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Dougherty Commission considers $104
million budget for 2026-2027 fiscal year

By Alan Mauldin

alan.mauldin@albanyherald.com

ALBANY - The Dougherty
County Commission is putting
the final touches on a budget
proposal that totals $104.1 mil-
lion, representing a 2% increase
in overall spending from the

current fiscal year while giving
employees a 3% cost of living
adjustment.

The good news for taxpay-
ers is that the county’s spend-
ing package does not include a
tax increase for the budget year
that begins on July 1. To pres-

ent a balanced budget package,
the commission is using up to
$6.1 million of reserve funds to
plug any shortfall.

Broken down, the proposed
budget includes $80.23 mil-
lion in spending for the general
fund maintenance and opera-

tions, a 3.3% increase over the
budget year that runs through
June 30. Another $255,764 is
earmarked for capital improve-
ment projects, a decrease of
53.1% from the 2025-2026
budget year.

For the special services dis-

trict fund, which provides for
fire protection, recreation and
other services in unincorporated
Dougherty County, spending
is anticipated to increase by
2% to $10.73 million.

Also separate from the gen-
eral fund budget is the county’s

solid waste enterprise fund,
which has a planned increase
in maintenance and operations
0f 17.4%, to $5.67 million, and
capital outlays being boosted
by 122.5%, from $965,000 to

See BUDGET, 2A

Theatre Albany’s first 55-over
production set for weekend matinees

Staff Photo: Carlton Fletcher
This weekend’s Theatre Al-
bany production of “Singing
inthe Rain Sr.” willhave shows
Saturday and Sunday, start-
ing at 2:30 p.m. each day.
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By Carlton Fletcher
carlton.fletcher@albanyherald.com

ALBANY - Allright, all right.
Let’s go ahead and get the jokes
out of the way:

“Our biggest problem is actors
remembering their lines ... and
where the theater is.” “We’re do-
ing matinees because our actors
don’t drive at night.” “There’s al-
ways the concern that we won’t

finish our performances in time
to get to the ‘early-bird’ special
at Sizzler.”

Gary and Suzanne Unger have
heard these jibes — and plenty
more — since early May when
they bravely took on the roles as
first-time directors of Theatre
Albany’s production of “Singing
in the Rain Sr.” It’s the kind of
thing you might expect to hear
when all 23 actors in your cast are

between the ages of 57 and 79.
And it all started, surreptitious-
ly, of course, when the Ungers
took a trip to Rochester, N.Y.
“Suzanne and I were in Roch-
ester, and we saw a performance
by a senior citizen group called
the ‘Geriactors,” Gary Unger, a
retired music teacher who has
served as music director for
“30-plus” local productions,
said. “I looked at Suzanne and

Staff Photo: Carlton Fletcher

Retired educators and local theater enthusiasts Gary
and Suzanne Unger are having their first go at directing

in this weekend’s “Singing in the Rain Sr.”

actors 55 and older.

said, ‘We can do this.”

Plans for the 2025-26 The-
atre Albany season had been
pretty much set when the Un-
gers broached the idea of do-
ing a play starring senior actors
with members of the theater’s
board. They got a strong, posi-
tive reaction.

“(‘Singing in the Rain Sr.”) was
not part of the season, but we
brought it up just after Christ-

, with a cast of

mas, in early January, maybe,
and the board got excited about
the idea,” Gary Unger said. “We
sat down and figured out a time
that we could fit it into the sched-
ule, and here we are, just a few
days away.”

Squeezing “Singing in the Rain”
into the Theatre Albany sched-
ule was no small order. In fact,

See MATINEES 2A

Homeschool students reduce
prep time for ‘Anastasia’
production to 24 hours

Staff Reports

news@albanyherald.com

ALBANY - Soyou're a part
of the Albany Area Homeschool
Theater Association group that
has the acting bug, and you're
going to take part in Friday’s
production of “Anastasia.”

Here’s what you get to prepare
for the one-off performance:

Your character, a script ... and
nothing else.
While the usual local pro-

duction takes weeks and even
months of preparation — to
build sets, to walk through
blocking and dialogue, to re-
hearse, to fine-tune any per-
ceivable issues — the students
and the adult volunteers who

ANASTASIA

Staff Photo: Kathryn Crockett
Albany Area Homeschool
Theater Association students
will put on 24-hour produc-
fion of “Anastasia.”

will bring “Anastasia” to Byne
See ANATASIA, 2A

By Kathryn Crockett
kathryn@albanyherald.com

wick at $3.48.

ALBANY — Local motorists are pay-
ing some of the lowest gasoline prices in
the state this summer, offering a welcome
break for family budgets even as fuel mar-
kets remain vulnerable to sudden shifts.

According to AAA, the average price for
a gallon of regular gasoline in the Albany
metro area was approximately $3.45 this
week, making Albany the second-least ex-
pensive metro market in Georgia behind
Dalton at $3.41 and slightly ahead of Bruns-

The prices come after months of volatil-
ity driven by international conflicts, state
tax policies and shifting crude oil markets.

Earlier this year, Georgia temporarily
suspended its state motor fuel excise tax,
eliminating approximately 33 cents per gal-
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Albany gas prices among Georgia’s
lowest as summer fuel costs decline

Staff Photo: Kathryn Crockett

Gas prices are displayed at an Albany-area
gas station in June. Albany’s average fuel

prices rank among the lowest in Georgia this

See GAS, 2A summer.

ALBANY AREA PRIMARY HEALTH CARE

EXCEPTIONAL MEDICAL CARE CLOSE TO HOME

Our offices accept all major insurance plans, including Medicare and Medicaid.
We also have same day appointments available. To learn more, please visit
AAPHC.org. We'll be happy to schedule you for an appointment today!

We Offer Many Services for our Patients Including:

e Primary Care

e Pediatrics
e OB/GYN

e Internal Medicine

e Aesthetics & Wellness

e Dentistry
e Podiatry

e Pharmacy Services

Optometry

Behavioral Health

Mobile Access Care Units
School-Based Health Centers

Connect with Us:
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From 1A

BUDGET

$2.146 million.

That increase represents an
investment in equipment that
is needed to keep the landfill
operating efficiently, Director
of Solid Waste Services Seth
Lassiter told commissioners
during their Monday meeting.

“We've had some issues,” Las-
siter, who came on board a few
weeks ago, said. “We're fixing
infrastructure. Also, we're try-
ing to get the system online so
we can monitor it while we're
not out there.”

The spending also includes

improvements to the landfill’'s
gas system. The county provides
methane that is produced from
processes within the landfill to
Marine Corps Logistics Base-
Albany for energy production.

Another need is global po-
sitioning system (GPS) tech-
nology needed to efficiently
utilize space at the landfill,
Lassiter said.

“The hope is making it a more
efficient enterprise fund, is that
right?” Commissioner Clin-
ton Johnsohn said, to which
Lassiter responded in the af-
firmative.

The solid-waste fund is the
only money-generating opera-
tion for the county.

For the 2026-2027 budget

year, the county does not an-
ticipate transferring funds from
the account to fund other parts
of the budget.

While the act of producing a
balanced budget calls for using
up to $6.1 million in reserve
funds, or general fund balance,
as Assistant County Manager
Barry Brooks referred to them,
that does not mean the county
will spend that much over the
amount of revenue taken in
for the upcoming budget year,
Brooks said.

Forthe current budget year, the
county used a $7 million figure
for the purposes of presenting
a balanced budget, but actual-
ly spent only about $200,000
of that amount, Brooks said.

From 1A

MATINEES

the cast only last week got into
the theater to rehearse. The
theater’s production of “The
Color Purple” just finished a
successful run the week be-
fore, so the theater’s stage was
in use through June 7.

That meant rehearsals at a
pair of local churches that of-
fered their spaces to the troupe,
meaning time on the Theatre
Albany stage would be limited.

“We're so grateful that Avalon
Methodist and First Method-
ist churches gave us access to
spaces that allowed us to re-
hearse,” Unger said. “Of course,
going through rehearsals in a
gym and on a pavilion is not
the same as being on the stage.

“We've kind of walked our
actors through a tour of the
theater to get them used to the
actual place where they’ll be
performing. That’s been a big
disadvantage, but everyone’s
adjusting now.”

Another issue for the cast is
that the majority of them have
little to no acting experience.

“Three-fourths of the cast
have never acted before,” Su-
zanne Unger said. “Timing
has become one of our big-
gest issues.”

Still, the Ungers say they're
elated to be a part of bring-
ing a new element to the local
arts scene.

“This is a pretty big deal for
us and for the cast,” Gary Un-
ger said. “And, be clear, this is
not a spoof. It’s based on the
classic movie ‘Singing in the
Rain,” but without the dancing.
Sure, there are challenges with
a cast of senior citizens — we
have two in the cast who are
79! — especially when most of
them have either never been
on stage or haven’t been in a
play since they played a giraffe
in the third grade.

“And for a first-time event
like this, yes, there are people
associated with the theater who
have more experience (in di-
recting) than Suzanne and L.
But I feel like we were called
to do this.”

Kathleen Stroup, who'’s taken
the role of Dora Bailey, and Ed-
die and Marcy McCarty (Don
Lockwood and Lina Lamont)
are among the play’s leads.
Other actors in the cast include
Bob Campbell (Cosmo Brown),
Paula Paulk (Roz), Bill Swan
(R.F. Simpson), Soraya Miller
(Kathy Seldon), Melvin Paulk
(policeman/orchestra direc-
tor), Deborah Freeman (Ros-
coe Dexter), Cher McDonald
(Miss Dinsmore), Sandy Hardy-
Meadows (teacher) and Mari-
lyn Gibson (Zelda)

Hardy-Meadows and Zan
Twiggs are Broadway Dancers,
while Hardy-Meadows, Terrie
Patterson, Sheila Phillips and
Twiggs are “Kathy’s Girls.”

Members of the play’s ensem-
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All 23 actors in Theatre Albany’s “Singing in the Rain S.” are

57 years old or older.

ble are Renee Carmen, Teresa
Carmen, Marilyn Gibson, Ted
Gibson, Coni Grebel, Ruth Hen-
ry, Anita Lime-Simms, Hardy-
Meadows, McDonald, Mark
Mitchell, Patterson, Twiggs,
Phillips and Laurie Whatley.

Judy Dabbs joins the Ungers
as the play’s choreographer,
while Lauren Collver serves as
stage manager; Mike Hayes as
sound engineer; Jackson Mor-
row as sound assistant; Megan
Lisenby as costume designer;
Butler Stoudenmire as light-
ing director; Tina Justice and
Jenny McNair as props mas-
ters; Caleb Dale as set designer;
Demi Addison, Erin Andrews
and Megan Lisenby as makeup
artists; Summer Ethridge and
Amber Kirksey as hair stylists;
and Olivia Brown, Arianna
Calvacanto, Isabella Barfield,
Melissa Griffin, Noah Lorber,
Dean Morrow and Luke Twiggs
serve as the stage crew.

“Everyone’s having a great
time,” Suzanne Unger said.
“I can’t help but think what
a great opportunity this is to
give these older actors an op-
portunity to perform.”

Talk for a few minutes with
the Ungers’ about “Singing in
the Rain Sr.,” and their excite-
ment at making their directo-
rial debuts with the group of
senior actors is palpable. Like
their actors, they can hardly
wait for showtime.

“The theater has been doing
junior’ shows with kid actors
for a while, and we were kind
of losing some of our audience
along the way,” Gary Unger
said. “This is something new
altogether, and the community
seems to be excited about it.
There are only a few tickets left.

“As we're getting closer to the
first performance, it’s starting
to hit some of the cast. There’s
a little more of the ‘wow!’ fac-
tor each day. It’s really going to
hit when they’re hooked up to
microphones, the lights come
up and they hear the applause
of the audience. I can’t wait.”

Showtime for the Saturday
and Sunday performances this

weekend is 2:30 p.m.

Bush Animal Clinic

e

STAR
BUSINESS

OF THE WEEK

Bush
Animal Clinic

2419 Dawson Rd
Albany, GA 31707

225 W. Broad Ave.
Albany, GA 31701

229.434.8700

albanyga.com

The Albany Afe Chamb;er of Commerce proudly recog
this week’s Star Business of the Week.

Bush Animal Clinic's commitment to exceptional veterinary medicine, outstanding
customer service, and the well-being of every pet has earned them the trust of
generations of families. Their dedication to both animal health and the Albany

community continues to make a lasting impact.

The Star Business of the Week is presented by WALB News 10 and Fleming & Riles
Insurance, with treats provided by Sugar Mama’s Bakery.
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&Rilese | o0 @ db
The Albany Cd.eard\annel &
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For 55 years, Bush Animal Clinic has been a trusted provider of compassionate,
high-quality veterinary care for pets throughout Southwest Georgia. Their
experienced team offers a full range of services, including wellness exams,
preventive care, diagnostics, surgery, dental care, vaccinations, and more,

ensuring pets receive exceptional care at every stage of life.

In addition to their longstanding veterinary practice, Bush Animal Clinic has
expanded its services by offering a pet daycare, which has been serving the
community for the past five years. The daycare provides pet owners with a safe,
fun, and caring environment where their furry family members can play, socialize,
and receive attentive care throughout the day.

“Typically, you never spend
all you budgeted,” he said. “You
have positions that are vacant
longer than you anticipated (for
example) ... S0 you're not actu-
ally spending the cash.

“The other side of the coin
is you could have higher rev-
enues than projected. We're
very conservative in budgeting
revenues. That also reduces
the need to use fund balance.”

Spending more than collect-
ed revenues year after year is
cooking up a potential recipe
for disaster, Commissioner
Russel Gray said.

“It’s just math,” he said. “We
don’t necessarily have to fund
economic development. It’s
a nice thing to do. I'm sim-
ply talking about operating
our government and doing the
core services we need. That’s
our one job, to provide service
delivery and charge appropri-

ately for that.”

The county is facing a declin-
ing population while needing
too provide the same services,
Gray said.

Commission Chairman Lo-
renzo Heard said that Gray was
one of the commissioners who
last year promoted a jail over-

haul that included $11 million
for a replacement chiller unit
On the topic of population
loss, Commissioner Anthony
Jones said that commission-
ers need to put their heads to-
gether with the city of Albany
and Dougherty County School
Board to discuss the future.

Staff Photo: Alan Mauldin

Dougherty County Commissioners Russell Gray and Gloria
Gaines have a conversation prior to Monday’s commission
meeting. The commission discussed a proposed $104.1 mil-

lion budget.

From 1A

ANATASIA

Church Friday will get no such
luxuries.

They are, in fact, bringing the
first 24-hour play to the area.

“We get together at the church
Thursday night at 7 p.m.,” Vick-
ie Knuckles, who heads up the
homeschool acting troupe,
said. “And we do the play start-
ing Friday at 7 o’clock. There
are no rehearsals, no advance
preparation.”

The concept of the 24-hour
play is growing in popularity
across the country, Knuckles
said. She said the concept was
brought to her by student-
actors and volunteer parent
team members who thought
such an undertaking would be
“a pretty cool idea.”

Knuckles, who directed four
locally produced plays in the
last calendar year — at Byne,
Theatre Albany and with the
homeschool group — said the
more she thought about it, the
better she liked the concept.

“It’s just so different,” she
said. “And I thought it would

be a great challenge for our stu-
dents. When I brought up the
idea, they liked it. And they’re
really anxious to see it through,
to show that they can do it.”

Knuckles outlined the plan
for her budding thespians and
her technical team:

— Gather at Byne at 7 p.m.
Thursday for a general all-
hands-on-deck meeting.

— While tech crews work on
the sets, the cast starts work-
ing on their parts through the
late-night and early-morning
hours.

— Around breakfast time Fri-
day, the cast will come together
for rehearsals.

— Friday at 7 p.m. is showtime.

