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George M. Chastain, III, MD
George M. Chastain, III, MD 

died Sunday, July 19, 2026 at 
his home. 

His memorial service will at 
11 AM on Saturday, August 8, 
2026 at St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church.  The Rev. Stephen 
Norris and the Rev. Christopher 
A. Pappas will officiate. There 
will be a reception to follow the 
memorial service at St. Paul’s 
Parrish Hall.

Dr. Chastain was born 
in New Brunswick, NJ and 
graduated from Sayerville High 
School, Sayerville, NJ in 1955.  
He received his BA from Emory 
University in 1959 and his 
Doctorate of Medicine from the 
Emory University School of 
Medicine in 1963.  Dr. Chastain 
served as a flight surgeon with 
the US Air Force Air Rescue 
Service from 1963 to 1967 at 
Eglin Air Force base, Ft. Walton 
Beach, FL and at Ton San Nhut 
Air Force Base, Republic of Viet 
Nam.  Captain Chastain was 
awarded the Bronze Star for 
meritorious service. 

Following his discharge from 
the Air Force, Dr. Chastain 
began his Anesthesiology 
Residency at Emory University 
in 1970.  He began private 
practice in Albany in 1972.  In 
1985, Dr. Chastain became an 
Associate Professor of 
Anesthesiology at Emory 
University School of Medicine.  
Dr. Chastain became the Chief 
Medical Officer of Phoebe Put-
ney Memorial Hospital in 1987.  
He was the first physician to 
hold this office in the State of 
Georgia. 

During his medical career, 
Dr. Chastain was recognized 
for many achievements.  He 
was appointed by Governor Joe 
Frank Harris to the Georgia 
Composite State Board of Med-
ical Examiners in 1980 and was 
elected president in 1982 and 
served until 1992.  He helped 
develop the Phoebe Putney 
Memorial Hospital Chaplaincy 
Program.  He co-chaired the 
Best Practice Committee and 
Peer Review  Committee of the 
Partnership for Health and 
Accountability with the Georgia 
Hospital Association. 

Dr. Chastain was a member 
of the American Medical Asso-
ciation, the Medical Association 
of Georgia, the Dougherty 
County Medical Society, past 
president, American Asso-
ciation of Anesthesiologists, 
Georgia Society of Anesthesiol-
ogists, past president, Physi-
cian Executives of Georgia, 
Inc., past president.  He was an 
alumnus of Leadership Georgia 
and served in the first Board of 
Directors of Leadership Albany 
and helped plan healthcare 
presentations to new members.  
Dr. Chastain is a member of St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church and 
was a former member of 
Porterfield Methodist Church.  
He was a past board member 
of the Albany Symphony Board 
and the Boy Scouts of America.  
He was also a past member of 
the Albany Chamber of 
Commerce and the American 
Cancer Society where as a 
cancer survivor he lectured on 
“Seasons of Survival, the Road 
Following Cancer.” 

Dr. Chastain was preceded 
in death by his first wife, Sarah 
Anne Chastain. 

Dr. Chastain is survived 
by his wife:  Fran Pappas 
Chastain; her children, grand-
children, and great grandchil-
dren; his children:  Sarah Beth 
Morgan, Scott Chastain, and 
George Chastain, IV; three 
grandchildren. 

Those desiring may send 
memorials to the Willson 
Hospice House, 312 Founda-
tion Lane, Albany, GA 31707, 
or to Wounded Warrior Project, 
support.woundedwarriorproject. 
org.
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ACROSS
1 Thompson of 

“Creed”
6 One crunch, e.g.
9 Accord, for one

14 Dined on, 
quaintly

15 Big bird
16 Año Nuevo 

month
17 Car named for a 

California beach 
city

20 South American 
monkey

21 In and of itself
22 Toolbar image
23 Carefully 

considering 
something

26 Alien-seeking 
field: Abbr.

27 Pin number?
28 Loch with a 

legend
29 Mach 1 breaker
31 Author Rand
32 Catch a few 

winks
35 Cereal-based 

snack
39 With 59-Down, 

“Tommy” band
42 Land measure
44 Strong suit?
45 Due, as an 

apology
46 Home of the 

Frontier Days 
rodeo

49 “__ hoping!”
50 Nav. rank
51 __-nez
52 West Texas city
54 Having raised 

surfaces, as teeth
55 California 

restaurant 
opened by Alice 
Waters in 1971

59 “Hold your 
horses!”

