 Toyota Corolla, Silver, 
VIN# 5YFB4MDE1RP216047, 
Tag# P7677665 GA 

2017 Honda Civic, Black, 
VIN# SHHFK7H53HU234240, 
Tag# SGV0888 GA

2013 Dodge Dart, Gray, 
VIN# 1C3CDFBA9DD146703, 
Tag# FPJY63  FL

2005 Cadillac CTS, Gray, 
VIN# 1G6DP567950176635, 
Tag# TLX731 GA

2000 Honda Accord, Gold, 
VIN# 1HGCG1659YA033572, 
Tag# TGB8618 GA

2010 Honda Accord, Blue, 
VIN# 1HGCP2F79AA040003, 
Tag# TEU0819 GA

June 13, 20, 2026
A-533

ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLE
ADVERTISEMENT NOTICE:

You are hereby, in accordance with
OCGA 40-11-19 (A) 2, that petitions
were filed in the Magistrate Court of
Dougherty County to foreclose liens
for all amounts owed. If the lien is
foreclosed, a court shall order the
sale of the vehicle to satisfy the debt.
The vehicle is currently located at:
Strums Elite Towing & Recovery,
2800 Phillips Drive Albany Ga 31721.
Anyone with an ownership interest in
this vehicle should contact the
business above.

VIN: 2CNDL13F876071216
Year: 2007
Make: CHEV
Model: Equinox*

Vin: 1G1BL52WXTR156554
Year: 1996
Make: CHEV
Model: Caprice Classic*

Vin: KMHCT4AE5HU197429
Year:2017
Make: Hyundai
Model: Accent *

Vin: 1GNEC13Z25R249973
Year: 2005
Make: CHEV
Model: Tahoe*
Trim: Z71*

June 6, 13, 2026
A-540
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE 
Notice is hereby given that Tony's
Towing & Wrecker Service, Albany,
Georgia, pursuant to O.C.G.A.
40-11-2, will sell at public auction the
following abandoned motor vehicles
for towing, storage, and related
charges. 
Sale Date: June 23,2026 
Sale Time: 10:00 A.M
Sale Location: Tony's Towing &
Wrecker Service, 
1541 E Broad Ave Albany, Ga 31705
229-405-3930 
Vehicles: 

[2016] [CHRY] [200] VIN
#[1C3CCCAB1GN101152] 

[2012] [DODGE] [CHARGER] VIN
#[2C3CDXHGOCH185974] 

[2015] [CHEV] [CRUIZE] VIN
#[1G1PE5SB4F7207480] 

2012 CHEY 200 
VIN #1C3CCBAB2CN1313393 

2013 KIA OPTIMA 
VIN # 5XXGM4A71DG153707 

2005 Chevy Silverado 
VIN #2GCEK19B15134595

The vehicles will be sold AS IS to the
highest bidder. Tony's Towing &
Wrecker Service reserves 
the right to reject any and all bids. 

June 6, 13, 2026

Foreclosures
A-537

MAGISTRATE COURT OF
DOUGHERTY COUNTY, GEORGIA
Case No: 2026-96 AV
912 318 4037  
Rusty Moore Body Shop 
288 MacDonald Lane
Tifton, GA 31794
rustymoorebodyshop@gmail.com,
Plaintiff
vs.
Vikero Kegler
1608 W. Highland Avenue
Albany, GA 31707
Vehicle Owner
Motor Vehicle Description:
2007 Honda Accord 
Blue 4 door 
1HGCM56497A008533 

PETITION FOR ABANDONED
MOTOR VEHICLE LIEN

FORECLOSURE 
NOW COMES PETITIONER, a 
towing or storage facility, repair
facility salvage dealer, and files this
petition to foreclose on the
above-referenced abandoned motor
vehicle. 
Date vehicle was left at repair facility:

Foreclosures
11/1/2025
Date information was requested from
Department of Revenue or
authorized entity (copy of owner
information attached): 1/12/2026 
Date and method of first notice was
mailed: 1/21/2026.
The accrued fees allowed under
OCGA § 40-11-19, as set forth
below, have not been paid. 
PETITIONER PRAYS that the lien be
foreclosed and an order be issued to
allow for public sale of the vehicle to
satisfy a lien for the following 
amounts: 
Removal (Towing) Fee: $0.00
Storage: (At $50.00 per day for 10
days) $100.00
Future Storage Fee: $50.00 per day
from date of filing this action through
25 
Repair Fees (if applicable, with
invoice attached): $ 3000.00 
Cost of Obtaining Owner Information:
$2.00
Notification/Advertising Fees: $10.48
TOTAL: $3112.48
PETITIONER ALSO PRAYS for
prejudgment interest at the rate of
4% per annum from which the
OCGA § 40-11-19 notification was
received, 15% attorney's fees (if
applicable), and all costs of court. 
Sworn to and Subscribed before me 
This 23rd day of March, 2026.
KMerks
Notary Public or Clerk 
My Commission Expires: 
Alexis MacDonald
Plaintiff/Attorney for Plaintiff 

SUMMONS 
YOU MUST FILE AN ANSWER TO
THIS CLAIM NO LATER THAN TEN
(10) DAYS FROM RECEIPT OF
THIS NOTICE USING THE
STANDARDIZED ANSWER FORM
PROVIDED. FAILURE TO FILE A
TIMELY ANSWER WILL RESULT IN
FORECLOSURE OF THE LIEN AND
A COURT ORDER AUTHORIZING
DISPOSITION OF THE VEHICLE
PURSUANT TO OCGA 40-11-19.2. 

June 6, 13, 2026
A-499
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

UNDER POWER
DOUGHERTY COUNTY, GEORGIA
Under and by virtue of the Power of
Sale contained in a Security Deed
given by Willie C. Davis  to Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., as grantee, as nominee for
Suntrust Mortgage, Inc., dated
January 22, 2004, and recorded in
Deed Book 2737, Page 286,
Dougherty County, Georgia
Records, as last transferred to Truist
Bank by assignment recorded on
March 31, 2026 in Book 5374 Page
121 in the Office of the Clerk of
Superior Court of Dougherty County,
Georgia Records, conveying the
after-described property to secure a
Note in the original principal amount
of One Hundred Eighty-Three
Thousand Four Hundred Forty-Nine
and 0/100 dollars ($183,449.00), with
interest thereon as set forth therein,
there will be sold at public outcry to
the highest bidder for cash before
the courthouse door of Dougherty
County, Georgia, within the legal
hours of sale on July 7, 2026, the
following described property: 
All that tract or parcel of land lying
and being in Dougherty County,
Georgia, and being all of Lot 23 of
Doublegate Woods Subdivision,
Phase 2, according to a map or plat
of said subdivision as same is
recorded in Plat Cabinet 1, Slide
B-85, in the office of the Clerk of
Superior Court of Dougherty County,
Georgia. 
The debt secured by said Security
Deed has been and is hereby
declared due because of, among
other possible events of default,
failure to pay the indebtedness as
and when due and in the manner
provided in the Note and Security
Deed.  The debt remaining in default,
this sale will be made for the purpose
of paying the same and all expenses
of this sale, as provided in Security
Deed and by law, including
attorney’s fees (notice of intent to
collect attorney’s fees having been
given).
The entity having full authority to
negotiate, amend or modify all terms
of the loan (although not required by
law to do so) is: Truist Bank they can
be contacted at (800) 443-1032 for
Loss Mitigation Dept, or by writing to
1001 Semmes Avenue, Richmond,
Virginia 23224, to discuss possible
alternatives to avoid foreclosure.
Said property will be sold subject to
any outstanding ad valorem taxes
(including taxes which are a lien, but
not yet due and payable), any
matters which might be disclosed by
an accurate survey and inspection of
the property, any assessments,
liens, encumbrances, zoning
ordinances, restrictions, covenants,
and matters of record superior to the
Security Deed first set out above.
To the best knowledge and belief of
the undersigned, the party in
possession of the property is WILLIE
C DAVIS or tenant(s); and said
property is more commonly known
as 2304 Ashford Dr, Albany, GA
31721.
The sale will be conducted subject to
(1) confirmation that the sale is not
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy
Code (2) final confirmation and audit
of the status of the loan with the
holder of the security deed and (3)
any right of redemption or other lien
not extinguished by foreclosure.
Truist Bank as Attorney in Fact for
Willie C. Davis.
Brock & Scott, PLLC
4360 Chamblee Dunwoody Road
Suite 310
Atlanta, GA 30341
404-789-2661
B&S file no.: 26-12179

June 13, 20, 27, July 4, 2026

A-557
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
GEORGIA, DOUGHERTY COUNTY

By virtue of a Power of Sale
contained in that certain Security
Deed from JOSEPH A LEWIS to

MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC
REGISTRATION SYSTEMS INC. AS

GRANTEE, AS NOMINEE FOR
TAYLOR, BEAN & WHITAKER

MORTGAGE CORP., dated
February 21, 2007, recorded

February 23, 2007, in Book 3293,
Page 135-149, Dougherty County,

Georgia Records, said Security
Deed having been given to secure a

Note of even date in the original
principal amount of Two Hundred

Fifty-One Thousand Nine Hundred
and 00/100 dollars ($251,900.00),

with interest thereon as provided for
therein, said Security Deed having

been last sold, assigned and
transferred to TBW

Mortgage-Backed Trust Series
2007-2, TBW Mortgage-Backed

Pass-Through Certificates, Series
2007-2, U.S. Bank National

Association, as Trustee, there will be
sold at public outcry to the highest

bidder for cash at the Dougherty
County Courthouse, within the legal

hours of sale on the first Tuesday in 

Foreclosures
July, 2026, all property described in
said Security Deed including but not
limited to the following described
property:
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF
LAND LYING AND BEING IN THE
CITY OF ALBANY, DOUGHERTY
COUNTY, GEORGIA, AND BEING
MORE PARTICULARLY
DESCRIBED AS ALL OF LOT 166,
DOUBLEGATE, INC. SUBDIVISION,
ACCORDING TO A PLAT OF SAID
SUBDIVISION AS SAME IS
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 4,
PAGE 51 (PLAT CABINET 1, SLIDE
B-26), IN THE OFFICE OF THE
CLERK OF SUPERIOR COURT,
DOUGHERTY COUNTY, GEORGIA.
THE DESCRIBED PROPERTY IS
KNOWN AS 2209 W.
DOUBLEGATE DRIVE, ALBANY,
GEORGIA 31707, ACCORDING TO
THE PRESENT SYSTEM OF
NUMBERING OF STREETS IN THE
CITY OF ALBANY, GEORGIA. THE
IMPROVEMENTS THEREON
BEING KNOWN AS 2209 WEST
DOUBLEGATE DRIVE, ALBANY,
GEORGIA - 31721.

Said legal description being
controlling, however the property is
more commonly known as 2209 W
DOUBLEGATE DR, ALBANY, GA
31721.

The indebtedness secured by
said Security Deed has been and is
hereby declared due because of
default under the terms of said
Security Deed.  The indebtedness
remaining in default, this sale will be
made for the purpose of paying the
same, all expenses of the sale,
including attorneys’ fees (notice to
collect same having been given) and
all other payments provided for
under the terms of the Security
Deed.