“We'll be working all night, and
we have almost every minute
planned out,” Knuckles said.
“Of course, everyone will not
be working on stuff the whole
time, so they’ll have opportuni-
ties to rest. But no one is leav-
ing; no one is going home to
get eight hours sleep.

“We did hold auditions and
had 20 people try out. They're
all in the play, and with the
technical crew, there will be
about 40 involved. We sim-
ply sent out an invitation and

invited all who were willing
to be a part of this. Everyone
seems really excited about the
concept.”

In addition to current mem-
bers of the homeschool asso-
ciation in grades 9-12, Knuck-
les also invited alumni of the
group and other homeschool
students to get involved.

“Everybody’s been trying to
kind of get their head around
what we’re doing leading up to
Thursday,” Knuckles said. “It
usually takes six to eight weeks
of pretty intense preparation
to get ready for a production.
We're doing it all in 24 hours.

“I know we're going to hit
some walls along the way, but
I'm hoping the adrenalyn kicks
in for everyone as we get closer
to time for the play. I'm excited
to see what happens.”

And is there any secret to
pulling off such a seemingly
daunting task?

“Coffee,” Knuckles says. “Lots
of coffee.”

Tickets for “Anastasia,” which
are $10 for adults and $5 for
children, are available online
or at the door the night of the
performance.

From 1A

GAS

lon on gasoline and 37 cents
per gallon on diesel to provide
relief from rising fuel costs tied
to Middle East tensions and
fears of supply disruptions.
Gov. Brian Kemp first sus-
pended the tax in March and
later extended the suspension
through Memorial Day travel
before allowing it to expire in
early June.

State officials estimated the tax
break saved motorists roughly
$5 on a typical 15-gallon fill-up.

When the suspension end-
ed June 3, analysts warned
prices could quickly jump by
about 30 to 33 cents per gal-
lon. However, the increases
did not materialize uniform-
ly across Georgia as crude oil
prices eased and global mar-
kets stabilized. Industry ana-
lysts noted that some stations
increased prices gradually while
others absorbed portions of the

R oS 2 L A G R

* Offer ends July 31, 2026. Some exclusions may apply. Contact Flint for details.

tax’s return through competi-
tive pricing.

That combination of factors
has helped keep Albany among
Georgia’s least expensive plac-
es to purchase fuel.

The statewide average re-
mains higher than Albany’s,
and motorists in metro areas
such as Macon and Savannah
continue to pay about 25 to
30 cents more per gallon than
drivers in southwest Georgia.

For Albany consumers, the
savings can add up quickly.

A driver filling a standard
15-gallon tank in Albany is
spending roughly $4 to $5
less per fill-up than drivers
in some of Georgia’s highest-
priced markets. For commuters
traveling daily between Albany
and neighboring communities
or families taking summer va-
cations, youth sports trips and
weekend getaways, those dif-
ferences can amount to dozens
of dollars in monthly savings.

Lower gasoline prices also
provide indirect benefits by

easing transportation costs
for businesses and consumers
already grappling with higher
housing, grocery and insur-
ance expenses.

Energy analysts say sever-
al factors are contributing to
the recent downward trend.
Crude oil prices have declined
from spring highs, concerns
about disruptions to shipping
routes in the Middle East have
eased, and domestic fuel sup-
plies have remained relatively
stable despite increased sum-
mer demand.

Still, experts caution that
gasoline markets can change
rapidly. Hurricane season, re-
finery outages or renewed geo-
political tensions could quickly
send prices higher again.

For now, though, Albany mo-
torists are entering the heart
of summer with some of the
cheapest gasoline in Georgia
— arare piece of good news
for consumers after years of
inflation and rising house-
hold costs.

Save now with Employee-Level Pricing on all new
John Deere Residential & Commercial Mowers, Gators and
Compact Tractors. - ONLY at Flint Ag & Turf!

@ Jonnpeere | | FLINT
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HoroS

ARIES (March 21-April
19): Though today’s score is
very high, tomorrow slides
abruptly into the negative.
Use today for important, one-
day initiations — it’s not a day
for building a foundation for
a long-term situation of any
kind.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20): A partnership could
blossom with new energy,
things could get easier with
new systems or resources
available. The quality and
power of your mind are what
drive the quality and power of
your actions. Build the mind-
set first.

GEMINI (May 21-June
20): If a health matter is on
your mind, a dive into deeper
understanding could bring a
solution today — be your own
researcher. What you value
drives many of your choices,
it’s a time to ask yourself what
matters most.

CANCER (June 21-July
22): A creative solution from
way outside the box could be
the needed fix today — let
your mind range and the
answer should appear. You
are your own primary
resource, maintain your
internal systems to keep the
rest in motion.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22):
You've entered a season of
inner exploration — you
might feel more introverted
and less interested in the
kaleidoscope of motion and
noise. Try to prioritize some
time away from all outside
influences.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22): There’s an idea lurking
in the back of your mind,
bring it to the forefront if you
can, it could represent a big
upgrade. Your social/net-
working activities could hold
added importance for the
next few weeks.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
22): Career could be king or
queen for the next month or
so — if not career, this cycle
will affect all the ways you
bring your energies out into
the broader world. There are
treasures awaiting in this part
of your life.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov.
21): Openhearted apprecia-
tion and gratitude could be in
you today, and/or in others
looking in your direction. You
are shining. It could be a time
to teach, and also a time to

learn. Both must be forever
entwined.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21): Like Gemini
today, values could be a topic.
Also up could be how you
work with others and how
you maintain balances in
shared endeavors. When you
bring fairness, youre more
likely to have it returned to
you.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19): A worthy relation-
ship could be on a path to
new growth, new clarity, and
greater cosmic protection. A
relationship that’s unworthy
might fall away, but it’s
unlikely to be painful, diffi-
cult, or dramatic.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18): You might be in
the mood to clear the decks of
half-done projects in the next
few weeks, thus relieving your
mind and helping you
advance your life to the next
square. Pay close attention to
a big new ‘A-Ha.’

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20): Don't attach quickly to a
new thought leader or their
thoughts. While they might
prove themselves out, give it
a little time as a habitual
practice. The well of inspo
should be flowing within your
own heart now.

IF TODAY IS YOUR
BIRTHDAY: Happy birth-
day and happy rest of 2026! A
lot of the year’s challenges
should be in your rear-view
mirror now, better stars pop-
ulate the rest of your year. An
opportunity that arises in
July could be what you've
been waiting for, well-aligned,
well thought-out, with lots of
growth potential. Check it out
thoroughly, but it could be
something that’s a real game-
changer. Don't let a passing
anxiety be a reason to say no,
decide based facts and num-
bers. Early- to mid-August
could bring both extremes,
and increased cash flow. You
could get some rizz and some
artistic talent then too. Avoid
acting on extreme feelings.
An opportunity to do yourself
dirty could arise in late August
through a bad idea in the
moment. Stay cognizant of
consequences and don’t do it.
A windfall could arrive in
September. Some high guid-
ance could land in October,
pay attention.

TQDAY IN

1788 - The State of Vir-
ginia becomes the tenth state

to ratify the United States
Constitution

1910 - The United States
Congress passes the Mann
Act, that prohibits the inter-
state transport of females for
“immoral purposes”

1923 - The first ever aerial
refueling in a DH.4B biplane
is done by Captain Lowell H.
Smith and Lt. John P. Rich-
ter

1940 - During World War
II, France officially surren-
ders to Germany

1947 - The Diary of a
Young Girl is published. It is
also known as the Diary of

HISTORY? N

Anne Frank

1950 - North Korea invades
South Korea for the start of
the Korean War

1991 - Croatia and Slove-
nia declare their indepen-
dence from Yugoslavia

1993 - Canada swears in
Kim Campbell as their first
female Prime Minister

1996 - 19 U.S. servicemen
are killed during the Khobar
Towers bombing in Saudi
Arabia

2017 - WHO, the World
Health Organization esti-
mates that the country of
Yemen (south of Saudi Ara-
bia) has over 200,000 cases
of cholera

CALENDAR OF OBSERVANCES

Bourdain Day

Color TV Day

Day of the Seafarer
Global Beatles Day
Leon Day

Mitch Lane Day
National Bomb Pop Day
National Catfish Day

¢ National Handshake Day

* National Strawberry
Parfait Day

e School Prayer Banned
Anniversary

e Statehood Day in Virginia

e World Vitiligo Day

(The Albany Herald (U.S.P.S. 012-320), 306 W. Broad Ave.,
Albany, Ga 31701, published daily by GTLN, is the legal or-
gan of Dougherty and Calhoun Counties. Periodicals class
postage paid at Albany, Ga. Postmaster: Send address
changes to The Albany Herald, 306 W. Broad Ave., Albany,
\GO 31701. Business Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.)
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

"The best effect of fine persons is felt after
we have left their presence.”

Ralph Waldo Emerson,
poet (1803-1882)

CORRECTION

This newspaper is committed to publish-
ing fair and accurate information. Errors
should be brought to the attention of
Editor Carlton Fletcher at (229) 888-9300.
Corrections or clarifications will appear
in this space.
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Daily Bridge Club

Cy’s exercise plan

By Frank Stewart
Tribune Content Agency

Cy the Cynic is no candidate
for a no-belly prize; he is way
overweight.

“Exercise,” I told Cy. “Try jog-
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ging.”

“If God wanted me to
jog,” he said, “he would
have given me a fast-
forward button, not a
belly button.”

Cy often fast-forwards in the
play -- often to his cost. As de-
clarer at today’s slam, Cy took
the ace of clubs and led a trump
to his king, winning. He then led
... a second trump.

THIRD TRUMP

West took the ace and led a third
trump. The Cynic won, cashed the
A-K of spades and A-K of diamonds,
ruffed a diamond and ruffed a
spade. When East discarded, Cy
lacked the entries to set up and
cash dummy’s fifth spade; he lost
a diamond at the end.

Cy played too fast, as is his wont.
After he wins the first trump, he

\

Frank Stewart

can proceed thus: ace of dia-
monds, diamond ruff, ace of
%y spades, diamond ruff, club
'L . ruff, diamond ruff. Cy can
then lead a trump to West,
ruff the club return, draw
‘ the last trump and win
the last two tricks with
the king of diamonds and
king of spades.
DAILY QUESTION
Youhold: SQ1084HA32
DJ7CQJ 10 3. Both sides vul-
nerable. The dealer, at your left,
opens one heart. Your partner
overcalls one spade. The next
player passes. What do you say?
ANSWER: Many players will
overcall with light hands, but at
this vulnerability, partner should
have a decent hand and a good
suit. Cue-bid two hearts to show
a sound raise to two spades or
more. If he bids two spades next,
pass; otherwise, you will move
toward game.
South dealer
N-S vulnerable

Advice Columnist

Helpful in-laws shut out

of family plans

By Eric Thomas
Tribune Content Agency

Dear Eric: Our married
son and wife share all their
plans, ideas, life experiences
with her family and we hear
nothing. We watch our grand-
kids, help them at a drop of
a dime, we even spiff up the
house when watching the kids
and let their dogs out.

When we hear what they’re
doing or planning from her
side of the family, we’ve had
to stop acting like it’s a sur-
prise. We just smile and nod.

Our daughter-in-law is defi-
nitely one-sided. She’s slowly
stopped inviting our side of
the family to do things. My
son goes along with it to keep
her narcissistic behavior un-
der control, but he doesn’t see
it is controlling him and us.
There’s even inequality in the
way they give gifts. Last Christ-
mas, they spent $300 on my
husband and $10 on me. Her
family received very large ex-
pensive gifts. I tell them gifts
aren’t about being equal but
fair. So, do I back down on my
gifts to my daughter-in-law?

— Unequal In-Laws

Dear In-Laws: As you prob-
ably know, it’s not really about
the gifts. So, pulling back on
what you give your daughter-
in-law isn’t going to bring you
the satisfaction you want.

There are a lot of strong feel-
ings here about your daugh-
ter-in-law, but there is some
information missing about
your relationship with your
son. Have you talked to him
about what you're feeling and
suggested concrete ways that
you’d like to feel included?

Is he telling you about the
plans or just leaving all com-
munication up to his wife? It’s
possible that she’s just better

at communicating with her
side of the family and your
son needs to communicate
better with you.

They’re not shy about in-
cluding you in parts of their
lives — you babysit and help
them around the house. So,
the crux of the issue could be
the plans you’re not hearing
about. Do you expect/want to
be doing things with her side
of the family? Or do you want
to be doing similar things with
your side of the family? If it’s
the latter, you may have to be
more proactive about getting
the ball rolling on those things.

It’s also possible that your
daughter-in-law is aware of
the negative feelings you have
about her. She may be pull-
ing back because of that con-
flict (which, of course, only
makes the conflict worse).
See if there’s a way to smooth
things out. You don’t need to
just take it, but if you're not
seeing eye-to-eye with her,
you can talk it out and see if
you can come up with a new
way of interacting so that ev-
erybody feels seen and heard.

Dear Eric: I am the sole
surviving step-grandparent
of a young man who recently
married. I have always been
very fond of him. I was not
invited to the wedding. His
mother informed me via text
of the marriage two days later
and stated, “immediate family
attended.” It was a local event.
My late husband and I attend-
ed the weddings of both the
groom’s siblings some time
ago. I feel hurt that I wasn’t
invited. Your thoughts?

— Left Out

Dear Left Out: I'm sorry
you felt excluded. On the one
hand, it seems like it would
have been easy to include

Eric Thomas

you or at least reach out to you
in advance. On a slightly dif-
ferent hand, their budget or
space constraints may have
dictated just how small they
needed to keep it.

Since neither you nor they
can go back and change any-
thing, the best path forward
is one that leads to a deeper
relationship with your step-
grandson. Reach out to him
directly with your congratula-
tions and see if he’s open to a
visit, a lunch, a phone call or
something of the sort.

It’s not clear to me how close
you are right now, but since
you're fond of him, it’s worth
telling him that and asking if
he’s open to forming a tight-
er bond with you. A wedding
is an important day, but it’s
only one day. A relationship
is made up of many ordinary
days and many milestones; I
hope you can be a part of his
life for the ones still to come.

Dear Eric: Another re-
sponse possible to the wife
who wrote about her husband
who got

very upset when she would
call a professional about home
repairs (“Mrs. Fix-It”):

Your response was good, but
another is that this couple do
not belong in an owner-occupied
home. They should be rent-
ers who can call the landlord
when something needs fixing.

— JWin Minnesota

Dear JW: This could, in-
deed, solve this problem once
and for all. If the couple can’t
come to an agreement about
how and by whom repairs
are done, taking it off of their
shared plate could be the next
best option.

Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA
19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.

SQUAWKBOX

squawkbox@albanyherald.com

Superintendent Kenneth
Dyer said “health care costs
the system $23,000 per em-
ployee.” Our country has to
get a grip on the high costs
of medical and hospital care.
These costs are not sustaina-
ble.

You want to talk about mis-
use of taxpayer money on a
grand scale? How about the
almost $15 million, no-bid,
vanity project American tax-
payers are on the hook for
to turn the Lincoln Memo-
rial reflecting pool “Ameri-
can-flag blue”? The algae has
won, and the water is green.
Then there’s the dismantling
of the East Wing for a ball-
room. Where’s the outrage
about these and other abuses
of power?

I have driven through the
intersection of Highway 32
and Highway 300 hundreds,
maybe thousands, of times. I
can see where it is dangerous.
but any wreck there is be-
cause of carelessness and not
paying attention. With plans
for a roundabout, I think that
will make that intersection
even more dangerous.

Rick bragged that he didn’t
owe anyone anything. Well,
now he’s beholding to all the
Georgians who voted for him.

Georgia 26, Florida 21 ...
Greatest football game ever!
Sorry you missed it, Fletcher,
but I was there. And I agree:
That was the greatest mo-
ment in UGA football history.

