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Phoebe among world’s first hospitals to use
advanced technology to treat irregular heartbeats

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

ALBANY - Phoebe Putney
Memorial Hospital is one of only
three hospitals in the country
given access to the most ad-
vanced equipment used to per-
form pulsed field ablations, a
procedure that corrects atrial
fibrillation and other irregular
heartbeats by scarring tiny ar-
eas of heart tissue that trigger
faulty electrical signals.

Medtronic, one of the world’s

largest medical device compa-
nies, recently installed the latest
version of its PulseSelect Pulse
Field Ablation equipment in the
PPMH Electrophysiology Lab.

“PFA uses electric fields to tar-
get just the right heart tissue,”
Phoebe Electrophysiologist Dr.
James Coman said. “That was
already an improvement over
previous forms of ablation that
depend on extreme heat or cold.
The latest generation does even
more to ensure precision, im-

prove patient safety and shorten
procedure times.”

Medtronic chose Phoebe as
one of the first seven hospitals
in the world — three in the U.S
and four in other countries — to
receive this updated equipment
because of Phoebe’s astound-
ing volume and success with
the procedure. Since January
2025, Coman has performed
more ablations using the Puls-
eSelect system than any physi-
cian in the world.

“I was actually quite surprised
to learn that, but I think several
factors explain it,” Coman said
of his world-leading numbers.
“We have a lot of people in south
Georgia living with atrial fibril-
lation that isn’t well-managed.
We also attract patients from a
wide geographic area. And we
have an excellent team here at
Phoebe.

“We have developed an effec-
tive and efficient process that

See PHOEBE, 2A

Special Photo: Phoebe

Dr. James Coman and the Phoebe Electrophysiol-
ogy team show off the new PulseSelect Pulse Field
Ablation equipment.

Roaming ‘gator causes a stir in
Dougherty County subdivision

By Alan Mauldin

alan.mauldin@albanyherald.com

ALBANY - When Floyd Jones’ wife
called him twice in rapid succession
while he was at work, he knew it must
be an emergency and that he should

call her back quickly.

It’s a good thing he did: There was
a prehistoric visitor in the yard stalk-

ing the couple’s home.

Well, actually it was a 5-foot-long
alligator that was just taking a stroll
on the 600 block of Pine Glenn Drive.

When a neighbor pulled in to alert her,
Patricia Jones, probably fortunately,
did not look at the security camera. If |
she had, she would have seen the alli-
gator at their bedroom window.

“She would have probably had a
heart attack,” Jones said. “A neighbor
from down the street was riding by on
his motorcycle. At first he thought it
wasn’t real; then he saw his head mov-
ing. He stopped and blew his horn. He

told her ‘Don’t go out.’

GATOR,

See

2A

Submitted Photo: Patricia Jones

An alligator roaming in the 600 block of Pine Glenn Drive brought out the Dougherty County Police
Department and the Georgia Department of Natural Resources, which captured the animall.
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ATLANTA - Morris Brown
College and Albany State Uni-
versity signed a memorandum
of understanding recently to

establish a partnership that ex-
pands academic opportunities
and strengthens educational
pathways for Morris Brown Col-
lege graduates.

The signing took place at Mor-

Pathway memorandum of understandlng

' Morns Brown
College President
Kevin James, ;left,
and Albany State
. UNiversity Presi-

| dent Robert Scoftt
sign a memoran-
dum of under-
standing that will
allow Morris Brown
students to seam-
lessly continue
their education at
ASU.

ris Brown College, located at 643
Martin Luther King Jr. Drive in
Atlanta.

Through this collaboration,

See MORRIS, 2A

Dougherty County
schools target
chronic absenteeism
with proposed
truancy officer

By Kathryn Crockett
kathryn@albanyherald.com

ALBANY — After
chronic absenteeism
more than tripled dur-
ing the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Dougherty County
School System leaders
say the district now has
enough attendance cas-
es to justify hiring a full-
time truancy officer as part of a broader effort
to reconnect students and families with schools.

Superintendent Kenneth Dyer outlined the
proposal during last week’s Dougherty County
Board of Education meeting while presenting
district priorities for the upcoming school year,
calling chronic absenteeism “a persistent chal-
lenge” that continues to affect student achieve-
ment despite recent improvements.

“We’re going to continue our efforts, and
we're planning to hire a truancy officer,” Dyer
told board members.

The district’s attendance data illustrate both
the scale of the problem and the progress offi-
cials say has been made.

According to Dyer, Dougherty County’s chronic
absenteeism rate stood at 12.3% in 2019 before
falling to 9.5% in 2020. Like districts across
the nation, however, the system experienced
a dramatic increase following the pandemic.

“Keeping with trends across the country,
chronic absenteeism rates spiked ... to almost
32.5% in 2022,” Dyer said.

Although attendance has improved since
then, Dyer said the pace of improvement re-
mains slower than district leaders would like.

“We’ve begun our efforts to impact chronic
absenteeism, and as you can see, we've had a
decline, but the decline is, in my opinion, not
steep enough,” he said.

The superintendent said administrators are
evaluating additional strategies that will even-
tually be presented to the school board.

“We have plans in place to impact chronic
absenteeism in our school system, which is a
persistent challenge,” Dyer said. “We’re vetting
some interventions right now that we’ll bring
to the board.”

Among those interventions, Dyer identified
restoring a full-time truancy officer as a priority.

“I think a significant piece would be to add a
truancy officer to make home visits to ensure
students are attending and parents are aware
of the issue,” he said.

Board members questioned how parents would
be involved and whether the district would ul-
timately hold families accountable when stu-
dents repeatedly miss school.

District 1 board member Carolyn Hand asked

en Dyer

See DCSS, 2A

Back-to-School Health Tips

1. Wash hands frequently - Handwashing is the number one rule to cut down on colds and ilinesses.
2. Good sleep habits - Sleep is important for kids of all ages.
3. Eat healthy - Good nutrition is important to maintain a strong immune system.

4. Exercise - Getting plenty of exercise helps kids’ bodies and minds stay healthy.
5. Get Vaccinated - Keep yourself and your kids up to date on immunizations.

® Phoebe




2A + TUESDAY, AUGUST 4, 2026 ¢ ALBANYHERALD.COM

Georgia father sentenced to 15 years
in prison for son’s mass shooting

By Jennifer Mascia
The Trace

This story was originally
published by The Trace, a
nonprofit newsroom cover-
ing gun violence in America.

WINDER -- Colin Gray,
the father of the 14-year-
old who killed four people
and wounded nine others at
Apalachee High School in
Winder in 2024, was sen-
tenced July 29 to 15 years in
prison for failing to secure
the gun used in the shoot-
ing. Gray is the first parent
of a shooter in the coun-
try to be convicted of sec-
ond-degree murder for pro-
viding a gun to their child.

During the sentencing
hearing, Gray’s lawyer asked
for leniency, arguing that
Gray was not indifferent
to his son’s struggles, and
that taking his son hunt-
ing was a form of therapy.

“He believed that his pres-
ence and his generosity and
the outdoors would pull Colt
out of troubled waters,” the
attorney said. “What he did
not comprehend was the
current that ran through a
world that Colin Gray could
not see, toward an infamy
that he could not imagine.”

Prosecutors countered that
Gray should have known that
exposing his son to guns held
the potential for violence,
reminding jurors that po-

lice had already visited the
home over a mass shooting
threat the teen made online.

Gray gave his son a semi-
automatic rifle for Christmas,
several months after police
visited their home about the
threat. He also neglected to
take his son to an inpatient
psychiatric facility the night
before the shootings even
though a bed had been se-
cured for him. The teen had
been grappling with para-
noid delusions for years.

His son was sentenced to
life in prison without the
possibility of parole on July
28 after pleading guilty to
all 55 counts — including
murder — for the shooting
that also left many wounded
at the school of 1,900 stu-
dents northeast of Atlanta.

Jennifer and James Crum-
bley, parents of the 15-year-
old who killed four people
and wounded seven others at
Oxford High School in Michi-
gan in 2021, were convicted
of involuntary manslaugh-
ter for failing to secure the
gun used in the shooting.
They’d given their son the
Sig Sauer 9 mm handgun as
an early Christmas present.
They were each sentenced
to 10 to 15 years in prison in
2024. The Crumbleys were
the first parents in the coun-
try to be held criminally re-
sponsible for a mass shoot-
ing at a school by their child.

Jeffrey Rupnow, father of
the 15-year-old who killed
two people and wounded six
others before killing herself
at Abundant Life Christian
School in Madison, Wis., in
2024, was charged with in-
tentionally giving a danger-
ous weapon to a person un-
der 18 and contributing to the
delinquency of a child, both
felonies. The case is ongoing.

Deja Taylor, mother of a
6-year-old who shot his teach-
er in a Newport News, Va.,
classroom in 2023, was sen-

See SENTENCED, 11A

Southern Regional Tech students score

Staff Reports

news@albanyherald.com

THOMASVILLE -- South-
ern Regional Technical Col-
lege’s Surgical Technology
program graduates achieved
a 100% passage rate on the
Certified Surgical Technolo-
gist examination, adminis-
tered through the National
Board of Surgical Technol-
ogy and Surgical Assisting.

The students were hon-
ored at a pinning ceremony
held recently in Moultrie,
celebrating the culmination

See EXAM, 11A

100% pass rate on national exam

Special Photo
Southern Regional Technical College’s Surgical Technology
program graduates who achieved a 100% passage rate on
the Certified Surgical Technologist examination, include,
from leff, Alexis Nykera Anderson, Jessica Bishop, Emily Ra-
gan Lamb, Mirmi *Ana” Lopez, Cameron Loving, Ashley
Salabarria and Loren Rose Smith.
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Special Photo
Colin Gray, the father of the 14-year-old who killed four
people and wounded nine others at Apalachee High
Schoolin Winder in 2024, was sentenced July 29 1o 15 years
in prison for failing to secure the gun used in the shooting.

Master of Science in Inte-
grated Biotechnology
Master of Social Work

From 1A

MORRIS

Morris Brown College grad-
uates will find a clear and
supported pathway to Albany
State University to pursue
graduate studies both on
campus and through ASU
Online.

Morris Brown College
bachelor’s degrees gradu-
ates in good standing will
be eligible to apply for ad-
mission to ASU graduate
degree programs, includ-
ing those online. Degree
programs include:

Online

Master of Science in Trau-
ma Psychology

Master of Science in Nurs-
ing

Master of Business Ad-
ministration

Master of Education

Master of Science in Crim-
inal Justice

Master of Public Admin-
istration

Master of Secondary Ed-
ucation

Main-Campus Programs

Master of Business Ad-
ministration

Master of Science

Master of Science in Crim-
inal Justice

Master of Public Admin-
istration

ASU President Robert Scott
and his counterpart at Mor-
ris Brown, Kevin E. James,
offered remarks before of-
ficially signing the MOU.

Founded by formerly en-
slaved religious leaders at
Big Bethel AME Church in
1881, Morris Brown College
is the first college in Geor-
gia to be owned and oper-
ated by African Americans.
Fountain Hall and the cur-
rent Morris Brown campus
are where W.E.B. Du Bois
wrote “The Souls of Black
Folk” in 1903. Notable alum-
ni include Alberta Williams
King, mother of Martin Lu-
ther King Jr., and James
Alan McPherson, the first
black writer to win a Pulit-
zer Prize for fiction.
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DCSS

whether parents would receive
formal notification once stu-
dents become truant.

“Will, once done and com-
pleted, the parents be notified
about truancy?” Hand asked.

Dyer said the district already
has an established notification
process and is working with
multiple community part-
ners to address attendance
before legal action becomes

necessary.

“The committee that started
meeting last year was charged
with putting together a com-
prehensive community-wide
plan to impact chronic absen-
teeism,” Dyer said.

He said the initiative extends
beyond the school system.

“The court system is in-
volved; we have a Student At-
tendance Advisory Board,” he
said. “If a student misses so
many days, parents get notifi-
cations, and if it becomes ex-
cessive, it could end up in the
court system where parents

Special Graphic

could be held accountable.”
Even so, Dyer emphasized
that prosecution is intended to
be the final step, not the first.
“Of course, that’s the stick,
and we want that to be a last
resort,” he said. “We’re trying
to put interventions in place
so we won't get to that point.”
The superintendent said the
district once employed a tru-
ancy officer and believes cur-
rent attendance rates justify
bringing the position back.
“I think the missing piece
we have now is a truancy of-
ficer,” Dyer said. “We used to

From 1A

PHOEBE

allows us to safely complete
multiple procedures in our
advanced EP lab every day.”

One of those patients is
Gay Moncrief, 73, a retired
teacher who moved back to
her hometown of Americus
to be closer to family last
year after living in several
other communities around
the state. For decades, Mon-
crief suffered from multiple
heart problems that eventu-
ally led to persistent AFib.

“I saw several cardiologists
everywhere from Atlanta to
Savannah,” she said. “They
were all very kind, but they
would say, ‘Let’s try this or
let’s try that,” but nothing
ever really worked.”

The AFib caused fatigue
and shortness of breath and
disrupted Moncrief’s sleep.

“It was very frustrating,”
she said. “I was kind of re-
signed to it. I didn’t think

anything had been devel-
oped that could fix it, and
I thought I would just have
to try to manage it the best I
could for the rest of my life.”

Then, a health crisis changed
the trajectory of her health-
care journey.

“One night, I couldn’t walk,”
she said. “I couldn’t breathe,
and my sister took me to the
hospital in Americus.”

The team at Phoebe Sum-
ter Medical Center stabilized
Moncrief, then immediately
transferred her by air ambu-
lance to PPMH in Albany,
where she underwent two
procedures to remove blood
clots from her lungs.

“It was a tough, tough time,
but they (the Phoebe care
teams in Americus and Al-
bany) were all wonderful to
me,” Moncrief said. “I was
pretty much out of it for a
couple of days, but that’s
when Dr. Coman came in
to talk to me about the pro-
cedure to get my heart back
in normal rhythm.”

A genetic condition puts

Moncrief at higher risk of
complications while under
anesthesia, but she said she
was willing to try anything.

“That’s one reason I'm so
grateful to Dr. Coman,” she
said. “They were so careful
with my anesthesia. It was
one of the easiest and best
things I've ever had done.”

Moncrief says the impact
of her ablation was immedi-
ate, and it’s been long-last-
ing. She hasn’t noticed an
irregular heartbeat a single
time since her procedure, and
she doesn’t struggle with fa-
tigue or shortness of breath.

Moncrief remains a bit sur-
prised she had to come back
home to southwest Georgia
to get the relief she sought
for so long, but she said she
will be forever grateful for
the care and compassion she
received at Phoebe.

“I would highly recom-
mend this procedure, Dr. Co-
man, his staff and Phoebe,”
she said. “I think God has a
way of putting us where we
need to be.”

