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DCSS logistics team recognized among nation’s best in procurement

By Alan Mauldin

alan.mauldin@albanyherald.com

ALBANY — For the sec-
ond consecutive year, the
Dougherty County School
System has earned one of
the nation’s highest honors
in public purchasing, placing
the district among just 30

school districts nationwide
recognized for excellence in
procurement.

The National Procure-
ment Institute Inc. recently
announced that 251 public
and nonprofit organizations
earned the 2026 Achievement
of Excellence in Procurement
Award, which recognizes or-

ganizational excellence in
public procurement through
a rigorous evaluation of in-
novation, professionalism,
productivity, leadership and
e-procurement practices.
Dougherty County Schools is
one of only 30 school districts
in the country to receive the
award this year, marking the

district’s second time earn-
ing the national recognition.

Superintendent Kenneth
Dyer recognized the achieve-
ment during last week’s Board
of Education meeting, calling
attention to a department
whose work often takes place
behind the scenes.

“I really enjoy recognizing

our employees for the excel-
lent work that they do,” Dyer
told board members. “A lot
of times, they go unseen, and
they certainly deserve it.”
The district’s Logistical Ser-
vices Department oversees
purchasing for a school sys-
tem serving approximately
12,000 students and 2,500

employees. Its responsibilities
include procuring classroom
supplies, instructional tech-
nology, transportation equip-
ment, maintenance materials
and services that support the
district’s daily operations.
The Achievement of Excel-

See DCSS, 2A
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By Alan Mauldin

alan.mauldin@albanyherald.com

ALBANY - At a time in
their lives when most peo-
ple are looking back on col-
lege as something well in the
rearview mirror and possi-
bly contemplating a future
retirement, Albany Fire Chief
Cedric Scott is looking for-
ward to new adventures in
nursing.

About two weeks ago, the
60-year-old Scott, who has
been on the job in Albany
since 2018, added a regis-
tered nursing degree to his
master’s and associate’s de-
grees in business administra-
tion and associate’s degrees
in fire service administration

and health and paramedic
technician.

While much of the motiva-
tion is related to his desire
to have a better perspective
on his job and the upcoming
expansion of firefighters’
duties in emergency medi-
cine, Scott plans to put on
the uniform and pull some
shifts in area medical facil-
ities when time allows. On
top of being the fire chief for
the department that serves
the city and rural Dougherty
County, Scott’s duties also
include that of emergency
management director.

Among his particular inter-

See SCOTT, 2A

Special Photo: Reginald Christian/ASU

Albany Fire Chief Cedric Scott, in white nursing scrubs,
recently completed his nursing studies at Albany State
University. Scott, who also serves as the county’s emer-
gency management director, had work-related and
personal reasons for pursuing a degree, and he chal-
lenged others to look at pursuing goals later in life.

Lee Commissioners to vote Aug.
11 on roundabout after 48
emergency calls since 2021

By Kathryn Crockett
kathryn@albanyherald.com

LEESBURG — Lee Coun-
ty commissioners will decide
Aug. 11 whether to apply for
state funding to build a $2.3
million roundabout at a three-
way cluster of intersections
where emergency respond-
ers have been dispatched 48
times since 2021.

County Manager Scott Ad-
dison brought the proposal to
the Board of Commissioners’
July 28 voting session but did
not ask for a vote. Chairman
Luke Singletary deferred ac-
tion to the board’s next meet-
ing so commissioners could
ask questions, leaving a nar-
row window with applica-
tions for the state program
due Aug. 21.

Celebrating National
Health Center Week

August 2

&

AAPHC

- 8,2026

Albany Area Primary Health Care

Planning Director Kara Han-
son said staff is conducting
additional research, and the
board is expected to take up

lllustration Courtesy of Google Maps
An aerial view shows the intersection of Oakland Road,
Palmyra Road and James Pond Road in Lee County, where
commissioners are considering seeking state funding for a
proposed $2.3 million roundalbout.

the proposal Aug. 11. The
project would build a round-

See VOTE, 2A

Staff Reporis

news@albanyherald.com

ALBANY — Albany Area
Primary Health Care has
joined the National Associa-
tion of Community Health
Centers and more than 1,500
Community Health Centers
across the country in cel-
ebrating National Health
Center Week and recog-
nizing the vital role health
centers play in providing
affordable, effective, com-
prehensive primary care to
more than 52 million Amer-

Albany Area Primary
Health Care celebrates
47 years during Health
Center Week

Shelley Spires

icans, regardless of insurance status or ability to pay.
This year, the National Association of Community Health

Centers celebrates how health centers use innovation to

reach more patients and improve outcomes. For 47 years,

Sec AAPHC, 2A
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From 1A

DCSS

lence in Procurement Award
was established in 1995 by
the National Procurement
Institute to recognize orga-
nizations that demonstrate
best practices in public pur-
chasing. Award recipients
are evaluated on innovation,
ethical procurement, opera-

tional efficiency, leadership
and the effective use of tech-
nology in procurement.
While procurement depart-
ments rarely receive public
attention, their work directly
affects how efficiently school
systems spend taxpayer dol-
lars. Every competitive bid,
contract negotiation and pur-
chasing decision helps deter-
mine whether schools receive
needed goods and services
in a timely, transparent and

cost-effective manner.

Dyer recognized Sharonda
Thompson, director of Logis-
tical Services; Vachel Reese,
assistant director of Logistical
Services; and Charles Caldwell,
facilities director, for their
contributions to the depart-
ment’s success. Caldwell was
unable to attend the meeting
when the recognition was
presented.

The national recognition
builds on the department’s

historic first AEP Award in
2023, when Dougherty County
Schools became one of only
25 school districts nationwide
to receive the honor. Main-
taining the award requires
organizations to continue
demonstrating excellence in
procurement practices each
year.

“Excellence personified,”
Dyer said as the board ap-
plauded the department’s
achievement.

Staff Photo: Kathryn Crockett

Members of the Dougherty County School System’s Logistical Services Department are recognized by the School Board
affer earning the 2026 Achievement of Excellence in Procurement Award, placing the district among just 31 school systems
natfionwide to receive the honor. From left are School Board member Geraldine West-Hudley, Vachel Reese and Sha-

ronda Thompson.

From 1A

SCOTT

ests are phlebotomy, kidney
dialysis and nursing home
care.

“They have opportunities
for an evening shift or a week-
end shift, so I'll be able to
put this to use,” Scott said.
“I really enjoy serving others,
being a face of calmness, a
face that someone can look
at and see there is someone
here to make me feel better.”

As someone who rode an
ambulance as an emergency
medical technician (EMT)
and paramedic for 13 years,
the nursing training extends
his knowledge of emergency
medical care as well.

That training will be of use
both in emergency situations
and in passing that knowl-
edge along to city firefight-
ers as well as in the event of
another pandemic such as
the one COVID-19 brought
to Albany in 2020.

For the fire department,
Scott said he wants to create a
standard of medical care that
allows for a seamless transi-
tion in first response, turning
a patient over to Dougherty
County Emergency Medical
Services and their eventual
arrival and treatment at a
hospital.

“Now I understand why
it’s important to get them
the care they need pre-hos-
pital and how that contrib-
utes to the chain of care,”
Scott said. “I just think the
knowledge I've gained gives
me a broader perspective on
why our job is important as
we get ready to start provid-
ing EMS services.”

While Scott attended a num-
ber of colleges and universi-
ties along the way, this was
his first time attending one
of the historically black col-
leges and universities and
makes him an Albany State
University alumnus. Joining
that contingent has a special
meaning, the fire chief said.

After he took on the position
in Albany, he actually adopt-
ed the university’s theme of
“Excellence Is the Standard”
for the fire department.

“It is rewarding because I
am so happy to be a gradu-
ate of Albany State Universi-
ty,” he said. “I have so much
respect for this institution
and what it means for the
community. Albany State
has a tremendous history
here. Even before I went to
school, it has been a motiva-
tor to me. It is a top-quality
school that I will forever be
thankful for having the op-
portunity to (attend).”

Another motivation was his
wife, Lydia, herself a regis-
tered nurse who was able to
quiz him on class material
and provide encouragement.

“Nursing school is very
hard, so you've got to have
that spirit,” Scott said. “Lyd-
ia, that’s my inspiration to
me ... just watching her be a
nurse and the way she cares
about her patients. She’s af-

Baymont Inn & Suites
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The Albany Area Chamber of Commerce proudly recognizes Baymont
Inn & Suites as this week’s Star Business of the Week.

Baymont
Inn & Suites

2720 Dawson Rd
Albany, GA 31707

225 W. Broad Ave.
Albany, GA 31701

229.434.8700

albanyga.com

u —— -

Baymont Inn & Suites is dedicated to providing comfortable
accommodations and exceptional hospitality for visitors traveling to
Albany for business, leisure, and special events. Conveniently located
and committed to outstanding customer service, the hotel offers guests
a welcoming stay with amenities designed to make every visit enjoyable

and stress-free.

Whether welcoming business travelers, families, sports teams, or
tourists exploring Southwest Georgia, Baymont Inn & Suites takes pride
in creating a positive guest experience while supporting the local
community and economy. Their friendly staff and commitment to
hospitality make them a valued part of Albany's lodging industry.

The Star Business of the Week is presented by WALB News 10 and
Fleming & Riles Insurance, with treats provided by Sugar Mama’s Bakery.

Fleming | WALB[Te)
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The Albany e clearchannel &’
ALBANY :1‘ : v,‘ :'
Scto bk

P

BUSINESS

OF THE WEEK

fected the people she meets.
She’s my top inspiration in
all of this.”

Albany City Manager Ter-
rell Jacobs also provided
support for Scott to pursue
his late-middle-age dream
of taking on a new educa-
tional challenge. His fellow
students, who were much
younger, also were part of
that adventure as was his
“fire department family.”

“We have embarked on an
incredible journey together,”
Scott said. “It took a lot of
people to make it through this.

“Hopefully, my journey
will inspire others to go back
and do something they al-
ways wanted to do and that
it’s never too late. It doesn’t
have to be nursing; it can be
music ... or something else
they wanted to do.”

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

ATLANTA - Georgia Ag-
riculture Commissioner Tyler
Harper has signed a proclama-
tion designating August 3—9
as “Georgia Farmers Market
Week” in recognition of Na-
tional Farmers Market Week
and the important role farm-
ers markets play in supporting
Georgia farmers, consumers
and local communities.

“Farmers markets connect
Georgians directly with the
farmers and producers who
grow the food we put on our
tables,” Harper said. “When you
buy local, you support Georgia
farm families, strengthen our

Ag Commissioner Tyler
Harper celebrates Georgia
Farmers Market Week

food supply chain, and help
keep dollars in your commu-
nity. I encourage all Geor-
gians to visit a local farmers
market this week, buy Geor-
gia Grown, and support the
hard-working men and wom-
en who keep our state fed.”
Georgia is home to a net-
work of nine State Farmers
Markets that provide fresh
fruits and vegetables through-
out Georgia and the South-
east and support more than
$1 billion in sales each year.
To find a Georgia Grown-
certified farmers’ market or
farm retail location, visit the
Georgia Grown Farmers Mar-
ket Map at https://georgia-
grown.com/farmers-markets/.

From 1A

AAPHC

Albany Area Primary Health
Care has provided quality
care to southwest Georgia.

Beginning with the founda-
tion of primary care in Lee
County, AAPHC now offers
aesthetics, behavioral health,
dentistry, family medicine,
internal medicine, pediat-
rics, obstetrics and gynecol-
ogy, midwifery, podiatry and
ophthalmology. With more
than 9o providers across 30
locations, AAPHC is one of
the region’s largest commu-
nity health centers.

Through the value of com-
passionate care, communi-
ty connection and continu-
ous improvement, AAPHC
is committed to providing
quality health care to ev-
eryone.

“AAPHC is proud to be a
trusted health care provider
to over 53,000 patients an-
nually,” AAPHC CEO, Shelley
Spires said. “Being a com-
munity health center, we
believe health care should
be accessible to everyone.

“Our teams across 11 coun-
ties come to work each day
because we love our patients
and the communities we
serve. During National Health
Center Week, we not only
recognize the impact CHCs
have on the communities
they serve, but also the com-

mitment that each of our
teams has to our mission
— to provide quality health
care to everyone.”

Health centers do not just
expand access. They improve
outcomes and save mon-
ey. For just 1% of national
health care spending, CHCs
deliver primary care to 14%
of the U.S. population and
save the health care system
billions of dollars each year
by preventing costly hospi-
tal visits.

One-way AAPHC continues
to impact the health of south-
west Georgia is through the
School-Based Health Cen-
ters. Through partnerships
with seven county school
systems, AAPHC manages
14 centers located in schools.
At the various locations,
students, faculty, staff and
parents may have access to
primary care, vision, den-
tal and behavioral health
services.

“Removing students from
school for a necessary rou-
tine check-up can be disrup-
tive to the student, teach-
er, the rest of the class and
parents’ work schedule,”
School-Based Health Center
Supervisor Bebe Hale said.
“With AAPHC School-Based
Health Centers, we are able
to provide care onsite, mean-
ing students spend less time
away from learning.”

To learn more about Al-
bany Area Primary Care,
visit aaphc.org.

From 1A

VOTE

about where Oakland Road
meets Palmyra and James
Pond roads.

“We have where Palmyra
comes in and then immedi-
ately after you have James
Pond connecting,” Addison
told the board, adding that a
roundabout “could be a good
project.”

Singletary said he drives
the road often and described
traffic backups during the
school year.

“Eight, nine months out of
the year, school traffic there
is pretty bad,” Singletary said.
“It gets backed up if anybody
goes from the west side of
the county toward Leesburg
at school hours or in the af-
ternoon.”

He called the intersection
confusing and said flashing
red stop signs installed there
have “probably helped some”
but that wrecks continue.

“People running one of the
stop signs, whether it be at
James Pond or Palmyra,”
Singletary said. “I would be
in favor of this project. I like
the idea.”

Addison told commission-
ers he pulled accident reports
for the location and found 48
over the past five years.

Records provided by the
county describe a somewhat
broader picture. Hanson said
the figure was compiled from
Lee County E-911 calls-for-
service records dated Jan. 1,
2021, through July 28, 2026,

and covers three intersections
in the immediate area. His
records show 23 calls at Oak-
land and Palmyra roads, 19
at Palmyra and James Pond
roads, and six at Oakland and
James Pond roads.

The county does not have a
confirmed breakdown of how
many of the calls involved in-
juries, Hanson said.

Addison proposed applying
to the Georgia Transporta-
tion Infrastructure Bank, a
grant and low-interest loan
program administered by
the State Road and Tollway
Authority. He told commis-
sioners the county could seek
a 70% grant, which would
leave a local share of about
$690,000.

Lee County’s Fiscal 2027
allocation under the state’s
Local Maintenance and Im-
provement Grant program is
$845,135, according to the
Georgia Department of Trans-
portation’s formula amounts
report. Hanson confirmed those
funds are eligible to serve as
the local match, though she
noted the board has not ap-
proved the application or the
use of the money.

The county would pay Still
Waters Engineering $3,500
to prepare the application.
Chad R. Griffin is the firm’s
CEO. Addison said the firm
has assisted other south Geor-
gia counties with successful
applications.

Singletary pressed on the
downside risk.

“So at worst, we're out $3,500
for the application,” he said.

Addison said design, plan-
ning and potential land ac-

quisition could be included
in the grant request. He said
the board’s authorization
is required because the ap-
plication must carry a sig-
nature showing the county
supports it.

Gov. Brian Kemp and the
State Road and Tollway Au-
thority board approved $26
million in transportation in-
frastructure bank grants and
loans in June, supporting 20
roadway projects and two air-
port hangar projects statewide.