The issues with the local
school systems (Lee and
Dougherty) is that we have
people on those systems’
boards who know nothing
about the business of run-
ning such a huge taxing en-
tity, so they spend taxpayer
money like it was theirs to
hand out. We need to set
certain requirements for
our school board members:
Starting with enough basic
common sense to know when
they are damaging childrens’
education in their efforts to
hand out taxpayer money to
friends.

Lewis Grizzard was one
of the best Southern writers
ever.

Our police and firefighters
deserve compensation that is
higher than our region given
the tough work here. Write
more $250 speeding tickets
to those going 65-plus mph
down Dawson, Slappey and
Westover and those with il-
legal, very dangerous mod-
ifications. Write fewer $150
camera tickets to carpooling
working parents going 37
mph in a school zone. Let’s
police smarter, increase tick-
et revenue and address the
real dangers on our roads for
once.

Never agree to any search
without a warrant specifying
what they are searching for
and why. Two or three hours
waiting for the warrant sure
beats a felony conviction be-

cause of something someone
else left behind.

The recent stories about
the complete mess in the
city of Dawson are a mere
tip of the iceberg. Corrup-
tion runs rampant in this
small community and has for
some time now. Please keep
digging; there’s plenty to be
found.

Greenland is now asking
Trump to invade, hoping to
get the same deal that Iran
got.

Somebody really goofed up
when they raised taxes in Lee
County. There must be for-
mer Dougherty County em-
ployees working there.

DELIVERY QUESTIONS: If your pc-
per hasn’t been delivered call our
Circulation Department at 229-
888-9300. Hours are 8:30 am-5 pm
weekdays, closed on holidays. A
customer service representative
will assist you. (All papers are by
mail only and delivered by U.S.
Postal Service.)

POSTAL SERVICE COMPLAINTS:
If you are dissatisfied with delivery,
ask your postmaster for a Con-
sumer Service Card and record

The Albany Herald

MAIN OFFICE: 229-888-9300
SUBSCRIPTIONS: 229-888-9300

your complaint. If this does not
bring improvement, contact us at
1-800-ASK-USPS (1-800-275-8777) or
TTY: 711., or write your complaint
to USPS’s Consumer Advocate
office atf: United States Postal Ser-
vice Office of the Consumer Ad-

vocate, 475 L' Enfant Plaza SW,
Washington, D.C. 20260

TO REPORT NEWS ITEMS: Email
the editor at carlton.fletcher@al-
banyherald.com or call 229-888-
9300.

CLASSIFIED, DISPLAY OR ONLINE

ADS: Advertising can be placed
by phone, email and/or in person
Mon.-Fri., 8:30 am - 5 pm or call
229-888-9300. For classifieds and
display/public notices/online ads
email Phil Cody at phil.cody@al-
banyherald.com or call 229-888-
9300.

Our office is at 306 W. Broad Ave.,
Albany, GA 31701.

BILLING: Business hours are Mon-
day-Friday 8:30 am-5 pm, contact
number: 229-888-9300.
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the righteous put forth their hands unto iniquity.”

Psalms 125:3

COLUMNIST B MARC HYDEN

For America’s future, look
fo the ancient past: Rome

America is approaching a major milestone: its
semiquincentennial, which is a fancy word that
scarcely anyone knows how to spell or

great lengths to achieve their goals. They openly
violated term limits, abandoned norms, relied on
riots and assassinations to settle political

pronounce. It simply denotes that 2026
is the 250th anniversary of the signing of
the Declaration of Independence.

Despite this passage of time, America
looks pretty good for her age. Of course,
there have been a number of proud and
shameful moments in our history, and
we are currently on a concerning trajec-
tory. Where it leads is not set in stone,
but if you want to learn what could be in
store for America, then look to the past,
the very ancient past: Look to Rome.

While comparing the United States to ancient
Rome can be cliché, at least on a superficial level, a
deeper analysis shows striking similarities between
the two superpowers. Since Rome has long since
fallen, perhaps it can serve as a cautionary tale for
Americans. So what lessons can we learn from the
Roman Republic to avoid its fate?

To begin with, Rome originally existed as a mon-
archy — according to legend — beginning in 753
BC. The Romans tired of the oppressive rule and
sparked a revolution in which they rejected the
monarchy and formed a republic in 509 BC.

Its government comprised a number of politi-
cians mostly elected through an ancient form of the
electoral college, and the Romans boasted consti-
tutional checks and balances, a kind of bicameral
legislature, and some officials even wielded veto
power. Veto means “I forbid” in Latin, and the
Romans enjoyed certain rights and liberties. Sound
familiar? It should because America’s Constitution
was based in part on the Roman Republic.

Also like the United States, after Rome formed
into a republic, it engaged in numerous wars as it
grew in power and size. Once it defeated its arch
nemeses, Carthage and Macedonia, Rome emerged
as the Mediterranean world’s primary superpower,
much in the same way that America found itself as
a dominant global power following World War I
and II and then the Cold War.

With increased might and wealth, the Roman
Republic grew ill. Politicians and voters increas-
ingly disregarded their constitution, side-stepped
long-held precedent and looked at the government
as an exploitable means to selfish ends. Politicians
sought public office to enrich themselves and
increase their prestige, and the people demanded
expensive handouts, like free land on which to
settle, subsidized grain and total debt forgiveness.

Both statesmen and voters were willing to go to
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scores and suppress the vote, and politi-
cians were willing to promise enormous
welfare programs to the masses if they
would vote them into office. The Roman
Republic was in tatters.

As power, wealth and handouts became
primary objectives — instead of respect-
ing the rule of law — it was only a matter
of time before the Republic devolved into
a series of civil wars. After decades of
intermittent fighting, one man remained
standing — Augustus — and he announced that he
was giving the Romans their Republic back. Yet it
was an illusion. Instead of reinforcing the Republic,
in 27 BC he replaced it with an autocracy with him
at the helm.

The people were happy to trade their rights and
liberties for security, entertainment and free grain,
but their Republic was dead. Even so, Rome sur-
vived for hundreds more years. Many historians
date the Western Roman Empire’s fall to 476 AD
and the fall of the Eastern Roman Empire’s rem-
nants to 1453 AD, but they operated more like
military dictatorships and monarchies. Rome had
come full circle.

The United States is not in this stage. We still
have a functioning republic with checks and bal-
ances and legitimate elections, but our republic is
showing cracks and signs of stress. Despite this,
Rome’s fate is not necessarily going to be our own.
The Republic fell — not because its constitution or
institutions failed — but in part because voters no
longer bought into the idea of a republic, resorted
to violence and coalesced around base politicians.
These men in turn acted unscrupulously.

To avoid this mistake, we must respect the sanc-
tity of our institutions over politicians, strictly
adhere to our Constitution and precedent and elect
people of integrity. As our semiquincentennial
approaches, we should heed the founders’ advice,
because the power to secure our republic lies with
us first, not politicians.

“To suppose that any form of government will
secure liberty or happiness without any virtue in
the people, is a chimerical idea,” James Madison
wrote. “If there be sufficient virtue and intelligence
in the community, it will be exercised in the selec-
tion of these men. So that we do not depend on
their virtue, or put confidence in our rulers, but in
the people who are to choose them.”

GUEST COLUMNIST B CHRIS CLARK
Georgia’s competitive
edge starts with energy

Georgia’s economic success
story did not happen by acci-
dent.

remaining responsive to evolv-
ing consumer and business
needs. That system

Over the past six
years, Georgia has
exceeded previous
economic develop-
ment records, gener-
ating more than
$174.7 Dbillion in
investment and creat-
ing more than
255,000 jobs across
more than 2,600 projects. Per-
haps most importantly, 83% of
that investment has occurred
outside metro Atlanta, proving
that in Georgia, zip codes do not
dictate opportunity.

Behind that success is some-
thing most Georgians rarely
think about until it disappears:
reliable energy infrastructure.

The Georgia Chamber’s long-
term strategic plan, GEOR-
GIA|2050, recognizes a simple
truth: Reliable infrastructure is
the foundation of every strong
economy. Gov. Brian Kemp,
legislative leaders, the Public
Service Commission and our
utility partners deserve tremen-
dous credit for maintaining a
disciplined, long-term approach
to energy planning while many
states across the country strug-
gle with uncertainty and insta-
bility.

When the lights go out in
other parts of the country, they
stay on in Georgia. That reliabil-
ity matters.

Every part of Georgia’s econo-
my depends on safe, affordable,
readily available and consistent
power. Manufacturers require it
to operate advanced facilities.
Hospitals rely on it to deliver
care. Families depend on it to
power homes and transporta-
tion. Farmers need it to operate
equipment and irrigation sys-
tems. Technology companies
and data centers require enor-
mous computing capacity sup-
ported by reliable electricity.
Even everyday consumer
demand continues growing as
our economy becomes increas-
ingly digital and connected.

Georgia has been able to meet
that demand because our state
planned ahead, both in recent
years and decades into the past.

Our vertically integrated util-
ity structure, overseen by the
PSC, allows utilities to make
long-term investments while
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has helped Georgia
maintain one of the
most reliable and
affordable energy
environments among
top GDP-producing
states, even during
periods of expansive
growth, national infla-
tion and global uncer-

tainty.

Georgia also benefits from
one of the most diverse and col-
laborative energy ecosystems in
the country.

Georgia Power, Oglethorpe
Power, Georgia’s EMCs, Geor-
gia Transmission, MEAG Power,
Dalton Utilities and others con-
tinue investing in generation,
transmission and grid reliability
across the state. Our strong nat-
ural gas infrastructure also pro-
vides critical reliability and flex-
ibility as energy demand contin-
ues evolving.

At the same time, Georgia has
embraced an “all-of-the-above”
energy strategy. Nuclear, natu-
ral gas, solar, hydropower, bat-
tery storage and emerging tech-
nologies will all play a role in
powering Georgia’s future. The
completion of Plant Vogtle
Units 3 and 4 positioned Geor-
gia as home to the nation’s larg-
est producer of clean energy,
while utilities across the state
continue expanding renewable
generation and strengthening
grid resiliency.

This conversation is not sim-
ply about growth for growth’s
sake. It is about keeping Geor-
gia affordable, competitive, and
prepared for the future.

The states that win economi-
cally over the next 25 years will
be the states capable of deliver-
ing safe, reliable, affordable
energy to support homes, busi-
nesses, manufacturing, logis-
tics, innovation and next-gener-
ation technologies. Georgia is
positioned to lead because lead-
ers here have consistently been
willing to think long-term
instead of waiting for crises to
force action.

Energy security is economic
security. And Georgia’s contin-
ued success will depend on pre-
serving the thoughtful, collab-
orative approach that brought
us here in the first place.

Marc Hyden is the senior director of state government affairs at the R Street Institute, and he is a Roman his-

torian. Follow him on X at @marc_hyden.

Chris Clark is president/CEO of the Georgia Chamber.

Americans have always been builders.
Americans built the railroads that connect-
ed a continent, highways that connected a
nation, power grids that electrified rural
America, and communications networks
that transformed the world.

Every generation has faced critics who
warned against growth, development and
progress. But Americans understood a sim-
ple truth: To lead, you must build.

While the subject changes, the lesson
remains the same. One might think the
realm of academia would grasp this lesson,
yet it does not.

The race for Artificial Intelligence domi-
nance is now the most important strategic

competition of our time. The nation that
leads in artificial intelligence will gain enor-
mous advantages in economic growth, sci-
entific research, military capability, cyberse-
curity and global influence.

Interior Secretary Doug Burgum recently
put it bluntly, observing that artificial intel-
ligence dominance will decide who is “going
to control the world.”

China’s leaders know this. Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping has described Al as a stra-
tegic priority and has directed enormous
investments into computing infrastructure,
semiconductors, and data centers racing to
create the power to control the next genera-
tion of technology. That should concern
every American.

Data centers are not glamorous. Most
people will never visit one. Yet these facili-
ties are the backbone of artificial intelli-
gence. They provide the computing power
needed to train Al systems, process infor-

COLUMNIST Bl GARY WISENBAKER

Who benefits when America stops building? China

mation, support cloud services, and drive
the modern digital economy.
Yet, here in the United States, a

testing Beijing’s construction of AI infra-
structure. China is building aggressively
because its leaders understand

growing movement seeks to slow,
delay, or outright stop the con-
struction of data centers. There
are obviously legitimate concerns.
Data centers require land, elec-
tricity, and water. Citizens deserve
honest answers about environ-
mental impacts, infrastructure
demands, tax incentives, and
quality-of-life issues. And this
requires transparency and
accountability.

But what has emerged in recent years is
not organic. Researchers, members of Con-
gress, and policy organizations increasingly
argue that a sophisticated influence cam-
paign is fueling opposition to American Al
infrastructure.

A report by the nonpartisan Bitcoin Policy
Institute alleges that Chinese state media,
activist networks and foreign-funded non-
profit organizations are working in tandem
to amplify opposition to data centers and Al
development in the United States.

The report elucidates that this effort is to
slow or stop American develop and specifi-
cally points to Chinese state-controlled
media outlets that regularly warn Ameri-
cans about the environmental and econom-
ic dangers of data centers while simultane-
ously celebrating China’s own rapid expan-
sion of Al infrastructure.

Ironically, however, China is not holding
public rallies demanding a moratorium on
data centers. Chinese activists are not pro-
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what is at stake. Yet Al opponents
here are demanding that America
stand down.

It was once assigned that Vladi-
mir Lenin praised such a special
corps as “useful idiots.” (Though
it was probably the term of social-
ist economist Ludwig von Mises.)
These foot soldiers would co-op
and subvert democratic processes
propagandizing according to
Moscow’s dictates.

But, in this case, China’s. Senator, Bernie
Sanders, and Representative Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez have proposed legislation
that would place a moratorium on new Al
data-center construction. Similar cam-
paigns have appeared at state and local
levels across the country. Dozens of local
governments have already enacted restric-
tions or pauses on new projects. These
efforts benefit China, not the United States
of America.

Every delayed project means less comput-
ing power. Every cancelled project means
fewer jobs, less investment, and reduced
technological capacity. Every year spent
arguing about whether America should
build AI infrastructure is a year China
spends building it.

Recent investigations have also raised
questions about the role of foreign money

flowing through nonprofit organizations
involved in anti-data-center campaigns.
Congressional committees are examining
those allegations, and lawmakers have
called for greater scrutiny of foreign-funded
activism that may affect national security
interests. These efforts should continue
whether or not this is ultimately confirmed
as the larger strategic reality remains
unchanged.

China wants to win the AI race; this can-
not be allowed. This does not mean every
data center belongs in every community.
Local governments should carefully evalu-
ate proposals. Environmental standards
should be enforced. Infrastructure impacts
should be addressed responsibly. This is
critical.

But America cannot afford to adopt a phi-
losophy of “build nowhere” or the simplistic
“No” to data centers.

History teaches that great powers do not
decline solely because their competitors
become stronger. They decline because they
lose confidence in themselves. The question
facing America today is not whether artifi-
cial intelligence will transform the future: it
will. In the end, nations do not win techno-
logical competitions by filing lawsuits,
imposing moratoriums, blocking construc-
tion, or peddling propaganda scripted with
misinformation and prevarications emanat-
ing from and by hostile foreign interests.

While America can and must win the Al
race, it can and must build to do so.

Gary Wisenbaker is currently a Realtor with Century 21 Realty Advisors in Valdosta and is
licensed in both Georgia and Florida.
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OILEP MACHINE CAPABLE
OF HANDLING ANYTHING
THAT'S THROWN AT IT.

T THINK TATE
SOMETHING FLNNY.

