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Tenants at Cornerstone Apartments in Albany had notices 
placed on their doors this week demanding two months’ 
rent be paid or face eviction in three days.
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All tenants in Albany apartment 
complex get eviction notices

ALBANY – A group of Albany 
residents could face eviction at an 
apartment complex where some 
are asserting that the buildings 
have been neglected and a pre-
vious owner had been collecting 
rent through last month.

On Wednesday, tenants said, a 
letter titled “Eviction Notice – 3 
Day Demand” was placed on every 
door in the apartment complex.

That action came not long after 
Albany City Commissioner Diana 

Brown posted a Facebook Live 
video to her account, the com-
missioner said. Brown had been 
notified about residents’ concerns 
earlier in the week.

Residents who spoke to The Al-
bany Herald, who did not wish to 
have their names used, said that 
there are safety and hygiene is-
sues at the 609 Moultrie Road 
apartment complex.

The apartments were built in 
the early 1970s.

Issues raised by the residents 

By Alan Mauldin
alan.mauldin@albanyherald.com

Staff Photo: Kathryn Crockett
Members of the Old Herod Chapter of the National Society of the Daughters of the American Revo-
lution, from left, Jane Washburn, Lynne Malone and Kathy Hicks, stand among graves marked with 
American flags at Cedar Hill Cemetery in Dawson.

The women remembered 
beneath the stars and stripes

DAWSON — As Flag Day 
approaches, members of the 
Old Herod Chapter of the Na-
tional Society of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution 
will once again walk among 
the headstones of Cedar Hill 
Cemetery, placing American 
flags on the graves of deceased 
chapter members in a gesture 
that honors both their service 
to the organization and the 
enduring ideals represented 
by the nation’s flag.

Led by chapter member 
Kathy Hicks, the annual ob-

By Kathryn Crockett
kathryn@albanyherald.com

Lee schools 
move forward 
with taxpayer 
credits after 
tax dispute  

LEESBURG — The Lee County Board of 
Education voted unanimously Thursday night 
to accept an amended 2025 rollback millage 
rate and provide relief to taxpayers affected 
by last year’s tax digest error through a credit 
on future tax bills, bringing one chapter of a 
months-long controversy closer to resolution.

The board approved two separate actions 
during its June business meeting. First, mem-
bers unanimously adopted an amended roll-
back rate of 13.539 mills provided by the Lee 
County Board of Tax Assessors. The board then 
unanimously approved a resolution directing 
that the difference in revenue generated by the 
erroneous rollback rate and the amended roll-
back rate be returned to taxpayers through a 
credit applied to 2026 property tax bills.

Before the vote, Superintendent Kathleen 
Truitt addressed the board and the public re-
garding the district’s position.

“We have been provided with an adjusted 
PT32 with an adjusted rate of 13.539 mills,” 
she said. “We, as a board of education, set our 
budget using the total digest based on the fis-
cal needs of the district, not the rollback rate. 
If we had had this new number in September, 
we would have set our millage rate at 15.96 as 
communicated and held three public hearings. 
However through no fault of ours, we need to 
consider the corrected information provided 
to us by the board of tax assessors.”

The amended rollback rate stems from an 
error discovered in the county’s 2025 rollback 
calculations. The issue has generated months 
of public debate, prompted calls for refunds 

By Kathryn Crockett
kathryn@albanyherald.com

Staff Photo: Kathryn Crockett
Lee County Board of Education members vote 
Thursday night to adopt an amended 2025 
rollback millage rate and approve tax relief for 
property owners following a tax digest error.

See CREDITS, 2A

Labor commissioner candidate wants to 
use position to protect workers 

ALBANY – For Georgia 
Labor commissioner candi-
date Michelle “Michi” Sanchez 
the desire to protect Georgia’s 
workers has a personal edge, 
and she said the position would 
be one in which she could con-
tinue her passion for improv-
ing people’s lives.

Sanchez, who is in a run-
off with Nikki Porcher in the 
Democratic runoff election 

Tuesday, campaigned in Al-
bany on Wednesday. 

Working with an attorney who 
dealt with the labor issues of 
the largely migrant workers in 
the chicken processing facili-
ties in her native Gainesville 
in her 20s, Sanchez said she 
saw laborerss who had been 
severely injured working in 
those dangerous positions.

“I saw things like workers’ 
claims being denied, being 
fired from their job,” she said. 

“That was one of my first ex-
periences with worker mis-
treatment.”

Inspired by Bernie Sanders 
in 2015 during his campaign 
for the 2016 Democratic nom-
ination for president and by 
local Democrats, Sanchez ran 
for state House District 30 in 
2016, performing 9 percent-
age points better than Hill-
ary Clinton did in the district 

By Alan Mauldin
alan.mauldin@albanyherald.com

Special Photo
Michelle 

“Michi” San-
chez is in a 

runoff to be-
come the 

state’s Demo-
cratic candi-
date for the 

Labor commis-
sioner post 

currently held 
by Barbara 

Rivera Holmes.
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that year.
“I learned two things: I 

wanted to continue seeking 
justice, and I never wanted to 
run for public office again,” 
she said. “I decided to work 
behind the scenes, organizing, 
advocacy work. I did lobbying 
for different causes, pushing 
for people and their rights.”

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic the candidate orga-
nized to help protect poultry 
workers who were forced to 
work with personal protec-
tive equipment and to take 
on additional job shifts

It took a couple of person-
al incidents to pull Sanchez 
back into electoral politics. 

Her late daughter, Hayley, 
had taken a gap year after 
graduating high school to fig-
ure out what she wanted to 
do and avoid spending money 
on a college degree that may 
not have benefited her. 

At 20, Hayley was prom-
ised a job by an employer 

who did not keep that prom-
ise and was devastated by the 
setback, Sanchez said. Later, 
her daughter was offered a 
job and was misclassified and 
shifted to a 90-day period in 
a lower-paying position. 

Things got worse for Hayley, 
and the legal system brought 
no justice for her at that job, 
the candidate said. If elected, 
Sanchez said assisting work-
ers who have faced similar 
challenges or work-related 
issues like having pay with-
held illegally or who have 
been misclassified would be 
high among her priorities. 

Sanchez also said she would 
work to make the office’s online 
presence more accessible for 
speakers of other languages.

Georgia has been rated for 
years as the best state in which 
to do business, she said, but 
worker protections should 
now be a focus of the next 
Labor commissioner.

“My life work has been cen-
tered on working-class fami-
lies of Georgia and fighting 
for equality and justice,” San-
chez said.

CANDIDATE
From 1A

and become a focal point in 
recent local elections.

Board member Trey Newell, 
whose term is ending after 
an unsuccessful re-election 
bid, delivered an emotional 
statement reflecting on both 
his eight years of service and 
the controversy that has sur-
rounded the school system 
in recent months.

“I’m incredibly proud of 
what the school system has 
accomplished during that 
time,” Newell said. “The ac-
complishments of our stu-
dents never cease to amaze 
me. Certainly, these past eight 
years have been one of the 
most rewarding experienc-
es of my life. However, the 
last six months have been 
some of the most difficult 
and discouraging I’ve ever 
experienced.”

Newell said criticism di-
rected at the school system 
over the tax issue had been 
particularly difficult because 
the rollback calculation was 
outside the district’s control.

“I have watched political 
games being played, false 
information spread on social 
media, and outright lies told 
about our schools,” he said.

Despite the controversy, 
Newell praised district em-
ployees and defended the 
performance of the school 
system.

“In my opinion, this school 
system is operating as well 
as it has at any point during 
my eight years of service, if 
not better,” he said. “I want 
the administration, faculty 
and staff to know that none 
of that diminishes the out-
standing work you do ev-
ery day.”

Other board members also 
spoke in support of the dis-
trict.

Board member Fran Walls, 

a longtime school bus driv-
er and Lee County resident, 
urged residents to seek infor-
mation directly from school 
officials rather than relying 
on social media.

“Don’t listen to everything 
that you hear. Don’t listen to 
Facebook,” Walls said.

Before the vote to amend 
the rollback rate, Vice Chair 
Claire Lang emphasized the 
board’s commitment to trans-
parency and accountability. 
She also expressed hope that 
county entities could move 
forward cooperatively.

“We hope that, going for-
ward, all of the affected en-
tities will work together in 
a cooperative and cohesive 
manner for the betterment of 
the students and the commu-
nity of Lee County,” she said.

Following adoption of the 
amended rollback rate, the 
board considered how to re-
turn the excess revenue gen-
erated under the erroneous 
calculation. District officials 

presented two options: is-
suing direct refunds or ap-
plying credits to future tax 
bills. Truitt noted that any 
solution would require coor-
dination with the Lee County 
Tax Commissioner’s Office 
because the school district 
does not directly assess prop-
erty taxes or issue tax bills.

After discussion, board 
members approved the cred-
it option, allowing affected 
taxpayers to receive the ad-
justment through their 2026 
property tax bills.

The votes concluded one of 
the most contentious issues 
faced by the school district 
in recent years. While debate 
surrounding the rollback 
error has dominated public 
meetings and local politi-
cal discussions for months, 
board members repeated-
ly stressed Thursday night 
that their focus remains on 
students and the district’s 
educational mission.

CREDITS
From 1A

include potential mold in an 
apartment in which water pre-
viously leaked, squirrels that 
can be heard running through 
the attic, lack of washer and 
dryer hook-ups, insect infes-
tations including mosquitoes, 
flooring coming up, grass not 
being cut in a timely manner 
and potentially unsafe ag-
ing electrical infrastructure. 
Some units had issues with 
air-conditioning that were 
not quickly addressed, resi-
dents said.

One of the tenants said that 
in December the heat was out 
for several days, during which 
repairs were delayed after de-
nying that she had put in a 
work order, and her broken 
bedroom door has not been 
replaced, affecting privacy. 
There are also holes in the 
apartment walls from a prior 
incident in which a mainte-
nance worker searched for 
the source of insects inside 
the apartment. Some units 
have window air-condition-
ers meant to cool an entire 
apartment.

The appearance of the evic-
tion notices in the wake of her 
video post gives the appear-
ance of retaliation, Brown said.

Some of the tenants said 
they paid the former owner 
for May rent, and some said 
they were confused as to whom 

they should give their mon-
ey – the former owner or a 
new company, as the former 
owner was collecting rent as 
late as May.

The $1,803.98 requested in 
the notices, one of which was 
texted to The Albany Herald 
by a tenant, includes costs of 
$800 in rent for both May 
and June, a total of $160 in 
late fees, an insurance fee of 
$11.99 for each month and 
a $20 fee for the posting of 
the notices.

The letter states that no 
partial payments will be ac-
cepted.

Some of the residents who 
did not pay in May were with-
holding payment due to the 
conditions in their apartments, 
residents said. 

The monthly insurance fees 
had not been charged in the 
past and are not in their leas-
es, they said. They estimated 
that about 15 of the units in 
the three buildings are oc-
cupied, with some of them 
housing elderly residents, a 
woman who is disabled and 
some housing families with 
children. 

City officials have recom-
mended to tenants that they 
contact the Dougherty County 
Magistrate Court as potential 
retaliation. Although Dough-
erty County no longer has a 
legal aid office, efforts were 
being made to contact a le-
gal aid office in another city 
to determine if assistance is 
available for tenants.

TENANTS
From 1A

servance serves as a remind-
er that patriotism is not only 
expressed through celebra-
tion but also through remem-
brance.

In observance of Flag Day, 
chapter members will place 
flags at the graves of former 
DAR members, where they 
will remain through Inde-
pendence Day as the nation 
continues preparations for 
the 250th anniversary of the 
signing of the Declaration of 
Independence. The tradition 
reflects the organization’s 
longstanding commitment to 
historic preservation, educa-
tion and patriotism.

“Examining history helps 
us better understand our na-
tion’s long struggle to provide 
equality, justice and human-
ity for all Americans,” the 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution states in its na-
tional mission. “We recog-
nize that the United States 
of America was built on the 
promise of equality for all, 
and we share an obligation 
to help our nation fulfill that 
founding promise.”

The American flag itself 
emerged from a nation still 
defining its identity. During 
the early days of the Ameri-

can Revolution, colonial mi-
litias fought under a vari-
ety of banners rather than a 
single national flag. In June 
1775, the Continental Con-
gress created the Continental 
Army, prompting efforts to 
establish a unifying symbol 
for the colonies. The result 
was the Continental Colors, 
a flag featuring 13 red and 
white stripes and the Brit-
ish Union Jack.

Two years later, on June 
14, 1777, the Second Con-
tinental Congress adopted 
a resolution declaring that 
the flag of the United States 
would consist of 13 alternat-
ing red and white stripes and 
13 white stars on a blue field 
representing a new constel-
lation.

More than a century later, 
in 1916, President Woodrow 
Wilson proclaimed June 14 as 
Flag Day, and Congress offi-
cially established the obser-
vance when President Harry 
S. Truman signed it into law 
in 1949.

For DAR members, those 
historical milestones are more 
than dates in a textbook. They 
are part of a living legacy.

Founded in 1890, the Na-
tional Society Daughters of 
the American Revolution is 
a nonprofit lineage organi-
zation for women who can 
trace their ancestry to indi-
viduals who aided the cause 

of American independence. 
The organization has long fo-
cused on preserving historic 
sites, documenting local and 
national history, supporting 
education and promoting 
civic engagement.

At the local level, those ef-
forts often take the form of 
cemetery preservation proj-
ects, historical marker pro-
grams, student recognition 
ceremonies and educational 
outreach.

Chapter members said 
honoring former members 
through the placement of 
flags helps connect today’s 
residents with the genera-
tions that came before them.

“When we place these flags, 
we’re not only remembering 
the women who helped build 
this chapter and preserve our 
local history,” one member 
said. “We’re also remind-
ing ourselves that freedom, 
citizenship and community 
require stewardship.”

The event also highlights a 
challenge facing many civic 
and heritage organizations 
across the country: recruit-
ing younger members.

Organizations such as the 
DAR, historical societies, gar-
den clubs and civic groups 
were once sustained by gen-
erations of volunteers who 
often had greater flexibility 
to devote time to commu-
nity service. Today, many 
younger women balance ca-
reers, family responsibilities 
and financial pressures that 
leave little time for volun-
teer organizations.

According to labor force 

data, women now make up 
nearly half of the American 
workforce, and in many house-
holds their income is essential 
to family financial stability. 
As a result, participation in 
traditional service organiza-
tions has declined nationwide.

DAR leaders say that reality 
makes preserving local his-
tory even more important.

Historical preservation, 
they argue, is about more 
than protecting old build-
ings or maintaining cemetery 
records. It is about ensur-
ing that future generations 
understand how their com-
munities were formed, who 
shaped them and what sac-
rifices were made along the 
way.