61 Yank at
62 Pet food brand
65 Like some 

cheese
66 Revise, as prose
67 Gumbo vegetable
68 Shoppe adjective
69 “Mighty” batter 

who strikes out in 
a classic poem

70 Tiny amt. of time

DOWN
1 Social finesse
2 Standards of 

right and wrong
3 Stew
4 Sputnik 

launchers
5 Chad’s continent: 

Abbr.
6 Cave
7 Come to light
8 Antes up
9 Zooplankton 

habitat
10 Jazz up
11 Frees of frost
12 Leafy retreats
13 Gin or tonic
18 Nail polish brand
19 Came together
24 Cheesehead’s st.
25 Semiprecious 

stone with black-
and-white bands

30 Holier-__-thou
31 Well-ventilated
32 __ cheese
33 Was sore
34 Prepare for later 

broadcast
36 Coastal raptor
37 Marvel Comics 

mutants
38 Does lawn work

39 Cult classic of 
1990s TV

40 Therefore
41 “O, turn thy __ 

sword another 
way; / Strike 
those that hurt, 
and hurt not 
those that help”: 
“Henry VI, Part 1”

43 Sun visor
45 Sin of __
47 To be, in Latin

48 Cataloged work
53 Pyramid builders 

of Mexico
54 Supermodel 

Crawford
56 Big cat
57 Seemingly forever
58 Zip
59 See 39-Across
60 Shakespearean 

prince
63 Army fare, briefly
64 Cul-de-__

Albany 
Classifieds
SERVICE 

DIRECTORY
Home Repair/
Remodeling

   ENHANCED
REMODELING 
& DRYWALL

 Drywall Repair Services
 Popcorn Removal
 Level 5 Drywall Finish
 Water Damage Repair
 Texture Matching
 Tape & Float
 Moldy Drywall Repair
 Demolition

WE DO SMALL 
AND BIG JOBS!

229-364-2997
Hernandez

912-432-3016
Residential-Commercial-Renovations

PAINTING 
AND HOME

REPAIR
Tile work, 

popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.

Just one call, 
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES

 229-349-5475

MERCHANDISE

Yard Sale
Garage/Moving Sale: 116
Country Drive Leesburg, GA.
Sat. Aug 1st. 7am-until. Baby
items, toys, kitchenware,
furniture & more.

YARD SALE, July 31st &
Aug. 1,  8 am until. 295
Flowing Well Road,
Leesburg, GA 31763. Any
questions, call or text
229-894-8048. 3 Families.
More stuff brought in from
storage. Everything from
lots of antique furniture,
chest drawer, twin bed
frames, queen mattress,
what-nots, end tables,
pictures, stove. Plenty of
clothes for everyone going
cheap. Everything will be
inside and outside. Full
house of everything. Rain or
Shine.

Wanted to Buy
WANTED, working or not,
boats, lawn equipment,
motorcycles, cars, etc.
229-291-8643

JOBS

Full-Time
Public Works Director
City of Edison

The City of Edison is
seeking qualified applicants
for the position of Public
Works Director. This
position is responsible for
planning, organizing,
directing, and managing
all operations of the Public
Works Department for City
of Edison. This position
oversees Infrastructure
maintenance and develop-
ment, including roads,
bridges, drainage systems,
and fleet management.

Applications with a
complete job description 

Full-Time
may be obtained from the
City of Edison
Administrative Office
located at 19437 Hartford
St., Edison, Ga from 8:00
a.m. – 4:00 p.m. daily.
Contact the office at
229-835-2269.
Applications will be
accepted until August 7th ,
2026.

well over half of the city’s recur-
ring income.

The city manager attributed 
payroll growth to recent pay in-
creases, implementation of the 
city’s minimum wage adjustment 
and overtime built into certain 
employee schedules, though 
which employees are eligible 
for overtime remains unclear. 
During the same meeting, the 
city announced a hiring freeze, 
suspended discretionary spend-
ing and elected to leave the city 
clerk position vacant, a move 
expected to save approximately 
$70,000 annually, while simul-
taneously seeking authority to 
borrow between $400,000 and 
$420,000 to maintain opera-
tions. No supporting financial 
records were presented at the 
meeting.

Council member Sondra Walk-
er requested a staffing report 
showing pay rates for all city 
employees. The salary schedule 
reviewed for this article appears 
to be that report, although it was 
provided without any accom-
panying compensation policy, 
salary study or explanation of 
how wages were determined.

The payroll discussion comes 
as Dawson remains under a state 
enforcement order tied to its 
wastewater system. As previ-
ously reported by The Albany 
Herald, Georgia’s Environmen-
tal Protection Division escalat-
ed years of sewage violations 
into a 2024 consent order after 
the city accumulated dozens of 
permit violations and multiple 
sewage spills. Missing the ex-
tended construction deadline 
in 2028 could expose the city 
to penalties of up to $100,000 
per day. The city manager told 
council members the wastewater 
treatment plant remains one of 

PAY
From 2A Dawson’s largest operating ex-

penses, while utility rates have 
not been increased since 2011.

The city’s audit also remains 
unfinished. During the July 9 
meeting, one council member 
questioned how the city could 
borrow money without complet-
ed financial statements. The city 
attorney responded that a loan 
secured by the city’s certificates 
of deposit would not require a 
completed audit.

The Dawson News requested 
personnel action forms docu-
menting promotions and re-
classifications, salary histories, 
adopted pay scales, overtime re-
cords and council minutes ap-
proving compensation changes 
in order to distinguish promo-
tions from raises and explain 
how salaries were established. 
At the time of publication, the 
city had not responded to those 
requests.