Said property will be sold on an
“as-is” basis without any
representation, warranty or recourse
against the above-named or the
undersigned.  The sale will also be
subject to the following items which
may affect the title: any outstanding
ad valorem taxes (including taxes
which are a lien, whether or not now
due and payable); the right of
redemption of any taxing authority;
matters which would be disclosed by
an accurate survey or by an
inspection of the property; all zoning
ordinances; assessments; liens;
encumbrances; restrictions;
covenants, and any other matters of
record superior to said Security
Deed.

To the best of the knowledge and
belief of the undersigned, the owner
and party in possession of the
property is JOSEPH A LEWIS,
ESTATE AND/OR HEIRS-AT-LAW
OF JOSEPH A LEWIS , or
tenants(s).  

The sale will be conducted
subject (1) to confirmation that the
sale is not prohibited under the U.S.
Bankruptcy Code (2) to final
confirmation and audit of the status
of the loan with the holder of the
Security Deed, and (3) purchaser’s
tendering to Rubin Lublin, LLC,
anti-money laundering information as
required pursuant to the FinCEN
Real Estate Report Rule. Failure to
provide information, could result in
rescission of the sale.

 The entity having full authority to
negotiate, amend and modify all
terms of the loan (although not
required by law to do so) is: NewRez
LLC, F/K/A New Penn Financial,
LLC, D/B/A Shellpoint Mortgage
Servicing, Loss Mitigation Dept., 75
Beattie Plce Ste. 300, Greenville, SC
29601, Telephone Number:
800-365-7107. Nothing in O.C.G.A.
Section 44-14-162.2 shall be
construed to require a secured
creditor to negotiate, amend, or
modify the terms of the mortgage
instrument.  
TBW MORTGAGE-BACKED TRUST
SERIES 2007-2, TBW
M O R T G A G E - B A C K E D
PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES,
SERIES 2007-2, U.S. BANK
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS
TRUSTEE
as Attorney in Fact for
JOSEPH A LEWIS
THE BELOW LAW FIRM MAY BE
HELD TO BE ACTING AS A DEBT
COLLECTOR, UNDER FEDERAL
LAW.  IF SO, ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE.
Attorney Contact: Rubin Lublin, LLC
3145 Avalon Ridge Place, Suite 100,
Peachtree Corners, GA 30071
Telephone Number: (877) 813-0992
Case No. SHP-26-02286-2
rlselaw.com/property-listing

June 13, 20, 27, July 4, 2026
A-534

NOTICE OF SALE
GEORGIA, DOUGHERTY COUNTY.

By virtue of a power of sale
contained in that certain Security
Deed from Kenshuna Spicer to Flint
River Habitat for Humanity, Inc.
dated May 11, 2005, recorded on
May 13, 2005 in Deed Book 2971,
Pages 275-279 in the Office of the
Clerk of Superior Court of Dougherty
County, Georgia, said Security Deed
had been given to secure that certain
Promissory Note dated May 11,
2005 between Kenshuna Spicer and
Flint River Habitat for Humanity, Inc.
in the original principal amount of
Fifty-One Thousand Seventy and
67/100 Dollars ($51,070.67), as well
as all extensions, renewals, and
modifications thereof, together with
any and all other indebtedness, of
any type or description, then or
thereafter owing by Kenshuna
Spicer, there will be sold by the
undersigned, at public outcry, to the
highest bidder for cash, before the
courthouse door in Albany,
Dougherty County, Georgia, within
the legal hours of sale on the first
Tuesday in July, 2026, the following
described property:
All that tract or parcel of land lying
and being in the City of Albany,
Dougherty County, Georgia, and
being more particularly described as
all of Lot 29, Woodland Oaks
Subdivision, Section one according
to a map or plat of said subdivision
as recorded in Plat Cabinet 1, Slide
C-51B in the Office of the Clerk of
the Superior Court of Dougherty
County, Georgia.  This property is
known as 905 Pinedale Court,
Albany, Georgia by the current
numbering system of the City of
Albany.

Notice is given that Flint River
Habitat for Humanity, ATTN: Teresa
Stanfield, 2815 Old Dawson Road,
Albany, Georgia 31707, telephone
number (229) 446-8199, is the entity
with authority to negotiate, amend,
and modify the terms of the
above-referenced Security Deed.

The indebtedness secured by the
aforementioned Security Deed has

been and is hereby declared
immediately due and payable in full
because of the failure of Kenshuna
Spicer to make timely payments in

accordance with its terms. 
Kenshuna Spicer remaining in

default, this sale shall be made for 
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the purpose of paying such
indebtedness, as well as all
expenses of this sale, including
attorneys’ fees.

The above-described property will
be sold as the property of Kenshuna
Spicer, her heirs, successors or
assigns and will be sold subject to
the following items which may affect
the title to said property: all zoning
and subdivision ordinances and/or
regulations; matters which would be
disclosed by an accurate survey or
an inspection of the property; all liens
for solid waste and the like; all real
property ad valorem taxes or
assessments, which may constitute
liens upon said property; all liens
which, under applicable law, would
take priority over the Security Deed
described above; and all easements,
restrictions, rights-of-way, security
deeds or other encumbrances of
record which have priority over the
referenced Security Deed.

THIS LAW FIRM IS
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A
DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE.

Flint River Habitat for Humanity,
as Attorney-In-Fact for Kenshuna
Spicer

DREW, ECKL &
FARNHAM, LLP
By: DAVID W. ORLOWSKI
Georgia Bar No. 554325
Attorneys for Flint River Habitat for
Humanity
Post Office Box 607
Albany, Georgia 31702-0607
(229) 431-3036

June 13, 20, 27, July 4, 2026
A-560
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER,
DOUGHERTY COUNTY Pursuant to
the Power of Sale contained in a
Security Deed given by Bennie
Harris Russell to Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., as grantee, as nominee for
Flagship Financial Group, LLC, its
successors and assigns dated
11/25/2016 and recorded in Deed
Book 4374 Page 252 Dougherty
County, Georgia records; as last
transferred to or acquired by Rocket
Mortgage, LLC, conveying the
after-described property to secure a
Note in the original principal amount
of $184,664.00, with interest at the
rate specified therein, there will be
sold by the undersigned at public
outcry to the highest bidder for cash
before the Courthouse door of
Dougherty County, Georgia (or such
other area as designated by Order of
the Superior Court of said county),
within the legal hours of sale on July
7, 2026 (being the first Tuesday of
said month unless said date falls on
a Federal Holiday, in which case
being the first Wednesday of said
month), the following described
property: The land referred to herein
below is situated in the county of
Dougherty, State of Georgia, and is
described as follows: All that tract or
parcel of land lying and being in Land
Lot 74 in the Second Land District of
Dougherty County, Georgia, and
being all of Lot 32 of Gillionville
Forest Subdivision, according to a
map or plat of said subdivision as the
same is recorded in Plat Book 4,
Page 125, (Plat Cabinet 1, Slide
B-35), in the Office of the Clerk of
Superior Court of Dougherty County,
Georgia. Parcel ID: 074-2/00000/121
Commonly known as 706 White Oak
Dr, Albany, GA 31721-9013
However, by showing this address
no additional coverage is provided
The debt secured by said Security
Deed has been and is hereby
declared due because of, among
other possible events of default,
failure to pay the indebtedness as
and when due and in the manner
provided in the Note and Security
Deed. The debt remaining in default,
this sale will be made for the purpose
of paying the same and all expenses
of this sale, as provided in the
Security Deed and by law, including
attorney’s fees (notice of intent to
collect attorney’s fees having been
given). Said property is commonly
known as 706 White Oak Dr, Albany,
GA 31721-9013 together with all
fixtures and personal property
attached to and constituting a part of
said property, if any. To the best
knowledge and belief of the
undersigned, the party (or parties) in
possession of the subject property is
(are): Estate/Heirs of Bennie Harris
Russell or tenant or tenants.
Nationstar Mortgage LLC d/b/a Mr.
Cooper is the entity or individual
designated, who shall have full
authority to negotiate, amend and
modify all terms of the mortgage.
Nationstar Mortgage LLC d/b/a Mr.
Cooper 8950 Cypress Waters Blvd.
Coppell, TX 75019 1-888-480-2432
Note, however, that such entity or
individual is not required by law to
negotiate, amend or modify the
terms of the loan. Said property will
be sold subject to: (a) any
outstanding ad valorem taxes
(including taxes which are a lien, but
not yet due and payable), (b) unpaid
water or sewage bills that constitute
a lien against the property whether
due and payable or not yet due and
payable and which may not be of
record, (c) the right of redemption of
any taxing authority, (d) any matters
which might be disclosed by an
accurate survey and inspection of
the property, and (e) any
assessments, liens, encumbrances,
zoning ordinances, restrictions,
covenants, and matters of record
superior to the Security Deed first set
out above. The sale will be
conducted subject to (1) confirmation
that the sale is not prohibited under
the U.S. Bankruptcy Code; and (2)
final confirmation and audit of the
status of the loan with the holder of
the Security Deed. Pursuant to
O.C.G.A. Section 9-13-172.1, which
allows for certain procedures
regarding the rescission of judicial
and non-judicial sales in the State of
Georgia, the Deed Under Power and
other foreclosure documents may
not be provided until final
confirmation and audit of the status
of the loan as provided immediately
above. Rocket Mortgage, LLC as
agent and Attorney in Fact for
Bennie Harris Russell Aldridge Pite,
LLP, Six Piedmont Center, 3525
Piedmont Road, N.E., Suite 700,
Atlanta, Georgia 30305, (404)
994-7400. 1006-1677A THIS LAW
FIRM MAY BE ACTING AS A DEBT
COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO
COLLECT A DEBT. ANY
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
1006-1677A 

June 13, 20, 27, July 4, 2026

A-543
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
GEORGIA, DOUGHERTY COUNTY

Under and by virtue of the Power
of Sale contained in a Security Deed
given by Anthony Demetrius Byrd to

Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as grantee, as

nominee for MORTGAGE 
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SOLUTIONS OF COLORADO, LLC.,
its successors and assigns. dated
July 23, 2021, recorded in Deed
Book 4863, Page 34, Dougherty
County, Georgia Records, and as
modified by that certain Loan
Modification Agreement recorded in
Deed Book 5257, Page 136,
Dougherty County, Georgia
Records, as last transferred to
MORTGAGE SOLUTIONS OF
COLORADO, LLC D/B/A
MORTGAGE SOLUTIONS
FINANCIAL by assignment recorded
in Deed Book 5276, Page 240,
Dougherty County, Georgia
Records, conveying the
after-described property to secure a
Note in the original principal amount
of ONE HUNDRED SIXTY-FOUR
THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED AND
00/100 DOLLARS ($164,500.00),
with interest thereon as set forth
therein, there will be sold at public
outcry to the highest bidder for cash
before the courthouse door of
Dougherty County, Georgia, or at
such place as may be lawfully
designated as an alternative, within
the legal hours of sale on the first
Tuesday in July, 2026, the following
described property: 
SEE EXHIBIT "A" ATTACHED
HERETO AND MADE A PART
HEREOF

The debt secured by said Security
Deed has been and is hereby
declared due and payable because
of default having been made of the
terms of the Note and Security Deed.
The terms remaining in default, this
sale will be made for the purpose of
paying the total debt, including  all
expenses of this sale, as provided in
the Security Deed and by law which
includes, but is not limited to,
attorney's fees (notice pursuant to
O.C.G.A. § 13-1-11 having been
given).