O0KAY, 1'P GET
THAT CHECKED
ouT,
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WOW ! THATIS A ' GUESS YOURE v POESTHIS HOW TO PLAY: All the words listed below appear in the puzzle — hori-
LONG SCARF RIGHT. SOME- BELONG To You? zontally, verticalls;, diagonally and even backwgfd. Find theII)n, circle each
YOU'RE KNITTING, TIMES\START letter of the word and strike it off the list. The leftover letters spell the
wwxs KNITTING AND | WONDERWORD.
2 T | | FORGET 10STOR 2 CRUMBL MAKES DECADENT COOKIES Solution: 8 letters
AR R RELBBOCINNAMONB
HZS@=y gl | ESPRESSOREYWAS
HNTE R =
ey CFDESSERTSEWCOS
‘~$&g§sg§z HFTFAYRRULAOTFRE
WOUODSEGSFNTMR I
'SLHDCH(U " OTNNUAAMFAB®EUK
LMASTRALVA@ZYHDO
DIFFICULTY RATING: 333 Find the familiar phrase, saying or LCESAHEATTATDCO
117 | 9 name in this arrangementofletters. A G P B HB L CE L SONVZC
5 81116 47 ix2= 2 isis| MOIUANHLGDOEEAL
774 3721 2 X2 = 4 !S!SmHWNNEYTWIXNRRNA
2x%==g IS IS |: SAATGRWCARROT I M
2 7 5 911 Xg= IS IS |I RNLBATTERKLIML I
S X2 =10 IS IS I8 A G ATMEALHNOMELN
4 7 SUDOKU INSTRUCTIONS: TODAY’S SUDOKU
Each row, column and set of 3-by-3 SOLUTION: MARGATSNICINGAA
1 5 7 6 3 boxes must contain the numbers 1 —
through9with0ut repitition. : ; Z i § 5: g ; : © 2026 Andrews McMeel Syndication ~ www.wonderword.com 6/23
2 9 4 1 6 o tlels v 6lzl2 g| Almond, Animal Cookies, Bacon, Banana, Batch, Batter,
clzolelz vlsls 1 Bun, Candy, Carrot, Chewy, Churro, Cinnamon, Cobbler,
3 9 1 2 7 4 clalzlilolzlvcle Dessert, Espresso, Glaze, Hamsley, Icing, Instagram, Jam,
Jason, Lemon, Marshmallow, McGowan, Milk, Molten Lava,
TODAY’S WHATZIT SOLUTION: L 6 v18 s €1 9 ¢ Oatmeal, Oreo, Peanut, Rich, Sawyer, Sea Salt, Soft, Sugar,
8 3 2 j : ; : f 2 g ; ; Tartlet, Toffee, Treats, Trendy, Twix, Utah, Vanilla, Waffle
6/23 © 2026 Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication for UFS SIUS3 SIqeL 2/ €/ S|v| 6 2] 8 9 TODAY’S ANSWER: FrOSting
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“1 have no idea what kind of eggs they

are, but pound for pound, they’re half the
cost of regular eggs.”

BEETLE BAILEY wort & Greg Walker

“We’ll find a lot of them around

the trash can.”

I USED THE CARROT-
AND-STICK METHOD
TO GET SARGE TO
GO OUT WITH ME

©2026 Comicana, Inc. Distributed by King Features Syndicate.
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NEWS TO
COME ON

ACTUALLY, I'M JUST EAGER TO

GET IT

THE BORN LOSER Art & Chip Sansom

OVER WITH!

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Patti Varol

ACROSS
1 Getting off the
fence
7 Indian state
known for silk
and tea
12 Nothing special
15 Subdued
16 High wispy
clouds
17 "Twas the
night before
Christmas?
18 *Time of financial
growth

20 Antidiscrimination

HR initiative
21 Replace with a
grawlix, say
22 Helping
24 Gush

26 *What may follow

kids in a candy
store?

29 Elixirs

32“To___is
human ... ”

33 Past regulation,
briefly

34 Blooper reel bit

36 Sounding
shocked

39 TD’s six

40 *Handshake
alternative

42 Knight’s title

45 ltalian scooter

46 Try to be like

48 Eye ailment

51 Puppy’s bark

53 Speechified

54 *Stressful
contest?

58 Antacid brand

59 “Let me check”

60 Someone who
has a trying job?

63 Manicure choice

64 Finish
dramatically, or

what the answers

to the starred
clues do

69 Andrea
Gibson’s “__to
the Public Panic
Attack”

70 Oktoberfest mug

71 Soul legend
Franklin

72 Craggy hill

73 Kagan of the
Supreme Court

74 “Let’s hear it!”

DOWN
1 Futbol chant

2 Abbr. that
includes many
racial identities

3 Opinion

4 “Didn’t fool me!”

5 Gas in bright
signs

6 Fithess centers

7 Accumulate, as
sick time

8 Sis or bro

9 “No seats” sign

10 Like fans after
great plays

11 Mirror

12 Freeway divider

13 “And yet ... ”

14 Progress
that may be
measured on a
doorframe

19 Siri platform

23 Coftee option

24 “Quit it!”

25 Sulky look

27 Snatch quickly

28 Exchange words

30 Bistro

31 Hits the slopes

35 Awards such as
Best Play and
Best Team

37 Paintballs, e.g.

38 Egg (on)

41 Long part of a
comet

42 Drench
43 Article

44 Cincinnati MLBers

45 Doberman docs

47 Dishonorable
wager

48 Faucet

49 Ohio city on Lake

Erie

50 Loud person

52 Green film on
copper

55 Actress
Witherspoon

56 Film starring
Barbra Streisand
as a woman who
pretends to be a
yeshiva boy

57 “Have we __?”

61 Herring kin

62 Dim sum root
vegetable

65 Department head?

66 Finish first

67 Org. emulated in
“Heated Rivalry”

68 Lass
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HAGAR THE HORRIBLE chris Browne
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A SCHOOL TEACHER, IT'S A § NOW,T ENVY | 2 YOU, IF YOU STRETCH HEART, | WILL SPARE YOUR CASTLE! i| P WouLD SRaRE,
TOUGH JOB, BUT 4ty 1] < HIM FOR | THISCOFFEE BREAK 47
HE'S DEDICATED ) ONETHING: | 3 ANY LONGER! ; :
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g ALONG | 2 £
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2] VACAT\ON!“E
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1|
ZITS Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott
e ) nomtinion | | TEURD KT | SOOI NOVGER..) | (00 £67 LE GAAeE ) | | [ FALLINUVE
reorer /| PROETOHOLD|  |FING ACE N FRANCE.. i\ JE SUIS EN PANNE LE PLUS PROCHE?
c WILL TALK TO ME
VAR
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g zz H \ \§
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2 Vet Avetids H
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POOCH CAFE Paul Gilligan
" , You ALWAYS SAY YOU BVER HEAR OF /
W DEAR ASK A POG, A, 1IN LIKE FORK QLN ON T4 B ) | [ AT YORE 7 ) | THEBOCWIOCRED | olteXr OF tear SToR2
DO THINGS THAT..." WAS HEADING, EITHER TRAIL, PONCHo! 1 [ BEING LAZY. ("
OF COLURSE. SURE,
o 0000... 1 : BRATTY KIDS
,,. i) [ 69) (g
I % ;; REAL. FADT. SUBTLE.
<} a 1 al
PICKLES Brian Crane m By DAVID
) d
\ w Np RW@RD OUELLET
|‘ e bt A‘l’ﬁg % SERAwLé BWUJJEE‘NO:.\IFD‘%O&HE ot Z:—‘Ot:\l:r wgg ﬁ)NADLI‘?éEM RPO?\E)%E HOW TO PLAY: All the words listed below appear in the puzzle — hori-
NG ON 1DEWAL 2 ) IL sQuI IT. Pu zontally, vertically, diagonally and even backward. Find them, circle each
AND | WAS GOING ITZ HE'S NOT HURT- | | DEC\DED ATeE HIM, letter of the word and strike it off the list. The leftover letters spell the
TO SRUISH (T. ING ANYONE. 10 LET WONDERWORD.
5 ¥(’_/ HIM LIVE. WOUND NURSES Solution: 8 letters
7 B COLLAGENOITULOS
Wf\ LOINTMENTSIOMKQ®
; RS ESMAERCELLSEIQ®I
‘7‘-?”‘“‘“-‘*«\\\ 7\ ... AEAFBRUISEDNO®EFT
* NZNHOMESRINEKLLLC
SUDOKU " Ol ATERCUCOTUTE EH
| TGEPATAI OI ECTE
DIFFICULTY RATING: frk w7 ¢ Find the familiar phrase, saying or ST ENRULTPDSRAUS
3 1 4 name in this arrangementofletters. S N A S S AA |1 OPSOLTCHR
8| 5 7 EABOALCCNTUSPAE
4153 2 RS SRUATI EGEDENZ
SADDLE| pPBocLOERUSSERPE
6 215 4 "MMRSROSSI|I CSBTSE
8 6 5 1 9 SUDOKU INSTRUCTIONS: TODAY’S SUDOKU oclBscl TOIBITNAW
5 9 3 1 Each row, column and set of 3-by-3 SOLUTION: CLINI CTNEMTATERT
b t contain th bers 1
th(:’)(()(asg? ;SWif[lr?gu?IPepiﬁtif;Lrl]f.n ers g z ; i : t z : : © 2026 Andrews McMeel Syndication  www.wonderword.com 6/24
3 6 5 4 el vlslelelLle z| Absorb, Acute, Antibiotics, Bedsore, Bruise, Care, Cells,
S tlolelv cls z s Circulation, Clean, CI|'n|c, Collggen, Comfort', Compression,
8 6 3 zielelilslolzls v Creams, Doctor, Fluid, Healing, Home, Limbs, Manage,
viglelzlelzlelo & Medical, Moist, Ointment, Pressure, Replace, Sanitize,
TODAY’S WHATZIT SOLUTION: oz sle e sl 1 2 Scars, Scissors, Skiry, Solution_, Stitches, Suture, Tape,
7 2 9 Task, Telfa, Tensor, Tissue, Topicals, Treatment, Tweezers
1e9S apIs3uly L€ 6fv 2]|2]9 |5 |8 , .
6/24 © 2026 Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication for UFS ’ ' S VY| L]19|L[8]|]C|6 € To DAY s AN SWER Patlents
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“I hafta go to the bathroom.

Mfesar e Lostrosoneonic o Could you put the game
“My doc says my heart is fine for anything on ‘pause’?”
strenuous. This is merely a precaution.”
BEETLE BAILEY wort & Greg Walker
SOMEBODY GOT A YOU'LL NEVER
GOOD SCORE ON GUESS WHO

THE RIFLE
RANGE!

Gl2s

©2026 Comican:

a, Inc. Distributed by King Features Syndicate.
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TODAY'S SOLUTION:

BLONDIE Dean Young & John Marshall

REMEMBER WHEN WE WERE

B

FIRST MARRIED, AND ['D PUTA|
MY HEAD ON YOUR SHOULDER ¢

r—(TO FALL ASLEEPW :

YOU'D FALL T GUESS TVE
ASLEEP IN4|/> ” m STILL GOT H’i Zzzz H“
SECONDS )( A LOT MORE !

ON MY MIND

www.Blondie.com

THE BORN LOSER Art & Chip Sansom

P 1his HAS TO BE ONE OF N

THE WORST CUPS OF 2
COFFEE ['VE EVER HAD! ’g
:

=

&

X

= ¥

ZITS Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

-born:

1P The ONLY THING THAT N
COULD POSSIBLY HAVE BEEN
WORSE WOULD BE IF IT

© 2026 UFS, Dist. by Andrews McMeel for UFS
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H,YOU DIDNT

WANT DECAF?

ACROSS 34 Ball
: 35 Cherry type
1 poely dance 36 Turkish title S
8 Venomous 37 Between zeta S
snakes and theta \V4
12 Mine’s 38 Ha_rvest o
output deity
13 — St. Vincent 39 “lliad” poet d
Millay 41 Zodiac N A4
14 Work anima v q
15 Shakespearean 43 Jewel_ 3 N
tragedy 44 Copyist
(2 wds.) 47 Kidnapper’s pS| 3
17 Ditty demand 3
18 Bars legally 51 Shred
19 Used with 52 Collarbone = S
another 54 lIrish Gaelic N |
21 Court divider 55 Mist ®) pS |
22 Tolkien 56 State near S
monster 57 :\:nlljtst'er I
23 Utter 58 Portent 4 Right-hand 9 Dairy product
26 “No —, ands 59 Singer — man (2 wds.)
or buts!” Rine Cole 5 That is, in 10 Yearn
28 Chafe 9 Latin 11 Toboggan
31 Sing with 6 Letters in 16 “— With the
closed lips DOWN genetics Wind”
32 Agitated state 1 Jest 7 Corn 20 Emcee
33 “Able was 2 Showy flower spikes 23 Brake part
I —..” 3 Fellow 8 Fragrant oil 24 Injure
25 Humiliate
8 e 1" |"" | 26 Rustic
stopovers
27 Small fruit
29 Press
30 Tolerate
32 Drink a little
of
35 Landmine
39 Paradise
40 Hotel
chain
42 Buenos —
43 Eat from the
pasture
44 Stalk
45 Bird beak
part
v 46 Repea_t
48 Read in
51 haste
49 — podrida
54 50 Vegan’s
no-no
57 53 On the —
(running)
6-25 © 2026 UFS, Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication for UFS
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HERE'S THE WORLD WAR]
FLYING ACE IN PARIS...
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ME I5 SITTING IN A
SMALL SIDEWALK CAFE
WITH A BEAUTIFUL
YOUNG FRENCH LASS..
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HE MUST IMPRESS
HER WITH MIS
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YoU PON'T LOOK WELL, PONCHO,
MAYBE WE SHOULP TAKE You
10 THE VET.

ROSCOE.! WHY
DI\D YoOu EAT

THAT 8U67

1 WAS SANING
Hs LiFe!
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X
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DIFFICULTY RATING: s % #r v Y

3

8

AND THEN

CAME UP AND
ATE HIM!

s)
pe !K C

Find the familiar phrase, saying or
name in this arrangement of letters.

You

WE BETTER TEST

THAT. 1'M GOING T0

PUT ON S50CKS WITH
SANDALS.

MAY 1 SEE THEROOT
BEER LIST PLEASE?

©2026 Paul Gilligan. Dist. by Andrews MoMeel Syndication

NOT A SINGLE SARCASTIC
RK! THIS 15 PRETTY
ERIOUS!
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WONYERWEOR

HOW TO PLAY: All the words listed below appear in the puzzle — hori-
zontally, vertically, diagonally and even backward. Find them, circle each
letter of the word and strike it off the list. The leftover letters spell the

By DAVID
OUELLET
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SUDOKU INSTRUCTIONS:
Each row, column and set of 3-by-3
boxes must contain the numbers 1
through 9 without repitition.

TODAY’S WHATZIT SOLUTION:
S| 89U} SS0J2 pue S| 8y} 10Q

TODAY’S SUDOKU

SOLUTION:

Whatzit ©2026 Paul Sellers
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WONDERWORD.
TWEED HAREM PANTS Solution: 8 letters
EDSUEDENSMOTS SUZC
GNWINTERRITE®XYV
AAOELUWARDROBTETP
TRLBTAWOI EGPLLE
NBERGCILOODVARL
| O APENORTULEIACY
VLOUPSI TETDEWUT
PNFLTIORTTWI LL S
OAELLUZOROAOWTT
CLRVAAMTLIENMATEHR
KANWORBNHGHETI L A
EURGFWETIE I LESPI
TSRFDNERTPCDTMG
SAULENAPKHAKTI I H
CCLOTHI NGNIWET ST
© 2026 Andrews McMeel Syndication  www.wonderword.com 6 /2 5

Autumn, Balloon, Blend, Brand, Brown, Capris, Cargo,
Casual, Clothing, Cotton, Cuff, Custom, Flare, Herringbone,
Khaki, Longer, Loose, Material, Neutral, Panel, Plaid, Pleats,
Pockets, Print, Sewing, Simple, Soft, Solid, Straight, Style,
Suede, Thick, Trend, Twill, Velvet, Vintage, Waist, Wardrobe,
Warm, Wear, Wide, Winter, Wool, Woven, Wrap, Zipper

TODAY’S ANSWER:
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Governor’s veto impacts planned Albany hotel prolect

By Alan Mauldin

alan.mauldin@albanyherald.com

ALBANY — Gov. Brian
Kemp’s veto of legislation
that included funding for state
historic tax credits is forcing
Albany city staff to look for
other funding options for
a planned downtown hotel
project.