Terrell County was among
the recipients, receiving a
$713,757 loan and a $1,740,718
grant to resurface roughly
nine miles of Callis, Ceme-
tery and Pleasant Hill roads.
Worth County and the Al-
bany-Westover Community
Improvement District also
received awards.

The state evaluates appli-
cations on transportation
benefits, engineering merit,
economic value, matching
funds, project readiness and
overall feasibility.

Addison noted that Palmyra
is a state route and said the
county could ask the Georgia
Department of Transporta-
tion for help if the project
moves forward and shifts
traffic patterns.

Commissioners took no ac-
tion July 28. The board meets
again at 6 p.m. Aug. 11 in the
Opal Cannon Auditorium
of the T. Page Tharp Gov-
ernmental Building at 102
Starksville Ave. N.

Awards are expected to be
announced in December, ac-
cording to the state’s call for
projects.
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ARIES (March 21-April
19): Align with your destiny,
it’s waiting for you with open
arms — find clues in your
artistic and musical impulses
and talents. A new financial
decision or commitment
could serve you well.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20): Your magic isn't just
glowing, it’s relatable and
accessible now. Touch people
with your kindness. A clear
path forward should be
emerging in your living space,
it could uplevel things more
than you know.

GEMINI (May 21-June
20): Your inner child holds
gifts, not just wounds. Culti-
vate them as an ally to express
yourself fully and avoid self-
sabotage. A clear communi-
cation should land well but
could possibly be miscon-
strued.

CANCER (June 21-July
22): A friend with whom you
share history is a precious
resource, they can see your
long view, but with fresher
eyes. Lean in. A clear direc-
tion for financial growth
could get easier to bring into
focus.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22):
When you are genuinely
aligned with your authentici-
ty, your path, and your mis-
sion, it radiates out and other
people notice. While hard
skills are needed, soft skills
can make a big difference in
how things feel.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22): It can be easier to con-
nect to a message with heart
than to something you can’t
or don'’t feel or relate to. Great
treasures can be unearthed
with inner work now, the
building blocks of your high-
est expression and best life.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
22): Your most important
next steps could come into
focus through a friend or
group, listen well and con-
sider how to implement ideas.
You could have a financial
guardian angel behind the
scenes.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov.
21): As along as your indi-
vidual cycles also align, this
could be the moment to put
exciting new plans into play.

A partner or pet could offer
you, or need, extra tender lov-
ing care now.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21): Give some-
thing a little more of yourself,
don’t be afraid to bring more
vulnerability and sincerity
into the mix. Teach what
you've learned over time to
circulate knowledge and
awareness.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19): You could feel free
enough today to soar with
eagles, create beauty, and
dance like no one’s watching,.
Then, there’s daily life — do
that too. Much could be com-
ing into alignment financial-
ly.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18): A new relationship
could be born, or an existing
one could move more fully
into its ultimate form. Your
closest people are your stron-
gest influencers, align with
those with similar values and
destinations.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20): New and improved
ways of doing old things or
new and improved things
could become part of daily life
— enjoy every tiny uplevel. If
your message is ready, it
could be time to let it fly.

IF TODAY IS YOUR
BIRTHDAY: This could be
the year you really come into
your own, despite what the
early portion of 2026 dished
out. A lot has begun to line up
for you, even July may have
been easier, August and
beyond look to be easier still.
But not just easier — also
bringing gifts to help you
meet your future. You've been
preparing your whole life,
don’t let a glimpse of your
future journey frighten you.
September could bring new
cash flow which should be
embraced, and an opportu-
nity for self-sabotage which
should be sidestepped. Octo-
ber could bring cosmic
answers, miracles, happy sur-
prises, and a lot of good to
believe in. Then November
could even top that as the
Universe brings you the
money, help, ideas, and other
resources needed for your
best life. Enjoy!!!

TQDAY IN

1819 - The first private mil-
itary school in the United
States, Norwich University is
founded in Vermont

1862 - During the Ameri-
can Civil War, the Confeder-
ate ironclad CSS Arkansas is
badly damaged in a Union
attack

1890 - At Auburn Prison in
New York, murderer William
Kemmler becomes the first
person to be executed by elec-
tric chair

1901 - Kiowa land in Okla-
homa is opened for white set-
tlement

1914 - During World War I,
Serbia declares war on Ger-
many, and Austria declares
war on Russia

1930 - Supreme Court Jus-
tice Joseph Force Crater steps
into a taxi in New York City
and disappears

1945 - An atomic bomb is
dropped on Hiroshima, Japan
by the U.S. B-29 Superfortress

HISTORY ? N

Enola Gay. Around 70,000
people are killed instantly,
and tens of thousands die in
subsequent years from radia-
tion poisoning and burns

1962 - Jamaica becomes
independent from the United
Kingdom after 300 years of
British rule.

1965 - U.S. President Lyn-
don B. Johnson signs the Vot-
ing Rights Act which prohibits
voting discrimination against
minorities.

1997 - Korean Air Flight
801 crashes in the U.S. terri-
tory of Guam, killing 228 peo-
ple, 26 lived

2011 - A helicopter contain-
ing members of U.S. Navy
SEAL Team 6 is shot down in
Afghanistan killing 38.

2012 - Mount Tongariro in
New Zealand erupts for the
first time in a century.

2013 - A series of car bombs
in Baghdad, Iraq kills 25 and
injuries 60 people

CALENDAR OF OBSERVANCES

e Balloons to Heaven Day

e Corporate Baby Name
Day

e Farmworker Appreciation
Day

e Hiroshima Day

* India Pale Ale Beer Day

(IPA Day)

¢ National Fresh Breath
Day

e National Gossip Day

¢ National Root Beer Float
Day

e Wiggle Your Toes Day

(The Albany Herald (U.S.P.S. 012-320), 306 W. Broad Ave.,
Albany, Ga 31701, published daily by GTLN, is the legal or-
gan of Dougherty and Calhoun Counties. Periodicals class
postage paid at Albany, Ga. Postmaster: Send address
changes to The Albany Herald, 306 W. Broad Ave., Albany,
\GO 31701. Business Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.)
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

A celebrity is one who is known to many
persons he is glad he doesn’t know.

H. L. Mencken,
(1880 - 1956)

CORRECTION

This newspaper is committed to publish-
ing fair and accurate information. Errors
should be brought to the attention of
Editor Carlton Fletcher at (229) 888-9300.
Corrections or clarifications will appear
in this space.
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Daily Bridge Club

Millard’s good defense

By Frank Stewart
Tribune Content Agency

“Millard is sweet,” Rose told
me, “but his elevator doesn’t go
to the top floor. He said he saw
an auto accident but he couldn’t
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call 911 because there
isno 11 on his phone.”

Millard Pringle gets
lost in the maze of de-
fensive “rules.” He was
East, and at four hearts, South
ducked the first club, won the
next, led a trump to dummy
and returned the nine of spades.

“I'was West,” Rose said. “Mil-
lard paused, trying to sort out
the rules. He knew about ‘sec-
ond hand low,” but there also
was a rule about “covering an
honor.’ The nine was almost
an honor, so he finally put up
his king.”

DOWN ONE

When the king won, Millard
cashed his king of clubs and led
the queen of diamonds. South
lost a diamond for down one.

If Millard plays low on the first

\

-

s

Frank Stewart

spade, South succeeds. Later,
he takes a ruffing finesse
%y against Millard’s king to
\} getadiamond discard.
Maybe Millard’s play
was right: If South had the
ace of spades, the game
might be unbeatable.
DAILY QUESTION
You hold: SQ109HK 10
92DK63C953. Your part-
ner opens one diamond, you
respond one heart and he bids
one spade. The opponents pass.
What do you say?
ANSWER: This is a judg-
ment call. Game is not ruled
out -- partner could have as
many as 18 points -- and some
players would continue with a
return to two diamonds or (de-
spite the weak clubs) a bid of
1NT. Since neither action is at-
tractive, I would pass and hope
for a plus score.
South dealer
N-S vulnerable

\

Advice Columnist

Neighbor offended
but won’t say why

By Eric Thomas
Tribune Content Agency

Dear Eric: My 77-year-old
boyfriend has a lovely 95-year-
old neighbor whom I visit with
him, and sometimes on my
own. Recently, my boyfriend
has been ill and has been stay-
ing with me. His neighbor has
called me a couple of times to
hear how he is doing.

Yesterday, he felt well enough
to go back to his home and
she confided in him that she
will never call me again as I
said something that hurt her
feelings. She told him not to
tell me.

So, what does he do? He
tells me.

I was so distraught as I can-
not think of what I said to hurt
her, and I feel he should not
have told me since she told
him not to. I have known her
for four years. I hug her hello
and goodbye, have brought
her flowers and have always
admired her.

He did not want to keep “a
secret” from me and that’s
why he told me. I feel that
he should have honored her
wishes, or told her not to in-
volve him, but to talk to me
directly. I don’t feel I can ad-
dress her about this issue, or
she will know he did not abide
by her wishes. And now I will
feel very awkward around her.
He insists he was right to have
told me. Am I wrong for not
wanting to know? Had he not
told me, I feel she would have
eventually gotten over it or
would have told me directly.

— Upset

Dear Upset: His intentions
may have been good but I'm
not sure what he thought he
was accomplishing by telling
you that his neighbor was an-
gry with you, especially since

he didn’t know the cause. This
just puts an unsolvable con-
flict in your lap. It would be
most helpful if he talked to his
neighbor again and asked her
what offended her and what
you can do to make it right.
You then would have more
information and could de-
cide if you want to address it
or leave it be.

The fault isn’t all his, how-
ever. It’s not right for her to
tell him that she’s upset with
you and then tell him not to
tell you. This solves nothing
either. But, if your boyfriend
won'’t address it with her again,
it may be best to acknowl-
edge that his neighbor wasn’t
really looking for solutions.
Hopefully, he remains well
and doesn’t have to stay at
your home for an extended
period again, thereby allevi-
ating the need for her to call.

Dear Eric: I hired a clean-
ing lady who was great, but she
would also often bring help
with her or send someone in
her place. This other person
accidentally broke a decora-
tive piece in the bathroom
which upon the fall, broke a
sink, resulting in a hole in the
porcelain.

This, in turn, resulted in a
bathroom remodel because the
entire two-sink vanity needed
to be replaced.

The cleaning lady was very
apologetic and offered to pay
for the sink itself. Since then, a
new vanity has been installed.

The assistant has taken over
our account for all the clean-
ings going forward since Jan-
uary and I deal directly with
her only. But after our last
cleaning, it was apparent that
some things were placed on
the counter which stripped
the finish on the countertop,

Eric Thomas

marks were left in the shape
of rings from the bottom of
containers that essentially
removed the glossy surface
of the counter.

I can’t find any product to
restore it without getting some
kind of professional to resur-
face the whole counter.

I told the cleaning person
that I would like to skip this
month. Her response seemed
defensive, asking, “If you need
to say something, you can tell
me, OK?”

I would like to avoid any fu-
ture mishaps, but the only way
to guarantee it, is going back
to cleaning my own house.
How should I gently break
the news to end this profes-
sional relationship?

— Double Vanity

Dear Vanity: It sounds
like she’s giving you the out
that you're looking for. Be-
cause this is a professional
relationship, it’s fine to say,
“I've decided to go a differ-
ent way” or “I appreciate your
services and I know mistakes
happen, but this isn’t work-
ing for me anymore.”

While the first incident seems
to have been handled fairly, it’s
a little concerning that some
product was placed on your
vanity that stripped the fin-
ish. Either this is an issue of
carelessness or a lack of com-
munication between you and
the cleaning service. Neither
is unfixable. But it sounds
like the trust that you have
about these people being in
your home is faltering and
so it may always be an issue.
It’s OK to say, “we’ve reached
the end of our road” and wish
her well.

Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA
19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.

SQUAWKBOX

squawkbox@albanyherald.com

Our “beacon for the poor”
commissioners are the abso-
lute worst, saying they want
more project apartments.
They must think APD isn't
busy enough with calls to the
drug den hotels every night.
They must want even more
than 35 kids in their grand-
kid’s classes at DCSS. They
must think the ER nurses at
Phoebe haven't been over-
whelmed for years. Albany’s
teachers, medical staff, first
responders, and church volun-
teers work hard to support our
citizens including the poor.
Only for evil commissioners
to attract bad actors here in
search of a lawless community
where they can easily get free
housing and take advantage of
good, honest people.

Do you ever think it is
strange that these shady old-
men “pastors” and their pol-
itician friends always want
to provide free government
housing and some sort of
food giveaway, but they nev-
er want to help the poor find
a job? A real reason is that
project housing and financial
donations to fund giveaways
both provide opportunities for
these men to put some of the
money in their own pockets.
But they can’t make any mon-
ey by helping needy people get
jobs. Wake up, people. These
jokers are scamming you.

Keisha Lance Bottoms was
such a bad mayor that Buck-
head wanted to split from
Atlanta. Keisha doesn’t care
about Georgians; she only
cares about herself. She is cor-
rupt and, if elected, Georgians
will see higher taxes, higher
crime rates and lower quality
of living.

Thank goodness Tommy
Coleman and the Edison city
officials didn’t give up when
the GBI said “Not interested.”
This lady was living an en-
hanced lifestyle at the citizens’
expense, and the fact that
she was “a good lady” doesn’t
change that. Here’s hoping
she gets some jail time to think
about how she impacted this
community.

Global and national water
reserves are exhausting be-
yond replenishable. Mined
fossil water is exhausting in
Texas, Kansas, Oklahoma,
Nebraska, California; rivers
in Colorado and Mississippi,
Lakes Mead and Powell, Flor-
idan and Biscayne acquifers,
and Florida salt water intru-
sions. An Albany data facility
is another permanent straw in
a shared, finite aquifer whose
recharge comes from rainfall
that climate is making less re-
liable. Data center decisions
must be “collective,” not one
facility/community individu-
ally.

Working taxpayers proba-
bly should wonder if our tax
dollars are being spent wise-
ly on “affordable housing?”
Looks like one of the Section
8 large apartment complex-
es on Whispering Pines is in
foreclosure to the tune of $2.5
million and another Section 8
complex on West Gordon is in
foreclosure for $9 million. Af-
fordable housing must not be
a good business to be in.

Carlton, I don’t always agree
with you, but I love reading
your columns.

I'll go ahead and call y’all out
before the Braves play another
game: Where are all the front-
runner Braves fans who said

the team would be out of first
place by the All-Star break?

I agree with Ken Dyer: The
school system does need a
truancy officer. But more
than that, it needs competent
teachers who don’t ignore
state guidelines and teach the
kind of lessons that fit into
their twisted lifestyles.

DELIVERY QUESTIONS: If your pc-
per hasn’t been delivered call our
Circulation Department at 229-
888-9300. Hours are 8:30 am-5 pm
weekdays, closed on holidays. A
customer service representative
will assist you. (All papers are by
mail only and delivered by U.S.
Postal Service.)

POSTAL SERVICE COMPLAINTS:
If you are dissatisfied with delivery,
ask your postmaster for a Con-
sumer Service Card and record

The Albany Herald

MAIN OFFICE: 229-888-9300
SUBSCRIPTIONS: 229-888-9300

your complaint. If this does not
bring improvement, contact us at
1-800-ASK-USPS (1-800-275-8777) or
TTY: 711., or write your complaint
to USPS’s Consumer Advocate
office atf: United States Postal Ser-
vice Office of the Consumer Ad-

vocate, 475 L' Enfant Plaza SW,
Washington, D.C. 20260

TO REPORT NEWS ITEMS: Email
the editor at carlton.fletcher@al-
banyherald.com or call 229-888-
9300.