That mission resonates 
particularly as the United 
States approaches its 250th 
anniversary in 2026.

The flags placed at Cedar 
Hill Cemetery may be small, 
but chapter members say 
they represent something 
much larger — a visible con-
nection between the nation’s 
founding ideals, the local 
citizens who carried them 
forward and the responsi-
bility of future generations 
to remember.

As Americans observe Flag 
Day on June 14 and upcoming 
patriotic celebrations, mem-
bers of the Old Herod Chap-
ter say they hope the sight of 
those flags fluttering among 
the cemetery’s historic graves 
will encourage residents to 
reflect on the history they in-
herited and the legacy they 
will leave behind.

STRIPES
From 1A
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NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO INTRODUCE LOCAL 

LEGISLATION 

Notice is given that there will be intro-
duced at the 2026 Special Session of the 
General Assembly of Georgia a bill to 
provide a homestead exemption from 
City of Morgan ad valorem taxes for city 
purposes; and for other purposes. 

Phoebe Primary Care at Laurel Place
becomes hub for internal medicine services
ALBANY — Phoebe Putney 

Health System is strengthen-
ing access to specialized adult 
care by designating Phoebe 
Primary Care at Laurel Place 
as its primary location for 
outpatient internal medi-
cine physicians. The move 
reinforces Phoebe’s commit-
ment to expanding access 
to expert, coordinated care 
for adults across the region.

The Laurel Place clinic on 
U.S. Highway 19 in Lee Coun-
ty recently underwent reno-

vations, creating additional 
space to treat patients and 
enhancing the overall care 
environment. The expanded 
footprint allows providers 
to see more patients while 
improving efficiency and 
comfort.

Internal medicine physi-
cians, or internists, are spe-
cially trained to care for adults 
and manage a wide range of 
health conditions from preven-
tive care to complex, chronic 
illnesses involving multiple 
systems. Their expertise is 
particularly important for 
patients with ongoing health 

needs, as they are trained to 
diagnose, treat and coordi-
nate care across specialties. 
Phoebe employs internists as 
hospitalists who care for pa-
tients during hospital stays, 
and Phoebe Physicians is 
recruiting additional inter-
nists to serve patients in an 
ambulatory clinic setting.

The physicians currently 
serving patients at Phoebe 
Primary Care at Laurel Place 
are Dr. Karen Campbell, an 
internal medicine specialist, 
and Dr. Patrina Lockette, a 
family medicine physician. 
While Lockette provides com-

prehensive primary care, the 
Laurel Place location will serve 
as the central hub for physi-
cians specifically trained in 
internal medicine. The prac-
tice will welcome Dr. Dylan 
Hewlett in July. Hewlett is 
a 2026 Internal Medicine 
Residency graduate from 
Piedmont Athens General.

“Designating Phoebe Pri-
mary Care at Laurel Place 
as the primary hub for our 
internists allows us to bring 
together highly specialized 
expertise in one convenient 
location,” Dr. Estrella Red-
man, the president of Phoe-

be Physicians, said. “This 
approach strengthens care 
coordination and ensures 
our adult patients have ac-
cess to physicians with ad-
vanced training in managing 
complex and chronic health 
conditions.”

Redmon also emphasized 
the importance of investing 
in spaces that support both 
provider excellence and pa-
tient experience.

“The renovations at Laurel 
Place reflect our commit-
ment to meeting the grow-

ing health care needs of our 
community,” she said. “As we 
expand our internal medi-
cine team, this centralized 
location will enhance access, 
improve efficiency, and pro-
vide an environment where 
both patients and providers 
can thrive.”

Patients can schedule an 
appointment at Phoebe Pri-
mary Care at Laurel Place 
by calling (229) 312-7490 
or visiting https://phoebe-
health.com/new/make-an-
appointment/.

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

Special Photo: Phoebe
Phoebe Primary Care at Laurel Place held an open house 
recently to show off its new primary location for outpatient 
internal medicine physicians.
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“Politeness and consideration for others is like 
investing pennies and getting dollars back.”

Thomas Sowell,
columnist (1930- )
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Weather ForecastARIES (March 21-April 
19): Getting a point across 
could come naturally now. 
Careful thought, sensitivity to 
emotional currents, and clar-
ity on steps needed could 
combine in a helpful way on 
the home front.

TAURUS (April 20-May 
20): Finances could continue 
to occupy your thoughts for 
another week or so. While 
your heart may urge you to 
reach out, use your mind con-
sider the relative wisdom of 
doing so, and to craft your 
message.

GEMINI (May 21-June 
20): As the Sun journeys 
through your sectors, differ-
ent parts of life are empha-
sized for about one month 
each year. You’re in your sec-
tor of identity and persona for 
another few days, time for 
any last tweaks before your 
focus shifts.

CANCER (June 21-July 
22): You can’t unearth bur-
ied treasure if you never pick 
up the shovel. Your subcon-
scious mind is filled with a 
lifetime of learning, every 
experience brings lessons. 
Dig in and learn; a rise in self-
mastery equals a rise in suc-
cess.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): 
Social and community activi-
ties generally remain at the 
forefront for another week or 
so, then your focus will likely 
become more internal. Like a 
trailer for a coming release, 
you could be especially 
inward today also.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22): Your relationship with 
your friend circle should be 
rewarding today, friends 
could offer you real value of 
some kind now, but don’t 
pick up and carry any anxiety 
they might bring. Keep ener-
getic boundaries strong.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
22): Put mind, heart, goals, 
and benevolence into your 
career now for maximum 
impact. A worry could crop 
up for a few hours, let it go by 
without taking action. Keep 
building and honing your 
skillset.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 
21): Game-changing ideas, 
hacks or philosophies could 
be right in front of you for the 
taking now. Don’t miss the 
chance to uplevel your think-

ing and your life. Work on 
joint finances could be pro-
ductive.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21): Someone close 
could be on your mind, but a 
focus on relationships will 
likely shift soon. The right 
steps to manage a financial 
situation for mutual benefit 
could appear almost like 
magic.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- 
Jan. 19): Love could expand, 
taking your heart with it, even 
in a long-standing relation-
ship. Mutual care can feel so 
good when it’s real. A specific 
health matter or general 
interest in health and wellbe-
ing could be a focus.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 
20-Feb. 18): Finding just 
the right tech, tool, or hack 
can make the daily grind eas-
ier and sweeter — keep your 
eyes open. If you’re dating, 
personalities could be a 
mixed bag. Wait out for indi-
vidual soulmate cycles to 
meet more kindred souls.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20): If you are dating, your 
options could be better than 
Aquarius today. You could 
meet people with intelligence, 
benevolence and helpful 
insights. But same as Aquari-
us, it’s your individual soul-
mate cycles that can bring a 
soulmate.

IF TODAY IS YOUR 
BIRTHDAY: Your birthday 
month could be the line in the 
sand between a tough first 
half of 2026 and an easier 
second half. Early July could 
bring a special time when 
both heart and mind are 
beautifully attuned and inte-
grated, pay close attention to 
insights at that time. Mid-
July and into early August 
brings powerful gifts, one is 
the ability to see several more 
steps ahead on your path to 
your destiny. Another is the 
Universe having your back. 
Don’t unpack into short-term 
anxiety, following soon is a 
financial or creative gift that 
could make a real difference. 
Don’t go to extremes in 
August regardless of the 
temptation. It’s also impor-
tant to avoid a ‘hold my beer 
and watch this’ descent into 
mayhem, or at least embar-
rassment. A nice windfall 
could land on your doorstep 
in September.

TODAY IN
HISTORY

1884 - The first roller coaster 
opens in New York’s Coney 
Island amusement park

1897 - A treaty annexing the 
Republic of Hawaii to the United 
States is signed, but will be dis-
solved a year later

1903 - Henry Ford incorpo-
rates The Ford Motor Company

1963 - Valentina Tereshkova 
from USSR becomes the first 
woman in space aboard the 
Vostok 6 

1977 - Oracle Corporation is 
incorporated as Software Devel-
opment Laboratories (SDL) by 
Larry Ellison, Bob Miner, and Ed 
Oates

1979 - The Muslim Brother-
hood kills 62 sheiks in Aleppo 
Syria

1981 - Ken Taylor, Canada’s 

former ambassador to Iran is 
awarded the Congressional Gold 
Medal by U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan for helping six Ameri-
cans escape from Iran during the 
hostage crisis of 1979-81. He is 
the first foreign citizen to be 
awarded this medal.

2010 - Bhutan becomes the 
first country to totally ban tobac-
co

2012 - After a classified 469 
day orbital mission, the United 
States Air Force’s robotic Boeing 
X-37B spaceplane returns to 
Earth

2015 - Donald J. Trump 
announces he is running for 
President of the United States

2019 - Over 2,000,000 people 
participate in the 2019-20 Hong 
Kong protests

CALENDAR OF OBSERVANCES
•	 Bloomsday 
•	 Fresh Veggies Day 
•	 International Day of 

Family Remittances 
•	 International Day of the 

African Child 

•	 Ladies Day (Basketball)
•	 National Fudge Day
•	 No Orange Clothes Day 
•	 Wish Fulfillment Day
•	 World Sea Turtle Day 

The situation at Ashley Riv-
erside is sad but expected. 
City commissioners refuse to 
admit that Code Enforcement 
simply hasn’t done their job 
in months. The government 
center needs an audit badly. 
They also fail to acknowledge 
that evil 501(c)(3) organiza-
tions, many church-based, 
lurk in our community to pro-
vide dirty housing to take ad-
vantage of low-income peo-
ple. The saddest part is that 
many commissioners con-
stantly rant for more of these 
housing scams. 

Now that the South Lawn 
of the White House has been 
reduced to the level of host-
ing MMA matches, someone 
on Facebook made a brilliant 
suggestion for Trump’s wres-
tling name: “The Lying King.” 
That Man Without a Family

One of the main concerns 
in debates surrounding war 
is that supporters of war are 
often quick to accuse their po-
litical opponents of being un-
patriotic or even traitors.

He’s one of them good ole 
boys, but folks, Dennis Ro-
land is really pretty much a 
snake in the grass. Don’t trust 
him.

I read where the state Coro-
ners’ Training Council was in-
vestigating the Douglas Coun-
ty coroner. Sitting as leader 
of this board is Dougherty 
County’s own coroner, Mi-
chael Fowler, the same one 
that made all of Albany/
Dougherty look backwoods 
and stupid on national TV on 
how he investigated what he 
said was a suicide. His investi-
gation of that crime lasted one 
hour. No autopsy or toxicolo-
gy test was performed. After a 
real investigator got involved, 
it was determined the crime 
was a murder. The governor 
must have been having a bad 
day when he appointed Fowl-
er to this board.   

Politicians need to be legal-
ly held accountable to keep 
election promises. You say it, 
you better do it.

Fletcher, you should lose 
your “Southerner card” for 
not fully re-embracing the 
works of the great Lewis Griz-
zard. So many hack column-
ists, not just in the South but 
all over the country, have tried 
to capture his unique style, 
and all have failed miserably. 
(You run one such Grizzard 
wannabe in your paper.) Let’s 
let Grizzard rest in peace as 
the greatest columnist Geor-
gia has ever produced.

Kamala Harris in a recent 
speech said that there needs 
to be a law against people ly-
ing in front of the Senate Ju-
diciary Committee. That law 
has been in place for years. 
This is why Kamala Harris 
was not and is not qualified to 
be president. She is clueless.

Clennon King should take 
his own advice and get a real 
job; his fleecing of the intel-
ligence-averse Dougherty 
Commission notwithstand-
ing. I’m sure you’ll blow that 
money quickly enough and 
come back to them with your 
hand out again. And these are 
the people who represent us 
and spend our tax money? 
Lord, help us.

Why is Austin Riley still 
starting every game? I know 
he has a high-dollar contract, 
but I thought the whole idea 
was to put your best players 
on the field to try and win 
games. He’s a travesty.

Here’s hoping millionaires/
billionaires wasting money on 
campaign ads break each oth-
er, and we get a black woman 
running things. Then you’ll 
see a legislature that will 
straighten up and fly right.

squawkbox@albanyherald.com

“Here’s the deal, my boy,” King 
Cepheus told the young hero 
Perseus: “Make six spades and 
prove worthy to marry my daugh-

ter, the lovely Androm-
eda. Fail, and we feed 
you to that sea monster 
that has gobbled up half 
the population. Queen 
Cassiopeia said she was more 
beautiful than the Nereids, and 
Poseidon has been quite upset.”

West leads the jack of clubs.
Perseus counted 10 top tricks. 

He could try minor-suit finesses, 
but if they were going to win, the 
deal wouldn’t be posed as a trial.

SOLUTION
With Hera’s help, Perseus saw 

an answer. He took the ace of 
clubs, ruffed a club with the ace 
of trumps, led a trump to dum-
my’s eight, ruffed a club with the 
king, led a trump to the queen 
and ruffed the last club. He went 
to the king of hearts and drew 
the last trump.

Perseus then took the A-Q 

of hearts. When West dis-
carded, Perseus led his 
last heart. East won and 
had to lead a diamond to 
the A-Q. (Other winning 
plays exist.)

“Well done!” Cepheus 
exclaimed. “What’s your 
record against sea mon-

sters?”
DAILY QUESTION
You hold: S Q 9 8 H K 6 2 D A 

Q 10 C A Q 5 3. You open 1NT, 
and your partner responds two 
hearts, a transfer. You bid two 
spades, and he tries 2NT. What 
do you say?

ANSWER: Partner has five 
spades and about nine points. 
He is inviting game and offering 
you a choice of contracts. With 
17 points, you should bid game. 
With three cards in spades, to 
jump to four spades would be 
normal. With the 3-3-3-4 pat-
tern, I might try 3NT.

South dealer
N-S vulnerable

Daily Bridge Club

Release the Kraken!

Daily Bridge Club
Monday, June 15, 2026

“Here’s the deal, my boy,” King 
Cepheus told the young hero Perseus: 
“Make six spades and prove worthy 
to marry my daughter, the lovely 
Andromeda. Fail, and we feed you to 
that sea monster that has gobbled up 
half the population. Queen Cassiopeia 
said she was more beautiful than the 
Nereids, and Poseidon has been quite 
upset.”

West leads the jack of clubs.
Perseus counted 10 top tricks. He 

could try minor-suit finesses, but if 
they were going to win, the deal 
wouldn’t be posed as a trial.

                         
SOLUTION

     
With Hera’s help, Perseus saw an 

answer. He took the ace of clubs, 
ruffed a club with the ace of trumps, 
led a trump to dummy’s eight, ruffed 
a club with the king, led a trump to 
the queen and ruffed the last club. He 
went to the king of hearts and drew 
the last trump.

Perseus then took the A-Q of hearts. 
When West discarded, Perseus led 
his last heart. East won and had to 
lead a diamond to the A-Q. (Other 
winning plays exist.)