Said property will be sold subject
to any outstanding ad valorem taxes
(including taxes which are a lien, but
not yet due and payable), the right of
redemption of any taxing authority,
any matters which might be
disclosed by an accurate survey and
inspection of the property, any
assessments, liens, encumbrances,
zoning ordinances, restrictions,
covenants, and any matters of
record including, but not limited to,
those superior to the Security Deed
first set out above. Said property will
be sold on an "as-is" basis without
any representation, warranty or
recourse against the above-named
or the undersigned. Prospective
bidders must perform their own due
diligence.

MORTGAGE SOLUTIONS OF
COLORADO, LLC D/B/A
MORTGAGE SOLUTIONS
FINANCIAL is the holder of the
Security Deed to the property in
accordance with OCGA §
44-14-162.2.

The entity that has full authority to
negotiate, amend, and modify all
terms of the mortgage with the
debtor is: Mortgage Solutions
Financial Servicing, a division of
Mortgage Solutions of Colorado,
LLC, 7450 Campus Dr. Suite 200,
Colorado Springs, CO 80920,
1-866-552-6118.

Note, however, that such entity is
not required by law to negotiate,
amend or modify the terms of the
loan.

Upon information and belief, said
property is more commonly known
as 412 Forest Glen Dr, Albany, GA
31707. Should a conflict arise
between the property address and
the legal description, the legal
description shall control.

ATTENTION ALL PROSPECTIVE
BIDDERS: On March 1, 2026, the
data collection and reporting
requirements under the U.S.
Financial Crimes Enforcement
Network (FinCEN) new Anti-Money
Laundering Rule (the “Rule”), found
at 89 FR 70258, went into effect. The
Rule applies to certain residential
real estate sale transactions
(including some that go beyond the
typical one-to-four family residence)
where the transfer is to a legal entity
or trust, and which includes cash
purchases, private financing or
financing provided by an institution
not subject to a federal Anti-Money
Laundering or Suspicion Activity
Report requirement. If applicable, as
part of this Rule, buyers and sellers
are required to provide additional
information and documentation about
themselves, their legal entities,
and/or the source of funds used in
the reportable transaction. The
collection of this information and
documentation is required to comply
with the Rule’s federal reporting
requirements, if applicable.* This
notice is provided for informational
purposes only and does not
constitute legal advice. You are
encouraged to consult with your own
independent legal counsel if you
have questions about how the
FinCEN Anti-Money Laundering Rule
affects your transaction and whether
your transaction is reportable.

*The Rule is the subject of
ongoing litigation in several
jurisdictions. We suggest that you
seek your own legal counsel if you
have questions about the status of
the Rule and its applicability to your
sale, if any.

The sale will be conducted
subject (1) to confirmation that the
sale is not prohibited under the U.S.
Bankruptcy Code, (2) to final
confirmation and audit of the status
of the loan with the holder of the
Security Deed, and (3) to
confirmation that the successful
bidder has timely provided all
information required for reporting
under the Rule, 89 FR 70258, if
applicable.

MORTGAGE SOLUTIONS OF
COLORADO, LLC D/B/A
MORTGAGE SOLUTIONS
FINANCIAL

as Attorney in Fact for 
Anthony Demetrius Byrd

McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLP
1544 Old Alabama Rd
Roswell, GA 30076
www.foreclosurehotline.net
EXHIBIT "A"
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF
LAND LYING AND BEING IN
DOUGHERTY COUNTY, GEORGIA,
AND ALL OF LOT 126 OF
AUDUBON SUBDIVSION,
ACCORDING TO A MAP OR PLAT
OF SAID SUBDIVISION AS SAME
IS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 3,
PAGE 147, (PLAT CABINET 1,
SLIDE A-92), IN THE OFFICE OF
THE CLERK OF SUPERIOR
COURT OF DOUGHERTY
COUNTY, GEORGIA.
KR     July 7, 2026
Our file no. 25-19548GA
25-19548GA

June  13, 20, 27, July 4, 2026

A-564
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE OF
RIGHT TO REDEEM
[REF. O.C.G.A., Section 48-4-5 et
seq.; 48-4-45 & 48-4-46]
TO:JAMES BRADSHAW III;
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CITY OF ALBANY;
ALL PARTIES KNOWN AND
UNKNOWN HAVING OF RECORD
IN DOUGHERTY COUNTY ANY
RIGHT, TITLE, INTEREST IN, OR
LIEN UPON 505 SIXTEENTH
STREET, ALBANY, GEORGIA
INCLUDING ANY TENANT /
OWNER / OCCUPANT OF THE
SUBJECT PROPERTY;
RE: FORECLOSURE OF EQUITY
OF REDEMPTION FOR TAX SALE
DEED (REF. O.C.G.A. § 48-4-45,
46)
Take notice that:      
The right to redeem the following
described property, to wit will
expire and be forever foreclosed
and barred as of four o’clock (4
p.m.) on and after July, 23, 2026,
or within 30 days after legal
service of the Notice pursuant to
OCGA 48-4-45 et seq., whichever
date is later: 
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF
LAND LYING AND BEING in the City
of Albany, Dougherty County,
Georgia, and being a part of Lot 84
of Palmyra Pecan Groves
Subdivision "C", according to the plat
of the subdivision as recorded in Plat
Book 1, Page 15, in the office of the
Clerk of Superior Court of Dougherty
County, Georgia, and being more
particularly described as Tract 2 in
that certain Warranty Deed from
James Kirk to Arxy LLC dated
5/10/2017 and recorded in Deed
Book 4415, Page 106-107,
incorporated herein by reference.
The described property is known as
505 Sixteenth Avenue according to
the present system of numbering of
streets in the City of Albany,
Georgia; and also being known as
tax parcel number 000LL – 00001 -
012 per the maps and records of the
Dougherty County tax assessor and
tax commissioner.
The tax deed to which this notice
relates is dated August 1, 2023, and
is recorded at Deed Book 5122,
Page 166 in the Office of the Clerk of
the Superior Court of Dougherty
County, Georgia. This notice also
constitutes a demand for possession
of the property described herein on
and after the foreclosure date and
time set out above in the event the
property is not timely redeemed.
That a party is named in this notice is
not determinative that such party has
a legal right to redeem.
The property may be redeemed on
or before the time and date stated
above by payment of the
redemption price as fixed and
provided by law to the
undersigned at the following
address: 
Generational Wealth Legacy, LLP
c/o John Coleman, Esq.
Coleman Law, LLC
Trinity Title Building
437 E. Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, GA 30030
404.974.4537
Please be governed accordingly.

June 13, 20, 27, July 4, 2026
A-565
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE OF
RIGHT TO REDEEM
[REF. O.C.G.A., Section 48-4-5 et
seq.; 48-4-45 & 48-4-46]
TO:EMILION CAPITAL, LLC OR ITS
UNKNOWN SUCCESSORS,
ASSIGNS OR SHAREHOLDERS;
GLOBAL GROUP PROPERTIES,
INC A/K/A GLOBAL-GROUP
PROPERTIES, INC.;
CITY OF ALBANY;
ALL PARTIES KNOWN AND
UNKNOWN HAVING OF RECORD
IN DOUGHERTY COUNTY ANY
RIGHT, TITLE, INTEREST IN, OR
LIEN UPON 517 PARK LANE,
ALBANY, GEORGIA INCLUDING
ANY TENANT / OWNER /
OCCUPANT OF THE SUBJECT
PROPERTY;
RE:FORECLOSURE OF EQUITY
OF REDEMPTION FOR TAX SALE
DEED (REF. O.C.G.A. § 48-4-45,
46)
Take notice that:      
The right to redeem the following
described property, to wit will
expire and be forever foreclosed
and barred as of four o’clock (4
p.m.) on and after July 23, 2026, or
within 30 days after legal service
of the Notice pursuant to OCGA
48-4-45 et seq., whichever date is
later: 
All that tract or parcel of land lying
and being in the City of Albany,
Dougherty County, Georgia and
being lots 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8, Block B in
Rawson Park Subdivision and being
on the north side of park avenue
according to plat of same recorded in
Deed Book 15, Page 55 in the office
of the clerk of the superior court of
Dougherty County, Georgia; being
commonly known as 517 Park Lane
according to the present system of
numbering properties in Dougherty
County, and also being known as tax
parcel number 000CC 00008 002 per
the maps and records of the
Dougherty County tax assessor and
tax commissioner. TOGETHER
WITH all right, title, and interest
running with the above-described
property; and TOGETHER with all
rights, members, privileges and
appurtenant easements.
The tax deed to which this notice
relates is dated August 1, 2023, and
is recorded at Deed Book 5122,
Page 175 in the Office of the Clerk of
the Superior Court of Dougherty
County, Georgia. This notice also
constitutes a demand for possession
of the property described herein on
and after the foreclosure date and
time set out above in the event the
property is not timely redeemed.
That a party is named in this notice is
not determinative that such party has
a legal right to redeem.
The property may be redeemed on
or before the time and date stated
above by payment of the
redemption price as fixed and
provided by law to the
undersigned at the following
address: 
Generational Wealth Legacy, LLP
c/o John Coleman, Esq.
Coleman Law, LLC
Trinity Title Building
437 E. Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, GA 30030
404.974.4537
Please be governed accordingly.

June 13, 20, 27, July 4, 2026
A-567
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF DOUGHERTY

Under and by virtue of the power of
sale contained in that certain

Commercial Deed to Secure Debt,
Security Agreement and Fixture

Filing and Assignment of Leases and
Rents from WT 2304 W Gordon,

LLC, a Georgia limited liability
company (“Grantor”), to and in favor

of Pacific Private Money, Inc., a
California corporation, dated May 03,
2022, and recorded May 10, 2022 in