CLASSIFIED, DISPLAY OR ONLINE

ADS: Advertising can be placed
by phone, email and/or in person
Mon.-Fri., 8:30 am - 5 pm or call
229-888-9300. For classifieds and
display/public notices/online ads
email Phil Cody at phil.cody@al-
banyherald.com or call 229-888-
9300.

Our office is at 306 W. Broad Ave.,
Albany, GA 31701.

BILLING: Business hours are Mon-
day-Friday 8:30 am-5 pm, contact
number: 229-888-9300.
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TODAY’S “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin;
BIBLE that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.”
VERSE 2 Corinthians 5:21

GUEST COLUMNIST B KIM GREENE

Higher electric prices, lower
reliability? Not in Georgia

If you're reading the headlines, you may have
noticed a seemingly nationwide crisis — the
increased use of artificial intelligence and cloud
storage by all of us is driving an electricity demand

reflects a deliberate strategy to manage Georgia’s
economic growth and rising electricity demand
while keeping costs down for customers.

So how are we able to deliver these benefits when

surge unlike anything in recent memory.
Companies are racing to build data cen-
ters and, in state after state, the grid is
not ready. Electric rates are rising. Reli-
ability is under pressure — residents of
some states even live in fear of potential
blackouts. Families and small businesses
are absorbing costs that were never
designed to land on them. New busi-
nesses are re-evaluating where they build
or operate because reliable power is not
readily available in some markets.

As the CEO of the largest electric company in the
state, serving millions of homes and businesses, I
want to assure you that is not happening in Geor-
gia.

At Georgia Power, we've built and maintained the
infrastructure our state needs for more than 140
years. From the beginning of the electric age, when
lanterns gave way to electric lights, to the advent of
air conditioning in the 1960s, to the internet boom
of the 1990s, we know how to come together to face
moments of rapid technological change and oppor-
tunity and keep Georgia moving in the right direc-
tion. Working alongside the Georgia Public Service
Commission and state leaders, we’ve taken deliber-
ate steps that position our state differently. We
believe growth can be a benefit — not a burden —
and we’ve planned accordingly.

As temperatures climb and families across Geor-
gia adjust their thermostats this summer, I want
our customers to know two things: The energy you
need will be there, and we are working every day to
keep it affordable. In May, the PSC approved a plan
that will deliver approximately $285 million in
annual savings for customers, or about $50 in
yearly savings for the typical residential household.
That means the overall rate you are paying for elec-
tricity from Georgia Power is lower than it was this
time last year. Very few utilities can say the same.

Those savings build on other recent good news
for customers: stable rates through 2028, along
with more than $100 in additional annual savings
planned beginning in 2029. This isn’t accidental. It

GREENE

other states are struggling?

Because we have a system that allows
us to plan, invest, and deliver, for today
and for 20 years from today.

Years ago, we recognized that large
energy users, like data centers, could
reshape the demand for electricity. Work-
ing with the PSC, we put protections in
place to ensure residential and small
business customers wouldn’t bear the
cost of that growth. We created new rules
and regulations that require them to pay for the
infrastructure needed to serve them, commit to
longer contract terms, minimum bills, termination
payments, and financial security provisions.

Simply put: They pay more, so you pay less.

This rate-reducing load growth is also resulting
in a stronger, more resilient power grid for you, and
for future generations of Georgians. We're adding
new power plants across the state, including natu-
ral gas, solar and battery storage, as well as increas-
ing the output of the country’s largest generator of
clean energy at Plant Vogtle. We're also building
new transmission lines that serve as the backbone
of our electric grid, reliably moving energy from
power plants to the communities that depend on it.

This is what it looks like when growth is matched
with preparation. Higher reliability and lower costs
as we work to ensure that Georgia’s success bene-
fits the people who call this state home.

At Georgia Power, our job is to make sure the
infrastructure we build keeps pace with our state’s
bright future — and serves everyone. The families
watching their bills every month. The small busi-
ness owners who can’t afford a reliability failure.
The next generation of Georgians who deserve
opportunity, stability, and a future in the state they
know and love.

Georgia Power is built for this moment. On behalf
of thousands of employees working across the
state, we are grateful and honored to serve you,
your family, and your business.

Kim Greene is chairman, president and CEO of Georgia Power.

COLUMNIST B GAIL DRAKE
Rebounding from failure to founder

“Blessed is he that considers
the poor; the Lord will deliver
him in time of trouble.”

- Psalm 41:1

A year ago we were
doing our family
adventure across Swit-
zerland (where I lived
for a year during my
childhood). We got off
the train near down-
town Zurich and
walked down the main
street past businesses,
stores and monu-
ments. Then I saw it.

Most statutes feature a man
with a horse or a sword. This
statue featured a man protec-
tively holding a young boy. The
base read, “Joh Heinrich
Pestalozzi, 1746-1827”. He was a
Swiss education reformer from
around the time our nation was
founded.

In honor of “back to school,” I
did a little Google research. It’s
hard for modern Americans to
imagine, but 250 years ago, edu-
cation was handled mostly by
local parishes (Catholic or Protes-
tant), which taught reading, writ-
ing, and catechism. Much of it
was through rote memorization
(verbal repetition).

Wealthy families often hired
private tutors. Well-off boys
could then attend Latin schools
to learn classical languages, logic
and rhetoric to prepare for a post
in the pulpit or public adminis-
tration. School was not manda-
tory and not regulated. Poor chil-
dren were often sent to work on
farms or factories, never learning
to read or write.

The literacy rates in Europe in
some regions ranged from
15-50%. A poor clergyman named
Pestalozzi changed all that in
Switzerland. As the name sug-
gests, Pestalozzi’s father, an Ital-
ian surgeon, fled Italy due to his
Protestant faith.

Pestalozzi would visit his Swiss
grandfather, a country pastor,
and traveled with him to visit
schools and homes. He saw first-
hand the poverty, with young
children working in factories.
Their suffering and inability to
help themselves made a lifetime
impression.

In learning about Pestalozzi,
the first thing that struck me was
how many times he failed. He
studied to be a clergyman, but
failed with his first sermon. He
then decided to pursue a career in
law and political justice. He
joined the Helvetic Society and
brought attention to several cases
of government corruption. But he
was falsely accused and arrested,
which destroyed his legal career.

DRAKE

COLUMNIST B MARC HYDEN

Ignore Trump and Dems; Georgia elections among fairest in nation

Pundit’s Scot Turner noted.

Georgia Republicans braced for
the worst when President Trump
recently teased a major announce-
ment on election security. Given
his sordid history of disputing
Georgia’s 2020 election results —
and the role those claims may have
played in Republicans losing the
state’s two Senate seats — many
feared he would once again target
the state’s elections.

During his primetime TV address
earlier this month, Trump stopped
short of declaring Georgia’s cur-
rent senators illegitimate, but he
continued casting doubt on the
integrity of American elections.
Despite his frequent tirades and
claims of stolen elections, every
audit and lawsuit has shown that
our elections are fair and legiti-
mate. If any compelling evidence
existed proving otherwise, his law-
yers would have presented it in the
courts long ago, but they never did
because it doesn’t exist.

This comes against the backdrop
of many on the political left calling
Georgia’s voting laws Jim Crow
2.0 and an attempt to suppress
voting. While the left has griped
about our voting laws and Trump
has been busy re-litigating old
grievances, new reports show that
Georgia has one of the country’s
best and most trustworthy elec-
tions systems.

“In an era when confidence in
elections is too often shaped by
partisan rhetoric rather than prov-
en results, Georgia has taken a
different approach: Build the
nation’s gold standard for election
administration and prove its suc-
cess at every election,” Secretary of

State Brad Raffensperger noted in
a recent op-ed. “Confidence in the
system can’t be dictated from
above. It is earned

Regardless of how the secretary
of state presents the 23 discrepan-

through transparency,
accountability and
results. That’s the stan-
dard Georgia has set,
and that’s the standard
we will continue to
uphold.”

Some readers may
respond that these are
just the empty claims of
a politician, but Raffens-
perger has reason to project this
confidence. Following Georgia’s
June 16 primary run-off, his office
conducted a couple of audits to
ensure the results were correct.
“1,111,856 ballot images were
audited, and 23 discrepancies were
detected, demonstrating an overall
accuracy rate of 99.9979%,” reads
a Secretary of State press release.

“Detailed analysis of the data
shows that the 23 discrepancies all
occurred in ballots that [had] been
marked by hand, while none of the
1,079,408 ballots utilizing a ballot-
marking device showed discrepan-
cies,” the release continued. “The
machine-marked ballots were
100% accurate, while the hand-
marked ballots were 99.93% accu-
rate.”

As my friends at Peach Pundit
noted, this is a little misleading.

“Some of the errors came from
hand-marked ballots, while our
machines also misassigned votes,
attached the wrong electronic
records, and repeated a program-
ming failure we already saw in
DeKalb four years ago,” Peach

HYDEN

cies, no election is per-
fect. Voters are guaran-
teed to make weird
mistakes, and machines
aren’t completely free
of errors. What the
audit shows, however,
is that Georgia’s system
is highly accurate and
there are processes in
place to quickly identify
and address any possi-
ble discrepancies. What’s more,
Georgia witnessed record voter
turnout in the May primaries —
suggesting that the Jim Crow 2.0
attacks were not only unfair but
patently untrue. This should pro-
vide Georgia voters with ample
confidence.

If that still isn’t enough, then
consider a recent study from one
of my R Street Institute col-
leagues, elections expert Chris
Meclsaac. He conducted a 50-state
survey and ranked each state by
how well they administer elec-
tions.

“This scorecard,” he wrote,
“identifies and evaluates states
on a set of policies that are espe-
cially important for conducting
elections worthy of public trust.”

The study considered six poli-
cies, including those governing
voter eligibility, verifying voter
identities, voter registration,
voter list maintenance and vote
tabulation and audits.

While the scorecard found that
states across the board do a rela-
tively good job at elections

administration, Georgia scored
the highest and is tied with Flori-
da, Ohio and Utah for the top spot.
There is always room for further
improvement, but again, this
should inspire faith in our elec-
tions and undercut unfounded
claims of voter suppression and
stolen elections, no matter what
naysayers assert.

Trump will likely always hold a
grudge against Georgia and claim
the 2020 election was stolen, and
similarly the left may continue to
hate Georgia’s Republican-led
elections administration. While
claiming fraudulent elections or
voter suppression grabs headlines,
the data doesn’t support such
accusations. Rather it clearly dem-
onstrates that Georgians should
feel confident in their elections.

He then decided to be a farmer
and bought land that proved to be
unsuitable for farming, and that
failed. His desire grew to help the
poor, since he certainly under-
stood poor. He wanted
to provide orphans an
education, and he tried
to convert his farm-
house into an indus-
trial school.

To fund this venture,

Pestalozzi wrote for
periodicals. Over two
decades, he wrote
numerous literary
works such as articles,
pamphlets and stories, mostly
promoting education and moral-
ity of the individual. Some works
were published and read, others
were not. The school failed, and
Pestalozzi’s family lived in pov-
erty.
Another characteristic of
Pestalozzi is that he persisted
despite the failures. When serf-
dom was abolished in Switzer-
land in 1798, Pestalozzi turned to
education and submitted a plan
to the new government education
minister, who asked him to run a
government orphanage.

When war with France inter-
rupted, he was moved to other
towns and schools, where he
finally found success with his
teaching philosophy. Pestalozzi
utilized a homelike atmosphere
of love and security, serving as a
nurturing father. He embraced a
novel teaching method known as
“Romanticism,” a child-centered
approach based on individual dif-
ferences and sense perception.

Students were guided to dis-
cover through observation. Sub-
ject matter was reduced to its
basic elements to better under-
stand it. He promoted all aspects
of a child’s life, including the fam-
ily, moral education and physical
education, inner peace and a
belief in God.

Pestalozzi settled in a city called
Yverdon, where his Institute
became famous across Europe
and attracted visitors for 20
years. Students were admitted
regardless of family background,
and their health and happiness
were considered along with indi-
vidual experiences. His publica-
tion “Views and Experiences”
explained his view of a balanced
education of “head, heart and
hands.”

He returned to his hometown
to build a school for poor children
but died while it was under con-
struction. By the time of his death
in 1830, illiteracy in Switzerland
was almost completely overcome.
His grave marker reads: “Savior
of the Poor ... Preacher to the
People ... Father to the orphan ...
Founder of the New Primary
Education ... He did everything
for others, nothing for himself.”

Southwest Georgia has several
dedicated educators who use
their talents and time to grow our
students. Our lives are better
because of them. Thank you,
teachers.

Gail Drake practices probate,
adoption, mediation and chil-
dren’s law in Albany. She is a fre-
quent contributor to The Albany
Herald.

The Albany Herald encourages
letters to the editor on topics of
general intferest, but reserves
the right to edit them for
content and length. Letters
should be no longer than 400
words and must include the
writer’s name, address and
dayfime phone number for
verfication purposes.
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What
to watch
THURSDAY

August 6, 2026

All times Eastern. Start times can vary
based on cable/satellite provider. Confirm
times on your on-screen guide.

NFL Preseason Foothall:

Carolina vs. Arizona
NBC, 8 p.m. Live

The NFL preseason opens in Canton,
Ohio, as the league celebrates the en-
shrinement of the Pro Football Hall of
Fame Class of 2026 with the Carolina
Panthers vs. the Arizona Cardinals in an
exhibition game at Tom Benson Hall of
Fame Stadium.

The Bear

FX,9 p.m. =

“Yes, Chef.” Those words will forever

be remembered for this cultural phe-
nomenon, which comes to an end after
five seasons with “The Original Beef of
Chicagoland,” as Carmy (Jeremy Allen
White), Richie (Ebon Moss-Bachrach) and
Sydney (Ayo Edehiri) weigh their futures.
“I knew for about two years when it was
going to end and how it was going to end,
so there was a lot of time to prepare,”
White told The Hollywood Reporter. “It’s
a hard thing to say goodbye to anything
you love.” And we couldn’t agree more.

Ancient Aliens
History, 10 p.m. =

Ancient Aliens explores the controversial
theory that extraterrestrials have been
visiting Earth for millions of years. The
origins of humanity can be traced back to
Africa, and some of the oldest religious
traditions across the continent describe
mysterious beings who descended from
the sky in thunderous vehicles. Could it
be that the ancient mythology of Africa
describes our first encounters with extra-
terrestrials?

From the editors of W
TV Weekly and tvinsider.com

‘The Bear’

CATCH A CLASSIC il

Summer Under the Stars:

Diane Keaton
TCM, beginning at 6 a.m.

Beloved actress Diane Hall — better known
as Diane Keaton — was known for wearing
many hats throughout her life (literally).
Today, she makes her debut in the annual
Summer Under the Stars marathon on
Turner Classic Movies. The 12-film lineup
features the TCM debuts of two films: Fa-
ther of the Bride Part Il (1995), in which
Keaton and onscreen daughter Kimberly
Williams are pregnant at the same time,
and 1984’s The Little Drummer Girl,
where Keaton plays an anti-Zionist actress
entangled in an Israeli espionage plot.
Also showing are comedies like the femi-
nist classic Baby Boom (1987) and 1991’s

FX

TOUCHSTONE PICTURES

Father of the Bride (pictured), which
features comedy legends Steve Martin
and Martin Short. The day also includes
many of Keaton’s works with longtime
collaborator Woody Allen, such as Best
Picture Oscar winner Annie Hall (1977),
which earned Keaton her only Best Actress
Oscar; Interiors (1978), a psychological
drama showcasing Keaton’s dramatic act-
ing chops; Manhattan Murder Mystery
(1993), a black comedy/mystery costarring
Alan Alda and Anjelica Huston; and more.

MOVIES
YOU’LL LOVE

‘Little Women’

WILSON WEBB

Donnie Brasco (1997, Crime
drama) Al Pacino, Johnny Depp
BBC America, 6 p.m.