Albany Downtown Man-
ager Lequrica Gaskins told
The Albany Herald that the
project by Maryland-based
development group Wood-
mont Lodging is planned to
be a Marriott-branded hotel.

A proposal to help make
up for that potential loss in
funding for the proposed $43
million project is making its
way through the Albany City
Commission. Staff have rec-
ommended sending a letter
in support of a Section 108
loan for the project to show
the city’s commitment.

The city has tentatively
pledged $9 million from a
downtown development fund

for the project but that pledge
has not been formally ap-
proved.

The Section 108 loan guar-
antee could assist in making
up for the loss of historic tax
credits for the hotel/reno-
vation project at the former
Water, Gas & LIght building
at 205-207 Pine Ave. and the
former Rosenberg Brothers
Department Store/Albany
Herald building at 126 N.
Washington St., Gaskins said.

Gaskins made the request
to the Albany City Commis-
sion on Tuesday.

State legislators included
the tax credits in the budget
passed this year, but Kemp
vetoed that funding as well as
funding for a Phoebe Putney
Health System collaboration
with the Morehouse School
of Medicine.

“We knew that was a pos-
sibility,” Gaskins said of the
veto. “When we have these
projects, we have a plan A
and a plan B. We are utiliz-
ing plan B because we know

we don’t have those (credits).
It (Section 108) is a resource
the city of Albany is able to
utilize.”

Through the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban
Development program, gov-
ernments are allowed to uti-
lize a portion of their Com-
munity Development Block
Grant funding as loans for
large community develop-
ment projects.

Since the city has not for-
mally approved the $9 mil-
lion in funding, city staff has
recommended the letter of
support as a way for the city
to validate its support.

In April, the commission
approved a $600,000 loan
to Woodmont Lodging to al-
low the company to develop
architectural plans and for-
mulate a guaranteed maxi-
mum price for construction.

Commissioners asked to get
the construction costs before
proceeding further. The de-
veloper also will have a design
that will help in seeking fed-

eral historic tax credits, new
market tax credits and other
funding sources through that
process.

The Phoebe-Morehouse
project, which was also part of
the cuts impacted by Kemp’s
veto, is planned to create more
than 100 new physician res-
ident slots based at Phoebe
in medical specialties that
would include emergency
medicine, general surgery,
internal medicine, obstetrics
and psychiatry.

“We’re disappointed that
funding included in next year’s
state budget to help expand
graduate medical education
in Albany will not be com-
ing to our community, but
that decision is not going to
impact Phoebe’s partner-
ship with Morehouse School
of Medicine or our commit-
ment to bring more physician
residents to southwest Geor-
gia,” Phoebe Putney Health
System President and CEO
Scott Steiner said in an email
response. “We look forward

File Photo

Gov. Brian Kemp's line-item veto of legislation that included
funding for state historic tax credits is forcing Allbany city staff
to look for other funding options for a planned downtown

hotel project.

to working with state leaders
on future funding opportu-
nities to support these vital
programs that will improve
access to quality healthcare
in our region.”

Phoebe and Morehouse are
already moving forward with
a partnership that has brought

residents and students from
the college to train at Phoe-
be facilities, led to addition-
al research in the area and
expanded health initiatives,
according to Phoebe.

The line-item veto also in-
cluded a $3 million alloca-
tion for Phoebe.

MCLB-Albany
Independence Day
celebration planned Friday

Staff Reports

news@albanyherald.com

MARINE CORPS LO-
GISTICS BASE-ALBANY
— After a half-decade’s ab-
sence, Marine Corps Logis-
tics Base-Albany is opening
its gates to the public for the
nation’s 250th Fourth of July
celebration.

The celebration will be held
on Friday after the ceremo-
nies were closed about five
years ago, partially in reac-
tion to COVID-19.

The Independence Day cel-
ebration kicks off at 6 p.m.,
with gates open to the public
beginning at 5:30.

This year’s free event pays
tribute to 250 years of Ameri-
can independence, reflecting
on the nation’s enduring com-
mitment to freedom and the
generations of service mem-
bers who have safeguarded
it. It will feature an evening
of live entertainment, activi-

ties for all ages, popular local
food trucks, patriotism, and
a fireworks finale, offering a
memorable experience for
attendees of all ages.

“We are proud to celebrate
America’s 250th birthday
with our Marines, families,
and the Albany community,”
MCCS Albany Director Eliza-
beth Quinn said. “This year,
we're excited to once again
open our gates and welcome
the public to celebrate with
us. This event is a chance for
our neighbors, families, and
the entire Albany community
to come together and share
in a day of pride, gratitude
and celebration.”

All attendees ages 18 and
older must present a valid
REAL ID-compliant driv-
er’s license or U.S. passport
to enter the base. No weap-
ons or other contraband are
permitted.

The event will have a clear-

JUNE 26 | COVELLA POND
merica GATES OPEN AT 5:30PM

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.

FREE ADMISSION « LIVE MUSIC
10+ FOOD TRUCKS « MAGIC SHOW * FIREWORKS

VISIT OUR WEBPAGE FOR BASE ACCESS REQUIREMENTS, A LIST OF PROHIBITED
ITEMS, AND OUR CLEAR BAG POLICY.

SCAN FOR INFO.

Special lllustration: MCLB-Albany

Marine Corps Logistics Base-Allbany will hold its annual Inde-
pendence Day celebration on Friday with a program that
includes food, music and closes with a fireworks display.

bag policy and other securi-
ty measures in place. For a
complete list of base access

requirements, visit https://
albany.usmec-mecs.org/about/
independence-day.

Albany Museum’s ninth HeART
of Albany Festival returns Nov. 7

Staff Reports

news@albanyherald.com

ALBANY -- The Heart of
Albany Festival, a fall art cel-
ebration at the Albany Muse-
um of Art, will return to the
museum on Nov 7. The ninth
annual festival will feature
professional chalk artists,
artists demonstrating their
work, and the third annual
Southwest Georgia Region-
al Student Art Competition.

“The Heart of Albany Fes-
tival is a celebration of the
arts, and a thank-you to the
community for its exception-
al support throughout the
year,” AMA Executive Di-
rector Andrew James Wulf
said in a news release. “With
work underway for our move
downtown in 2028, that un-
wavering community support
is more important than ever.
We hope everyone will mark
their calendar and come out
for this free event and enjoy
the art, entertainment, food,
games and vendors.”

The festival will open at
10 a.m. and run until 5 p.m.
at the AMA, located at 311
Meadowlark Drive, adjacent
to Albany State Universi-
ty’s West Campus. The festi-
val showcases talented pro-
fessional chalk artists from
Georgia and neighboring
states who compete for the
Best of Show cash prize as
they present their takes on
each year’s theme by creat-
ing larger-than-life artworks

on the pavement while festi-
valgoers watch.

“The theme for this year’s
contest will be announced
soon,” Director of Curatori-
al Affairs Katie Dillard said.
“Once it is announced, pro-
fessional chalk artists can
apply via a link on the AMA
festival website: www.albany-
museum.com/events/heart-
fest/participate/.”

Dillard said plans include
a 3D photo-op in chalk on
the museum’s entryway. In
past years, festivalgoers have
taken photos in which they
appeared to be atop a hot-air
balloon high above Albany,
and on a skateboard bursting
with a splash of paint from
the sidewalk.

“We will also have local and
regional artists demonstrating
their talent and selling their

Special Photo: Albany Museum of Art
The ninth annual Heart of Albany Festival will be conducted
on Nov. 7 at the Albany Museum of Art’s 311 Meadowlark
Drive location. The free festival features artists, entertain-
ment, games and activities, vendors,and food trucks.

artwork,” Director of Edu-
cation and Public Program-
ming Annie Van Oteghem
said. “Plus, student groups
and amateur chalk artists will
compete for bragging rights.”

Live entertainment will be
on the James M. Barnett Jr.
Foundation Stage through-
out the day.

“We will have a featured
performer during the after-
noon,” Wulf said. “We will
announce that in the com-
ing weeks.”

Sponsors like the James
M. Barnett Jr. Foundation
enable the museum to put
on the festival each year with
free admission for everyone.
Businesses interested in being
a sponsor can contact AMA
Development Director Chloe
Hinton at chloe.hinton@al-
banymuseum.com.

Vine Vision has been the
longtime sponsor of the AMAz-
ing Activities play area for
kids, which will return with a
bounce house, games and art-
inspired activities. The Ven-
dor Village, with unique items
and gift ideas just in time for
Christmas shopping, will be
in the shady pecan orchard
on the museum grounds, as
will the food truck court. Ap-
plications for vendors and
food trucks will open in Au-
gust, and registration links
will be at www.albanymu-
seum.com/events/heartfest/
participate/.

Inside the museum, the
art galleries will be open for
viewing. The West Gallery
will exhibit the third annual
Southwest Georgia Regional
Student Art Show. Middle and
high school students from
the region will be invited to
enter works in four catego-
ries, with the top three high
school winners in each cat-
egory winning cash awards.

“We will start taking sub-
missions for the student con-
test after the 2026-27 school
year starts,” Van Oteghem
said. “And during the festi-
val, those attending will use
their smartphones to vote for
the People’s Choice winner,
who also will receive a cash
award.”

Festival updates and de-
tails will be posted at www.
albanymuseum.com/events/
heartfest/, and on the muse-
um’s social media.

By Carlton Fletcher

carlton.flefcher@albanyherald.com

University of Alabama
President’s, Dean’s Lists
TUSCALOOSA, Ala. —

A total of 14,306 students

enrolled during spring se-

mester 2026 at the Univer-
sity of Alabama were named
to the dean’s list with an
academic record of 3.5 (or
above) or the president’s list
with an academic record of
4.0 (all A’s). Local students
honored include:
Elizabeth Pierce of Alba-
ny-Deans List

Sarah Sternenberg of Al-
bany - Deans List

Chanse Taylor of Bacon-
ton - Deans List

Macy Wiggins of Dawson

- Deans List
Joshua Barnes of Lees-

burg - Presidents List
Joshua Stokes of Lees-

burg - Deans List

Maryland Global
Dean’s List
ADELPHI, Md. — More
than 20,000 University of
Maryland Global Campus
students were named to the
Dean’s List for the spring
2026 term. To be eligible for
the honor, a student must
complete at least six cred-
its during the term, earn a
grade-point average of at
least 3.5 for the term, and
maintain a cumulative GPA
of 3.5 at UMGC. Area stu-
dents honored include:
Kristina Akins of Leesburg
Inza Diarrassouba of Al-
bany
Kaleatrice Ford of Albany
Crystal Guillory of Albany
Katelyn Haines of Albany
Jeffrey Hartman of Albany
Allen Janis of Albany
Tiffany Joiner of Leesburg
John Miller of Leesburg
Mason Mims of Albany
Alejandro Nanez of Lees-
burg

Samford University
Dean’s List

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. -
Samford University recog-
nized 2,408 students named
to the Dean’s List for the
spring 2026 semester. To
qualify for the Dean’s List,
a student must have earned
aminimum 3.5 grade-point
average out of a possible 4.0
while attempting at least 12
credit hours of coursework.
Among those honored as
Anna Kimsey of Albany.

University of Arkansas,
Little Rock-Dean’s List
LITTLE ROCK, Ark. -
Shane Fisher of Albany has
been named to the Dean’s
List for the spring 2026 se-

Southwest Georgia
students recognized by
colleges, universities

mester at the University of
Arkansas at Little Rock. The
Dean’s List recognized more
than 1,800 students with
superior academic perfor-
mances at the end of the se-
mester. To be on the Dean’s
List, UA-Little Rock students
must earn at least nine credit
hours and maintain at least
a 3.5 GPA.

University of Arkansas
Chancellor’s List

FAYETTEVILLE, Ark.
- The University of Arkan-
sas is recognizing students
for earning a place on the
spring 2026 Chancellor’s
List, the university’s highest
semester academic honor
for undergraduates. Kathy
Goodpasture of Albany joins
a select group of students
who have achieved a 4.0
grade-point average for the
semester while completing
at least 12 credit hours of
coursework required for
graduation.

Georgia College & State
University - Graduates

MILLEDGEVILLE — A
number of local students par-
ticipated in Georgia College
& State University’s spring
2026 commencement cer-
emonies recently. Among
the graduates were:

Emma Sindersine of Lees-
burg, bachelor’s candidate
Special Education major in
the John H. Lounsbury Col-
lege of Education.

Bentley Savelle of Lees-
burg, bachelor’s candidate
Theatre major in the College
of Arts & Sciences.

Courtney Cook of Poulan,
master’s candidate Curricu-
lum and Instruction major
in the John H. Lounsbury
College of Education.

Sam Orndorff of Leesburg,
master’s candidate Health
& Human Performance ma-
jor in the College of Health
Sciences.

Kamryn Lane of Leesburg,
master’s candidate Middle
Grades Education major in
the John H. Lounsbury Col-
lege of Education.

Lamarshia Holley-Hurley
of Albany, master’s candi-
date Secondary Teacher Ed-
ucation major in the John
H. Lounsbury College of
Education

Ragen Singleton of Ca-
milla, specialist candidate
Teacher Leadership major
in the John H. Lounsbury
College of Education.



consistency amid injuries and lineup challenges.

File Photo
Aflanta Braves second baseman Ozzie Albies has been one
of the few bright spots in Atlanta’s struggling June offense,
posting an .838 OPS this month while the Braves search for
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By Mark Bowman
Braves.com

OPS in June.

SAN DIEGO — The Braves returned
from a West Coast swing on May 10 lead-
ing the Majors in both runs scored (228)
and OPS (.784). By the end of May, they
had dropped to second in runs scored
(316) and third in OPS (.761).

Even with this injury-influenced late
May decline, it was hard to envision
how much worse things would get this
month. The Braves suffered a 1-0 loss
to the Padres on Monday night at Petco
Park and now own an MLB-worst .634

“That’s surprising,” manager Walt
Weiss said of the June ranking. “Our

offense is going to be fine. It’s a good
offense. It’s the cycle of a season. Of-
fenses go through it more than any other
aspect of a team, the ups and downs.”

What has gone wrong?

Well, there’s plenty of factors at play.
But it’s not a coincidence that the of-
fensive decline has coincided with the
absences of Ronald Acuiia Jr. and Drake

Baldwin.

Acuiia returned from his first injured
list stint on May 19, the same day Bald-
win was placed on the IL. Baldwin re-
turned from the IL on June 16, exactly
one week after Acufia reinjured his left
hamstring and went back on the IL.

It doesn’t help that Michael Harris

Braves struggle to find offensive spark

IT has also missed a handful of games
this month because of lower back dis-
comfort.

But what really hurts is Baldwin has
gone 1-for-25 with 15 strikeouts since
hitting MLB’s longest homer of the sea-
son in his first plate appearance back
from the IL. His struggles have creat-
ed more reason to question the team’s

decision to end his one-month IL stint

after he played just one Minor League
rehab game.

“Just trying to get back into the speed
of a big league game,” Baldwin said.
“I'm just trying to find the timing and

See BRAVES, 10A
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Monroe’s Tristen Terry shoots for two during Mon-
day’s summer game against Thomas County

Centralin Albany.

Monroe runs by TCC
in summer basketball

By Joe Whitfield
Sports Editor

ALBANY — Summer
basketball victories don’t
show up in the stand-
ings, but for Monroe head
coach Michael Hoffpauir,
Monday’s 66-44 win over
Thomas County Central
offered another encour-
aging sign that the Tor-
nadoes’ next generation
is beginning to find its
footing.

