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The Albany Special Olympics team was recognized 
by the Albany City Commission during a recent 
meeting. The team earned 17 gold medals, report-
edly the most earned by any team.
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Georgia’s school funding 
formula still ignores 
poverty; educators say 
students pay the price

ALBANY — Dougherty 
County School System Su-
perintendent Ken Dyer told 
the Board of Education this 
week that one of the district’s 
top legislative pri-
orities failed to gain 
enough traction dur-
ing Georgia’s 2026 
legislative session, 
leaving the state’s 
education fund-
ing formula un-
changed despite 
continued advo-
cacy from school 
leaders across Georgia.

During a report to the board 
on the outcomes of this year’s 
legislative session, Dyer dis-
cussed the district’s efforts to 
persuade lawmakers to add 

an “opportunity weight” to 
Georgia’s Quality Basic Ed-
ucation (QBE) funding for-
mula — a change supporters 
say would provide addition-
al state funding for students 
living in poverty.

Georgia’s QBE 
formula, estab-
lished in 1985, 
already provides 
additional funding 
weights for certain 
student populations, 
including kinder-
garten students, 
students in early 
intervention pro-

grams and students receiv-
ing special education servic-
es. But it does not include a 
permanent funding weight 

By Kathryn Crockett
kathryn@albanyherald.com

Albany Commission approves $358.2 
million budget for Fiscal Year 2026-2027

ALBANY – The Albany City 
Commission has settled its Fis-
cal Year 2027 budget, approv-
ing a spending package that will 
not require a tax increase, but 
the current 2025-2026 budget 
also has cast a shadow over the 
city’s finances.

The commission approved the 
$358.2 million spending plan 

during its final meeting of the 
budget year that ends on June 
30. That amount represents an 
increase over the $342.8 million 
budget for 2025-2026.

During the same meeting, 
commissioners approved an 
amendment to the 2025-2026 
budget totaling $7.76 million. 
The spending includes $300,000 
in additional funds for demo-
lition of dilapidated buildings 
in the city, which exceeded the 

budgeted amount of $400,000; 
$3.11 million for police school 
zone cameras, and $2 million 
for police salaries and fire de-
partment expenditures of $1.34 
million for school zone cameras 
and additional fire department 
salaries totaling $1 million.

The funds for the school zone 
cameras will be paid from fines 
collected, not through taxes, of-
ficials said.

“I think we’re all kind of taken 

aback by the amount,” Mayor 
Bo Dorough said. 

The news wasn’t all negative. 
The increase in money budget-
ed for salaries means that the 
police and fire departments 
have moved closer to being fully 
staffed. After years of running 
at about 70% of full staffing, 
the police department is now 
closer to 90%. 

By Alan Mauldin
alan.mauldin@albanyherald.com
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The East Oakridge Drive intersection at Radium Springs Road has been designated as 
the location where the most red light violations occur in Albany. A study identified five 
other intersections in the city where drivers routinely ignore red lights.

Red light violations will 
bring citations at a dozen 

Albany intersections 
ALBANY – School zone 

speed cameras have drawn 
a significant amount of criti-
cism in Albany and elsewhere 
around the state, particularly 
from drivers who have tick-
ets arrive in the mail, as well 
as a number of state legis-
lators who have tried to put 
the kibosh on the cameras.

But for advocates of the 
devices, there is one idea 
that is hard to negate. They 
work, at least when “work” is 
defined as causing a change 
in behavior among motorists 
traveling near schools where 
those cameras are in place.

Now, the city of Albany is 
going to try the same strat-
egy at a dozen traffic lights 
that have been identified at 
intersections where driv-
ers have a tendency to ig-
nore the concept that “red 
means stop.” 

The Albany City Commis-

sion has approved a request 
from Albany police to allow 
placement of those devices 
at the 12 intersections in the 
city that were identified as 
high-risk sites.

Police officials plan to meet 
with RedSpeed Georgia, the 
company that operates the 
speed zone cameras at nine 
city school campuses, to work 
out the details of placement 
and rolling out the program.

Sitting at the top of the 
dirty dozen list of intersec-
tions is East Oakridge Drive 
and Radium Springs Road, 
where a study indicated 1,129 
instances of drivers running 
red lights.

“And that was in a single 
day,” Albany Police Chief 
Michael Persley said. 

The North Slappey Bou-
levard/Palmyra Road inter-
section came in at 724 vio-
lations in a day, followed by 
South Westover Boulevard/
Gillionville Road.

A study that covered the 

years 2022-2026 at six of the 
12 intersections showed an 
average of 3.75 hit-and-run 
accidents during that time 
period, with an average of 
104 accidents for the five 
years, according to police.

“When we talk about safe 
driving, there are plenty of 
examples we see every day 
of people disregarding red 
lights,” Persley said. “A yel-
low light, to some people, in-
stead of slowing down pre-
paring to stop, they see that 
as speed up and try to get 
through that intersection.”

After the installation of the 
school speed zone cameras 
in 2021, the loudest reaction 
came decidedly from those 
who were not fans. Many 
of those critics likely were 
among those who got tick-
eted for driving 11 miles or 
more over the posted speed 
limit in that area around the 
school campuses where the 

See FUNDING, 2A

State Bar of Georgia honors Willie Lockette 
with Marshall Professionalism Award

See RED LIGHT, 2A

ATLANTA – Dougherty Ju-
dicial Circuit Superior Court 
Senior Judge Willie Lockette 
of Albany was honored with 
the 25th annual Chief Justice 
Thomas O. Marshall Profes-
sionalism Award, presented 
recently during the annual 
meeting of the State Bar of 
Georgia. 

A graduate of Fort Valley 
State University and the Uni-
versity of Illinois College of 
Law, Lockette was admitted 
to the State Bar of Georgia in 
1974. He began his legal ca-
reer as a staff attorney with 
the Albany Regional Office 
of the Georgia Legal Servic-
es Program, later becoming 
managing attorney. In 1991, 
he was appointed as a Magis-
trate Court judge for Dougherty 
County. He was first elected 
as Superior Court judge in 
1996, later serving as chief 
judge before his retirement 
from full-time service in 2024. 

Lockette is a past recipient 

of the State Bar’s Dan Brad-
ley Award for Public Service 
and earlier this year was hon-
ored with the Justice Robert 
Benham Award for Commu-
nity Service, presented by the 
Chief Justice’s Commission 
on Professionalism.

The annual Chief Justice 
Thomas O. Marshall Profes-
sionalism Award, presented by 

the Bench and Bar Committee 
of the State Bar of Georgia, 
honors one lawyer and one 
judge who have continued to 
demonstrate the highest pro-
fessional conduct and para-
mount reputation for pro-
fessionalism. Lockette was 
honored along with attorney 
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KEN DYER

Special Photo: State Bar of Georgia
Dougherty Judicial Circuit Superior Court Senior Judge Willie 
Lockette of Albany, right, was honored recently with the 25th 
annual Chief Justice Thomas O. Marshall Professionalism 
Award.
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cameras are in place.
Over the first four years of 

the placement of the camer-
as, citations totaling $14.5 
million in fines were issued. 

Statistics, however, show 
that the cameras worked, the 
police chief said. 

A 2024 report showed that 
there had been a 95% reduc-
tion in speed violators in the 
school zones since the pro-
gram was launched.

Traffic studies conducted 
prior to the installation of the 
cameras found hundreds of 
instances each day of drivers 
in school zones exceeding the 
speed limit by more than 10 
miles per hour. 

“You see a decline in the 
number of violations, plus 
you can go out in those ar-
eas and see people are slow-
ing down when the lights are 
flashing,” Persley said. “You 
see they’re driving 25.”

Albany first installed Red-
Speed cameras in August 2021. 
In nine enforced school zones, 
drivers receive a citation for 
going 11 mph over the school 
zone speed limit. The first ci-
tation costs $80. Subsequent 
citations are $135. The cita-

tions are considered a civ-
il infraction with no points 
added to driver’s licenses 
and no insurance increases.

The goal is for the traffic 
light cameras to produce a 
similar impact at intersec-
tions where drivers regularly 
blow through red lights.

“That was always the goal 
of the school zone cameras, to 
change the behavior,” Persley 
said. “It’s the same with the 
red lights, we want to change 
the behavior. When you see 
a yellow light, you need to 
slow down and prepare to 
stop. There are people now 
who are not paying attention 
at all to these traffic control 
signals.”

The chief also urged driv-
ers to exercise caution at in-
tersections by checking for 
oncoming traffic even with 
a green light.

As is the case for school 
zone infractions, the cameras 
at traffic lights will record a 
photo and video of violations. 
Citations are reviewed first by 
an Albay police officer before 
being referred to RedSpeed, 
which also reviews the infor-
mation before a citation is 
mailed to the owner of the 
car involved.

Prior to issuing citations 
for red light violations there 
will be a grace period of 30 to 

60 days, the chief said. Dur-
ing that period, violators will 
receive warnings instead of 
citations.

Police have looked at situa-
tions such as a funeral proces-
sion traveling through a red 
light, an instance in which 
citations would be waived, 
as well as for drivers turning 
left who are exposed when the 
light changes to red.

“The thing about it is the law 
(states) if you’re going into the 
intersection and it changes 
as you’re going through the 
intersection, that’s not a vio-
lation,” Persley said. “We’re 
talking about you’re approach-
ing an intersection and we see 
you’re speeding up (when the 
light is yellow). That’s what 
we’re looking for.”

The impetus for looking at 
the situation came partially 
from the public.

“People have come to me 
saying we need to do some-
thing about people running 
the red lights,” Persley said. 

Some of the other driving 
violations that the chief iden-
tified as contributing to ac-
cidents included: following 
too closely, driving recklessly 
by weaving in traffic in front 
of other cars, passing in no-
passing zones.

“You’re in a hurry, but still 
you need to be a defensive 

driver instead of an offensive 
driver,” Persley said. 

Other hazards he identi-
fied include driving cars with 
maintenance issues like poor 
brakes and slick tires due to 
wear.

While the Albany Police 
Department has had good 
fortune this year in hiring 
additional officers, Persley 
said that they can’t be ev-
erywhere. Cameras will help 
extend the department’s eyes 
on the road.

“Using technology, it doesn’t 
replace the human being,” 
he said. “It aids what we’re 
doing. For the places where 
we have issues, it’s a force-
multiplier.”

The other intersections se-
lected for camera placement 
are North Westover Boulevard 
and Nottingham Way, Daw-
son Road and Stuart Avenue, 
South Slappey Boulevard and 
West Oglethorpe Boulevard, 
West Oglethorpe Boulevard 
and South Jefferson Street, 
South Slappey Boulevard and 
West Oakridge Drive, West 
Oakridge Drive and New-
ton Road, East Oglethorpe 
Boulevard and South Mock 
Road, East Oglethorpe Bou-
levard and Thornton Drive, 
and East Oglethorpe Boule-
vard and Rosebrier Drive.

RED LIGHT
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based on student poverty.
“We do have weighted cat-

egories,” Dyer told the board. 
“We don’t have a weight for 
students in poverty.”

The proposal centers on 
students identified through 
direct certification, a feder-
al process that automatical-
ly determines eligibility for 
free school meals because a 
child’s family already par-
ticipates in qualifying public 
assistance programs such as 
the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP), 
Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families (TANF) or 
other income-based assistance. 
Because eligibility is verified 
through existing government 
records, families do not have 
to complete separate school 
meal applications.

“The data shows that stu-
dents in poverty need addi-
tional support,” Dyer said. 
“The four-year initiative that 
we implemented here shows 
that if provided sufficient 
targeted support ... students 
can excel.”

Education finance research-
ers say Georgia now is among 
only six states that do not in-
clude a permanent poverty or 
opportunity weight in their 
primary K-12 funding formu-
la. Forty-four states provide 
additional formula funding 
to districts serving students 
from low-income families 
through some combination 
of poverty weights, concen-
tration grants or other tar-
geted funding mechanisms.

States including Massachu-
setts, Maryland, Minnesota, 
Texas, Colorado and California 
incorporate student poverty 
into their funding formulas 
in different ways, generally 
allocating additional dollars 
based on low-income enroll-
ment or concentrations of 
poverty. While the formu-
las differ, the goal is similar: 
Provide districts with predict-
able state funding to support 
students who research shows 
often require additional ac-
ademic and nonacademic 
services.

Those dollars commonly 
fund interventions such as 
instructional coaches, in-
tensive literacy instruction, 
tutoring, extended learning 
opportunities, smaller class 
sizes, school counselors, so-

cial workers, behavioral spe-
cialists and other wraparound 
services intended to reduce 
barriers to learning.

Multiple national studies 
over the past decade have 
found that sustained invest-
ments in low-income students 
are associated with improved 
reading and mathematics 
achievement, higher gradu-
ation rates, increased college 
attendance and improved 
long-term earnings, particu-
larly when funding is stable 
rather than dependent on 
short-term grants.

Dyer emphasized that the 
district is not seeking another 
competitive grant but a per-
manent change to Georgia’s 
funding formula.

“We have a social worker 
in every school, basically,” 
he said. “Those are all grant 
funded. We need a sustain-
able source of funding, be-
cause when the grants run 
out, then what do we do with 
that?”

He described the district’s 
objective as funding that is 
“sufficient, sustainable, and 
predictable.”

“Sustainable means year 
over year, not just a one-time 
grant,” Dyer said. “Predict-
able meaning it needs to be 
a formula, so we’ll know how 
the funding is determined so 
we can plan for next year.”

According to Dyer, the ad-
ditional funding would allow 
districts to continue investing 
in instructional coaches, after-
school programs, additional 
administrators, school-based 
health centers, dental and 
vision clinics, social work-
ers and other wraparound 
supports without relying on 
grants that eventually expire.

Although the proposal was 
discussed during the legisla-
tive session, lawmakers ul-
timately did not include an 
opportunity weight in this 
year’s budget or pass legis-
lation establishing one.

Dyer said he met with leg-
islative leaders throughout 
the session and described the 
conversations as productive.

“They chose this year to 
fund something else,” he said. 
“We have to do a better job of 
making our case, so that they 
know how important it is.”

The superintendent said one 
legislative leader suggested 
beginning with a pilot pro-
gram if districts could con-
tinue demonstrating measur-
able academic improvements 
tied to targeted investments.

Rather than criticizing law-
makers, Dyer said he under-
stands the challenges of bal-
ancing competing demands 
within the state budget.

“I don’t blame anybody in 
particular,” he said. “There 
are a lot of competing pri-
orities.”

Education already repre-
sents roughly half of Geor-
gia’s state budget, Dyer noted, 
with legislators also weighing 
funding requests for trans-
portation, corrections, public 
safety, health care and other 
state responsibilities.

“I’m not saying that our 
priorities ought to trump ev-
erybody else’s priorities,” he 
said. “I’m saying there’s so 
many competing priorities 
in Atlanta.”

Instead, he argued that 
school districts must con-
tinue making the case for 
why poverty should become 
part of the state’s funding 
formula.

“I think it’s incumbent upon 
us to make the case,” Dyer 
said. “I think we can do a 
better job of that, and that’s 
what I’m committed to doing.”

To support his argument, 
the superintendent pointed to 
a four-year district initiative 
that concentrated additional 
resources in several elemen-
tary schools serving higher 
percentages of economically 
disadvantaged students.

The additional investments 
included instructional coach-
es, after-school program-
ming, social workers, school-
based health services and 
increased instructional sup-
port for teachers.

According to Dyer, Alice 
Coachman Elementary School 
and Robert H. Harvey Elemen-
tary School each improved 
approximately 32 percentage 
points in literacy during the 
initiative, while Turner Ele-
mentary School recorded a 
48.95 percentage-point lit-
eracy gain.

Those gains coincide with 
broader district performance 
highlighted in recent state ac-
countability measures.

According to the Georgia 
Governor’s Office of Student 
Achievement’s 2025 “Beat-
ing the Odds” analysis, 17 
of Dougherty County’s 20 
rated schools either met or 
exceeded expected academic 
performance after account-
ing for demographics such as 
economic disadvantage, Eng-
lish learner status, disabili-
ty rates and student mobil-

ity. Eleven schools exceeded 
expectations, while six met 
expectations. Statewide, ap-
proximately 60% of schools 
met or exceeded expecta-
tions compared with 85% of 
Dougherty County schools.

The discussion comes as 
Georgia continues investing in 
statewide literacy initiatives 
following years of concern 
over reading achievement.

The General Assembly has 
recently funded implementa-
tion of the Georgia Early Lit-
eracy Act, expanded literacy 
coaching and required uni-
versal reading screeners for 
early elementary students, 
reflecting bipartisan agree-
ment that improving read-
ing proficiency remains one 
of the state’s most pressing 
education priorities.

Advocates for an opportunity 
weight argue those instruc-
tional initiatives address how 
students are taught, while 
additional formula funding 
would help districts address 
barriers that can prevent ec-
onomically disadvantaged 
students from fully benefit-
ing from instruction.