M3GAN (2022, Horror) Allison Wil-
liams, Violet McGraw SYFY, 6 p.m.

Sing 2 (2021, Children) Matthew
McConaughey, Reese Witherspoon
NICK, 7 p.m.

Little Women (2019, Drama) Sao-
irse Ronan, Emma Watson FXM,
7:15 p.m.

Stand by Me (1986, Come-
dy-drama) Wil Wheaton, River
Phoenix HBO, 7:30 p.m.

Friends Until the End (2026, Sus-
pense) Christa Rose, Sarah Malfara
LMN, 8 p.m.

Miss Congeniality (2000, Comedy)
Sandra Bullock, Michael Caine Par-
amount, 8:30 p.m.

Roll Bounce (2005, Come-
dy-drama) Bow Wow, Chi McBride
BET, 9 p.m.

Blended (2014, Romance-comedy)
Adam Sandler, Drew Barrymore
TNT, 9:45 p.m.

Captain America: The Winter
Soldier (2014, Action) Chris Evans,
Scarlett Johansson FX, 10 p.m.

The Help (2011, Historical drama) Vi-
ola Davis, Emma Stone E!, 10 p.m.

F9 The Fast Saga (2021, Action)
Vin Diesel, Michelle Rodriguez USA,
11 p.m.

A Knight'’s Tale (2001, Action)
Heath Ledger, Mark Addy SYFY,
11:30 p.m.

TV REIMAGINED
What to Waich Now!

$3.99/Month
CALL: 888-899-9992

Mention code: tunel

StayTuned

What2Watch All Month Long!

What
to watch
FRIDAY

August 7, 2026

All times Eastern. Start times can vary based
on cable/satellite provider. Confirm times on
your on-screen guide.

Power Book IlI:
Raising Kvanan

Starz, 8 p.m. m Series Finale

The Power prequel spinoff concludes after
five seasons, but this isn’t the end for drug
kingpin Kanan Stark (Mekai Curtis) and his
pursuit of power: It’s just the beginning.
Shameik Moore and Patina Miller also star.

Life, Larry and the Pursuit
of Unhappiness

HBO, 9 p.m. ® Season Finale

Larry David and a cast of guest stars
comically reimagine great moments and
figures in American history as the series
wraps up its first season.

Mysteries From Above
History, 10 p.m. m Season Finale

In the season finale, “Mysteries of the
Abandoned,” teams of researchers continue
to investigate significant historic and
contemporary sites from the revealing

CATCH A CLASSIC

Ssummer Under the Stars:
Basil Rathbone

TCM, beginning at 6 a.m.

The game is afoot today as Basil Rathbone,
the English actor best known for playing
Sherlock Holmes, returns to Turner Classic

‘Anna Pigeon’

vantage points of drone, satellite and aerial
photography. Tonight’s episode looks at a
complex of abandoned pods, a mysterious
concrete channel, a collection of out-of-place
shapes in Greenland and a baffling building
with a mythical guardian.

Anna Pigeon
USA Network, 10 p.m. = New Series

Lea Thompson (Back to the Future) serves
as a director/executive producer of this

(1929), where Rathbone plays the libertine
Lord Arthur Dilling. Be sure to catch Rath-
bone as Arthur Conan Doyle’s iconically
cunning detective in Sherlock Holmes in
Dressed to Kill (1946) before watching the
range of villains he portrayed, including
Pontius Pilate in The Last Days of Pompeii
(1935), the abusive Edward Murdstone in
David Copperfield (1935), the assassin Guy
of Gisbourne in 1938's The Adventures of
Robin Hood (pictured) — in which Rath-

Movies’ Summer Under the Stars. The lineup bone applied his background as a fencer
begins with The Last of Mrs. Cheyney

—and more.

,"”',- S o A e .
SALLY MONTANA, USA NETWORK

10-episode mystery-of-the-week drama,
based on Nevada Barr’s expansive book
series. Playing the titular role of the stubborn
detective park ranger is Chicago P.D. vet Tracy
Spiridakos. Following the shocking death of
her husband (Jordan Sledz, in flashbacks),
Anna left her New York life behind and
followed her calling as a park ranger, which
takes her to many parks until she finally
settles into Glacier National Park, where she
finds far more adventures and problems.

WARNER BROS.

uned

What2Watch All Month Long!

he Ultimate Guide for What to Watch Now!

Subscribe Today! 1-888-899-9995 | subscribe.staytunedmag.com/tune3

Mention code: tunel

Stayli

MOVIES
YOU’LL LOVE

AR Y

-w@
b
7

‘Mike and Dave Need Wedding Dates’
GEMMA LAMANA

Bridesmaids (2011, Comedy)
Kristen Wiig, Maya Rudolph WE,
6 p.m.

Transformers: Age of Extinction
(2014, Action) Mark Wahlberg,
Stanley Tucci SYFY, 6:30 p.m.
Magic Mike XXL (2015, Comedy-
drama) Channing Tatum, Matt
Bomer FX, 7 p.m.

PAW Patrol: The Movie (2021,
Children) lain Armitage, Marsai
Martin NICK, 7 p.m.

Trading Places (1983, Comedy)
Dan Aykroyd, Eddie Murphy
Sundance, 7:30 p.m.
Goodfellas (1990, Crime drama)
Robert De Niro, Ray Liotta AMC,
8 p.m.

The Secret Lives of Suburban
Housewives (2026, Suspense)
Analisa Wall, lan Reier Michaels
LMN, 8 p.m.

Honey (2003, Drama) Jessica Alba,
Mekhi Phifer BET, 9 p.m.

The Dark Knight Rises (2012,
Action) Christian Bale, Anne
Hathaway TNT, 9 p.m.

Mike and Dave Need Wedding
Dates (2016, Comedy) Zac Efron,
Adam Devine FXM, 9:05 p.m.
The Proposal (2009, Romance-
comedy) Sandra Bullock, Ryan
Reynolds FX, 9:30 p.m.

Selena (1997, Biography) Jennifer
Lopez, Edward James Olmos VH1,
10:30 p.m.

weekly
From the editors of
TV Weekly and tvinsider.com
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“M-m-m-my n-n-n-name is D-D-D-Donna,

[P

and I’'m a c-c-c-coffeeholic!”

BEETLE BAILEY wort & Greg Walker

THE FAMILY CIRCUS Bil Keane

8-5

©2026 BIl Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

“The sky’s grumblin’!”

=

OUCH! A POOR BEETLE! |: T { Me \zIcoT
MOSQUITO I'LLKISSIT || eoTeIT | Too! | STUNG
BIT ME! AND MAKE |3| TOO!

IT BETTER

La

GREG |
+MORT \
WALKER

8ls

©2026 Comicana,

[ ow!

BLONDIE Dean Young & John Marshall

DO YOU THINK OUR LIVES ARE
BORING, HONEY?

NOT AT
ALL, DEAR

AS WE GET OLDER, WE JUST
APPRECIATE MORE QUIET, RELAXED

MOMENTS

|- YOU MEAN
MORE BORING

\QAB\MENTS

www.Blondie.com

THE BORN LOSER Art & Chip Sansom

VNHY IS THERE LAUGHTER |N‘ i
THE BACKGROUND OF OLD

TV SHOWS LIKE THIS ONE?

T\

/)ﬁl C.l’\\ P8[5 ‘www.gocomics.com/the-bormn-lo:

IT'S CALLED
A LAUGH
TRACK, TS
SUPPOSED
TO HELP
VIEWERS
KNOW
WHENTO
LAUGH,

PLONT THEY ALREABY KNOW Y

TO LAUGH WHEN SOMETHING
1S FUNNY?

© 2026 UFS, Dist. by Andrews McMeel for UFS

ZITS Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Patti Varol

ACROSS
1 Mess up
6 Beer foam

10 Golden Arches
sandwich

15 Sneeze sound

16 Upfront stake

17 Family, in
Hawaiian

18 First lesson in
“How To DJ”?

21 Summer shirts

22 “Let me say it
again ...”

23 Antlered grazer

24 Trauma ctrs.

25 Vocalized

26 First lesson
in “Plumbing:

A Beginner’s
Guide”?

32 Rights org.

35 Uttered

36 Mexican state
on the Gulf of
California

37 Leap happily

39 Some jeans

41 Lute in Hindi
cinema

42 Hosts

44 2022 Super Bowl
winners

46 Forecast no.

47 First lesson in
“Sport Climbing
and You”?

50 Like Death Valley

51 Coconut ___

52 Poke bowl protein

55 Home exercise
bike brand

59 Natural disaster,
legally

61 First lesson in
“A Handbook
of Competitive
Eating”?

63 More frigid

64 Ingredient in a
cooling lotion

65 Locations for
Christmas lights

66 Welcome relief
on a hot day

67 Scottish lids

68 High-protein grain

DOWN
1 Slather with
butter, perhaps
2 In base eight
3 *You’lll__ _me
someday”
4 Winery keepsake
5 Throat-soothing
brew

6 Ilce dweller off
the coast of
Greenland

7 Actress Mireille

8 Self-serve bank

32 Biblical brother

33 “Follow me”

34 Pixar film about
a young sea
monster

device 38 Unfold, as a
9 “You are my fire protein
/ Theone __ ”: 40 Makes out
“I want It That 43 Sharpen on a
Way” opening leather belt
lyrics 45 111 will
10 Cherries atop 48 Suggest

Black Forest
cake
11 Crack, as lips
12 Assign stars to

49 Gets married by
Elvis, perhaps

52 Tequila plant
53 Guest spot?
54 Namely
55 Trident-shaped
letters
56 ___ A Sketch
57 Skywalker
raised on
Alderaan
58 Pointed column
59 Chemistry class
model
60 Try to fly
62 Lisbon greeting

TODAY’S SOLUTION:

13 Cuzco civilization
14 Thai currency

S

whose symbol

was once used to

represent Bitcoin

Lldf<|a

<|+|0|2

[e][:N [} [a}

1
S
3
a
|

T|O|+|w|=
| O|<|>|W

19 Tined flatware
20 Dice game

25 “Heavens!”

26 Guitar peg, e.g.

27 Like the rice

W) —=[<

Wwi10|T
ojn|l—(n

S
3
H
O
O
O
N
S

terraces of

w<g|xia
o|x|<|S
Z|O|+|Ww

2|1Z(— |+

(—|w|ciw|a

the Philippine
Cordilleras

28 Bushels and
pecks

O|lT|o|w|«<]|x

EEEMmE:

-|2(0|<«
O|0|=Z|w

<|ofWw|d

29 Scribbled

reminder

3
\4
1
O

30 Family nickname
31 Wyatt of
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O|<|~|wWw
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S|10|x|w(2|4[O0|n

Ofw|n|—|c|w
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Tombstone

08/05/26

1 2 3 4

~N

®

13

14

17

20

22

66

64
67

By Avery Katz & Aaron Gee
©2026 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE chris Browne

08/05/26

TO UELP YOUR WIVES SUOULD You

MEN, I'VE UAD DOCUMENTS PREPAR@
PERISU AT SEA !

S

Wi\

LIFE INSURANCE
POLICIES ?

©2026 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

I

G

NO! TUE NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF
ALL TUE ELIGIBLE MEN IN THE VILLAGE !

(X

BROWHNE

"PEAR ASK A DOG,

1 LOVE TO PRESS MY
POG UP IN CUTE OLTFITS.
BOT HOW PO POGS FEEL
ABOOT IT?"

© 2026 PAWS, INC. All Rights Reserved.

THEA'RE SOMOIST

ANDFULL ANDRO<E

PETAL PINK...
\

POGS HAVE NO
PROBLEM WITH
BEING PRESSED LP

r
} [\/\

©2026 Bricn Crane, dist, by Andrews Meheel Syndication

PICKLES Brian Crane
QOUVRE TELLING NO, WE REALLY
ME WE DONT HANE DON'T HAJE
MEAN INGFUL MEAN\NGFUOL
CONVERSATIONS? CONVERSATIONS

ANY N\OR/E./

VERSATION THIS

SUDOKU

DIFFICULTY RATING: & ¥ v v 3%

5

8 7 1

2

3

2

-_—

3
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© 2026 Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication for UFS

P;HNAI&OAT ICE THAT e
BLACKHEAD INTHE BN
CORNERTHAT
NEVER GOES
ANAH

T

zilscomics.com

ALL RIGHT, MEN,
ARE YOU ALL ReADY
FOR OUR HIKE?

©1979 Peanuts Worldwide

LLC, Dist. by Andrews McMeel

WwWWw.snoopy.com

PID ANYONE BRING
ANYTHING TO DRINK?

MORE THAN

Schee 2

THAT'LL BE FINE,
OLIVIER IF WE DON'T 60
TWENTY FEET!

POOCH CAFE praul Gilligan

Distributed by Andrews McMeel Syndication

FLOWER BED!

NEEDS A HELPER
MONKEY.

~
HE'S WORKING OUR HELPER | [ ARE You suRe
AR B Tt BONE! FONKEY N0 THE PIRT. | | o EXTRA g&gﬁgﬁj
PIGH; DIG UP THE HE HELPER MONKEY | :

©2026 Paul Gilligan. Dist, by Andrews McMeel Syndication

8-5

anngan

WELL, \ DISAGREE,
| THINK WE HAD A
MEANINGEOL CON-

TELLING ME HOW

YoU WANT YouR
ECGS COCKED 15

WONYERWEOR

HOW TO PLAY: All the words listed below appear in the puzzle — hori-
zontally, vertically, diagonally and even backward. Find them, circle each
letter of the word and strike it off the list. The leftover letters spell the

By DAVID

OUELLET

Find the familiar phrase, saying or
name in this arrangement of letters.

SUDOKU INSTRUCTIONS:
Each row, column and set of 3-by-3
boxes must contain the numbers 1
through 9 without repitition.

TODAY’S WHATZIT SOLUTION:
allie} JO SAINUILL UDDYI]

NOT A MEANINGFLL WONDERWORD.