Deed Book 4973, Page 228,
Dougherty County, Georgia records
(the “Security Deed”), securing that

certain Promissory Note dated May 
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5, 2022 in the original principal
amount of $9,000,000.00 (the
“Note”); as assigned to Saluda
Grade Mortgage Funding LLC,
pursuant to that certain Assignment
of Commercial Mortgage, Security
Agreement, Fixture Filing and
Assignment of Leases and Rents,
dated as of May 5, 2022, recorded
November 27, 2023, in Deed Book
5145, Page 339, aforesaid records;
and as assigned to Wilmington
Savings Fund Society, FSB, not in its
individual capacity but solely as
Owner Trustee of SG Alternative
Title Trust 2021-RLT1 (“Lender”)
pursuant to that certain Assignment
of Security Deed/Mortgage, recorded
January 2, 2024, in Deed Book 5154,
Page 104, aforesaid records (the
“Last Assignment”); which Last
Assignment as affected by that
certain Affidavit Related to Title
Made Pursuant to O.C.G.A. §
44-2-20, recorded September 23,
2025, in Deed Book 5337, Page 22,
aforesaid records; which Security
Deed as affected by that certain
Default Judgment Final Order
recorded May 6, 2026, in Deed Book
5379, Page 299, aforesaid records;
there will be sold at public outcry by
Lender as attorney-in-fact of Grantor
to the highest bidder for cash
between the legal hours for sale
before the Courthouse door in
Dougherty County, Georgia, on the
first Tuesday in July 2026, the
following described property (the
“Premises”) to wit: 
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF
LAND LYING AND BEING IN LAND
LOT 415, FIRST LAND 
DISTRICT, DOUGHERTY COUNTY,
GEORGIA, AND BEING MORE
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS: COMMENCING AT THE
INTERSECTION AT THE EAST
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF ENGLISH
ROAD AND THE SOUTH
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF
GORDON AVENUE, AND RUN
THENCE NORTH 70 DEGREES 14
MINUTES 44 SECONDS EAST
ALONG THE SOUTH
RIGHT-OF-WAY OF GORDON 
AVENUE A DISTANCE OF 525.79
FEET TO A POINT ON THE EAST
LINE OF A 100 FOOT GEORGIA 
POWER COMPANY EASEMENT
TO AN IRON PIN AND THE POINT
OF BEGINNING. THENCE
CONTINUING NORTH 70
DEGREES 14 MINUTES 44
SECONDS EAST ALONG SAID
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF
GORDON AVENUE A DISTANCE
OF 382.02 FEET TO AN IRON PIN
ON THE WEST LINE OF A
50-FOOT DRAINAGE EASEMENT,
AS SHOWN ON A MAP OR PLAT
OF COUNTRY CLUB ESTATES,
SECTION 1, RECORDED IN PLAT
BOOK 3, PAGES 333 AND 334, IN
THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF
SUPERIOR COURT, DOUGHERTY
COUNTY, GEORGIA; RUN
THENCE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 05
MINUTES 07 SECONDS EAST
ALONG SAID EASEMENT
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE A DISTANCE
OF 702.10 FEET TO AN IRON PIN;
THENCE CONTINUE THENCE
ALONG SAID EASEMENT
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE SOUTH 37
DEGREES 34 MINUTES 55
SECONDS EAST A DISTANCE OF
129.73 FEET, MORE OR LESS, TO
AN IRON PIN ON THE WEST
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF ST.
ANDREWS DRIVE AS SHOWN ON
SAID PLAT OF COUNTRY CLUB
ESTATES SECTION 1; RUN
THENCE SOUTH 30 DEGREES 59
MINUTES 08 SECONDS WEST
ALONG SAID RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE
A DISTANCE OF 12 FEET TO A
SET RAILROAD SPIKE; RUN
THENCE NORTH 48 DEGREES 30
MINUTES 27 SECONDS WEST A
DISTANCE OF 200.84 FEET TO AN
IRON PIN; RUN 
THENCE SOUTH 88 DEGREES 08
MINUTES 04 SECONDS WEST A
DISTANCE OF 145.41 FEET TO 
AN IRON PIN; THENCE SOUTH 44
DEGREES 46 MINUTES 33
SECONDS WEST A DISTANCE OF 
932.35 FEET TO AN IRON PIN ON
THE EAST RIGHT OF WAY LINE
OF ENGLISH ROAD; THENCE 
RUN NORTH 01 DEGREE 20
MINUTES 15 SECONDS EAST
ALONG SAID EAST RIGHT OF
WAY LINE A DISTANCE OF 361.86
FEET TO AN IRON PIN; THENCE
NORTH 30 DEGREES 45 MINUTES
18 SECONDS EAST ALONG THE
EAST RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF
THE AFOREMENTIONED
GEORGIA POWER COMPANY
100-FOOT EASEMENT A
DISTANCE OF 998.19 FEET TO AN
IRON PIN ON THE SOUTH
RIGHT-OF-WAY OF GORDON
AVENUE AND THE POINT OF
BEGINNING; AS SET FORTH ON
PLAT OF SURVEY OF WINDOVER
APARTMENTS PREPARED BY
MALCOLM BUMSED, GEORGIA
REGISTERED LAND SURVEYOR
NO. 1691, DATED MAY 20, 1988. 
Property commonly known as: 2304
W. GORDON AVENUE, ALBANY,
GEORGIA, 31707
The indebtedness evidenced by the
Note is due and payable and
remains unpaid.  The Security Deed
therefore has become and is now
foreclosable according to its terms. 
Accordingly, the Premises will be
sold at public outcry pursuant to the
terms of the power of sale provided
in the Security Deed.
The Premises will be sold on an “as
is, where is” basis without recourse
against Lender and without
representation or warranty of any
kind or nature whatsoever by Lender
with respect thereto.
The proceeds of the sale are to be
applied first to the expenses of the
sale and all proceedings in
connection therewith, including
attorneys’ fees (notice of intention to
collect attorneys’ fees having been
given), then to the payment of all
sums secured by the Security Deed,
and the remainder, if any, will be paid
to the person or persons legally
entitled thereto, all as provided in the
Note and Security Deed.  The
Premises shall be sold as the
property of Grantor, subject to all
restrictions, easements and other
matters of record that are prior to the
Security Deed and to which the
Security Deed is subject and to any
unpaid city, county and state ad
valorem taxes or assessments
relating to the Premises.
The entity that has full authority to
negotiate, amend, and modify all
terms of the mortgage with the
debtor is: Saluda Grade Alternative
Mortgage Trust 2021-RTL1, as agent
for Lender, 8180 E. Keiser
Boulevard, Anaheim, California
92808; (914) 261-1349. Please
understand that the secured creditor
is not required by law to negotiate,
amend, or modify the terms of the
mortgage instrument.

To the best knowledge and belief
of the undersigned, the party in
possession of the Premises is

Grantor, WT 2304 W Gordon, LLC, 
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or a tenant or tenants and said
property is more commonly known
as 2304 W. GORDON AVENUE,
ALBANY, GEORGIA, 31707.
Wilmington Savings Fund
Society, FSB, not in its individual
capacity but solely as Owner
Trustee of SG Alternative Title
Trust 2021-RLT1
as Attorney-in-Fact for
WT 2304 W Gordon, LLC
William. O Tate
McCalla Raymer Leibert, Pierce, LLP
1544 Old Alabama Road
Roswell, Georgia 30076 
(678) 281-6473
william.tate@mccalla.com

June 13, 20, 27, July 4, 2026
A-568
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
STATE OF GEORGIA  
COUNTY OF DOUGHERTY  
Under and by virtue of the power of
sale contained in that certain
Commercial Deed to Secure Debt, 
Security Agreement and Fixture
Filing and Assignment of Leases and
Rents from WIL 1401 Whispering
Pines LLC,  a Georgia limited liability
company (“Grantor”), to and in favor
of Pacific Private Money, Inc., a
California  corporation, dated May
11, 2022, and recorded May 16,
2022 in Deed Book 4976, Page 210,
Dougherty County,  Georgia records
(the “Security Deed”), securing that
certain Commercial Promissory Note
dated May 11, 2022 in  the original
principal amount of $2,500,000.00
(the “Note”); as assigned to Saluda
Grade Mortgage Funding LLC, 
pursuant to that certain Assignment
of Commercial Mortgage, Security
Agreement, Fixture Filing and
Assignment  of Leases and Rents,
dated as of May 24, 2022, recorded
November 22, 2023, in Deed Book
5145, Page 278,  aforesaid records;
and as assigned to Wilmington
Savings Fund Society, FSB, not in its
individual capacity but  solely as
Owner Trustee of SG Alternative
Title Trust 2021-RLT1 (“Lender”)
pursuant to that certain Assignment
of  Security Deed/Mortgage,
recorded January 16, 2024, in Deed
Book 5157, Page 1, aforesaid
records (the “Last  Assignment”);
which Last Assignment as affected
by that certain Scrivener’s Error
Affidavit, indicating the assignee 
originally and incorrectly identified in
the Last Assignment, Saluda Grade
Alternative Mortgage Trust
2021-RTL1,  should have instead
been Wilmington Savings Fund
Society, FSB, not in its individual
capacity but solely as Owner 
Trustee of SG Alternative Title Trust
2021-RLT1, recorded February 8,
2024, in Deed Book 5163, Page 161,
 aforesaid records; there will be sold
at public outcry by Lender as
attorney-in-fact of Grantor to the
highest bidder  for cash between the
legal hours for sale before the
Courthouse door in Dougherty
County, Georgia, on the first 
Tuesday in July 2026, the following
described property (the “Premises”)
to wit:  
ALL OF LOTS 51, 53, 55, 57, 59, 61,
63 AND 65 OF WHISPERING
PINES SUBDIVISION WHICH IS 
MORE PARTICULARLY
DESCRIBED BY PLAT RECORDED
IN PLAT BOOK 2, PAGE 23 IN THE 
OFFICE OF CLERK OF THE
SUPERIOR COURT OF
DOUGHERTY COUNTY, GEORGIA,
BEING  IMPROVED PROPERTY
HAVING LOCATED THEREON A
MULTIPLE APARTMENT COMPLEX
 KNOWN AS WHISPERING PINES
APARTMENTS; TOGETHER WITH
ALL GAS AND ELECTRIC 
FIXTURES, HEATING, PLUMBING
AND MR CONDITIONING
EQUIPMENT, STATIONARY 
EQUIPMENT, TREES AND
SHRUBBERY, SWIMMING POOL
AND SWIMMING POOL
EQUIPMENT.  
Property commonly known as: 1401
WHISPERING PINES ROAD,
ALBANY, GA 31707  
The indebtedness evidenced by the
Note is due and payable and
remains unpaid. The Security Deed 
therefore has become and is now
foreclosable according to its terms.
Accordingly, the Premises will be
sold at  public outcry pursuant to the
terms of the power of sale provided
in the Security Deed.  
The Premises will be sold on an “as
is, where is” basis without recourse
against Lender and without 
representation or warranty of any
kind or nature whatsoever by Lender
with respect thereto.  
The proceeds of the sale are to be
applied first to the expenses of the
sale and all proceedings in
connection  therewith, including
attorneys’ fees (notice of intention to
collect attorneys’ fees having been
given), then to the  payment of all
sums secured by the Security Deed,
and the remainder, if any, will be paid
to the person or persons  legally
entitled thereto, all as provided in the
Note and Security Deed. The
Premises shall be sold as the
property of  Grantor, subject to all
restrictions, easements and other
matters of record that are prior to the
Security Deed and to  which the
Security Deed is subject and to any
unpaid city, county and state ad
valorem taxes or assessments
relating  to the Premises.  
The entity that has full authority to
negotiate, amend, and modify all
terms of the mortgage with the
debtor  is: Saluda Grade Alternative
Mortgage Trust 2021-RTL1, as agent
for Lender, 8180 E. Keiser
Boulevard, Anaheim,  California
92808; (914) 261-1349. Please
understand that the secured creditor
is not required by law to negotiate, 
amend, or modify the terms of the
mortgage instrument.  
To the best knowledge and belief of
the undersigned, the party in
possession of the Premises is
Grantor,  WIL 1401 Whispering
Pines LLC, or a tenant or tenants
and said property is more commonly
known as 1401  WHISPERING
PINES ROAD, ALBANY, GA 31707.
Wilmington Savings Fund
Society, FSB,  
not in its individual capacity but
solely as Owner Trustee of SG
Alternative Title Trust 2021-RLT1
as Attorney-in-Fact for  
WIL 1401 Whispering Pines LLC 
William. O Tate  
McCalla Raymer Leibert, Pierce, LLP
1544 Old Alabama Road  
Roswell, Georgia 30076  
(678) 281-6473  
william.tate@mccalla.com 

June 13, 20, 27, July 4, 2026
A-559
GA2500293552
Notice Of Foreclosure Sale Under
Power 