The debate over Georgia’s 
education funding formula 
is likely to continue beyond 
this year’s legislative session.

As voters prepare to elect 
statewide constitutional of-
ficers and members of the 
General Assembly this No-
vember, education funding 
is expected to remain one of 
several issues competing for 
attention alongside economic 
development, transportation, 
public safety and health care.

The legislators elected this 
fall will help determine future 
state budgets and whether 
Georgia eventually joins the 
majority of states that perma-
nently account for student 
poverty in their education 
funding formulas.

Dyer said Dougherty Coun-
ty’s own experience demon-
strates why he believes the 
issue deserves continued at-
tention.

“Results from this DCSS 
school improvement effort 
provide compelling evidence 
that strategic investments can 
significantly change academic 
trajectories in high-poverty 
schools,” he said. “The data 
shows that students in pov-
erty need additional support, 
and the four-year initiative 
that we implemented here 
shows that if provided suf-
ficient targeted support ... 
students can excel.”

FUNDING
From 1A

As for the 2026-2027 bud-
get, some commissioners 
complained about the pro-
cess, including not having 
sufficient time to review 
and make changes to the 
final document.

“There’s a lot of cutting 
in here, a lot of cutting of 
infrastructure,” Commis-
sioner Diana Brown said. 
“We need more time to go 
through this budget. You can’t 
give us 282 pages when we 
already had another 282–
page budget.

The budget is “top heavy” 
for higher-paid employees, 
Commissioner Jon How-
ard said. 

“From tonight, I will be 
like the hawk watching the 
rabbit, watching what we 
do for those at the very bot-
tom,” he said.

City Manager Terrell Ja-
cobs warned the commis-
sion throughout the pro-
cess that the city has some 
long-term obligations that 
will cost money in coming 
years. Chief among those 
are the city’s underground 
water mains. About 25 miles 

of those underground pipes, 
some of which are 75 to 100 
years old, will need to be 
replaced over the next five 
years. 

The city has been burned 
in the past by putting off 
needed repairs. The city spent 
more than $100 million to 
separate the stormwater and 
sewage drainage systems af-
ter the state Environmental 
Protection Division gave an 
ultimatum on that work. 

“I’ve been doing this for 
34 years,” the city manager 
said of the budget for the fis-
cal year that begins on July 
1. “This was a collaborative 
effort, getting input from 
you all … from staff and the 
public. It was a challenging 
budget to put together.”

On the topic of the budget 
amendment leading to the 
$7.7 million increase, Jacobs 
said that having the police 
and fire departments better 
staffed is a mixed blessing.

“In essence, there has been 
a kind of trend (where) the 
approach we’ve taken is bud-
geting for 70 or 80% (of full 
staffing),” he said. “Now we’re 
seeing numbers of closer 
to 90% to 100%, which is a 
good thing but a bad thing 
because you’ve got to pay 
for it.”

BUDGET
From 1A

Joel O. Wooten of Peak Woo-
ten McDaniel & Colwell LLP 
in Columbus.

The State Bar of Georgia, 

with offices in Atlanta, Sa-
vannah and Tifton, was es-
tablished in 1964 by the Su-
preme Court of Georgia as 
the successor to the Georgia 
Bar Association, founded in 
1884. All lawyers licensed to 
practice in Georgia belong to 
the State Bar. Its more than 

56,000 members work to-
gether to strengthen the con-
stitutional promise of justice 
for all, promote principles 
of duty and public service 
among Georgia’s lawyers, 
and administer a strict code 
of legal ethics.

LOCKETTE
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The speed limit for U.S. 19 traffic approaching the Nelms 
Road intersection has been reduced from 65 mph to 55 
mph.

U.S. 19 speed limit reduced for traffic 
approaching Nelms Road intersection

ALBANY – The speed 
limit for U.S. 19 traffic ap-
proaching the Nelms Road 
intersection has been reduced 
from 65 mph to 55 mph to 
further enhance safety for 
motorists traveling through 
the Putney area of Dough-
erty County.

The change in the speed 
limit was made in conjunc-
tion with the conversion of 
the intersection to a Reduced 
Conflict U-turn (R-CUT) de-
sign. Georgia Department of 
Transportation changed the 
intersection design in August 
2025. However, changing 
a speed limit is a lengthier 
process that starts with an 
Engineering and Traffic In-
vestigation and goes through 
multiple phases before new 
signs can be posted.

The lower speed limit is 
posted from mile markers 
0.48 to 2.61, which is south 
of Hancock Road to north 
of Antioch Road. “Reduced 
speed ahead” signs also were 
installed to alert motorists 
of the change and give them 

time to safely adjust their 
speed.

“When Georgia DOT was 
considering converting the 
U.S. 19 at Nelms Road in-
tersection to an R-CUT, we 
told county officials that we 
would also explore reducing 
the speed limit in that area,”  
Southwest District Engineer 
Jason Willingham said. “We 
are pleased that these safe-
ty collaborations have been 
made and remind motorists 
of the importance of obey-
ing posted speed limits and 
traffic control devices.”

Georgia DOT recommend-
ed the R-CUT due to the 
number of angle crashes 
that occurred at the inter-
section when Nelms Road 
traffic was controlled only 
by stop signs. Nelms Road 
traffic can no longer cross 
U.S. 19 to go straight across 
or to turn left. Traffic is re-
quired to make a right turn 
and travel downstream to 
complete a U-turn maneu-
ver at Dorough Avenue or 
Broach Avenue.

By restricting traffic move-
ment, motorists have fewer 
ways of potentially colliding 
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with other vehicles. Traffic 
movements on US 1.9. were 
not affected.
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“Indolence is a delightful but distressing state; 
we must be doing something to be happy.”

Mahatma Gandhi, 
Indian leader (1869-1948)
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Weather ForecastARIES (March 21-April 
19): How you connect the 
dots, how you manage your 
personal life versus your 
outer world could be up for 
review now. Both parts of 
your life are supported now, 
meaningful progress can be 
made.

TAURUS (April 20-May 
20): Today is the last good 
action day until next Tuesday 
— do it today if it can’t wait. 
Communications could be 
favored, new ideas can circu-
late, learn about something 
you’ve always been curious 
about.

GEMINI (May 21-June 
20): It’s OK to work on bud-
get or planning today but 
don’t open a new account or 
start anything you will want 
to grow over time. Wait until 
the stars support longevity, 
you’ll get better conditions for 
this in about a week.

CANCER (June 21-July 
22): Matters of ‘I’ and ‘Thou’ 
could be at the forefront 
today, a relationship with 
someone close could be posi-
tive and supportive. The 
greatest partnerships support 
both people in living up to 
their highest potentials.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): 
Life is a circle, though living 
in a straight line looks like 
reality. What you do, think, 
say, isn’t happening in a vac-
uum, it’s circulating through-
out the cosmos. You are liter-
ally that important. Everyone 
is.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22): Expressing yourself can 
both distinguish you from, 
and link you to, your commu-
nity. Strong communities are 
built from a diversity of 
strengths, talents, competen-
cies. Be unique, work in coop-
eration.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
22): When your heart is at 
peace and your nervous sys-
tem is regulated, your gifts 
can land most powerfully in 
the world. Look hard at your-
self. Embrace your potential. 
Make promises to yourself 
and keep them unfailingly.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 
21): A longing for more is 
likely, but it’s likely a longing 
for more meaning and more 
purpose than for more and 

better distractions. Pleasure 
is fine, but nothing makes life 
as passionate as purpose.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21): Your potential 
has value, it has the most 
value when you develop it 
into what you came here to 
Earth to do. Instead of valu-
ing outer validation, build 
inner self-respect one choice 
at a time.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- 
Jan. 19): You could be 
improving your self-refer-
ence. Applaud yourself 
instead of finding your worth 
by echo-locating yourself 
against other people and soci-
ety — most only support what 
serves them anyway.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20- 
Feb. 18): Tangible help 
brings more than a full stom-
ach or housing. Beyond the 
physical need being met, 
there’s the relief from fear 
and the sense that there can 
still be soft landings in an 
often-harsh world.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20): When you live more 
freely, you give permission to 
everyone who’s watching to 
also free themselves. It’s not 
just for you, it’s for all. Become 
the person you’ve always 
dreamed of becoming.

IF TODAY IS YOUR 
BIRTHDAY: July could be 
an important month, oppor-
tunity could be circling and 
more than one need could be 
met. The earlier portion of 
2026 brought plenty of chal-
lenges, the second half of the 
year could be more helpful for 
you. July could be your 
chance to listen to intuition 
and get significant clarity on 
next steps toward your best 
life. Protection and benevo-
lence are energies you might 
feel surrounding you. Late 
July could roll you into a sud-
den sense of worry, but unless 
something is already wrong, 
these stars don’t bring actual 
trouble, just worry — you may 
need to remind yourself a few 
times though. Cash flow could 
rise quickly in August, with it 
could come creative ideas and 
plenty of charm. Late August, 
if you fool around, it’s almost 
a guarantee that you’ll find 
out. Don’t. Expect a nice sur-
prise later in September.

TODAY IN
HISTORY

1805 - The U.S. Congress 
organizes the Michigan Ter-
ritory

1864 - Yosemite Valley in 
California is granted for pub-
lic use, resort, and recreation 
by U.S. President Abraham 
Lincoln

1882 - Charles J. Guiteau 
is hanged in Washington 
D.C. after he assassinated 
U.S. President James Gar-
field

1906 - The Meat Inspec-
tion Act and Pure Food and 
Drug Act is passed by the 
U.S. Congress

1937 - The world’s first 
emergency telephone num-
ber (999), is introduced in 
London

1953 - The first Chevrolet 
Corvette is made in Flint, 
Michigan

1956 - 128 are killed when 
a TWA Super Constellation 
collides with a United Air-

lines DC-7 above the Grand 
Canyon in Arizona

1960 - Congo gains inde-
pendence from Belgium

1966 - The U.S. largest 
feminist organization, The 
National Organization for 
Women is founded

1971 - Ohio ratifies the 
26th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution

1977 - The Southeast Asia 
Treat Organization disbands

1985 - Thirty nine Ameri-
can hostages are freed in 
Beirut after being hijacked 
on TWA Flight 847 and held 
for 17 days

1990 - East and West Ger-
many merge their economies

2013 - Nineteen firefight-
ers die during a wildfire in 
Yarnell, Arizona

2019 - President Donald 
Trump becomes the first sit-
ting U.S. President to visit 
North Korea

CALENDAR OF OBSERVANCES
•	 Asteroid Day
•	 Leap Second Time 

Adjustment Day 
•	 Meteor Day 
•	 National Ice Cream 

Soda Day  
•	 National Organization for 

Women Day 
•	 National Outfit of the 

Day Day

If you take all the Trump 
squawks -- pro and con -- out 
of the Squawkbox, people 
around here will be at a com-
plete loss for what to gripe 
about. I’ve complained before 
about frivolous and useless 
local commentary on national 
issues, so I applaud the new 
direction of this feature.

It has been 161 years since 
the Civil War ended, and the 
losers are still complaining. 
Get over it already.

Please get someone with 
at least an ounce of common 
sense and some customer ser-
vice skills to work at the local 
IRS office. Individuals de-
serve to be treated right.

OK, Johnny Reb Trump 
Drumstick, history lesson: 
The South fired first (see Fort 
Sumter, history book Chapter 
16),11 Southern States seced-
ed (Chapter 17), started a war 
to save slavery (Chapter 18), 
got their collective (behinds) 
kicked (Chapter 20) while 
Lincoln saved the Union and 
laid the groundwork for a 
united America ... until Pres-
ident Dipstick, raised up the 
racist thread again. You are 
clearly a product of a flawed 
educational system and mor-
ally bankrupt upbringing

I’m sure Fletcher is behind 
this move to take squawks 
about national events out 
of the Squawkbox. He can’t 
stand it that those of us who 
recognize the greatness of 
our True President want to 
spread the truth to combat 
the lies of people like him. We 
will prevail.

It is amazing how the 
WNBA and its officials and 
players want to damage or in-
jure Caitlin Clark. All she did 
was save the league that was 
being supported by the NBA 
men’s teams.  Now, many 
players are making big bucks 
where before they were slight-
ly above minimum wage. She 
has proved to be a true cham-
pion in sports. I wish she 
would take all of her Nike and 
Gator-ade money and quit.  

I loved, loved, loved that 
Theatre Albany put on a play 
whose entire cast was 55 or 
older. Yes, we have to move 
forward and get our next 
generation involved, but that 
doesn’t mean we should for-
get those who helped build 
this community. Way to go 
TA!

Democrats again want to 
abolish the Electoral College 
and go by the popular vote in 
picking the president. That 
way, they can cheat by stack-
ing the votes in blue states 
like New York and California, 
which would mean votes in 
many states would be use-
less. Cheating is the only way 
Democrats win.

Ms. Wiley appears to be a 
very competent, capable and 
sincere individual. Trying to 
bring together all these non-
profits that have their own 
leaders and, most important-
ly, their own budgets, is go-
ing to be tough. But you are 
absolutely right, ma’am: The 
only chance we have of mak-
ing societal changes here is by 
working together. Good luck.

There aren’t enough jails 
to hold all the lawbreakers 
we catch, let alone all of them 
that there are. Economics is 
too large a factor in our justice 
system.

So much good news. As Gill 
Scott Heron said, “As Wall 
Street goes, so goes the na-
tion.” Here’s a look at some of 
the closing numbers: Racism 
is up; human rights are down. 
Peace is shaky; war items are 
hot. Jobs are down; money is 
scarce..And common sense is 
at an all-time low with heavy 
trading.

squawkbox@albanyherald.com

I’m approaching the age where 
“getting lucky” means being able 
to find my car in a parking deck. 
Luck is certainly a factor at bridge, 

but winning players 
make their own luck.

In today’s deal, East’s 
preemptive jump to two 
spades pushed North-
South into a shaky 3NT. North 
reopened with a double at his 
second turn, and when South 
took out to 2NT, North quite bold-
ly raised to game.

West led the six of spades, 
and East’s king won. When East 
returned the jack, South mulled 
-- and played the queen. He went 
down two when West won and led 
his last spade, and East cashed 
four more spades.

UNLUCKY
South thought he’d made an 

unlucky guess; but even assum-
ing his queen won the second 
spade, he still needed the club 
finesse to make the contract.

South had to assume 
that East had the king of 
clubs, but if East held, say, 
AKJ10xx,Jxx,xx,Kx, he would 
have overcalled one spade; 
his hand would have been 

too heavy for a preempt. 
If South plays low on the 
jack of spades, he sur-

vives.
DAILY QUESTION
You hold: S 9 H A 10 9 D A K 

Q J 10 C Q J 4 3. You open one 
diamond, your partner responds 
one spade, you bid two clubs 
and he rebids two spades. You 
try 2NT, and partner bids three 
diamonds. What do you say?

ANSWER: Partner is begging 
to you stop low. He has a weak 
hand with six poorish spades 
or maybe five fair spades, dia-
mond support and unbalanced 
pattern. Your 2NT showed extra 
strength and tried for game, and 
he rejected. Pass.

North dealer
N-S vulnerable

Daily Bridge Club

Make your own luck

Daily Bridge Club
Tuesday, June 30, 2026

I’m approaching the age where 
“getting lucky” means being able to 
find my car in a parking deck. Luck 
is certainly a factor at bridge, but 
winning players make their own luck.

In today’s deal, East’s preemptive 
jump to two spades pushed North-
South into a shaky 3NT. North 
reopened with a double at his second 
turn, and when South took out to 
2NT, North quite boldly raised to 
game.

West led the six of spades, and 
East’s king won. When East returned 
the jack, South mulled – and played 
the queen. He went down two when 
West won and led his last spade, and 
East cashed four more spades.

                          
UNLUCKY

     
South thought he’d made an 

unlucky guess; but even assuming 
his queen won the second spade, he 
still needed the club finesse to make 
the contract.

South had to assume that East had 
the king of clubs, but if East held, 
say, A-K-J-10-x-x, J-x-x, x-x, K-x, 
he would have overcalled one spade; 
his hand would have been too heavy 
for a preempt. If South plays low on 
the jack of spades, he survives.

                       
DAILY QUESTIONDAILY QUESTION

     
You hold:  ♠ ♠ 9   ♥ ♥ A 10 9    

♦ ♦ A K Q J 10   ♣ ♣ Q J 4 3. You open 
one diamond, your partner responds 

one spade, you bid two clubs and he 
rebids two spades. You try 2NT, and 
partner bids three diamonds. What do 
you say?

ANSWER: Partner is begging to 
you stop low. He has a weak hand 
with six poorish spades or maybe 
five fair spades, diamond support 
and unbalanced pattern. Your 2NT 
showed extra strength and tried for 
game, and he rejected. Pass.