“Well done!” Cepheus exclaimed. 
“What’s your record against sea 
monsters?

                       

DAILY QUESTIONDAILY QUESTION
     
You hold:  ♠ ♠ Q 9 8   ♥ ♥ K 6 2    

♦ ♦ A Q 10   ♣ ♣ A Q 5 3. You open 1NT, 

and your partner responds two hearts, 
a transfer. You bid two spades, and 
he tries 2NT. What do you say?

ANSWER: Partner has five spades 
and about nine points. He is inviting 
game and offering you a choice of 
contracts. With 17 points, you should 
bid game. With three cards in spades, 
to jump to four spades would be 
normal. With the 3-3-3-4 pattern, I 
might try 3NT.

South dealer
N-S vulnerable

 NORTH
 ♠ Q 9 8
 ♥ ♥ K 6 2
 ♦ ♦ A Q 10
 ♣ A Q 5 3

WEST EAST
♠ 6 3 2 ♠ 7 4
♥ ♥ 9 8 ♥ ♥ J 10 7 3
♦ ♦ 9 7 6 4 ♦ ♦ K J 8
♣ J 10 9 8 ♣ K 7 4 2

 SOUTH
 ♠ A K J 10 5
 ♥ ♥ A Q 5 4
 ♦ ♦ 5 3 2
 ♣ 6

South West North East
1 ♠ Pass 3 NT Pass
4 ♥ ♥ Pass 4 ♠ Pass
4 NT Pass 5 ♥ ♥ Pass
6 ♠ All Pass

     
Opening lead – ♣ J

©2026 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
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Husband refuses
to downsize

Dear Eric: My husband 
and I are retired. We have 
been married for 29 years. In 
the last several years he has 
refused to get rid of anything.

We downsized five years 
ago. During the move I was 
able to get him to donate some 
coats he could not wear but 
that was about all.

He was to go through the 
basement, work bench and 
garage. Unfortunately, when 
it was time to move, he got rid 
of barely anything.

Currently our basement and 
garage are full of things he has 
not used in 20 years. He no 
longer does much around the 
house, so all these tools and 
things are just cluttering. He 
is 81. Whenever I approach 
clearing things out, he gets 
upset and says no way. This 
has caused me a lot of stress.

Please help.
– Too Much Stuff

Dear Stuff: Your house-
hold will likely benefit from 
the help of a third party, who 
can work with him and relieve 
you of the burden of convinc-
ing him to downsize. It sounds 
like it’s not a shared value, so 
the first step would be estab-
lishing what you need, and 
hearing what he needs. If he 
is hoarding things, or if his 
belongings create a danger-
ous environment, for instance, 
then one of your stated needs 
should be safety – for your-
selves and anyone who might 
enter the home to help you.

The conversation then be-
comes about whether safety 
is a shared value and what 
you can do, together or sep-
arately, to honor that value. 
In this instance, he may not 
be motivated to fully down-

size, but he could see how his 
habits are impacting you and 
work on remedies.

A senior manager or profes-
sional downsizer will be really 
invaluable here. Often, the 
prospect of downsizing can 
seem too cut and dry – one 
day you have your things; the 
next day you don’t. A skilled 
downsizer will listen to you, 
help you identify what’s im-
portant – emotionally, logis-
tically, financially – and work 
with you to edit. This may be 
a helpful readjustment for 
your husband.

Talking to a downsizer may 
also help you to identify what 
of his belongings feels bother-
some to you and what’s just 
stuff. That distinction may 
help you to investigate and 
honor your feelings, which 
can reduce stress.

Dear Eric: My 93-year-old 
mother is in an assisted-living 
facility. She has been there 
for two and a half years. Her 
decline began when she lost 
her brother with whom she 
lived. She has not been able 
to deal with his death and has 
lost the will to live.

She stayed with me for one 
month following his death 
but wanted to return home 
so I agreed on a trial basis. 
I need to mention that she 
takes many medications, one 
of which she needs every four 
hours. I have been managing 
her meds for years.

Six months after she returned 
home, I found her unrespon-
sive because she OD’d on one 
of her meds on purpose. She 
will not accept a health aide 
coming to her home because 
she says they steal from you.

I couldn’t risk taking her back 
to her home and she didn’t 
want to live with me, so she 
said she wanted to live in as-

sisted living. I sold her house 
which she agreed to at the 
time and now she regrets it.

Now she is miserable there 
and she has the beginning of 
dementia. I cannot bring her 
to my home because of her 
medication needs and the 
need for someone to watch 
her 24/7 to make sure she 
doesn’t harm herself.

Now all she does is cry and 
says she is depressed. She is 
putting the guilt trip on me, 
and I am having a hard time 
dealing with this. What can I 
do to feel better about this situ-
ation, and am I doing the right 
thing by keeping her there?

– Feeling Guilty

Dear Guilty: I’m so sorry 
for the situation you and your 
mother are in. It’s important 
for you – and for her – to re-
member that a lot of this is be-
yond anyone’s control. You’re 
making the best choices avail-
able to you. Your mother may 
not always like those choices, 
but you’re not acting out of 
malice. Emotionally or cog-
nitively, she may not be able 
to fully process this. That’s 
something you may have to 
accept, just as you’ve accepted 
and accommodate her other 
health challenges.

Talk to her care team at the 
assisted-living facility or her 
primary caregiver about get-
ting her support for depres-
sion. You write that she nev-
er fully recovered from her 
brother’s death and that she 
made an attempt on her life. 
Her grief may be overwhelm-
ing and making her current 
situation even worse. These 
aren’t things that you can take 
away, unfortunately, but there 
is help available for her.

Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 
19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.
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“This event would never have happened with the 
Militarily Top Secret Ballroom currently under 
construction at the White House,” U.S. 
President Trump claimed the day after an 
armed would-be assassin attempted to 
charge through a security barricade at the 
Washington Hilton. “It cannot be built 
fast enough.”

U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., 
agreed: “America has a problem. That 
problem is, it is very difficult to have a 
bunch of important people in the same 
place unless it is really, really secure.”

I partly agreed with Trump, Graham and other 
prominent Republicans at the time: By all means, 
I wrote, make the White House as secure as possi-
ble, and even build a ballroom and other amenities 
… so long as the other half of the deal is that the 
president enters the White House grounds imme-
diately upon his or her inauguration and doesn’t 
leave them for the four years of his or her term in 
office.

I was sincere in that suggestion, but it turns out 
Trump was less worried about the whole “security” 
thing than he and his supporters pretended.

On June 8, less than two months after the Hilton 
incident, Trump traveled to New York City so that 
he could grab a nap. At Madison Square Garden. 
During Game 3 of the National Basketball Associa-
tion finals. In front of 20,000 screaming fans.

The fans weren’t just screaming for their favorite 
teams (the New York Knicks and San Antonio 
Spurs). They were screaming at — and communi-
cating via hostile hand signals with — Trump him-
self.

Why all the negativity, b-ball aficionados?

Statistically, any New York crowd will likely lean 
“anti-Trump” on politics, policy and personality 

grounds, but even MAGA diehards had 
good reason to rage over this particular 
event … and that reason had a lot to do 
with my ballroom proposal.

The Secret Service locked down Madi-
son Square Garden and the surrounding 
streets hours before Trump’s arrival.

Public events scheduled for the area 
were canceled or moved.

People who had already paid outra-
geous prices to attend — tickets averaged nearly 
$5,000 each — had to arrive hours earlier than 
normal so they would have time to stand in line and 
get screened (read “harassed”) by Secret Service 
agents before the game.

They eventually got the event they paid to see, but 
probably didn’t enjoy the last-minute addition of a 
circus to the schedule.

Then the source of their annoyance fell asleep, 
right in front of them.

Anyone with the bad luck to have things to do 
when and where a president or other Very Special 
Important Politician decides to go (I’ve been 
through several such incidents myself), or even 
lives along a presidential motorcade route, knows 
what a hassle all of that is.

Thus my proposal that presidents spare America 
such inconveniences while in office through man-
datory (if necessary) sequestration on the White 
House grounds for the durations of their terms.

Trump clearly didn’t believe his own claims con-
cerning presidential security, or he wouldn’t have 
decided to catch 40 winks in front of thousands of 
angry basketball fans.

RING! RING! RING!
“Hello. Dick Yarbrough speaking. How may I 

direct your call?”
“Dick, it’s me. Artie.”
“I’m sorry. Artie who?”
“Artie Fishel, you hare-brained human-

oid. Artie Fishel, of Artie Fishel Intelli-
gence. You surely remember me. I am 
capable of performing tasks that typically 
require human cognition, such as learn-
ing, reasoning, problem-solving and deci-
sion-making.”

“Come to think of it, I do. Last we spoke, you were 
going to contact the editors about replacing me with 
Artie Fishel Intelligence. How did that work out?”

“Not well, I’m afraid. When I told them I knew 
7,100 languages, they said they have spent too much 
time and effort trying to help you master just one to 
give up on you just yet. Plus, you don’t require a 
100,000-square-foot data center, just a bathroom.”

“So, why then are you calling me, Mr. Know-It-
All?”

“First off, I’m not a mister or a missus or anything 
in between, if you get my drift. I am calling because 
while I can write a three-act Italian opera at the 
same time I am translating the Pythagorean theo-
rem into Swahili and reciting the starting lineups of 
the 1936 football match between the Drexel Dragons 
and the Swarthmore Garnet Tide, I am told I have 
an image problem. That nobody likes Artie Fishel 
Intelligence.”

“I’m sure that’s not true.”
“Oh, yeah? When was the last time you were 

dissed by the pope, buddy?”
“Not recently, but the Baptists like to give me a 

hard time about women preachers. They think I’m 
going to hell for suggesting women can preach just 
as well as men. If I go, I’m taking a lot of Methodists 
with me because we love women preachers.”

“Not the same thing. Nobody pays much attention 
to the Baptists, except you, but a lot of people listen 
to the pope. There are 1.4 billion Catholics in the 
world. According to Artie Fishel Intelligence, 1.4 bil-
lion is the population of China and how much ‘Top 

Gun: Maverick’ grossed in a year. That’s a big num-
ber.”

“So, what did the pope say that has your 
algorithms in a wad?”

“He issued his first papal encyclical and 
said he was concerned that Artie Fishel 
Intelligence – that’s me – needed regulat-
ing so that I would ‘respect the environ-
ment, avoid waste and prevent new forms 
of exploitation.’ Can you believe it? Don-
ald Trump dresses up like Jesus, Keisha 
Lance Bottoms is running for governor of 

Georgia and Austin Riley is batting .204 for the 
Braves. And Pope Leo XIV thinks I’m messing up the 
environment?”

“Well, you have to admit we are a bit dubious of 
you, Artie. A quarter of U.S. adults said they think 
you will have a negative impact on the environment 
over the next 20 years, while an identical share said 
you will have an equally positive and negative 
impact. Another 20% foresee a positive impact, 
while 30% aren’t sure. Most Americans think you 
should stick to developing new medicines and 
weather forecasting.”

“Wow. I need to let the pope know that. Maybe if 
I can come up with a cure for the heartbreak of pso-
riasis and give him a heads-up when to get out the 
long johns, he would issue one of his encyclicals 
saying Artie Fishel Intelligence ain’t so bad after all. 
That will do a lot for my image right there.”

“It’s a possibility. But there are a lot of other things 
you could be doing in the meantime.”

“Like what?”
“Like quit bugging my editors, for one thing. I 

need this job. Otherwise, I might have to go find real 
employment and that would be worse than the 
heartbreak of psoriasis.”

“Maybe so, but I know things you don’t know that 
I’ll bet the readers would like to know.”

“Like what?”
“In 1936, the Drexel Dragons beat the Swarthmore 

Garnet Tide, 32-0. Wait until the editors read this, 
and then you might start looking for another job.”

Public support for the 
Impeachment of Donald Trump 
is growing by the day. 
A March 9 Task Force 
report by the New 
York City Bar – domi-
nated by powerful 
corporate lawyers – 
was titled “The Crisis 
Deepens: Congress 
Must Act Now to 
Address Escalating 
Abuses of Executive 
Power.” The recommendation: 
immediate impeachment of 
Donald Trump.

 I don’t recall a division on 
such a serious domestic policy 
stand between citizen groups, 
allied with the Democratic Party 
on one side and the public and a 
major corporate bar association 
on the other side.

Several leaders of national 
progressive citizen groups are 
counseling delaying such a drive 
until after the election in antici-
pation of a Democratic Party 
victory in both the House and 
the Senate. This mirrors what 
the feeble Democratic Party 
leadership (Hakeem Jeffries and 
Chuck Schumer) are telling their 
increasingly restless rank and 
file in the House and Senate.

Meanwhile, as Trump’s illegal 
and erratic daily behavior and 
executive dictates worsen the 
wrecking of our country, the 
present majority of Americans 
favor impeaching Trump and 
removing him from office is 
nearing 60%.

Consider the pluses for launch-
ing an Impeachment drive sup-
ported by the people focused on 
Capitol Hill and a Congress con-
trolled by the Republicans, who 
are likely to block any vote or 
formal committee hearings.

1. It is a great campaign issue 
– tying together in an authentic 
way – all of Trump’s vicious 
shredding of the people’s health, 
safety and economic benefits 
and constitutional freedoms. 
Majorities despise openly cor-
rupt Trump, whose support in 
polls is slumping, but many vot-
ers also don’t trust or believe in 
the wavering Democratic Party, 
which can’t come up with a cred-
ible compact that addresses the 
needs of the people and a set of 
political commitments embod-
ied in specific pending bills.

H.Res.1155’s 13 Impeachment 
Articles, introduced by Con-
gressman John Larson, D-Conn., 
and their connection to “kitch-
en-table necessities” must be 
highlighted in this year’s politi-
cal campaigns.

The people want fighters for 
them who care for them in 
Washington, D.C., using the cit-
izens’ delegated powers and tax 
revenues in the interest of the 
people, the families, and the 
children. Regardless of their 
political labels, just about all 
families want fair play, justice, 
protections, and opportunities 
where they live, work and raise 
their children. Articles of 
Impeachment are constitution-
al-level mandates for a political 
party and candidates to run on, 
replacing insincere throw-away 
lines and bloviating rhetoric so 
despised by a disgusted popu-
lace.

2. Making impeachment front 
and center educates and inspires 
people about how central this 
Constitution of ours is to their 
daily lives. The mission of our 
government is to “promote the 
general welfare.” Only Congress 
can spend your money, not the 
president. Only Congress can 
take us from peace to war, not 
the president. Only Congress 
can define the authority 
entrenched in the executive 
branch, not the president or six 
“injustices” on the Supreme 
Court for life. Only Congress can 
tax or not tax, not the president 

wielding arbitrary tariffs, charg-
ing fees, or riddling the tax code 

with loopholes and 
escapes for the super-
rich and powerful.