From 1A

GATOR

“I knew something was
going on because my wife
called me back-to-back. She
said, ‘There’s an alligator in
the yard.”

The Dougherty County Po-
lice Department and Geor-
gia Department of Natural
Resources, which lassoed
the alligator for removal, re-
sponded. So did a number
of curious neighbors.

“Everybody came out to
look,” Jones said. “It gave
a lot of excitement in the
subdivision here. He started
out in the front yard and he
ended up in the back.”

It was the second sighting
of an alligator in the subdi-
vision in about a decade,
Jones said.

Alligators who wander into
residents’ yards are usually
trapped and released in a
safe area for them and far-
ther away from people, Kay-
la Harrelson, administra-
tive assistant for the DNR’s
Wildlife Resources Division
office in Albany, said.

The office generates a num-
ber of calls about alligators,
particularly from Lake Black-
shear, where the reptiles
sometimes take up residence
at boat docks. People some-
times feed them, which leads
them to becoming a nuisance
as they will approach other
humans looking for a snack.

“If it’s a pond, we can re-
move them,” Harrelson said.
“If it’s a lake, there’s noth-
ing we can do. That’s where
they live.”

The large reptiles are mov-
ing this time of year, prob-
ably looking for a cool spot
in the heat, she said. Resi-
dents in areas where alliga-
tors roam should be on the
alert, keep pets on a leash
and keep children away from
the water.

“They can give us a call
and we can see about send-
ing trappers out to remove
them,” Harrelson said. “Most
of the time, (trappers will)
relocate them. If they see one
that’s deemed to be aggres-
sive, they (trappers) could
euthanize it.”

have one. I think based on the
rates that we have, we have
enough volume for a full-time
truancy officer on staff.”

Board members expressed
support for pairing interven-
tion with accountability.

“I just want to echo what
Dr. Hand stated: enforcement
is essential,” District 5 board
member the Rev. James Bush
said. “I don’t think you have
to be mean, but I think you
have to be firm to let the par-
ents know that we are con-
cerned about that.”

Dyer agreed that parental
involvement remains cen-
tral to improving attendance,
particularly among younger
students.

“When a child in pre-kinder-
garten through eighth grade
has an attendance issue, it’s
not the child,” he said.

Instead, he said, the district
wants to strengthen commu-
nication with parents while
helping families understand
the long-term importance of
consistent attendance.

“We want to improve en-
gagement with parents and
help them understand that
attendance does matter,”
Dyer said.

He also suggested that lin-
gering attitudes formed dur-
ing the pandemic continue to
influence attendance habits.

“I think one of the things
that happened with COVID
is people started thinking if
you don’t make it, you can
do it virtually,” he said. “But
attendance does matter, par-
ticularly in education.”

Dyer concluded by describ-
ing chronic absenteeism as a
community challenge rather
than solely a school issue, say-
ing the district will continue
working with families, the
courts and other local part-
ners to improve attendance.

“We want to engage our vil-
lage to assist because this is
a community issue, not just
Dougherty County, not just
Georgia, but nationwide,”
he said.

In addition to the proposed
truancy officer, Dyer said the
district plans to launch a Parent
University program designed
to provide parents with ad-
ditional tools and resources
to support their children’s
academic success, describing
it as another component of
the district’s broader effort
to improve student outcomes
through stronger family en-
gagement.
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Horos

ARIES (March 21-April
19): This is the most electric
day in August as stars slide
dramatically upward into
tomorrow, August’s highest
scoring day. It could be a
positive day for a family deci-
sion concerning money. Find
a creative direction.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20): Your nurturing energy
could be the loving hug, the
warm cup of tea, the soak in a
soothing bath for someone
today. Some new ideas or
directions could be brewing
up in your living space.

GEMINI (May 21-June
20): Friends could be all over
the place today and tomor-
row — swinging from genius
to friendly to extremely off-
putting. Flow with the rapid
changes, no need to react
other than to uphold bound-
aries if needed.

CANCER (June 21-July
22): Use patience and discre-
tion in the workplace today
and tomorrow as energies
could rapidly shift between
positive and negative poles. A
new path toward increasing
cash flow could emerge.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22):
While an idea could look
plausible for a few hours, new
intel could arise quickly that
will clarify the downsides. Get
full details and consider
downstream consequences
before you decide to act.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22): If you've been investing
in your growth and self-mas-
tery, you could be close to an
important breakthrough.
Much could become clear
about next steps in your life.
Get answers from within for
the win.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
22): A short-term rocky road
through a partnership could
be evening out into an easier
path to walk as new ideas
bring forth greater coopera-
tion. Look to a friendship for
an insight or offer one to a
friend.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov.
21): Something that might
have had you very frustrated
could suddenly resolve itself
in a beautiful yet completely
unexpected way. A fringe
benefit could be bringing
people together. Career

insights could be vital.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21): A novel adven-
ture with a friend could make
special memories if you have
the luxury of playing hooky
for a few hours. Don’t play
small, let in something entire-
ly new. Pivotal intel could
land soon.

CAPRICORN (Dec.
22-Jan. 19): A potentially
trying few days at home could
level out now into a more
cooperative vibe centering
around a new way of doing
things. If you truly have the
clarity and your individual
cycles align, consider a finan-
cial move.

AQUARIUS  (Jan.
20-Feb. 18): Misunder-
standings in communication
could settle down and more
receptivity could be the fre-
quency now. A long-term
relationship could be enter-
ing a period of growth as new
options emerge.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20): Your head could be clear
enough today to know how to
postilion yourself or how to
move financially now but
beware someone else’s urgen-
cy or insistence. It may not be
based on any tangible benefit.

IF TODAY IS YOUR
BIRTHDAY: Once you
know the direction clearly,
the journey gets a lot easier.
While much of 2026 may
have tested you, things should
have begun getting easier.
One big gift for your birthday
month is a clearer than ever
understanding of your own
purpose and destiny. Don't
let its potentially breathtak-
ing scope frighten you, your
whole life has been preparing
you to step into this. Septem-
ber could bring the cash flow,
charm and attractiveness
you've wanted. Be wise with
these gifts — don’t misuse
them as could be possible.
Pay close attention to glim-
mers and intuition in Octo-
ber, some very high guidance
could come through. So could
a happy surprise or windfall,
along with renewed belief in
yourself and your life. Novem-
ber could bring a parade of
help, ideas and resources,
including more money.

= TODAY IN =~
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70 - The Romans destroy
the Second Temple in Jeru-
salem

1783 - 1,400 people are
killed in Japan when Mount
Asama erupts. The eruption
causes a famine and 20,000
additional deaths occur.

1790 - The U.S. Coast
Guard is founded as Revenue
Cutter Service

1821 - The Saturday Eve-
ning Post is published as a
weekly newspaper for the
first time and is published
until 1969

1902 - The Greenwich foot
tunnel under the River
Thames opens in East Lon-
don

1914 - During World War
I, Germany invades Belgium.
Belgium and the United
Kingdom declare war on
Germany, while the United
States declares it’s neutrality.

1944 - Jewish diarist Anne
Frank, her family and four

HISTORY N~

others are arrested in
Amsterdam by the Gestapo
following a tip from an infor-
mant.

1946 - An 8.0 magnitude
earthquake hits northern
Dominican Republic. 100
are killed, and 20,000 are
left homeless.

1964 - North Vietnam tor-
pedos U.S. destroyers USS
Maddox and USS Turner Joy
in the Gulf of Tonkin

1977 - U.S. President
Jimmy Carter establishes the
U.S. Department of Energy

1991 - The Greek cruise
ship MTS Oceanos sinks off
the coast of South Africa

2019 - A shooting in Day-
ton, Ohio results in nine peo-
ple killed and 26 injured

2020 - 2,700 tons of
ammonium nitrate explodes
in Beirut, Lebanon kills 220
people with over 5,000
wounded

CALENDAR OF OBSERVANCES

e Hooray For Kid’s Day

* National Chocolate Chip
Cookie Day

* National Night Ouft -
August 4, 2026 (First
Tuesday in August)

¢ National White Wine Day

e Raisin Bran Day

¢ Single Working Woman'’s
Day

e US Coast Guard Birthday
(USCG)

(The Albany Herald (U.S.P.S. 012-320), 306 W. Broad Ave.,
Albany, Ga 31701, published daily by GTLN, is the legal or-
gan of Dougherty and Calhoun Counties. Periodicals class
postage paid at Albany, Ga. Postmaster: Send address
changes to The Albany Herald, 306 W. Broad Ave., Albany,
\Go 31701. Business Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.)
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

“Life is something that happens when
you can’t get fo sleep.”

Fran Lebowitz,
writer (1950-)

CORRECTION

This newspaper is committed to publish-
ing fair and accurate information. Errors
should be brought to the attention of
Editor Carlton Fletcher at (229) 888-9300.
Corrections or clarifications will appear
in this space.
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Daily Bridge Club

Expert errors

By Frank Stewart
Tribune Content Agency

“I've heard some mistakes
called ~“expert errors,”” a club
player said to me. “I thought ex-
perts didn’t make errors; that's
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why they’re experts.”

“Everybody makes er-
rors,” | said. “An expert
will make few techni-
cal errors, but anyone
can have a blind spot.”

Having overcalled in spades,
today’s West led the king against
four hearts. South, reputedly an
expert, put up dummy’s ace -
and East ruffed and led a dia-
mond. South took the ace, drew
trumps and led a spade, but
West played low. Dummy’s nine
won, but South wound up los-
ing a spade, a ruff, a diamond
and a club.

FOCUS

South lost focus at Trick One;
dummy must play a low spade.
West next leads a low spade:
nine, ruff by East. South can
win the diamond return, draw
trumps, lead a spade to dum-

Frank Stewart

"y

my’s jack and take the ace
for 10 tricks.

South would have done
L well to raise North's INT

to 3NT. South could count
eight tricks in his own hand,
‘ and surely North would

produce one more.

Maybe South was really
no expert.

DAILY QUESTION

You hold: S NoneH107 5
3DQ10862CK984.The
opponents are vulnerable. Your
partner deals and opens three
clubs. The next player doubles.
What do you say?

ANSWER: Your opponents can
surely make six spades, maybe
seven. Experts would have vari-
ous tactical approaches. Some
might raise gently to four clubs or
five clubs; others might try some
outrageous bluff bid. My prefer-
ence against good opponents
would be to bid seven clubs.

South dealer

Both sides vulnerable

Advice Columnist

Friend left out of burial
plans but still grieving

By Eric Thomas
Tribune Content Agency

Dear Eric: This question may
be way off base, but is there a
way to find out if a Celebration
of Life is going to be held? A
very dear friend passed away
last fall and was laid to rest.

Sadly, nobody contacted me
as to when the burial was be-
cause I had to move from our
home.

I'm trying to move on, but
closure may be affecting me. I
have no ill will against anyone.
I just want to know if there is
a gathering coming up. I'm
probably grasping at straws
here. Thank you for listening.

— Sad and Missing Him

Dear Missing Him: I'm
sorry for the loss of your friend.
Funerals and Celebrations of
Life can help us to start to find
closure when we're in grief.
Without them, the grief can be
harder to navigate. This isn’t
to say it will always be there,
or that you don’t have any op-
tions, however.

First, reach out to your friends
to find out if there is a gather-
ing planned or, if there was
already a gathering, if there’s
a program or a video or a re-
membrance website you can
visit to share your feelings and
memories of the deceased. It’s
not inappropriate to ask, espe-
cially since you've moved away.
People will understand that
you're trying to process your
grief and honor your friend.

If there isn’t something
planned, consider planning
something yourself. It doesn’t
have to be large. It could be as
simple as having friends over
to your place, or meeting in a
park or coffee shop, and shar-
ing stories about your friend.
Community and commemo-

ration are the most important
aspects here. It doesn’t have to
be formal; it just has to be an
opportunity for you and your
friends to feel less alone as you
process your grief.

Dear Eric: I have a friend
who is generally wonderful and
well-meaning but can be an
exasperating conversational-
ist. She is rather full of herself
— her activities, her opinions,
her experiences, her history
— and loves to talk endlessly
about all things “her.”

She is intense, goes on and
on, adds unnecessary details,
and hardly takes a breath. She
is either terrible at reading the
room or simply doesn'’t care.

In addition, but related, she
is only interested in other peo-
ples’ lives or activities, so that
she can give her opinion on
the same, so it again becomes
about her.

What are some things I can
do to stop this behavior with-
out making her hurt or mad?

— Conversation Conundrum

Dear Conversation: You
might start from a place of as-
suming she doesn'’t realize what
she’s doing,. It could be an is-
sue with attention or an ea-
gerness to entertain that’s go-
ing sideways. In that case, you
could point it out gently when
it happens. “We’ve been talk-
ing about [x] for a bit. I'd like to
share something. Can we switch
gears?” Gauge her response to
redirects like this. She may be
happy to talk about something
else with you.

Or she might be resistant to
it. If that’s the case, you might
need to be more direct. It will
be more effective to talk about
her habits in the context of your
friendship rather than casting
a wide net over her behavior

Eric Thomas
with everyone.

Have a conversation about
how the two of you talk and
what aspects of it you want to
be different. Go in with sugges-
tions that are proactive, like, “it
would mean a lot if you could
ask me about [x] more. Do you
think you could do that?”

Part of this may simply be how
she’s built. But if it’s rubbing
you the wrong way, it’s good
to say something so that you
can maintain the friendship
without hard feelings. She may
not totally change her ways in
every conversation, but that’s
not your job to fix. What you
can work on is the way that you
two communicate so that you
both feel heard.

Dear Eric: Just wanted to
share a resource with you for
grief support for survivors of
suicide in reference to the letter
from “Confused and Grieving
Daughter”, who lost her mother
to suicide. Heartbeat (https://
www.heartbeatsurvivorsafter-
suicide.org/) is an organization
that offers group support, as
well as other resources.

If a person seeking help isn’t
ready to attend the meetings,
the resource tab offers litera-
ture that I found comforting
during the grief process of my
brother’s suicide. Best wishes
and thank you for all you do.

— Walking Life’s Journey

Dear Journey: I'm sorry for
the loss of your brother and I
appreciate this resource. Heart-
beat is one of a number of very
helpful organizations to which
people can turn when grieving
aloved one. Other survivors of
suicide will surely benefit from
knowing they’re not alone and
can find comfort and healing.

Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA
19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.

SQUAWKBOX

squawkbox@albanyherald.com

Of the list of gross mis-
appropriations $600G
for hotel consultant, $198G
non-existent virtual tour,
$2M for downtown, count-
less money for the Ritz -- let’s
not forget the most glan-
dulous of all farces: Desota
and the $2 billion grant to
an associated group of shell
nonprofits, to this day totally
unaccounted for.