North dealer
N-S vulnerable

 NORTH
 ♠ 9
 ♥ ♥ A 10 9
 ♦ ♦ A K Q J 10
 ♣ Q J 4 3

WEST EAST
♠ A 8 6 ♠ K J 10 7 5 4
♥ ♥ K Q 7 3 ♥ ♥ J 8 6 
♦ ♦ 5 4 2 ♦ ♦ 8 7
♣ 8 6 5 ♣ K 2

 SOUTH
 ♠ Q 3 2
 ♥ ♥ 5 4 2
 ♦ ♦ 9 6 3
 ♣ A 10 9 7

North East South West
1 ♦ ♦ 2 ♠ Pass Pass
Dbl Pass 2 NT Pass
3 NT(!) All Pass

     
Opening lead – ♠ 6

©2026 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

Make your own luck
By FRANK STEWART
Tribune Content Agency

By Frank Stewart
Tribune Content Agency

Frank Stewart

Dear Eric: I am a 64-year-
old woman who allowed my 
daughter (35) and son-in-law 
(34) to move in about two years 
ago. They committed to each 
other in 2022 but didn’t make 
a legal partnership. They have 
an open relationship.

He has pretty much always 
had a girlfriend. When I asked 
my daughter where her boy-
friend was, she said she could 
have one but just had not met 
someone yet.

Well, you see where this is 
going. Now she has a boyfriend 
and is happy for the first time 
in a long while.

My daughter now realizes 
just what she has been miss-
ing. My son-in-law feels blind-
sided, as my daughter is asking 
for a complete break.

My heart is so broken. This 
has all been very fast. My son-
in-law will be moving to another 
state to move in with his girl-
friend. I would love any advice 
on how to navigate this.

– Love Them Both

Dear Love: Breakups don’t 
just impact the separating couple. 
As you’re experiencing, family 
members and friends can also 
find themselves grieving the 
lost relationship in some ways 
and having trouble figuring out 
new norms. This can be espe-
cially tough in a situation like 
yours in which everyone is liv-
ing together.

As with a breakup, com-
munication and clarity about 
boundaries are going to be very 
helpful tools for you. You also 
have a relationship with your 
son-in-law and so it’s healthy 
to have a confirmation about 
what, if any, contact feels right 
for him moving forward and 
what, if any, contact between 

the two of you feels right to 
your daughter. It’s also fine 
to take a moment to tell him 
that you’ve appreciated the 
time you’ve spent together and 
you’re sorry things are turning 
out this way.

It sounds like you didn’t 
struggle to respect their choic-
es when they were together, 
even if they weren’t choices 
that you would have made for 
yourself. Approach this situa-
tion in the same way. They’re 
going to need time and space 
to process this.

Part of your journey with 
this change will mean taking 
the time and space you need 
to process it as well. It won’t 
be appropriate to try to do that 
with them too much, but it’s 
good to acknowledge to your-
self that you feel sadness or 
even grief and wish that things 
were different.

Dear Eric: My dear friend 
has been in communication 
with someone online (and by 
phone) who claims to be a fa-
mous celebrity. She believes 
this is love and she is convinced 
this person is for real.

My friend has been in a long-
term, live-in relationship with a 
lovely man. She is preparing to 
abandon this life for the prom-
ise from this online person.

All her friends and family 
have tried to convince her this 
is not a real situation and she is 
being scammed. She has seen 
a therapist (to no avail) but is 
still enraptured by this online 
person. Also, money has been 
sent to Mr. Fake.

I don’t know what else we can 
do to stop this ruination of her 
life. She will not only lose love 
and companionship but the 
outcome of selling her home. 
She’s waiting for Mr. Fake to 
send her a plane to pick her up 
to travel. Just the other day he 

told her he was ill and had to 
postpone the trip, still she be-
lieves him. Any advice?

– Very Concerned Friend

Dear Friend: Romance 
scams are so common and so 
dangerous that the FBI has a 
page dedicated to them and 
encourages citizens to report 
them to the Internet Crime 
Complaint Center (ic3.gov). 
So, your first option would be 
to gather as much information 
as you have and reach out to 
an authority for help.

As you know, a celebrity is 
highly unlikely to communi-
cate with a fan in this way and, 
even if the celebrity was really 
reaching out, your friend should 
confirm, in person and with 
others, that the celebrity is 
who they say they are before 
spending any money or mak-
ing any big changes. Frankly, 
any online paramour who asks 
for money and yet promises a 
plane should be treated with 
extreme suspicion.

Because your friend is taking 
such extreme measures (i.e., 
selling her house) and has re-
jected the sensible viewpoints 
offered by many, including her 
therapist, appealing to her logic 
may not be effective. It’s pos-
sible that there is something 
else happening that’s causing 
her to reject reality. Consider 
talking to her partner about 
your concerns. He surely shares 
them. Ask him about medical 
intervention or if she has any 
other troubling behaviors.

Anyone who is being scammed 
is advised to cut off all contact 
with the scammer immedi-
ately, but short of taking her 
phone and blocking all means 
of reaching out to the fake ce-
lebrity, that may not be an op-
tion right now.

Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 
19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.

Advice Columnist

By Eric Thomas
Tribune Content Agency

Eric Thomas

Daughter’s breakup 
hurts mother, too
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This is the third Op-Ed I’ve 
written on the topic of Albany 
Utilities and data centers. This is 
only my opinion, and 
I’m not representing 
anyone else with these 
facts and statements.

To recap what I have 
written in the past 
OpEd’s:

-- Albany Utilities 
has the ninth-lowest 
electric rate in the 
state out of hundreds 
of electric providers. 
Albany does not have an electric 
rate problem. We have a high 
usage problem.

-- The state of Georgia has one 
of the best electric grids in the 
country. So Georgia is seeing a lot 
of data center interest in all parts 
of the state.

-- Data centers are seeing tre-
mendous growth because we as 
consumers are asking

for more and more data from 
cloud storage, social media usage, 
streaming services and now run-
ning AI algorithms. I learned the 
other day that an AI search uses 
10 times more electricity than a 
simple Google search.

– The city of Albany entered 
the power industry all the way 
back in 1912 and drove a lot of 
industrial growth to the city. For-
ty-nine cities in Georgia, includ-
ing Albany, retained their electric 
utilities through all the changes 
in the last 100 years, and now 
those 49 cities form the Munici-
pal Electric Authority of Georgia 
(MEAG) Power.

– In the ‘90s, the federal gov-
ernment almost deregulated the 
entire power industry,

but it did not happen due to the 
large capital investments required 
for electric service.

-- Today, every state is different 
across the U.S., and the state of 
Georgia has a “hybrid” type of 
customer choice through which 
only large power loads have cus-
tomer choice and smaller resi-
dential-type power loads are 
based on a territory map set by 
the state legislature.

It’s important to communicate 
all of that background before get-
ting into data centers and how 
Albany could and should respond. 
Every community in Georgia is 
different, and a one-size-fits-all 
approach to either oppose or sup-
port data centers is not a good 
approach.

As Albany citizens, we need to 
look at data centers through our 
own lens and not through some 
outsider’s political lens or anoth-
er community’s lens. For context, 
the city of Albany is a 200mW 
electric system serving the entire 
city. The average data center you 
hear about typically starts in the 
500mW range and goes up from 
there. That is 2 1/2 times the size 
of the entire city of Albany power 
grid.

In Blakely right now, while I 
could not find an exact power 
load, they are contemplating a 
data center that is in the gigawatt 
range. That’s 1,000mW, which 
would be five times the size of the 
city of Albany’s power.

The “elephant in the room” is 
the massive amount of electric 
power that is needed, far beyond 
the current power generation and 
distribution assets in the state of 
Georgia. These power assets are 
very expensive and are “genera-
tional” assets with 50-year life 
expectancy.

The first issue with that state-
ment: Can we or should we build 
50-year generational

power assets for a consumer 
trend asking for more data for 
systems that are only a few years 
old? What happens if the con-
sumer data trend changes in five 
years? We built 50-year power 
assets; what about the remaining 
45 years of the power asset’s life?

After the first issue of massive 
amounts of power needed, then 
we get into land use

(Where do these large build-
ings go?), water use (They need 
cooling for the computers.) and 
incentives (Typically, job creators 
get incentives and data centers do 
not create a lot of new jobs.).

On the positive side, the mil-
lions and possibly billions of dol-
lars worth of taxable property in 
a community creates huge new 
taxes going into the city and 

county budgets. Some communi-
ties have plans to completely 
eliminate homestead property 

taxes with new data 
center property taxes.

Also, the 49 cities 
that are part of MEAG 
Power, have the added 
benefit of possibly serv-
ing electricity to a data 
center and could sig-
nificantly discount res-
idents’ power bills with 
the electric revenue 

from a data center.
But with financial benefits 

come financial risks. What if the 
data center shuts down and a 
community’s entire budget was 
based on one large taxpayer? It’s 
like putting all your eggs in one 
basket. Citizens would have a 
huge tax bill shock.

What if a community’s electric 
finances were based on one large 
electric customer, and the cus-
tomer cuts back or uses less 
power than committed? A com-
munity would have large assets 
“not paid for,” and citizens could 
be stuck with paying the bill.

So, here are my opinions and 
well-reasoned thoughts on Alba-
ny and data centers:

- Albany must be in the data 
center game. We can’t sit on the 
sidelines and let all the other cit-
ies financially benefit. We can’t 
miss this opportunity to possibly 
land a large taxpayer and a large 
electric utility payer that could 
lower all of our taxes and utilities 
in the city. It could put us at a 
disadvantage for economic devel-
opment if we sit on the sidelines.

-- While the large 500mW and 
higher data centers seem to be 
the trend, one approach is to start 
small and build a 100mW or 
200mW data center. It would 
lower the risk and allow the 
trends and changing market to 
settle out and then add on more 
load over time.

-- Without question, a data cen-
ter has to pay its “full freight” up 
front, not over time or via partial 
payments. Their impact costs 
should not be “socialized” to the 
general public. That means they 
pay for all infrastructure costs, 
electrical power upgrades, water 
system impacts, transportation 
burdens and stormwater impacts. 
Citizens should not be on the 
hook for any of these costs. These 
costs should all be paid 100% up 
front before any work is started.

-- The possibility of downsizing 
or closure is a significant risk 
since data centers are relatively a 
new market. We should require a 
decommissioning and remedia-
tion bond so taxpayers are not 
left with cleanup costs.

-- We should require the most 
advanced and efficient cooling 
system to lower the water use. 
Early data centers required tre-
mendous amounts of water for 
cooling, but better closed-loop 
cooling systems have been devel-
oped.

-- We need new zoning catego-
ries and criteria specifically for 
data centers. Right now, a data 
center could apply the “use-by 
right” strategy and apply under 
the manufacturing section of 
zoning, and we may not be able to 
have any say or input. There 
needs to be specific zoning tables 
and categories for data centers 
and other large technology users.

-- If and when a data center 
goes beyond just “kicking the 
tires” in Albany, we need to have 
a serious conversation of how the 
additional taxes and additional 
utility revenue will lower the cost 
for all citizens. Also, there needs 
to be a cushion or rainy-day fund 
that protects citizens if the addi-
tional taxes and utility revenue 
lowers or ends.

-- Lastly, citizens need full 
transparency in the process. 
Recently, I have proposed that 
any data center in Albany be 
required to get a “special use” 
permit that must be voted on and 
approved by the City Commis-
sion. That would make sure all 
negotiations and plans are out in 
the open and transparent. Social 
media thrives off of conspiracy 
theories and negative news. The 
best defense is open and honest 
dialogue and transparent sharing 
of information.

Albany Utilities and 
data centers – Part 3

COLUMNIST ■ CHAD WARBINGTON

WARBINGTON

As a professor of Criminal Justice, some readers 
may wonder what qualifies me to write about Alba-
ny’s economy. My perspective comes not from formal 
training in economics, but from more than three 
decades of living, working and serving in 
this community.

I first arrived in Albany in the mid-1980s 
as a student at Albany State University and 
have since spent nearly 30 years working 
here. Along the way, I raised my family 
here and served on numerous city, county 
and regional boards, including the Eco-
nomic Development Commission, Down-
town Development Authority, Albany-
Dougherty Planning Commission, South-
west Georgia Regional Commission, and 
several other civic organizations.

These experiences have given me a front-row seat 
to view Albany’s economic successes, challenges, and 
ongoing efforts to create opportunity.

One question consistently arises whenever conver-
sations turn to Albany’s future:

Why don’t we have more jobs? It is a fair question. 
But perhaps a more important one is this: Why has 
Albany struggled to retain some of its largest employ-
ers, and what will it take to attract the next generation 
of industry?

When I arrived in Albany, the city was home to 
several major employers that provided thousands of 
stable, well-paying jobs. Those companies helped 
sustain a strong middle class and served as pillars of 
the local economy.

Today, the picture looks very different. Over the 
years, Albany has lost several major employers. 
Merck closed its pharmaceutical manufacturing facil-
ity in 2007, eliminating hundreds of jobs. Cooper 
Tire, formerly Firestone, eventually shut down a plant 
that once employed roughly 1,400 workers. Albany 
also lost military aviation operations associated with 
Turner Field.

Looking back, it is tempting to ask what Albany did 
wrong. The reality is more complicated.

Many of the forces that reshaped Albany also 
affected other communities across the nation. Manu-
facturing jobs are no longer competing only with 
neighboring cities or states; they compete globally. 
Corporate decisions are increasingly driven by supply 
chains, labor costs, automation, consolidation, and 
shareholder expectations.

At the same time, modern companies often seek 
advantages that larger metropolitan areas can more 
readily provide, including larger labor pools, major 
airports, research universities, and extensive supplier 
networks. In today’s economy, scale matters.

Work force development also presents challenges. 
Many emerging industries require engineers, infor-
mation technology specialists, data analysts, and 
advanced manufacturing technicians. Like many 

smaller communities, Albany faces the ongoing task 
of attracting and retaining highly skilled workers.

Yet focusing only on what Albany has lost overlooks 
an important fact: Not every major employer left. 

MolsonCoors continues to expand its brew-
ery operations. Procter & Gamble remains 
a major employer, and Mars Incorporated 
maintains a significant presence in the 
region. Their continued investment sug-
gests that Albany still possesses meaning-
ful competitive advantages.

The question, then, is not whether Alba-
ny can attract jobs. The question is what 
kinds of jobs best fit Albany’s strengths in 
today’s economy. Albany offers assets 
many communities would welcome: avail-

able land, rail access, highway connectivity, a strong 
agricultural base, and proximity to Marine Corps 
Logistics Base-Albany.

The city is also home to Albany State University and 
Albany Technical College, both of which can play vital 
roles in preparing the workforce of the future. In 
addition, Albany’s cost of living remains significantly 
lower than that of many fast-growing metropolitan 
areas.

These strengths create opportunities in agribusi-
ness, food processing, health care, logistics, advanced 
manufacturing, and defense-related industries. Data 
centers may also become attractive because of the 
region’s available land and infrastructure. Ans as 
remote work continues to reshape the labor market, 
Albany has an opportunity to market itself as a desti-
nation for professionals seeking affordability, quality 
of life, and career opportunities outside major metro-
politan areas.

Economic development is not about recreating the 
Albany of 1985. Those conditions no longer exist. The 
challenge is to build the Albany of 2035. Communi-
ties that succeed in the coming decades will not be 
those that spend the most time mourning the jobs 
that left. They will be the ones that identify their 
strengths, invest in workforce development, improve 
connectivity, and align themselves with growing 
industries.

Albany cannot control globalization, corporate 
mergers, or federal defense policies. But it can control 
how it prepares for the future.

The next generation of jobs will not look exactly like 
the last one. The real opportunity lies in ensuring that 
when those jobs arrive, Albany is ready. Albany State 
and Albany Tech can help lead that effort by expand-
ing workforce training and educational programs that 
meet the demands of a rapidly changing economy.

The future of Albany’s economy will depend not on 
what it once was, but on what it chooses to become.

Charles Ochie is professor of Criminal Justice and 
dean of the Graduate School at Albany State Univer-
sity and a long-time resident of Albany.

As America prepares to celebrate its 250th birthday, 
there will be no shortage of discussion about freedom.

Freedom to worship. Freedom to speak. Freedom 
to vote. Freedom to build a life and pursue happiness.

But beneath every freedom worth having 
lies a more fundamental question:

What makes human beings worth protect-
ing in the first place?

The widow living alone matters. The child 
with disabilities matters. The farmer, the 
teacher, the mechanic and the judge matter.

Not because of what they produce. Not 
because of what they earn. Not because of the 
influence they possess.

They matter because they are human 
beings.

Today that idea feels obvious. For most of human 
history, it was revolutionary.

Ancient societies were built on a very different 
assumption. Kings stood above subjects. Nobles stood 
above commoners. The strong ruled the weak. Human 
value was often measured by wealth, power, birth or 
usefulness.