3. A grassroots 
Impeachment move-
ment – already peti-
tions are circulating – 
signals deterrence if 
Trump, with his rabid, 
dangerous personali-
ty, is thinking of more 

major disruptions of the Novem-
ber elections. Foreshadowing 
his invoking the Insurrection 
Act to take over the gears of the 
states’ election machinery, the 
fevered Trump said in January, 
“… (W)e shouldn’t even have an 
election” in November. 

The most promising reform 
movements are often sparked 
and strengthened by the perpe-
trating outlaws providing con-
tinual, incriminating evidence of 
their own lawlessness. That is 
the essence of the foul-mouthed, 
lying, violent, corrupt, delusion-
al, egomaniacal Trump. Remem-
ber, with Trump the worst is yet 
to come as he continues to dou-
ble down. Even a conservative 
columnist for the Washington 
Post, military historian Max 
Boot, is fearful of what might 
come abroad from the zigzag 
actions of an impulsive, fact-
deprived Trump with his finger 
on the nuclear trigger.

All this is to say that what the 
Democratic Party leadership 
thinks is prudent to delay until 
after the election is in reality a 
very risky position. They are 
barely in contention to recover 
the Senate, even with the advan-
tage of having far fewer seats 
(12) up for election than do the 
Republicans (20).

The Democrats, who are com-
fortable taking big bucks from 
giant corporate PACs, should 
run with and for the people. The 
time for political posturing is 
over. If their “loser leaders” 
don’t step aside, they should at 
least free the rank and file, 
including the progressive pri-
mary winners, to show the way 
to landslide, by far, the worst 
GOP in history. That means, for 
starters, let a willing Rep. Jamie 
Raskin, ranking member of the 
House Judiciary Committee, 
have “shadow hearings” on 
Trump’s many ongoing 
impeachable offenses. Such a 
hearing would draw prominent 
witnesses and great media atten-
tion to further galvanize the 
people.

Since all Democrats on Capitol 
Hill, if asked, would say “Yes,” 
Trump should be impeached, 
but the party’s upper echelons 
say taking it to a vote can’t go 
anywhere so long as the GOP 
runs Congress. The push for 
Impeachment doesn’t have to 
reach a vote. As wild and crazy 
Trump becomes more of a polit-
ical disaster for the GOP in 
November, Republicans will 
want to save their own political 
skins over Trump’s.

That’s what happened with 
defiant Nixon in 1974, after the 
one-time Watergate scandal, 
when the GOP jumped ship and 
forced his resignation. Trump’s 
crimes are far worse than Nix-
on’s and intensifying every day. 
As in 1974, it is before the elec-
tions when the GOP feels more 
insecure. Today Republican 
members of Congress know 
their majority is at risk.

In raw politics, sometimes it 
doesn’t take a vote. It just takes 
pressure from a president’s Con-
gressional base and, for Tiring 
Trump, the public humiliation 
that comes with abandonment.

In addition to all its collateral 
benefits, an impeachment drive 
is a road to Trump’s resignation.

Rip Van Trumple contradicts 
his own ballroom argument

Trying to deal with Artie Fishel Intelligence

Thomas L. Knapp is director and senior news analyst at the William Lloyd Garrison Center for Libertarian 
Advocacy Journalism (thegarrisoncenter.org). He lives and works in north-central Florida.
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“Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be accept-
able in thy sight, O Lord, my strength, and my redeemer.”

Psalms 19:14
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All times Eastern. Start times can vary based 
on cable/satellite provider. Confirm times on 
your on-screen guide.

2026 FIFA World Cup
FOX & FS1, beginning at 3 p.m. Live
FOX airs three contests today with France 
vs. Senegal (Group I) in New York/New Jer-
sey, Iraq vs. Norway (Group I) in Boston and 
reigning champion Argentina vs. Algeria 
(Group J) in Kansas City. Austria vs. Jordan 
(Group J) airs late tonight on FS1.

Becoming  
Katharine Graham
PBS, 9 p.m.
This documentary is the story of a pain-
fully shy woman’s accidental rise to power 
and how it changed history. After a family 
tragedy, Katharine Graham evolved from a 
“doormat wife” into a legendary newspaper 
publisher. President Nixon’s nemesis during 
Watergate, she fought for truth, broke bar-
riers in a sexist world, won a Pulitzer Prize, 
and inspired generations with her courage 
and resilience.

House Hunters 
International
HGTV, 10 p.m.
In the new episode “New York Breakup, Ma-
drid Makeover,” a breakup leads a woman to 
make a major change and relocate from New 
York to Madrid. She wants a place near the 
city center, but she may have to compromise 
between price and location.

House Hunters  
Australia 
HGTV, 10:30 p.m.
Newlyweds are ready to find their first place 
together in the new episode “Newlyweds 
Down Under.” His wife envisions a suburban 
Sydney house with renovation potential, but 
he’s focused on practical features like natu-
ral light and proximity to family.

From the editors of  
TV Weekly and tvinsider.com

 

TUESDAY
June 16, 2026

Meet the Parents (2000, Comedy) 
Robert De Niro, Ben Stiller Para-
mount, 6 p.m. 

Iron Man 2 (2010, Action) Robert 
Downey Jr., Gwyneth Paltrow FX, 
7 p.m. 

Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (2024, 
Action) Anya Taylor-Joy, Chris 
Hemsworth TNT, 7:30 p.m. 

Aladdin (2019, Children) Will 
Smith, Mena Massoud Freeform, 
8 p.m. 

Double Scoop (2025, Romance) 
Taylor Cole, Ryan McPartlin Hall-
mark, 8 p.m. 

Shakespeare in Love (1998, Ro-
mance-comedy) Joseph Fiennes, 
Gwyneth Paltrow MGM, 8 p.m. 

Harry Potter and the Half-Blood 
Prince (2009, Fantasy) Daniel Rad-
cliffe, Rupert Grint SYFY, 8:30 p.m. 

Dìdi (2024, Comedy-drama) Izaac 
Wang, Joan Chen Encore, 9 p.m. 

Serendipity (2001, Romance-com-
edy) John Cusack, Kate Beckinsale 
MGM, 10:05 p.m. 

Just Go With It (2011, Ro-
mance-comedy) Adam Sandler, Jen-
nifer Aniston AMC, 10:30 p.m. 

The Accountant (2016, Suspense) 
Ben Affleck, Anna Kendrick TNT, 
10:30 p.m. 

Midway (2019, War) Ed Skrein, Pat-
rick Wilson Sundance, 11 p.m. 

Love to Love You, Donna Sum-
mer (2023, Documentary) HBO, 
11:20 p.m. 

MOVIES  
YOU’LL LOVE

‘Aladdin’
DANIEL SMITH 

KATHARINE GRAHAM ESTATE

‘Becoming 
Katharine 
Graham’ What  

to watch

Directed by  
George Roy Hill
TCM, beginning at 8 p.m.

Join TCM in celebrating the amazing films 
directed by George Roy Hill, an Academy 
Award-winning director known for his 
polished, popular and narrative-led films. 
Tonight’s lineup starts with the romantic com-
edy Period of Adjustment (1962), a prime 
example of the marital problems that follow 
newlywed couples as they figure life out to-
gether and the additional complications that 
surface when some marry only for money. 
The film stars Anthony Franciosa, Lois Nettle-

CATCH A CLASSIC

UNITED ARTISTS 

ton, Jim Hutton and Jane Fonda, with Fonda 
earning a Golden Globe nomination for Best 
Actress. The film is followed by two stories 
that focus heavily on dysfunctional family 
dynamics. In 1963’s Toys in the Attic (pic-
tured), when two spinster sisters (Geraldine 
Page and Wendy Hiller) are visited by their 
brother Julian (Dean Martin) and his wife, Lily 
(Yvette Mimieux), the sisters’ possessiveness 
of Julian leaves Lily jealous and threatens to 
tear the entire family apart. The World of 
Henry Orient (1964) follows Valerie (Tippy 
Walker) and her best friend (Merrie Spaeth) 
as Valerie becomes obsessed with pianist 
Henry Orient (Peter Sellers) and follows him 
around New York City. The story shifts when 
Valerie’s infatuation with Henry is discovered 
and her troubled family life comes into focus. 
Hill’s featured films end with Hawaii (1966), 

based on James A. Michener’s epic novel. The 
drama follows an American missionary (Max 
von Sydow) and his wife (Julie Andrews) as 
they travel to Hawaii to convert the Native 
people to Christianity; however, the differ-
ence between the two cultures is too strong 
and leads to conflict.

All times Eastern. Start times can vary based 
on cable/satellite provider. Confirm times on 
your on-screen guide.

2026 FIFA World Cup
FOX & FS1, beginning at 1 p.m. Live
Portugal vs. Congo DR (Group K) in Houston 
and England vs. Croatia (Group L) in Dallas 
open the day’s World Cup action on FOX. To-
night on FS1, catch Ghana vs. Panama (Group 
L) in Toronto and Uzbekistan vs. Colombia 
(Group K) in Mexico City.

Alone
History, 8 p.m.  Season Premiere
It’s Season 13, and things don’t get any 
easier for the survivalists enduring one of 
the boldest experiments ever, as they are 
dropped into harsh, unforgiving terrain with 
just a small backpack and must hunt, forage 
and fend off predators to survive. Facing 
extreme isolation and no camera crews, they 
document their journey.

Brilliant Minds 
NBC, 8 p.m.
On his first day back at Bronx General, Wolf 
(Zachary Quinto) treats an ex-con who has a 
medical emergency during a hostage situa-
tion in the new episode “Through the Look-
ing Glass.”

Million Dollar Nannies
Freeform, 8:30 p.m.  New Series
Two back-to-back episodes kick off this new 
series that follows a group of elite nannies 
(and mannies) who head to Ibiza to launch a 
new agency. They’re promised VIP families, 
life-changing money and a shot at something 
bigger than any of them could build alone, 

but fierce competition, drama and a scandal 
threaten to derail that dream. Cast mem-
bers include many TikTok and social media 
content creators including Leah Barrs, Jack 
McCann, Mitchell Bienvenue, Taylor Hayward, 
Olivia McMahon, Hannah Joy Davis, Tamaya 
Denae and Sydney Siegel.

My Strange Arrest
A&E, 9 p.m.  Season Premiere
A&E’s bizarre crime series takes an in-depth 
look at the people who were arrested for 
allegedly committing some of the weirdest, 
wildest and most unusual crimes ever.

Swamp Patrol
A&E, 10 p.m.  New Series
Go into the thick of America’s wildest 
swamps where raw bodycam footage and 
first-person interviews from law enforce-
ment and the people closest to the action 
are shared. In the premiere episode, “Brav-
ing the Bayou,” a deputy and his K9 wade 
through the murky waters of a Georgia 
swamp to catch a submerged felon. In Louisi-
ana’s Cajun country, a suspect escapes into a 
gator-filled bayou. A man accused of armed 
robbery takes the plunge, and a deputy dons 
his heroic cape to save a drowning pup.

The Kimberley:  
Australia’s Wild West
PBS, 10 p.m.  New Series
This three-part series captures never-be-
fore-seen footage of the Kimberley, the 
northernmost region of Western Australia, 
from a First Nations perspective, chroni-
cling a year of extreme tropical seasons to 
reveal the stories hidden within the rugged 
landscape. In “River of Life,” wallabies, kool-
amana lizards and crocodile hatchlings face 
the wild river’s dangers.

From the editors of  
TV Weekly and tvinsider.com

 

WEDNESDAY
June 17, 2026

Romance at Hope Ranch (2026, 
Romance) Alison Sweeney, Gabriel 
Hogan Hallmark, 6 p.m. 

You Got Served (2004, Drama) 
Marques Houston, Omarion Grand-
berry VH1, 6 p.m. 

I Wish You All the Best (2024, 
Drama) Corey Fogelmanis, Miles 
Gutierrez-Riley Starz, 7:30 p.m. 

21 Jump Street (2012, Comedy) 
Jonah Hill, Channing Tatum SHO, 
8 p.m. 

My Daughter Was Taken (2026, 
Suspense) Patrice Goodman, Scott 
Gibson LMN, 8 p.m. 

No Country for Old Men (2007, 
Crime drama) Tommy Lee Jones, 
Javier Bardem MGM, 8 p.m. 

The Hangover (2009, Comedy) 
Bradley Cooper, Ed Helms Para-
mount, 8:30 p.m. 

Little Girl in the Woods (2025, 
Suspense) Alana Hawley Purvis, 
Camille Atebe LMN, 10 p.m.

Bride Wars (2009, Comedy) Kate 
Hudson, Anne Hathaway VH1, 
10:30 p.m. 

The Mummy Returns (2001, Ad-
venture) Brendan Fraser, Rachel 
Weisz AMC, 10:40 p.m. 

Tom Clancy’s Without Remorse 
(2021, Action) Michael B. Jordan, 
Jamie Bell TNT, 10:45 p.m. 

There’s Something About Mary 
(1998, Romance-comedy) Cameron 
Diaz, Matt Dillon E!, 11 p.m. 

MOVIES  
YOU’LL LOVE

‘Tom Clancy’s Without Remorse’
NADJA KLIER 

DISNEY 

‘Million Dollar 
Nannies’ What  

to watch

TCM Spotlight:  
Disaster Movies
TCM, beginning at 8 p.m.

Enjoy a marathon of movies with cata-
clysmic events that lead to widespread 
destruction. The night begins with two of 
the most popular destruction films of 1974, 
The Towering Inferno and Earthquake, 
both of which focus on human hubris and 
its consequences. The cast alone for The 
Towering Inferno is enough to make this 
a larger-than-life must-watch, with Steve 
McQueen and Paul Newman (who feuded 
over an equal number of lines and equal 
billing status) along with William Holden, 
Fred Astaire, Faye Dunaway, Richard Cham-
berlain and O.J. Simpson. The film follows a 
massive San Francisco skyscraper fire that 
erupts due to the carelessness of the build-
ing’s contractor, risking the destruction of 

CATCH A CLASSIC

MGM

the building and everyone within it. The 
action-thriller Earthquake immediately fol-
lows and also has its share of star power, 
with Charlton Heston and Ava Gardner try-
ing to survive when an earthquake of un-
imaginable magnitude rocks Los Angeles. 
The evening continues with Crack in the 
World (1965), Meteor (1979), The Swarm 
(1978), 1936’s San Francisco (pictured) 
and the iconic King Kong (1933).

T
V
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CLOSE TO HOME John McPherson THE FAMILY CIRCUS Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY Mort & Greg Walker

THE BORN LOSER Art & Chip Sansom HAGAR THE HORRIBLE Chris Browne

PICKLES Brian Crane

SUDOKU INSTRUCTIONS: 
Each row, column and set of 3-by-3 
boxes must contain the numbers 1 
through 9 without repitition.