Yes, by all means, let’s all
of us -- the 15 or so that ex-
ist -- go out and celebrate
the half-million-dollar skate
park. What this commission
has proven is that it has no
concept of the term fiscal
responsibility, nor does it
get the concept of wasteful
spending. How long before
this park ends up looking
like the other one ... decrep-
it, vandalized and in need of
more (taxpayer) money?

You cannot subsidize irre-
sponsibility and expect peo-
ple to become more respon-
sible.

Exactly what do you con-
sider your fair share of what
I have worked for my whole
life?

Poor Terrell Jacobs. He
has a group of commission-
ers under his charge who
are swayed by a handful of
constituents: some who pay
for the privilege, others who
simply get preferential treat-
ment because of their wal-
lets, ethnic backgrounds or
their church affiliation. Every
study says data centers could
be an immediate boost to
communities’ bottom lines,
especially communities like
Albany that’s filled with
non-workers who pay no tax-
es. We just can’t seem to get
things right ... and with this
group, we never will.

Damn, Fletcher, youre
sounding more and more like
an old crank. Surely there’s
something about mod-
ern-day America you like?

Now that everyone around
here has decided to put a
hold on data centers, how
about we do a two-year mor-
atorium on The Albany Her-
ald and other news outlets
talking about them? I'm sure
the Second Coming might get
close to as much coverage ...
if it’s not on a busy day.

It’s easy to figure out what
the latest talking points will
be on any given day. Trump
and some of the buffoons
in his clown car get out and
start saying meaningless
things that the chief clown
told them to say. And his
ever-shrinking -- but blind-
ly loyal -- band of followers
spout the same things, just
like good little cult members
are supposed to do.

In 1959 Khrushchev said,
“Your children’s children
will live under communism.”
Control health care, and you
control people. Increase the
poverty level as high as pos-
sible; poor people are easier
to control. Increase debt to
an unsustainable level. Gun
control: Remove the ability
to defend yourself. Welfare:
Take control of every aspect
(food, housing,income) of
people’s lives This is social-
ism/communism, which we
already have brewing. Wake
up, America.

Carlton’s goal in life is to be
the reason local politicians
need therapy and bail mon-

ey.

Since 2015, left-wing
Democrats act like Trump’s
movement is temporary.
The American people don’t
want what they’re selling, but
they keep wondering why the
country keeps telling them
no.

DELIVERY QUESTIONS: If your pc-
per hasn’t been delivered call our
Circulation Department at 229-
888-9300. Hours are 8:30 am-5 pm
weekdays, closed on holidays. A
customer service representative
will assist you. (All papers are by
mail only and delivered by U.S.
Postal Service.)

POSTAL SERVICE COMPLAINTS:
If you are dissatisfied with delivery,
ask your postmaster for a Con-
sumer Service Card and record

The Albany Herald

MAIN OFFICE: 229-888-9300
SUBSCRIPTIONS: 229-888-9300

your complaint. If this does not
bring improvement, contact us at
1-800-ASK-USPS (1-800-275-8777) or
TTY: 711., or write your complaint
to USPS’s Consumer Advocate
office atf: United States Postal Ser-
vice Office of the Consumer Ad-

vocate, 475 L' Enfant Plaza SW,
Washington, D.C. 20260

TO REPORT NEWS ITEMS: Email
the editor at carlton.fletcher@al-
banyherald.com or call 229-888-
9300.

CLASSIFIED, DISPLAY OR ONLINE

ADS: Advertising can be placed
by phone, email and/or in person
Mon.-Fri., 8:30 am - 5 pm or call
229-888-9300. For classifieds and
display/public notices/online ads
email Phil Cody at phil.cody@al-
banyherald.com or call 229-888-
9300.

Our office is at 306 W. Broad Ave.,
Albany, GA 31701.

BILLING: Business hours are Mon-
day-Friday 8:30 am-5 pm, contact
number: 229-888-9300.
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TODAY’S “I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as
BIBLE a cloud, thy sins: return unto me; for I have redeemed thee.”
VERSE Isaiah 44:22

COLUMNIST B THOMAS KNAPP

Fauci unmasked, despite
the 5th Amendment

n the advice of counsel, I
Orespectfully decline to

answer based upon my
rights under the Fifth Amend-
ment to the Constitution.”

On July 29, Dr.
Anthony Fauci said that
111 times in response to
questions from mem-
bers of the Senate
Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs
Subcommittee.

“What day of the week
is it today?”

“On the advice of
counsel, I respectfully
decline to answer based upon my
rights under the Fifth Amend-
ment to the Constitution.”

“What color tie are you wear-
ing?”

“On the advice of counsel, I
respectfully decline to answer
based upon my rights under the
Fifth Amendment to the Constitu-
tion.”

And so on, and so forth.

I'm no Fauci fan, but I don’t
blame him one bit for refusing to
answer questions. His pardon
from then-president Joe Biden for
all actions taken between 2014
and 2025 wouldn’t cover any
accusation of lying to Congress
now, and his enemies in the Sen-
ate clearly have it in for him.

“What color tie are you wear-
ing?”

“Navy blue with white spots.”

“Liar! It’s midnight blue with
off-white dots. You're going to
jail.”

American political conflict really
has become that petty, and it’s a

THOMAS KNAPP

shame ... because Fauci has a lot
to answer for. Witch hunt tactics
aside, U.S. Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky.,
performed a valuable public ser-
vice by releasing excerpts from
Fauci’s diaries.

I've been browsing
those excerpts for a
couple of days now;
they run to several hun-
dred pages, so I haven’t
had time to do a thor-
ough beginning-to-end
read.

They unmask (pun
entirely intended) Fauci
as a not very likable
bureaucrat, flattered by attention
and susceptible to that flattery,
constantly butt-hurt by any attack
on or even public disagreement
with his pronouncements, and
laser-focused not on “public
health” as such nearly so much as
on maintaining his position and
reputation as America’s top “pub-
lic health authority.”

That’s obvious from any num-
ber of issues the excerpts cover,
but I've already mentioned masks,
so let’s go there.

On March 8, 2020, Fauci offered
sound, scientifically supported
advice on masks in an interview
with CBS’s “60 Minutes”:

“There’s no reason to be walking
around with a mask,” he said..
“When you're in the middle of an
outbreak, wearing a mask might
make people feel a little bit better
and it might even block a droplet,
but it’s not providing the perfect
protection that people think that
it is. And, often, there are unin-
tended consequences — people

keep fiddling with the mask and
they keep touching their face.”

That advice remains sound and
scientifically supported to this day
... but within weeks, possibly days,
Fauci’s political instincts had him
second-guessing himself. In an
April 15 email, Fauci relents:
“Walk out of the streets and peo-
ple are wearing them anyway. We
should be on board with them.”

More than just “on board,”
Fauci became an avid mask evan-
gelist and active mask scold. At
least partially as a result of his
efforts, the U.S., state, and local
governments spent billions on
masks and legally mandated their
wear.

For many fearful and gullible
individuals, the masks became
quasi-religious garments, signifi-
ers of faith in St. Fauci.

What the masks didn’t do was
prevent transmission of COVID-
19.

How many Americans died from
the virus after believing — because
Fauci said so — that putting pieces
of cloth over their faces would
keep them safe?

Biden’s pardon protects him
from criminal penalties for past
misdeeds and the Fifth Amend-
ment protects him from further
incriminating himself by talking
to Congress ... but how about a
class action lawsuit seeking dam-
ages in the amount Americans
spent on the useless but mandat-
ed masks he abandoned science to
shill for? Any lawyers out there
who’d like a percentage?

Thomas L. Knapp is director and senior news analyst at the William Lloyd Garrison Center for Libertarian
Advocacy Journalism (thegarrisoncenter.org). He lives and works in north-central Florida.

COLUMNIST @ WAYNE FOWLER

It’s time for many
fo ‘touch grass’

opular culture comes up
with some doozies.

“You need to go touch
grass” is a playful way to suggest
someone has been online too long.
In a deeper sense, it means some-
one needs to connect with what is
true and real. They need a reboot.

Truth claims abound these days.
Some look an awful lot like con-
spiracy theories, which insist
(without evidence) that
a secretive group of
people are controlling
events with malicious
intent.

Another way to drift
away from reality is
“expressive individual-
ism.” This is philoso-
pher Charles Taylor’s
term describing how
“each of us has his/her
own way of realizing our human-
ity ... as against surrendering to
conformity with a model imposed
on us from outside” (i.e. society,
parents, or religion).

In other words, you are sup-
posed to find your own meaning
and define your own morality
according to what connects to

WAYNE FOWLER

your feelings. The irony is, chas-
ing happiness like that is not new,
nor does it work. It becomes its
own captivity, resulting in loneli-
ness, guilt, and anxiety. It causes
crises of identity, fear of failure,
and loss of hope for the future.

These pathologies are rooted in
the bad soil of self-idolatry. It’s
time to go touch grass. These
pathologies are what you would
expect if the world has
no design, no purpose,
no evil, no good, noth-
ing but blind, pitiless
indifference, using the
words of Richard
Dawkins.

But if there is a Cre-
ator, for Whom I submit
there is overwhelming
evidence, then there is a
joy to be found, a reality
to be known. To accept the Cre-
ator’s design and intent for you as
a human calls for blessed change.
C.S. Lewis wrote, “If you are on
the wrong road, progress means
doing an about turn and walking
back to the right road; and in that
case the man who turns back
soonest is the most progressive

man. There is nothing progressive
about being pig-headed and refus-
ing to admit a mistake.”

So recognizing cultural captivi-
ty, you can either be pig-headed
or go touch grass. (Please take
that in the good humor intended.)

“By what a man is overcome, by
this is he enslaved.” (2 Pet. 2:19)
That is pig-headed.

But Jesus said, “If you continue
in My word ... you will know the
truth,

and the truth will make you
free.” (John 8:31-32) That is an
offer to walk away from captivity,
barefoot on the green grass.

The reality is God created you
with purpose and dignity. He
loves you and invites you to enjoy
the repentant life of faith in Jesus,
your Savior. Step outside in the
yard at night and look up.

“When I consider Your heavens,
the work of Your fingers, the
moon and the stars, which You
have ordained; What is man that
You take thought of him?” (Psa.
8:3-4)

Go touch grass.

By Wayne Fowler mountainchristian@brmemc.net

The Albany Herald encourages letters to the editor on topics of general interest, but reserves the
right to edit them for content and length. Letters should be no longer than 400 words and must
include the writer’'s name, address and daytime phone number for verfication purposes.

COLUMNIST B YONATAN HAMBOURGER

The difference
between getting older
and truly living

ne of the quiet fears many
Opeople carry is not simply

aging. It is the fear of
slowly disappearing while still
alive.

Not physically, but inwardly.
Days accumulate. Responsibili-
ties are handled. Yet somewhere
beneath the movement of ordi-
nary life, a person senses that
time is no longer being fully
inhabited.

That tension lives inside a sub-
tle phrase in Parshat (Torah por-
tion) Chayei Sarah (Genesis
24:1): “Abraham was old, he
came in days.”

At first glance, the

human life: Meaning is not con-
fined to youth.

Aging, in the Torah’s under-
standing, is not merely surviving
past one’s prime. It is the oppor-
tunity to become more fully
formed, to carry wisdom with
greater humility, to act with
deeper intentionality, and to
stop confusing novelty with pur-
pose.

There is something deeply
countercultural about that idea.
Modern life often measures
value through speed, visibility
and constant reinvention. Aging
can therefore feel threatening

because it appears to

wording sounds
redundant. Of course
someone who grows
old has accumulated
days. But Jewish tra-
dition hears some-
thing deeper inside
the phrase.
Abraham did not

move a person further
from what society cel-
ebrates most. But the
Torah suggests that a
meaningful life is not
built primarily through
novelty or attention. It
is built through depth
— through becoming

merely possess many bN ATAN‘.V more present, more
days. He entered HAMBOURGER generous, more
them. thoughtful, and more

The sages understand “he
came in days” to mean that
Abraham arrived fully into the
life he was given. His days were
not empty stretches of time sim-
ply endured or consumed. They
were inhabited intentionally —
filled with purpose, action,
growth and moral presence.

That understanding trans-
forms the Torah’s vision of aging.
Modern culture often treats
aging as gradual diminishment.
Youth becomes associated with
possibility, movement and sig-
nificance, while later years are
quietly framed as retreat from
relevance. Even people who
reject that idea intellectually
often absorb it emotionally. They
begin speaking about their most
meaningful experiences as
though they already belong per-
manently to the past.

But Abraham’s story moves in
the opposite direction. Many of
the defining moments of his life
occur late, not early. At 91, he
enters the covenant through cir-
cumcision. At 100, Isaac is born.
Later comes the Akeidah — the
binding of Isaac — which
becomes the greatest spiritual
test of his life. After Sarah’s
death, he purchases the Cave of
Machpelah, securing the first
permanent foothold in the
Promised Land. He arranges
Isaac’s future and continues
shaping the generations that fol-
low.

Abraham does not fade from
the story as he ages. He deepens
into it. That may be one of the
Torah’s most radical ideas about

awake to the responsibilities and
relationships entrusted to us.

Chassidic teaching expands
this idea further. Each day lived
with awareness, kindness and
spiritual intention adds light to
the soul. To “come in days”
means more than passing
through time. It means bringing
oneself fully into time, showing
up awake to one’s responsibili-
ties, relationships and opportu-
nities rather than drifting
mechanically through them.

That challenge belongs to
every age. A younger person can
waste years while remaining
outwardly busy. An older person
can remain inwardly alive
through curiosity, generosity
and continued growth. The issue
is not chronology. It is presence.

And presence is often revealed
through very ordinary choices. A
conversation listened to atten-
tively. A kindness offered delib-
erately. A moment of gratitude
genuinely felt instead of rushed
past. The willingness to continue
learning rather than assuming
life has already taught every-
thing worth knowing. These
moments rarely appear impor-
tant while they are happening,
yet they quietly shape the texture
of an entire life.

None appears dramatic on its
own. Yet over time, these
moments become the difference
between merely aging and truly
living.

Abraham’s greatness was not
only that he lived a long life. It
was that he continued entering
life fully until the very end.

Yonatan Hambourger is a rabbi and teacher. He welcomes
questions and comments at y@TasteofTorah.org. More of his
work can be found at www.TasteofTorah.org.
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What
to watch
TUESDAY

August 4, 2026

All times Eastern. Start times can vary based
on cable/satellite provider. Confirm times on
your on-screen guide.

Kitchen Nightmares
FOX, 8 p.m.

Slow service, an inexperienced staff and
half-baked leadership have Borelli’s Pizzeria
crumbling. In tonight’s new episode, Gordon
Ramsay learns about the personal struggles
affecting the owner and helps put both the
owner’s well-being and the restaurant on the
path to recovery.

Beat Shazam

FOX, 9 p.m.