%\\NERSK\'\OM" SOME FAMOUS BRAND NAMES Solution: 12 letters
/—/YOCOCACOLASSEUG
TVLIOHIDNEFCHKSG
GLAAAHEKADOKOAU
OOLNCAAVBOFBRRSC
OVEEOODYYVEM@AC
GLGTATSAAEFWOZ I
LHOFCMTTRAMLAWN
EEELHATI I EPOEDTFDO
CRFILAPCUPNVI I M
AMY XNELORVHI DAE
) S EANLZOYROSSATL
' RSDOOERONSSI SOU
" ELTSENEDCOCOUYL
TODAY'S SUDOKU -~ VOO I TTAGUBS SHTFOUWU
SOLUTION: NI KEXELORALSETL
€/2/6]1 6 2]9 v 8 © 2026 Andrews McMeel Syndication ~ www.wonderword.com 8/5
: z g : : é : i z Adidas, BMW, Bugatti, Chanel, Chevy, Coach, Coca-Cola,
e L vle 6 cls z 2 ercs, Dove‘, Fendi, Fiat, Fila, Ford, Google, Gugci, Gue§s,
o zlslzis vle sl Hew_wz, ngmes, Honda, Koo_lak, Lacoste, Lego, Levi’s, 'L’Orgaal,
Selelzlt sy el Louis Vuitton, Lululemon, Microsoft, Navy, Nestle, Netflix, Nike,
Oreo, Peloton, Polo, Porsche, Prada, Ray-Ban, Reebok, Rolex,
: 3 ; :’; i ; z i : Sony, Tesla, Toyota, Versace, Volvo, Walmart, Yahoo, Zara

zleltlv/ 2z olslc 6| TODAY'S ANSWER: Tiffany and Co
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W © 2026 oy MoPHERSON) D1 572 B7 ANDREWS ICHMECL SYND. B
: ACROSS 34 Nothing more TODAY'S SOLUTION:
i 1 “We're — than MNE NMIEIE
g to see the 36 Ardor E
T wizard ...” 38 Impair djv|l ENEIE
N 4 Pole 39 Goulzmet slalolv I 1L
3 8 Ordinance coo 3lal1 Iy Hlslv
= 11 “La — Bonita” 41 Uncloses
seller 46 Arab ruler 3(d
13 Crete’s 47 On the beach N .~
Mount — 49 Mock
14 Old pronoun 32 Cravat A 3
15 Slender 2:53 EP"h d l|a H
16 Bed 'gh caras 3N
17 Shallow 56 Done’ toa — = -
dish 57 Perl_.lt sI O S
13 Capl a n O J_
202081 Keane, e L ‘ Jer 19 N;:rﬁterge_tcf’ar 58 Bugle call v I
www.familycircus. com. 21 Infamous 59 hTo — IS . :l :] O -
L “...and that’s what Marmaduke emperor 60 Caloana:
“I'm looking at your history here, is doing today. Next up— 22 Sheer span 4 Subway in 9 Love
Mr. Dummynski, and you seem to be Garfield the cat...” 23 “It — — Be 61 Med. specialty Paris 10 Irrigate
a bit accident-prone.” You” ) 5 Fireplace 11 “— a girl!”
25 Item for a DOWN residue 18 Greek god of
BEETLE BAILEY Mort & Greg Walker superhero 6 Uttered love
27 Holiday time 1 Job-safety 7 Garage 20 Plant part
; N 28 Graceful bird org. service 23 Garment
WHEW! I'M FINALLY WELL, HE i NOT REALLY. HE 30 State near 2 Flop around (Hyph.) edge
DONE SETTING UP NEEDS ITTO |t WANTS TO WATCH Conn. 3 Spigot 8 Legal 24 Rd.
THE GENERAL’S COORD'NATE z THEGOLFMATCH 7 > 5 = = 3 = 5 ) ™5 25 Young farm
COMMUNICATIONS  WITH COMMAND |3 animal
CENTRAL g e ) T3 26 Literary
H collection
: T 15 16 29 Tiny
8 31 “— Idol”
‘ 32 Word in place
5 names
33 AARP
§ members
35 Repeat
37 Alaska city
40 Scarcely
WELL, IF HE WAS UPSET, WHY HE'S OUTSOURCING A2 Duccaneer
DION'T HE COME TELL ME HIS BAD TEMPER u
surface
J?; o ANDER e 44 Willow rod
2| | MANAGEMENT ‘ = 22 Ea}ﬂ?ae: Poe
“| \ PROGRAM 47 1" | 48 portin
i I 52 55 Pennsylvania
5 50 Org.
H 56 58 division
£ 5 51 Curvy letter
s s 59 60 61 - 54 “] — —
: 4 Camera”
Y ") o 2 H > 8-6 © 2026 UFS, Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication for UFS
THE BORN LOSER Art & Chip Sansom HAGAR THE HORRIBLE chris Browne
SIGH 2 U » VlS (T MY IMAGINATION, OR‘ LUTE, ARE YOU READY FOR YOUR FIRST n
* ; ° £ DIDMY INBOX JUST GROW PERFORMANCE 4T THE MAD BERSERKER'S |,
: ( (i ¢ BEFORE MY EYES?] :
Sk S
: :
) Nl £ ) IN s :
£ g = TUANK You,
N g g N\ DADDY
B
ZITS Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott PEANUTS Charles M. Schulz
16T rormpLe B AT HOME, B/BY e )| R IkE, | | AL RGHTNEN, I |1 UKeN Y0U HEARYOIR Ao LHER U ONCT
D A - DA-PUMNE: \ WORKING,/ \ PERIWINKLE, |  |6OING T0 CALL THE ROLL :
FOOP INTYE FripGE! i3 : : CALLED UP YONDER,
PAA-DAA-DA-DUMM! . A 'Ll BE THERE"
. MY PARENTS ARE LOVING AND ) o :
| REPSONABLY 5(prORTIVE OF MEHONEY. /] & % ‘' ; : . ?/
. DAA-DAA-DA--... i '
DA, PSEE i
memw-afe _ A ? : fS==, E‘ 86
GARFIELD Jim Davis POOCH CAFE Paul Giligan
Yy T KNOW You HAP ANOTHER YOU'LY PROBABLY sUST FILL
POKE : 5T01PHZ%ING WERBEEPE%E glEEN TI'M UsT m'é %ﬁ(& g;«le §?1'§WA§ é!ct( 1; R#l“j"T4 ‘21& QETNEERE ;% i
0K ® ! !
POk 3 THE COLVAR OFF MY CORPSE | | \O00V: LONG BREAK. /| ¢
® AND SLIP IT ONTO THE NEXT ]
o B \_62!/‘_/ % ﬁ
§ g Elﬁl_l_:lin

PICKLES Brian Crane w 5 N B RW@ R p By DAVID
® OUELLET

SO, YOU'RE SAYING OKAY OKANY.\ POTATOES HAVE SKTN . HOW TO PLAY: All the words listed below a i i

; : ppear in the puzzle — hori-
You WANT MORE HERE GOES .\ | HAVE SKIN. Yo MAKE A zontally, vertically, diagonally and even backward. Find them, circle each
\COMVE RSATION? AHEM! T THEREFORE GOOD POINT, letter of the word and strike it off the list. The leftover letters spell the

\ AM A POTATO. WONDERWORD.

YoLR THOUGH TS? J TRIESTE, ITALY Solution: 7 letters

; N OLIVEDNARGLANASZC
SEVORGOTSUI GNAS
\ LCSSDRAYENIVSGA
&X AAAUBORSASOTRPZ
TMRF{ELMAPIATLOEPN
SUDOKU US NOAOL I TETRIBA I
TOARRBAZUCTIRI OP
5 D'FF'CULTYRAZNG*W** g9 Lind the familiar phrase, sayingor L AMT T E | AATOLF NN
5 name in this arrangement of letters. UNOINCDGIVUQRAA
9 5(8|7 CIRESUIVAIT@®! LI
39 1 ‘ ;s 1l CVOAGODGULAHUUT
3 = COME PLAYPLAY§T|ROA|ADLAC®L|E
ELPLNLIARTEKLIRN
4 1|5 EU?]OKU IN?TRUC1(’1IONS:f3b , TODAY’S SUDOKU UOTOMMAS SE ORATFTFE
6 5 | boxes st contan o mmbore Lt O MEDIEVALOIHGCCEYV
through 9 without repitition. ¢.9.v)E L 516 8 L —
4 8 6 LZ|1|8|v |2 6|9 S € © 2026 Andrews McMeel Syndication  www.wonderword.com 8/6
z ‘; g g 2 1’_ : t : Aperitivo, Borsa, Brovada, Café, Caldaia, Canal Grande, Carso,
6 9 2 1 e scle s vlzliols Castle, F_aro, Friulano, Friuli, Giulia, Grotta Gigante, Groves,
, ecle sl s St taan, Mool ol Avdace, Mulledturl Huseo
1 89 7 6 TODAY'S WHATZIT SOLUTION: : Z : ; : 2 f ‘; g Giusto, gcala,,Tomméseo, Vecchio, Venetian, Venezia, Vineyards
8/6 © 2026 Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication for UFS Aeld 03310 80D 6, 8/G|L v |9]€|C|L TODAY’S ANSWER: Seaport
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Daffodil Garden C

Staff Reports

news@albanyherald.com

ALBANY - Brenda and
Tom Murphy’s Marbury Lane
home in the Lake Park Merry
Acres area of Albany has been
named the Daffodil Garden
Club Yard of the Month.

The Murphys’ home is an
example of classic curb ap-
peal, featuring a lush, me-
ticulously maintained lawn
that creates a striking first
impression. Neatly trimmed
shrubs, graceful crepe myrtles,
and well-balanced foundation
plantings frame the home,
while colorful beds of white
flowers add a soft, welcom-
ing touch. The gently curv-
ing walkway leads visitors to
an inviting front porch, en-
hancing the home’s warmth
and charm.

Every element of the land-
scape reflects careful plan-
ning, pride of ownership, and
consistent attention to detail.

lub names Yard of the

Month

Special Photo

Brenda and Tom Murphy’s Marbury Lane home in the Lake Park Merry Acres area of Al-
bany has been named the Daffodil Garden Club Yard of the Month.

The Murphys’ beautifully
manicured yard is a won-
derful contribution to the
neighborhood and a deserv-

said.

ing recipient of this month’s recognizes Garden of the
honor, garden club officials Month winners’ efforts to
make Albany an even more

The Daffodil Garden Club beautiful place to call home.

CITY OF

e/

/ 70l

. GEORGTA

Special Logo

Albany Utilities sends
out continuous water
flow notifications

Staff Reports

news@albanyherald.com

ALBANY - Albany Util-
ities began issuing “con-
tinuous flow” water usage
notifications on Monday.
This usage alert is designed
to help identify situations
where water on the cus-
tomer’s side of their water
service is running continu-
ously for a 24-hour period.

The purpose of this notifi-

Special Photo: Colquitt Regional

Colquitt Regional Medical Center has earned the Leapfrog Full Transparency Badge, recognizing the health system’s commitment to publicly reporting
patient safety and quality information through the annual Leapfrog Hospital Survey.

Colquitt Regional earns full transparency badge from Leapfrog

Staff Reports

news@albanyherald.com

MOULTRIE — Colquitt
Regional Medical Center has
earned the Leapfrog Full
Transparency Badge, rec-
ognizing the health system’s
commitment to publicly re-
porting patient safety and
quality information through
the annual Leapfrog Hospi-
tal Survey.

The Full Transparency
Badge is awarded to hospi-
tals that complete, affirm,
and submit all sections of
the Leapfrog Hospital Sur-
vey, one of the nation’s lead-
ing voluntary reporting pro-
grams focused on patient
safety, quality and trans-
parency. The designation
reflects Colquitt Regional’s
ongoing dedication to pro-
viding patients and families
with meaningful information
about the quality and safety
of the care they receive.

“Transparency is an essen-
tial part of delivering excep-
tional healthcare,” Colquitt
Regional President and CEO
Jim Matney said. “Patients
deserve access to reliable in-
formation that helps them
make informed healthcare
decisions, and we are proud
to openly share our perfor-
mance through The Leap-
frog Group. Earning the Full
Transparency Badge reflects
our commitment to account-
ability, continuous improve-
ment, and providing the high-
est standard of care for the
communities we serve.”

Colquitt Regional has long
prioritized patient safety,
quality improvement, and
clinical excellence through
ongoing investments in ad-
vanced technology, physician
recruitment, employee edu-
cation, and evidence-based
care. The health system has
earned numerous national
recognitions, including be-
ing named a Leapfrog Top
Rural Hospital twice, receiv-
ing 22 “A” Hospital Safety

Grades from The Leapfrog
Group, being recognized among
Becker’s Healthcare’s Great
Community Hospitals, and
earning multiple American
Heart Association Get With
The Guidelines stroke care
awards.

By participating in the Leap-
frog Hospital Survey each
year, Colquitt Regional pro-
vides patients with transpar-
ent, independently verified
information about hospital
safety practices, quality mea-
sures, and patient outcomes.
This commitment supports
the organization’s mission
of continuously improving
healthcare while building
trust with the communities
it serves.

“We are proud to support a
culture that values openness,
accountability and excellence,”
Hospital Authority Chairman
John Griffin said. “Trans-
parency not only strength-
ens patient confidence, but
it also challenges healthcare
organizations to continually
improve. This recognition re-
flects the dedication of our
physicians, nurses, and em-
ployees who work every day
to provide safe, high-quality
care for south Georgia.”

The Leapfrog Full Transpar-
ency Badge appears on Leap-
frog’s public ratings website
and identifies hospitals that
have committed to openly
sharing information about
their performance. The des-
ignation helps patients and
families identify healthcare
organizations that prioritize
transparency and voluntarily
report comprehensive infor-
mation about patient safety
and quality.

“We applaud Colquitt Re-
gional Medical Center for its
commitment to transparency,”
Leah Binder, president and
CEO of The Leapfrog Group,
said. “Transparency is one of
the most powerful drivers of
improvement in health care.
By fully participating in the
Leapfrog Hospital Survey,

Colquitt Regional Medical information about the safe- Colquitt Regional Health Sys-
Center is helping patients and ty and quality of their care.” tem, contact the marketing
families access meaningful

For more information about department at (229) 890-3552.

cation is to provide custom-
ers with timely information
so they can check for poten-
tial issues, such as a leak-
ing toilet, dripping faucet,
irrigation system problem,
or another source of ongo-
ing water use.

Receiving an alert does not
necessarily mean there is an
emergency or a major leak.
However, because a “con-
tinuous water flow alert” is
being registered by a cus-
tomer’s meter, it is an indi-
cation that water is flowing
somewhere beyond the me-
ter (on the customer’s side
of the water service).

Customers who receive an
alert are encouraged to take
a few simple steps:

o Check faucets, toilets, ir-
rigation systems, and outdoor
spigots for water that may
be running unexpectedly.

« Look for signs of leaks
inside and outside the home
or business.

« If the water use is ex-
pected, for example, filling
a pool or another planned
activity, no action may be
needed.

» Anyone who discovers
a leak should arrange for
repairs as soon as possible
to help prevent higher wa-
ter bills and unnecessary
water loss.

Prompt attention to un-
expected water use can save
water, avoid higher util-
ity bills, and prevent more
significant service-related
problems from developing.

Relationship focus continues to drive success for AB&T

Staff Reporis

news@albanyherald.com

ALBANY - For the lead-
ership of Albany’s Commu-
nity Capital Bancshares and
its wholly owned subsidiary,
AB&T, there is a great sense of
pride around the strength of the
bank’s balance sheet and the
strong financial performance
the company has enjoyed for
the past several quarters, in-
cluding through the second
quarter for 2026, where the
bank saw solid growth in sev-
eral key metrics.

But when it comes to truly
measuring the institution’s
ongoing success, nothing is
more important, or powerful,
than the bank’s laser focus on
true relationship banking. Put
simply, there will always be
opportunities to grow loans,
grow deposits and delight
shareholders, when the cli-
ent is understood and the
focus remains on ensuring
their successes.

Leadership was once again
reminded of that powerful sym-
biosis earlier this year, when
the leaders of local airplane
manufacturer Thrush Aircraft
LLC, took an important step
into a brighter future, thanks
in no small part to the exper-
tise and relational focus of
AB&T and its premier bank-
er, President Matt Rushton.

With a history in Albany
dating back more than a half-
century, Thrush has weath-
ered many a season in this
community, enjoying tremen-
dous successes to crushing
lows, natural disasters and
multiple ownership changes.
But as the Albany communi-
ty inched closer to becoming
ground zero for a once-in-a-
lifetime pandemic, it faced
perhaps its toughest chal-
lenge, as a new ownership
group came in to pick up the
pieces of a failed enterprise
in 2019.“We were a custom-
er of Thrush’s,” current CEO
Mark McDonald said recently.
“When Thrush got in a little

bit of trouble, they called and
said, ‘Can you come down and
help?’ And shortly thereafter,
the prior ownership filed for
bankruptcy.

“We wanted to make sure
the company survived because
we saw all sorts of value. At
the time, we didn’t really have
any interest in purchasing the
company, we just wanted to
continue to buy aircraft for
our other businesses.”

McDonald, who has a long
history working in aerospace,
was joined in the endeavor by
two partners, including CFO
Clint Hubbard, who grew up
in north Georgia and cut his
teeth in the carpet world, be-
fore working with McDonald
years ago in another venture.