Dougherty County, Georgia Under
and by virtue of the Power of Sale

contained in a Security Deed given
by Josh Hopewell, Sole Ownership
to Mortgage Electronic Registration

Systems, Inc., As Grantee, As 
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Nominee For Colony Bank, dated
09/30/2024 and recorded 10/04/2024
in D2024005670, in Book 5233,
Page 293-306, Dougherty County,
Georgia Records, as last transferred
to Amerihome Mortgage Company,
LLC by assignment recorded on
09/22/2025 BK: 5336 PG: 219 DOC#
D2025-005355 in the Office of the
Clerk of Superior Court of Dougherty
Georgia Records, conveying the
after-described property to secure a
Note in the original principal amount
of $ 216,015.00, with interest thereon
as set forth therein, there will be sold
at public outcry to the highest bidder
for cash before the courthouse door
of Dougherty County, Georgia, within
the legal hours of sale on
07/07/2026, the following described
property: All That Tract Or Parcel Of
Land Lying And Being In Land Lots
34 And 35 In The Second Land
District, Dougherty County, Georgia,
And Being All Of Lot 24 Of Byron
Lake Estates, Section III, According
To A Map Or Plat Of Said
Subdivision As Same Is Recorded In
Plat Book 3, Page 230, (Plat Cabinet
1, Slide B-3), In The Office Of The
Clerk Of Superior Court Of
Dougherty County, Georgia. This
conveyance is made subject to all
zoning ordinances, easements and
restrictions of record affecting said
bargained premises. The debt
secured by said Security Deed has
been and is hereby declared due
because of, among other possible
events of default, failure to pay the
indebtedness as and when due and
in the manner provided in the Note
and Security Deed. The debt
remaining in default, this sale will be
made for the purpose of paying the
same and all expenses of this sale,
as provided in Security Deed and by
law, including attorney's fees (notice
of intent to collect attorney's fee
having been given). The entity
having full authority to negotiate,
amend or modify all terms of the loan
(although not required by law to do
so) is: Amerihome Mortgage
Company, LLC they can be
contacted at 866-978-2622 for Loss
Mitigation Dept, or by writing to
Amerihome Mortgage Company,
LLC 9726 Old Bailes Rd Ste 200,
Fort Mill, SC 29707 to discuss
possible alternatives to avoid
foreclosure. Said property will be
sold on "as-is" basis and subject to
any outstanding ad valorem taxes
(including taxes which are a lien, but
not yet due and payable), any
matters which might be disclosed by
an accurate survey and inspection of
the property, any assessments,
liens, encumbrances, zoning
ordinances, restrictions, covenants,
and matters of record superior to the
Security Deed first set out above. To
the best knowledge and belief of the
undersigned, the party in possession
of the property is Josh Hopewell,
Sole Ownership or tenant(s); and
said property is more commonly
known as 4805 Millbrooke Road,
Albany, GA 31721. The sale will be
conducted subject to (1) confirmation
that the sale is not prohibited
underthe U.S. Bankruptcy Code (2)
final confirmation and audit of the
status of the loan with the holder of
the security deed and (3) any right of
redemption or other lien not
extinguished by foreclosure.
Amerihome Mortgage Company,
LLC as Attorney in Fact for Josh
Hopewell, Sole Ownership. Sokolof
Remtulla, LLP c/o First American
Title Insurance Company 4795
Regent Blvd, Mail Code 1011-F
Irving TX 75063 866-429-5179
GA2500293552

June 13, 20, 27, July 4, 2026

A-561
NOTICE OF SALE
GEORGIA, DOUGHERTY COUNTY.
By virtue of a power of sale
contained in that certain Security
Deed from EFFIE CALLAHAN
TUCKER to ALBANY ADVOCACY
RESOURCE CENTER, INC., dated
February 23, 2011, and recorded in
Deed Book 3786, Page 154 et seq.,
in the Office of the Clerk of Superior
Court of Dougherty County, Georgia,
said Security Deed having originally
been given to secure that certain
Promissory Note in the original
principal amount of NINETEEN
THOUSAND and NO/100 DOLLARS
($19,000.00) of even date therewith,
as well as all extensions, renewals
and modifications thereof, together
with any and all other indebtedness,
of any type or description, then or
thereafter owing by EFFIE
CALLAHAN TUCKER to ALBANY
ADVOCACY RESOURCE CENTER,
INC., there will be sold by the
undersigned, at public outcry, to the
highest bidder for cash, before the
courthouse door at Albany,
Dougherty County, Georgia, within
the legal hours of sale on the first
Tuesday in July, 2026, the following
described property:
All that tract or parcel of land lying
and being in Land Lot 420 in the First
Land District , Dougherty County,
Georgia and being part of Lot 34 of
Southern Nut and Fruit Company
Subdivision "B," according to a map
or plat of said subdivision as same is
recorded in Deed Book 18, Page
371, in the office of the Clerk of
Superior Court of Dougherty County,
Georgia, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Commence at the northwest corner
of said Lot 34 and run thence south
88 degrees 30 minutes east along
the north line of said Lot 34 a
distance of 100 feet to a point; run
thence south 01 degree 30 minutes
west a distance of thirty (30) feet to
the POINT OF BEGINNING, which
point of beginning is located on the
south right of way line of Howard
Drive; run thence south 88 degrees
30 minutes east along the south line
of said Howard Drive a distance of
140 feet to a point; run thence south
01 degree 30 minutes west a
distance of 308 feet to a point; run
thence north 89 degrees 09 minutes
17 seconds west a distance of
140.01 feet to a point; run thence
north 01 degree 30 minutes east a
distance of 309.60 feet to the point of
beginning; said property being
described according to a plat of the
property of Ronald P. Tucker and
Effie Callahan Tucker, dated
November 17, 1992, by Malcolm
Burnsed, Registered Land Surveyor.
THE STREET ADDRESS OF THE
ABOVE-DESCRIBED PROPERTY,
UPON INFORMATION AND BELIEF
OF ALBANY ADVOCACY
RESOURCE CENTER, INC., 
ACCORDING TO THE PRESENT
NUMBERING SYSTEM OF
STREETS IN DOUGHERTY
COUNTY, GEORGIA IS 2320
HOWARD DRIVE, ALBANY,
GEORGIA 31721.

The indebtedness secured by the
aforementioned Deed to Secure

Debt has been and is hereby
declared immediately due and

payable in full because of the failure
of EFFIE CALLAHAN TUCKER to

maintain payments upon said 
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indebtedness owing to the ALBANY
ADVOCACY RESOURCE CENTER,
INC. in accordance with its terms. 
Said indebtedness remaining in
default, this sale shall be made for
the purpose of paying such
indebtedness, as well as all
expenses of this sale, including
attorneys’ fees.
The above-described property will be
sold as the property of EFFIE
CALLAHAN TUCKER and will be
sold subject to the following items
which may affect the title to said
property: all zoning and subdivision
ordinances and/or regulations;
matters which would be disclosed by
an accurate survey or an inspection
of the property; all real property ad
valorem taxes or assessments,
which may constitute liens upon said
property; all liens which, under
applicable law, would take priority
over the Deed to Secure Debt
described above; and all easements,
restrictions, rights-of-way, security
deeds or other encumbrances of
record which have priority over the
referenced Security Deed. 
To the best of the knowledge and
belief of the undersigned, the party
presently in possession of said
property is THE ESTATE OF EFFIE
CALLAHAN TUCKER, and/or a
tenant or tenants.

Please be further advised that the
entity which has full authority to
negotiate, amend and modify all
terms of your Notes, Security Deed,
and related documents, is:
ALBANY ADVOCACY RESOURCE
CENTER, INC.
Post Office Box 71026
Albany, Georgia 31708
Tel: (229) 391-1635
ATTN: Kenneth Knight
Please note, however, that such
entity or individual is not required by
law to negotiate, amend or modify
the terms of such loan.
THIS LAW FIRM IS ATTEMPTING
TO COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
ALBANY ADVOCACY RESOURCE
CENTER, INC., as Attorney-in-Fact
for THE ESTATE EFFIE CALLAHAN
TUCKER
MOORE, CLARKE, DuVALL &
RODGERS, P.C.
By: D. BRADLEY FOLSOM
Attorneys for ALBANY ADVOCACY
RESOURCE CENTER, INC.
Post Office Box 4540
Valdosta, Georgia 31604-4540
(229) 245-7823

June 13, 20, 27, July 4, 2026

A-549
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
STATE OF GEORGIA, COUNTY OF
DOUGHERTY
By virtue of a Power of Sale
contained in that certain Security
Deed from Chandravadan Kuntawala
to JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.,
dated December 17, 2021 and
recorded on December 22, 2021 in
Deed Book 4920, Page 76, in the
Office of the Clerk of Superior Court
of Dougherty County, Georgia, said
Security Deed having been given to
secure a Note of even date, in the
original principal amount of Three
Hundred Sixty-Three Thousand Two
Hundred and 00/100 dollars
($363,200.00) with interest thereon
as provided therein, as last
transferred to U.S. BANK TRUST
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, NOT IN
ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT
SOLELY AS OWNER TRUSTEE
FOR RCAF ACQUISITION TRUST,
recorded in Deed Book 5325, Page
42, aforesaid records, will be sold at
public outcry to the highest bidder for
cash before the courthouse door of
Dougherty County, Georgia, or at
such place as has or may be lawfully
designated as an alternative location,
within the legal hours of sale on the
first Tuesday in July, 2026, all
property described in said Security
Deed including but not limited to the
following described property:
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF
LAND LYING AND BEING IN LAND
LOT 34 IN THE SECOND LAND
DISTRICT, DOUGHERTY COUNTY,
GEORGIA, AND BEING ALL OF
LOT 3 OF C. R. HODGES ESTATE
SUBDIVISION, ACCORDING TO A
MAP OR PLAT OF SAID
SUBDIVISION AS SAME IS
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 6,
PAGE 79, (PLAT CABINET 1, SLIDE
8-73), IN THE OFFICE OF THE
CLERK OF SUPERIOR COURT OF
DOUGHERTY COUNTY, GEORGIA.
Said property may more
commonly be known as 518 Byron
Plantation Rd, Albany, GA
31721.
The debt secured by said Security
Deed has been and is hereby
declared due because of, among
other possible events of default,
non-payment of the monthly
installments on said loan. The debt
remaining in default, this sale will be
made for the purpose of paying the
same and all expenses of this sale,
including attorney’s fees (notice of
intent to collect attorney’s fees
having been given).
The individual or entity that has full
authority to negotiate, amend and
modify all terms of the loan is U.S.
BANK TRUST NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION, NOT IN ITS
INDIVIDUAL CAPA CITY BUT
SOLELY AS OWNER TRUSTEE
FOR RCAF ACQUISITION TRUST,
Selene Finance LP 3501
Olympus Boulevard 5th Floor, Suite
500 Dallas, TX 75019 877-735-3637.
Said property will be sold on an
“as-is” basis without any
representation, warranty or recourse
against the above-named or the
undersigned. The sale will also be
subject to the following items which
may affect the title: a) zoning
ordinances; b) matters which would
be disclosed by an accurate survey
or by an inspection of the property;
c) any outstanding ad valorem taxes,
including taxes, which constitute
liens upon said property whether or
not now due and payable; d) special
assessments; e) the right of
redemption of any taxing authority; f)
all outstanding bills for public utilities
which constitute liens upon said
property; g) all restrictive covenants,
easements, rights-of-way and any
other matters of record superior to
said Security Deed. To the best of
the knowledge and belief of the
undersigned, the owners and party in
possession of the property are _
Chandravadan Kuntawala and or
tenant(s). The sale will be conducted
subject to 1) confirmation that the
sale is not prohibited under the U.S.
Bankruptcy code and 2) final
confirmation and audit of the status
of the loan with the holder of the
Security Deed.
U.S. BANK TRUST NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION, NOT IN ITS
INDIVIDUAL CAPA CITY BUT
SOLELY AS OWNER TRUSTEE
FOR RCAF ACQUISITION TRUST
as Attorney-in-Fact for
Chandravadan Kuntawala Contact:
Padgett Law Group: 6267 Old Water
Oak Road, Suite 203, Tallahassee, 
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FL 32312; (850) 422-2520 