In the new episode “No One Can Stop
Them!,” teams of best friends, mechanics
and physical therapists try to identify some
of the biggest hit songs for the chance to win
$1 million. Host Jamie Foxx returns with co-
host and deejay Corinne Foxx.

CATCH A CLASSIC .

Summer Under the Stars:

Glenn Ford
TCM, beginning at 6 a.m.

Gwyllyn Samuel Newton Ford, later known
in the industry as Glenn Ford, is being hon-
ored today with a marathon of 12 movies.
This Canadian American actor was most
popular as a go-to leading man during
Hollywood’s golden age. The day kicks off
with Don’t Go Near the Water (1957), the
film adaptation of the novel by William
Brinkley, which landed Ford a 1958 Golden
Globe nomination for Best Actor. It tells the
story of a Navy man trying to capture the
attention of a nurse. Ford’s ability to play
an ordinary man in an out-of-the-ordinary
situation is seen in the films It Started
With a Kiss (1959), a rom-com about an
impulsive marriage between an Air Force
sergeant and showgirl who wind up in

‘Once Upon a Time
in Space’

Hard Knocks:
Training Camp With
the Seattle Seahawks

HBO, 9 p.m. m Season Premiere

This will be the first time since Hard Knocks
launched in 2001 with the Baltimore Ravens
that the series has documented the defend-
ing Super Bowl champion. The five-episode
series will unfold at the Seahawks training
camp in Renton, Washington, and will feature
head coach Mike Macdonald, quarterback
Sam Darnold, 2025 Associated Press NFL
Offensive Player of the Year Jaxon Smith-
Njigha, and defensive standouts Devon With-
erspoon and Byron Murphy .

MGM

Spain; The Courtship of Eddie’s Father
(1963), in which a widower falls in love
with his neighbor; Dear Heart (1964), the
story of two middle-aged people who fall
in love at a postmaster convention; The
Big Heat (1953), where a rogue cop takes
the law into his own hands; and more. The
last movie in the lineup is Cimarron (pic-
tured), a 1960 Western starring Ford as
frontiersman Yancey Cravat, based on the
real-life pioneer Temple Houston, which
tells the tale of pioneer struggles and cor-
rupt developers.

TV REIMAGINED
What to Waich Now!

PICASA

Once Upon a Time in Space
PBS, 9 p.m. ®m Series Finale

The documentary series sharing personal
stories from the past 50 years of space ex-
ploration concludes with “Friends Forever.”
The International Space Station is only half
complete when the loss of space shuttle
Columbia and its crew in 2003 delays con-
struction. The ISS is eventually completed in
2011, and the space shuttle program is re-
tired after 30 years. NASA sends astronauts
to space aboard Russian rockets until private
companies enter the market with new vehi-
cles. Tensions between the U.S. and Russia
rise over Russia’s annexation of Crimea and
invasion of Ukraine, casting doubt on the two
countries’ future cooperation in space.

Kitchen Undercover
Food Network, 9 p.m.

This high-stakes, sneak-attack restaurant
rescue premiered last week and is led by
chef Antonia Lofaso, alongside sous-chef
Nestor Milian, who goes full undercover and
slips into failing restaurants that are one
more bad review away from total collapse.
Tonight’s episode visits Broken Spirits, a
once-booming barbecue joint that is about
to go bust. The team goes undercover to
clean up the kitchen and the staff’s attitudes
before the owner is forced to go out of busi-
ness.

The Proof Is Out There:
Unexplained Edition

History, 10:30 p.m. = Season Finale
Unexplained lights continue to baffle
witnesses around the world. From North
Carolina’s Brown Mountain Lights to Texas’
legendary Marfa Lights, Tony Harris and his
team investigate the evidence and deliver
their verdict.

MOVIES
YOU’LL LOVE

NIKO TAVERNISE

0ld School (2003, Comedy) Luke
Wilson, Will Ferrell Paramount,
6 p.m.

Tangled (2010, Children) Mandy
Moore, Zachary Levi Freeform,
6:55 p.m.

Spider-Man: No Way Home (2021,
Action) Tom Holland, Zendaya FX,
7 p.m.

My Mother Looked Just Like You
(2025, Suspense) Jenny Heaton,
Avery Joy Davis LMN, 8 p.m.

Starship Troopers (1997, Science
fiction) Casper Van Dien, Dina
Meyer BBC America, 8 p.m.

Uncle Buck (1989, Comedy) John
Candy, Amy Madigan AMC, 8 p.m.

The Accountant (2016, Suspense)
Ben Affleck, Anna Kendrick TNT,
9 p.m.

The Princess and the Frog (2009,
Children) Anika Noni Rose, Bruno
Campos Freeform, 9 p.m.

Double Double Trouble (2026,
Suspense) Tami Roman, Colin Law-
rence LMN, 10 p.m.

The Great Outdoors (1988, Com-
edy) Dan Aykroyd, John Candy
AMC, 10:15 p.m.

Easy A (2010, Comedy) Emma Stone,
Penn Badgley VH1, 10:30 p.m.

The Hangover Part Il (2011, Com-
edy) Bradley Cooper, Ed Helms Par-
amount, 10:30 p.m.

Joker (2019, Crime drama) Joa-
quin Phoenix, Robert De Niro TNT,
11:30 p.m.

weekly
From the editors of
TV Weekly and tvinsider.com

$3.99/Month
CALL: 888-899-9992

Mention code: tunel

What
to watc
WEDNESDAY

August 5, 2026

All times Eastern. Start times can vary based
on cable/satellite provider. Confirm times on
your on-screen guide.

MasterChef

FOX, 8 p.m.

Former contestant Nick DiGiovanni is a guest
judge in the new episode “Global Feed,” in
which the contestants must strike the perfect
balance between authenticity and social me-
dia appeal.

Nation’s Dumbest

FOX, 9 p.m.

Only nine contestants remain in the new epi-
sode “Feud for Thought,” as tensions rise and
rivalries start to form. The celebrities push
themselves to their limits, tackling everything
from general knowledge trivia to a life-sized
human labyrinth. Jack Whitehall hosts.

Alone
History, 9 p.m.

Tonight’s episode, “Tides of Fortune,” sees
turbulent weather continuing to batter the
survivalists, and one participant takes to the
open water while another finds a gold mine
of food in an unlikely source. Meanwhile, a
severe stomach issue puts one survivalist’s
future in jeopardy, and another struggles to
recover from a failed moose hunt.

CATCH A CLASSIC

Summer Under the Stars:

Joan Bennett
TCM, beginning at 6 a.m.

From silent films to the sound era, Joan
Bennett delighted audiences through a wide
range of roles, transitioning from charm-
ing ingenue to sensual femme fatale and,
finally, to warmhearted wife and mother
figure. Today, she returns to Turner Classic
Movies’ annual Summer Under the Stars
event for a 14-film lineup that celebrates
her range, including the 1977 supernatural

TV REIMAGINED

What to Waich Now!

‘The Shards’

The Shards

FX,9p.m. =

Based on the acclaimed bestselling novel

by Bret Easton Ellis, and backed by TV mas-
termind Ryan Murphy (American Horror
Story), this is the summer sizzler you’ve been
waiting for. Set against the vivid backdrop

of 1980s Los Angeles, the series follows a
group of privileged high school seniors at an
elite prep school as they navigate identity,
sex, jealousy, obsession and the dangers
surrounding them with a serial killer loose
and targeting teens. At its center is Bret
(Ighy Rigney), an aspiring writer and keenly
observant teenager whose reality begins to
unravel with the arrival of the mysterious
and magnetic new student Robert Mallory
(Homer Gere). The series also stars Kaia Ger-
ber, Hayes Warner, Graham Campbell, Wes
Bentley, Evan Rachel Wood and Jordan Roth.

horror classic Suspiria, Bennett’s last film
role, for which she earned a Saturn Award
nomination. You'll also catch Bennett de-
liver iconic film noir performances in Scarlet
Street (1945), where she plays two-timing
art criminal Kitty March, and 1944’s The
Woman in the Window (pictured), where
Bennett and costar Edward G. Robinson find
themselves enmeshed in a murder plot.
Other highlights of the day include the 1929
biopic Disraeli, which kicks off the lineup;
Father of the Bride (1950), the comedy that
inspired the 1991 Charles Shyer remake;
House of Dark Shadows (1970), a Gothic
horror feature in which Bennett’s family is
tormented by vampires; and more.

PARI DUKOVIC, FX

How to Catch
a Dirthag

Discovery Channel, 10 p.m. =

In a chaotic world, Michael McWhorter tries
to be a voice of reason. The filmmaker and
director of music videos and commercials,
known as Tizzy, is a go-to justice seeker.
McWhorter finds bullies — a young woman
attacking an older woman selling fruit on
the street, a woman spewing hate speech at
neighbors, men harassing children — then
asks his roughly 11 million social media fol-
lowers, “Can you help me find this person?”
Tizzy is the big brother everyone wants. He’s
not starting fights; he ends them. His new
eight-episode series features interviews with
victims, law enforcement, witnesses and per-
petrators.

RKO PICTURES

What2Watch All Month Long!

Stayluned

MOVIES
YOU’LL LOVE

‘Ghost Rider: Spirit of Vengeance’
COLUMBIA PICTURES

Sixteen Candles (1984, Comedy)
Molly Ringwald, Anthony Michael
Hall AMC, 6 p.m.

The Royal We (2025, Romance)
Mallory Jansen, Charlie Carrick
Hallmark, 6 p.m.

Jurassic World: Fallen Kingdom
(2018, Adventure) Chris Pratt,
Bryce Dallas Howard SYFY, 7 p.m.

Pitch Perfect (2012, Musical com-
edy) Anna Kendrick, Skylar Astin
Freeform, 7:30 p.m.

Footloose (1984, Drama) Kevin Ba-
con, Lori Singer AMC, 8 p.m.

Toast to Italy (2026, Romance)
Will Kemp, Torrey DeVitto Hall-
mark, 8 p.m.

Ghost Rider: Spirit of Vengeance
(2011, Action) Nicolas Cage, Idris
Elba BBC America, 9 p.m.

The Drama (2026, Drama) Ze-
ndaya, Robert Pattinson HBO,
9:15 p.m.

A Young Father’s Nightmare
(2025, Suspense) Kate Dailey, An-
drew Reid LMN, 10 p.m.

ATL (2006, Comedy-drama) Tip
Harris, Lauren London VH1,
10 p.m.

Pretty Woman (1990, Ro-
mance-comedy) Richard Gere, Julia
Roberts TNT, 10:30 p.m.

If 1 Had Legs I'd Kick You (2025,
Suspense) Rose Byrne, Conan
0’Brien HBO, 11 p.m.
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“1 appreciate your insights into life, the afterlife

and relationships, but I’'m really here to say,
‘Guru Rafa Shankira, you've been served!"”

BEETLE BAILEY wort & Greg Walker

THE FAMILY CIRCUS Bil Keane
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©2026 BIl Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com
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Albany man arrested

in sub-$2
robbery

Staff Reporis

news@albanyherald.com

ALBANY -- Albany Po-
lice Department officers ar-
rested a 37-year-old Albany
man on charges of robbery
by sudden snatching, theft
by taking, and obstruction
of alaw enforcement officer.
after the man was accused
of stealing tobacco products
valued at less than $2.

The suspect, identified by
witnesses as John Bush, was
arrested after APD officers
responded to a report of a
robbery on the 1200 block
of Dawson Road. When they
arrived, they learned that
a woman had been robbed
of tobacco products. Wit-
nesses identified the sus-
pect as Bush.

During an altercation, the
victim threw her cellphone
at Bush as he was fleeing the
scene. Bush picked up the
phone and fled on foot. Wit-
nesses said Bush ran to his
residence, and he refused to
open the door after officers
knocked and announced
their presence.

John Bush

Investigators later obtained
a search warrant for Bush’s
residence, where several other
tobacco products matching
the brand involved in the in-
cident were observed. Bush
was taken into custody and
transported to the Dough-
erty County Jail.

APD officials noted that
community involvement
continues to be a valuable
resource in helping solve
crimes and keeping neigh-
borhoods safe. They praised
witnesses who came forward
in this incident.

The department reminded
citizens that any informa-
tion that could assist with
an ongoing investigation
may be reported through
Crime Stoppers at (229)
436-TIPS, the Albany Po-
lice Department mobile app,
or by contacting the Crimi-
nal Investigative Bureau at
(229) 302-0756.

Valdosta man sentenced
for illegally possessing
firearm used in assault

Staff Reports

news@albanyherald.com

ALBANY - A Valdosta
resident with more than a
dozen prior felony con-
victions in Georgia ;
and Florida was M
sentenced to 4
prison forille- £
gally possess- [
ing a firearm
after police re-
sponded to a
victim who was
beaten and pistol-
whipped by the de-
fendant.

“Violent armed repeat of-
fenders who continually ig-
nore the law and disturb the
peace will be held account-
able at the federal level for
their crimes,” U.S. Attorney
Will Keyes said. “Working
alongside our local, state,
and federal law enforcement
partners through the De-
partment of Justice’s Proj-
ect Safe Neighborhoods,
our office is identifying and
bringing to justice the most
egregious offenders.”

“ATF is committed to
holding repeat offenders
accountable and putting
an end to their cycle of vi-
olence,” ATF Special Agent
in Charge Benjamin Gib-
bons said. “Our communi-
ties are safer when those who
consistently break our laws
and threaten our safety are
brought to justice.”

Charvez Thompson, 33,
of Valdosta, was sentenced
to serve 84 months in pris-
on to be followed by three
years of supervised release
by U.S. District Judge Leslie
Abrams Gardner. Thompson
previously pleaded guilty

to one count of possession
of a firearm by a convicted
felon. There is no parole in
the federal system.

According to court docu-
. ments and statements
, made in court, Val-
dosta Police De-
 partment of-
y ficers were
b2 dispatched to
Wiy aresidencein
response to an
assault. Upon
arrival, officers
discovered the vic-

tim with visible inju-
ries, including a head hema-
toma, after being struck by
Thompson with a handgun
wrapped in tape. Thompson
initially denied assaulting
the victim, claiming that the
victim struck him first. How-
ever, officers observed no vis-
ible injuries on Thompson.

A small-caliber leather hol-
ster was found attached to
Thompson’s left boot, and a
revolver that was wrapped
in electrical tape and loaded
with seven rounds was lo-
cated hidden in his truck.
The victim identified the
firearm as the one used in
the assault, a fact corrobo-
rated by a witness. Thomp-
son has an extensive crimi-
nal history, including prior
convictions for aggravated
assault with a deadly weapon
and battery. As a convicted
felon, it is illegal for him to
possess a firearm.

The Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and Ex-
plosives and the Valdosta
Police Department inves-
tigated the case. Assistant
U.S. Attorney Monica Dan-
iels is prosecuting the case
for the government.