“I ended up meeting Mark
after 20-something years in
the carpet business and ended
up working with a defense and
aerospace company in North
Carolina that was using the
Thrush aircraft for a partic-
ular contract we had,” Hub-
bard said. “We got to know
Thrush in that way, and ul-
timately that’s what brought
us to Albany, to purchase the
company back in 2019.”

Both Hubbard and McDon-
ald thought the purchase was
worth the risk, based on sev-
eral key factors, not the least of
which was the overall quality
of the Thrush aircraft that has
been a leader in the industry
for decades.

While McDonald praised
the talented individuals em-
ployed by the company, he
also lauded Rushton, who
had provided banking services
and expertise to past owner-
ship groups for more than 20
years. According to McDon-
ald, it didn’t take them long
to see why prior owners had
dealt with Rushton.

“My understanding is AB&T’s
history with Thrush is a lot
longer than our history with
Thrush,” McDonald said. “And
it was apparent very early
on that we were going to use

AB&T, not just because of their
experience with Thrush, but
also because of the people we
met at AB&T.

“We’ve never looked back.
That relationship has been
great. That’s the main reason
we're here today.”

Pressed about the particu-
lars of that experience, Mc-
Donald deferred to Hubbard,
who over the long course of
his career in finance has not
only dealt with myriad bank-
ers, but had served on a com-
munity bank board as well.

“When we say we manufac-
ture airplanes, we manufacture
airplanes from sheet metal,
and there’s a very significant
working capital requirement,”
Hubbard explained. “And,
also, when you’re selling a
product, and this goes to sort
of the community banking and
having a relationship banker,
when you have a business
that has significant working
capital requirements, and
is also a product where you
have big tickets — you have
a $2 million airplane — you
need understanding.

“But every time we got into
aneed, the creativity that Matt
and his team had was phe-
nomenal.”

What also resonated with
Hubbard was the way he went
above and beyond to truly un-
derstand the company, the
new owners and what was
important to them.

“I'm coming from the per-
spective of a CFO who has
been running companies and
working with banks for 35
years now,” Hubbard said.
“We got with Matt early on
in the process and he was
completely supportive of ev-
erything we needed from the
day we started.

“He did what many of
the larger banks couldn’t or
wouldn’t do. Banking is very
regulated. It’s a highly regu-
lated environment. And I'm
not saying AB&T doesn’t dot
all the T’'s” and cross all the

Matt Rushton

‘T’s’ 100%. But there’s still
a difference in community
banking and the big region-
als and Matt personifies that.
I've dealt with a lot of bank-
ers in my life and no ques-
tion Matt’s the best.”

McDonald concurred, even
growing somewhat emotion-
al talking about his dealings
with Rushton and AB&T.

“I would echo what Clint
said,” he added. “I don’t have
Clint’s experience with banks
or banking institutions. I've
never been on the board of
a bank. When we were going
through a phase of growth and
looking for additional capital,
and as the company grew, we
knew we were going to get
to a point in time where we
were beyond AB&T’s lending
limit. And it was a question
of do we want to go to a big-
ger bank.

“And there were two take-
aways from that process for
me personally. One was Matt
was going to help us grow out
of the bank. And he offered to
be supportive of the process
and look at bank documents
and all that stuff to help us
grow beyond AB&T. And my
thought was that was pretty
impressive.”

Thanks to Rushton’s ef-
forts and diligence, Thrush
was able to once again thrive,
and earlier this year made a
significant announcement
about the company’s future,
as it recently merged with
another airplane manufac-
turing stalwart, Air Tractor,
to streamline operations and
set the newly combined en-
tity on a path to even greater
future success.
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Staff Photo: Joe Whitfield
Lee County wide receiver Jaden Upshaw was named 1o
the Georgia High School Football Daily Class 6A Preseason
All-State Team. The Texas A&M commit is one of three Trojans
honored, joining offensive lineman Shavezz Dixon and line-

backer Gregory Batson.

Lee County trio earns preseason All-State honors

By Joe Whitfield
Sports Editor

LEESBURG — Lee County’s tradition
of producing elite football talent con-
tinues to earn statewide recognition.

The Trojans placed three players on
the Georgia High School Football Dai-
ly Class 6A Preseason All-State Team,
highlighted by senior wide receiver
Jaden Upshaw, senior offensive line-
man Shavezz Dixon and senior line-
backer Gregory Batson.

For Lee County coach Dean Fabrizio,
the recognition comes as no surprise.

“All three are very deserving,” Fab-
rizio said. “They are three-year start-
ers for us and leaders for our team.”

The trio is expected to anchor a Lee
County team with state championship
aspirations this fall.

Upshaw, a Texas A&M commitment,
has developed into one of Georgia’s pre-
mier wide receivers. A dangerous play-

maker with game-breaking speed, he
headlines an explosive Lee County of-
fense after earning preseason All-State
recognition alongside Thomas County
Central’s Jabari Watkins.

Protecting the offense will be Dix-
on, one of the state’s top offensive line
prospects. The North Carolina com-
mit gives the Trojans an experienced
presence up front and was one of seven
offensive linemen selected to the pre-
season team.

Batson rounds out Lee County’s selec-
tions after emerging as one of Georgia’s
top linebackers. The standout defender
is among the state’s most heavily re-
cruited prospects and remains uncom-
mitted after reopening his recruitment
earlier this summer following a previ-
ous pledge to Florida State.

Lee County’s three selections tied
Thomas County Central for the second-
most preseason All-State picks among
Class 6A schools, trailing only Creekside,

which placed four players on the team.

The honors are another reminder of
the talent assembled in Leesburg.

According to the 247Sports Composite
rankings, Lee County has five juniors
or seniors with state rankings entering
the 2026 season, tying Milton for the
third-most in Class 6A. Only Creek-
side and Gainesville, with eight each,
have more ranked prospects. Thomas
County Central has three ranked play-
ers, while Woodward Academy and Kell
also have three apiece.

The preseason accolades extended
beyond the playing field.

Georgia High School Football Daily
also noted that Fabrizio enters his 18th
season as Lee County’s head coach, ty-
ing Sequoyah’s James Teter as the lon-
gest-tenured head coach in Class 6A.

Since taking over the program in 2009,
Fabrizio has transformed Lee County

See LEE, 10A

Staff Photo: Sonja Stroyls
Deerfield-Windsor senior Gage Tomlinson will be a vital
part of the Knight defense this season. The Knights open
next Friday night in Valdosta against rival Valwood.

By Joe Whitfield
Sports Editor

MACON — The score-
board wasn’t important Fri-
day night.

Learning was.

Deerfield-Windsor got its
first look at the 2026 football
team in live competition dur-
ing an informal preseason
scrimmage against Tatnall
Square Academy, and while
the host Trojans found the
end zone more often, Knights
coach Jake McCrae left Ma-
con encouraged by what his
young team accomplished.

The scrimmage featured a
series of controlled 10-play
offensive possessions rath-
er than a traditional game,
giving both coaching staffs
an opportunity to evaluate
personnel before the regu-
lar season.

“Our inexperience showed
at times,” McCrae said. “But
we did a lot of good things
and checked a lot of boxes.
It really helped us see what
we really need to work on
heading into the season.”

The evening also came
with a price.

A pair of Deerfield-Wind-
sor players left with injuries,
though McCrae’s biggest
takeaway centered on the
valuable experience gained
by a roster replacing one of
the most accomplished se-
nior classes in school history.

Among the bright spots
were the Knights’ perimeter
blocking by the wide receiv-
ers, something McCrae said
stood out throughout the
scrimmage.

He was equally pleased
with the depth displayed
along the defensive line,
a unit expected to become
one of the team’s strengths

this fall.

Those positives came de-
spite expected growing pains
from an offense breaking in
several new starters. Deer-
field-Windsor enters the sea-
son with only four offensive
players who have significant
varsity experience, making
Friday’s live repetitions es-
pecially valuable.

The Knights now turn
their attention to prepar-
ing for what McCrae be-
lieves is one of the toughest
opening stretches on their
schedule in recent memory.

Deerfield-Windsor opens
the regular season Aug. 14
against longtime rival Val-
wood in Valdosta before
returning home Aug. 21 to
host First Presbyterian Day
School of Macon.

Special Photo: Imagn Images

Newly acquired Braves left-hander Brent Suter delivers a pitch while with the Los Angeles Angels this season. Atlanta
added the veteran reliever before the MLB trade deadline in a deal that sent infielder Nacho Alvarez Jr. to the Angels.

Atlanta adds depth, but not splash at deadline

Field Level Media

ATLANTA-The Major League Baseball
trade deadline came and went Monday
without the Atlanta Braves making the
kind of splash many fans hoped would
address the club’s biggest concerns.

While Atlanta added pitching depth
and reshuffled its roster with a hand-
ful of deals, the Braves did not land a
frontline starter or a significant offen-
sive bat, leaving many of the team’s ro-
tation and lineup questions unanswered
heading into the stretch run.

Atlanta’s most notable addition came
before the deadline when the club ac-
quired veteran right-hander Tyler Mahle
from the San Francisco Giants in ex-
change for right-handed reliever An-
thony Molina.

Mabhle, 31, is 3-9 with a 5.13 ERA over
18 starts this season. The veteran owns
a 42-55 career record with a 4.19 ERA
and has recorded 842 strikeouts in 160
major league appearances.

The Braves also bolstered their bull-
pen by acquiring veteran left-hand-
ed reliever Brent Suter from the Los

Angeles Angels for infielder Nacho Al-
varez Jr.

Suter, 36, has appeared in 41 games
this season, posting a 4.12 ERA while
striking out 55 batters in 63 1/3 innings.
A dependable veteran, Suter owns a ca-
reer 3.62 ERA over 389 appearances.

Atlanta also continued reshaping its
roster on deadline day by trading catch-
er Joey Bart to the Chicago White Sox
for right-hander Duncan Davitt and
sending versatile outfielder Eli White
to the Boston Red Sox in exchange for
right-hander Tyler Uberstine.

Both Davitt and Uberstine were op-
tioned to Triple-A Gwinnett following
the trades.

Bart was acquired from Pittsburgh
in June but appeared in only 20 games
with Atlanta after batting .226 with
four home runs and 13 RBIs overall
this season.

White, valued for his defensive versa-
tility, hit .233 with five home runs and
17 RBIs in 69 games while playing all
three outfield positions.

Uberstine made his major league de-
but with Boston earlier this season and
posted a 2.81 ERA in 15 appearances
at Triple-A Worcester. Davitt has made
two major league relief appearances
while spending most of the season at
Triple-A Charlotte.

Although Atlanta added experienced
arms in Mahle and Suter while acquiring
a pair of pitching prospects, the Braves
stopped short of making the blockbust-
er moves many expected.

The club’s injury-riddled starting ro-
tation has been a concern for much of
the season, and the lineup has struggled
at times to consistently produce runs.
With the deadline now passed, Atlanta
will rely largely on its current roster and
the health of its returning players as it
attempts to make a push over the final
weeks of the regular season.

Falcons lock up Bijan Robinson with record deal

Field Level Media

Falcons running back Bijan Rob-
inson agreed to a contract extension
valued at a maximum of $75 million
over three years, according to mul-
tiple reports, with Atlanta anxious to
end the “hold in” status of the All-

Pro in training camp.

Robinson will become the highest-
paid running back in NFL history
with $51 million guaranteed and
$37 million due as a signing bonus,
ESPN reported on Tuesday.

Robinson, the No. 8 pick in the
2023 NFL Draft, had 2,298 total
yards in 2025 with 11 touchdowns
and was named first-team All-Pro. He
has 34 total TDs in 51 career games

(50 starts).

He was active in minicamp and
mandatory workouts in the offseason
under new head coach Kevin Stefan-
ski. But since reporting to training

Special Photo: Dale Zanine-imagn Images
Aflanta Falcons running back Bijan Robinson agreed to a three-year con-
tfract extension worth up to $75 million, making him the highest-paid running
bback in NFL history.

camp, Robinson had been attending
daily sessions but idling on the side-
line while the Falcons address his con-
tract status.

Robinson already was signed for the
2026 season and the Falcons picked
up his fifth-year option for 2027 be-
fore the agreement Tuesday.

Robinson is the latest core player
to sign a long-term contract to stay
with the Falcons since Matt Ryan was
named team president of football in
January. Wide receiver Drake London,
tight end Kyle Pitts and guard Mat-
thew Bergeron all signed for at least
three more seasons in the offseason.

The Falcons lost Tyler Allgeier in free
agency to the Arizona Cardinals but
added Brian Robinson, who has played
for the Washington Commanders and
San Francisco 49ers, and third-down
back Tyler Goodson to work behind
Bijan Robinson this season.
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into one of Georgia’s premier
football powers, consistently
competing for region cham-
pionships and deep playoff
runs while sending numerous
players to the collegiate level.

GHFD Preseason Class 6A
All-State Team:

Offense

QB: Kharim Hughley, Gaines-
ville

QB: Aidan McPherson,
Thomas County Central

RB: Quinterrius Gipson, Kell

RB: Daylan Maxwell, Jack-
son County

RB: Gary Walker, Creekside

WR: Jaden Upshaw, Lee
County

WR: Jabari Watkins, Thom-
as County Central

TE: Grant Haviland, Milton

OL: Kelsey Adams, Hughes

OL: Jordan Dillon, Effing-
ham County

OL: Tyler Ford, Gainesville

OL: Shavezz Dixon, Lee

County
OL: Jaylon Moore, Creekside
OL: Miller Westerfield,
Roswell
PK: Leif Hansen, Sequoyah

Defense

DL: Cassius Burch, Creekside

DL: Prince Che, Thomas
County Central

DL: Elijah Patmon, North-
side (Warner Robins)

DL/LB: Tavarre Terrell,
Creekside

LB: Gregory Batson, Lee
County

LB: Blaize Battaglia, Milton

LB: Darryn Williams, Gaines-
ville

LB: Drew Williams, Sequoyah

DB: Jernard Albright, Eff-
ingham County

DB: Israel Prince-Oyakh-
ire, Shiloh

DB: Jai’lil Goley, Gainesville

DB: Bryce Woods, Wood-
ward Academy

P: Afton Rowles, Wood-
ward Academy

Falcons bolster support staff

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

FLOWERY BRANCH —
The Atlanta Falcons continued
reshaping their football op-
erations department Tuesday,
hiring former standout center
and Ring of Honor member
Todd McClure as coordinator
of player development and
senior personnel assistant
while announcing six other
front office additions.

McClure returns to the or-
ganization where he spent
his entire 14-year NFL ca-
reer. In his new role, he will
help oversee the club’s player
development program, co-
ordinating cross-function-
al initiatives while assist-
ing football leadership with
player-focused and strategic
projects.

A seventh-round draft pick
in 1999, McClure became one
of the most durable and re-
spected offensive linemen in
franchise history. After miss-

ing his rookie season because
of injury, he appeared in 198
games with 195 starts and set
a Falcons franchise record
by making 144 consecutive
starts from 2001-10.
McClure helped pave the
way for several of the fran-
chise’s top offensive per-
formers, blocking for three
different 1,000-yard rushers
and helping quarterback Mi-
chael Vick and running back
Warrick Dunn each eclipse
the 1,000-yard rushing mark
during the 2006 season. He
was inducted into the Fal-
cons Ring of Honor in 2022.
Atlanta also strengthened
its scouting department by
hiring Daniel Clements as a
BLESTO scout, Kevin Melore
and Keith Earle Jr. as area
scouts, Justin Hickman as
a national scout and Max
Blank as a scouting assistant.
Clements joins the Falcons
after working as a personnel
assistant at Texas last sea-
son following three years as

assistant director of player
personnel at Texas A&M.

Melore earned a promo-
tion after serving as Atlanta’s
scouting assistant in 2025.
Before joining the Falcons,
he worked in player person-
nel at Texas and previously
played quarterback at Long
Island University and Pace
University.