The notion that every person possesses equal dig-
nity would have sounded strange to much of the 
ancient world. Yet that is precisely the idea intro-
duced in the opening chapter of Genesis.

The Hebrew Bible teaches that every human being 
is created in the image of God. Not kings alone. Not 
priests alone. Not a privileged class. Every human 
being.

Ancient Jewish sages drew a remarkable lesson 
from this teaching. Humanity begins with a single 
person so that no one could ever say, “My father was 
greater than yours.” Human dignity does not come 
from ancestry, status, achievement or power. It comes 
from the divine image carried by every person. Cen-
turies later, that idea would help shape the moral 
foundation of America itself.

The Declaration of Independence did not merely 
assert that all men are created equal. It explained 
why. Human rights were described as gifts from a 
Creator rather than privileges granted by govern-
ment.

That distinction mattered then. It still matters now.
If dignity comes from government, government can 

redefine it. If dignity comes from public opinion, pub-
lic opinion can withdraw it. If dignity comes from 
usefulness, some lives will inevitably be valued more 
than others.

But if every person possesses dignity 
because every person bears the image of 
God, then that dignity belongs equally to 
the strong and the weak, the successful 
and the struggling, the powerful and the 
forgotten.

This principle reaches far beyond poli-
tics. It shapes how communities func-
tion.

When neighbors stop seeing one 
another as people of inherent worth, 
something begins to unravel. People 

become categories. Opponents become enemies. The 
elderly become burdens. The struggling become invis-
ible. Public life becomes harsher because its moral 
foundation has weakened.

Communities flourish when the opposite happens.
A teacher refuses to give up on a difficult student. A 

volunteer visits someone confined to a nursing home. 
A neighbor checks on a family going through a hard 
season. A business owner treats employees with 
respect rather than as expendable resources.

These actions may seem small, but they all spring 
from the same conviction: Every person matters.

America’s founders understood that self-govern-
ment depends on more than constitutions, elections 
and laws. It depends on citizens who recognize obliga-
tions beyond themselves. Self-government requires 
self-restraint, mutual respect and a recognition of 
human dignity. Laws can encourage those virtues, but 
they cannot create them. When a society loses the 
moral habits that sustain freedom, even the strongest 
institutions begin to weaken.

As we celebrate 250 years of independence, it is 
worth remembering that America’s greatest inheri-
tance is not merely a system of government. It is a 
vision of the human person. A vision rooted in the 
belief that every individual possesses a worth that 
cannot be bought, earned, voted upon or taken away.

Long before it became a political principle, it was a 
moral one. The future of the American experiment 
depends upon whether we continue to believe it.
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The idea that made America possible
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TODAY’S 
BIBLE 
VERSE

“Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and he shall sustain thee: He shall never 
suffer the righteous to be moved.”

Psalms 55:22
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All times Eastern. Start times can vary based 
on cable/satellite provider. Confirm times on 
your on-screen guide.

Lucy Worsley Investigates: 
The American Revolution
PBS, beginning at 5 p.m. 
Catch an encore of this two-part series in 
which historian Lucy Worsley examines the 
American Revolution from the British per-
spective. The first part, “The Break Up,” airs 
this afternoon. Part 2, “A Messy Divorce,” 
airs tonight.

MLB Baseball:  
Detroit at N.Y. Yankees
TBS & truTV, 7 p.m. Live
Kevin McGonigle and the Detroit Tigers visit 
the Bronx to take on the N.Y. Yankees for 
Game 2 of a three-game series.

Presidential 1776 Award
CBS, 8 p.m.
CBS presents the finals of the first ever Pres-
idential 1776 Award competition, a nation-
wide civics challenge created to celebrate 
America’s top high school students and 
their knowledge of our nation’s founding 
principles. The program awards scholarships 
totaling $250,000, including a top prize of 
$150,000.

Lakefront Bargain Hunt: 
Renovation
Magnolia Network, 9 p.m.
A Hudson Valley couple looking for a water-
front vacation spot for their whole family 
turns an outdated home into a lakeside re-
treat in the new episode “A Couple Renos a 
Waterfront Home in New York’s Finger Lakes.”

Frontline 
PBS, 10 p.m.
The new episode “The Crown Prince & the 
President” examines the alliance between 
Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman and President Donald Trump.

From the editors of  
TV Weekly and tvinsider.com

 

TUESDAY
June 30, 2026

Faith in the Flames: The Nichole 
Jolly Story (2025, Docudrama) 
Chrissy Metz, Colin Moss LMN, 
6 p.m. 

National Treasure (2004, Adven-
ture) Nicolas Cage, Diane Kruger 
AMC, 6 p.m. 

Avengers: Endgame (2019, Action) 
Robert Downey Jr., Chris Evans FX, 
7 p.m.

A Castle of Our Own (2026, Ro-
mance) Erica Cerra, Brennan Elliott 
Hallmark, 8 p.m. 

The Hunt for Red October (1990, 
Suspense) Sean Connery, Alec Bald-
win BBC America, 8 p.m. 

The Martian (2015, Science fic-
tion) Matt Damon, Jessica Chastain 
MGM, 8 p.m. 

Moana (2016, Children) Au-
li’i Cravalho, Dwayne Johnson 
Freeform, 8:35 p.m. 

National Treasure: Book of Se-
crets (2007, Action) Nicolas Cage, 
Jon Voight AMC, 9 p.m. 

Red 2 (2013, Action) Bruce Willis, 
John Malkovich SYFY, 9 p.m. 

Black Adam (2022, Action) 
Dwayne Johnson, Aldis Hodge TNT, 
10:30 p.m. 

Major League (1989, Comedy) Tom 
Berenger, Charlie Sheen Para-
mount, 10:30 p.m. 

Kingsman: The Secret Service 
(2015, Action) Colin Firth, Michael 
Caine FX, 11 p.m. 

The Day After Tomorrow (2004, 
Action) Dennis Quaid, Jake Gyllen-
haal SYFY, 11:30 p.m. 

MOVIES  
YOU’LL LOVE

‘Moana’
DISNEY 

MAGNOLIA NETWORK 

‘Lakefront Bargain 
Hunt: Renovation’ What  

to watch

The Yearling
MOVIES!, 10:50 p.m.

This acclaimed, Best Picture Oscar-nomi-
nated 1946 adaptation of Marjorie Kinnan 
Rawlings’ Pulitzer Prize-winning 1938 
coming-of-age novel has become as much 
of a beloved, and tear-jerking, family 
classic as the book itself. Set in the back-
woods of Florida in the late 19th century, 
the drama follows preteen Jody Baxter’s 
(Claude Jarman Jr.) introduction into adult 
responsibilities and the often harsh “world 
of men” through his special relationship 
with a fawn that he discovers. The film won 
Oscars for its color cinematography and its 
art direction (interior decoration, color), 
and among its other nominations were 
Best Actor and Actress for Gregory Peck 
and Jane Wyman as Jody’s parents.

CATCH A 
CLASSIC

EVERETT COLLECTION 

All times Eastern. Start times can vary based 
on cable/satellite provider. Confirm times on 
your on-screen guide.

Enola Holmes 3
Netflix  Original FIlm
Adventure chases detective Enola Holmes 
to Malta, where personal and professional 
dreams collide on a case more tangled and 
treacherous than any she has faced before. 
The mystery adventure stars Helena Bonham 
Carter, Henry Cavill, Sharon Duncan-Brew-
ster and Millie Bobby Brown.

Brilliant Minds
NBC, 8 p.m.  Series Finale
The medical drama following brilliant neurol-
ogist Oliver Wolf (Zachary Quinto) ends after 
two seasons with “The Way Home.”

The Kimberley:  
Australia’s Wild West
PBS, 10 p.m.  Series Finale
This three-part documentary about Austra-
lia’s remote Kimberley region concludes with 
“Into the Fire.” See how small marsupial 
savanna gliders explore the canopies of 
wooded areas, how Traditional Owners use 
ancient fire practices to help threatened 
species, how creatures escape extreme heat 
in sandstone refuges and how crocodiles 
engage in territorial conflicts in overcrowded 
rivers.

From the editors of  
TV Weekly and tvinsider.com

 

WEDNESDAY
July 1, 2026

Pitch Perfect (2012, Musical com-
edy) Anna Kendrick, Skylar Astin 
Paramount, 6 p.m. 

Airplane! (1980, Comedy) Robert 
Hays, Julie Hagerty SHO, 6:30 p.m. 

Shelter (2026, Action) Jason 
Statham, Bodhi Rae Breathnach 
Encore, 7:05 p.m. 

Maleficent: Mistress of Evil (2019, 
Fantasy) Angelina Jolie, Elle Fan-
ning Freeform, 7:20 p.m. 

Armageddon (1998, Science fic-
tion) Bruce Willis, Billy Bob Thorn-
ton AMC, 8 p.m. 

Good Morning, Vietnam (1987, 
Comedy) Robin Williams, Forest 
Whitaker SHO, 8 p.m. 

When I Said I Do (2026, Romance) 
Sarah Drew, Eric Johnson LMN, 
8 p.m. 

The Long Walk (2025, Suspense) 
Cooper Hoffman, Mark Hamill En-
core, 9 p.m. 

Undertone (2025, Horror) 
Nina Kiri, Adam DiMarco HBO, 
10:10 p.m. 

Pulp Fiction (1994, Crime drama) 
John Travolta, Samuel L. Jackson 
MGM, 10:35 p.m. 

They Took My Daughter (2026, 
Drama) Vanessa Simmons, Angeli-
que Valentine Starz, 10:55 p.m. 

Mortal Kombat (2021, Action) 
Lewis Tan, Jessica McNamee TNT, 
11 p.m. 

Bad Boys (1995, Action) Martin Law-
rence, Will Smith FX, 11:30 p.m. 

MOVIES  
YOU’LL LOVE

‘Pitch Perfect’
PETER IOVINO 

JOHN WILSON, NETFLIX 

‘Enola Holmes 3’ What  
to watch

Canada Day
TCM, beginning at 6 a.m.

TCM celebrates the birth of the nation of 
Canada with films featuring actors from 
our neighbor to the north. The lineup starts 
with the 1934 musical Dames, starring Nova 
Scotia native Ruby Keeler as the leading 
lady in a Broadway show that’s threatened 
by an eccentric millionaire (who happens to 

CATCH A CLASSIC

MGM 

be related) who launches a moral crusade 
against the entertainment industry. Other 
Canadians are featured in 1948’s musical 
comedy Two Guys From Texas (Jack Car-
son), 1945’s film noir Conflict (Alexis Smith), 
the 1952 drama The Bad and the Beautiful 
(Walter Pidgeon), the 1968 sci-fi epic 2001: 
A Space Odyssey (pictured) (Robert Beatty 
and Douglas Rain, the chilling voice of HAL 
9000), the 1948 Western The Treasure of 
the Sierra Madre (Walter Huston) and the 
1983 comedy Strange Brew (Rick Moranis 
and Dave Thomas). Take off, eh?

T
V
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CLOSE TO HOME John McPherson THE FAMILY CIRCUS Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY Mort & Greg Walker

THE BORN LOSER Art & Chip Sansom HAGAR THE HORRIBLE Chris Browne

PICKLES Brian Crane

SUDOKU INSTRUCTIONS: 
Each row, column and set of 3-by-3 
boxes must contain the numbers 1 
through 9 without repitition.
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Special.Photo: Albany Museum of Art
Sidney Pettice, the curator of African Collections and African 
Diasporic Art at the Albany Museum of Art, is embarking on 
the next step in her career path as she leaves Albany for 
Knoxville, Tenn.

Albany Museum of Art curator leaves to pursue advanced degree

ALBANY – Sidney Pettice, 
the inaugural curator of Afri-
can Collections and African 
Diasporic Art at the Albany 
Museum of Art, is embark-
ing on the next step in her 
career path as she pursues 
her Ph.D. at the University 
of Tennessee.

“I’ll be a Vol, a Volunteer; 
I’m going to the University 
of Tennessee to get my Ph.D. 
in American history, with a 
focus on African-American 
history. I’m so excited,” Pet-
tice said, adding she plans to 
remain in the art field. “Ide-
ally, one day I’d love to lead 
an institution. I think that’s 
my long-term goal.”

AMA Executive Director 
Andrew James Wulf said that 
Pettice had an immediate 
positive impact on the insti-
tution upon joining the AMA 
staff in October 2023.

“Sidney has been an extraor-
dinary colleague whose intel-
ligence, warmth and gener-
osity of spirit have enriched 
every aspect of the Albany 
Museum of Art,” Wulf said. 
“Through her scholarship, 
curatorial vision, and deep 
commitment to our commu-
nity, she has helped us tell 
more expansive stories and 
become a more welcoming 
and relevant museum.”

Pettice worked with Director 
of Curator Affairs Katie Dil-
lard. Together, they planned 
and installed exhibitions at 
the museum.

“It’s been great to work with 
(Dillard), and I’ve learned so 
much from her, especially 
about the hands-on aspects 
of it,” Pettice said. “Now, I 
feel so confident doing art 
installations and everything 
that comes with that, all the 
behind-the-scenes things that 
you wouldn’t think about.”

“It has been a genuine plea-
sure and a joy to work with 
Sidney,” Dillard said. “She 
brought such a brightness 
to work every day, but more 
importantly, she truly helped 
the AMA change the game in 
what it means to be a mu-

seum for everybody. I know 
wherever she goes next, she 
will continue to bring that 
brightness and take on every 
challenge with grace.”

Pettice came to the Albany 
Museum of Art position en-
dowed by the Walter & Fran-
ces Bunzl Family Foundation 
after earning an M.A. degree 
in Curatorial Studies from the 
Center for Curatorial Studies 
at Bard College in New York. 
She earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in Art History in her 
home state from the Uni-
versity of North Carolina at 
Greensboro, where she began 
focusing on ancient African 
art history and expanding 
her education and scholar-
ship to include the African 
Diaspora, both ancient and 
contemporary.

Asked her best memories 
from her time in Albany, Pet-
tice pointed to two in par-
ticular.

“My first Art Ball was so 
much fun, and it was the 60th 
anniversary Art Ball, so it 
felt really special,” she said. 
“I didn’t really know what to 
expect. All I knew was this 
very highbrow New York gala 
where you kind of sit in si-
lence, but here, our black-tie 
events feel so much more like 
coming together in celebra-
tion. It just happens to have 
fancy clothes. I really appre-
ciate the environment that’s 
created with that.”

Another, she said, was the 
closing reception for the sum-
mer 2025 “Her Ladyship, 
Countess of Cumakala,” which 
was South African artist Buqa-
qawuli Nobakada’s first solo 
exhibition in the United States. 
Pettice curated the exhibition, 
and Nobakada traveled to Al-
bany to attend the closing.

“That closing was so great,” 
Pettice said. “I enjoyed see-
ing people line up to meet 
her and take photos with her. 
I thought that was a super-
cool experience. Just to be 
the person who helped plan 
it, I was really proud of that 
event.”

Before joining the AMA, 
Pettice was published in the 
Atlanta-based art and criti-

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

Yancey Engineered Solutions to 
bring 300 new jobs to Crisp County

ATLANTA -- Georgia-based 
engineering and manufactur-
ing company Yancey Engi-
neered Solutions will invest 
$5.7 million in a new manu-
facturing facility in Cordele, 
creating 300 new jobs over 
the next several years in Crisp 
County.

“Yancey provides solutions 
and services that keep Geor-
gia moving, supporting every-
thing from small businesses 
to large manufacturers across 
every industry,” Gov. Brian 
Kemp said. “This new facility 
will not only provide direct 
opportunity for hard-working 
Georgians in Crisp County, it 
will help drive further growth 
statewide.”

Founded in 2004, Yancey 
Engineered Solutions provides 
power generation packaging 
systems and is a division of 
Yancey Bros. Company (Yanc-
ey), the authorized Caterpil-

lar dealer for 
Georgia.

“ Y a n c -
ey Bros. has 
served Cordele 
a n d  C r i s p 
County for 
decades, pri-
marily with 
our Cater-
pillar earth-
moving equip-
ment, parts 
and service,” 
Trey Googe, Yancey’s CEO, 
said. “We are excited to be 
able to add new teammates 
from the Cordele/Crisp com-
munity and to manufacture 
products here that help fill 
a need in a growing and im-
portant market we serve.”

Yancey’s new facility will be 
located at 502 South Midway 
Road in Cordele. The compa-
ny will refurbish the former 
Big Tex manufacturing facil-
ity and plans to hire welders, 
quality control technicians, as-
sembly workers, and drivers. 

Interested in-
dividuals can 
learn more 
about work-
ing at Yancey 
at www.yanc-
eybros.com/
careers.  

“Corde le 
is very excit-
ed by Yanc-
ey’s decision 
to redevelop 
the Big Tex 

facility and to hopefully re-
hire many of the former em-
ployees of Big Tex,” Cordele 
Mayor and Crisp County-
Cordele Industrial Develop-
ment Authority Vice Chair 
Wesley Rainey said. “This 
project is a great develop-
ment for Cordele.”