Special Photo: Georgia Recorder
A new report says the unauthorized U.S. immigrant popula-
fion grew to its highest level ever by mid-2024, increasing to
156.8 million after hovering at about 11 million since 2010.

 File Photo

Electric power-line installation and repairs is one of the six in-demand occupations that are highlighted in the Georgia

Chamber’s Occupational Profiles: All Career Tracks resource.

Georgia Chamber Foundation
releases Career Track Profiles

Staff Reports

news@albanyherald.com

ATLANTA - The Georgia
Chamber Foundation has re-
leased its new Career Track
Profiles, a workforce resource
designed to help students, ed-
ucators, employers, workforce
professionals, and policymakers
better understand career op-
portunities available in Geor-
gia’s fastest-growing industries.

The inaugural Occupation-
al Profiles: All Career Tracks
highlights six in-demand oc-
cupations that are essential to
Georgia’s economic competi-
tiveness: aircraft mechanics and
service technicians, electrical
engineers, electrical power-line
installers and repairers, electri-
cians, industrial engineers and
machinists. Each profile pro-
vides a detailed overview of the

occupation, including required
education and credentials, sal-
ary expectations, projected job
outlook, key skills, and career
advancement opportunities.
“Utilizing the state’s first uni-
fied High Demand Career List,
our team was able to devel-
op an actionable tool to guide
students and job seekers with
the next steps to find employ-
ment in our fastest-growing,
high-demand careers,” Geor-
gia Chamber Foundation Ex-
ecutive Director Daniela Perry
said. “This resource highlights
the numerous paths that can be
taken whether the individual
is a high school student or an
adult making a career shift and
aids Georgia businesses in fill-
ing their greatest talent needs.”
Developed through the Geor-
giaLAUNCH initiative of the

Georgia Chamber Foundation’s
Center for Workforce & Tal-
ent Preparedness, the report
serves as a practical guide for
connecting Georgians to re-
warding careers while help-
ing employers build the skilled
workforce needed to support
continued economic growth.
By combining labor market in-
formation with career planning
resources, the publication helps
Georgians make informed de-
cisions about education, tech-
nical training, apprenticeships,
certifications, and employment
opportunities.
GeorgiaLAUNCH is a two-
year project aimed at bolster-
ing the workforce pipeline for
high demand careers. These six
occupations highlighted in the
profiles are a few of the state’s
top high-demand careers with

significant upward mobility in
numerous communities across
the state. This research also in-
cludes a skills overlap analysis
among these six occupations,
creating new opportunities
for streamlined training and
upskilling.

The GeorgiaLAUNCH report
dives deeper into this analysis
as well as policy solutions and
employer insights on this topic,
GeorgiaLAUNCH builds upon
the Georgia Chamber Founda-
tion’s growing body of work-
force research and support the
goals of GEORGIA | 2050, the
Chamber’s long-term strategic
plan to ensure Georgia remains
the best state in the nation to
live, work, and do business.

The full report can be found
through the Georgia Chamber’s
Data Hub.

Writers Museum to welcome best-

selling author Robert Gwalthey

Staff Reports

news@albanyherald.com

EATONTON -- Southern
Literary Review wrote: “Robert
Gwaltney undoubtedly has one
of the most stunning imagina-
tions of any author now writing.
Winner of the Georgia Writer of
the Year Award for First Nov-
el, he brings his second novel,
“Sing Down the Moon,” taking
readers into a mythical barrier
island off the coast of Georgia
and into the troubled lives of a
generation of women strangely
cursed.”

The Georgia Writers Museum
is excited to announce Gwaltney
is the August Meet the Author

presenter on Tuesday at 7 p.m.

Tickets are $45 ($40 each
for two or more) and include a
gourmet meal. Contact www.
georgiawritersmuseum.org to
register and pre-order a copy
of Gwaltney’s new book.

Filled with lush, vivid descrip-
tions and wild plot twists, “Sing
Down the Moon” follows 16-year-
old Leontyne Skye on her quest
to escape the devastating heri-
tage of her mother on the Georgia
barrier island known as Good
Hope. Right off, too, Gwaltney
teases his readers with the mys-
tery of “Tribulation Day” and
the accident that cost Leontyne
the loss of her right hand and a
partial loss of memory.

Gwaltney is a graduate of Flor-
ida State University. By day he
serves as vice president of Eas-
ter Seals North Georgia, a non-
profit organization strengthen-
ing children and their families at
the most critical times in their
development. His literary work
has appeared in Southbound
Magazine, Southern Literary
Review, The Blue Mountain
Review, and The Dead Mule
School of Southern Literature.

In 2022, Gwaltney was the re-
cipient of the Pat Conroy Writ-
er’s Residency. He is the new re-
cipient of the Somerset Award
for Literacy and Contemporary
Fiction. Gwaltney is also a con-
tributing writer for “Well Read

Special Photo
Author Robert Gwaltney will
be the August Meet the Au-
thor participant at the Geor-
gia Writers Museum.

Magazine” and podcast host of
“Inside Voices.”

His debut novel, “The Cicada
Tree,” won the 2023 Georgia
Author of the Year Award for
First Novel.

Number of unauthorized immigrants
in U.S. at nearly 16 million in 2024

By Ariana Figueroa
Georgia Recorder

WASHINGTON — The
unauthorized U.S. immigrant
population grew to its highest
level ever by mid-2024, in-
creasing to 15.8 million after
hovering at about 11 million
since 2010, according to data
released Wednesday by a non-
partisan think tank that tracks
migration.

The increase primarily
stemmed from the historic
levels of migration at the south-
ern border that started in 2021
and the Biden administration’s
wide use of humanitarian pa-
role and other temporary legal
status for millions of people,
according to a Migration Pol-
icy Institute report based on
the most recent data from the
U.S. Census Bureau’s American
Community Survey in 2024.

“Between 2019 and 2024,
MPI estimates the unauthor-
ized immigrant population ex-
perienced a net growth of ap-
proximately 5 million people,
or an average of 8% per year,”

according to the report.

“The increases were driven
by the uncommonly strong U.S.
economic recovery after the
COVID-19 pandemic as well
as the large-scale displacement
from countries throughout the
Americas fueled by gang vio-
lence, political repression and
economic challenges.”

But under the second Trump
administration’s aggressive de-
portation campaign and con-
tinued practice of revoking
previously granted legal status
for immigrants, a decrease in
the unauthorized population
is likely.

“Should the administration
succeed in its efforts to sizably
ramp up deportations and if
border entries remain at their
remarkably low levels, the un-
authorized immigrant popula-
tion may begin to decrease into
2026 and beyond,” according
to the report.

Some of that 2024 growth
was also due to several Biden
administration policies. The
administration created new
humanitarian parole programs

that allowed migrants from Af-
ghanistan, Cuba, Haiti, Nicara-
gua, Ukraine and Venezuela to
legally enter the United States
and obtain work permits, ac-
cording to the report.

Another tool rolled out by
the Biden administration, the
CBP One app, which allowed
migrants to schedule appoint-
ments to apply for asylum, also
contributed to the growth of
migration to the U.S.

The biggest growth spurt
occurred between 2022 and
2023, with an increase of 1.6
million newly arrived migrants.

The report also found that
while Mexico typically stands
as the top country of origin for
migrants arriving, “the Mexi-
can share of the unauthorized
population has dropped dra-
matically — from being the
overwhelming share in the
1980s and 1990s, to 62% in
2010 and 35% as of 2024.”

Migrants from Central and
South America have driven the
change in nationality makeup,
according to the report.

“This trend reflects sharp

increases in recent arrivals of
Ecuadorians, Colombians and
especially Venezuelans, as well
as steady growth in unauthor-
ized arrivals from Guatemala
and Honduras,” according to
the report.

In 2023, the Biden admin-
istration created two new hu-
manitarian parole processes.
One was for Cubans, Haitians,
Nicaraguans and Venezuelans.
The second was for migrants
using the CBP One app.

Those humanitarian programs
were similar to one created in
2021 for Afghans, after the cha-
otic U.S. withdrawal from the
country, and for Ukrainians,
after Russia invaded Ukraine
in 2022. In total, those hu-
manitarian parole programs
included roughly 1.4 million
immigrants.

The second Trump adminis-
tration ended those humanitar-
ian parole protections, turned
the CBP One app into a self-de-
portation tool, and has moved
to end Temporary Protected
Status for hundreds of thou-
sands of immigrants.
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Harris has Terrell Eagles focused on becoming tougher

By Joe Whitfield
Sports Editor
DAWSON — Jack Harris has

coached football long enough
to know winning games doesn’t
begin on Friday nights.

It starts months earlier, long
before the lights come on.

For Terrell Academy, that
process began in the weight
room.

“The stronger we are, the
faster we are,” Harris said.
“The better we are, the more
confidence we have.”

After guiding the Eagles
through a 4-7 season in his
first year after retiring from
Terrell County High School,

Harris identified one issue that
affected nearly everything else.

His team simply wasn't strong
enough.

The Eagles were forced to
shuffle lineups throughout last
season after approximately 30
players missed at least one game
because of injuries. At times,
Harris had little choice but to
rely on backups and players
learning unfamiliar positions.

“We played hard,” Harris said.
“But we just couldn’t overcome
those kinds of problems.”

Rather than dwell on last
season’s setbacks, Harris
challenged his players to change
the program’s mentality.

The message has been

consistent throughout the
summer.

“I want you better tomorrow
than you were today, and better
today than you were yesterday.”

It’s a philosophy Harris
credits to legendary Alabama
coach Bear Bryant, and one he
believes has taken root inside
the Eagles’ locker room.

“Our seniors have really
taken ownership,” Harris said.
“They've done a great job holding
each other accountable. The
older kids are showing the
younger kids what work ethic
and commitment look like.”

That accountability has carried
over into offseason workouts.

Harris praised his players
for attacking the weight room

all summer, saying the gains
extend well beyond adding
muscle.

“The weight room builds
confidence, too,” he said. “It’s
the physical part, but it’s also
the mental part. We've got to
have the mindset that we’re
going to be as tough as we can
possibly be.”

Terrell enters preseason
practice with 53 players on the
roster, including a large senior
class and several newcomers
experiencing varsity football
for the first time.

“I love where we are right
now,” Harris said. “We're still
climbing the hill, but we've got
our foot in the door.”

Competition has been one of

the biggest differences.

Several positions remain
unsettled, something Harris
believes benefits everyone.

“Iron sharpens iron,” he said.
“Competition drives athletes.”

The increased depth has also
allowed Harris to limit many
offensive linemen to one side
of the ball, a luxury smaller
schools rarely enjoy.

That should help keep players
fresher as the season progresses.

“We’re more athletic than
we were last year,” Harris said.
“And we've got kids pushing
each other every day.”

The Eagles won’t have long
to wait before seeing how far
they’ve come.

Terrell Academy will host

a preseason jamboree on
Friday, Aug. 7, beginning at
5:30 p.m., with the Eagles
facing Frederica Academy
in a controlled scrimmage.
Southwest Georgia Academy
and Calvary Christian will play
the second scrimmage.

For Harris, the evening won’t
be about the scoreboard.

It will be about measuring
the progress made since the
final whistle of last season.

“We're excited,” Harris said.
“Our kids have worked extremely
hard. They've bought into what
we’re trying to build, and now
we just have to keep getting
better every week.”

Special Photo: Rebecca Johnson, Sherwood Christian Academy
Sherwood Christian senior Dylan Clark will be leading the Sherwood Christian defense into
the new season after earning All-State honors last season.

sherwood taking championship
culture to 11-man foothall

By Joe Whitfield
Sports Editor

ALBANY — For four years,
Sherwood Christian Academy
measured itself against the
best teams in GIAA 8-man
football.

Now the Eagles will find
out where they stand in an
entirely different game.

After winning three state
championships in the past four
seasons while losing jQust two
games, Sherwood is making
the jump to 11-man football
this fall, trading dynasty status
for the uncertainty that comes
with starting over.

The Eagles enter GIAA
Class AA, where familiar
championship expectations
remain but the path becomes
considerably tougher. Region
games against Southwest
Georgia Academy and perennial
power Valwood await, along
with an early-season showdown

against defending Class AA
state champion Robert Toombs.

“We’ve had a really good
summer,” head coach Doug
Eason said. “We've got work to
do, but we have a good group
of players. We are going to be
young, but we will be alright.”

Youth is impossible to ignore.

Sherwood graduated 13
seniors from last year’s team,
including GIAA Player of the
Year Tripp Roberts, an entire
offensive line and every starting
wide receiver.

Only four seniors remain
to help guide the transition,
led by all-state defensive end
Dylan Clark, defensive back
Hunter Gregg and wide receiver
Witt Baker.

“Alot of new faces,” athletic
director Jay Flynt said. “We've
got some guys that can really
play, but we are going to be
very young. We know what
we have signed up for. It is
going to be challenging, but

this season will tell us how
we stack up.”

The adjustment goes well
beyond replacing experienced
players.

Eight-man football and
11-man football demand
different strategies, spacing
and responsibilities, forcing
even returning stars to rethink
the way they play.

Clark, an all-state selection
a year ago, said his role has
changed dramatically.

“Last year I was focused on
getting the tackle or making
the sack,” Clark said. “Now my
job is more about containment
and letting the linebackers
make the tackle, so it is a little
bit of an adjustment.”

Returning all-state running
back Chuck LaGrange has
noticed similar differences
on offense.

See SEASON, 10A

By Joe Whitfield
Sports Editor

value of its roster.

value of $29.4 million.

ATHENS — Not long ago,
the biggest number attached
to a college football program
was its recruiting class ranking.

Today, it’s the estimated

As college athletics enters
its first full season of direct
revenue sharing with athletes,
roster valuations measured in
the tens of millions of dollars
have become the sport’s newest
benchmark. According to
The NIL Standard, Georgia
enters the 2026 season with
an estimated roster NIL value
of $30.4 million, ranking 13th
nationally and illustrating just

an estimated roster value of
$47.6 million, followed by
Oregon ($41.4 million), LSU
($39.8 million), Miami ($37.9
million) and Ohio State ($37.6
million). National Champion
Indiana, which rounds out the
top 15, carries an estimated

Collectively, the nation’s
15 highest-valued rosters are
estimated at more than $521
million.

The numbers are not payrolls
or audited financial statements.

The NIL Standard describes
them as estimates of each
roster’s overall market
value, calculated using
player production, recruiting
rankings, positional importance,
experience, projected role,
program market and other
performance indicators. When
credible contract information
becomes available, those figures
replace the model’s projections.

Viewed that way, the rankings
offer perhaps the clearest
snapshot yet of college football's

how dramatically the financial . i
landscape has changed. new economic reality.
Texas tops the nation with ~ Justafewyearsago, schools

could not legally compensate
athletes beyond scholarships
and limited educational
benefits. Now, following the
arrival of revenue sharing and
an increasingly sophisticated
NILmarketplace, championship
contenders are fielding rosters
valued at more than $30

The Price of Winning: Georgia’s
roster valued at $30.4 million

million.