Freshman King Lever-
ette knocked down a cor-
ner 3-pointer, rising soph-
omore Armonis Jefferson
controlled the paint and
several younger players
logged meaningful min-
utes as Monroe contin-
ued its summer schedule
with a convincing victory
over the Yellow Jackets
at Monroe High School.

“We have a mixed group
this year where we have
a few seniors, some key
rising juniors and some
good freshmen,” Hoff-
pauir said. “My focus is
getting them all some
experience to grasp an
understanding of the var-
sity level.”

The Yellow Jackets came
out firing, connecting on
an early 3-pointer and
building a 10-6 lead be-
fore Monroe settled in.

Once the Tornadoes
found their rhythm, the
game changed quickly.

Monroe ripped off 20
unanswered points, turn-
ing a four-point deficit
into a commanding 26-
10 advantage. The defen-
sive intensity that helped
carry the Tornadoes to a
Final Four appearance
last season began creating
transition opportunities,
while Monroe’s size and
athleticism overwhelmed
Thomas County Central.

By halftime, Monroe
had stretched the lead
to 30-12.

The second half pro-
vided more opportuni-
ties for Monroe’s younger
players to shine.

Leverette buried a
3-pointer from the cor-
ner before Tristen Terry
followed with consecu-
tive shots from beyond

the arc as the Tornadoes
expanded their advantage
to 49-23. Inside, Jeffer-
son and Robert Adams
controlled the boards
and protected the rim,
making life difficult for
the Yellow Jackets.

Thomas County Cen-
tral briefly found success
midway through the sec-
ond half, attacking the
basket for three consec-
utive layups to trim the
deficit and force a Mon-
roe timeout.

Any thoughts of a come-
back were short-lived.

Moments later, Elijah
Rivers drilled a 3-pointer
from the top of the key to
stop the run and restore
a 20-point cushion. Mon-
roe maintained control
the rest of the way on
its way to the 22-point
victory.

While veterans such as
Terry, Rivers and Adams
provide a foundation,
Hoffpauir said much of
the summer has been
devoted to accelerating
the development of play-
ers who will be asked to
take on larger roles next
season.

“We will be counting on
some young guys to play
this year and they have
been stepping up to the
occasion,” Hoffpauir said.
“King and Armonis being
two contributors, and we
are pushing some others
such as Jaliel Knowles
to step their games up.”

That’s exactly what
summer basketball is
designed to accomplish.

The wins are nice, but
for Monroe, the bigger
objective is preparing a
roster that blends expe-
rienced returners with
emerging young talent.
If Monday’s performance
was any indication, the
Tornadoes are making
progress toward that goal.

In junior varsity action,
Monroe topped the Yel-
low Jackets, 48-30.

Monroe will continue
its summer schedule lat-
er this week in Ameri-
cus before closing out
the week Friday at Lee
County.

Wyndham Clark now ranks in top
10 after winning U.S. Open again

Field Level Media

Wyndham Clark’s remarkable
comeback season reached an-
other milestone Monday as the
two-time U.S. Open champion
vaulted back into the top 10 of
the Official World Golf Ranking
following his dramatic victory
at Shinnecock Hills.

Clark climbed 26 spots to No.
8 in the world one day after
surviving a tense final round to
capture his second U.S. Open
title in four years. The victory
completed an unlikely resur-
gence for the 32-year-old, who
had fallen as low as No. 75 in
the rankings earlier this sea-
son after missing the cut at the
PGA Championship.

“It comes down to just believ-
ing that good things are going
to happen and that you're go-
ing to make the putt, and for-
tunately the ones I needed to
make, I did,” Clark said.

Clark finished at 4-under-par
276 after shooting a final-round
3-over 73 Sunday at Shinnecock
Hills Golf Club in Southampton,
N.Y. His six-shot lead entering
the final round nearly vanished
as he struggled through stretch-
es of the day, but he never sur-
rendered the lead and held off
Sam Burns by one stroke.

The victory marked Clark’s
second major championship,
adding to his breakthrough tri-
umph at the 2023 U.S. Open
at Los Angeles Country Club.
He became the 24th golfer to
win multiple U.S. Open titles
and joined Brooks Koepka and
Bryson DeChambeau as the only
players to win the champion-
ship twice since 2017.

The win also served as re-
demption for Clark, whose dis-
appointing 2025 U.S. Open at
Oakmont included a missed cut

Special Photo: Bill Streicherimagn Images

Wyndham Clark follows the flight of a tee shot during the U.S.
Open at Shinnecock Hills Golf Club in Southampton, N.Y. Clark
overcame a shaky final round to shoot 73 and finish at 4-under-
par,, capturing his second U.S. Open championship in four years

with a one-stroke victory.

and a highly publicized incident
in which he damaged lockers in
the players’ area, resulting in a
temporary ban from the club.

“The first one was kind of just
the breakthrough of knowing
I can do it, and then this one
was a lot of redemption,” Clark
said. “Last year was so tough,
a terrible year. I left this place
in shambles, and it’s amazing
what a year can do. I'm leaving
here this Sunday as a cham-
pion, and I'm just so blessed.”

Clark’s resurgence has been
building for several weeks. Af-
ter dropping to No. 75 follow-
ing the PGA Championship, he
won the CJ Cup Byron Nelson
outside Dallas to climb to No.
45 in the rankings. A third-
place finish at the Memorial
Tournament moved him to No.

37 before Sunday’s major vic-
tory vaulted him back among
the game’s elite.

The final round was anything
but easy.

After playing the front nine
in 3-over par without a bird-
ie, Clark watched his six-shot
cushion shrink to a single stroke
multiple times. Burns, who
began the day seven shots be-
hind, mounted a charge with
a final-round 67 and briefly
threatened to erase the deficit.

Clark steadied himself with
a birdie at No. 10, but another
bogey at No. 13 left the tourna-
ment hanging in the balance.

The pivotal moment came at
the par-4 16th. After driving
into the fescue, Clark appeared
headed for damage control.
Instead, he salvaged the hole

and rolled in a 24-foot birdie
putt to extend his lead back to
two shots.

“To make birdie there was
honestly a bonus,” Clark said.
“I just wanted to make par. That
was one of the pivotal points of
the tournament.”

A three-putt bogey on the 17th
cut the margin back to one shot,
but Clark calmly two-putted for
par on the final hole to secure
the championship.

Burns’ runner-up finish lifted
him from No. 30 to No. 15 in the
world rankings. The three-time
PGA Tour winner recorded his
third consecutive top-10 finish
in the U.S. Open.

“I think I did my best, and I
did everything I could to have
a chance to win today,” Burns
said. “I started the day seven
shots back. That’s very difficult
to overcome, especially against
someone who is playing as well
as Wyndham has been playing.”

South Korea’s Tom Kim fin-
ished third at 1-under par after
shooting 70 on Sunday. The
finish represented Kim’s best
major championship perfor-
mance since the 2023 British
Open and propelled him from
No. 141 to No. 64 in the world
rankings.

J.T. Poston, Keith Mitchell
and world No. 1 Scottie Schef-
fler tied for fourth at even par.
Scheffler, who was attempting
to complete the career Grand
Slam on his 3oth birthday, never
mounted a serious challenge.

Meanwhile, DeChambeau’s
struggles in major champion-
ships continued. After missing
his third consecutive major cut
of 2026, he slipped two spots
to No. 34 in the rankings de-
spite a strong season on the
LIV Golf circuit.

Georgia Tech finalizes plans fo S70M stadlum renovatlon

Staff Reports

news@albanyherald.com

THE FLATS — The design
for Georgia Tech’s upcoming
$70 million renovation to Bobby
Dodd Stadium at Hyundai Field
is complete.

The first major renovation to
the 113-year-old home of Geor-
gia Tech football since 2003 will
begin immediately following the
conclusion of the 2026 season
and will be completed ahead of
the 2027 campaign.

The renovation is part of Georgia
Tech athletics’ Full Steam Ahead
initiative, which was officially
launched in 2024. At launch,
the preliminary concept includ-
ed upgrades to the facility’s vid-
eoboard and sound system, el-
evated premium spaces and the
addition of chairback seating to
replace current bleacher seating
across the stadium.

As the project has evolved
and analysis has been completed
through the course of the design
process, the architect and con-
struction manager identified
that some originally proposed
elements are either function-
ally unfeasible within the ex-
isting structure of the stadium,
or could only be accomplished
through a substantial increase to

the project budget (likely more
than doubling the originally ap-
proved financial investment).
Specifically, extensive studies
identified that implementing a
modern flip-up chairback system
throughout Bobby Dodd Sta-
dium is unfeasible due to tread
depths (the horizontal measure-
ment from the front edge of one
row of seating to the front edge
of the row directly behind it).
Like many stadiums of its vin-
tage, Bobby Dodd Stadium has
tread depths that are much nar-
rower than the modern industry
standard. Modern stadiums are
built with a 33-inch tread depth
to accommodate chairs, and 30
inches is the minimum for instal-
lation of a flip-up chairback sys-
tem. The tread depths at Bobby
Dodd Stadium are 26.5-27 inches
in the lower west, 27 inches in the
lower east and lower north and
25.75 inches in the upper east.
Therefore, the only options to
install a flip-up chairback system
would be to either eliminate every
other row of seating throughout
the stadium, which would have
drastically reduced capacity, or
demolish and reconstruct sig-
nificant portions of the stadium.
In addition to being extremely
costly, it was also unlikely that
those options could be complet-

ed within a single offseason con-
struction timeline.

Based on the analysis, the best
and most responsible solution for
adding permanent chairbacks to
Bobby Dodd Stadium is attached
chairback seats, which allows
seats to be affixed directly to
the stadium’s existing bleachers.

Many industry-leading bleach-
er-attached chairback seats were
tested. Several proved to be too
tight for spectator seating with-
in the stadium’s constraints, as
they would lead to insufficient
legroom for taller individuals.

However, a bleacher-mount-

Special Photo: Georgia Tech Athletics
Bobby Dodd Stadium in Aflanta will be undergoing a $70 million
renovation after the 2026 football season.

ed, non-flip-up mesh chairback
seat was identified as a product
that could be installed at Bobby
Dodd Stadium without sacrific-
ing fans’ safety, comfort or expe-
rience. Fans were invited to test
the seats during Georgia Tech
football’s spring game in April,
and they received positive re-
views, leading to the final deci-
sion that the bleacher-mounted,
fixed mesh seats would be the
permanent chairback solution
for Bobby Dodd Stadium.
When considering the extent of
the chairback installation through-

See STADIUM, 10A
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Oklahoma powers past North Carolina to win national t|tIe

Field Level Media

Thanks to monster nights
from Kyle Branch and Jaxon
Willits, Oklahoma blasted No.
5 North Carolina 13-2 to win
the program’s third Men’s
College World Series title,
taking the decisive Game 3
of the championship series
on Monday in Omaha, Neb.

Branch went 3-for-4 with
two runs and six RBISs, blast-
ing a three-run homer in the
eighth.

Branch was just 1-for-16
in the MWCS before his big
night Monday.

Willits reached base in his

first five plate appearances,
finishing 3-for-4 with two
runs, two RBIs and two walks.

“He’s one of our hardest
workers, and he’s our best
leader,” Sooners coach Skip
Johnson said. “When you
have your team where one
of your best leaders is your
hardest worker, and then he
does that, I don’t have to say
much. That’s called attitude.”

The last four in Oklaho-
ma’s lineup went a combined
9-for-17 with eight runs and
nine RBIs.

In the ninth, Jackson Cleve-
land struck out three consec-

From QA
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out the stadium, several factors
were examined. First, the 25.75-
inch tread depths in the upper
east remain too narrow for the
bleacher-mounted chairbacks.
Second, comfortable spacing
for the non-flip mesh chair-
backs is 20 inches per seat,
as compared to 18 inches per
seat, which results in a loss
of seating capacity. Further,
as part of the fan experience
improvements included in the
design, aisles will be widened
and handrails added in most
sections where new seats are
installed, resulting in a further
decrease in capacity.

When considering all of the
factors, and in the interest of
not reducing stadium capac-
ity to levels that would great-
ly affect Georgia Tech fans’
opportunities to see the Yel-
low Jackets in action at Bobby
Dodd Stadium, the decision was
made to install 12,500 chair-
back seats. Following three-
straight crowds of 50,000~
plus to close the 2025 football
season (Georgia Tech’s most
crowds of 50,000-plus since
2014), as well as three sold-
out concerts in 2025-26, post-
renovation stadium capacity
will be approximately 50,000,
significantly higher than the
originally projected capacity
of approximately 42,000.

“We remain committed to
delivering a renovation that
positively impacts all fans,
preserves capacity at a level
to meet demand and main-
tains the tradition of our his-
toric home,” Georgia Tech
vice president and director
of athletics Ryan Alpert said.
“This project is designed to
modernize the gameday ex-
perience, while preserving the
character and atmosphere that

make Bobby Dodd Stadium at
Hyundai Field so special. We're
looking forward to delivering
on those promises and wel-
coming fans to a newly reno-
vated Bobby Dodd Stadium
in 2027.”In all, the stadium’s
significant upgrades include:
the addition of 12,500 chair-
back seats; new handrails and
wider aisles in designated sec-
tions; a new, state-of-the-art
videoboard; a new, state-of-
the-art sound system.

Additionally, the stadium’s
premium areas will receive
substantial renovations, in-
cluding: remodeled suites;
construction of a new Found-
ers Club on the west side of
the stadium; an overhaul of
East Club seating and indoor
spaces, including the addition
of a new VIP Members Club.

Due to the overall change
in the facility’s seating mani-
fest caused by the installa-
tion of the 12,500 chairback
seats, Bobby Dodd Stadium
at Hyundai Field will undergo
a full reseating process ahead
of the 2027 season. However,
the number of season ticket
members that are significantly
impacted by the reseating is
anticipated to be lower than
originally expected due to sta-
dium post-renovation capacity
of approximately 50,000 be-
ing considerably higher than
the preliminary concept of an
approximate 42,000-seat ca-
pacity. Details on the reseat-
ing process will be finalized
and announced in the com-
ing months.

This summer, Georgia Tech
athletics will announce a list
of 100 improvements to the
gameday experience at Bob-
by Dodd Stadium that will be
implemented prior to the 2026
season, ahead of the renova-
tion project that will be com-
pleted in 2027.
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get back into the flow of it.”

Baldwin went o-for-4 with
a career-high four strikeouts
on Monday night. The 2025
NL Rookie of the Year has
struck out three-plus times
in three of the six games he
has played since being acti-
vated. He struck out three-
plus times in just three of the
169 games he played before
going on the IL, dating back
to last year.

“That carousel is going fast
when you try to jump back on
after missing time,” Weiss said.
“That’s all I see with Baldwin.
He'll be fine. He’s a great hit-
ter. It only takes being a tick
off in this league to struggle.
I think that’s all it is.”

Good signs from Riley?

Austin Riley will need more
than just a good game or two
to create confidence he is
turning the corner. But with
a three-hit night on Mon-
day, the third baseman is
hitting .391 (9-for-23) with
a .826 OPS over his past six
games. This stretch doesn’t
include any extra-base hits.
But it seems like the timing
might be returning for the
two-time All-Star.

Riley singled against Mi-
chael King’s slider in the sec-
ond inning and against his
fastball in the seventh. He
also singled against Mason
Miller’s 87.2 mph slider in
the ninth. He just got his bat
on the ball against Miller’s

hard breaking ball, but he
produced 100-plus mph exit
velocities on the two singles
against King.

“Riley had one of his better
games offensively in a while,”
Weiss said. “He swung the
bat well against some tough
right-handed pitchers. King
is tough on righties, and of
course, he got the hit off Mill-
er. Miller has been one of the
most dominant, if not the
most dominant pitcher in
the game, especially against
righties.”