“Our community is beyond 
thankful for Yancey’s deci-
sion to land here,” James R. 
Dowdy III, chairman of the 
Crisp County Board of Com-
missioners and the Cordele-
Crisp Industrial Development 

Authority, said. “Further, it 
demonstrates that our eco-
nomic development efforts 
are paying dividends and are 
consistent with our citizens’ 
visions of growth.”

Senior Regional Project 
Manager Christy Bozeman 
represented the Georgia De-
partment of Economic Devel-
opment on this competitive 
project in partnership with 
the Cordele-Crisp Industrial 
Development Authority, Crisp 
County Power Commission 
and Georgia Quick Start.

“Yancey Bros. has shaped 
Georgia’s story for a century 
– and they are not slowing 
down as they continuously 
evolve to serve industry needs,” 
GDEcD Commissioner Pat 
Wilson said. “Yancey Engi-
neered Solutions represents 
an exciting addition to Yanc-
ey’s portfolio that helps pro-
vide reliable energy to users. 
Congratulations to Cordele-
Crisp County and Yancey on 
this new chapter of growth.”

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

cism magazine Burnaway and 
conducted archive-based re-
search and organizational proj-
ects as a studio assistant for 
conceptual and performance 
artist Lorraine O’Grady. She 
also conducted a small archi-
val research project at the 
Spelman College Museum of 
Fine Art in Atlanta, where she 
produced material on the art-
ist Selma Burke for the mu-
seum’s institutional record.

In addition to her curato-
rial work at the AMA, Pettice 
headed the project for the 
downtown Albany mural “The 
Cosmic Gospel Tour,” honor-
ing Billie Holiday, Duke El-
lington, Aretha Franklin and 
Albany native Ray Charles, 
one of 100 projects across the 
nation funded by the Nation-
al Endowment for the Arts’ 
Celebrating America250: Arts 
Projects Honoring the Na-

tional Garden of American 
Heroes program. She also 
worked with the South Geor-
gia Archives at the Throna-
teeska Heritage Center on 
an oral history project that 
highlights several accounts of 
Albany, drawn from the nar-
ratives of key local historians 
and community organizers. 

Pettice said her time at the 
AMA has gone by quickly, 
even as she looks to the future.

“Life always feels like it’s 
constantly being fast-forward-
ed,” she said. “Coming out 
of my graduate program in 
New York, I was like, ‘OK, 
I’ll end up wherever I end 
up, but I really hope to be in 
the South.’ I’ll end up again 
wherever I end up, but, again, 
I hope it’s in the South and 
that I can continue the work 
that I’ve done in Southern 
institutions.”

Special Photo
A heavy payload drone was used in a plot to smuggle 
contraband into 10 federal prisons.

Pat Wilson

Twelve indicted in alleged drone smuggling conspiracy

MACON — An indictment 
has been unsealed charging 12 
individuals in a vast alleged 
conspiracy using drones to 
smuggle contraband, such as 
drugs and cellphones, into 10 
prisons across eight states, in-
cluding Georgia, representing 
the largest federal prosecution 
to date involving coordinated 
drone operations to smuggle 
illegal items into prisons.

The 17-count indictment was 
returned by a federal grand 
jury in the Middle District of 
Georgia. According to the in-
dictment, beginning in Sep-
tember 2023 until May 2026, 
the defendants allegedly en-
gaged in a conspiracy to use 
six drones to drop illegal con-
traband at least 38 times into 
10 federal prisons: Federal 
Correctional Institute Atlanta; 
Beckley (Beaver, W. Va.); Je-
sup; Federal Medical Center 
Lexington (Ky.); Manchester 
(Ky.); Memphis (Tenn.); Fed-
eral Correctional Complex Pe-
tersburg (Hopewell, Va.); Pol-
lock (La.); Talladega (Ala.); 
and Yazoo City (Miss.).

The following individuals are 
charged by indictment:

-- Ira Christopher Jackson, 
aka “Chris,” “CJ,” “Action,” 
“Action Jackson,” 42, of Ma-
con, is charged with one count 
of conspiracy to provide con-
traband in prison; one count 
of conspiracy to possess with 
intent to distribute metham-
phetamine; one count of con-
spiracy to possess with intent 
to distribute marijuana; one 
count of conspiracy to pos-
sess with intent to distribute a 
schedule I controlled substance; 
one count of possession with 

intent to distribute a schedule 
III controlled substance; one 
count of possession of a fire-
arm by a convicted felon; one 
count of conspiracy to tamper 
with evidence; and two counts 
of owning and operating an un-
registered drone. He is facing 
a maximum of life in prison.

-- Kenna Middleton, aka “Cuz,” 
“K Day,” “KD,” 45, of Macon, 
is charged with one count of 
conspiracy to provide contra-
band in prison; one count of 
conspiracy to possess with in-
tent to distribute methamphet-
amine; one count of conspiracy 
to possess with intent to dis-
tribute marijuana; one count 
of conspiracy to possess with 
intent to distribute a schedule 
I controlled substance; one 
count of possession of a fire-
arm by a convicted felon; one 
count of travel in aid of rack-
eteering; two counts of use of 
a communication facility in 
causing or facilitating the com-
mission of felonies under the 
controlled substances act; and 
one count of owning and op-
erating an unregistered drone. 
He is facing a maximum of life 
in prison.

-- Leviticus Blash, 42, of Ma-
con, is charged with one count 
of conspiracy to provide con-
traband in prison; one count 
of conspiracy to possess with 
intent to distribute metham-
phetamine; one count of con-
spiracy to possess with intent 
to distribute marijuana; one 
count of conspiracy to pos-
sess with intent to distribute a 
Schedule I controlled substance; 
and two counts of travel in aid 
of racketeering. He is facing 
a maximum of life in prison.

-- Chrystal Dunn, 37, of Macon 
and Greenville, S.C., is charged 
with one count of conspiracy to 

provide contraband in prison; 
one count of conspiracy to pos-
sess with intent to distribute 
methamphetamine; one count 
of conspiracy to possess with 
intent to distribute marijuana; 
one count of travel in aid of 
racketeering; and two counts 
of use of a communication fa-
cility in causing or facilitating 
the commission of felonies un-
der the controlled substances 
act. She is facing a maximum 
of life in prison.

-- Jeff Richardson, 23, of Ma-
con and East Point is charged 
with one count of conspiracy to 
provide contraband in prison; 
one count of conspiracy to pos-
sess with intent to distribute 
methamphetamine; one count 
of conspiracy to possess with 
intent to distribute marijuana; 
and one count of travel in aid 
of racketeering. He is facing 
a maximum of life in prison.

-- Tysean Richardson, 23, of 
Macon and East Point is charged 
with one count of conspiracy to 
provide contraband in prison; 
one count of conspiracy to pos-
sess with intent to distribute 
methamphetamine; and one 
count of conspiracy to possess 
with intent to distribute mari-
juana. He  is facing a maximum 
of life in prison.

-- Glenn Middleton, 70, of 
Macon, is charged with one 
count of conspiracy to provide 
contraband in prison; one count 
of conspiracy to possess with 
intent to distribute marijuana; 
one count of possession of a 
firearm by a convicted felon; 
one count of possession with 
intent to distribute cocaine; 
and one count of possession 
of a firearm in furtherance of 
a drug trafficking crime. He is 
facing a maximum of 20 years 
in prison, plus a minimum of 

five years imprisonment con-
secutive to any other sentence 
if convicted of the possession 
of a firearm in furtherance of 
a drug trafficking crime.

-- Aaron Hubbard, 37, a BOP 
inmate, is charged with one 
count of conspiracy to provide 
contraband in prison and one 
count of conspiracy to pos-
sess with intent to distribute 
a schedule I controlled sub-
stance. He is facing a maxi-
mum of 30 years in prison.

-- Xavier Maxwell, 30, of 
Macon, is charged with one 
count of conspiracy to provide 
contraband in prison and one 
count of conspiracy to tamper 
with evidence. He is facing a 
maximum of 20 years in prison.

-- Lametheus Douglas, aka 
“Mephy,” 47, a BOP inmate, is 
charged with one count of con-
spiracy to provide contraband 
in prison and is facing a maxi-
mum of five years in prison.

-- Robert Lee Whisby Jr., 
aka “Lil Pumpkin,” 51, a BOP 
inmate, is charged with one 
count of conspiracy to pro-
vide contraband in prison and 
is facing a maximum of five 
years in prison.

-- James Phillips, 51, of Jack-
sonville, Fla., is charged with 
one count of conspiracy to pro-
vide contraband in prison and 
is facing a maximum of five 
years in prison.

According to court docu-
ments, the BOP had a drone 
detection system that provided 
alerts when drones were with-
in the vicinity of BOP proper-
ties. In addition to alerting that 
drones were present, the sys-
tem provided information on 
the drone’s make, model, and 
drone identification number, 
along with the launch loca-
tion, flight path and altitude.
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Illegal items and contraband 
allegedly dropped during the 
conspiracy were methamphet-
amine, marijuana, and other 
controlled substances; objects 
including saw blades designed 
and intended to be used as 
weapons and to facilitate es-
cape; cellphones; and tobacco.

As further alleged in the in-
dictment, Jackson used a for-
mer day care center, referred 
to as “The Lab” by the defen-
dants, to store items used in 
the conspiracy, and five of the 
drones were routinely activat-
ed at and near “The Lab” in 
the days leading up to prison 
contraband drops. IKenna 
Middleton allegedly assisted 
in flying drones, storing con-
traband, and communicating 
with federal prison inmates 
to facilitate the drops. Blash 
allegedly assisted in the con-
traband drone drops by trav-
eling to the federal prisons 
to help with the drone flights 
and drops. Dunn allegedly 
provided transportation and 
served as a lookout for the 
drone drops. Jeff and Tyse-
an Richardson allegedly flew 

drones for contraband drone 
drops. Glenn Middleton alleg-
edly stored items to support 
the contraband and narcot-
ics conspiracies at his home. 
Maxwell allegedly helped to 
prepare and package contra-
band for the drone drops.

The indictment alleges that 
Douglas, a BOP inmate at FCI 
Manchester and FMC Lexing-
ton; Whisby, a BOP inmate 
at FCI Memphis; Hubbard, a 
BOP inmate at FCI Beckley; 
and Phillips, a former BOP 
inmate at FCI Jesup, FCI Tal-
ladega, and other BOP facili-
ties; all utilized contraband 
cellphones to schedule con-
traband drops at their fed-
eral prisons.

U.S. Attorney Will Keyes for 
the Middle District of Geor-
gia; Director William K. Mar-
shall III of the Federal Bureau 
of Prisons; Special Agent in 
Charge Marlo Graham of FBI-
Atlanta; and Special Agent in 
Charge Joseph Harris of the 
Department of Transporta-
tion, Office of Inspector Gen-
eral, Southern Region, made 
the announcement.



 ALBANYHERALD.COM ♦ TUESDAY, JUNE 30, 2026 ♦ 9Asports albanyherald.com

PAGE 9A ♦ TUESDAY, JUNE 30, 2026

Staff Photo: Joe Whitfield
Lee County running back Dominique Ball breaks free for a 
touchdown during Thursday’s OTA against Roswell at Lee 
County High School. The Trojans wrapped up their June 
workouts before the annual GHSA “Dead Week” and will 
return to practice after the Fourth of July holiday.

Phoenix Mercury star guard 
Alyssa Thomas has been given 
a flagrant foul 2 by the WNBA 
office and suspended one game 
for “recklessly making contact 
with her fist to the throat area” 
of Indiana Fever star guard 
Caitlin Clark during Wednes-
day’s game between the teams.

The incident occurred with 
6:52 left in the second quarter 
of the Mercury’s 111-109 tri-
umph over host Indiana. No 
foul was called.

Thomas was planning to 
serve the suspension Satur-
day when Phoenix visits the 
Toronto Tempo.

The WNBA office said it has 
the option to review games 
and “classify as flagrant any 
foul not called as such during 
a game.”

In this instance, Clark drove 
into the lane and fell on her side 
following contact with Phoe-
nix defender Lexi Held. In the 
ensuing scramble for the ball, 
Thomas pushed her fist into 
Clark’s throat before getting 
up and stepping over Clark.

Fever coach Stephanie White 
was upset after the contest that 
Thomas wasn’t called for a foul.

“No. 1, you’ve got to call it. 
It’s absolutely egregious and ut-

Thomas suspended one game for fist into Clark’s throat

AMERICUS – The 
scoreboard mattered 
Thursday, but not nearly 
as much as what it re-
vealed.

Dougherty left Sumter 
County’s final summer 
play date with a pair 
of victories, including 
a hard-earned 45-40 
win over host Sumter 
County and a sudden-
death overtime victory 
over Lee County. More 
importantly, the Tro-
jans left with another 
reminder that last sea-
son’s breakthrough has 
changed the expecta-
tions surrounding the 
program.

“We had a great finish 
to last season, but we’re 
still growing as a team,” 
Dougherty coach Ter-
rance Noel said. “Consis-
tency is the biggest thing 
for us right now. There 
are moments when we 
look like a state cham-
pionship contender, and 
there are moments when 
we still look young. That’s 
all part of the process.”

That’s the balancing 
act facing the Trojans 
this summer.

Last season, Dough-
erty played with little 
outside pressure before 
making a surprising run. 
Now opponents expect 
their best, and Noel is 
challenging his players 
to embrace that real-
ity instead of running 
from it.

“We’re transitioning 
from a season where 
there weren’t many ex-
pectations to one where 

the target is on our back,” 
Noel said. “We have to 
wear it proudly and em-
brace the challenge.”

The Trojans showed 
both sides of that equa-
tion Thursday.

Against Sumter Coun-
ty, Dougherty looked ev-
ery bit like a champion-
ship contender during 
the opening half. Ar-
meen Walker knocked 
down an early 3-point-
er, Jherel Gibson con-
verted free throws and 
Marcus Heath Jr. and 
Ernest Townsell added 
baskets as the Trojans 
built a 29-17 halftime 
lead.

Then came another 
lesson.

Sumter County opened 
the second half with a 
13-0 run, turning Dough-
erty’s comfortable ad-
vantage into a one-point 
deficit as the Trojans 
struggled to handle the 
Panthers’ defensive pres-
sure.

Rather than fold, 
Dougherty answered.

Gibson finally stopped 
the drought with a driv-
ing basket before Mikel 
Roberts delivered the 
biggest sequence of the 
game. After drilling a 
3-pointer earlier in the 
half, Roberts attacked the 
rim with 1:15 remaining, 
completed a three-point 
play and put Dougherty 
ahead for good, 41-39. 
The Trojans finished off 
the 45-40 victory with 
timely defensive stops.

Earlier in the day, 
Dougherty displayed 
similar resilience against 

Dougherty Trojans 
looking for consistency

Field Level Media

AMERICUS — Summer basketball is 
supposed to answer questions, not crown 
champions.

If that’s the standard, Monroe head 
coach Michael Hoffpauir liked many of 
the answers his Golden Tornadoes pro-
vided Thursday.

Monroe wrapped up two days of work in 
Americus by rolling to convincing victories 
over Valley High School and Macon Coun-
ty during a multi-team play day hosted by 
Sumter County High School, displaying 
the offensive chemistry that has steadily 
developed throughout the month.

“We looked good today,” Hoffpauir said. 
“It seems like our guys are figuring each 
other out and playing better together. We 
still have a lot of work to do to build our 
defensive presence, but we are in a good 
place closing out our summer season. Now 
it’s about getting stronger, faster, and im-
proving shooting and IQ.”

That progression has been the objec-
tive all month.

After replacing several key contributors, 
including leading scorer Brayden Burns, 
from last season’s squad, Monroe entered 
June searching for offensive rhythm and 
leadership. By the final day of summer 
competition, the Golden Tornadoes looked 
far more comfortable playing together.

Against Macon County, Monroe wasted 
little time taking command.

Armonis Jefferson scored the game’s 
first two baskets before Elijah Rivers bur-
ied a 3-pointer to stake the Tornadoes to 

a quick 7-0 advantage.
Then came an avalanche from beyond 

the arc.
Brandon Massey drilled consecutive 

3-pointers during Monroe’s explosive 
first-half run. Tristen Terry followed with 
a long-range basket, King Leverette add-
ed another and Terry connected again as 
Monroe stretched its advantage to 24-12 
before halftime.

Macon County played with much more 
energy after the break and competed even-
ly for stretches of the second half, but the 
early deficit proved too much to overcome 
as Monroe coasted to the victory.

The Golden Tornadoes were even more 
dominant earlier in the day.

Monroe overwhelmed Valley High School 
from the opening tip, building a command-
ing 38-6 halftime lead behind relentless 
defense and balanced scoring. The Tor-
nadoes never allowed Valley back into the 
contest while emptying the bench during 
the second half.