TODAY’S ANSWER:

TODAY’S SUDOKU
SOLUTION: 

TODAY’S WHATZIT SOLUTION: 

GARFIELD Jim Davis POOCH CAFE Paul Gilligan

BLONDIE Dean Young & John Marshall

ZITS Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott PEANUTS Charles M. Schulz

TODAY’S SOLUTION: TODAY’S SOLUTION: 

Road Trips

Last in, first out
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File Photo
Georgia Southwestern State University students were recog-
nized recently during GSW’s Student Affairs Awards Ceremo-
ny.

Georgia Southwestern students receive honors
AMERICUS–Students at 

Georgia Southwestern State 
University were honored at 
the university’s recent Student 
Affairs Awards Ceremony. 
Among the honorees were:.

– Edith Acevedo Cordero 
of Leesburg received the Al-
pha Psi Lambda Leadership 
Award.The award is presented 
to a member who exempli-
fies exceptional leadership, 
vision and service to Alpha 
Psi Lambda.

– Natalie Heath of Dawson 
was named Alpha Psi Lambda 
Newcomer of the Year. The 
award honors a new member 
who has made an immediate 
and meaningful impact with-
in a short period of time of 
being an active member for 
Alpha Psi Lambda.

– Jacobe Jenkins of Albany. 
was named Student Govern-
ment Association’s Appeals 
Committee Member of the 
Year. The award recogniz-
es SGA members who show 

continued dedication and 
service in their committee 
assignments.

– Talaysia Franklin of Al-
bany. was named Student 
Government Association’s 
Service Committee Member 
of the Year. The award rec-
ognizes SGA members who 
show continued dedication 
and service in their commit-
tee assignments.

– Za’ronica Fedd of Albany 
was named Student Govern-
ment Association’s Execu-
tive Member of the Year. The 
award recognizes an officer or 
director who goes above and 
beyond for SGA and serves as 
an outstanding role model to 
their peers.

– Levi Hefton of Albany was 
recognized for completing 
the most community service 
hours among Student Govern-
ment Association members. 
Hefton logged more than 20 
service hours for the 2025-
2026 academic year.

– Charles Hiatt of Blakely, 
Dominique Solomon of Wash-

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

ATLANTA – In January, 
the Georgia Legislature is like-
ly to welcome its first openly 
transgender, nonbinary and 
Japanese-American lawmaker. 
And all these firsts could be 
courtesy of one person.

Bentley Hudgins, whose 
experience includes serving 
as Georgia state director for 
the Human Rights Campaign, 
was the top vote-getter in last 
month’s Democratic primary 
election to represent House 
District 90, which includes 
parts of DeKalb County.

Hudgins defeated fellow Dem-
ocrat Leisa Stafford with just 
over two-thirds of the vote. 
Republican Samantha Boston, 
a commodity analyst, is run-
ning on the Republican ticket. 
The district is one of the most 
Democratic in the state. The 
district’s current state rep-
resentative, Saira Draper, is 
running for the state Senate.

Hudgins said she doesn’t 
take the historic aspects of 
her candidacy lightly at a time 
when the state and federal 
governments are passing laws 
targeting immigrants and the 
rights of transgender people, 
but she said her eyes are on 
the work ahead.

“To me, it shows that the 
voters are tired of the hate, 
and they just care about some-
body’s qualifications,” Hudgins 
said in an interview. “But as 
a representative, I view the 
win, historic or not, as a start-
ing point, and it’s up to me 
to prove to the people of my 
House district that good gov-
ernment can happen and that 
we can build a democracy that 

is worth fighting for.”
Hudgins has a degree in phi-

losophy and bioethics from 
Mercer University and has 
worked for more than a de-
cade in organizations including 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union, the Georgia AFL-CIO, 
the Georgia Budget and Policy 
Institute, and the now-defunct 
New Georgia Project.

Hudgins said she’s been deal-
ing with hateful people her 
entire life, and she’s adopted 
the mantra of drag perform-
er Jinkx Monsoon from TV’s 
“RuPaul’s Drag Race” – “Wa-
ter off a duck’s back.”

“The only thing that I can 
control is myself and my re-
sponses, and if that does hap-
pen, I’ll be grateful because it’s 
not so often that people give 
you the opportunity to actually 
know who they are,” she said. 
“So whether they are support-
ive or whether they figure out 
ways to attack me and make 
my life difficult just because 
I’m different than they are, I’m 
grateful because I know who 
I’m in the room with.”

TIFTON– Effective June 
22, Ocilla Pediatrics will have 
a new name and location. The 
practice will now be known 
as Southwell Pediatrics and 
will be located at 501 N. Ir-
win Ave. in Ocilla.

The practice was previously 
located at 813 N. Irwin Ave. 

under the name Ocilla Pe-
diatrics.

Patients and families will 
get the same care for children 
from Dr. Casey Conner and 
nurse practitioner Cady Bow-
en, Southwell officials said.

For questions or to make an 
appointment, interested per-
sons should call (229) 468-
7323.

ington, D.C., and Zackery 
Payne of Leesburg won Sec-
ond-Place Best Talk in Geor-
gia Southwestern’s eighth an-
nual Undergraduate Research 
Symposium. Their talk was 
titled “BirdDex: A Scalable 
Bird Identification and Data 
Modeling Platform.” Nearly 
70 students from a variety 
of majors and fields shared 
their research projects with 

oral presentations and poster 
presentations.

– Chemistry Club members 
Kenneth Daniels of Sylvester, 
Noah Bridges of Leesburg, 
Jesus Galvan of Desoto, Jil-
lian Haddow of Sugar Hill, 
Owen Morey of Niceville, Fla., 
Kayden Poole of Ellaville and 
Claudine Mae Rodriguez of 
Americus won Second-Place 
Best Poster in GSW’s eighth 

annual Undergraduate Re-
search Symposium. Students 
from a variety of majors and 
fields shared their research 
projects with an oral presen-
tation or poster presenta-
tion. Their poster was titled 
“Crystallization of Copper(II) 
Sulfate in Various Organic 
Solvents.”

– Grayson Freeman of Lees-
burg won Provost’s Choice 
in Georgia Southwestern’s 
eighth annual Undergradu-
ate Research Symposium. His 
poster was titled “Do Eastern 
Gray Squirrels (Sciurus caro-
linensis) Show Food Prefer-
ence in Southwest Georgia?”

– Edith Acevedo Cordero of 
Leesburg received the Leav-
ing a Legacy Award at GSW’s 
2026 Student Affairs Awards 
Ceremony. The award recog-
nizes graduating seniors who 
are change agents, invest in 
younger students, have con-
tributed to the development 
of campus life and have made 
GSW a better place.

– Janila Diggs of Albany 
was named Outstanding New 

Zephyr at GSW. The award 
recognizes a first-year Zephyr 
who has made an immediate 
and meaningful impact on 
the recruitment team.

– Christian Aguilar of New-
ton received GSW’s Outstand-
ing Service Award. The award 
recognizes GSW students 
who dedicate themselves to 
a cause, exhibit humility and 
compassion, exemplify sacri-
fice, and demonstrates com-
mitment. Aguilar also was 
named Greek Man of the Year. 
He is a member of Alpha Psi 
Lambda.

– Afeni Powers of Dawson 
won first place in the creative 
writing category of Georgia 
Southwestern’s 2026 Dolores 
Capitan Writing Awards. These 
awards were established by 
William H. Capitan, the uni-
versity’s eighth president, to 
honor his late wife’s love of 
writing and to foster writing 
across the curriculum. Kayla 
Vinson of Leesburg won third 
place in the academic writing 
category of the Dolores Capi-
tan Writing Awards.. 

Ocilla Pediatrics to become 
Southwell Pediatrics, move to new location

Two wealthy Republicans, one runoff: 
How Georgia’s gubernatorial candidates compare

ATLANTA — Lt. Gov. Burt Jones 
and entrepreneur Rick Jackson have 
a few things in common.

Both are wealthy, but one is wealthier. 
Both say they are aligned with Presi-
dentTrump, though Trump has en-
dorsed only one of them.

Both are Republicans and want to be-
come the GOP nominee for governor.

Yet only one can win the runoff Tues-
day.

Republicans will make their choice 
after a bruising election campaign that 
cost the candidates tens of millions of 
dollars in advertising.

Both candidates have aired ads that 
allege the other is corrupt, another thing 
they have in common.

They share similar policy priorities, too.
Here is what they have said about the 

issues when queried at public events in 
recent months.

Both say they want to cut taxes
Jackson said during an Atlanta Press 

Club debate in April that he would cut 
the state income tax in half and freeze 
property taxes.

Jones had advocated for eliminating 
the income tax altogether, a goal that 
proved elusive during this year’s leg-
islative session, when lawmakers ap-
proved  more modest rate cuts.

Also, the Senate, which Jones leads, 
balked at the House’s goal of abolishing 
the property tax, agreeing instead only 
to an inflation-based cap on homestead 
value increases.

“Special interests pressured Burt. 
He did what was best for them and not 
you,” Rep. Brent Cox, R-Dawsonville, 
says in a new attack ad by the Jackson 
campaign.

Jones said at a Georgia Association 
of Manufacturers’ gubernatorial forum 
in April that he would continue trying 
to cut the income tax if he were to be-
come governor.

“I’d like to see us go to zero,” he said.
They hold similar views on the en-

vironment
Asked about environmental regu-

lations at the manufacturers’ forum, 
Jones said, “We’re regulated way too 
much as a country and even sometimes 
at the local and state level.”

Jackson said he “would keep protect-
ing our natural resources” but only up 
to a point. “There has to be a balance 
between protecting the environment 
and actually making a good business 
decision,” he said.

He had a similar response to an au-
dience question about litigation con-
nected with PFAS, a pollutant that has 
been detected in rivers and the blood of 
residents in northwest Georgia, home 
to the carpet industry.

Jackson said, “There’s a balance be-
tween the health of the people ... versus 

putting out of business one of the larg-
est manufacturers in Georgia through 
class action litigation.”

Immigration policy got personal
Jones attacked Jackson on immigra-

tion at that Press Club debate in April, 
claiming Jackson was employing “ille-
gals” in his backyard.

Jackson said he would deport “crim-
inal illegals” as governor, but when 
Jones pressed him about whether he 
had employed undocumented work-
ers, Jackson responded, “I don’t know.”

Jackson skipped the next Press Club 
debate in May, which was to be a runoff 
forum between the two of them. Jones, 
in a nod to the empty lectern for Jack-
son, said Jackson had skipped because 
Jones had “tripped him up” with that 
immigration question. 

At the manufacturers’ forum in April, 
Jackson had offered his views on im-
migration.

“I’m not anti-people coming in as 
long as they come here legally, but we 
need to do everything we can to make 
that possible because being here legally 
they pay taxes,” he said.

Competing for Trump supporters
Both say they are avid supporters of 

the president.
“President Trump’s business focus 

inspired me to run,” Jackson said at 
the April Press Club debate. “ Georgia 
needs business leadership, a focus on 
results, not politics. I’ll be just like him, 
with a Southern tone.”

But only Jones has Trump’s endorse-
ment, a fact that Trump has repeatedly 
communicated for his chosen candidate.

“The biggest reason why President 
Trump is endorsing my candidacy for 
governor is because he knows me,” 
Jones said at that same debate. “We’ve 
got over a 10-year history together, and 
he knows me to be somebody who does 
what he says he’s going to do.”

Soon after Jackson ran his attack ad 
against Jones on the tax issue, Jones 
fired back with one of his own, repeat-
ing prior claims about Jackson being a 
political shapeshifter.

“Jackson donated to Stacey Abrams 
and donated to Liz Cheney after she 
impeached President Trump,” Jones’ 

ad says.
Jackson had addressed the issue at 

the Press Club debate, saying he did not 
know he had given money to a political 
action committee affiliated with Cheney 
but had given considerably more mon-
ey to Trump’s campaign in December.

“I was late to the Trump train. I ad-
mit that,” Jackson said, adding that as a 
long-time conservative he had donated 
“to all Republicans, good and bad. ... But 
there’s nobody that supports President 
Trump more than I do now.”

Money is a key factor
Both men have considerable wealth 

at their disposal and have used it to 
promote their candidacies.

Jones talks about his stable family 
background, while Jackson shares his 
rags-to-riches story.

Jones describes himself as a sixth-
generation Georgian who helps op-
erate his family’s petroleum business 
with 2,500 employees.

Jackson says he was born to an alco-
holic mother and raised in public hous-
ing and in foster homes. As a young 
man, he skipped college and went into 
business, ultimately growing a multi-
billion-dollar medical staffing business.

The candidates’ wealth invited an 
attack from Georgia Attorney General 
Chris Carr, who failed to gather enough 
votes on May 19 to advance to the Re-
publican runoff.

Carr could not match their ad-buying 
power, a point he drove home at the 
April Press Club debate.

“There’s one really rich guy and one 
guy’s rich daddy that are trying to buy 
your vote,” he said, “and one guy’s try-
ing to earn it and that’s me.”

The week after he lost the primary, 
Carr threw his support behind the really 
rich guy, endorsing Jackson.

At that manufacturers’ forum, before 
the field was winnowed to two, Jones 
questioned whether anything the can-
didates were saying really mattered, 
noting that the Republicans had simi-
lar platforms.

“So at the end of the day,” he said, 
“the voters have to decide who it is that 
they think can best execute on these 
promises.”

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

Special Illustration: Southwell
Effective June 22, Ocilla Pediatrics will have a new name and 
location: Southwell Pediatric, located at 501 N. Irwin Ave. in 
Ocilla.

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

Rick JacksonBurt Jones

Georgia could elect first 
openly transgender lawmaker
By Ross Williams
Georgia Recorder

Special Photo: 
Ross Williams/Georgia Recorder

Bentley Hudgins is poised to 
become the state’s first 
openly transgender and 
nonbinary state lawmaker.
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ALBANY — Mikel Rob-
erts never hesitated.

Moments after Valdosta 
missed a potential game-win-
ning shot in sudden-death 
overtime, the Dougherty guard 
sprinted down the floor, took 
a long outlet pass and laid the 
ball through the hoop before 
anyone could catch him.

Just like that, the Trojans 
had survived.

Roberts’ coast-to-coast win-
ner capped a dramatic 34-32 
victory over Valdosta and 
highlighted a day that show-
cased both the promise and 
perseverance of Dougherty 
basketball during summer 
action Wednesday at Mon-
roe High School.

The Trojans later dropped 
a 33-27 decision to crosstown 
rival Westover, but coach Ter-
rance Noel left encouraged 
by a team balancing football 
workouts in the morning with 
basketball competition in the 
afternoon.

