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 Special Photo: Georgia Department of Agriculture
One of 23 dogs seized during a joint investigation into alleged illegal dog fighting activities 
in Crawford County.

Ag Commission’s Law Enforcement 
Division announces seizure of dogs, 

firearms, narcotics in Crawford County

CRAWFORD COUNTY 
– Georgia Agriculture Com-
missioner Tyler Harper an-
nounced the arrest of Rob-
ert James Hester following
a joint investigation by the
Georgia Department of Ag-
riculture Law Enforcement
Division, the United States
Department of Agriculture,
the Crawford County Sher-
iff’s Office, and Peach County
SWAT into alleged illegal dog
fighting activities.

The investigation result-
ed in the execution of state 
and federal search warrants, 
leading to the seizure of 23 
dogs believed to have been 

used for fighting, as well as 
the confiscation of multiple 
firearms, suspected mari-
juana and suspected meth-
amphetamine.

“The Georgia Department 
of Agriculture has zero tol-
erance for illegal dog fight-
ing and the cruelty it inflicts 
on animals,” Harper said. 
“This investigation not only 
led to the rescue of 23 dogs 
believed to have been used 
for fighting, but also uncov-
ered multiple firearms, and 
suspected narcotics. 

“We remain committed to 
working alongside our local, 
state and federal law enforce-
ment partners to investigate 
these crimes, protect animal 
welfare and hold those who 

violate the law accountable. 
I want to thank each of our 
law enforcement partners for 
their coordinated efforts and 
unwavering commitment to 
protecting Georgians.”

Hester has been charged 
with possession of firearms 
by a convicted felon, posses-
sion of marijuana with intent 
to distribute, possession of 
tools for the commission of 
a crime and possession of 
methamphetamine. In ad-
dition to the state charges, 
Hester faces federal charges 
related to alleged illegal dog 
fighting and firearms vio-
lations. He remains in the 
Crawford County Jail with-
out bond.

Staff Reports
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Charlotte Susan Hammock 
Bair, 79, of Albany, GA, passed 
away June 29, 2026 at Pruitt 
Healthcare in Sylvester, GA. 
Memorial services were held 
Monday, July 6, 2026 at 5:00 
pm at Mathews Funeral Home. 
Rev. Carl Barnhardt officiated. 
Interment will be held in Ander-
sonville National Cemetery at a 
later date. Charlotte was born 
in Albany, GA on May 29, 1947 
to the late Sam and Carlene 
Hammock. She was raised in 
Albany and graduated from 
Albany High School in 1965. 
Except for the five years living 
in Minnesota, she had lived 
here all of her life. Charlotte 
met her future husband, James 
Bair in March 1967 while at the 
A&W Root Beer Stand and they 
married in November 1967.

Charlotte was employed with 
Piggly Wiggly from 1966 until 
2009. She was a member of 
The Pointe and loved being 
with her family, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. 
Charlotte also liked playing 
cards, yardwork, baking and 
cooking. Survivors include 
her children, Robbie Bair 
(Debbie) of Moultrie, GA and 
Debi Strawder (Kristopher) of 
Sylvester, GA, her grandchil-
dren, Daulton Luttrell (Marley) 
Leesburg, GA, Daniel Burke of 
Elko, GA, Jonathan Luttrell of 
Albany, GA and Blake Burke of 
Byron, GA, her great-grandchil-
dren, Atreus “Trey” Luttrell and 
Hunter Burke, a brother, Pete 
Hammock (Kay McDonald) of 
Putney, GA and a sister, Elaine 
Myers of Marianna, FL. The 
family will receive friends one 
hour before the service on July 
6, 2026, at Mathews Funeral 
Home. Those desiring may 
make memorials in memory of 
Charlotte to The Alzheimer’s 
Outreach Center, 229 N. Jack-
son St., Albany, GA, 31701 or 
to your favorite charity. To sign 
our online registry, or to send 
condolences to the family, you 
may visit Mathews’ website at 
www.mathewsfuneralhome.
com. Mathews Funeral Home, 
Albany, GA 229-435-5657

Charlotte Susan Bair
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Dr. Tyler Key, a Moultrie na-
tive who will train through the 
new partnership with Wellstar 
Kennestone. The rural track 
is designed to prepare physi-
cians to provide comprehen-
sive women’s healthcare while 
expanding access to obstetri-
cal and gynecologic services 
in underserved communities.

As part of tradition, each 
incoming resident received 
their white coat during the cer-
emony. This symbolic presen-
tation was conducted by Ru-
dolph-Watson, Smith, Family 
Medicine Associate Program 
Director Dr. Kayla Batchelor 
and Psychiatry Associate Pro-
gram Director Dr. Kent Posey.

The evening also included 
the presentation of two teach-
ing awards. The Family Medi-
cine Preceptor of the Year was 
awarded to emergency medi-
cine physician Dr. David Carle, 
and the Psychiatry Preceptor 
of the Year was presented to 
neurologist Posey.

These awards, voted on by 
current residents, recognize 
physicians who demonstrate 
exceptional commitment to 

education and mentorship.
A new honor was also in-

troduced this year with the 
presentation of the inaugural 
Resident of the Year Awards. 
Presented by Georgia South 
Chief Academic Officer Dr. 
Woodwin Weeks, the awards 
recognize residents who exem-
plify professionalism, leader-
ship, academic excellence and 
a commitment to patient care. 
Family medicine resident Dr. 
Kevin Bhagratie and graduating 
psychiatry resident Dr. Antho-
ny Cimmino were named the 
first recipients of the award.