The two victories capped another pro-
ductive week for a Monroe team that has 
faced quality competition throughout June 
while continuing to blend experienced 
players with newcomers expected to play 
significant roles this winter.

Hoffpauir said the biggest improvement 
has come in the way his players are begin-
ning to trust one another offensively.

The ball movement has become crisper. 
The shot selection has improved. Most im-
portantly, players are growing more com-
fortable in their roles.

The coach isn’t ready to declare his team 
a finished product.

He believes Monroe must become more 
physical on the defensive end and continue 
improving its overall basketball IQ before 
the games begin counting.

Still, Thursday’s performance offered 
another indication that the foundation is 
taking shape.

“We’re in a good place,” Hoffpauir said. 
“Now it’s about getting stronger, faster and 
improving shooting and IQ.”

For a team still putting the pieces together, 
that’s exactly where Monroe hoped to be 
when summer basketball came to an end.

Lee County football improves during OTA with Roswell
The Lee County football coach 

wanted to know one thing: 
how his Trojans stacked up 
against one of Georgia’s best 
programs.

By the end of two days of 
OTA (Organized Team Ac-
tivities) competition against 
Roswell, Fabrizio liked what 
he saw.

“It was phenomenal work,” 
Fabrizio said. “Roswell has a 
really good football team and 
by working against them, we 
got better.”

The Hornets, who finished 
12-2 and reached the Class 
AAAAA state semifinals last sea-
son, provided exactly the kind of 
competition Lee County want-
ed before entering the GHSA’s 
mandatory “Dead Week.”

Roswell also brought a fa-
miliar look to Leesburg. Four 
former Lee County assistant 
coaches are now on the Hor-

nets’ staff, adding another layer 
of familiarity to the summer 
workouts.

For Lee County, the OTAs 
served as another checkpoint 
for a team carrying lofty expec-
tations into the 2026 season.

The Trojans return the nu-
cleus of last year’s 8-4 squad, 
including eight players already 
committed to Division I pro-
grams, with several others con-
tinuing to attract interest from 
college recruiters.

“We have a good football team 
and we are really excited about 
the coming season,” Fabrizio 
said. “However, we play in a 
division and in a region where 
there is little room for error.”

While Lee County’s roster is 
loaded with experience, Fabrizio 
believes several players have 
taken noticeable steps forward 
during summer workouts.

Quarterback Jordan Bush 
has been one of the biggest 
surprises.

“We’ve been impressed with 

By Joe Whitfield
Sports Editor

with Texas A&M commitment 
Jaden Upshaw, one of the state’s 
premier playmakers.

“Jaden will always make that 
catch,” Fabrizio said. “But he’s 
really gotten better at running 
the ball.”

Defensively, the Trojans con-
tinue to build around one of the 
area’s most experienced units.

Three-year starting lineback-
ers Greg Batson and Jace Mur-
ray return to anchor the de-
fense, while an athletic junior 
secondary consistently made 
plays against Roswell.

“Trey Bush, Champ Brown 
and KJ Streeter all made some 
big plays against Roswell,” 
Fabrizio said.

Lee County wasn’t at full 
strength. Defensive back Mon-
travius Clay continues to re-
cover from an injury, while 
Clemson-bound tight end Carter 
Blackwell sat out after receiv-
ing stitches.

Even with so much return-
ing talent, Fabrizio insists that 

few starting jobs have been 
secured.

“There is still a lot of time 
this summer to work,” he said. 
“We believe in competition, 
and our guys will compete for 
those spots and playing time. 
July is about improving and 
getting ready.”

That competition has become 
one of the trademarks of Lee 
County’s program.

The Trojans expect every po-
sition to be earned, not given, 
and the coaching staff plans 
to continue evaluating play-
ers when practice resumes af-
ter the Fourth of July holiday 
weekend.

For now, the players get a brief 
break during the GHSA’s an-
nual “Dead Week,” seven days 
when coaches are prohibited 
from conducting workouts or 
practices.

When they return, the focus 
shifts from summer develop-
ment to preparing for a season 
filled with high expectations.

Staff Photo: Joe Whitfield
Dougherty’s Jayden Nelson battles against Lee 
County’s Kam Franklin during Thursday’s summer 
game at Sumter County High School in Americus. 

By Joe Whitfield
Sports Editor
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Three-point barrage powers Monroe

Staff Photo: Joe Whitfield
Monroe’s Tristen Terry lays up two points 
during Thursday’s game against Valley 
High School during summer games at 
Sumter County High School.

By Joe Whitfield
Sports Editor

Special Photo: race Smith/IndyStar
Phoenix Mercury forward Alyssa Thomas, center, and Indiana Fever guard Caitlin Clark become 
entangled during Wednesday night’s WNBA game in Indianapolis. The league later suspended 
Thomas for one game after upgrading an uncalled play to a Flagrant 2 foul.

terly disrespectful,” White said.
The teams also had played a 

testy contest two nights earlier 
in which a combined six tech-
nical fouls were called during 
Indiana’s 86-77 victory.

Thomas, 34, is a six-time 

All-Star. She is in her second 
season with the Mercury after 
playing 11 campaigns with the 
Connecticut Sun.

Thomas is averaging 14.7 
points, 8.4 assists and 6.6 re-
bounds in 18 games this season.

Clark exited Wednesday’s 
game with 5:15 left in the third 
quarter due to back issues.

Clark, 24, is averaging a ca-
reer-high 21.2 points, 8.2 as-
sists and 4.0 rebounds through 
17 games this season. 

Jordan Bush at quarterback,” 
Fabrizio said. “He has always 
been a great athlete, but his 

passing has really improved.”
Bush will have plenty of weap-

ons at his disposal, beginning 
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Turkey stuns U.S. team, 3-2, but Americans advance
Kaan Ayhan scored on almost the last 

kick of the match in the eighth minute 
of second-half stoppage time as Turkey 
stunned a makeshift U.S. team 3-2 in 
Inglewood, Calif., on Thursday in the 
final World Cup Group D match.

Ayhan was in front of the net to poke 
in the ball as the U.S. scrambled to cover.

Sebastian Berhalter produced a goal 
and an assist for the U.S. (2-1-0, 7 
points), who failed in a bid to win all 
three group matches at a World Cup for 
the first time. Turkey (1-2-0, 3 points) 
led 2-1 at halftime.

The result did not matter for either 
team.

The U.S. won their first two matches 
to advance, and they will face Bosnia 
and Herzegovina in the round of 32 on 
July 1 in Santa Clara, Calif. Turkey was 
eliminated after losing 2-0 to Austra-
lia and 1-0 to Paraguay despite taking 
a combined 62 shots.

In a U.S. lineup that had nine new 
starters from the team’s 2-0 win over 
Australia on June 19, Auston Trusty 
scored in the third minute off a corner 
kick by Berhalter. Midfielder Weston 
McKennie and forward Ricardo Pepi 
were the lone holdovers in the U.S. 
lineup.

Turkey finally got their first goal of 
the tournament in the 10th minute 
when Arda Guler, a 21-year-old star 
for Real Madrid, tied it 1-1, and Baris 
Alper Yilmaz made it 2-1 in the 31st.

The U.S. took the early lead when 
Trusty one-touched an in-swinger 
from the left side by Berhalter, whip-
ping a shot to the near post for his first 

Five Braves advance in All-Star voting
ATLANTA — Even amid 

a difficult stretch on the field, 
the Atlanta Braves continue to 
dominate in the voting booth.

Five Braves advanced to the 
final phase of fan voting for the 
2026 Major League Baseball 
All-Star Game, highlighted by 
catcher Drake Baldwin and 
first baseman Matt Olson, as 
Phase 1 results were announced 
Thursday.

Joining Baldwin and Olson 
as finalists are second baseman 
Ozzie Albies and outfielders 
Ronald Acuña Jr. and Michael 
Harris II. Only the defending 
World Series champion Los 
Angeles Dodgers placed more 
finalists in the National League.

The final round of voting be-
gan Monday and runs through 
noon on July 2. Winners will 
be announced July 4, with the 
2026 All-Star Game scheduled 
for July 14 at Philadelphia’s 

Citizens Bank Park.
Perhaps no Braves player 

has made a bigger leap than 
Baldwin.

Baldwin’s first half was good 
enough to withstand a rough 
finish. Before a strained oblique 
sent him to the injured list for 
nearly a month, the reigning 
National League Rookie of the 
Year had established himself 
as one of baseball’s top catch-
ers. He’s hitting .268 with 14 
home runs, 39 RBIs and an .835 
OPS overall, though he’s still 
searching for his swing since 
returning on June 16.

Standing in his way is Los 
Angeles Dodgers catcher Will 
Smith, who remains on the 
injured list with a neck strain 
but still finished second in 
the voting.

Olson is looking for his fourth 
All-Star selection after put-
ting together another pow-
er-filled season. The former 
Parkview High School stand-

Media Reports

File Photo
Atlanta Braves outfielder Ronald Acuna Jr is one of five 
Braves players who have advanced to the second round 
of Major Leagues Baseball’s All-Star voting.

Four Tech players 
named All-American

ATLANTA — Georgia Tech’s 
record-breaking baseball sea-
son continued to earn nation-
al recognition Thursday as 
the Yellow Jackets placed a 
nation-leading four players 
on D1 Baseball’s All-America 
teams, including three first-
team selections.

Outfielder Drew Burress, 
catcher Vahn Lackey and third 
baseman Ryan Zuckerman 
were named first-team All-
Americans, while second base-
man Jarren Advincula earned 
second-team honors. No other 
program had more first-team 
position players than Georgia 
Tech, which claimed three of 
the 10 first-team spots.

The honors cap one of the 
finest seasons in school history 
after the Yellow Jackets won 
the ACC regular-season and 
tournament championships, 
advanced to the College World 
Series and finished among the 
nation’s elite.

Burress continued to cement 
his legacy as one of the great-
est players in Georgia Tech 
history.

The Houston County product 
became the first Yellow Jacket 
to earn first-team All-America 
honors in each season of his 
collegiate career and now owns 
a school-record 12 first-team 
All-America selections from 
the sport’s major publications, 
surpassing former Tech great 
Jason Varitek.

Burress also became just the 
second player in program his-
tory to be a unanimous first-
team All-American by all six 
major organizations in the 
same season, joining Kevin 
Parada in 2022.

The junior hit .358 with a 
.473 on-base percentage and 
a .657 slugging percentage 
while setting Georgia Tech’s 
career home run record with 
60. He added 22 doubles, three 
triples and 16 home runs this 
season while scoring a career-
high 82 runs.

Behind the plate, Lackey 
developed into one of the na-
tion’s premier catchers.

The Suwanee native bat-
ted .397 with 20 home runs, 
78 RBIs and 85 runs scored 

while capturing ACC Defen-
sive Player of the Year hon-
ors. His .397 batting average 
led all Division I catchers, and 
his powerful throwing arm 
continued to discourage op-
ponents from attempting to 
steal bases.

Lackey also helped guide 
Georgia Tech’s pitching staff 
to the lowest ERA in ACC con-
ference games.

Zuckerman earned the first 
first-team All-America honor 
of his career after enjoying a 
breakout season at third base.

The Pennsylvania native 
slugged 23 home runs, tied 
for the fifth-highest single-
season total in school histo-
ry, while batting .345 with 79 
RBIs and 71 runs scored. He 
also earned ACC Tournament 
Most Valuable Player honors 
after homering three times 
during the conference cham-
pionship.

Advincula, despite landing 
on the second team this time, 
completed one of the most re-
markable offensive seasons in 
college baseball.

The Santa Clara, California, 
native led all Division I play-
ers with 111 hits and batted 
.434, tying Jay Payton for the 
highest single-season batting 
average in Georgia Tech his-
tory among players with at 
least 200 at-bats.

Advincula recorded at least 
one hit in 57 of 61 games and 
produced the second-longest 
hitting streak in program his-
tory at 29 games while strik-
ing out only 16 times in 256 
at-bats.

The quartet spearheaded one 
of the nation’s most explosive 
offenses and helped Georgia 
Tech produce one of its most 
successful seasons in decades.

The Yellow Jackets finished 
with four first-team All-Amer-
icans for the first time since 
1994, matching a program 
record established by Jason 
Varitek, Nomar Garciaparra, 
Jay Payton and Brad Rigby.

The latest honors further 
underscore what was already 
evident throughout the spring: 
Georgia Tech fielded one of the 
nation’s deepest and most tal-
ented teams, with four players 
now recognized among college 
baseball’s very best.
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Tony’s Take: Dusty May’s incredible rise
Michigan to Dallas.  When 

Dusty May became a stu-
dent manager for Indiana 
Hoosier legend Bob Knight 
in 1996, I’m certain he did 
not think he would be a na-
tional champion head coach 
30 years later.  In addition 
to winning a naty this year, 
May is now head coach of 
the NBA Dallas Mavericks. 

May will be the third na-
tional champion college coach 
to depart for the Associa-
tion, following cutting down 
the nets in March Madness.  
Larry Brown, Kansas, made 
the jump in 1988, and Billy 
Donovan bolted Florida after 
winning back-to-back titles 
for the greener pastures of 
the NBA. 

Given the landscape of the 
NIL NCAA and transfer por-
tal, I can’t imagine May will 
be the first to make the jump 
when the opportunity aris-
es.  May is a prime example 
of how the new version of 
college sports allows one to 
rebuild a roster into a cham-
pion overnight.  That being 
said, this version of the wild 
west can be described as feast 
or famine.  As quickly as one 
builds a championship roster, 
a bad pickup in talent or poor 
chemistry can weigh down a 
squad, keeping a team from 
meeting its potential. 

May has demonstrated he 

is an elite head coach, but 
so much of coaching suc-
cess comes from the jimmies 
and the joes, not the X’s and 
O’s.  May will inherit Duke 
product Cooper Flagg as the 
foundation of the Mavericks’ 
future.  Given Dusty May’s 
temperament, as long as the 
Mavericks brass brings in 
talent to complement Flagg, 
he will enjoy success in the 
professional ranks. 

Path.  Dusty May’s path to 
the NBA is nothing short of 
remarkable.  ESPN published 
an article on June 22, 2026, 
that chronicles May’s climb 
to the Association. From stu-
dent manager in the BIG10 
to video coordinator at USC, 
which led to assistant coach-
ing stops at Eastern Michi-
gan, Murray (KY) State, Ala-
bama-Birmingham, Louisiana 
Tech, and Florida (’15 - ‘18) 
while UGA head coach Mike 
White led the Gators. 

Dusty emerged as a ris-
ing star in the college bas-
ketball coaching ranks fol-
lowing his improbable run 
as head coach at Florida At-
lantic.  For those who enjoy a 
March Madness Cinderella, 
May led #9 seed FAU to the 
Final Four in 2023.  May’s 
back-to-back season records 
of 35 - 4 and 25 - 9 at FAU 
opened the door for him to 
come full circle and return 
to the BIG10 at Michigan.  
May’s last four seasons as 

an intercollegiate basketball 
coach were an impressive 
124 wins against 26 losses. 
That was a remarkable run. 

P.S.  Michigan’s AD should 
crawl on all fours to hire 
Billy Donovan. 

What?  @SBJ (Sports Busi-
ness on X) has the tweet of 
the week.  “(The University 
of) Louisville athletics ex-
pects to run a record defi-
cit of about $30 million in 
FY27, its fifth negative bal-
ance in eight years.   

The projected deficit is 
$18.8 million higher than 
the department’s $11.2 mil-
lion deficit in FY26.”. 

It makes you wonder if the 
U of L Board of Trustees con-
sists of members of the U.S. 
Congress. 

Milestone.  I can’t say I en-
visioned that I would write 
100 editions of Tony’s Take 
when my first column ran 
in the Sports Page of the Al-
bany Herald in July 2024. 
While I had been involved 
in sports most of my life, 
including three decades in 
intercollegiate athletics, I 
had never written a sports 
column.  Like it or not, here 
we are two years removed 
from my first edition until 
the century mark.   

There are times when it is 
a challenge to come up with 
topic(s).  I will say writing this 
column is a highlight of my 
week.  I begin putting “pen 

to paper” on Monday eve-
nings with a Tuesday evening 
round of adding the finish-
ing touches to the column.  
I let the column rest over-
night, and early Wednesday 
morning, I reread the column 
and make a few edits before I 
email the finished product to 
Sports Editor Joe Whitfield. 

I have no idea how many 
locals read my takes, but I 
do enjoy the comments some 
make to me in the commu-
nity and the occasional email 
about the topics I write.  I 
appreciate the platform the 
Albany Herald provides this 
Maconite weekly, and I will 
continue to work to provide 
meaningful content to our 
local newspaper. 

Follow Tony Duckworth 
on the X platform at @tony-
duckworthsr or email him 
at tonduckworthsr@gmail.
com. Duckworth is a native 
of Macon and is the Presi-
dent and CEO of the Albany 
Area YMCA.