Georgia’s placement is
especially noteworthy because
the Bulldogs reached that
figure differently than many
of the programs ranked ahead
of them.

Rather than relying on a
handful of mega-contracts,
Georgia’s value is spread
throughout the roster.

Quarterback Gunner
Stockton owns the Bulldogs’
highest individual estimate
at $2 million. Offensive
lineman Earnest Greene
IIT and defensive lineman
Elijah Griffin are each valued
at approximately $1 million,
while Gabe Harris Jr., Juan
Gaston, Drew Bobo, Ekene
Ogboko, Jordan Hall, Isiah
Canion and KJ Bolden round
out the team’s 10 highest-
valued players.

Those 10 players account
for only about one-third of
Georgia’s estimated roster
value. The remaining $20.3
million is distributed across

See ROSTER, 10A

The following ranking uses The NIL Standard’s live roster totals accessed July 31, 2026. The service warns
that its pages update as transfers, depth charts, reported contracts and model inputs change. A May 2026
media snapshot, for example, had materially different ordering and totals for Miami, Ohio State and other
schools, demonstrating that these figures must always carry an “as of” date.

Rank School  Estimated 2026 roster NIL value Share of top-15total ~ Figure confidence

1 Texas $47.6M 9.1% Medium-low

2 Oregon $41.4M 7.9% Medium-low

3 LSU $39.8M 7.6% Medium-low

4 Miami $37.9M 7.3% Medium-low

5 Ohio State $37.6M 7.2% Medium-low

6 usc $34.3M 6.6% Medium-low

7 Texas Tech $34.2M 6.6% Medium-low

8 Notre Dame $33.1M 6.4% Medium-low

9 Texas A&M $32.2M 6.2% Medium-low

10 Ole Miss $31.8M 6.1% Medium-low

1 Alabama $31.2M 6.0% Medium-low

12 Michigan $30.6M 5.9% Medium-low

13 Georgia $30.4M 5.8% Medium-low

14 Tennessee $29.6M 5.7% Medium-low

15 Indiana $29.4M 5.6% Medium-low

Combined $521.1M 100%

Terrell Academy tunes up for season with preseasonscrlmmage

By Joe Whitfield
Sports Editor

DAWSON — The blazing
South Georgia sun, full
uniforms and fans lining
the fences made it feel like
opening day.

The only thing missing was
a game that counted.

Terrell Academy took
another step toward the
start of the 2026 softball
season Friday, hosting Tatnall
Square Academy of Macon
in a preseason scrimmage
at its home field. While the
outcome won’t appear in
either team’s record book,
the afternoon provided exactly
what Lady Eagles coach Ashley
Walker wanted — a chance
to evaluate his team against
quality competition before

the regular season begins.

“I thought our pitchers did
really well today,” Walker said.
“I thought we did a good job
of competing in the batter’s
box. We worked a lot of counts
and put some pressure on their
pitchers to throw strikes.”

Terrell Academy consistently
challenged Tatnall’s pitching
staff throughout the afternoon,
showing patience at the plate
while producing several well-
struck balls.

Walker believes the next
step is capitalizing on those
opportunities in key situations.

“We hit some balls hard,”
he said. “We just have to do
a little bit better job with
our approach in different
situations.”

Defensively, the Lady Eagles
showed flashes of solid play

but also experienced the type
of lapses that are common
during preseason competition.
A handful of errors extended
innings and created additional
scoring chances for Tatnall
Square.

Walker, however, viewed
those mistakes as teachable
moments rather than long-
term concerns.

“Defensively, we had innings
where we gave them extra
outs because of errors,” he
said. “Luckily, those errors
were a result of our lack of
focus, trying to do too much
or simply slowing the game
down.”

The veteran coach came
away encouraged because
the issues he identified are
correctable before the regular
season begins.

“The good thing about today
was all of our mistakes are
things that can be corrected
at practice,” Walker said.
“Overall, I am pleased with
the way we competed.”

The timing of Friday’s
scrimmage was especially
valuable with the regular season
just days away. Terrell Academy
opens its 2026 campaign
Tuesday with a formidable
road test at defending GIAA
state champion Southwest
Georgia Academy in Damascus,
giving the Lady Eagles little
time to dwell on mistakes
and every reason to sharpen
their focus.

If Friday’s preseason tune-
up was any indication, Walker
believes his team has a solid
foundation. Now the challenge
shifts from learning lessons
in a scrimmage to putting
them into practice when the
games begin to count.

Staff Photo: Joe Whitfield

Terrell Academy pitcher Michaela Zingarelli delivers a
pitch during the Lady Eagles’ preseason scrimmage
against Tatnall Square Academy on Friday in Dawson.
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Braves face uncertain future on the mound

Field Level Media

ATLANTA — Just a few
months ago, the Atlanta
Braves appeared to have one of
baseball’s deepest collections
of pitching talent.

Now, questions surrounding
the health of Spencer Strider
and Hurston Waldrep have
created uncertainty about the
club’s long-term rotation while
making the organization’s
top pitching prospects even
more valuable.

According to MLB.com
Braves beat writer Mark
Bowman, Atlanta’s farm
system remains one of the
strongest in baseball, headlined
by Cam Caminiti, the Braves’
No. 1 prospect and the No.
41 overall prospect in MLB

Pipeline, and right-hander Eric
Hartman, the organization’s
No. 2 prospect and No. 74
overall.

Whether those prospects
remain in the organization
or eventually become trade
chips, Bowman believes their
value has increased because of
lingering concerns surrounding
the Braves’ current pitching
staff.

Strider has not pitched
since leaving a June 12 start
against the New York Mets
with right elbow inflammation.
The Braves announced he
would be re-evaluated four
weeks later, but have not
provided another update.
According to Bowman, the
expectation around baseball
is that Strider is unlikely to

return as a starting pitcher
this season, raising questions
about whether the former ace
will eventually return to the
rotation or transition into a
relief role.

Waldrep’s future also
remains uncertain.

The former first-round draft
pick underwent surgery during
spring training to remove
loose bodies from his pitching
elbow before returning to
throw 29 innings between
the minor leagues and the
majors. He was shut down
again after experiencing right
elbow discomfort during a
Triple-A start on July 19.

Bowman noted that two
elbow issues in such a short
period are cause for concern.

The Braves are hopeful

Spencer Schwellenbach can
provide better news. The right-
hander is expected to accelerate
his rehabilitation after missing
significant time with elbow
injuries dating back to last
season. A fractured elbow
ended his 2025 campaign,
and bone spurs delayed his
return this spring.

Despite those concerns,
Atlanta still has a solid
foundation in its major league
rotation.

Veteran left-hander Chris
Sale is under contract through
2027 with a club option for
2028. Bryce Elder remains
under team control through
2029, AJ Smith-Shawver
through 2031, Reynaldo Lopez
is signed through 2027, and
Grant Holmes remains under

club control through 2030.
Martin Pérez is eligible for
free agency after this season.

Bowman believes Sale,
Elder and Smith-Shawver
are the safest bets to remain
key members of Atlanta’s
rotation over the next several
seasons.

The next wave of pitching
talent is also approaching.

Didier Fuentes is expected to
transition back into a starting
role next season, while JR
Ritchie gained valuable
experience during seven major
league starts this year. Owen
Murphy continues to develop
after making his major league
debut, and teenage prospects
Caminiti and Briggs McKenzie
are viewed as longer-term

rotation candidates.

Another name to watch
is Herick Hernandez, who
struggled with command after
reaching Triple-A but posted
an impressive 32.5 percent
strikeout rate at Double-A.

Bowman’s assessment is
that Atlanta still possesses
enough pitching depth to build
a strong rotation for years
to come. But after injuries
have sidelined several of the
organization’s most promising
arms, projecting exactly what
that future will look like has
become much more difficult.

As a result, the Braves’
greatest strength — their
stockpile of young pitching
— may also be their biggest
question mark.

Special Photo: Imagn Images
Former New Orleans Saints coach Sean Payton talks with
quarterback Drew Brees during their championship run in
New Orleans. Brees recently asked Payton to present him
for induction into the Pro Football Hall of Fame on Aug. 8 in
Canton, Ohio.

Sean Payton caught
‘off guard’ by Drew
Brees’ HOF intro call

Field Level Media

Sean Payton wasn't expecting
a call from Drew Brees to serve
as an emotional reminder of
their 15 seasons together in
New Orleans.

Brees contacted his former
coach by video call to ask Payton
to serve as his presenter when
the quarterback is enshrined in
the Pro Football Hall of Fame
on Aug. 8 in Canton, Ohio.

Payton, now coach of the
Denver Broncos, teared up
before accepting.

“Honest to God, I can’t believe
you just did that,” Payton told
Brees in a video released by
the Saints.

Payton said Thursday that
he was preparing to play golf
with a group of friends when
the call arrived. His wife and
the others already knew what
Brees planned to ask.

“Listen, it caught me off
guard,” Payton said. “... It
was just a lot being 15 years

together.”

Payton added that the bond
between a coach and quarterback
can sometimes be overlooked,
particularly because those
partnerships do not always
conclude on good terms.

“I was really proud that it
ended the way he wanted it
to, so I'm excited for him,”
Payton said. “As a coach, it’s
an honor that someone would
ask you to do that.”

Payton and Brees arrived
in New Orleans in 2006 and
helped transform the Saints
into regular contenders. Their
tenure included a victory in
Super Bowl XLIV, where Brees
was named the game’s Most
Valuable Player.

Brees retired after the 2020
season with 80,358 passing
yards and 571 touchdown
passes. He will enter the
Hall of Fame alongside Larry
Fitzgerald, Luke Kuechly, Roger
Craig and Adam Vinatieri.

From 9A
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the rest of the roster, suggesting
Georgia’s strength lies less in
superstar spending than in
maintaining premium talent
throughout the depth chart.

The contrast also highlights
how NIL valuations have evolved.

The NIL Standard attempts
to estimate a player’s overall
football market value. On3,
meanwhile, now focuses on
estimated contract compensation
through schools and collectives
rather than endorsement
potential.

Under On3’s current
methodology, Miami quarterback
Darian Mensah is college
football’s highest-valued
player at $6.5 million. Oregon
quarterback Dante Moore,
Ohio State receiver Jeremiah
Smith and Ole Miss quarterback
Trinidad Chambliss are each
estimated at $5 million.

Those differing approaches
help explain why widely
cited figures can vary. Texas
quarterback Arch Manning, for
example, carries an estimated
$6.8 million market valuation
from The NIL Standard but a

$2.5 million contract valuation
from On3. Neither figure
represents a verified accounting
of actual cash received. Instead,
each measures a different form
of player value.

The rankings also remain
fluid. The NIL Standard updates
its live valuations as transfers
occur, depth charts shift and new
contract information becomes
available.

What doesn’t appear likely
to change is the direction of
the sport.

In only a few years, college
football has gone from debating
whether athletes should be paid
to comparing rosters valued
at more than $30 million.
The question facing national
championship contenders is no
longer whether money matters.

It’'s how much is enough.

The following ranking uses
The NIL Standard’s live roster
totals accessed July 31, 2026.
The service warns that its pages
update as transfers, depth charts,
reported contracts and model
inputs change. A May 2026
media snapshot, for example,
had materially different ordering
and totals for Miami, Ohio State
and other schools, demonstrating
that these figures must always
carry an “as of” date.

Field Level Media

who was fighting cancer.

community.”
Blank.

“Cristina will always be an

time.

the outset of training camp

The Atlanta Falcons announced Thursday the death of
Cristina Ulbrich, wife of defensive coordinator Jeff Ulbrich,

The Falcons confirmed her passing in a pair of statements.
The team called Cristina Ulbrich “a constant source of love
and support to Jeff, their family, and the broader Falcons

The team also released a statement from owner Arthur

important part of our Falcons

family,” Blank said. “My heart is with Jeff, Samantha, Jax,
Jace and the entire Ulbrich family during this unimaginable

“It was always evident how deeply Cristina loved her
family and how fiercely she supported them. She faced
every challenge with extraordinary courage, strength and
grace, inspiring so many through the way she lived and
the way she fought. My family and I, along with the entire
Falcons family, send our love and prayers for strength to
everyone mourning her loss.

“The greatest legacy Cristina leaves behind is the family
she loved so completely, and her strength and spirit will
continue to shine through them.”

Funeral arrangements were not mentioned in either
statement. Jeff Ulbrich had not yet joined the Falcons at

due to a personal matter.

Ulbrich has spent the bulk of his coaching career with
Atlanta. He was on the defensive staff from 2015-20,
including as interim defensive coordinator for part of

Cristina Ulbrich, wife of Falcons DC
Jeff Ulbrich, dies after cancer battle

Aflanta Falcons defensive coordinator Jeff Ulbrich patrols
the sideline during a game last season. The Falcons
announced Thursday that Ulbrich’s wife, Cristina, died after
a battle with cancer.

2020, before the New York Jets named him their defensive

coordinator in 2021.

He spent four seasons with the Jets and served as their
interim head coach for the final 12 games of 2024 following
the firing of Robert Saleh. After that, Ulbrich returned to
Atlanta as its defensive coordinator. The Falcons retained
him this offseason despite the head coaching change from
Raheem Morris to Kevin Stefanski.

By Scoti Ludwig
MagicLudwigl@gmail.com

Beginning with Florida’s
National Championship
in 2006, the Southeastern
Conference (SEC) had bragging
rights to having the best team
in the country 13 times over
the next 17 seasons. The only
‘outsiders’ between 2006 and
2022 were four years when
Florida State, Ohio State, and
Clemson — who did it twice
— were on top.

But now the SEC is no longer
the big man on campus. That
title now belongs to (inhale
and take a deep breath) the
Big Ten, fresh from pulling
off a midwestern ‘threepeat’
after winning a third National
Championship in a row.

And they didn’t do it the
way you might expect, with a
single dominant team. Instead,
the Big Ten pulled it off with
three different ones.

That’s right: the conference
that doesn’t know how to
count — the last time I checked
the Big Ten has expanded
to eighteen teams - has
produced the last three NCAA
Champions in college football:
Michigan in 2023, Ohio State
in 2024, and Indiana in 2025.
Defending champion Indiana
is also the first FBS team to
finish with a record of 16 — 0

since Yale did it back in 1894
— more than a decade before
quarterbacks like Hoosier/
Heisman winner Fernando
Mendoza were allowed to
throw the ball past the line
of scrimmage.

Time will tell if Indiana’s
dream season was just a fluke,
or if the Hoosiers are indeed
poised to claim Penn State’s
spot amongst the conference’s
Big Three (Ohio State and
Michigan being the other
two).