June 13, 20, 27, July 4, 2026
A-539

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE OF
RIGHT TO REDEEM 

GEORGIA, CALHOUN COUNTY 
All persons having of record in the
county in which the land is located
any right, title or interest in or lien
upon the following described
property, yo-wit: All and only that
parcel of land designated as Tax
Parcel E010 007, lying and being in
the 4th Land District, City of Edison,
Calhoun County, Georgia, being City
Lot 124, described in Deed Book
178, Page 29, the description
contained therein being incorporated
herein by this reference, known as
101 First Avenue. 
TAKE NOTICE THAT: The right to
redeem the hereinabóve  described
property will expire and be forever
foreclosed and barred on and after
the 15 day of July, 2026. 
The tax deed to which this notice
relates is dated the 5th day of
November, 2024 and is recorded in
the office of Clerk of Superior Court
of Calhoun County, Georgia in Deed
Book 230, Page 668. 
The property may be redeemed at
any time before the 15 day of July
2026 by payment of the redemption
price as fixed and provided by law at
the following address: Donnell
Bryant, 315 Summerset Loop,
Blakely, GA 39823 Please be
governed accordingly. 
Donnell Bryant 

June 6, 13, 20, 27, 2026

Calhoun Co. Legals
A-497

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF
CALHOUN COUNT 

STATE OF GEORGIA 
IN RE ESTATE OF DEANNA
DIANNE PIETRAS, DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 2026P24

NOTICE TO HEIRS 
TO: ALL HEIRS AND INTERESTED
PARTIES OF THE ESTATE OF
DEANNA DIANNE PIETRAS,
DECEASED 
You are hereby notified that a
petition has been filed in the Probate
Court of Calhoun County, Georgia,
seeking to Probate Will in Solemn
Form and for Letters of
Administration with Will Annexed
seeking administration of the above
estate. All heirs at law of the said
decedent are hereby required to
show cause, if any they have, or 
before the 26th day of June, 2026,
why said petition should not be
granted. 
All-heirs are further notified to make
themselves known to the Court and
to file any objections in writing within
the time prescribed by law. 
This 19th day of May, 2026.
LARRY MELVIN KING II, Petitioner
c/o G. Keith Murphy, Attorney for
Petitioner. 
185 East Broad Street Norman Park,
Georgia 31771 
706-897-5168 
Probate Judge of Calhoun County,
Georgia 
P. 0. Box 87 Morgan, Georgia 39866

May 23, 30, June 6, 13, 2026

A-503
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF

CALHOUN COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE: ESTATE OF Willie Frank
Shedrick, DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 2026P21

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF
ADMINISTRATION NOTICE

To whom it may concern: DAVY
SHEDRICK has petitioned for DAVY
SHEDRICK to be appointed
administrator of the estate of WILLIE
FRANK SHEDRICK deceased, of
said county. (The petitioner has also
applied for waiver of bond, waiver of
reports, waiver of statements, and/or
grant of certain powers contained in
O.C.G.A. 53-12-261.) All interested
persons are hereby notified to show
cause why said petition should not
be granted. All objections to the
petition must be in writing, setting
forth the grounds of any such
objections, and must be filed with the
court on or before June 15, 2026.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All
objections to the petition must be in
writing, setting forth the grounds of
any such objections, and must be
filed on or before the time stated in
the preceding sentence. All
objections should be sworn to before
a notary public or before a probate
court clerk, and filing fees must be
tendered with your objections, unless
you qualify to file as an indigent
party. Contact probate court
personnel for the required amount of
filing fees. If any objections are filed,
a hearing will be scheduled at a later
date. If no objections are filed the
petition may be granted without a
hearing.
Annie Doris Holder                  
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Annie Doris Holder
Calhoun County Probate Judge 
31 Court Square, Suite A
P.O. Box 69
Morgan, GA 39866
229-849-2115

May 23, 30, June 6, 13, 2026
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Release Date: Saturday, June 13, 2026

ACROSS
1 Sign of puppy 

love?
9 Folded dish

15 Evidence that 
may not be fully 
reliable

16 Mottled
17 Mud slingers?
18 Shiver
19 Deuce follower
20 Level
22 Teatime bite
23 Pacific nation 

whose national 
sport is rugby

25 Server reset?
27 Pants, informally
28 “That’s __ from 

me”
29 Couple
32 Day on 10-Down
34 Scamp
35 A couple
38 Place that may 

have a “no 
phones” rule

39 Beer and skittles
40 Kick
41 Couple
42 Org. preceded 

by the Cipher 
Bureau

43 Vane dir.
46 Country whose 

motto was 
“Workers of the 
world, unite!”

48 Best
50 Walks down the 

aisle, casually
52 Rafael with a 

Golden Slam
54 Clucks
57 Light color
58 “Point taken”
60 Nickname for 

the Southern city 
whose motto is 
“Resurgens”

62 Iroquois nation
63 “Farewell, mes 

amis!”
64 Amplify, in a way
65 “This ends now”

DOWN
1 High-intensity 

exercise method
2 Dish whose 

name means “eel 
bowl”

3 Sheep from 
Spain

4 Running with a 
mic, maybe

5 Some penalty 
units: Abbr.

6 “Phooey!”
7 Jazz venue
8 Pho herb
9 Feast of St. 

Francis of Assisi 
mo.

10 Destination 
of NASA’s 
Escapade 
mission

11 Pick
12 Long road trip?
13 Coach
14 Made 

unreadable, say
21 Portable cooker
24 Took one’s 

medicine, in a 
way

26 Arrivals for the 
summer?

30 Triumph through 
adversity

31 Common length 
of a wooden ruler

33 Defensive 
coordinator 
who helped the 
Steelers win the 
Super Bowl in 
2006 and 2009

35 Pic file
36 Warning sound
37 Pop duo __ & AJ
38 Finds an extra 

gear
39 Dish often served 

“al forno”
40 Subordinate
43 Worship of 

entities known as 
kami

44 Forwarded
45 Coffee grounds?

47 Pi, for one
49 “I don’t believe 

that!”
51 Selling point?
53 Lens covers?
55 Capital city of 

Hyogo  
Prefecture

56 Hubbub
59 Parlor piece, 

informally
61 Greta of “The 

Morning Show”

ANSWER TO TODAY'S PUZZLE:

A-573 
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
STATE OF GEORGIA, COUNTY OF 
DOUGHERTY
By virtue of a Power of Sale con-
tained in that certain Security Deed 
from MALCOLM WHITLOCK AND 
LINDA WHITLOCK to MORTGAGE 
ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION 
SYSTEMS, INC., AS NOMINEE 
FOR CALIBER HOME LOANS, 
INC., dated November 19, 2018, and 
recorded on November 30, 2018, in 
Deed Book 4558, at Page 103, in 
the Office of the Clerk of Superior 
Court of Dougherty County, Georgia, 
said Security Deed having been giv-
en to secure a Note of even date, in 
the original principal amount of One 
Hundred Thirty-Seven Thousand, 
Two Hundred Seventy and no/100 
Dollars ($137,270.00), with interest 
thereon as provided therein, as last 
transferred to NewRez LLC d/b/a 
Shellpoint Mortgage Servicing, re-
corded in Deed Book 5124, at Page 
250, in aforesaid records, will be sold 
at public outcry to the highest bidder 
for cash before the courthouse door 
of Dougherty County, Georgia, or at 
such place as has been or may be 
lawfully designated as an alternative 
location, within the legal hours of sale 
on the first Tuesday in August, 2026, 
all property described in said Securi-
ty Deed including, but not limited to, 
the following described property:
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF 
LAND LYING AND BEING IN LAND 
LOT 4, IN THE SECOND LAND DIS-
TRICT OF DOUGHERTY COUNTY, 
GEORGIA, AND BEING MORE PAR-
TICULARLY DESCRIBED AS ALL 
OF LOTS 85 AND 86 OF BRENT-
WOOD PARK, INC. ACCORDING 
TO A MAP OR PLAT OF SAID SUB-
DIVISION AS RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 4, PAGE 89 (PLAT CABINET 
1, SLIDE B-30), IN THE OFFICE 
OF THE CLERK OR SUPERIOR 
COURT OF DOUGHERTY COUN-
TY, GEORGIA.
Said property may more commonly 
be known as 2715 Abbey Ln, Albany, 
GA 31721.
The debt secured by said Security 
Deed has been and is hereby de-
clared due because of, among other 
possible events of default, non-pay-

ment of the monthly installments 
on said loan. The debt remaining in 
default, this sale will be made for the 
purpose of paying the same and all 
expenses of this sale, including attor-
ney’s fees (notice of intent to collect 
attorney’s fees having been given).
The individual or entity that has full 
authority to negotiate, amend and 
modify all terms of the loan is Ne-
wRez LLC d/b/a Shellpoint Mortgage 
Servicing, 75 Beattie Place, Green-
ville, SC 29601; telephone: (800) 
365-7107.
Said property will be sold on an “as-
is” basis without any representation, 
warranty or recourse against the 
above-named or the undersigned. 
The sale will also be subject to the 
following items which may affect the 
title: a) zoning ordinances; b) matters 
which would be disclosed by an ac-
curate survey or by an inspection of 
the property; c) any outstanding ad 
valorem taxes, including taxes, which 
constitute liens upon said property 
whether or not now due and payable; 
d) special assessments; e) the right 
of redemption of any taxing author-
ity; f) all outstanding bills for public 
utilities which constitute liens upon 
said property; g) all restrictive cove-
nants, easements, rights-of-way and 
any other matters of record superior 
to said Security Deed. To the best 
of the knowledge and belief of the 
undersigned, the owners and party 
in possession of the property are 
Linda Whitelock aka Linda Whitlock, 
Malcolm Whitlock and/or tenant(s). 
The sale will be conducted subject 
to 1) confirmation that the sale is not 
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
code and 2) final confirmation and 
audit of the status of the loan with the 
holder of the Security Deed.
NewRez LLC d/b/a Shellpoint Mort-
gage Servicing as Attorney-in-Fact 
for Malcolm Whitlock and Linda 
Whitlock
Contact: PADGETT LAW GROUP, 
6267 Old Water Oak Road, Suite 
203, Tallahassee, FL 32312; tele-
phone: (850) 422-2520
25-009677

June 13, 20, 27, July 4, 11, 18, 25, 
August 1, 2026
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1. TELEVISION: Who is the long-
time host of the reality show "Survivor"?