By Tony Duckworth
tonyduckworthsr@gmail.com

Special Photo: Kirby Lee-Imagn Images
United States goalkeeper Matt Turner stretches to make a save as Turkey’s Arda 
Guler attacks the goal during Thursday’s World Cup Group D match in Ingle-
wood, Calif. Turkey scored in second-half stoppage time to hand the U.S. a 3-2 
loss.

Lee County.
After falling behind 10-0, 

the Trojans chipped away 
before surviving a dramat-
ic finish. Lee County forced 
sudden-death overtime when 
Kayden Drake followed his 
own missed free throw for the 
tying basket as time expired, 
but Dougherty responded with 
the only basket in overtime to 
escape with a 37-35 victory.

For Noel, the wins were en-
couraging. The inconsistency, 
however, remains the focus.

The Trojans flashed the of-

fensive firepower that made 
them dangerous a season 
ago. They also experienced 
the scoring droughts and de-
fensive lapses that can erase 
double-digit leads.

Those moments are exactly 
why June exists.

“There are moments when 
we look like a state champi-
onship contender,” Noel said, 
“and there are moments when 
we still look young.”

By the end of the month, 
Dougherty had shown both. 
Noel believes the next step 
is making sure one appears 
far more often than the oth-
er when the season begins 
this winter.

TROJAN
From 9A

out has clubbed 20 home runs, 
driven in 52 runs and owns an 
.870 OPS, his best offensive 
numbers since his 54-homer 
campaign in 2023.

His competition is familiar.
Freddie Freeman, the long-

time Braves star now with the 

Dodgers, led National League 
first basemen in Phase 1 vot-
ing after batting .282 with 13 
home runs and 43 RBIs. Free-
man has started five of the last 
seven National League All-Star 
Games at first base.

Albies also advanced af-

ter enjoying one of his best 
offensive seasons in recent 
years. The switch-hitting sec-
ond baseman has raised his 
OPS by more than 100 points 
from last season while hitting 
12 home runs and providing 
steady defense. He will square 
off against Philadelphia Phil-
lies second baseman Bryson 
Stott for the starting job.

The Braves also have two 
outfield finalists, though only 
one appears likely to play.

Acuña finished among the top 
three National League outfield 
vote-getters despite suffering 
a Grade 1 left hamstring strain 
earlier this month. The five-
time All-Star and 2023 Na-
tional League Most Valuable 
Player is expected to remain 
sidelined through the All-Star 
break, making it unlikely he’ll 
participate even if fans elect 
him as a starter.

If Acuña is unable to play, it 
could open the door for Harris.

After struggling through an 
injury-plagued 2025 season, the 
former National League Rookie 
of the Year has bounced back 
impressively. Harris is batting 
.306 with 14 home runs, 42 
RBIs and an .850 OPS while 
once again flashing Gold Glove-
caliber defense in center field.

While Braves fans celebrated 
five finalists, National League 
designated hitter Shohei Ohtani 
of the Dodgers automatically 
earned a starting spot after 
receiving a league-high 3.34 
million votes. Toronto Blue 
Jays second baseman Ernie 
Clement was the American 
League’s leading vote-getter 
and also secured an automatic 
starting berth.

Phase 1 vote totals no longer 
matter, however. Every finalist 
begins Phase 2 with zero votes, 
giving Braves fans another op-
portunity to send one of base-
ball’s largest contingents to the 
Midsummer Classic.

Field Level Media

goal in 10 career matches for the na-
tional team.

However, the new-look U.S. lineup 
looked disjointed, and Guler soon found 
space and scored off a pass by Yilmaz.

A minute after a potential Mark McK-
enzie goal from another set piece was 
called offside to deny a 2-1 U.S. lead, 
Turkey completed a nice combination 
play with a goal. Orkun Kokcu took a 
shot that nicked off Yilmaz and went 
past Matt Turner, the 2022 World Cup 
starter who sat the first two matches 
in favor of Matt Freese.

Berhalter tied it 2-2 in the 49th min-
ute after Turkey was unable to clear 

following a long throw-in. He was at 
the top of the box to lace a shot inside 
the left post.

Crucial for the U.S. was the return 
of Christian Pulisic from a left calf in-
jury, as the star winger entered in the 
58th minute in place of Timothy Weah. 
Pulisic left at halftime of the opener 
against Paraguay and did not play vs. 
Australia.

Four minutes later, Pulisic got behind 
the defense, forcing a save by Ugurcan 
Cakir. Less than two minutes after that, 
a ball to Pulisic went off his shin and 
Cakir stretched to make a fingertip 
save at the top right corner.

Tony Duckworth
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Special Photo: Statepoint

New research shows how root canal 
treatment helps protect your whole body

(StatePoint) Root canal 
treatment is not only a tooth-
saving procedure that pre-
serves smiles and improves 
dental health, new research 
suggests that it can have far-
reaching medical benefits 
that impact the entire body.

While it’s long been known 
that some untreated dental 
infections can be associated 
with an increased risk of heart 
disease and diabetes, the posi-
tive impacts of treatment have 
not been as well studied. In 
order to understand how a 
successful root canal treat-
ment can benefit heart and 
metabolic health, a team of 
researchers at King’s College 
London tracked changes in 
the blood chemistry of pa-
tients who had undergone the 
procedure due to the com-
mon dental infection, apical 
periodontitis. What they dis-
covered was improved glu-
cose metabolism, a key fac-
tor in preventing diabetes, 
better lipid profiles, which 
are linked to heart health, 
and reduced inflammation.

The reason that root canal 
treatment is so effective is 
that during the procedure, 
the endodontist removes 
inflamed or infected pulp, 
carefully cleans and shapes 
the inside of the root canal, 
then fills and seals the space. 
By doing so, they are stop-
ping the spread of infection 
and preventing harmful bac-
teria from entering the blood-
stream.

“When you experience 
symptoms of swelling or pain 
indicating an infection, it’s 
important to act immedi-
ately by making an appoint-
ment with an endodontist 
to save your tooth and pro-
tect your body,” says Dr. W. 
Craig Noblett, president of 
the American Association of 
Endodontists (AAE).

More information about 
dental symptoms and the 
benefits of root canal treat-
ment can be found by visit-
ing https://www.aae.org/
patients/, the patient edu-
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announcements

Rebecca Thrower Peak, lov-
ingly known as “Red” by many 
who knew her, passed away 
peacefully at her home on June 
19, 2026. Rebecca received 
her high school diploma from 
Westover High School. She 
leaves behind a legacy of 
kindness, laughter, and open 
doors that will forever live on in 
the hearts of those who knew 
and loved her.

Rebecca was born on July 
24, 1952, to the late Ralph and 
Ann Thrower. She was a rare 
and beautiful soul who truly 
never met a stranger. With her 
warm spirit and compassionate 
heart, she welcomed everyone 
into her life as if they were 
family. She had a deep love 
for animals and a special gift 
for bringing people together, 
earning the admiration and 
affection of many throughout 
her life.  She also found joy in 
her favorite television show, 
In the Heat of the Night, and 
recently developed a fondness 
for NCIS television series. 

A familiar and friendly face 
in the community, Rebecca 
found joy in connecting with 
others through her work. She 
spent many wonderful years at 
Savelle Jewelers and Sunshine 
Travel Agency, and later at 
Lowe’s, where she eventually 
retired. Her dedication to 
service extended beyond her 
career, as she was a devoted 
Charter Member of the Albany 
Evening Lions Club. Through 
her involvement, she played 
an instrumental role in raising 
funds to provide essential 
vision services to those in 
need.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents; her brothers, 
Ralph Thrower and his wife, 
Barbara, and Russell Thrower; 
and her sister, Elaine Thrower.

Rebecca’s memory will be 
forever cherished by her son, 
Chris Peak and his fiancée, 
Yulia Panchenko; her daughter-
in-law, Jennifer Peak; her sis-
ter, Linda Billings; her sister-in-
law, Liz Thrower; and a loving 
circle of nieces, nephews, and 
dear friends, including Pam 
Hentschel, Debi Griffin, and 
her childhood friend, Nancy 
Washburn.

Rebecca’s warmth, gener-
osity, and vibrant personality 
will be deeply missed but never 
forgotten.

A memorial gathering to 
honor her life will be announced 
at a later date.

Ms. Rebecca  “Red” 
Thrower Peak

Leola Harpe Rabon, 93, died 
on Monday, June 22, 2026. 
Known as “Ma” to the many 
that loved her, she was born in 
Rowena, Ga., on April 5, 1934. 
Her parents were Hubert Harpe 
and Bernice Meadows Harpe, 
both of Rowena, Ga. 

She graduated from Arling-
ton High School in 1951. Her 
37-year career spanned South-
ern Bell, BellSouth Corporation, 
and AT&T.  She retired in 1989
from AT&T.

 She lived in Edison, Ga., at 
Willowood Assisted Living since 
December 2021. 

She was preceded in death 
by her husband Billy Rabon, 
grandson Blake Lusk, and two 
sisters - Lillian Harpe of Albany, 
Ga., and Lylia Bailey of St. 
Augustine, Fla.

She is survived by her 
daughter Cindy Rabon of Lees-
burg, Ga., and grandson Scott 
Lusk and his partner Sean 
Spivey, of Washington, D.C., 
and Rehoboth Beach, Del. 

She was a member of Arling-
ton Baptist Church, where she 
volunteered for many years in 
the nursery.

A private burial service was 
held on Friday, June 26, 2026, 
at 11:00 AM at Oak Grove 
Cemetery in Arlington, Ga., 
with her long-time friend Pastor 
Selinda Wakefield of Gethse-
mane Freewill Baptist Church 
officiating. 

The family would like to 
thank Becky Butler and Selinda 
Wakefield for helping care for 
Ma in her final months and 
days.

Leola Rabon (Harpe) 

Rebecca Thrower Peak, lov-
ingly known as “Red” by many 
who knew her, passed away 
peacefully at her home on June 
19, 2026. Rebecca received 
her high school diploma from 
Westover High School. She 
leaves behind a legacy of 
kindness, laughter, and open 
doors that will forever live on in 
the hearts of those who knew 
and loved her.

Rebecca was born on July 
24, 1952, to the late Ralph and 
Ann Thrower. She was a rare 
and beautiful soul who truly 
never met a stranger. With her 
warm spirit and compassionate 
heart, she welcomed everyone 
into her life as if they were 
family. She had a deep love 
for animals and a special gift 
for bringing people together, 
earning the admiration and 
affection of many throughout 
her life.  She also found joy in 
her favorite television show, 
In the Heat of the Night, and 
recently developed a fondness 
for NCIS television series. 

A familiar and friendly face 
in the community, Rebecca 
found joy in connecting with 
others through her work. She 
spent many wonderful years at 
Savelle Jewelers and Sunshine 
Travel Agency, and later at 
Lowe’s, where she eventually 
retired. Her dedication to 
service extended beyond her 
career, as she was a devoted 
Charter Member of the Albany 
Evening Lions Club. Through 
her involvement, she played 
an instrumental role in raising 
funds to provide essential 
vision services to those in 
need.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents; her brothers, 
Ralph Thrower and his wife, 
Barbara, and Russell Thrower; 
and her sister, Elaine Thrower.

Rebecca’s memory will be 
forever cherished by her son, 
Chris Peak and his fiancée, 
Yulia Panchenko; her daughter-
in-law, Jennifer Peak; her sis-
ter, Linda Billings; her sister-in-
law, Liz Thrower; and a loving 
circle of nieces, nephews, and 
dear friends, including Pam 
Hentschel, Debi Griffin, and 
her childhood friend, Nancy 
Washburn.

Rebecca’s warmth, gener-
osity, and vibrant personality 
will be deeply missed but never 
forgotten.

A memorial gathering to 
honor her life will be announced 
at a later date.

Ms. Rebecca  “Red” 
Thrower Peak

Rejoice always, 
pray continually, 
give thanks in all 

circumstances; for this 
is God’s will for you 

in Christ Jesus.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

cation site of the AAE.
“We now have a deeper un-

derstanding than ever before 
of how intrinsically linked 
oral health care and overall 
health truly are. This under-
standing serves to reinforce 
the importance of a whole-
body approach to care that 
helps protect smiles and pre-
vent systemic complications,” 
says Dr. Noblett.

Volunteers of America
Southeast

The Millennium Center –
Cuthbert, GA

Women’s Recovery & 
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ACROSS
1 “Heated Rivalry” 

co-star Williams
7 Mountain goat 

with long horns
11 Pigpen
14 Boxer’s punch 

combo
15 The whole __ 

yards
16 Red letters?
17 Old 45, perhaps
19 Male turkey
20 Dark deeds
21 Oscar winner 

Malek
22 Population fig., 

often
23 Hard to track 

down
24 Hiker’s 

annoyance
27 Put points on the 

board
29 African American 

folk magic
30 More than wants
34 Preppy tops
35 Lucky purchase, 

one hopes
39 Sherri’s twin on 

“The Simpsons”
40 “Stuart Little” 

actress Davis
41 Writer/editor Dave 

who founded 
McSweeney’s 
Publishing

43 X-ray follow-up, 
perhaps

48 Yen for adventure
52 “__ from New 

York ... !”
53 Singer DiFranco
54 “__ not see that 

coming”
55 Desert refuge
56 Game system 

with Nunchuk 
controllers

57 “Never mind!,” 
or what could 
be said about 
17-, 24-, 35-, or 
48-Across

59 Braying animal
60 Person named in 

a will
61 Orange snack 

puff
62 Emerald or ruby
63 Greek peak
64 Female sibling

DOWN
1 Watches 

overprotectively

2 Pioneering 
mainframe

3 Robert of “Killers 
of the Flower 
Moon”

4 Salon tool
5 Hooting birds
6 Neither partner
7 Native Peruvians
8 Ecosystem
9 Make more 

nutritious, say
10 Crossed through, 

with “out”
11 Stands by
12 Sound from a 

choo choo train
13 “Delish!”
18 Directional ending
22 Kindle unit
24 Notion, in French
25 Hanna-

Barbera feline 
who hatched 
schemes in an 
alley

26 Greek goddess 
of the dawn

28 Whole
31 Rowing machine, 

colloquially
32 Henna, for one
33 Fr. holy woman
35 Core-engaging 

exercise
36 Living creature

37 Rome’s __ 
Fountain

38 Creep (along)
39 Vietnamese New 

Year
42 Pie servings
44 Lists of 

candidates
45 Non-LGBTQ+ 

portmanteau
46 Fly a plane
47 “The Morning 

Show” actor 
Carbonell

49 Actor Elba
50 Small crown
51 Chi. summer  

hrs.
55 “Fancy meeting 

you here!”
56 Move like a 

happy pooch’s 
tail

57 “Dexter: 
Resurrection” 
airer, for short

58 Includes on an 
email

Albany 
Classifieds

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE

Cemetary Lots 
for sale

For Sale: 5 burial plots in
Riverside I Cemetery. $2500 text
770-883-5145

SERVICE 
DIRECTORY

Health

PRIVATE CAREGIVER
Do you need a private
sitter to care for your love
ones in their home?

Call (229) 809-4271

Home Repair/
Remodeling

   ENHANCED
REMODELING 
& DRYWALL

 Drywall Repair Services
 Popcorn Removal
 Level 5 Drywall Finish
 Water Damage Repair
 Texture Matching
 Tape & Float
 Moldy Drywall Repair
 Demolition

WE DO SMALL 
AND BIG JOBS!

229-364-2997
Hernandez

912-432-3016
Residential-Commercial-Renovations

PAINTING 
AND HOME

REPAIR
Tile work, 

popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.

Just one call, 
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES

 229-349-5475

MERCHANDISE

Good Things to Eat
BLUEBERRIES U-Pick $10
We Pick $20 per gal. 2730
Leary Rd, Albany Mon-Sat
7am-7pm. May 30–July 4
FMI 229-869-1409 Barry

Miscellaneous 
for sale

For Sale: 1 Burial Plot in
Riverside-Oakview Cemetery.
$550. Call 229-439-4728 or
229-886-1359

JOBS

Full-Time
Fire Fighting Pilot for
Thrush Aircraft, LLC in
Albany, GA. Pilot fixed-wing
aircraft as Pilot in
Command to deliver newly
manufactured aircraft to
international customer loca-
tions worldwide, including
pre-flight planning, route
analysis, weather evalua-
tion, fuel planning, &
compliance with applicable
aviation regs & operational
procedures. Provide ground
& flight instruction to
customer pilots on aircraft
operations, including simu-
lator training, aircraft sys-
tems, standard & emer-
gency procedures, &
specialized operational
training programs such as
aerial firefighting, mountain-
ous terrain operations, &
train-the-trainer instruction.
Req: 5 years of experience
in Fire Fighting Piloting. Mail
resume to Thrush Aircraft,
LLC at 300 Old Pretoria Rd.
Albany, GA 31721.
IRRIGATION TECH needed
for a small irrigation co.
Must have driver's license
and be willing to learn. Call
Tommy at 229-603-1373.