Actually, let’s make that
Big Four, now that odd
duck Oregon has joined the
conference. If you're curious
as to why a team from the
west coast now belongs to a
conference originally based
in the Midwest, you’re not
alone. In fact, you may be
wondering the exact same
thing about Rutgers, which
is on the east coast (not to
mention in New Jersey) and
on the complete opposite side
of the country from Oregon.

Teams like Oregon and
Rutgers will say it was for
a number of reasons, but if
they’re being honest they’d say
the main reason was financial
stability. The fact that the
*geographical alignment
makes absolutely no sense
— to time-zone challenged
players as well as fans opposed

to long-distance travel — is
irrelevant. Money talks a
lot louder than either one
of them.

*Hold my beer,’ the Atlantic
Coast Conference said right
before inviting teams from
the Pacific coast to join.

The expansion of the Big Ten
sets up potential conference
rivalries that will take some
time getting accustomed to.
For example, UCLA and
Maryland sounds more
like a Liberty Bowl matchup
rather than a regular season
‘rivalry’ game. And there’s
also that nasty three-hour
time difference separating
the two schools.

Now, as for having 18 teams
in a conference named the
Big Ten ...

At one time the Big 12 was
called the Big Six. Over time
and with expansion, it became
the Big Seven, then the Big
Eight, and by 1996 ceased
existing altogether. Then it
simply merged with several
teams from the Southwest
Conference to form the Big 12.

*The conference of west
coast teams went through a
similar transition, beginning
with the Pac-8, then the Pac-
10, and ultimately the Pac-12
that, for the sake of argument,
died a quick death when 10
of the 12 teams jumped ship,

Moving the Chains: Big once more

leaving behind just Oregon
State and Washington State.

Fear not, because the Pac-
12 will live to see another
day: seven teams have been
added for the 2026 season.

Why they don’t just start
fresh and call it the Big-9 is
anyone’s guess.

OK, Big Ten, the ball is in
your court. It’s time for a
new name that makes sense.
Here are three options:

Big Eighteen (B-18), because
it’s numerically correct.

Coast-to-Coast Conference
(CCC), because it is
geographically correct.

Big Four + 14 Others
(B4+14), because it’s the truth.

One last thing. Now that
the Big Ten has some of their
games televised in prime time
on NBC under the network
slogan Big Ten Saturday, you
might want to consider this:

At one game last season two
announcers were standing on
either side of NBC’s banner,
which was supposed to look
like this:

BIG TEN SATURDAY

Only the announcer on the
left blocked out the letters
‘SA’ and the announcer on the
right blocked out the letters
‘AY’ as well as the entire word
‘TEN.” That left just these
letters visible to the viewers
at home.

From 9A

SEASON

After rushing for 1,112
yards and nine touchdowns
as a sophomore last season,
LaGrange said success in the

running game now requires

greater patience.

“The field is wider in 11-man,
but you have more players on
the field, so the gaps to run
through are more compact,”
he said.

Sherwood will receive
its first test Aug. 14 when
Brookwood visits Legacy Field

for a preseason scrimmage.

The Eagles open the regular
season Aug. 21 at Central
Fellowship before returning
home a week later to face
defending GIAA Class AA
champion Robert Toombs
in what promises to be one
of the area’s marquee early-

season matchups.

For a program accustomed to
competing for championships,
the move to 11-man football
represents unfamiliar territory.

But Eason doesn’t see it as
a rebuilding project.

He sees it as the beginning
of Sherwood’s next chapter.
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SENTENCED

tenced to nearly four years in
prison after pleading guilty
to charges of using marijua-
na while owning a gun and
felony child neglect. Taylor’s
son told police he found his
mother’s 9 mm handgun in
her purse on the top of a dress-
er and brought it to school
in his backpack. Taylor was
released from federal pris-
on in 2025 and transferred
to state prison, where she
completed her sentence and
was released in May 2026.

Robert Crimo Jr., father
of the 21-year-old who killed
seven people and injured 48
others at a Fourth of July pa-
rade in Highland Park, IlL., in
2022, pleaded guilty to seven
counts of misdemeanor reck-
less conduct for sponsoring his
son’s gun license application
months after police respond-
ed to reports of concerning
behavior. In 2023 Crimo was
sentenced to 60 days in jail
and two years of probation.

Raymond Fryberg, father of
the 15-year-old who killed four

people and himself at Marys-
ville Pilchuck High School in
Marysville, Wash., in 2014, was
convicted of illegally purchas-
ing and owning the gun used
in the shooting. Fryberg lied
on a background check form
about being the subject of a
protective order for domestic
violence. He was sentenced to
two years in prison in 2016.

The prosecutions fill a gap
left by a lack of federal gun
storage laws, under which
parents could be charged for
allowing children access to
guns. At least 26 states and
the District of Columbia have
laws that require parents to
store their guns securely when
a child could access them.

Georgia’s law makes it a
crime to knowingly, inten-
tionally, or recklessly provide
a handgun to a child, but not
to unsafely store a firearm.

In the case of the Apalachee
shooter, red flags didn’t prompt
his father to lock up his guns.
In May 2023, sheriff’s depu-
ties acting on an FBI tip vis-
ited Gray’s home regarding
school shooting threats his
son had made on the chat
service Discord. They asked

him to restrict the teen’s ac-
cess to weapons, prosecu-
tors said. But seven months
later, Gray bought his son
a SIG Sauer M400 assault-
style rifle and took him to the
range to learn how to shoot
it. It’s the same gun he’d
use to shoot his classmates.

Gray did not address the
court before his sentencing.

In closing remarks, the sen-
tencing judge said to Gray,
“It is clear you failed as a
parent.” He described how
Gray didn’t heed the warn-
ings and keep his son away
from guns. He noted that his
son was at risk of suicide. He
told Gray, no one thinks their
child is going to be the next
school shooter, and went on
to say, “You had gun locks
and you didn’t use them. You
could have put your guns in
the safe. You could have re-
moved the ammo from the
magazines. You could have let
someone else hold the guns
while you got Colt help. If
you’d done any of those things
you wouldn’t be here today.”

Gray’s lawyer said he
plans to appeal the first-
of-its-kind conviction.

From 2A

EXAM

of their hard work and dedi-
cation to the field of surgical
technology.

Graduates of SRTC’s Sur-
gical Technology program
receive an Associate of Ap-
plied Science degree and are
prepared to step directly into
the operating room, where
they learn to prepare surgical
suites, arrange instruments
and equipment, and assist
physicians during procedures.
Coursework covers surgical

procedures, aseptic technique,
medical terminology, anato-
my, and pharmacology, along
with the interpersonal skills
students need to thrive in a
fast-paced clinical setting.
“Every graduating class
leaves its mark, but this one
stands out for its resilience,
teamwork, and unwavering
commitment to becoming the
best they could be,” Surgical
Technology Program Chair
Gina Chambers. “I couldn’t be
prouder of the professionals
they’ve become, and I have
no doubt they will make a
lasting difference in every
operating room they enter.”

Southern Regional Techni-
cal College offers over 150 de-
gree, diploma, and certificate
programs that are designed
to get students quickly into
their desired careers, and 38
general education courses
that transfer to the Universi-
ty System of Georgia institu-
tions and 19 private colleges
and universities in Georgia.

For the most up-to-date
information on registration,
class dates, and program of-
ferings, interested individu-
als can log on to www.south-
ernregional.edu or call (888)
205 - 3449. Fall semester be-
gins Aug. 18.

.
\
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Obituary

announcements

Mrs. Utoka Broadaway

Mrs. Utoka Broadaway of
Bainbridge, GA, passed away
on Tuesday, July 28, 2026. A
funeral service was held on
Friday, July 31, 2026, at 11:00
AM at Sheffield Funeral Chapel
in Colquitt Funeral Home with
John Woodrum officiating. Mrs.
Utoka was interred at Black
Jack Baptist Church Cemetery.

Mrs. Utoka retired from
Synovus Bank. She is survived
by two sons, Gregory (Rachel)
Davis and Kevin Davis; two
grandsons, Zekeriah Davis and
Owen Davis; and five siblings,
Wayne, Vernon, Sharon, Leon,
and Anna Mae.

She was preceded in death
by her husband, Jimmy Broad-
away; and parents, Dorcas and
Walcie McCollough.

George M. Chastain, lll, MD

George M. Chastain, Ill, MD
died Sunday, July 19, 2026 at
his home.

His memorial service will at
11 AM on Saturday, August 8,
2026 at St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church. The Rev. Stephen
Norris and the Rev. Christopher
A. Pappas will officiate. There
will be a reception to follow the
memorial service at St. Paul’s
Parrish Hall.

Dr. Chastain was born
in New Brunswick, NJ and
graduated from Sayerville High
School, Sayerville, NJ in 1955.
He received his BA from Emory
University in 1959 and his
Doctorate of Medicine from the
Emory University School of
Medicine in 1963. Dr. Chastain
served as a flight surgeon with
the US Air Force Air Rescue
Service from 1963 to 1967 at
Eglin Air Force base, Ft. Walton
Beach, FL and at Ton San Nhut
Air Force Base, Republic of Viet
Nam. Captain Chastain was
awarded the Bronze Star for
meritorious service.

Following his discharge from
the Air Force, Dr. Chastain

“S0ODS'M SOX

TXNTPX TXNTPX

QXGIV AFMXPH.” -—

CELEBRITY CIPHER
by Luis Campos

Celebrity Cipher cryptograms are created from quotations by famous people, past and present.
ach letter in the cipher stands for another.

IDSEWX NH SOX RNWZ,

SN SWEPF XAQNUF DIU @X UGHHXWXIS

Previous Solution: “Some films are pure entertainment, of course, but what
interests me ... are projects that really make you think.” — Audrey Tautou

TODAY'’S CLUE: | Sfenbs 9
© 2026 by NEA, Inc., dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication

SONEVOS G RDM

YFISOGD XWGBN

8-3

BLX NB BANXNXP.
UNWWUM WYNWM,

— TDX IDX TDJN

CELEBRITY CIPHER
by Luis Campos

Celebrity Cipher cryptograms are created from quotations by famous people, past and present.
Each letter in the cipher stands for another.

“DLWBNQM DH CDYR,
KM TDV NB YMSUNGNXP WASW WAM
NwW BDLXQ@B S

ILW NW’B XDWwW.”

Previous Solution: “That’s the nature of the work, to truly embody and be
different people ... people thought | was being myself.” — Cynthia Erivo
TODAY’S CLUE: H sienbay
© 2026 by NEA, Inc., dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication
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began his Anesthesiology
Residency at Emory University
in 1970. He began private
practice in Albany in 1972. In
1985, Dr. Chastain became an
Associate Professor of
Anesthesiology at Emory
University School of Medicine.
Dr. Chastain became the Chief
Medical Officer of Phoebe Put-
ney Memorial Hospital in 1987.
He was the first physician to
hold this office in the State of
Georgia.

During his medical career,
Dr. Chastain was recognized
for many achievements. He
was appointed by Governor Joe
Frank Harris to the Georgia
Composite State Board of Med-
ical Examiners in 1980 and was
elected president in 1982 and
served until 1992. He helped
develop the Phoebe Putney
Memorial Hospital Chaplaincy
Program. He co-chaired the
Best Practice Committee and
Peer Review Committee of the
Partnership for Health and
Accountability with the Georgia
Hospital Association.

Dr. Chastain was a member
of the American Medical Asso-
ciation, the Medical Association
of Georgia, the Dougherty
County Medical Society, past
president, American Asso-
ciation of Anesthesiologists,
Georgia Society of Anesthesiol-
ogists, past president, Physi-
cian Executives of Georgia,
Inc., past president. He was an
alumnus of Leadership Georgia
and served in the first Board of
Directors of Leadership Albany
and helped plan healthcare
presentations to new members.
Dr. Chastain is a member of St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church and
was a former member of
Porterfield Methodist Church.
He was a past board member
of the Albany Symphony Board
and the Boy Scouts of America.
He was also a past member of
the Albany Chamber of
Commerce and the American
Cancer Society where as a
cancer survivor he lectured on
“Seasons of Survival, the Road
Following Cancer.”

Dr. Chastain was preceded
in death by his first wife, Sarah
Anne Chastain.

Dr. Chastain is survived
by his wife: Fran Pappas
Chastain; her children, grand-
children, and great grandchil-
dren; his children: Sarah Beth
Morgan, Scott Chastain, and
George Chastain, 1V; three
grandchildren.

Those desiring may send
memorials to the Willson
Hospice House, 312 Founda-
tion Lane, Albany, GA 31707,
or to Wounded Warrior Project,
support.woundedwarriorproject.

org.
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Albany
Classifieds
SERVICE

DIRECTORY

Home Repair/
Remodeling

ENHANCED
REMODELING
& DRYWALL

Drywall Repair Services
Popcorn Removal
Level 5 Drywall Finish
Water Damage Repair
Texture Matching

Tape & Float

Moldy Drywall Repair
Demolition

WE DO SMALL
AND BIG JOBS!

229-364-2997
Hernandez
912-432-3016

Residential-Commercial-Renovations

PAINTING
AND HOME
REPAIR

Tile work,
popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.
Just one call,
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES
229-349-5475

Miscellaneous

Mrs magic spells Supernatural
Powers remove all witchcraft
spells/All  Court cases/ love
spells big money magic spells
healing of all types call now
readings by phone available
305-897-4197

MERCHANDISE

Wanted to Buy
WANTED, working or not,

boats, lawn equipment,
motorcycles, cars, etc.
229-291-8643

JOBS

Full-Time

Public Works Director
City of Edison

The City of Edison is
seeking qualified applicants
for the position of Public
Works Director. This
position is responsible for
planning, organizing,
directing, and managing

Full-Time

all operations of the Public
Works Department for City
of Edison. This position
oversees Infrastructure
maintenance and develop-
ment, including roads,
bridges, drainage systems,
and fleet management.

Applications with a
complete job description
may be obtained from the
City of Edison
Administrative Office
located at 19437 Hartford
St., Edison, Ga from 8:00
a.m. —4:00 p.m. daily.
Contact the office at
229-835-2269.
Applications will be
accepted until August 7th,
2026.

Subscribe Today!
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CLUES

1 having a quibble (9)
2 lightning follower (11)
3 Taylor and Banks (10)

5 set up (9)

/7 LITTLE WORDS

Find the 7 words to match the 7 clues. The numbers in parentheses
represent the number of letters in each solution. Each letter
combination can be used only once, but all letter combinations

will be necessary to complete the puzzle.

4 opening eggshells, perhaps (8)

6 Stonehenge and Sphinx (9)
7 classic French pastries (10)

SOLUTIONS

© 2026 Blue Ox Family Games, Inc., Dist. by Andrews McMeel
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Saturday’s Answers: 1. GROTESQUE 2. ARAB 3. CRAFTS
4. LANDO 5. CHARLI 6. CHIRPINESS 7. MARRAKESH
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7 LITTLE WORDS

Find the 7 words to match the 7 clues. The numbers in parentheses ©
represent the number of letters in each solution. Each letter
combination can be used only once, but all letter combinations
will be necessary to complete the puzzle.