2. MOVIES: What is the song playing 
when the lead characters dance the twist 
in "Pulp Fiction"?

3. U.S. STATES: The first president, 
George Washington, was born in which 
colony that would later become a state?

4. GEOGRAPHY: Which South Amer-
ican country controls Easter Island?

5. MYTHOLOGY: To which mytho-
logical character is the Parthenon dedi-
cated?

6. LITERATURE: Which war is the 
background for Anthony Doerr's novel 
"All the Light We Cannot See"?

7. MATH: What is the sum of the first 
five prime numbers?

8. INVENTORS: Which inventor 
developed more than 300 products from 
peanuts?

9. MUSIC: Who won Album of the 
Year at the 2026 Grammys?

10. HISTORY: In what year did U.S. 
women earn the right to open credit 
cards in their own names?

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

Trivia Answers
1. Jeff Probst
2. “You Never Can Tell,” Chuck Berry
3. Virginia
4. Chile
5. The Greek goddess Athena
6. World War II
7. 28 (2 + 3 + 5 + 7 + 11)
8. George Washington Carver
9. Bad Bunny
10. 1974

Posting DateJune 8, 2026

OLIVE & POPEYE By Randy Milholland
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From the editors of  
TV Weekly and tvinsider.com

 

SATURDAY
June 13, 2026

All times Eastern. Start times can vary based 
on cable/satellite provider. Confirm times on 
your on-screen guide.

UFL Football: United Bowl
ABC, 3 p.m. Live
The United Bowl, the United Football 
League’s championship game, is contested 
today at Audi Field in Washington, D.C.

NASCAR O’Reilly 
Auto Parts Series: 
MillerTech Battery 250
The CW, 4 p.m. Live
Catch Justin Allgaier, Sheldon Creed, 
Jesse Love, Corey Day and other emerging 
stars of the O’Reilly Auto Parts Series in 
action at Pocono Raceway in Long Pond, 
Pennsylvania.

MLB Baseball
FOX, 7 p.m. Live
Viewers will see either the Houston Astros 
at the Kansas City Royals or the Philadelphia 
Phillies at the Milwaukee Brewers for FOX’s 
Saturday regional MLB game.

Wild Spring
BBC America, 8 p.m.
In the new episode “Predation,” the season 
of spring is a time of abundance for the 
world’s predators as their prey welcome 
new life, become more active and emerge 
into the open in search of their own 
sustenance.

Texas Two-Step
Hallmark Channel, 8 p.m.  Original Film
Olivia (Heather Hemmens) returns to Texas 
to help her aunt with her country music bar 

that’s fallen on hard times and reconnects 
with Luke (Brendan Penny), her childhood 
sweetheart turned cowboy, and her passion 
for a little old Texas two-step dancing.

The Jealous Bride
Lifetime, 8 p.m.  Original Film
When bride-to-be Meg (Amber Stevens 
West) is shaken by the return of a woman 
from her fiancé Josh’s (Michael Xavier) 
past, her rising jealousy draws her into a 
dangerous psychological spiral, one that 
tests her control, her faith and everything 
she holds dear.

Babette’s Feast
TCM, 10 p.m.

Regarded today as a Danish masterpiece 
of culinary cinema, this 1987 Foreign 
Language Oscar winner is a simple 
drama that follows two humble and 
extremely restrained sisters living in a 
seaside village who have devoted their 

CATCH A CLASSIC

NORDISK FILM 

lives to their religion and helping the 
poor, bypassing their own personal joys 
and plenty of suitors. Many years later, 
an old suitor sends Babette, a Parisian 
who’s lost her family and her way of life, 
to the sisters, where she seeks a humble 
job as their housekeeper. After working 
for the sisters for years, Babette wins the 
French lottery and asks the sisters if she 
could prepare a lavish dinner for them 
and the town’s congregation. Her gesture 
is not apparent until the end of the film.

EIKE SCHROTER, HALLMARK MEDIA

‘Texas Two-Step’

 What  
to watch

Heist (2015, Action) Jeffrey Dean 
Morgan, Robert De Niro VH1, 6 p.m. 

It Ends With Us (2024, Romance) 
Blake Lively, Justin Baldoni FX, 
7 p.m. 

Sing 2 (2021, Children) Matthew 
McConaughey, Reese Witherspoon 
NICK, 7 p.m. 

Sixteen Candles (1984, Comedy) 
Molly Ringwald, Anthony Michael Hall 
Sundance, 7:45 p.m. 

A Working Man (2025, Action) Jason 
Statham, David Harbour MGM, 
8 p.m. 

Coco (2017, Family) Anthony 
Gonzalez, Gael García Bernal 
Freeform, 9:20 p.m. 

Pretty in Pink (1986, Romance-
comedy) Molly Ringwald, Jon Cryer 
Sundance, 9:45 p.m. 

The Suicide Squad (2021, Action) 
Margot Robbie, Idris Elba TNT, 
10 p.m. 

Checkmate (2025, Suspense) Joyce 
Glenn, Dorien Wilson Lifetime, 
10 p.m. 

F9 The Fast Saga (2021, Action) 
Vin Diesel, Michelle Rodriguez VH1, 
10:30 p.m. 

Tammy (2014, Comedy) Melissa 
McCarthy, Susan Sarandon CMT, 
10:45 p.m. 

The Dark Knight Rises (2012, 
Action) Christian Bale, Anne 
Hathaway Paramount, 11 p.m. 

MOVIES  
YOU’LL LOVE

‘The Dark Knight Rises’
WARNER BROS.
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“IF YOU ASK ME” 
BY ZHOUQIN 
BURNIKEL

ACROSS
 1 Fellow student
 5 Inner ears?
 9 Wrap (up)
 12 Braid
 17 Crowning point
 18 Critter who 

snoozed and 
lost

 19 Shared 
intimacies, briefly

 21 Impressionist 
Monet

 22 Trick question?
 25 Take care of
 26 Forever and 

ever
 27 Open question?
 29 Cheese in some 

bagels
 32 Catch
 34 Don vestments
 35 Fuzz on a rock
 36 Mountain 

climber
 40 Biggest holiday 

in Vietnam
 41 Quaint 

contraction
 45 Started a fresh 

pot
 47 Get on in years
 48 Sleeve
 50 Bakery serving 

slices
 52 “Pass”
 53 Good question?
 57 Historical period
 58 Bridal boutique 

array
 60 Group with 

Mind Games 
competitions

 61 Needs some 
ice, perhaps

 63 Corporate title 
abbr.

 64 Take offense to
 67 Put two and two 

together
 69 Late bedtime hr.
 70 Feline with a 

striped coat
	 72	 Watch	a	friend’s	

monstera, say
 74 Ring-shaped 

island
 76 Buy high and 

sell low, e.g.
 77 Double-cross
	 78	 Lady	Justice’s	

garb
 81 Flood barrier
 82 Take out of a 

sack
 84 Checks for fit
 86 Intense anger
 87 Gotcha 

question?
 92 Rummage sale 

label
 93 Picturesque 

caves
 95 Julius Erving, to 

fans

 96 Hi-__ photo
 97 Wee
 99 Billionth: Pref.
 100 West of old 

Hollywood
 102 Museum guides
 105 “Songversation” 

singer India.__
 106 Accordion 

features
 109 Replayed tennis 

serve
 110 Repeats 

verbatim
 112 Leading 

question?
 117 Harbor fleet
 118 Dish with 

bubbling broth
 119 Quick question?
 125 Vidalia bulbs
 126 Within reach
 127 X-rated material
 128 Clever notion
 129 Crop threats
	130	 Cap’n	Jazz	

genre
 131 Pointillism marks
 132 Corkboard pin

DOWN
 1 Campaign 

funding org.

 2 __ mode: hybrid 
setting

	 3	 Ostrich’s	shorter	
cousin

 4 Drop, as an 
album

 5 Casual slacks
 6 Grains in a 

crumble
	 7	 Texter’s	“Gimme	

a sec”
 8 “Understand?”
 9 Bridge distance
 10 Provocative
 11 Forgo
 12 Backup 

strategy
 13 Stickers 

in glucose 
monitoring kits

 14 Automaker 
headquartered 
in Ingolstadt

 15 Inactive
 16 Shirts with 

slogans
 20 Barely sufficient
 21 Like a kitchen 

during the 
dinner rush

 23 Obedience 
school attendee

 24 “Allow me”

 28 French kin of a 
dosa

 29 “Mamma Mia!” 
star Seyfried

 30 Submarine 
trackers

 31 Burning 
question?

 32 Weary sound
 33 Entreaty
 37 “Gnarly” and 

“Gabriela” girl 
group

 38 Diamond side
 39 “__: Ares”
 42 First question?
 43 Major artery
 44 Involuntary 

twitch
 46 Bad-mouth
	 49	 Mrs.	Pepper’s	

partner on 
“Blue’s	Clues”

 51 Community 
spirit

 54 Tesla, for one
	 55	 Leonardo’s	

group, for short
 56 Storm tracker
 59 Like week-old 

mantou
 62 Join forces
 65 Wash vigorously

 66 Merited
 68 Genealogy 

research aid
 71 Sound 

sheepish?
 72 Simon of “Hot 

Fuzz”
 73 Banks on many 

covers
 74 Make straight
 75 __ cotta
 77 Bluegrass 

strings
 79 Water polo shot 

stopper
 80 Right features of 

every square
 83 Frequent flier?
 85 Org. with 

complex 
schedules

 88 Brief periods of 
time

 89 Calculus 
pioneer Newton

 90 First Nations 
people of 
Canada

 91 Season that 
begins on Ash 
Wednesday

	 94	 Leader’s	
position

 98 Outfit 
sometimes worn 
by Xi Jinping

 101 Slater of 
“Wicked”

 103 “Pinocchio” 
goldfish

 104 Exercises that 
work quads and 
glutes

	107	 Penn	State’s	
Nittany __

 108 Bridal wear in 
Bangladesh

 111 “How gross!”
 112 Strike forcefully
 113 Sharpen, as 

skills
 114 Soul icon 

Redding
 115 Stack of paper
 116 Greek dish 

similar to 
shawarma

 117 Threaded 
fastener

 120 Capital of Amer.
	121	 Texter’s	qualifier
 122 Nutrition fig.
 123 Suggestion, 

casually
 124 Tibetan source 

of butter

RELEASE DATE  —Sunday, June 14, 2026

Los Angeles Times Sunday Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Patti Varol
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All times Eastern. Start times can vary based 
on cable/satellite provider. Confirm times on 
your on-screen guide.

Collector’s Call 
MeTV, 6:30 p.m.
Among the spectacular pieces featured in 
Garner Holt’s collection (he’s a manufacturer 
of animatronic figures for medical, military 
and entertainment uses) are a Dumbo ve-
hicle from the aerial ride named after the 
cartoon elephant, a turtle from Disneyland’s 
original Submarine Voyage ride, a pirate-
ship-themed car from the Peter Pan attrac-
tion and a toboggan-shaped Matterhorn ride 
vehicle. Disney-park expert and collector Joel 
Magee joins Lisa to set a value on Garner’s 
900-piece collection and makes a bid to 
trade one of his own treasures for something 
he’s got his eye on.

MLB Baseball:  
Texas at Boston
NBC, 7 p.m. Live
Sunday Night Baseball is at Boston’s legend-
ary Fenway Park for the finale of a three-
game series between the Texas Rangers and 
the Red Sox.

