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the hospital after a proposed 
entertainment complex fell 
through.

Asked about it this month, 
Mathis said: “We do plan to 
fully develop the property 
with a hospital and surround-
ing planned development.”

Ten years on, the site is 
graded and empty. Utilities 
are not what is holding it up. 
Boswell said the authority 
could serve a hospital with the 
capacity it has now, though a 
new drinking water well and 
elevated storage tank would 
have to be installed on the 
property. 

Mathis’ position is internally 

consistent: Industry will not 
come without health care, 
health care has not come, and 
therefore the industrial short-
fall is not a planning failure. 
Whether 10 years without 
breaking ground supports 
that argument or undercuts 
it is the question residents 
are entitled to weigh.

On one point Mathis offered 
a correction worth reporting. 
The 2005 assessment cited 
the 1994 flood, after which 
the county spent millions 
of dollars buying out homes 
built in flood-prone areas, 
as proof of the cost of weak 
planning.

“Many years ago, we didn’t 
have the technology to know 
if a lot would flood,” Mathis 
said. “Now we do. These peo-

ple do not let builders build, 
developers develop lots that 
we know will flood.”

On out-commuting — the 
2005 finding that 85% of res-
idents worked outside the 
county — Mathis said the 
picture has changed but con-
ceded ground. 

“It’s a lot different, but we’ve 
still got ways to go,” he said. 
“I’ll agree with that.” 

According to the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau’s 2023 OnThe-
Map commuting data, Lee 
County has approximately 
16,600 employed residents, 
and nearly seven in 10 — about 
11,100 people (67%) — leave 
the county each day for work. 
Only about 5,500 residents, 
or one-third of the workforce, 
live and work within Lee Coun-
ty, underscoring the county’s 
longstanding role as a resi-
dential community closely 
tied to the Dougherty County 
employment market.

Lee County did much of 
what the  2005 community 
assessment and plan stated. 
It borrowed heavily to build 
utilities. It drew a growth 
boundary and held it. It filled 
an industrial park and bought 
more land. It built a fire de-
partment that trains other 
fire departments.

What it did not do was 
change who pays. The county 
still funds itself principally by 
taxing the homes of people 
who, in large numbers, work 
somewhere else — the con-
dition the 2005 plan iden-
tified and asked the county 
to escape.

Mathis says that escape 
was never in the county’s 
power. The 2005 plan says 
it was the entire assignment. 
Residents arguing about as-
sessments and school fund-
ing are, without necessarily 
knowing it, arguing about 
which of those is true.
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Did you know?
(MCC) Social isolation af-

fects many seniors. Social iso-
lation produces various warn-
ing signs, including changes 
in personality, pulling away 
from social events, and fail-

ure to engage in self-care. Ac-
cording to Michigan Medicine, 
findings from a review of six 
years of data from the National 
Poll on Healthy Aging found 
more than one-third of people 

age 50 to 80 feel lonely, and 
nearly as many feel isolated. 
Feelings of loneliness were 
higher among those reporting 
fair or poor health and those 
not working or on disability.

just a preference I have to 
work somewhere that’s ac-
credited.”

Prior to assuming the role 
as executive director, Stout 
said she took on additional 
responsibilities.

“They said, ‘You want to 
learn budgeting? Here you go,’” 
she said. “I’ve done payrolls, 
all those things. It’s always 
been a goal. Tommy (Grego-
rs) knew I always wanted to 
move into that role.”

For now, the new execu-
tive director is looking at the 
building blocks of the orga-
nizations.

“I’m just deep in assess-
ment mode … assessing staff, 
funding sources, which is a 
huge hurdle for us,” she said. 
“That’s fine. I’m not about 
to announce a brand new 
exhibit.”

Another focus is mainte-
nance and repairs. Current-
ly, the former train depot at 
Thronateeska is out of com-
mission due to the need to 
replace the heating and cool-
ing system. The planetarium 
and science museum remain 
in operation at Thronateeska.

There are also repair and 
maintenance needs at the 
RiverQuarium.

“We want the flashy things, 
but we need the HVAC unit,” 
she said. “We don’t want to 
put a new exhibit at Throna-
teeska if we don’t have the 
building ready, so it’s not 
the glamorous things right 
now. There’s a lot of differ-
ent maintenance.”

That takes a lot of planning, 
breaking down the work into 
what to do within the next 
three months, the next six 
months and the next year, 
and finding the resources to 
pay for it.

The alliance has about 22 
employees, and Stout is look-
ing to fill some positions, in-
cluding at the science mu-
seum and with facilities and 
maintenance. In time, Stout 
says she wants to grow visi-
torship and increase the at-
tractions’ presence within 
the community.

The RiverQuarium’s visi-
torship is driven largely by 
school groups, so the organi-
zation needs to keep an em-
phasis on that as well.

“It’s really my job to re-
energize, re-engage with the 
public,” Stout said. “I know 
I can’t do that unless you re-
engage with the public. That 
is what I do.”