Earle arrives after five sea-
sons with the Chicago Bears,
where he progressed from
training camp scouting in-
tern to area scout. Hickman
brings professional scouting
experience from the New
England Patriots, XFL and
Canadian Football League
after a playing career that
included time with the In-
dianapolis Colts.

Blank returns to Atlanta
after spending the past two
seasons as a rotational ana-
lyst in the NFL league office.
He previously interned with
both the Falcons and Los An-
geles Rams while attending

the University of Tennessee.

The Falcons also named
Frank Wintrich assistant di-
rector of strength and con-
ditioning.

Wintrich brings more than
two decades of performance
training experience at the
professional, collegiate and
government levels. Most re-
cently, he served as director
of health and fitness for the
National Defense Universi-
ty after previously holding
leadership positions with
the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice and the U.S. Army. His
collegiate résumé includes
stops at UCLA, Virginia, BYU,
North Texas, South Florida,
The Citadel, Utah State and
Arizona State.

The hires continue the
Falcons’ offseason effort to
strengthen both their player
development and personnel
departments as the organi-
zation prepares for the 2026
season.

Special Photo: Florida State Athletics

Florida State wide receiver Duce Robinson, who topped
1,000 receiving yards last season, was named Monday to
the preseason watch list for the 2026 Maxwell Award, pre-
sented annually to college football’s outstanding player.

FSU’s Robinson, Georgia

Tech’s Haynes land on
Maxwell Watch List

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

Florida State wide receiver
Duce Robinson and Georgia
Tech running back Justice
Haynes took the first step
toward one of college foot-
ball’s most prestigious in-
dividual honors Monday,
earning spots on the pre-
season watch list for the
2026 Maxwell Award.

Presented annually since
1937, the Maxwell Award
recognizes the nation’s out-
standing college football
player. Semifinalists will be
announced Nov. 10, finalists
will be revealed Nov. 24, and
the winner will be honored
during the ESPN Home De-
pot College Football Awards
Show on Dec. 10.

Robinson enters his se-
nior season after one of the
most productive years by a
receiver in recent Florida
State history.

The Phoenix native earned
first-team All-ACC honors
and was a Biletnikoff Award
semifinalist after catching 56
passes for 1,081 yards and
six touchdowns in 2025. He
became the Seminoles’ first
1,000-yard receiver since
2019 and recorded just the
14th 1,000-yard receiving
season in program history.

Robinson ranked ninth
nationally in receiving yards
during the regular season
while averaging 19.3 yards
per catch. His five 120-yard
receiving games were the
most among Power Four
receivers and the most by
a Florida State player since
2014.

He also led the ACC with
17 receptions of at least 20
yards, 12 catches of 30 yards
or more and six receptions
of at least 40 yards. Robin-
son averaged an ACC-best
102.8 receiving yards per
conference game and was
named ACC Receiver of the
Week twice.

Off the field, Robinson
became Florida State’s first

first-team Academic All-
American since 2012. He
was also selected to the pre-
season All-ACC team and
is a nominee for the Good
Works Team entering the
2026 season.

Georgia Tech’s representa-
tive on the watch list is one
of college football’s most in-
triguing newcomers.

Haynes transferred home
to the Yellow Jackets after
rushing for 857 yards and
10 touchdowns in only sev-
en games at Michigan last
season. The former Buford
High School standout av-
eraged 7.1 yards per carry
and 122.4 rushing yards per
game, leading the Big Ten in
rushing average while falling
just short of qualifying for
the NCAA statistical rank-
ings because of the number
of games played.

Haynes topped the 100-
yard mark six times in seven
games for the Wolverines.

Including two seasons at
Alabama before transferring
to Michigan, the senior has
rushed for 19 touchdowns
while averaging 6.5 yards
per carry over his collegiate
career.

Georgia Tech had a Maxwell
Award semifinalist last sea-
son in quarterback Haynes
King, who also earned Max-
well National Player of the
Week honors twice.

Florida State opens its sea-
son Aug. 29 against New
Mexico State, while Haynes
is expected to make his Geor-
gia Tech debut Sept. 3 when
the Yellow Jackets host Col-
orado in a nationally tele-
vised opener.

Jackie Young sparks Aces in rout of Dream

[

Field Level Media

The Las Vegas Aces looked
every bit of the defending
champions as they displayed
an accurate offensive per-
formance keyed by All-Star
Jackie Young in a 109-87 win
Monday over the host Atlan-
ta Dream.

Young delivered her third
career triple-double with 28
points, 11 rebounds and 10
assists after going scoreless
in the teams’ May matchup.

Las Vegas tied its season
high in points while shoot-
ing 44 of 71 (62.0%) from
the field and 10 of 19 (52.6%)
from 3-point range.

After a competitive first
quarter, a second quarter in
which Las Vegas shot 65%
and committed no turnovers
allowed the Aces to outscore
the Dream 33-14 and build a
55-38 halftime edge. Atlanta
never pulled closer than 16
points the rest of the game.

The Aces (21-9) were paced
by Young, who shot 11 of 17,
including 4 of 7 from 3-point
range. Young scored 19 of her
points in the first half, includ-
ing 14 in the second quarter,
then assisted on a Brianna
Turner bucket with 2:21 to
play to claim a triple-double.

Las Vegas’ A’ja Wilson
notched 23 points on 8-of-11
shooting from the field while

making all six free-throw at-
tempts. NaLyssa Smith added
18 points and Chelsea Gray
contributed 17 points and
six assists.

Atlanta (18-11) saw a five-
game winning streak end de-
spite Angel Reese delivering a
double-double with 23 points
and 16 rebounds. Reese shot

Special Photo: Brett Davis-Imagn Images
Las Vegas’ Jackie Young drives to the basket while Atlanta’s Angel Reese defends during
the Aces’ 109-87 victory over the Dream on Monday. Young recorded the third triple-
double of her career with 28 points, 11 rebounds and 10 assists as Las Vegas snapped At-
lanta’s five-game winning streak.

10 of 19 from the field. Rhyne
Howard added 19 points on
7-0f-13 shooting, including
a trio of 3-pointers.

Atlanta was within 41-36
with 3:50 to play in the first
half, but Las Vegas went on
a 14-2 spurt to close the half.
Young contributed nine points
in that run, sinking a 3-point-

er, a pair of short floaters
near the rim and a pair of
free throws.

The Aces’ road trip contin-
ues against Caitlin Clark and
the Fever on Thursday, while
Atlanta returns home to play
the Mercury and new addition
Kelsey Plum on Wednesday.

Hopkins joins Georgia Tech as assistant coach

Field Level Media

Three-time All-Pro DeAn-
dre Hopkins has been hired
as an assistant wide receiv-
ers coach at Georgia Tech.

Yellow Jackets head coach
Brent Key made the announce-
ment on Friday for Hopkins,
who auditioned for a coach-
ing role last week with the
New England Patriots.

“DeAndre is one of the great-
est receivers of all-time, but
his value to our program goes
far beyond that,” Key said in
a statement. “He has an ex-
ceptional knowledge of what
we're doing on offense due to
his long relationship with (of-
fensive coordinator) George
Godsey and strong familiar-
ity with the ACC, but most
importantly, he’s a leader of
men that I'm very excited for
our players to be around, on
and off the field.”

Despite his foray into coach-
ing, Hopkins took to social
media to note that his play-
ing career isn’t done.

“I Haven't retired from the
@NFL. ... But if youre a WR
and you want to be great,
come to @GeorgiaTechFB,”
Hopkins wrote on X on Sat-
urday morning.

Hopkins, 34, recorded just
22 catches for 330 yards in
17 games (three starts) last
season with the Baltimore

Ravens.

He has totaled 1,006 recep-
tions for 13,295 yards and 85
touchdown catches in 195

NFL games (172 starts).
Hopkins has seven career

1,000-yard receiving sea-

sons and has caught over

Special Photo: Imagn Images
Veteran NFL wide receiver DeAndre Hopkins has joined Georgia Tech’s coaching staff as
an assistant wide receivers coach. The three-time first-team All-Pro said he has not retired
from the NFL despite beginning his coaching career with the Yellow Jackets.

100 passes four times. He
earned first-team All-Pro
honors three straight years
(2017-19).
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Make a cool
summer
pudding from
England

ile the 2026 FIFA World Cup was
Wl full swing on screens across the
United States and the world, Iloved
how the cameras put viewers like us in the mid-
dle of the action, especially for the third-place
playoff match between France and England.
Amid all the excitement of England winning
the high-scoring match, I began to get curious
about local English food.

I decided to make a cultural experience at
home and created a taste of London by prepar-
ing an old English late-summer dessert called
“Summer Pudding.” For the Brits, the word
“pudding” (“pud” for short) actually means
“dessert,” and this fun recipe from across the
pond can become a memorable finale to an
August dinner. It’s full of fresh berries, and
the easy prep doesn’t require any baking, so
the kitchen stays cool. It’s a great use for day-
old bread, too!

Kids love to take part in the easy prep, so
gather the ingredients and enjoy this fresh,
beautiful dessert while it’s still summer.

ENGLISH SUMMER PUDDING

Makes 6-8 servings

-- 16 slices of day-old firm white bread with-
out preservatives

-- 6 cups assorted berries such as blueber-
ries, blackberries, raspberries and strawberries

-- 1 cup sugar

-- 1 tablespoon freshly squeezed lemon juice

-- Whipped cream

In a saucepan, combine berries, sugar and
lemon juice. Stir over medium heat until ber-
ries release their juices, about 5 minutes. Re-
move from heat and drain berries over a bowl,
reserving the juice.

Line the inside of a 5- to 6-cup bowl with
plastic wrap. Trim and discard crusts from the
bread and cut slices diagonally into 4 pieces.
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Dip each triangle into the juice, then arrange
on the bottom and in a continuous pattern
around the inside of the bowl to create a pin-
wheel effect. Fill any gaps with more bread,
saving some for the next step.

Fill the bread-lined bowl almost to the top
with the drained berries. Place a single layer
of the remaining bread on top of the berries to
create a cover. Spoon remaining juice evenly
over the top.

Cover the bowl with plastic wrap, then set a
small plate on top that fits inside the bowl. Set
a heavy 2-pound can on the plate to provide
weight. Refrigerate overnight.

To serve, remove the can, plate and plastic
wrap, and carefully invert the colorful molded
pudding onto a serving plate. Remove the plas-
tic wrap liner. Slice into wedges with a large
spoon and serve with a dollop of whipped cream.

K*¥*

Donna Erickson creates relationships and
community through food and fun. Find more
to nourish and delight you at www.donnaer-
ickson.com.

(¢) 2026 Donna Erickson
Distributed by King Features Synd.

Mrs. Utoka retired from
Synovus Bank. She is survived
W\ by two sons, Gregory (Rachel)
Davis and Kevin Davis; two
grandsons, Zekeriah Davis and
Owen Davis; and five siblings,
Wayne, Vernon, Sharon, Leon,
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and Anna Mae.

She was preceded in death
by her husband, Jimmy Broad-
away; and parents, Dorcas and
Walcie McCollough.

August 6, 2026, at 11:00 a.m.
CST at Meadowlawn Memorial
Gardens in Enterprise, Ala-
bama. Janice was born April 2,
1950, in Enterprise, Alabama,
to Louie and Edna Mclntosh.
She was raised in Chancellor,
Alabama, and graduated from
Coffee Springs High School

in 1968. She later earned a
nursing degree from Wallace
Community College and
worked for seventeen years at

Mrs. Utoka Broadaway

Mrs. Utoka Broadaway of
Bainbridge, GA, passed away
on Tuesday, July 28, 2026. A
funeral service was held on
Friday, July 31, 2026, at 11:00
AM at Sheffield Funeral Chapel
in Colquitt Funeral Home with
John Woodrum officiating. Mrs.
Utoka was interred at Black
Jack Baptist Church Cemetery.

Janice MciIntosh Merritt
Janice Mclntosh “Jan”
Merritt, 76, of Lake Black-
shear, Georgia, passed away
Sunday, August 2, 2026, at
Maple Court Assisted Living,
surrounded by her family.
Funeral services will be held
Wednesday, August 5, 2026, at
2:00 p.m. at Lake Blackshear
Baptist Church, with Brother
Phil Streetman officiating.

Visitation with the family will
begin at 1:00 p.m. Graveside
services will be held Thursday,

Tift Regional Medical Center.
In 2004, she married John
Merritt of Weston, Georgia.
The couple lived there until
retiring in 2019 and relocating
to Lake Blackshear. Jan was

a member of Lake Blackshear
Baptist Church and enjoyed
traveling, as well as time spent
with family and friends. She

is survived by her husband

of 22 years, John Merritt of
Lake Blackshear, Georgia; her
son, Tony Cheshire (Karen) of
Coffee Springs, Alabama; her
daughter, Jennifer Kelly (Brian)
of Sparks, Georgia; her mother,
Edna Mclntosh of Dothan

CELEBRITY CIPHER
by Luis Campos

ach letter in the cipher stands for another.

WAC KCMK EGQXGICOI
XGRLW QC RL KROCEWRGLI -
IWJKB, WG UC GXCL,

WGOR MQGI

TODAY’S CLUE: d Sienba y

Celebrity Cipher cryptograEns are created from quotations by famous people, past and present.
“R IXCLW M ZGW GV WRQC DRWA

WACB DGJZK

WG WARLP.” —

Previous Solution: “Outside of work, what brings me joy is realizing that the
sun is shining. It sounds a little trite, but it's not.” — Jon Bon Jovi

© 2026 by NEA, Inc., dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication 8-5

Alabama; her granddaughters,
Lindsey Troupe (Israel) of
Valdosta, Georgia, Katie Jester
(Logan) of Enterprise, Ala-
bama, and Haley Morris (Marc)
of Coffee Springs, Alabama;

W G and her great-grandchildren,
Harper Troupe, Taytum
Troupe, Jolie Troupe, Colton
Morris, Caroline Morris, Kasen
Jester, Ruby Jester, and Jett
Jester. She is also survived

by her siblings, Carolyn Byrd
(David) of Dothan, Alabama,
Randall Mclntosh (Kathy) of

CELEBRITY CIPHER
by Luis Campos

Each letter in the cipher stands for another.

“ZCM LCDDW EWAI

TD’O YCD WUCMD ZCM WD
cQ DEI Ggwz.” -—

ECQQRWY

TODAY'S CLUE: A Sienbs z

Celebrity Cipher cryptograms are created from quotations by famous people, past and present.
WY ECYIODZ WYG

W EMRTJTDZ WUCMD EMRBRWY YWDMVI

KETJTK OIZRCMYV

Previous Solution: “| spent a lot of time with ... the dead composers ... they
would point me in directions — to study, to be open, to think.” — Tori Amos

© 2026 by NEA, Inc., dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication 8-6

Level Plains, Alabama, and
Eloise Tyler of Coffee Springs,
Alabama; a special nephew,
Rich Merritt; and cousin, Ann
Williamson. She was preceded
in death by her father, Louie
Mclntosh; her in-laws, Dick
and Iva Lou Merritt; and her
brother-in-law, Randy Tyler.
Memorial contributions may be
made in Jan’s memory to Lake
Blackshear Baptist Church, 650
S. Coney Road, Cordele, GA
31015, or to Palmetto Hospice,
212 8th Street E., Tifton, GA
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To place an obituary announcement in the Albany Herald, go to https://legacy.memoriams.

com/network/albanyherald/obitu:

. Fill out form online and submit payment.

Albany
Classifieds
SERVICE

DIRECTORY

Home Repair/
Remodeling

ENHANCED
REMODELING
& DRYWALL

Drywall Repair Services
Popcorn Removal
Level 5 Drywall Finish
Water Damage Repair
Texture Matching

Tape & Float

Moldy Drywall Repair
Demolition

WE DO SMALL
AND BIG JOBS!