Patience
PBS, 8 p.m.  Season Premiere
Season 2 of the drama begins with “Vam-
pire,” in which a photographer is found dead 
with a stake through his heart, and Patience 
(Ella Maisy Purvis) and new detective Frankie 
Monroe (Jessica Hynes) seek a logical answer 
to the mystery.

Grantchester
PBS, 9 p.m.  Season Premiere
The drama’s final season begins in the trans-
formative summer of 1963. Alphy’s (Rishi 
Nair) drive-in fundraiser turns deadly when 
a sponsor is found murdered and multiple 
suspects confess.

This Land
CNN, 9 p.m.
The series examining the expansion of the 
United States through history continues with 
two episodes. See how the Lewis and Clark 
expedition opened routes to the Pacific 
Northwest, and how the Texas Revolution 
and the Mexican-American War shaped the 
border of the American Southwest.

Property Brothers:  
Under Pressure
HGTV, 9 p.m.  Season Finale
A couple is ready to buy a home, but they’re 
clashing over her desperation to end the 
hunt and his careful restraint. With stakes 
rising and options narrowing, Jonathan and 
Drew help navigate the hunt to find a bal-
ance of ambition and peace of mind in the 
Season 1 finale “Enough Already.”

Best of the World  
With Antoni Porowski
Nat Geo, 9 p.m.  Series Finale
Two back-to-back episodes conclude the 
four-part series. First, Antoni Porowski (No 
Taste Like Home, Queer Eye) takes viewers to 
his hometown of New York City, showing us 
the ultimate places to go, stay, eat and ex-
plore. “As a son of Polish immigrants, to see 
elements of Polish cuisine incorporated into 
a Michelin-starred restaurant — I’ve never 
seen anything like it before,” he tells. The fi-
nal episode follows Porowski on an inspiring 
journey in London.

From the editors of  
TV Weekly and tvinsider.com

 

SUNDAY
June 14, 2026

Toy Story 3 (2010, Children) 
Tom Hanks, Tim Allen Freeform, 
6:55 p.m. 

Superman (1978, Adventure) 
Christopher Reeve, Gene Hackman 
Sundance, 7 p.m. 

Texas Two-Step (2026, Romance) 
Heather Hemmens, Brendan Penny 
Hallmark, 7 p.m. 

Top Gun (1986, Action) Tom Cruise, 
Kelly McGillis CW, 7:30 p.m. 

Avengers: Endgame (2019, Action) 
Robert Downey Jr., Chris Evans 
TNT, 8 p.m. 

F9 The Fast Saga (2021, Action) 
Vin Diesel, Michelle Rodriguez VH1, 
8 p.m. 

The Pastor Who Preys (2026, 
Suspense) Amanda Nicholas, Daniel 
Stine LMN, 8 p.m. 

Miss You, Love You (2026, Drama) 
Allison Janney, Andrew Rannells 
HBO, 9:15 p.m. 

Gremlins (1984, Fantasy) Zach Galli-
gan, Phoebe Cates CMT, 9:30 p.m. 

National Treasure: Book of Se-
crets (2007, Action) Nicolas Cage, 
Jon Voight FX, 10 p.m. 

The Jealous Bride (2026, Sus-
pense) Amber Stevens West, Mi-
chael Xavier Lifetime, 10 p.m. 

Gladiator II (2024, Historical 
drama) Paul Mescal, Denzel Wash-
ington MGM, 11 p.m. 

Cast Away (2000, Drama) 
Tom Hanks, Helen Hunt AMC, 
11:25 p.m. 

MOVIES  
YOU’LL LOVE

‘Toy Story 3’
DISNEY 

KUDOS AND MASTERPIECE 

‘Grantchester’

 What  
to watch

Ladder to the Top  
Movie Theme
TCM, beginning at 8 p.m.

TCM puts the attention on what it takes to 
climb the business ladder. Billy Wilder’s 
1960 comedy The Apartment (pictured) 
sets the pace following insurance worker 
C.C. Baxter (Jack Lemmon), who lends his 
apartment to his superiors (for their illicit 
affairs) in hopes of getting a promotion. 
The film won a Best Picture Oscar and 
clocks in at No. 80 on the American Film 
Institute’s Top 100 list. Fred MacMurray 
and Shirley MacLaine also star. Following is 

CATCH A CLASSIC

UNITED ARTISTS 

The Secret of My Success (1987), starring 
Michael J. Fox stars as a kid from Kansas 
who moves to New York City to conquer the 
business world. When the job he thought 
he had is eliminated, he goes to work for 
his inept uncle (Richard Jordan), where he 
hilariously maneuvers his way from the 
mailroom to the boardroom in weeks.

All times Eastern. Start times can vary based 
on cable/satellite provider. Confirm times on 
your on-screen guide.

2026 FIFA World Cup
FOX & FS1, beginning at noon Live
Four matchups are on the World Cup docket 
today: Spain vs. Cabo Verde (Group H) in 
Atlanta on FOX, Belgium vs. Egypt (Group G) 
in Seattle on FOX, Saudi Arabia vs. Uruguay 
(Group H) in Miami on FS1 and IR Iran vs. New 
Zealand (Group G) in Los Angeles on FS1.

Sullivan’s Crossing 
The CW, 8 p.m.
In the new episode “We Can Work It Out,” 
a casual outing takes a dramatic turn after 
Maggie (Morgan Kohan) agrees to let Liam 
(Marcus Rosner) try to cheer her up.

World War II  
With Tom Hanks
History, 8 p.m.
In “Operation Torch,” American and British 
forces engage in fierce tank battles against 
German Gen. Erwin Rommel in North Africa. 
Then, in “Secrets and Lies,” the hidden battle of 
espionage, deception and codebreaking rages, 
resulting in the British deciphering Germany’s 
Enigma Code and gaining crucial intelligence.

Little Singles
TLC, 9 p.m.  New Series
Living in an average-size world comes with 
daily challenges, from accessibility and 
social stigma to dating and self-confidence. 
In TLC’s new relationship series, a vibrant, 
tightknit group of little people who met at 
a little people convention embarks on a 
shared getaway where they can live freely 
without judgment, and where friendships 
deepen and sparks fly. What begins as a 
carefree getaway among friends quickly 
evolves into a chosen-family experience. 
With a mix of personalities, relationship his-
tories and different forms of dwarfism, the 
group explores what love, honesty and truly 
belonging really mean.

Lethally Blonde 
Investigation Discovery, 10 p.m.
The lure of social media fame pulls a young 
woman into the dark side of cosplay in the 
new episode “Dressed to Kill.” Driven by the 
attention and money that come with being 
an online celebrity, she enters a world of sex-
ual exploitation, online trolls and homicide.

The Last Twins
PBS, 10 p.m. 
Discover the extraordinary story of Erno 
“Zvi” Spiegel, an unsung hero of the Holo-
caust who risked everything to protect doz-
ens of young boys, many of them twins, tar-
geted for brutal medical experimentation in 
the Auschwitz concentration camp. Through 
courage, compassion and ingenuity, Spiegel 
shielded these children from unimaginable 
harm. When liberation came, Spiegel led the 
boys on a harrowing journey across Europe, 
ultimately bringing them home.

From the editors of  
TV Weekly and tvinsider.com

 

MONDAY
June 15, 2026

The Longest Yard (2005, Comedy) 
Adam Sandler, Chris Rock Para-
mount, 6 p.m. 

Avatar: The Way of Water (2022, 
Science fiction) Sam Worthington, 
Zoe Saldaña Freeform, 6:45 p.m. 

Avengers: Endgame (2019, Action) 
Robert Downey Jr., Chris Evans 
TNT, 7 p.m. 

ZOMBIES 3 (2022, Adventure) Milo 
Manheim, Meg Donnelly Disney, 
7 p.m. 

Resurrection Road (2025, Action) 
Michael Madsen, Malcolm Goodwin 
Starz, 7:50 p.m. 

The Little Boy Who Went Missing 
(2026, Suspense) Laurie Fortier, 
Britton Webb LMN, 8 p.m. 

London Has Fallen (2016, Action) 
Gerard Butler, Aaron Eckhart BBC 
America, 8:45 p.m. 

Grown Ups 2 (2013, Comedy) Adam 
Sandler, Kevin James Paramount, 
9 p.m. 

Turbulence (2025, Suspense) Hera 
Hilmar, Jeremy Irvine Encore, 
9 p.m. 

Alien: Romulus (2024, Science fic-
tion) Cailee Spaeny, David Jonsson 
FX, 10:30 p.m. 

Straight Outta Compton (2015, Bi-
ography) O’Shea Jackson Jr., Corey 
Hawkins MGM, 10:45 p.m. 

Unstoppable (2010, Action) Den-
zel Washington, Chris Pine AMC, 
11 p.m. 

MOVIES  
YOU’LL LOVE

‘Grown Ups 2’
TRACY BENNETT 

TLC 

‘Little Singles’ What  
to watch

Star of the Month:  
Marilyn Monroe
TCM, beginning at 8 p.m.

Turner Classic Movies’ monthlong Monday 
night celebration of legendary actress 
Marilyn Monroe continues tonight, starting 
with Bus Stop (1956), a film that follows 
two Montana-based cowboys, Beauregard 
Decker (Don Murray) and Virgil Blessing (Ar-
thur O’Connell), who meet a beautiful café 
singer named Chérie (Monroe). Chérie wants 
to make it big in Hollywood, and naive rodeo 
cowboy Beauregard is determined to lasso 
a new wife. After numerous tussles (and a 
literal kidnapping), Beauregard learns how 
to respect Chérie, which is all she really 
wanted in the first place. Monroe earned 
her first of two Golden Globe nominations 
for Best Actress in a Comedy or Musical 
for the role. Next is the unforgettable The 
Seven Year Itch (pictured), a 1955 ro-
mantic comedy in which Monroe innocently 
befriends a neighbor (Tom Ewell) who is 

CATCH A CLASSIC

20TH CENTURY FOX 

trying to resist his urges while feeling bored 
after seven years of marriage. Monroe es-
capes his clumsy advances unscathed, and 
Ewell’s Richard gets back on the straight 
and narrow. Lastly, the night concludes with 
Niagara (1953), which was the first of three 
films that year that ultimately cemented 
Monroe as a sex symbol. This was one of her 
more dramatic roles, playing an unrepen-
tant femme fatale set on having her hus-
band (Joseph Cotten) murdered by her lover 
during a trip to Niagara Falls.
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CLOSE TO HOME John McPherson THE FAMILY CIRCUS Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY Mort & Greg Walker

THE BORN LOSER Art & Chip Sansom HAGAR THE HORRIBLE Chris Browne

PICKLES Brian Crane

SUDOKU INSTRUCTIONS: 
Each row, column and set of 3-by-3 
boxes must contain the numbers 1 
through 9 without repitition.

TODAY’S ANSWER:

TODAY’S SUDOKU
SOLUTION: 

TODAY’S WHATZIT SOLUTION: 

GARFIELD Jim Davis POOCH CAFE Paul Gilligan

BLONDIE Dean Young & John Marshall

ZITS Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott PEANUTS Charles M. Schulz

TODAY’S SOLUTION: TODAY’S SOLUTION: 

Foliage

Button nose
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Smudge-free

Lie down on the job

TODAY’S SOLUTION: 
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