The Braves had one of the
game’s best offenses, despite
Riley struggling through the
early part of the season. If he
can turn things around, he
could again be a great asset
by the time the lineup gets
healthy.

Not all bad

Ozzie Albies homered twice
on Saturday and seems to
be seeing the ball as well as
he has at any point over the
past few years. His .838 OPS
in June ranks third on the
team, trailing Matt Olson
(.860) and Mauricio Dubon
(.867). Harris has produced
a respectable .772 OPS this
month.

But it’s been a rough month
for Dominic Smith (.481 OPS)
and Mike Yastrzemski (.521
OPS). Shortstop Ha-Seong
Kim’s offensive struggles have
made him a $20 million bench
player. But Jorge Mateo, who
is currently getting most of
the starts at short, has gone
just 3-for-25 with a double
in June.

utive hitters after a leadoff
single to give the Sooners
their first title since 1994.

The Sooners averaged eight
runs per game in the MCWS.

It was an improbable run
for Oklahoma, which dropped
its final four Southeastern
Conference series before go-
ing one-and-done in the con-
ference tournament.

However, the Sooners got
hot in the regional, eliminat-
ing No. 2 overall seed Georgia
Tech before sweeping Kan-
sas in the super regional to
advance to Omaha for the
second time in five seasons.
They also eliminated the SEC
Champion Georgia Bulldogs
on the way to the title.

“They didn’t want to give
in, and that was what was
incredible,” Johnson said.
“They never gave in, and they
were selfless for that.”

The SEC has won seven
consecutive MCWS titles,
with six different programs
winning championships in
that span.

The Sooners finished 14-
16 in SEC play but wound
up 43-23 overall.

“I think we knew that the tal-
ent was always in the room,”
Willits said, “and that’s some-
thing that Skip and all the
coaches preached to us from

day one in the fall is that this
group of guys is special. Wheth-
er we were playing well or not,
we believed that we had the
talent in the room to go out
and win a national champi-
onship.”

Oklahoma scored in five
consecutive innings to build a
9-1lead, turning much of the
latter part of the game into a
celebration as pitchers Nick
Wesloski and LJ Mercurius
kept the Tar Heels largely
off balance.

Mercurius (7-7) came on
with one out in the third and
surrendered just four hits and
a run with five strikeouts and
no walks in 5 2/3 innings.

North Carolina starter Jack-
son Rose had surrendered just
three hits over 12 innings in
the NCAA Tournament en-
tering the Monday finale, but
the Sooners touched him up
for six hits in 2 2/3 frames.
He fanned five without issu-
ing a walk.

“They (the Tar Heels) took
us on a ride that was unbeliev-
able,” North Carolina coach
Scott Forbes said. ‘We came
up a little bit short, but I would
take that ride again every day
of the year. While we’re sad,
the sadness will go away. We
also talk about joy. Joy doesn’t
go away, and these guys have

Speclul Photo Steven Branscombe-Imagn Images
An Oklohoma player celebrates during the Sooners” 13-2
victory over North Carolina in the decisive Game 3 of the
College World Series championship series Monday in Oma-
ha, Neb. Oklahoma captured its third national champion-

ship.

given me, our coaching staff,
our fans, our administration,
everybody, a ton of joy and a
ton to be proud of.”

The Sooners broke through
for two runs in the second.

The Tar Heels appeared to
cut the deficit in half in the
bottom of the second on Rom
Kellis V’s single to right with
Erik Paulsen on second.

However, Dasan Harris came
up firing to third, throwing
out Carter French at third
just before Paulsen crossed
the plate to end the inning.

The Sooners made it 3-0 in
the third before the Tar Heels
scratched across a run in the
bottom half.

After four consecutive one-

out walks and a two-run sin-
gle by Willits made it 6-1 in
the fourth, Tar Heels fresh-
man phenom Caden Glauber
came in to escape the jam.

In North Carolina’s Game
2 win on Sunday, Glauber
threw five shutout innings
in relief, firing 65 pitches.

North Carolina had not lost
a game this season in which
Glauber appeared.

The loss keeps the Tar Heels
(54-14-1) without a title de-
spite 13 MCWS appearances.
They were also the runner-up
in 2006 and 2007.

“They gave it all they had,”
Forbes said. “We just ran out
of gas when it’s all said and
done.”

Hawks sign McCollum, add nggms in trade

Field Level Media

ATLANTA — The Hawks
took two significant steps to-
ward solidifying their roster
for the 2026-27 season Sun-
day, agreeing to a contract ex-
tension with veteran guard CJ
McCollum and acquiring wing
Aaron Wiggins from Oklahoma
City in separate moves aimed
at building on last season’s
playoff appearance.

Multiple media outlets re-
ported that McCollum has
agreed to a one-year, $21 mil-
lion contract extension to re-
main in Atlanta, while the
Hawks also landed Wiggins
in a trade with the Thunder
for two future second-round
draft picks.

The extension keeps one
of Atlanta’s most important
veteran leaders in place af-
ter McCollum helped spark
the Hawks’ late-season turn-
around following his arrival in
a January trade from Wash-
ington.

According to reports, the
deal includes a trade kicker
and was completed before
the June 30 deadline for Mc-
Collum to sign an extension
before potentially reaching
free agency.

McCollum, 34, was acquired
in the blockbuster deal that sent
four-time All-Star Trae Young
to the Wizards. The veteran
guard quickly became a key
piece for Atlanta, averaging
18.7 points in 41 games while
helping the Hawks win 18 of
their final 20 regular-season
games to secure a playoff berth.

His biggest moment came
during Atlanta’s first-round
playoff series against the even-
tual NBA champion New York

January frade to the club.

Knicks. McCollum scored 32
points in Game 3 at Madison
Square Garden and knocked
down a 15-foot fadeaway jump-
er that gave the Hawks a 2-1
series lead.

A 13-year veteran, McCollum
remains one of the league’s most
reliable perimeter shooters.
He made at least 150 3-point-
ers for the 11th consecutive
season, making him the only
NBA player to reach that mark
every year since the 2015-16
season.

For his career, McCollum
has averaged 19.5 points, 3.8
assists and 3.6 rebounds in
863 games with Portland,
New Orleans, Washington
and Atlanta.

Before his NBA career, McCol-
lum became one of the heroes
of the 2012 NCAA Tournament
when he scored 30 points to
lead 15th-seeded Lehigh to a
stunning first-round upset of
second-seeded Duke.

Special Photo: Brett Davis-imagn Images
Atlanta Hawks guard C.J. McCollum has agreed to a one-year, $21 million contract exten-
sion o remain with the Hawks affer helping lead Atlanta to the NBA playoffs following his

While retaining McCollum
was Atlanta’s priority, the
Hawks also added depth by
acquiring Wiggins from Okla-
homa City.

Atlanta reportedly will send
the Thunder its 2030 second-
round draft pick and the less
favorable of the Hawks’ or
Los Angeles Lakers’ second-
round selection in 2032 to
complete the deal.

Wiggins, 27, averaged 9.4
points, 3.1 rebounds and 1.7
assists in 65 games last season,
including 21 starts. Though his
role diminished during Okla-
homa City’s playoff run, he has
shown the ability to provide
scoring punch and defensive
versatility off the bench.

The former Maryland stand-
out averaged a career-best
12.0 points during the 2024-
25 season and owns career
averages of 8.7 points, 3.2
rebounds and 1.4 assists in
339 NBA games.

Selected by Oklahoma City
in the second round of the
2021 NBA Draft, Wiggins has
three years remaining on his
contract and is scheduled to
earn approximately $9.2 mil-
lion next season.

The acquisition fits within
Atlanta’s financial flexibility,
as the Hawks can absorb Wig-
gins’ salary through the $11
million trade exception cre-
ated when they dealt guard
Luke Kennard to the Lakers
in February.

Taken together, Sunday’s
moves reflect the Hawks’ com-
mitment to remaining com-
petitive in the Eastern Con-
ference. By retaining a proven
veteran leader in McCollum
and adding a productive two-
way wing in Wiggins, Atlanta
strengthened both its starting
lineup and overall depth head-
ing into the upcoming season.

MLB braces for contentious CBA negotiations

Field Level Media

Insight into just how con-
tentious the upcoming MLB
labor battle will become is
coming to light with the sea-
son nearing the midway point.

The collective bargaining
agreement between the MLB
Players’ Union and team own-
ers is set to expire on Dec. 1,
and negotiations on a new
pact are expected to be com-
bative.

Owners are expected to angle
for a salary cap, while players
are expected to be steadfast
against salary restrictions.

While team values are ris-
ing at a rapid pace, so are
player salaries, although it is
the teams themselves that are
agreeing to deals like Shohei

Ohtani’s $70 million per sea-
son and Kyle Tucker’s $60
million per season.

The free-spending Los An-
geles Dodgers agreed to both
of those deals, shining a light
on the two-time defending
champions as a team that is
hard to compete with both on
the field and with the check-
book.

In MLB’s latest labor pro-
posal, as reported by multiple
outlets, an area of savings for
owners would be cost-cutting
measures in player develop-
ment. When the current CBA
was agreed to in 2023, minor
league players received a raise.

Triple-A players saw min-
imum salaries jump from
$17,500 to $35,800, while

Double-A and Single-A play-
ers jumped to $27,300 from
$13,800 and $11,000, re-
spectively.

According to multiple re-
ports, owners now hope to
eliminate high school players
from the draft, with the min-
imum age for draft-eligible
players is raised to 20. The
draft also could be reduced
from 20 rounds to 12.

Raising the age of draft-eli-
gible domestic players would
be a boon to college baseball,
which would be set to receive
a huge influx of talent.

Another potential money-
saving change for MLB own-
ers would be to create an in-
ternational draft, instead of
the current custom of signing

international free-agent deals.

The age limit for signing
international players would
rise from 16 to 18, meaning
that if all proposed changes
are made, players that are
not from the United States,
Canada and Puerto Rico could
join franchises sooner than
domestic talent.

Both the domestic draft and
the international draft would
be limited to $200 million
pools, well below what is cur-
rently spent on prospects.

The changes could save
owners as much as $1 bil-
lion combined over the life
of the next CBA, according to
some estimates, all as team
values continue to rise at re-
cord rates.
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Phoebe raises awareness
for PTSD during National
PTSD Awareness Month

Staff Reports

news@albanyherald.com

ALBANY - In recognition
of National Post-Traumatic
Stress Disorder Awareness
Month this June, Phoebe is
sharing information about
the impact of trauma and the
importance of accessible, ef-
fective care across southwest
Georgia.

PTSD is a mental health
condition that can develop
after experiencing or witness-
ing traumatic events, includ-
ing accidents, violence, medi-
cal emergencies or
natural disasters.
Symptoms may
include intrusive
memories, avoid-
ance, anxiety and
changes in mood
that can interfere
with daily life. But
experts say recov-
ery is possible with
the right treatment.

“Some research

the right support, patients
can regain stability and im-
prove their quality of life,”
Phoebe Behavioral Health
Psychiatrist Dr. Maria Ja-
sinskas said. “Our inpatient
and emergency services pro-
vide immediate care, while
our outpatient programs en-
sure patients have the sup-
port they need long after a
crisis has passed.”

Both Ragazino and Jasins-
kas bring a personal perspec-
tive to their work, having each
served in the U.S. military.

suggests that 50%-
85% of patients
experience good results from
evidence-based PTSD treat-
ment,” Phoebe Behavioral
Health Psychiatrist Dr. Eric
Ragazino said in a news re-
lease. “And while there is sci-
entific evidence that medica-
tion can be beneficial in the
treatment of PTSD, overall,
the evidence suggests that the
best treatment outcomes are
achieved with evidence-based
psychotherapy interventions.

“At Phoebe, we offer thera-
py for trauma-related disor-
ders, as well as medication to
help augment the treatment
of trauma-related disorders.
Research also suggests that
early intervention can short-
en the timeframe it takes to
achieve resolution of symp-
toms, and in some cases can
prevent symptoms from pro-
gressing to more severe levels.”

Phoebe delivers PTSD care
through a comprehensive
behavioral health network
anchored at Phoebe Putney
Memorial Hospital and ex-
panding throughout the region.

At PPMH, patients experi-
encing severe PTSD symptoms,
such as crisis-level anxiety,
suicidal thoughts, or inabil-
ity to function can receive
immediate support through
the Emergency & Trauma
Center’s dedicated behav-
ioral health unit.

For those requiring more
intensive treatment, PPMH
also offers an inpatient be-
havioral health unit, where
patients participate in struc-
tured, trauma-informed care
plans aimed at stabilizing
symptoms and preparing them
for continued recovery.

“PTSD can significantly
affect a person’s ability to
function day-to-day, but with

Dr. Eric Ragazino

Their experience as veterans
informs their understanding
of trauma and its lasting ef-
fects, particularly for those who
have faced high stress or life-
threatening situations. This
shared background strength-
ens Phoebe’s commitment to
providing compassionate, in-
formed PTSD care, not only
for veterans, but for

all individuals across

Dr. Maria Jasinskas

how be able to handle the
problem themselves, or that
the symptoms are not yet se-
rious enough to require treat-
ment and that over time the
symptoms will simply resolve
on their own,” Ragazino said.
“Fear of judgment from peers,
family or co-workers, as well
as treatment cost and acces-
sibility are often factors as
well. These beliefs and factors
sometimes leave people suf-
fering unnecessarily.”
During PTSD Awareness
Month, Phoebe encourages
individuals to rec-
ognize symptoms,
seek help early, and
support loved ones
who may be strug-
gling after trauma.
“PTSD doesn’t have
to be something peo-
ple face alone,” Jasin-
skas said. “With the
right treatment and
support, recovery is
absolutely possible.
Left untreated PTSD
symptoms can neg-
atively impact your
overall health by also impair-
ing your sleep, memory and
ability to handle day to day.
Never worry alone; get help.”
To learn more about Phoebe
Behavioral Health services or
to schedule an appointment,
call (229) 312-7001 or visit
www.phoebehealth.com/be-
havioralhealth.

southwest Georgia im-

pacted by trauma. ‘ JUNEIS
Ongoing PTSD treat- .. PTS D

ment is primarily deliv-

ered through Phoebe’s /

outpatient behavioral AWARENESS MONTH

health services, where
patients receive psychi-
atric evaluation, medi-
cation management and
therapy. These services
help individuals pro-
cess trauma, develop
coping strategies and
manage symptoms over time.

To make PTSD care more
accessible, Phoebe is expand-
ing outpatient and therapy
services into Phoebe Sumter
Medical Center and Phoebe
Worth Medical Center, reduc-
ing the need for patients to
travel long distances for care.
At Phoebe Worth, therapy ser-
vices are becoming available
on-site, while Phoebe Sum-
ter is preparing to introduce
expanded behavioral health
access in the near future.

Phoebe also is bringing men-
tal health providers into pri-
mary care and urgent care
settings across the region,
allowing patients with PTSD
symptoms to be identified and
connected to care in familiar,
trusted environments.

“The research suggests that
many people do not seek treat-
ment for PTSD because they
believe that they should some-

Special Logo

This Day
in Music

1967 - All You Need is
Love is premiered by The
Beatles to 400 million peo-
ple watching on TV

1969 - These Eyes by The
Guess Who is certified gold

1969 - Hot Fun in the
Summertime is recorded
by Sly & The Family Stone

1969 - He Ain’t Heavy,
He’s My Brother is record-
ed by The Hollies

1970 - 25 0or 6 to 4 is re-
leased by Chicago

1984 - Purple Rain is re-
leased by Prince and ends
up becoming his most suc-
cessful studio album

AL PNO UAPJNOL.”
ZEXUOL

CELEBRITY CIPHER
by Luis Campos

Celebrity Cipher cryptograms are created from quotations by famous people, past and present.
Each letter in the cipher stands for another.