As part of the 10-year cel-
ebration, Georgia South also 
recognized another historic 
milestone: the graduation of 
its inaugural psychiatry resi-
dency class, alongside the pro-
gram’s eighth graduating class 
of family medicine residents.

The graduating family medi-
cine class of 2026 includes Drs. 
Christian Edwards, Shelby Flow-
ers, Carol Medina and Allison 
Tresner. The graduating psy-
chiatry class of 2026 includes 
Drs. Anthony Cimmino, Xuan 
Ouyang and Richard Tricardo.

For more information about 
Georgia South Graduate Medi-
cal Education, contact the hos-
pital’s marketing department 
at (229) 890-3552.

TRAINING
From 10A

CROSSWORD

By Matthew Luter 
©2026 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 07/07/26

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Patti Varol

07/07/26

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

Release Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2026

ACROSS
1 Baked desserts
5 “Shoot!”
9 Threaded 

fastener
14 Kendrick of “Pitch 

Perfect”
15 Learning by 

memorization
16 Throw with effort
17 A little naughty
18 Big brass horn
19 Prodded
20 Question, as the 

opposing side’s 
witness

23 Location of all 
but two NATO 
members

24 Overly
25 Covered in 

cinders
29 Cell service 

letters
30 List-ending abbr.
32 Giants legend 

Mays
34 Settings that 

reinforce 
personal biases

37 Breathe hard
39 Language similar 

to Thai
40 Fashioned
41 Tool for 

monitoring blood 
sugar levels

44 Stop working
45 Icarus, to 

Daedalus
46 The first “A” of 

Reddit’s AMA
49 Landfill output
50 Some short 

albums
53 No longer 

surprised by
55 Classic Beatles 

song, or an apt 
description of 
the progression 
of this puzzle’s 
circles

58 Was able to
61 Comedian Trevor
62 “Take this”
63 Possessed
64 Sushi seaweed
65 Zone
66 Trudges heavily
67 “What __ is 

new?”
68 Element seen all 

over Las Vegas

DOWN
1 Package

2 Bored by routine
3 “Do it again!”
4 Authorization
5 The Electric 

Mayhem 
bandleader

6 Common sauce 
base

7 Facing the pitcher
8 Spanish “I love 

you”
9 Give the cold 

shoulder
10 Individually 

wrapped 
breakfast choice

11 Cleaning cloth
12 Night of 

anticipation
13 Hitched
21 Ronnie who sang 

lead on “Be My 
Baby”

22 Corn Belt state
26 Luge or skeleton
27 Add to the staff
28 Desired response 

to a promposal
31 Kenneth of 

fashion
33 Gigantic
34 Surrounded
35 Pic taker
36 Weeding tools
37 Claimed no 

contest, maybe

38 Prefix with 
correct or 
complete

41 Miracle-__: 
garden brand

42 Appear to be
43 Difficult question
46 Show some 

stick-to-
itiveness?

47 Audiophile’s 
system

48 Like BTS or 
bibimbap

51 Tubular pasta
52 Perch at a pub
54 Hawke of “Before 

Sunrise”
56 Action figures?
57 Rowboat pair
58 Many a 

“Brooklyn  
Nine-Nine” 
character

59 Bird in Tootsie 
Pop ads

60 Game with 
Reverse cards

Albany 
Classifieds

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE

Houses for Sale
FOR SALE BY OWNER.
1835 Arlington Park Circle
Albany, GA 31701. 1850 sq.
ft., built in 2014, hardwood
flooring, 2 BR/2 bathrooms,
living area open floor plan,
huge island, dining room,
2-car garage, lots of
storage.
All Adult Community 55 and
up only. For a tour, call
229-206-5745.

FOR SALE BY OWNER
1835 Arlington Park Circle
Albany, GA 31701. 1850 sq.
ft., built in 2014, hardwood
flooring, 2 BR/2 bathrooms,
living area open floor plan,
huge island, dining room,
2-car garage, lots of
storage. $300,000
All Adult Community 55 and
up only. For a tour, call
229-206-5745.

Cemetery 
Lots for sale

For Sale: 5 burial plots in
Riverside I Cemetery. $2500 text
770-883-5145

SERVICE 
DIRECTORY

Health

PRIVATE CAREGIVER
Do you need a private
sitter to care for your love
ones in their home?

Call (229) 809-4271

Home Repair/
Remodeling

  ENHANCED
REMODELING 
& DRYWALL

 Drywall Repair Services
 Popcorn Removal
 Level 5 Drywall Finish
 Water Damage Repair
 Texture Matching
 Tape & Float
 Moldy Drywall Repair
 Demolition

WE DO SMALL
AND BIG JOBS!

229-364-2997
Hernandez

912-432-3016
Residential-Commercial-Renovations

Home Repair
/Remodeling

PAINTING 
AND HOME

REPAIR
Tile work, 

popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.

Just one call, 
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES
229-349-5475

MERCHANDISE
Miscellaneous 

for sale
For Sale: 1 Burial Plot in
Riverside-Oakview Cemetery.
$550. Call 229-439-4728 or
229-886-1359

JOBS

Full-Time
IRRIGATION TECH needed
for a small irrigation co.
Must have driver's license
and be willing to learn. Call
Tommy at 229-603-1373.