Full-Time
Substance Use 

Services Director

Program Director needed
for managing the daily
operations of a substance
use treatment program in
Cuthbert, GA. Minimum
requirements include a
Bachelor’s Degree in a
related field and CAC Level
II (or Master’s + CAC Level
I), 5+ years working with
individuals with substance
use disorders and at least 1
year of supervisory
experience. For more
information and application
instructions, go to
www.voase.org/careers.
EOE/Drug Free Workplace/
E-Verify.
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Americans prepare to celebrate country’s 250th anniversary

WASHINGTON — Parties, 
protests, displays of historic 
documents, odes to the Found-
ing Fathers — and a massive 
political rally by the president 
— will mark a deeply polarized 
nation’s 250th anniversary on 
this Fourth of July.

Pomp and circumstance will 
abound for the semiquincen-
tennial as the similarly named 
America250 and Freedom 250 
celebrations offer different 
slates of programming on In-
dependence Day and beyond. 

A countdown and ball drop will 
ring in the holiday in the eight 
time zones across the United 
States and its territories. The 
milestone birthday bash will 
close with an “unprecedented 
pyrotechnic spectacle” in the 
skies above the National Mall. 

In Philadelphia, a time cap-
sule, to be opened in 2276, 
will be buried beneath Inde-
pendence National Historic 
Park. The capsule contains 
contributions from each state 
and territory; sports memo-
rabilia, including an Olympic 
gold medal; a 1GB digital ar-
chive from the Library of Con-
gress; and a pocket Constitu-
tion signed by each Supreme 

Court justice, among hundreds 
of other items.

Visitors to the nation’s capital 
can watch and anyone across 
the country, and the world, 
can tune in to a live dramatic 
reading of the Declaration of 
Independence at 10 a.m. at 
the National Archives.

The public also will be invited 
to seldom-accessible spaces. 
The Federal Circuit Center for 
Innovation & Law will open its 
doors July 3. Guests, who must 
register ahead, will get the rare 
opportunity to don a judge’s 
robe and take part in a mock 
trial inside the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Federal Cir-
cuit’s courtrooms. 

Two separate celebrations of 
America’s big year are similarly 
named but feature vastly dif-
fering programs that stretch 
beyond Independence Day.

America250, a 24-member 
bipartisan commission created 
by Congress a decade ago, has 
spearheaded nationwide initia-
tives for school students, cor-
porate employees and young 
entrepreneurs.

The commission has orga-
nized plenty of July Fourth 
happenings, including the ball 
drops, time capsule burial and 
simultaneous block parties in 
Charleston, S.C.; Fort Camp-

By Ashley Murray
Georgia Recorder

Special Photo: Ashley Murray/States Newsroomvia Georgia Recorder
A 250th anniversary flag is displayed on the Dwight D. Eisen-
hower Executive Office Building, location of the vice presi-
dent’s office, on 17th Street NW in Washington, D.C.

Should we be worried about screwworms?

ATHENS -- The New World 
screwworm is attempting a 
comeback on U.S. soil. It’s 
not a welcome one.

Screwworms are the larval 
stage of a parasitic fly that 
lays eggs in open wounds or 
body cavities of any warm-
blooded animal. (Yes, that 
includes the eyes, mouth, 
ears and other body open-
ings.) The maggots burrow 
into and feed on the flesh of 
their host, feasting on their 
tissues.

“Speaking as a scientist and 
an animal lover, I would just 
as soon eradicate screwworms 
from the face of the Earth,” 
Nancy Hinkle, a professor 
in the University of Geor-
gia College of Agricultural 
and Environmental Sciences, 
said. Hinkle is also the UGA 
Cooperative Extension vet-
erinary entomologist for the 
state of Georgia.

Screwworms had been pres-
ent in the U.S. since the mid-
1800s. Every year, screw-
worm flies were transported 
north as far as Nebraska and 
surrounding states as people 
moved cattle across state lines.

The federal government 
eradicated the species state-
side by the 1960s and collab-
orated with Latin American 
governments to destroy the 
pest all the way to Panama.

But it maintained a strong-
hold in countries further south. 
The June 3 detection of a 
screwworm in a calf in Tex-
as marks the first time in 
decades that the parasite 
was spotted on the Ameri-
can mainland.

As the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture once again ramps 
up its response to what could 
become a rapidly spreading 
threat, Hinkle answers press-
ing questions about what the 
screwworm is and whether 
we should be worried about 
its return.

Screwworms eat living flesh. 
And this can essentially be 
any warm-blooded animal.

Cats, dogs, pigs, chickens, 
rodents, possums, raccoons, 
white-tailed deer, coyotes, fox-
es — any animal that you can 
name that’s warm-blooded in 
the Southeast is a potential 
host for the screwworm. The 
population of screwworms 
could explode rapidly.

Even if you don’t have pets, 
cattle or horses, or if you’re 
not worried about wildlife, 
you should be concerned for 
yourself because they can 
also infest humans.

Most people will avoid this. 
We brush away flies that ap-
proach us.

By  Leigh Hataway
UGA/CAES

bell, Ky.; and Milwaukee.
America250 also will host 

a benefit concert at the Los 
Angeles Memorial Coliseum, 
which will feature Chris Staple-
ton and the Smashing Pump-
kins. Tickets are $17.76, and 
all proceeds go to nonprofit or-
ganizations to kick off “Giving 
4th,” a nationwide initiative to 
promote mid-year donations.

It is all separate from Presi-
dent Trump’s plans for 2026. 
Days after beginning his sec-
ond term, Trump issued an 
executive order creating Task 
Force 250, resulting in White 

House-led programming known 
as Freedom 250.

America250 Chair Rosie 
Rios said the parallel initia-
tives are a collaboration to 
balance events in the nation’s 
capital and beyond.

“You see a lot of activities 
that the administration is plan-
ning in D.C. It was our agree-
ment that we would focus on 
‘sea to shining sea,’ and still 
obviously have opportunities 
for all Americans to partici-
pate across the board,” Rios, 
who served as U.S. treasurer 
under the Obama administra-

tion, said. 
The White House initiative 

will take over the National Mall. 
As part of the Freedom 250 

lineup, Trump will visit North 
Dakota on July 1 ahead of the 
Theodore Roosevelt Presidential 
Library opening set for July 3.

A Freedom 250 firework dis-
play at Mount Rushmore in 
South Dakota also is sched-
uled for the eve of Indepen-
dence Day.

Attendees can also expect 
to see an increased Nation-
al Guard presence as part of 
the administration’s “sum-
mer surge.”

On Aug. 22-23, motorsports 
will come to the capital for 
the Freedom 250 Grand Prix, 
where an NIT IndyCar Series 
race will follow a 1.7 mile circuit 
“through the National Mall and 
surrounding city streets,” ac-
cording to the event’s website.

Rios said America250 also 
has an “after-the-fireworks 
strategy.”

They include a private guid-
ed tour of the Kennedy Space 
Center in Cape Canaveral, Fla.; 
Mount Rushmore National 
Memorial in South Dakota; 
or Yellowstone National Park 
in Montana and Wyoming, 
among other choices.

The commission is also aim-
ing to make 2026 the “largest 

year of volunteer hours ever 
recorded by our country,” Rios 
said. A counter on the com-
mission’s website displays the 
number of “America Gives” 
hours tracked, and Rios will 
announce a grand total on New 
Year’s Eve in Times Square.

“We’ve had great stakehold-
ers who’ve already made their 
pledges. Coca-Cola, for exam-
ple, made a pledge for 250,000 
volunteer hours. Not to be out-
done, Rob Manfred from Ma-
jor League Baseball says, ‘Well, 
we’re going to do 250,000 vol-
unteer hours,’” Rios said, re-
ferring to the baseball com-
missioner.

Not all Americans are feel-
ing celebratory. 

A coalition of organizers, led 
by those who spearheaded the 
2017 Women’s March, will 
host a nationwide mobiliza-
tion event June 27 demand-
ing change for America’s next 
250 years.

Progressive groups includ-
ing the 50501 movement, All 
of U.S. 250, Next 250 and Get 
Free are expecting up to 5,000 
people at a flagship march 
near the White House and 
thousands more at teach-ins, 
faith events, art installations, 
marches and cultural events 
at 80 locations throughout 
the U.S.
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Screwworms are the larval stage of a parasitic fly that lays 
eggs in open wounds or body cavities of any warm-blood-
ed animal.

one time that she mates, she 
mates with a male that does 
not have viable sperm, then 
her eggs will never hatch.

So they sterilize male flies 
and then release them to mate 
with the females. Eventual-
ly, after mating with a sterile 
male fly, the female will die, 
leaving no offspring behind to 
carry on the next generation.

That’s right. It worked. We 
eradicated the screwworm 
from North America, and we 
can do it again.

I have faith in the process. 
But we have to hire enough 
people to have inspections of 

cattle and other animals being 
transported across the bor-
der. We have to have people 
ensuring that infested wild-
life are either getting treated 
or euthanized.

We don’t want animals car-
rying screwworms farther 
north, farther west, farther 
south or farther east. We cer-
tainly don’t want them head-
ed toward Georgia.

It’s going to take time, it’s 
going to take effort and it’s 
going to take money to con-
tain the infestation and beat 
this pest back south again. 
But we can do it.

But there are subpopula-
tions of people who are vul-
nerable. Homeless people, 
for example, could be at risk 
or people who are sleeping 
outside.

Screwworms will fly into 
open mouths and lay their 
eggs around our gums, and 
then the maggots will hatch 
and start feeding on our gums 
and all the oral tissue there.

Should people be worried 
about screwworms? No. Like 
anything in life, you want to 
stay informed about what’s 
going on, but it’s not some-
thing you need to be worry-
ing about right now. 

If that changes, UGA Ex-
tension will get the word out 
about the types of actions 
people need to be taking to 
protect themselves and their 
animals from screwworms.

The federal government 
used what’s called the ster-
ile insect technique to get rid 
of the parasites before. And, 
for the general public, I have 
to say that the way it works 
doesn’t make a lot of sense. 
You think, “How does releas-
ing more screwworms eradi-
cate screwworms?”

Back in the 1950s, scien-
tists discovered that the fe-
male screwworm mates only 
once in her entire life. If that 

ATLANTA — The Georgia 
Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion has awarded $165,000 in 
grants for historic preservation 
projects in Georgia through its 
1772 Foundation Grants for 
Georgia, Callahan Incentive 
Grant and Wade and Mary 
Lu Mitchell African American 
Heritage Preservation Grant 
programs.

 The 1772 Foundation, partner-
ing since 2023 with the Geor-
gia Trust for Historic Preser-
vation, this year has awarded 
historic preservation matching 
grants totaling $125,000 to 14 
Georgia private nonprofit or-
ganizations for maintenance 
of their historic sites.

 The 2026 The 1772 Foun-
dation Grant recipients are:

Alonzo F. and Norris B. Hern-
don Foundation - $10,000 
(Herndon Home Museum, 
Atlanta)

The Wren’s Nest - $10,000 
(Atlanta)

Historic Meadow Garden - 
$9,000 (Augusta)

Historic Columbus Founda-
tion - $10,000 (Rankin House, 
Columbus)

Martin Centre Preservation 
Company - $10,000 (Martin 

ATLANTA -- The 2026 spe-
cial session of the Georgia Gen-
eral Assembly may be remem-
bered more for what did not 
happen than for what did.

Gov. Brian Kemp called law-
makers back to the Capitol 
mainly to complete work they 
had left unfinished during their 
regular session last winter and 
spring.

They had failed to address a 
looming deadline of their own 
making: Had they gone home 
Tuesday without addressing 
their own July 1 prohibition 
on the use of QR codes in the 
state’s voting machines, pan-
demonium would have reigned 
in the November midterm 
elections.

Georgia would have been left 
with no legal method for tally-
ing votes, other than the paper 
ballots intended for sporadic 
emergencies, such as power 
outages.

After creating that deadline 
two years ago, legislators man-
aged Tuesday to push it back 
by nearly two more years.

They also checked another 
item off Kemp’s to-do list, ret-
roactively approving his sec-
ond gas tax suspension of the 
year. Kemp ordered the first 
one in March after lawmakers, 
still in session, authorized it.

But they had already gav-
eled out of their regular ses-
sion when he declared a state 
of emergency to extend the 
suspension into June.

Legislators did not pass any 
other major policy, although 
they may have gathered more 
fodder to present to voters as 
they campaign ahead of No-
vember.

About an hour before the spe-
cial session started last week, 
Republican leaders from the 
House and Senate announced 
that they would not pursue a 
big and controversial item: 
redistricting.

Kemp had put that on their 
agenda after the U.S. Supreme 
Court issued a ruling in April 
that weakened the 1965 Vot-
ing Rights Act’s protections 
against maps that dilute mi-
nority voting strength.

The proposal had already cre-
ated an outcry among Demo-
crats and civil rights groups, 
leading GOP lawmakers to 
consider the potential down-
sides of fueling opposition rage 
and Democratic turnout dur-
ing the midterms.

Republicans also failed to 
win Democratic support for 
Kemp’s call to consider putting 
a new 1% sales tax on local bal-
lots. The referendums would 
have generated hundreds of 

millions of dollars to reduce 
homeowner property tax bills.

The scores of nearly identi-
cal local measures were intro-
duced mostly by Republicans, 
one per city or county. They 
required a two-thirds vote for 
passage, and it became clear 
after the first votes last week 
that Democrats would oppose 
all of them.

Even so, after a string of de-
feats, Republicans kept calling 
up more of those bills. In the 
House, Rep. Chuck Efstration, 
R-Mulberry, moved to recon-
sider each of them twice, the 
maximum allowed.

Democrats said they opposed 
the measures because they 
would have increased the cost 
of groceries and other daily ne-
cessities, with the revenue go-
ing to people fortunate enough 
to own a home.

They called it a tax increase.
Republicans supported the 

measures, saying that rising 
property taxes had made home-
ownership unaffordable for 
many.

Brookhaven, a city in met-
ro Atlanta, had just raised its 
property tax rate 40%, noted 
Rep. Scott Hilton, R-Peachtree 
Corners.

“By voting red, you are sup-
pressing voters’ cherished right 
to vote on property tax relief,” 
he said.

By invoking that color, Hil-
ton meant the “no” button 
on lawmakers’ desks, not the 
color associated with his po-
litical party.

But red incumbent lawmak-
ers will likely be using the blue 
“no” votes against the tax swap 
during their political campaigns 
this year.

The strategy prompted a re-
buke from Rep. Angela Moore, 
D-Stonecrest, who complained 
about the cost to taxpayers of 
the special session.

That money would have been 
better spent on a state down 
payment assistance program, 
she said, “instead of wasting 
our time on trying to tax our 
constituents.”

Yet Democrats engaged in 
political sport, too, calling for 
a vote on a matter Republicans 
managed to evade. GOP law-
makers in the House wanted 
nothing to do with a Demo-
crat’s call to override a veto 
by Kemp.

During their regular session, 
House Bill 1192 had been a bi-
partisan measure, with both 
Efstration, the majority leader, 
and Rep. Carolyn Hugley, D-
Columbus, the minority leader, 
among the top co-sponsors.

Georgia Trust awards $165,000 to 18 historic sites
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The Georgia Trust for Historic Preservation has awarded 
$165,000 in grants for historic preservation projects in Geor-
gia.

Theatre, Douglas)
Monroe Co. Historical So-

ciety - $5,000 (Train Depot 
Complex, Forsyth)

Towns County Historical 
Society - $10,000 (Berrong-
Oakley House, Hiawassee)  

Boggs Rural Life Center, Inc. 
- $10,000 (President’s House, 
Keysville)

Marietta Educational Garden 
Center - $5,000 (Fair Oaks, 
Marietta)

Newington Heritage Soci-
ety - $8,000 (Walker Grove 
Baptist, Newington)

Sunnyside Historic Foun-
dation - $9,000 (Sunnyside 
School, Pine Mountain)

Sautee Nacoochee Community 

Association - $9,000 (Sautee 
Nacoochee School Gymnasi-
um, Sautee Nacoochee)

Thomasville History Center - 
$10,000 (Metcalf Courthouse, 
Thomasville)

The Garden Center Inc. - 
$10,000 (The Crescent, Val-
dosta)

Grant funds will support a 
wide range of preservation 
projects, including founda-
tion stabilization and drainage 
improvements, roof replace-
ment and repair, restoration 
of historic doors and windows, 
masonry and exterior rehabili-
tation, hurricane recovery ef-
forts, and repainting and repair 
of historic building exteriors.

Lawmakers go home with more 
campaign fodder, few results

By Ty Tagami
Capitol Beat News Service