“CW HEGTYAPO PNALI
PZT BJYAVPB EP PNO BECO PACO,
ELQ BPMQW PNOC BACMXPELOTMBXW

Previous Solution: “You can’t go wrong by writing what you know. Even if you're

a horrible writer, your own knowledge and experience is unrivaled.” — Issa Rae
TODAY’S CLUE: N sfenba 7

© 2026 by NEA, Inc., dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication
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CELEBRITY CIPHER
by Luis Campos

Celebrity Cipher cryptograms are created from quotations by famous people, past and present.
Each letter in the cipher stands for another.

“FLQCIMSIE WX XCQLABWKUJ

AC OLCORL WX QCKSMIBE.
NMSK RLDCUWAYV

Previous Solution: “My favorite thing is to have two scripts at the same time,
and study them simultaneously in the kitchen.” — Christopher Walken

TODAY’S CLUE: H sienbs g
© 2026 by NEA, Inc., dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication

ABSA ECT
UBSA’X KSATMSR
JC AC SKE
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This Day
in Sports

1903 - The NY Yankees
and the Chicago White Sox
end deadlocked at 6-6 in 18
innings

1934 - The NY Yankees
pitcher John Boaca stikes out
5 times and ties the record for
consecutive strikeouts

1961 - Baltimore and Cal-
ifornia each use 8 pitchers
during a 14 inning game

1968 - In his first major
league game and playing for
the Giants, Bobby Bonds hits
a grand slam

1972 - Bernice Gera be-
comes the first female um-
pire in pro baseball

1988 - Cal Ripken Jr plays
his 1,000th consecutive game

1991 - Martina Navratilova
wins a record 100th singles
match at Wimbleton

ALBANY HERALD CLASSIFIEDS CALL 229-

Albany
Classifieds
SERVICE

DIRECTORY

Home Repair/
Remodeling

ENHANCED
REMODELING
& DRYWALL

Drywall Repair Services
Popcorn Removal
Level 5 Drywall Finish
Water Damage Repair
Texture Matching

Tape & Float

Moldy Drywall Repair
Demolition

WE DO SMALL
AND BIG JOBS!
229-364-2997

Hernandez
912-432-3016

Residential-Commercial-Renovations

AND HOME
REPAIR

Tile work,
popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.
Just one call,
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES
229-349-5475

MERCHANDISE

Good Things to Eat

BLUEBERRIES U-Pick $10
We Pick $20 per gal. 2730
Leary Rd, Albany Mon-Sat
7am-7pm. May 30-July 4
FMI 229-869-1409 Barry

Miscellaneous
for sale

For Sale: 1 Burial Plot in
Riverside-Oakview  Cemetary.
$550. Call 229-439-4728 or

229-886-1359

JOBS

Full-Time

IRRIGATION TECH needed
for a small irrigation co.
Must have driver's license
and be willing to learn. Call
Tommy at 229-603-1373.

Volunteers of America
Southeast
The Millennium Center —
Cuthbert, GA

Women’s Recovery &

Full-Time

Substance Use
Services Director

Program Director needed
for managing the daily
operations of a substance
use treatment program in
Cuthbert, GA. Minimum
requirements  include a
Bachelor’'s Degree in a
related field and CAC Level
Il (or Master’s + CAC Level
1), 5+ years working with
individuals with substance
use disorders and at least 1
year of supervisory
experience. For more
information and application
instructions, go to
www.voase.org/careers.
EOE/Drug Free Workplace/
E-Verify.

I S UBSCRIBE TODAYV

It’s Fast... It’s Easy.
It's Convenient.
www.albanyherald.com

CLUES

1 highly polished (6)

2 ladle and spatula (8)
3 hoodwinks (5)

4 Scarecrow’s desire (5)

6 munched on clover (6)
7 Lana Del Rey’s first name

7 LITTLE WORDS

Find the 7 words to match the 7 clues. The numbers in parentheses ©
represent the number of letters in each solution. Each letter
combination can be used only once, but all letter combinations

will be necessary to complete the puzzle.

5 fictional prince of Denmark (6)

SOLUTIONS

© 2026 Blue Ox Family Games, Inc., Dist. by Andrews McMeel

(9)

HA LS SY
oS BRA ZA
Sl ET IN

GRA TH ELI

Tuesday’s Answers: 1. SHOW 2. AVIATOR 3. LUXURIOUS
4. MARMEE 5. RUNDOWN 6. TRAINOR 7. AWOKE

GL EN
FOO ML
uTt ZED
BE LS
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7 LITTLE WORDS

Find the 7 words to match the 7 clues. The numbers in parentheses
represent the number of letters in each solution. Each letter
combination can be used only once, but all letter combinations

will be necessary to complete the puzzle.

CLUES SOLUTIONS £
1 the folks next door (9) 8
2 filling roles (7) £
3 February birthstone (8) §
4 appreciating (11) z
5 collarbone, to a doctor (8) 5
6 like a clear blue sky (8) 2
7 as a swashbuckler would (8) g
©
NG NE BORS CLAvV ST
LE CERU THY Rl CAS
DA TING ICLE IGH ING
AME LY BRAT CE LEAN

Wednesday’s Answers: 1. GLOSSY 2. UTENSILS 3. FOOLS
4. BRAIN 5. HAMLET 6. GRAZED 7. ELIZABETH

6/25

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle

62 Really gets to
65 Backless tops
69 Makes softer, as

Edited by Patti Varol
ACROSS DOWN 33 Thought to be 55 Helen of Troy’s
1 Positive reply 1 Calligraphy 34 Online NYSE mother
to “How’s your supply choice 56 Scott Turow work
health?” 2 Merriment 35 Puts back to 57 Seize
8 Carrot relative 3 Fig. texted en zero 59 “Saint Joan”
15 Reminiscent route 38 Bank holding: playwright
of an almond’s 4 “Jailhouse Rock” Abbr. 60 Mil. print
fla\{OF, say star . 41 Small amounts 61 Blue Buffalo rival
16 Guises for 5 Property claim 43 Bauxite, e.g. 63 Beverage suffix
gamers 6 Gumbo 46 Org. 64 Austrian lang.
17 Activity of a vegetable 49 _ scout 66 Do the wrong
rogue 7 Thingsonrings 53 Thompson of thing
18 Voids 8 Lose it under “Selma” 67 __ Speedwagon
19 Dazed and pressure 54 Chose 68 NNE U-turn
confused 9 Path
21 8upferlative suffix 10 Old cloth ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:
22 Outfits 11 RR stop
25 Sharp 12 “The Greatest ®©® viLid]3 ®®
28 “Sorry, but it’s __ Average (S N[3[a]v[3[(D)
from me” American” host  [S EIBIFAEIN©),
29 Shea successor Bargatze 1 olol1
32 Tax cheat 13 Really gets to ) v
36 Hush-hush doc 14 Furtive call
37 Carmichael who 20 Impetus for a L
plays Lady Edith bluff, perhaps 3
on “Downton 22 Animosity S
Abbey” 23 Bring about 3
39 Land of the 24 Vandyke kin
Minotaur 26 Team working off |8
40 With 42-Across, camera E!
risky business 27 Come by 1ls]3
practice, or what honestly EIN
can be found 29 Care center
in this puzzle’s 30 Actor McKellen (Syd[v]L
circles? 31 Helpers in @@@@
42 See 40-Across harbors 06/25/26
44 “Will all great
Neptune’s __ OO 6
wash this blood /
Clean from my
hand?”: Macbeth
45“__ bleu!”
47 Actress Whitman
48 Bring out the blue
pencil again
50 Slow-cooked
dish
51 Mass. summer
hrs.
52 Sings like Ella
Fitzgerald
54 Laudatory lines
55 “Captain’s _,
stardate ... ”
58 Cause of a blank
photo

sound
70 Electric current

units
71 Montana

neighbor
72 First name of

0000

the 28th U.S.
president

By Jeffrey Wechsler
©2026 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

06/25/26
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Joseph Mulholland re-elected to Board of Governors of State Bar of Georgia

Staff Reporis

news@albanyherald.com

ATLANTA - South Georgia Judi-
cial Circuit District Attorney Joseph
K. Mulholland has been re-elected
to serve on the Board of Governors
of the 56,000-member State Bar of
Georgia and was installed recently.

Mulholland will continue to serve
in the South Georgia Judicial Circuit,
Post 1 seat on the board, represent-
ing Baker, Calhoun, Decatur, Grady
and Mitchell counties. He earned his

law degree from the Georgia State
University College of Law and was
admitted to the State Bar of Georgia
in 2001. Mulholland was elected in
2004 as the youngest district attorney
in Georgia history at the age of 27.
He prosecuted the first predatory
loan case in Georgia that removed
companies preying on the elderly,
persons of color and military person-
nel. He has taken the lead on pros-
ecution and drafting laws on many
subjects, including scrap metal, hu-
man trafficking and dog fighting. He

has tried more major felony cases
than any other elected prosecutor
in the last 20 years. Before his elec-
tion as district attorney, Mulholland
worked for Justice Harris Hines of
the Supreme Court of Georgia and
the Bankruptcy Division of the Se-
curities and Exchange Commission.

The Board of Governors is the
160-member policymaking author-
ity of the State Bar, with representa-
tion from each of Georgia’s judicial
circuits. The board holds regular
meetings at least four times per year.

The State Bar of Georgia, with of-
fices in Atlanta, Savannah and Tif-
ton, was established in 1964 by the
Supreme Court of Georgia as the
successor to the Georgia Bar Asso-
ciation, founded in 1884. All lawyers
licensed to practice in Georgia be-
long to the State Bar. Its more than
56,000 members work together to
strengthen the constitutional promise
of justice for all, promote principles
of duty and public service among
Georgia’s lawyers, and administer
a strict code of legal ethics.

Ll /A\\\{g«k
Joseph Mulholland

Congress Votes

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

WASHINGTON - Here’s
a look at how Georgia’s mem-
bers of Congress voted over
the previous week.

Along with its roll call votes,
the Senate also this week passed
the Declaration of Indepen-
dence Reaffirmation Act (S.
4828) to reaffirm the Dec-
laration of Independence as
an organic law of the Unit-
ed States; and a bill (S. Res.
444) condemning the dictator
of China, Xi Jinping, for de-
ceit, undermining prospects
for peace and security, and
orchestrating crimes against
humanity.

There were no key votes in
the House this week.

SENATE VOTES:

APPEALS COURT JUDGE:
The Senate has confirmed
the nomination of Justin D.
Smith to be a judge on the
U.S. Eighth Circuit Court of
Appeals. After time as a law-
yer for Missouri’s attorney
general, governor, and the
state’s Agriculture Department,
Smith joined the James Otis
law firm in St. Louis. An op-
ponent, Sen. Richard Durbin,
D-Ill., faulted Smith for rep-
resenting President Trump
in various lawsuits, and said
“his record shows he is too
ideological and too extreme
for the federal bench.” The

We're Here for Georgia's Healthcare Facilities

vote, on June 15, was 48 yeas
to 43 nays.

NAYS: Ossoff D-GA

NOT VOTING: Warnock
D-GA

REVIEWING IMMIGRA-
TION CASES: The Senate has
rejected a motion to proceed
to consideration of a bill (S.J.
Res. 190) sponsored by Sen.
Tim Kaine, D-Va., that would
disapprove of and void a rule
issued by the Executive Office
for Immigration Review this
February that changed proce-
dures for appellate reviews of
rulings by immigration judges.
Kaine said the rule had essen-
tially made the appeals pro-
cess “meaningless by impos-
ing such tight time deadlines
on the filing of appeal and en-
couraging the dismissal of ap-
peals on a summary basis as
to render the appeals process
completely unworkable.” The
vote, on June 16, was 46 yeas
to 48 nays.

YEAS: Ossoff D-GA, War-
nock D-GA

IRAN WAR: The Senate has
rejected a motion to discharge
from its Foreign Relations
Committee a bill (S.J. Res.
172) sponsored by Sen. Ra-
phael Warnock, D-Ga., that
would have required the ces-
sation of U.S. military action
against Iran absent authori-
zation from Congress. War-
nock said adopting the mea-
sure would “send a message
that the president should not

Jon Ossoff

feel that he can easily and so
cavalierly use American might
while Congress stands idly by.”
The vote, on June 16, was 47
yeas to 48 nays.

YEAS: Ossoff D-GA, War-
nock D-GA

SOUTH KOREA: The Sen-
ate has confirmed the nomi-
nation of Michelle Steel to be
U.S. ambassador to South Ko-
rea. Earlier this decade, Steel
was a House member for two
terms, representing two dif-
ferent California districts, af-
ter five years on the Orange
County Board of Supervisors.
The vote, on June 17, was 55
yeas to 39 nays.

NAYS: Ossoff D-GA

NOT VOTING: Warnock
D-GA

HONDURAS: The Senate
has rejected a motion to dis-
charge from its Foreign Re-
lations Committee a bill (S.
Res. 616), sponsored by Sen.
Catherine Cortez Masto, D-
Nev., that would require a
report from the State Depart-
ment on Honduras’s human

Find more savings to keep helping your community.

Raphael Warnock

rights practices, including sus-
pected ties to drug trafficking
and information on its former
president, Juan Orlando Her-
nandez, who President Trump
pardoned from U.S. impris-
onment late in 2025. Cortez
Masto said, “The president’s
action here is the opposite of
law and order. In fact, it con-
tradicts efforts to combat drug
trafficking, and it undermines
law enforcement.” The vote to
discharge, on June 17, was 44
yeas to 50 nays.

YEAS: Ossoff D-GA, War-
nock D-GA

EUROPEAN FINANCING:
The Senate has confirmed the
nomination of George Hold-
ing to be the U.S. Director of
the European Bank for Recon-
struction and Development.
Holding was a House member,
representing a North Caroli-
na district, for four terms; he
has also been a U.S. attorney
in the state. The vote, on June
18, was 48 yeas to 39 nays.

NAYS: Ossoff D-GA, War-
nock D-GA
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Democrats again block GOP

plan to swap property tax
cuts for sales tax increases

By Ty Tagam

Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA — For a sec-
ond time this year, Demo-
crats in the Georgia House
rejected a Republican plan
to reduce homeowner
property tax bills.

The Democrats’ argu-
ment was unchanged from
their refusal to support a
similar GOP tax plan ear-
lier this year: a sales tax to
subsidize = homeowner
property tax bills would
have raised prices on
everyone for everyday
necessities.

“The no-vote today is a
vote for no new taxes,”
Rep. Tanya  Miller,
D-Atlanta, said on Satur-
day, the third day of a spe-
cial session. She called the
Republican  proposal,
which would have let 67
communities put a 1%
sales tax on the ballot, a
“bait and switch.”

A penny-on-the-dollar
sales tax would have saved
homeowners in Gwinnett
County $250 million and
homeowners in Forsyth
County at least $60 mil-
lion, Rep. Shaw Blackmon,
R-Bonaire, the chairman
of the House Ways and
Means Committee, said.

It is “the kind of relief

that could have helped
some residents stay in the
homes they own,” he said.

Blackmon was in charge
of crafting the chamber’s
approach to affordability
during an election year
when the issue is a top con-
cern.

During the regular ses-
sion, he had proposed
House Resolution 1114,
which would have put a
constitutional amendment
on the ballot statewide ask-
ing voters if they wanted to
pay more in sales tax so
homeowners could pay
less in property tax.

Republicans have a
majority in the House and
Senate, but constitutional
amendments require a
two-thirds majority. Dem-
ocrats rejected HR 1114.

Kemp then called law-
makers back to the Capitol
to deal with lingering elec-
tion issues and added the
local sales tax question to
their agenda.

The catch: Although SB
33 did not require a two-
thirds majority, each local
bill it authorized did. Dem-
ocrats remained opposed
on Saturday when local
legislative  delegations
brought their measures to
a vote as a package in the
House.
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