CLUES SOLUTIONS £
1in a furious way (7) g
2 reaching by cell (7) £
3 breathes out (7) 5
4 “Knives Out” star Craig (6) E:
5 Hungary’s capital (8) 5
6 false pretense (5) E
7 “putting your foot down” (8) §
GU ON ANG HA LY
PH DAP ING DA BU
EX ISE NI RI MP
STO ING EST EL LES

Monday’s Answers: 1. BICKERING 2. THUNDERCLAP 3. ELIZABETHS
4. CRACKING 5. CONFIGURE 6. MONUMENTS 7. CROISSANTS 8/4

ACROSS
1 Corn cores
5 Pet rehoming org.

19 “Absolutely out of
the question!”

20 Wall surface

22 Quick snooze

controlled by

2 “Milk’s Favorite
Cookie” brand
3 Skewed view

9 Lion of Narnia
10 Paul Revere
House city
11 Cosmetics giant

Release Date: Tuesday, August 4, 2026

Edited by Patti Varol

37 Draw upon

vaccines

sandwich

48 Vietnamese

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle

38 Molecule in some

10 Sandwich letters 4 __ solution: 39 Shade tree with
13 Opera solo contacts wearer’s serrated leaves
14 Replacements for need 43 Regional speech

flat tires 5 Cathedral recess pattern

15¢_ lala?” 6 Sticky tree juice 44 Meteorite’s

16 *Video game 7 Purchase in mark
boost that may advance 45 Rocking toy, in
repair damage 8 String section baby talk

18 __ Lanka instruments 46 Very hard to see

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

50 Combo meal
drinks

51 Moving line
on a weather
map

52 Work overseen
by a sous-chef

54 Deep purple

55 Adolescent

56 Tart

57 Big Apple
fashion letters

60 Arthur of “The
Golden Girls”

23 *Waterproof 12;I'wo.points, in AlQIN |rw EMmE NEn
arment ennis
24 SL;Jnleashed 14 TV soccer AEREILL L LNV 3[3[N
27 Cry for attention? analyst Messing |23 [H[O[3]|T[8]N[O|AjggsS|L|3
28 “You're __ 17 Swap with a|V[L|N[I]H N|H|O d|v|O
human” 21 “Amscray!” v|ald 1 [4]s olalo
29 Charged particle 23 High regard gl W H[o]v
30 Barely gets (by) 24 Bit of baloney S
32 Vietnamese soup 25 Milne youngling v m
34 *Internal setting 26 Infinity sign’s lack
27 Stitched border H

franchise initials IR
47 Steel girder

thermoreguiation 31 “Jeopardy!” host
40 Span of epoch Jennings
proportions? 32 Be nosy
41 Frozen dessert 33 Like some
brand Orthodox Jews
42 NBC show that 35 “For crying out
inspired “30 loud! .
Rock,” ]‘or short 36 School URL suffix 08/04/26
j:g gﬂgeprﬂgro PP 6 17 I8 0 i1 ]2

49 *High-intensity 16
workout program

52 Kissing in the
open, for short

53 Beeper on the
road

54 Promoin a

magazine
58 Sci-fi visitors

59 Go over twice,
or what can be
found in the
answer to each
starred clue

61 Alumna bio word

43

62 Add to a kitty 49
63 Lo __: noodle =
dish

64 Take a crack at 58
65 Cook in a basket

66 Annual May auto [&1
race, informally

62

64

DOWN

65

1 “High Hopes”
lyricist Sammy

By Robin Stears
©2026 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
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Sumter Development Authority receives grant to
begin Workforce Housing Subdivision infrastructure

Staff Reports

news@albanyherald.com

AMERICUS -- The Sum-
ter Development Authority
has received final approval
to begin work on a new hous-
ing development aimed at ex-
panding workforce housing
options in Sumter County.

Authority leaders met last
week with representatives
from the Georgia Department
of Community Affairs, grant
administrators, and Smith
Douglas Homes to finalize
policies and outline proce-
dures. Smith Douglas Homes
will construct approximate-
ly 83 homes at the corner of
Bumphead Road and Indus-
trial Drive, directly across
from primary, elementary,
and middle schools.

Homes will range from
1,200 to 2,200 square feet,
include garages, and be val-
ued between $150,000 and

$290,000 depending on buyer-
selected features and ameni-
ties. The subdivision will fea-
ture a pond/retention area,
walkable open spaces, two
access roads, and restricted
covenants.

“This is a great placement
for a subdivision to address
workforce housing,” Rusty
Warner, executive director of
the Development Authority,
said. “Its location provides
a convenient option for our
industrial park workers. In
addition, we hope this will
be a draw for much-needed
housing for hospital work-
ers, education staff, fire and
police.”

Warner emphasized the
broader economic impact of
the project.

“This development is a stra-
tegic move to enhance Sumter
County’s housing infrastruc-
ture and economic growth,”
he said. “Providing employee

Sumter
County

DEVELOPMENT

AUTHORITY Speci
pecial Logo

housing is essential for our
businesses, and as our resi-
dential base expands, retail
and restaurant sectors tend
to follow. Economic develop-
ment involves not only job
creation but also attracting
new investments across the
county.”

The development is a sig-
nificant win for the county
and the city. Americus will
receive all infrastructure and
building permit fees associ-
ated with the development,
along with more than 83 new
water and sewer customers,
while each will receive their
portion of property taxes.

The authority has encour-
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Special Graphic: Sumter Development Authority
The Sumter Development Authority has received final approval to begin work on a new
housing development aimed at expanding workforce housing options in Sumter County.
Plans are to construct approximately 83 homes.

aged Smith Douglas Homes available in Sumter County ny standards. A request for
to consider using services when they align with compa- proposals will be published.

THE STAR

Special Photo: ABAC

ABAC students, from left, Melissa Rodriguez, Evelin Del Angel
and Josiah Marshallll, took second place in the Southeastern
Association of Educational Opportunity Program Personnel
Regional Academic Competition held recently in Atlanta.

ABAC TRIO students
earn second place at
regional academic
competition

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

TIFTON — Three students
from Abraham Baldwin Agri-
cultural College’s TRIO Stu-
dent Support Services program
are set to return to campus
with an impressive accom-
plishment under their belts.
As members of the TRIO SSS
debate team, the students se-
cured a second-place finish at
the Southeastern Association
of Educational Opportunity
Program Personnel Regional
Academic Competition held
recently in Atlanta.

Evelin Del Angel of Sparks
received top honors for over-
all speaker points, while Jo-
siah Marshall of Irwin Coun-
ty placed second in the same
category. Speaker rankings
were based on performance
in the first four of five debate
rounds.

The ABAC team included
Del Angel and Marshall as
competitors, with Melissa
Rodriguez serving as an al-
ternate. Despite competing
against many upperclass-
men, including seniors from
other institutions, the team
demonstrated strong com-
munication skills and poise
throughout the competition.

“We are so proud of the hard
work of these three students,”
Melissa Moore, director of
TRIO Student Support Ser-
vices at ABAC, said. “Evelin
and Melissa are freshmen and
Josiah is a sophomore, and
many of their competitors
were college seniors. They
showed a remarkable level
of skill and poise throughout
all five debate rounds. They
are an excellent representa-
tion of ABAC and our TRIO

SSS program.”

Del Angel said the oppor-
tunities provided through
TRIO Student Support Ser-
vices helped prepare her for
the competition.

“The most helpful thing
TRIO has been able to offer
me is the opportunities, the
chances to go out and make
a name for myself,” she said.
“I was able to go to one of
Georgia TRIO’s conferences
where we gave a presenta-
tion on how to ‘survive col-
lege’ and gave guidance to
students who are interested
in going to college. Without
those opportunities, I wouldn’t
have gotten the chance to go
to SAEOPP and compete for
our school or for the state of
Georgia.”

Marshall said competing
against older students made
the experience especially re-
warding.

“Going up against upper-
classmen was very exhilarat-
ing and a wonderful experi-
ence that I hope to recreate,”
he said.

Abraham Baldwin Agricul-
tural College provides a per-
sonalized, hands-on learn-
ing experience for students
across Georgia and beyond,
college officials said. With
a strong focus on academic
excellence, affordability and
student success, ABAC offers
more than a dozen bachelor’s
degrees and is recognized for
its leadership in agriculture,
business, humanities, nurs-
ing, science and education.

ABAC serves as a vital re-
source for the region, prepar-
ing graduates who are ready
to lead their communities
and careers.

By Ty Tagami

Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA — A third for-
mer Georgia lawmaker has
pleaded guilty to unemploy-
ment assistance fraud in fed-
eral court in connection with
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Sharon Henderson, 67, of
Covington, has pleaded guilty
to making false statements
to fraudulently obtain thou-
sands of dollars from the
federal government through
a program established by
Congress to help workers
through the crisis, accord-
ing to the U.S. Department
of Justice.

“While running for and
holding political office, Rep.
Henderson was fleecing tax-
payers, lying to steal money

Sharon Henderson

from federal programs in-
tended to help people who
lost their jobs due to the pan-
demic,” U.S. Attorney Theo-
dore S. Hertzberg said in a
statement.

Two other former state rep-
resentatives, also Democrats,
were previously convicted of
similar unemployment as-
sistance fraud.

Karen L. Bennett pleaded
guilty Jan. 21 to making false
statements to obtain $13,940
in unemployment benefits,
and Dexter L. Sharper plead-
ed guilty March 11 to mak-
ing false statements and col-
lecting $13,825, according
to Hertzberg’s office in the
Northern District of Georgia.

Henderson pleaded guilty
to collecting $17,811 in un-
employment benefits by fil-
ing fraudulent weekly certi-
fications that she could not
report to her job with Hen-
ry County Schools, Hertz-
berg’s office said. Henderson

Another former state lawmaker
pleads guilty to pandemic-related fraud

claimed she had worked for
the school system through-
out 2019 and into early 2020,
until quarantines made that
impossible.

Yet she had only worked
as a substitute teacher for
five days in 2018 and had
signed an acknowledgment
that substitutes were ineli-
gible to draw unemployment
wages, prosecutors said. She
applied for unemployment
benefits in June 2020 while
running for the state House
and filed eight fraudulent
certifications in June 2021
after she was sworn in, they
added.

Henderson is scheduled
for sentencing before U.S.
District Judge Michael L.
Brown on Now. 3.

By Alander Rocha

Georgia Recorder

ATLANTA -- Gov.
Brian Kemp’s office has
instructed Georgia state
agencies to keep their
spending level as they
prepare budget proposals
ahead of next year’s legis-
lative session.

Kemp is term-limited
and signed his final bud-
get earlier this year, cut-
ting more than $300 mil-
lion in new spending at
the time to help pay for an
income tax cut package
that lawmakers passed
earlier this year.

The next budget will be
signed by Georgia’s new
governor, who could be
healthcare executive Rick
Jackson, a Republican, or
former Atlanta mayor
Keisha Lance Bottoms, a
Democrat, but state agen-
cies must submit their
budget requests by Sept.
1, giving Kemp some con-
trol over the process in
his final months in office.

Office of Planning and
Budget director Richard
Dunn wrote in a memo
sent to agency heads ear-
lier this month that the
budget for the next fiscal
year has to maintain the
current fiscal year’s level.
Requests for funding
increases must be
approved by Dunn’s office
and will be limited to an
“urgent, unavoidable
need that cannot be
addressed through inter-
nal redirection without
negatively affecting
essential service deliv-
ery,” according to the

memo.

State agencies told to
freeze spending, draft
contingency plan

Dunn touted the Kemp
administration’s accom-
plishments but hinted at
the uncertain economic
conditions that await. As
state agencies prepare
their new spending plans,
Georgia is also still brac-
ing for the financial
impacts of the federal tax
and spending bill that
passed last year.

“To sustain these
achievements while
implementing historic tax
relief for our citizens,
responsible fiscal man-
agement principles
require that we continue
to live within our means,”
Dunn wrote in the memo.

The guidance instructed
agencies to plan to redi-
rect their current funds
for non-mandatory
spending and new proj-
ects and to draft contin-
gency plans that identify
“potential efficiencies and
savings.”

“While current revenue
projections are expected
to be sufficient to meet
the state’s mandatory
growth obligations, these
plans help ensure the
state can respond effec-
tively to changing eco-
nomic conditions or new
budget priorities that
require the reallocation of
existing resources,” Dunn
wrote.

The move drew criti-
cism from the Georgia
Budget and Policy Insti-
tute. According to GBPI,
inflation over the past
eight years means the
state is currently spend-
ing less per resident
despite budget growth.
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Gov. Brian
Kemp’s office has
instructed Geor-
gia state agen-
cies to keep their
spending level as
they prepare
budget proposals
ahead of next
year's legislative
session.

Organization chief Staci
Fox criticized Kemp’s
administration for priori-
tizing tax cuts that will
decrease funding to the
state’s future budgets
instead of spending on
healthcare and education.

“While Gov. Kemp has
already unilaterally issued
budget cuts that will harm
the most vulnerable Geor-
gians, the budget instruc-
tions issued for the 2027
legislative session make
clear that our state cannot
afford to continue priori-
tizing corporations and
the wealthy at the expense
of everyone else,” Fox
said in a statement.

The guidance comes
after an income tax cut
bill Kemp signed into law
earlier this year. The tax
cut lowered the rate from
5.19% to 4.99% and
exempted some overtime
and tips from being taxed
and caused a $1.3 billion
revenue shortfall for next
year’s budget.

That led to the governor
cutting $300 million in
new spending to address
the deficit, which includ-
ed $9.3 million for ser-
vices for people with dis-
abilities and $30.7 mil-
lion for transportation
funding for schools. He
said then that not cutting
some of those new ser-
vices would have left the
next governor with a
“mess.”

FBI offers
$10,000 reward
leading to arrest
of Atkinson
County prison

escapee
Staff Reporis

news@albanyherald.com

ATLANTA - FBI Atlanta is
offering a reward up to $10,000
for the arrest of escaped mur-
der suspect Pablo Zuriel Mi-
randa.

Mi-
randa
escaped
the At-
kinson
Coun-
ty Jail
in Pear-
son early
Sunday
morning.
He was being held on mur-
der and aggravated assault
charges in connection with
an April 2024 shooting in
Atkinson County.

A federal warrant was is-
sued Monday for his arrest
on unlawful flight to avoid
prosecution. It is believed
Miranda may try to flee to
Mexico through Atlanta or
other paths of escape.

Anyone with information
concerning this case is asked
to contact FBI Atlanta at (770)
216-300 or tips.fbi.gov.

Pablo Zuriel
Miranda