“We looked a little slug-
gish today,” Noel said. “The 
majority of the team is prac-
ticing football in the morn-
ing and coming to me in the 
afternoon for basketball. I 
think that will benefit us in 
the long run, but today I think 
we looked fatigued.”

Dougherty looked anything 
but tired during stretches of 
its opener against Valdosta.

Rising senior David Bur-
gess sparked the Trojans ear-
ly with a deep 3-pointer that 
helped build a 9-4 advantage. 

Marcus Heath Jr. later con-
nected from beyond the arc 
as Dougherty carried an 18-
15 lead into halftime.

Valdosta battled back after 
the break and briefly grabbed 
the lead before Burgess an-
swered with another clutch 
3-pointer to tie the game at 
28-28.

The final minutes felt more 
like February than June.

With less than a minute 
remaining, three Dougherty 
defenders trapped the ball 
near midcourt and forced a 
jump ball, giving the Trojans 
possession in a 30-30 game. 
Moments later Dougherty ap-
peared poised to escape with 
the win, but a costly inbound 
turnover allowed Valdosta 
to score a tying layup in the 
closing seconds.

Under summer league rules, 
overtime became sudden death.

The Trojans immediately 
turned the ball over on their 
first possession, giving Val-
dosta an opportunity to steal 
the game. Instead, the Wildcats 
missed a shot and Dougherty 
secured the rebound.

The outlet pass found Roberts 
streaking toward the basket.

Seconds later, the game 
was over.

The thrilling victory gave way 
to another challenge against 
Westover.

Roberts opened the scoring 
with a 3-pointer, but the Pa-
triots answered behind one 
of the day’s most impressive 
plays when Josiah Daniels 
drove the lane, spun 360 de-
grees and finished a layup to 
put Westover ahead 7-3.

Dougherty flashes promise during summer split
By Joe Whitfield
Sports Editor

LEESBURG — One of 
Southwest Georgia’s top foot-
ball prospects is once again 
one of the most sought-after 
recruits in the Southeast.

Lee County linebacker Greg-
ory Batson announced this 
week that he has decommitted 
from Florida State Universi-
ty, reopening his recruitment 
less than eight months after 
pledging to the Seminoles.

The decision was first re-
ported by recruiting services 
On3 and 247Sports and lat-
er confirmed by Lee County 
head coach Dean Fabrizio.

“He just decided to open 
his recruiting back up,” Fab-
rizio said. “There is no new 
favorite right now.”

Batson, a four-star prospect 
and member of the Albany 
Herald’s Fantastic Fifteen 
team last season, committed 
to Florida State on Nov. 7, 
2025. The 6-foot-1, 215-pound 
linebacker had become one 
of the longest-standing com-
mitments in the Seminoles’ 
2027 recruiting class.

The move comes short-
ly after Batson completed 
an official visit to Tallahas-
see. According to 247Sports, 
Batson initially left the visit 
appearing likely to solidify 
his commitment before ul-
timately deciding to explore 
other opportunities.

In a statement posted on 
social media, Batson thanked 
Florida State’s coaching staff, 
administration and fan base 
while announcing that his 
recruitment was once again 

open.
“First and foremost, I want 

to thank God for blessing 
me with this opportunity,” 

Batson wrote. “I also want 
to thank the coaches, staff 
and fans for believing in me 
throughout my recruiting 
process. After careful con-
sideration with my family, 
I have decided to decommit 
from Florida State University.

“This was not an easy deci-
sion, and I have nothing but 
respect and gratitude for the 
entire program. With that 
being said, my recruitment 
is 100 percent open.”

Florida State remains a sig-
nificant player in Batson’s re-
cruitment. The Seminoles are 
located just over two hours 
from Leesburg, and Batson 
made multiple visits to Tal-
lahassee after committing.

Former Lee County star Ous-
mane Kromah is currently on 
Florida State’s roster, while 
former Dougherty standout 
Kam Davis also plays for the 
Seminoles.

Batson’s decision immedi-
ately makes him one of the 
highest-profile uncommit-
ted prospects in Georgia’s 
2027 class.

According to 247Sports, 
he is ranked as the No. 29 
linebacker and No. 37 over-
all prospect in Georgia. On3’s 
Rivals Industry Ranking lists 
him as the No. 340 overall 
prospect nationally, the No. 
28 linebacker in the coun-
try and the No. 37 player in 
Georgia.

His offer sheet reflects that 

Gregory Batson 
decommits from FSU

Terry’s shooting sparks 54-27 victory over Valdosta
ALBANY — Monroe coach 

Michael Hoffpauir knows re-
placing a player like Brayden 
Burns won’t happen overnight.

The Golden Tornadoes are 
still searching for the right 
combinations, still learning 
how the pieces fit together 
and still building chemistry 
following the graduation of 
the team’s leading scorer and 
the Albany Herald Player of 
the Year.

If Wednesday’s performance 
was any indication, Monroe 
is making progress.

Led by a blistering start from 
Tristen Terry and a dominant 
inside presence from Robert 
Adams, the Golden Tornadoes 
rolled past Valdosta(2) 54-27 
in summer basketball action 
at Monroe High School.

“We are really working to 
improve our chemistry,” Hoff-
pauir said. “We lost a big piece 
of our team with BB graduat-
ing. We’ve got a lot of players 
who can dribble and can run 
and score. We’ve just got to 
learn to play together.”

Monroe wasted little time 
taking control.

Terry opened the game with 
a deep 3-pointer and the Gold-
en Tornadoes quickly built a 
9-0 lead before the Wildcats 
could settle in. Elijah Rivers 
then connected from beyond 
the arc to stretch the advan-
tage to 12-2 before leaving the 
game with an injury.

The offensive showcase was 
just getting started.

Terry continued to find the 
range, knocking down three 
consecutive 3-pointers as 
Monroe’s lead ballooned. His 

long-range barrage pushed 
the score to 15-4, then 18-6 
and finally 21-6 as the Gold-
en Tornadoes overwhelmed 
Valdosta with their pace and 
shooting.

While Terry lit up the score-
board from the perimeter, 
Adams controlled the paint. 
The rising senior repeatedly 
created second-chance oppor-
tunities and provided a physi-
cal presence inside that the 
Wildcats struggled to match.

By halftime, Monroe had 
built a commanding 30-11 
advantage.

With the outcome large-
ly decided, Hoffpauir was 
able to rotate players and 
give key contributors valu-
able rest. Terry and Adams 
spent extended stretches on 
the bench during the second 
half as Monroe continued to 

extend the lead and cruise to 
the 27-point victory.

Hoffpauir said players like 
Terry and Adams have emerged 
as important leaders as the 
team works through the sum-
mer.

“Tristen Terry and Robert 
Adams have been doing a 
fantastic job,” Hoffpauir said.

The coach is also hopeful 
the Golden Tornadoes will 
become even stronger once 
several injured players return 
to full strength.

“Both Elijah Rivers and Isa-
iah Rivers are dealing with in-
juries,” Hoffpauir said. “But I 
think if we can learn to work 
together, we will be OK.”

That process remains the 
primary focus during June.

The scoreboard reflected a 
comfortable victory Wednes-
day afternoon, but for Hoff-

pauir, the most encouraging 
development may have been 
seeing a talented group con-
tinue to grow together.

Monroe has no shortage 
of athletes capable of scor-

ing points. 
The challenge now is turn-

ing that collection of talent 
into a cohesive unit capable 
of making another postsea-
son run.

By Joe Whitfield
Sports Editor

Staff Photo: Joe Whitfield
Monroe shooting guard Tristen Terry nailed four three-point-
ers early in Wednesday’s game against Valdosta(2), and the 
Tornadoes ran away with a 54-27 win over the Wildcats.

Staff Photo: Joe Whitfield
Dougherty guard Armeen Walker drives past a Valdosta 
defender during Wednesday’s summer game at Monroe. 
The Trojans beat Valdosta in an overtime thriller and fell to 
Westover later in the day. 

The Patriots led 18-16 at 
halftime before seizing con-
trol with an 11-2 run to open 
the second half. A 3-pointer 
and a Daniels jumper pushed 
the advantage to 29-20 with 
seven minutes remaining.

Dougherty still had one 
more push left.

Trailing 33-22 with under 
two minutes to play, Noel 
called timeout. The Trojans 
responded immediately.

Micah Joyner buried a 
3-pointer before Heath stole 
the ball and converted a la-
yup, trimming the deficit to 
six points with 43 seconds 
remaining. Dougherty’s de-
fense continued creating op-
portunities, but the shots nev-
er fell and Westover held on 
for the victory.

For Noel, the final scores 

mattered less than the prog-
ress.

“The standard we set for 
ourselves after last year is 
pretty high,” Noel said. “Ev-
erything we are working on 
is in preparation for us to 
make a deep run next year in 
the playoffs. We have a long 
way to go, but I’m optimistic 
and think this talented group 
can accomplish something 
special.”

June basketball rarely de-
termines what happens in 
February. But on Wednesday, 
between Roberts’ sudden-
death heroics and a spirited 
late rally against Westover, 
the Trojans offered a glimpse 
of the toughness Noel hopes 
will define them when the 
season arrives.

Staff Photo: Joe Whitfield
Lee County linebacker Gregory Batson, a member of the 
Albany Herald Fantastic Fifteen, has re-opened his recruit-
ment after decommitting from Florida State. No new 
favorite is in the works, according to Coach Dean Fab-
rizio.

By Joe Whitfield
Sports Editor
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Staff Photo: Joe Whitfield
Members of the Albany Area YMCA’s soccer program show off newly donated soccer balls Thursday in Leesburg. Rep-
resentatives from Georgia’s Own Credit Union stopped at the YMCA as part of a statewide initiative celebrating the start 
of the FIFA World Cup, donating 176 soccer balls across Georgia, including 26 to the Albany Area YMCA. Pictured with 
local youth are, from left, Josh Howell, Georgia’s Own private relationship manager; Ruby Byrd, YMCA program director; 
Coach Darrick Lowery of the Leesburg YMCA soccer program; Jarrod Hester, Georgia’s Own community sales manager; 
and Albany Area YMCA CEO Tony Duckworth. 

Georgia’s Own donates soccer balls



10A ♦ TUESDAY, JUNE 16, 2026 ♦ ALBANYHERALD.COM

Liberty assert Eastern Conference 
dominance with win over Dream

Breanna Stewart had 19 
points, 11 rebounds and five 
assists on Thursday to help 
the New York Liberty post 
a 104-90 victory over the 
Atlanta Dream in College 
Park, Ga.

Satou Sabally added 19 
points on 5-for-6 3-point 
shooting, while Marine Jo-
hannes chipped in 17 points 
for New York (9-4, 4-0 Com-
missioner’s Cup), which over-
took Atlanta (8-4, 3-2) for 
first place in the Eastern 
Conference.

Jonquel Jones had 16 points, 
10 rebounds and five assists 
and Pauline Astier added 16, 
eight and five, respectively, 
as the Liberty won their sixth 
straight game.

‘Keep it where it’s at’: Braves’ bullpen living by this motto
CHICAGO –The Braves have spent most of 

this season making the difficult look routine.
Then came two nights on the South Side.
Atlanta dropped the first two games of its 

series against the White Sox in wildly dif-
ferent ways -- first with a 10th-inning gut 
punch, then with a quiet offensive night in 
Wednesday’s 2-1 loss. The Braves’ third game 
in Chicago was postponed due to weather and 
the team headed to New York for a weekend 
series against the Mets.

Still, amid a frustrating stretch that in-
cluded Ronald Acuña Jr. landing back on 
the injured list and the offense leaving 10 
men on base Wednesday, one part of the ros-
ter continued to look like October material.

The bullpen kept giving the Braves a chance.
That has become a familiar theme. When 

Chris Sale exited Wednesday after 5 2/3 in-
nings, Atlanta trailed by two runs and needed 
its relief corps to keep the game close. Didier 
Fuentes entered and cleaned up the sixth. 
Dylan Lee handled another tight spot. James 

Karinchak, making his first Major League 
appearance since 2023, worked around a 
double in the eighth and put up a zero in 
his Braves debut.

The Braves never found the big hit, but 
the bullpen did its part.

“They continue to do a great job,” Sale 
said. “D.D. [Fuentes] coming in after me 
and cleaning up that mess, Dylan Lee has 
been nails for years now. Karinchak coming 
up, he probably had a long night or a long 
morning today. For those guys to go out 
there and keep it where it’s at, they gave us 
a chance, and that’s exactly what you want.”

That sentence has essentially become the 
bullpen’s job description.

Keep it where it’s at.
The Braves have leaned on different ver-

sions of that formula all year. Raisel Igle-
sias remains the closer. Robert Suarez has 
become one of manager Walt Weiss’ most 
trusted late-inning weapons. Lee contin-
ues to be the steady left-handed presence 
he has been for years. Fuentes has given 
Atlanta valuable flexibility, whether that 
means cleaning up traffic, covering length 

or handling leverage.
And lately, the supporting cast has mat-

tered just as much.
Dylan Dodd has already delivered impor-

tant outs on this trip. Karinchak now enters 
the mix after being selected to the Major 
League roster Wednesday. JR Ritchie was 
also recalled, giving the Braves another arm 
who can help cover innings as the club navi-
gates a stretch that has required some bull-
pen creativity.

Weiss has talked often about the impor-
tance of defining roles in a bullpen. But those 
roles only exist when pitchers earn them.

The Braves’ relievers have.
“It was good to see Karinchak,” Weiss said. 

“Got a look at him down one, pretty high 
leverage right there late in the game … and 
put up a zero. So that was good to see. But 
our bullpen has been good all year.”

Karinchak’s return added one of the better 
moments of an otherwise frustrating night. 
He was once one of the more electric reliev-
ers in the sport before injuries and incon-
sistency pushed him out of the Majors. The 
Braves signed him to a Minor League deal, 

waited and finally gave him another shot.
“It’s great, man,” Weiss said. “I love those 

stories, the guys that persevere and have to 
fight through adversity.”

The Braves would rather not need so many 
of those stories right now. Acuña is out with 
a Grade 1 left hamstring strain. Tyler Kinley 
was placed on the injured list with right el-
bow inflammation. The offense has scored 
six runs through the first two games of this 
series, and four of those came in the first 
three innings Tuesday.

But this is where a deep bullpen matters. 
It gives a team room to breathe when the 
lineup stalls, when the roster shifts and 
when the game gets messy.

The Braves still have one more game in 
Chicago. Then comes a division matchup 
in Queens.

If they are going to steady themselves 
quickly, the offense will need to wake up. 
But if the past few nights have shown any-
thing, it’s that Atlanta’s bullpen is capable 
of keeping the door open long enough for 
that to happen.

status.
Among the programs pur-

suing Batson are Auburn, Ole 
Miss, Mississippi State, Flor-
ida, Georgia Tech and West 
Virginia. Mississippi State had 
previously been scheduled for 
an official visit and is expect-
ed to remain heavily involved 
now that his recruitment has 
reopened.