The RiverQuarium is also 
working to collaborate with 
the Dougherty County gov-
ernment to enhance the Flint 
River experience at Radium 

Springs.
“We want to tie in more be-

cause it ties into our educa-
tion,” Stout said. “They want 
to use our education staff. It 
just makes sense that we’re 
involved and can help inter-
pret that space. We’re excited 
about Radium Springs.”

One recent development 
that Stout said she is excit-
ed about is the arrival of two 
male striped newts from the 
Atlanta Biological Garden 
with the hope of producing 
more newts with the River-
Quarium’s pair of females. 
The effort will promote con-
servation and biological di-
versity with the newts who 
hail from a different envi-
ronment than the Sandhills 
of southwest Georgia.

“We definitely want to do 
more of these conservation 
events,” she said.

At the RiverQuatrium, the 
Saturday Experience SCUBA 
is a popular event in which 
visitors can watch divers clean 
inside the aquarium and even 
participate in dives.

“It’s one of my favorite per-
sonal things,” Stout said. “It’s 
something unique that we can 
share with visitors.

“We are downtown. We 
want to take that anchor role 
seriously. There are not zoos 
and aquariums on every cor-
ner. The fact that Albany has 
this is fantastic.”
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ACROSS
1 Ginger cookie
5 Cyan shade
9 Oven setting

13 Document with 
an executor

14 Coffee cups
15 Speaks foolishly
16 Drag Defense 

Fund org.
17 Frying liquids
18 Get down __ 

knee
19 “Gravity’s 

Rainbow” novelist
22 Tuned to, as a 

radio dial
23 Chapel Hill sch.
24 Art technique also 

known as French 
embossing

32 On the house
35 Bert who played 

the Cowardly Lion
36 Everglades 

wading bird
37 Chuckle in a DM
38 “That’s my 

intention”
40 Egg cells
41 Photo book
43 Et __: and others
44 Med school subj.
45 Act with chivalry
48 Energizer size
49 Stuffed grape leaf
53 Psychological 

cause of personal 
failure, or a 
feature of 19-, 
24-, 38-, and 
45-Across

58 Pop icon Lauper
60 Irish currency
61 “Don’t __ me, 

but ... ”
62 Diet food phrase
63 MC or Visa 

alternative
64 Like the score 

at the start of 
overtime

65 Midday
66 Little bouquet
67 Take it easy

DOWN
1 Slaps (at)
2 Wall recess
3 Portion out
4 Bird’s feathers
5 Singer-songwriter 

Tori

6 Witty remark
7 Not easy on the 

eyes
8 Org.
9 Juliette of “The 

English Patient”
10 Cosmetics giant 

that started as 
the California 
Perfume 
Company

11 “Jazz” 
documentarian 
Burns

12 WNW’s opposite
15 Sulu player in 

recent “Star Trek” 
films

20 Hartsfield-
Jackson airport 
code

21 Use scissors on
25 Swiss peak
26 Ritual prayer of 

Islam
27 “We __ 

Overcome”
28 “Ghostbusters” 

actor Hudson
29 Word after 

curling or waffle
30 __ Scotia, 

Canada
31 Pest in a cloud

32 Extra fat
33 Actor’s part to 

play
34 Actor Idris
38 “No fooling”
39 Scottish cap
42 Kampala native
44 One more
46 “Sorry, laddie”
47 Stir
50 Depart
51 Silences, as on 

Zoom

52 “__ you clever!”
53 The 411
54 Gather
55 Japanese 

wrestling
56 Greek war god
57 Like the Honda 

Element
58 “The Source With 

Kaitlan Collins” 
network

59 “__-hoo! Over 
here!”

Albany 
Classifieds
SERVICE 

DIRECTORY
Home Repair
/Remodeling

   ENHANCED
REMODELING 
& DRYWALL

 Drywall Repair Services
 Popcorn Removal
 Level 5 Drywall Finish
 Water Damage Repair
 Texture Matching
 Tape & Float
 Moldy Drywall Repair
 Demolition

WE DO SMALL 
AND BIG JOBS!

229-364-2997
Hernandez

912-432-3016
Residential-Commercial-Renovations

PAINTING 
AND HOME

REPAIR
Tile work, 

popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.

Just one call, 
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES

 229-349-5475

MERCHANDISE

Garage Sale
Garage/Moving Sale: 116
Country Drive Leesburg, GA.
Sat. Aug 1st. 7am-until. Baby
items, toys, kitchenware,
furniture & more.

Wanted to Buy
WANTED, working or not,
boats, lawn equipment,
motorcycles, cars, etc.
229-291-8643

JOBS

Full-Time
Public Works Director
City of Edison

The City of Edison is
seeking qualified applicants
for the position of Public
Works Director. This
position is responsible for
planning, organizing,
directing, and managing
all operations of the Public
Works Department for City 

Full-Time
of Edison. This position
oversees Infrastructure
maintenance and develop-
ment, including roads,
bridges, drainage systems,
and fleet management.

Applications with a
complete job description
may be obtained from the
City of Edison
Administrative Office
located at 19437 Hartford
St., Edison, Ga from 8:00
a.m. – 4:00 p.m. daily.
Contact the office at
229-835-2269.
Applications will be
accepted until August 7th ,
2026.