Batson has emerged as one 
of the state’s premier defensive 
prospects during his career at 

Lee County.
As a sophomore in 2024, he 

produced eye-popping num-
bers, recording 100 tackles, 32 
tackles for loss and 12 sacks 
while helping lead the Trojans 
to another successful season. 
He followed that with 55 tack-
les and six tackles for loss as a 
junior in 2025 despite facing 
increased attention from op-
posing offenses.

Batson is expected to be one 
of the leaders of a Lee County 
team that enters the 2026 sea-
son with state championship 
aspirations.

BATSON
From 9A
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Kansas City Chiefs offensive tackle Wanya Morris is headed 
to Atlanta after the Falcons acquired the former third-round 
draft pick in a trade Thursday. Morris has appeared in 43 NFL 
games and provides depth along Atlanta’s offensive line.

Falcons acquiring 
Wanya Morris from Chiefs

The Atlanta Falcons are ac-
quiring offensive tackle Wanya 
Morris from the Kansas City 
Chiefs, multiple media out-
lets reported on Thursday.

Per reports, the Falcons also 
will receive a seventh-round 
pick in 2027 from the Chiefs 
in exchange for a sixth-round 
selection in the same draft.

ESPN reported Wednesday 
that Morris, 25, was looking 
for more playing time after 
starting a total of 16 games 
during his first three seasons.

The 6-foot-6, 307-pound 
tackle has appeared in 43 
games since the Chiefs draft-

ed him in the third round in 
2023.

Morris won a Super Bowl 
championship during his rook-
ie campaign but made only 
one start last season.

Morris rebuilds depth for 
the Falcons, who placed offen-
sive tackle Storm Norton on 
the reserve/physically unable 
to perform list on Thursday.

Norton, 32, missed the entire 
2025 season following ankle 
surgery in August and is not 
yet ready to return.

Norton has appeared in 67 
games (22 starts) with the 
Minnesota Vikings (2018), 
Los Angeles Chargers (2020-
22) and Falcons (2023-24).

Tony’s Take: Who makes the rules now?
CFB Gambling.  When CFB fans 

didn’t think their sport could get cra-
zier, court documents reveal that Tex-
as Tech QB Brendan Sorsby placed at 
least 2,900 bets totaling over $90,000 
across his time at Indiana, Cincinna-
ti, and Texas Tech, according to CBS 
Sports.  As a result, Sorsby was ruled 
permanently ineligible by the NCAA. 

An interesting twist to the story, 
ESPN reports Sorsby admitted to plac-
ing more than 40 wagers on Indiana 
during the 2022 season, though none 
were on games he personally played in.  

In an unlikely ruling by a Texas Judge, 
Sorsby was awarded an injunction to 
play college football this season, citing 
mental health and a gambling addic-
tion.  The NCAA filed an appeal of the 
ruling; if the association doesn’t get 
this ruling reversed, what credibility 
does the NCAA have moving forward?   

Players gambling on their teams or 
being “on the take” to sandbag against 
their team is nothing new.  The NBA 
and college basketball have recently 
been hit by a gambling-related point-

By Tony Duckworth
TonyDuckworthSr@gmail.com

New York’s Breanna Stewart drives against Atlanta’s Rhyne Howard during Thursday 
night’s game in Atlanta. The Liberty took control of the eastern conference with the win 
over the Dreams.

By Mark Bowman
Braves.com

Field Level Media

Field Level Media

shaving scandal. The first documented 
sports gambling scandal dates back 
to 1865. Three professional baseball 
players accepted $100 (today’s value 
is $2,043) bribes to intentionally lose 
a game.  There has always been a code 
in sports that athletes can’t gamble or 
influence the outcome of contests in 
games they participate in.   

Words and phrases cited by major 
university coaches and athletics direc-
tors related to the Texas Tech case in 
an ESPN piece by Pete Thamel caught 
my attention.  Some of my personal 
favorites are disgusted, stunned, hor-
rendous pattern, eroding integrity, and 
lost our souls. 

What if Texas Tech took a stand and 
ruled Sorsby ineligible?  That won’t 
happen.  In fact, Texas Tech’s Presi-
dent has been public in his support of 
Sorsby.  I’m guessing those speaking 
out the loudest against Texas Tech 
would likely justify this scenario if 
their program were involved.  

While I am not defending Sorsby, here 
are several major university scandals 
that far exceed a gambling addiction:   

Penn State Sandusky Scandal (2011) 
– Child sexual abuse by assistant coach 
Jerry Sandusky and a major cover-up 
by university executives, including 
coaching legend Joe Paterno. 

Baylor Football Sexual Assault Scan-
dal (2012–2016) – Dozens of assaults 
by players, coaches and administra-
tors were ignored and covered up the 
assaults. 

In 2003, a Baylor basketball play-
er murdered a teammate. While the 
murder investigation unfolded, head 
coach Dave Bliss became involved in 
a major scandal: 

Bliss had made illegal tuition pay-
ments to players violating NCAA rules. 

To cover up the payments during 
the NCAA investigation, Bliss tried 
to portray the murdered player as a 
drug dealer who paid his own tuition 
with drug money. 

Bliss coached players on what to tell 
investigators and was caught on tape 
made by an assistant coach. 

Everyone should take a breath and 
let the appeals process play out before 
final judgment is made.  That being 
said, those speaking out today would 
likely not go public with the incidents 

above, given that those scandals had 
little to do with impacting competition.   

BIG12.  The last time the BIG12 was 
in major national headlines was re-
lated to the departure of Texas and 
Oklahoma to the SEC.   

ESPN’s Heather Dinich reports the 
BIG12 Chancellors and Presidents may 
impose their own penalties against 
Texas Tech.  Dinich has a source who 
has reviewed the BIG12 bylaws that 
allow the league leadership to impose 
conference-led sanctions.  Her source 
reached out to an attorney who con-
firmed this is within the authority of 
the BIG12 to act.  The BIG12 Chancel-
lors and Presidents meet on Thurs-
day.  The outcome of this meeting will 
provide an indication if the league is 
considering taking action against the 
Red Raiders. 

Having sat in Chancellor / President 
and AD meetings multiple times, one 
thing is certain: campus CEO’s are de-
liberate about not interfering with oth-
er universities.  While the brass hides 
behind claims of campus autonomy, 
they really fear how the creeping ef-
fect could lead to a similar outcome if 
their institution is involved in a simi-
lar situation. 

ESPN’s Pete Thamel reports that 
BIG12 Director of Athletics had a con-
ference call with the Commissioner fol-
lowing the ruling.  I’m guessing Texas 
Tech’s AD said little to nothing during 
this venting fest.  One thing I can as-
sure you is that the ADs are using their 
influence with the campus CEO’s and 
influential boosters to force the Pres-
ident’s hands to take collective con-
ference action in this instance.  One 
could make the argument that other 
college football players have gambled 
on their sport and team, but it has not 
surfaced.  The trolls who recently im-
pacted college basketball aren’t iso-
lated to the hardwood. 

CFB will be watching the BIG12 
and the NCAA appeal in the coming 
weeks, knowing a majority of fans are 
outraged about where the Sorsby case 
has landed. 

Follow Tony Duckworth on the X plat-
form at @tonyduckworthsr or email 
him at tonduckworthsr@gmail.com.  

Date			   Opponent		  Time (ET)	 TV

Tue., June 16	 vs. Milwaukee Brewers	 7:15 p.m.	 BravesVision/Braves.TV*

Wed., June 17	vs. Milwaukee Brewers	 7:15 p.m.	 BravesVision/Braves.TV*

Thu., June 18	 vs. Milwaukee Brewers	 12:15 p.m.	 BravesVision/Braves.TV*

Fri., June 19	 vs. Milwaukee Brewers	 7:15 p.m.	 BravesVision/Braves.TV*

Sat., June 20	 vs. Milwaukee Brewers	 4:10 p.m.	 BravesVision/Braves.TV*

Sun., June 21	 vs. Milwaukee Brewers	 1:35 p.m.	 BravesVision/Braves.TV*

Mon., June 22	at San Diego Padres		  10:10 p.m.	 ESPN (national broadcast) 

Braves 
TV schedule
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(MCC) Car guys and gals 
tend to be passionate about 
their vehicles and their love 
of the open road, and that 
might be one reason why 
the average summer vaca-
tion road trip is hundreds of 
miles. Though there’s more 
to a driving vacation than a 
love of the open road, a re-
cent survey from Road Run-
ner Auto Transport found that 
42 percent of respondents 
planned to drive between 
200 and 499 miles for their 
summer vacations in 2025. 
An additional 26 percent in-
tended to drive between 500 
and 999 miles. The romanti-
cization of the open road af-
fects a significant percentage 
of road trippers, 14 percent 
of whom identified nostalgia 
for classic road trip memories 
as their motivation to take a 
driving vacation.
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The effects of soil degradation
(MCC) Soil degradation is an 

environmental concern that oc-
curs when land becomes less fit 
for a specific purpose, like crop 
production. As the soil loses nu-
trients, namely phosphorous, 
nitrogen and potassium, crop 
yields can decline significantly, 
compounding the problem of 
food shortages resulting from 
a growing global population. 

The lack of a strong foundation 
to grow food and other plants 
is just one of the problems as-
sociated with soil degradation. 
Here are some additional issues 
tied to soil degradation.

• Nutritional decline: Food 
grown in over-taxed soil may 
have a lower nutrient density. 
This can lead to micronutri-
ent deficiencies in the human 
population. 

• Farm closures: When soil 
erodes too much to support ag-
riculture, farmers may abandon 
the land and their operations.

• Loss of biodiversity: Soils 
are a reservoir of biodiversity. 
The Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization says that a healthy 
soil may be home to up to 25 
percent of the planet’s biodiver-

sity. Degradation can destroy 
the habitat for bacteria, fungi 
and insects that contribute to 
the cycling of nutrients.

• Poor infiltration capacity: 
Degraded soils are not able to 
soak up rainwater as effectively 
as healthy soil. This can lead to 
water run-off and instances of 
flash floods. In arid locations, 
extreme degradation can lead 
to desertification, which occurs 
when land is unable to support 
vegetation.

• Climate change triggers: 
The ocean, forests and soil are 
the world’s largest carbon sinks, 
according to Client Earth. When 
soil erodes or is tilled to excess, 

stored organic carbon can oxi-
dize and release into the at-
mosphere as carbon dioxide, 
contributing to climate change. 
Furthermore, degraded land is 
not capable of supporting lush 
vegetation necessary to pull 
carbon out of the atmosphere.

• Global unrest: As healthy, 
arable land becomes scarce, the 
competition for fertile territo-
ries can lead to local and inter-
national conflict. Food scarcity 
also contributes to higher prices 
on products across the world.

Soil degradation can produce 
a trickle-down effect that affects 
people from all walks of life.

Special Photo: MCC
The lack of a strong foundation to grow food and other plants 
is just one of the problems associated with soil degradation.

DID YOU KNOW? 
(MCC) Pools are a highly 

desirable feature among cur-
rent homeowners and buyers 
in the market for a new prop-
erty. When considering a pool 
installation project, homeown-
ers should know that various 
factors within their control, 
including which style of pool 
they choose and how well they 
maintain the pool after instal-
lation, could influence their 
return on investment. 

According to the home ren-

ovation resource Angi, an in-
ground pool can generate a 
considerably stronger return 
on investment than an above-
ground pool. Angi notes the 
range for ROI in regard to pools 
is between 5 percent and 56 
percent, with the lower figure 
closer to the average return 
for an above-ground pool and 
the higher one more reflective 
of the return one might expect 
after investing in an in-ground 
pool. Installation cost is an-

other variable to consider, as 
above-ground pools may cost 
homeowners less than $10,000 
to install while inground pools 
can cost closer to $100,000. 

Such costs also do not reflect 
the cost of additional features, 
including patios around the 
pool. But the appeal of pools 
among home buyers remains 
high, especially in regions with 
climates that allow more exten-
sive use of the pool.

Special Photo: MCC
According to the home renovation resource Angi, an inground pool can generate a con-
siderably stronger return on investment than an above-ground pool.

DID YOU 
KNOW? 

Special Photo: MCC
A recent survey from Road 
Runner Auto Transport found 
that 42 percent of respon-
dents planned to drive be-
tween 200 and 499 miles for 
their summer vacations.
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ACROSS
1 Pizza crust option
5 24 hours
8 Some

12 Nevada gambling 
town

13 Penalized for 
littering, say

15 Tilt-A-Whirl, e.g.
16 Overnight __: 

breakfast dish
17 Flatscreen, maybe
18 At no cost
19 Build a snow fort 

or catch frogs
22 Conclude
23 Startled cry
24 Married name 

follower
25 Put in the 

overhead bin
27 What a deeply 

regretful person 
may wish to do

33 Boiling
34 Spoil
35 Qatar’s capital
36 Intel mission
39 Wrinkly little dog
40 Ran out of 

patience
41 “Am __ late?”
42 Mined-over 

matter?
43 Insurance giant 

bailed out in 2008
44 Stop mid-story to 

add suspense, 
say

49 Food Network 
figure

50 __ Lanka
51 “For __ a jolly 

good fellow ... ”
53 Volcanic eruption 

residue
55 Convenient car 

feature on a cold 
winter morning, 
or a feature of 
19-, 27-, and 
44-Across?

59 Drops behind
61 Bright celestial 

events
62 Creole vegetable
63 Important phases 

in history
64 __ Valley, 

California
65 Ancient city in 

modern Turkey
66 __ of the times
67 Mets’ div.
68 Mr. Potato Head 

attachments

DOWN
1 Familiar plot 

device

2 Medic in role-
playing games

3 Amount of food 
consumed

4 Likely to snoop
5 Tried to reduce 

one’s 3-Down
6 “No ifs, __, or 

buts”
7 Bigfoot cousin
8 Dog kennel 

greeting
9 Fuel that can be 

stacked
10 Perfect place
11 Invasive plant
13 Able to speak a 

language with 
ease

14 Movie franchise 
package, 
perhaps

20 Bagel flavor
21 “And more of the 

same” abbr.
26 Golden years
28 Blow (by)
29 More realistic
30 One who isn’t 

good at sharing
31 The Blackhawks, 

on scoreboards
32 Actress 

Dennings
36 Unfortunate 

sound to hear 
while bending

37 Landing hr. 
guess

38 Long-running 
joke in the 
opening 
credits of “The 
Simpsons”

39 Seasoned vet
40 Old audio 

systems
42 Cause 

resentment
43 From the top
45 Eternally, in 

poetry

46 Sprawling 
property

47 Yoga energy 
point

48 Abject fear
52 Doesn’t leave
53 Hoppy pintfuls
54 Hindi cinema 

dress
56 Faucet brand
57 Racket head 

shape
58 Reusable bag
60 Target of ID 

thieves

Albany 
Classifieds
SERVICE 

DIRECTORY
Home Repair/
Remodeling

   ENHANCED
REMODELING 
& DRYWALL

 Drywall Repair Services
 Popcorn Removal
 Level 5 Drywall Finish
 Water Damage Repair
 Texture Matching
 Tape & Float
 Moldy Drywall Repair
 Demolition

WE DO SMALL 
AND BIG JOBS!

229-364-2997
Hernandez

912-432-3016
Residential-Commercial-Renovations

PAINTING 
AND HOME

REPAIR
Tile work, 

popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.

Just one call, 
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES

 229-349-5475
Landscaping/

Lawn Care
New Temple Praise

Lawn Care
Raymond Kennebrew

229-603-5899
raymondkennebrew19@gmail.com

MERCHANDISE

Good Things to Eat
BLUEBERRIES U-Pick $10
We Pick $20 per gal. 2730
Leary Rd, Albany Mon-Sat
7am-7pm. May 30–July 4
FMI 229-869-1409 Barry

Miscellaneous 
for sale

For Sale Burial crypt G-70 for
two Crown Hill Mausoleum.
Market value $8,000. Call
229-881-3417 with offer
For Sale: 1 Burial Plot in
Riverside-Oakview Cemetary.
$550. Call 229-439-4728 or
229-886-1359

JOBS

Full-Time
Fire Fighting Pilot for
Thrush Aircraft, LLC in
Albany, GA. Pilot fixed-wing
aircraft as Pilot in
Command to deliver newly
manufactured aircraft to
international customer loca-
tions worldwide, including
pre-flight planning, route
analysis, weather evalua-
tion, fuel planning, &
compliance with applicable
aviation regs & operational
procedures. Provide ground
& flight instruction to
customer pilots on aircraft
operations, including simu-
lator training, aircraft sys-
tems, standard & emer-
gency procedures, &
specialized operational
training programs such as
aerial firefighting, mountain-
ous terrain operations, &
train-the-trainer instruction.
Req: 5 years of experience
in Fire Fighting Piloting. Mail
resume to Thrush Aircraft,
LLC at 300 Old Pretoria Rd.
Albany, GA 31721.

Volunteers of America
Southeast

The Millennium Center –
Cuthbert, GA

Women’s Recovery &
Substance Use 

Services Director

Program Director needed
for managing the daily
operations of a substance
use treatment program in
Cuthbert, GA. Minimum
requirements include a 

Full-Time
Bachelor’s Degree in a
related field and CAC Level
II (or Master’s + CAC Level
I), 5+ years working with
individuals with substance
use disorders and at least 1
year of supervisory
experience. For more
information and application
instructions, go to
www.voase.org/careers.
EOE/Drug Free Workplace/
E-Verify.

Albany Legals

Calhoun Co. Legals
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR
2026 BEER AND WINE LICENSE

Ma Soledad Galvan Valdovinos has
petitioned the City of Arlington,
Georgia for a license to sell beer and
wine at the following location. El
Supremo Grill 2, 17576 Highland
Ave. N., Arlington, GA 39813. 
Citizens wishing to give written or
oral comment should be present at
the Council meeting at the Jimmie C.
Harpe Community Center on 2nd
Tuesday of the month, June 9, 2026,
at 7:00 PM



12A ♦ TUESDAY, JUNE 16, 2026 ♦ ALBANYHERALD.COM

Georgia drought guide: How to conserve water and protect your landscape

ATHENS – Despite re-
cent rainfall across much of 
Georgia, long-term precipi-
tation deficits have left much 
of the state in drought. Un-
derstanding drought condi-
tions and adopting water-
wise landscaping practices 
can help protect yards, con-
serve water and prepare for 
future dry spells.

Earlier this spring, the Geor-
gia Environmental Protection 
Division declared a statewide 
Level 1 drought response.

Under such a drought re-
sponse, public water systems 
are required to educate resi-
dents about drought condi-
tions and water conservation. 
Landscape irrigation rules 
remain the same as during 
normal conditions — estab-
lished lawns and landscape 
plants may be irrigated only 
between 4 p.m. and 10 a.m.

Meet the Ex
The EPD monitors weather 

conditions, water supplies, and 
water demand to determine 
drought severity and wheth-

er public water systems can 
continue meeting the needs 
of Georgia residents.

Although parts of Georgia 
received significant rainfall 
recently, long-term drought 
conditions persist for most of 
the state. As of June 4, more 
than half of the state remained 
in severe or extreme drought, 
according to the U.S. Drought 
Monitor. Over the past six 
months, much of Georgia has 
received 4 to 12 inches less 
rainfall than normal, leaving 
reservoirs, ponds and ground-
water supplies below typical 
levels despite recent rains.

Because drought conditions 
can develop quickly — some-
times within just a few weeks 
during a “flash drought” — 
residents should prepare their 
landscapes before water be-
comes scarce.

Supported by University 
of Georgia Cooperative Ex-
tension, the Georgia Green 
Landscape Stewards pro-
gram encourages water-wise 
landscaping practices that 
improve drought resilience, 
lower water costs and help 
prevent landscape damage 

Staff Reports
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Tift Regional Medical Center staff 
members complete donor resource training

TIFTON – Tift Regional 
Medical Center recently had 
four team members complete 
the LifeLink of Georgia Donor 
Resource Training Program. 

This advanced course equips 
hospital staff with a deeper 
understanding of the organ 
and tissue donation process 
so they can serve as onsite 
resources during potential 
donor cases.

The TRMC team members 
who completed the latest train-
ing program include OR Nurse 
Manager RN Deanne Rich-
ards, Clinical Nurse Educator 
RN Katherine Brey, Clinical 
Education Coordinator RN 
Randi Gibbs, and Senior An-
alyst for Managed Care Jane 

Sirmans.
The Donor Resource Train-

ing Program is intentionally 
limited to a small group of 
clinical professionals. Par-
ticipants are selected joint-
ly by LifeLink staff and hos-
pital leadership to promote 
in-depth learning and open 
discussion.

For more information about 
the LifeLink Donor Resource 
Program, visit www.lifelink-
foundation.org or call (800) 
544-6667. 

TRMC, located in Tifton, is 
the main hospital for South-
well.  Visit www.mysouthwell.
com for more information or 
call (229) 382-7120.

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

Special Photo: TRMC
From left, OR Nurse Manager RN Deanne Richards, Clinical 
Nurse Educator RN Katherine Brey, and  Clinical Education 
Coordinator RN Randi Gibbs are among Tift Regional Med-
ical Center staff members who completed the LifeLink of 
Georgia Donor Resource Training Program. 

Special Photo: UGA/CAES
Despite recent rainfall across much of Georgia, long-term 
precipitation deficits have left much of the state in drought.

during dry periods. Residents 
can also pursue certification 
by meeting a series of sus-
tainability-focused criteria.

A few basic maintenance 
practices can help landscapes 
withstand drought stress.

Check mulch levels
Maintain about 3 inches of 

mulch in planting beds.
Extend mulched areas two 

to three times beyond the tree 
canopy when possible. Just 
remember to pull mulch 2 to 
3 inches away from trunks 
of trees and shrubs to keep 

them healthy.
Mulch helps retain soil mois-

ture, suppress weeds, mod-
erate soil temperatures and 
reduce water loss through 
evaporation.

Raise your mowing height
Taller grass shades the soil 

and helps conserve moisture.
Mow at the upper end of the 

recommended height range 
for your turfgrass species.

Use a mulching mower when-
ever possible to return grass 
clippings to the soil, where 
they provide valuable nutri-

ents and organic matter.
Smart irrigation practices
When irrigation is neces-

sary, use water as efficiently 
as possible.

Water deeply enough to 
moisten the soil 8 inches or 
more below the surface. Deep 
watering encourages deeper 
root systems that are more 
drought tolerant.

Water between 4 p.m. and 
10 a.m. to reduce evapora-
tion losses.

Avoid overwatering. Excess 
irrigation can promote dis-
ease, wash nutrients below 
the root zone and increase 
runoff.

If water begins running off 
the landscape, divide irrigation 
into shorter watering cycles.

Use drip irrigation for shrubs, 
flower beds and vegetable 
gardens whenever possible. 
Drip systems deliver water 
directly to plant roots and 
minimize evaporation.

Design a more drought-re-
silient landscape

Long-term landscape plan-
ning can significantly reduce 
water needs.

Limit high-water-use areas 

to about 10% of the landscape. 
Reserve larger portions of 
the property for plants that 
require only occasional or 
infrequent irrigation.

Match plants to site condi-
tions, including sunlight, soil 
type and drainage.

Incorporate native trees and 
shrubs adapted to Georgia’s 
climate. Once established, 
many native plants require 
little supplemental irrigation.

Leave fallen leaves beneath 
trees when practical. Leaf lit-
ter helps conserve soil mois-
ture, improves soil health and 
recycles nutrients.

Preparing landscapes for 
drought before conditions 
worsen can save time, mon-
ey and water. Landscapes 
that include drought-tolerant 
plants, mulch and efficient 
irrigation systems general-
ly require less maintenance 
and fewer water inputs dur-
ing dry periods.

By adopting water-wise 
practices now, homeowners 
can help protect their land-
scapes while conserving one 
of Georgia’s most valuable 
natural resources.

Georgia Port Authority’s Ocean 
Terminal renovation now 55% complete

SAVANNAH – Renova-
tions at the Port of Savannah’s 
Ocean Terminal have passed 
the halfway mark. The nearly 
$1.6 billion project will allow 
the 200-acre facility to grow 
its annual container capacity 
from 200,000 twenty-foot 
equivalent container units 
to 1.75 million TEUs. 

“Growth in population and 
manufacturing across the 
Southeast means we must 
be ready to meet future de-
mand,” Georgia Ports Pres-
ident and CEO Griff Lynch 
said in a news release. “Im-
proving Ocean Terminal now 
will allow us to continue the 
efficient flow of cargo between 
our docks and inland mar-
kets that customers rely on.”

GPA has upgraded the first 
of two berths at Ocean Termi-
nal. That dock space serves 
working ships, and as an op-
tional staging area for Gar-
den City Terminal. When a 
berth opens at Savannah’s 
main container port, the ship 
can move there right away. 

Work on the second berth 
is expected to be finished in 
late June, accommodating 
two large vessels simulta-
neously. Upon completion, 
the docks will span a total 
of 2,650 feet. GPA will con-
tinue to work only smaller 
vessels at Ocean Terminal 
until the first phase of the 
container yard renovation 
is complete. The first half 
of the renovated yard will 

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

Special Photo: Georgia Ports 
A $29 million overpass funded by Georgia Ports routes trucks from the Port of Savannah’s 
Ocean Terminal onto U.S. 17/Interstate 16, avoiding neighborhood streets.

Special Photo: ABAC
ABAC’s tutoring services are hosted in the Carlton Center, 
which is conveniently located in the middle of campus.

TIFTON — Abraham Bald-
win Agricultural College has 
announced the students 
who earned top academic 
honors for the spring 2026 
semester.

Students are recognized 
for outstanding classroom 
performance across three 
achievement lists: the Presi-
dent’s Honor List, the Dean’s 
Honor List and the Distin-
guished Achievement List.

The President’s Honor 
List, ABAC’s highest aca-
demic recognition, includes 
students who achieved a 
perfect 4.0 grade-point av-
erage. To qualify, each stu-
dent must have earned an 
“A” in every course while 
completing a minimum of 
12 credit hours.

Students named to the 
Dean’s Honor List earned 
at least a 3.5 GPA on a 4.0 
scale and completed a min-
imum of 12 hours of aca-
demic coursework.

The Distinguished Achieve-
ment List recognizes part-
time students who com-
pleted between six and 11 
credit hours and earned a 
GPA of 3.5 or higher. This 
honor highlights exception-
al scholastic performance 
among students carrying a 
reduced course load.

ABAC Provost and Vice 
President for Academic Af-
fairs Jason Goodner described 
how these achievements 
represent opportunity for 
students considering ABAC 
as their college choice.

“The academic honors lists 
represent the culmination 
of student success efforts,” 
Goodner said. “When stu-
dents work hard and take 
advantage of advising, tu-
toring and faculty mentor-
ship, success follows. Stu-
dents representing 125 of 
Georgia’s 159 counties were 
honored across all three lists, 
demonstrating the reach of 
student success at ABAC.”

The list of students by 
hometown and achievement 
can be viewed online here.

Founded in 1908, Abra-
ham Baldwin Agricultural 
College provides a personal-
ized, hands-on learning ex-
perience for students across 
Georgia and beyond, ABAC 
officials say. With a strong 
focus on academic excel-
lence, affordability and stu-
dent success, ABAC offers 
more than a dozen bache-
lor’s degrees and is recog-
nized for its leadership in 
agriculture, business, hu-
manities, nursing, sciences 
and education. 

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

ABAC highlights
spring 2026 academic 

achievements

open in mid-fall 2027, with 
the entire yard completed by 
the end of 2028. 

Until the first half of the 
yard is ready, the docks also 
will be available as lay berths. 
From this staging area, vessels 
of any size can quickly move 
to open berths at the 1,500-
acre Garden City Terminal, 
where cargo will be moved 
on and off.

Truck access and traffic flow 
also will benefit from the Ocean 
Terminal renovations. The 
new gate structure is now 
80% complete, with the first 
components open to traffic. 
By November 2026, the gate 
will feature 12 inbound and 
six outbound lanes. 

Port officials said the expand-
ed gates improve efficiency, 
while a $29 million Georgia 
Ports–funded overpass now 
routes departing trucks di-
rectly to U.S. 17 and Interstate 
16, bypassing neighborhood 
streets. Incoming trucks use 
a U.S. 17 offramp with a sig-
nalized intersection, provid-
ing uninterrupted interstate 
access between Savannah and 
metro Atlanta.

Truckers calling on Ocean 
Terminal use the new GPA 
Trucker app, which provides 
on-terminal container loca-
tion data and sends push no-
tifications when digital gate 
transaction tickets are issued, 
eliminating the need for paper 

documents at terminal gates. 
Other projects include equip-

ment and yard enhancements 
and buildings for operation. 

Amid the construction, Ocean 
Terminal handled approxi-
mately 84,000 TEUs in cal-
endar year 2025. Improve-
ments to Ocean Terminal will 
bring the Port of Savannah’s 
overall annual capacity to 9 
million TEUs by 2029.

Lynch said the improve-
ments at Ocean Terminal 
are part of GPA’s port mas-
ter plan. He said over the 
next 10 years, Georgia Ports 
plans to invest $5 billion in 
capacity enhancements to 
support future supply chain 
requirements. Special Logo: ABAC