229-364-2997
Hernandez
912-432-3016

Residential-Commercial-Renovations

PAINTING
AND HOME
REPAIR

Tile work,
popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.
Just one call,
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES
229-349-5475

Miscellaneous

Mrs magic spells Supernatural
Powers remove all witchcraft
spells/All  Court cases/ love
spells big money magic spells
healing of all types call now
readings by phone available
305-897-4197

MERCHANDISE

Yard Sale

MULTI-FAMILY
YARD SALE!
Saturday, August 8
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
1157 Dawson Rd
U-Vest Building
Household items, home
decor, name brand summer
clothes and shoes, lots of
baby items, costume
jewelry, comforters
(different sizes), baby crib,
tools, glass animal display,
lots of diapers and much
more! Great deals!!

Wanted to Buy

WANTED, working or not,
boats, lawn equipment,
motorcycles, cars, etc.
229-291-8643

Call 229-888-9300
herggnﬁl to Subscribe

/7 LITTLE WORDS

represent the number of letters in each solution. Each letter
combination can be used only once, but all letter combinations
will be necessary to complete the puzzle.

Find the 7 words to match the 7 clues. The numbers in parentheses &

4. DANIEL 5. BUDAPEST 6. GUISE 7. STOMPING

CLUES SOLUTIONS £
1 sport with a “final four” (10) 8
2 votes into office (6) £
3 devotees (11) 5
4 move at full speed (8) g:
5 sit-ups target (10) 5
6 Olympic gymnast Aly (7) 2
7 dead as a dodo (7) g
©
AIL ENT ALL BAS EC
KETB HIG EX HUSI ABDO
TS Mi HT EL RAIS
NALS NCT MAN TI ASTS

Tuesday’s Answers: 1. ANGRILY 2. PHONING 3. EXHALES

8/5

/7 LITTLE WORDS

represent the number of letters in each solution. Each letter
combination can be used only once, but all letter combinations
will be necessary to complete the puzzle.

CLUES

1 making an album (9)

2 passport “impressions” (6)

3 at rest, perhaps (9)

4 answering machine successor (9)
5 stringy (7)

6 incendiary “tome” (9)

7 like “War and Peace” (7)

Find the 7 words to match the 7 clues. The numbers in parentheses &

SOLUTIONS

© 2026 Blue Ox Family Games, Inc., Dist. by Andrews McMeel

4. HIGHTAIL 5. ABDOMINALS 6. RAISMAN 7. EXTINCT

NGT REC ING BRO ARY
CEM MAT ENT LE STA
OOK MPS us ORD Fi

SED HY AIL VoI CHB

Wednesday’s Answers: 1. BASKETBALL 2. ELECTS 3. ENTHUSIASTS

8/6

Release Date: Thursday, August 6, 2026

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle

Edited by Patti Varol
ACROSS DOWN 25 Scoundrel 43 Library area
1“To __ their own” 1 Direction that 27 Word with bell 44 Powerfully cold
5 One with a plays first in or bar 45 Score units
supporting role? mahjong 28 Lines of praise 46 AAA offerings
11 Giggle syllable 2 Mont Blanc, par 30 Dealer’s handful 47 Take down a
14 Potatoes, in exemple 32 “Aw, shoot!” peg
Indian dishes 3 Place that 35 Free diver’s 49 Apatow of
15 Nutty ltalian welcomes weapon “Euphoria”
cheese change? 36 Unit of farmland 51 Copenhagen
16 Verbal fillers 4 Wild West 37 Id counterpart native
17 “l want all the costume 38 Vacation hrs. 53 Lacking pizzazz
juicy details!” accessory 39 Pack animal 54 Form W-2 digits
19 Was introduced 5 Easy mark 40 Nike rival 57 “Scram!”
to 6 Kinda sorta 42 Takes turns? 58 __canto
20 Tightens (u 7 Falsehood .
o A haaie bk 8 “Stay the Night  ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:
23 “Use your singer Jackson [s|alo[sMa|[1|[L][s|[a|No]s]3
umbrella!” 9 Like 15-Across NIFIGIE n 1 [>1s
26 “Aladdin” figure 10 Occasion to wear FEIN TTolv
27 Features of some away uniforms
old socks 11 Compassionate [S|d[d|V BINAE
29 Figure skating 12 Celebrity chef -I el d|L|V
jump that has with aflagship  [s[o[d|® v[s
only been landed restaurant in sliinlo
in competition by New Orleans
llia Malinin 13 Cosmetician Vid|S 3 1
31 Feature of some Lauder A o
old socks 18 Grassy v 1
32 Replay reviewer expanses [5) S
33 First aid pro 22 Message one a N
34 With 37-Across, may wish to open & |
place for a in private
pawdicure 24 Kicked oqt_of ®] O
35 Emoiji from one a competition, d o)
who’s down briefly 08/06/26
37 See 34-Across
40 Fitting 1 2 I3 4 6 [7 12 13
41 “Gross!”

42 Inner workings

43 Makes a clutch
putt, perhaps

46 Key mistakes?

47 Heart chambers

48 “Want to play
again?”

50 Global spirits
giant that began
as a rum maker
in Cuba

52 Oscars, e.g.

55 Pretend

56 Wildly
successful, or
what three black
squares in this
puzzle literally
are

59 _ lodge

60 Like loose laces

61 Pulitzer-winning
novelist Jennifer

62 “Exit full screen”
key

63 Get cozy

64 Cries noisily

47

50

55 56
59 60
62 63
By Mark Axel 08/06/26

©2026 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
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Registration Open for Southwest Georgia Career Expo

Staff Reports

news@albanyherald.com

ALBANY - The Southwest
Georgia Career Expo is com-
ing on Sept. 24 to the Albany
Civic Center, and organizers
are inviting both employers
and job seekers to register
now for early access. In past
years, the expo has welcomed
more than 1,000 attendees
and more than 50 participat-
ing companies from across
the region.

Job seekers can ign up to be
among the first to complete
their profile when registra-
tion opens in August. Early
birds will be able to upload
their resume, showcase their
skills and experience, and
connect directly with employ-
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ORGIA
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Special Logo

ers searching for candidates.
This is a free event and ser-
vice for applicants.

Employers may register
their organization today to
receive early access, create
theirr company profile, post
available positions, and begin
reviewing candidate profiles
before the event.

Powered by the Albany-

| "

T
g
-

Dougherty Economic De-
velopment Commission, this
initiative supports economic
growth by helping employ-

Special Photo: Albany-Dougherty EDC
Job seekers and employers alike can fill vital positions or
begin careers at the Southwest Georgia Career Expo,
scheduled at the Albany Civic Center Sept. 24

ers find qualified talent and
helping individuals discover
meaningful career opportu-
nities.

Congress Votes

By Targeted News Service

WASHINGTON —Here’s
alook at how Georgia’s mem-
bers of Congress voted over
the previous week.

The House has begun its
traditional August recess ear-
ly this year.

Along with its votes this
week, the Senate also passed
a bill (S. Res. 608) expressing
the sense of the Senate that
Ghislaine Maxwell should
not be granted a presiden-
tial pardon or any form of
clemency for her crimes with
Jeffrey Epstein relating to
the sexual exploitation and
abuse of minors.

There were no key votes in
the House this week.

SENATE VOTES:
INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITY:
The Senate has confirmed the
nomination of Walter “Jay”
Clayton to be Director of Na-
tional Intelligence. Clayton
chaired the Securities and
Exchange Commission for
most of President Trump’s
first term, then rejoined his
former law firm, Sullivan &
Cromwell, until 2025 when he
was named the U.S. Attorney

for the Southern District of
New York. The vote, on July
28, was 51 yeas to 47 nays.
NAYS: Ossoff D-GA, War-
nock D-GA
SANCTIONING RUSSIA
AND IRAN: The Senate has
passed a motion to consider
the Lindsey O. Graham Sanc-
tioning Russia Act (H.R. 5334)
sponsored by Rep. Jimmy Pa-
netta, D-Calif. The bill would
authorize imposing second-
ary tariffs on imports from
countries that import fossil
fuels from Russia, adopt a
variety of sanctions against
Russia, and extend expiring
sanctions on Iran. The vote,
on July 29, was 84 yeas to
12 nays.
NAYS: Ossoff D-GA
YEAS: Warnock D-GA
CHILD CARE FUNDING:
The Senate has rejected a mo-
tion to proceed to a bill (S.J.
Res. 199) sponsored by Sen.
Patty Murray, D-Wash., that
would have voided a Depart-
ment of Health and Human
Services rule, issued this May,
that cancelled regulations in
the agency’s child care and de-
velopment subsidies program
adopted in 2024. Murray said

Jon Ossoff

the rule ended a 7% cap on
co-payments for child care
by parents in the program,
but restoring the cap would
mean savings of as much as
$15,000 a year for a family.
The vote, on July 30, was 47
yeas to 52 nays.

YEAS: Ossoff D-GA, War-
nock D-GA

IRAN WAR: The Senate
has rejected a motion to dis-
charge from its Foreign Rela-
tions Committee a bill (S.J.
Res. 181) sponsored by Sen.
Kirsten E. Gillibrand, D-N.Y.,
that would have required the
end of combat action against
Iran in the absence of Con-
gressional authorization. Gil-
librand said Congress owed
members of the military “a
sacred obligation. We do not

Raphael Warnock

send them into harm’s way
without a clear mission, de-
fined objectives, and the sup-
port of the American people.”
The vote to discharge, on July
30, was 49 yeas to 50 nays.

YEAS: Ossoff D-GA, War-
nock D-GA

EN BLOC NOMINEES: The
Senate has passed a bill (S.
Res. 817) sponsored by Sen-
ate Majority Leader John
Thune, R-S.D., to provide
for en bloc consideration of
74 presidential nominees to
various positions, including
ambassadors to Brazil and
Norway, several judges, and
other judicial branch nomi-
nees. The vote, on July 30,
was 50 yeas to 47 nays.

NAYS: Ossoff D-GA, War-
nock D-GA

Two Georgians sentenced for trafficking fentanyl from China

Staff Reports

news@albanyherald.com

ATHENS - A Georgia in-
mate and a co-conspirator
have been sentenced to fed-
eral prison for trafficking fen-
tanyl and a synthetic designer
drug from China into the state
resulting from a Homeland
Security Task Force inves-
tigation led by FBI and the
United States Postal Inspec-
tion Service.

“The defendants took part
in an international drug traf-
ficking scheme from behind
bars, moving fentanyl and
other dangerous drugs from
China into southwest Georgia,”
U.S. Attorney Will Keyes said.
“Our office, in collaboration
with law enforcement, is ded-
icated to dismantling crimi-
nal organizations, whether
they operate from prisons
or across borders.”

— Devito Duran Young, aka
“Big” aka “Big Man,” 45, of
Macon State Prison and Mar-
ietta was sentenced to serve
327 months in prison to be
followed by eight years of
supervised release after he
previously pleaded guilty to
one count of conspiracy to
distribute fentanyl and one
count of conspiracy to distrib-
ute a controlled substance.

— Trace Davrin Works, 29,
of Mableton was sentenced to
serve 262 months in prison
to be followed by eight years
of supervised release after he
previously pleaded guilty to
one count of conspiracy to
distribute fentanyl.

The following co-conspir-
ators pleaded guilty and will
be sentenced on Aug. 6:

— Andreaus Benard Oliver
Sr., aka “Doomie Oliver,” 43,
of Cordele pleaded guilty to
one count of conspiracy to
distribute a controlled sub-
stance and faces a maximum
sentence of 30 years in prison
and a $2 million fine.

— Andreaus Benard Oliver

5

Jr., aka “Dray Oliver,” 27,
of Cordele pleaded guilty to
one count of conspiracy to
distribute a controlled sub-
stance and faces a maximum
sentence of 20 years in prison
and a $1 million fine.

Two co-conspirators were
charged by a federal indict-
ment unsealed on Aug. 7,
2025, and remain at-large:

— Xin Wang, 28, of China,
is charged with one count of
conspiracy to distribute fen-
tanyl and one count of con-
spiracy to distribute a con-
trolled substance and faces
a maximum sentence of 40
years in prison with a manda-
tory minimum of five years in
prison and a $5 million fine
for the fentanyl charge and
a maximum sentence of 20
years in prison and a $1 mil-
lion fine for the conspiracy to
distribute a controlled sub-
stance charge;

— Gao Yong, 29, of China,
is charged with one count
of conspiracy to distribute
a controlled substance and
faces a maximum sentence
of 20 years in prison and a
$1 million fine.

According to court docu-
ments and statements ref-
erenced in court, Young con-
spired to acquire and distribute
fentanyl and synthetic can-
nabinoids from China to the
United States beginning in
2023. At the time, Young was
an inmate at Macon State Pris-
on in Oglethorpe, and Oliver
was incarcerated at the Ma-
con Transitional Center lo-
cated on the p rison campus.

The shipments of the syn-
thetic cannabinoids arrived at
an address occupied by Oli-
ver on 4th Avenue in Cordele.
Wang and Yong are alleged to
have facilitated the sale and
distribution of the synthetic
controlled substances from
China to customers around
the world, including to Oli-
ver and Young.

While in prison, Young
placed multiple orders of fen-
tanyl using encrypted chat
applications he accessed us-
ing a contraband cellphone.
Young directed Works to ac-
quire the fentanyl and ship it
to customer addresses, includ-
ing addresses in the Middle
District of Georgia, and both

Special Photo
Interior of aresidence that served as an illegal drug conversion lab. This image shows papers
soaked in pans with synthetic cannabinoid liquid.

Young and Works paid for the
drugs with cryptocurrency.
After a package originating
from China was intercepted
by law enforcement, agents
executed a search warrant at
Oliver’s residence and found
more than 175 metal pans
with sheets of paper; multi-
ple jugs and bottles contain-
ing suspected cannabinoids;
several measuring beakers;
more than 350 dried sheets
of paper soaked with canna-
binoids; return address la-
bels purporting to be from
various attorneys; shipping
labels addressed to inmates
in jail and prison facilities
around the country; cash;
and ledgers indicating how
many sheets had been pro-
cessed. In addition, $170,000
in cryptocurrency was seized
and forfeited from Wang as
part of the investigation.
FBI and the United States
Postal Inspection Service in-
vestigated the case, with as-
sistance from the GBI and
Georgia Department of Correc-
tions. Assistant U.S. Attorney
Daniel Peach is prosecuting
the case for the Government.

Special Photo: Alander Rocha/Georgia recorder
According to the most recent American Lung Associa-
fion national State of the Air rankings and report card,
Atlanta ranked 42nd-worst for high ozone days.

Georgia Power breaks ground
on natural gas plant expansion
despite air pollution concerns

By Alander Rocha

Georgia Recorder

EUHARLEE — A ma-
jor natural gas expansion
at Georgia Power’s Plant
Bowen will hurt air qual-
ity in the Atlanta region,
which is already struggling
with ozone pollution, ac-
cording to environmental
groups challenging a state
air permit for the project.

The Georgia Environ-
mental Protection Division
in January issued a permit
authorizing Georgia Pow-
er to build new turbines
that will be powered by
natural gas, a fossil fuel
that is mostly methane, at
the Bartow County power
plant, which can currently
produce about 3,500 mega-
watts of coal-fired power.

The utility backtracked
on plans to retire the coal-
fired units by 2028, saying
it would need those units to
help meet growing demand
from data centers. The ex-
pansion, which is part of
nearly 10,000 megawatts
of new electric generating
capacity approved by the
Public Service Commis-
sion in December, largely
to power data centers, will
add about 1,500 megawatts
of natural gas-fired capac-
ity and 500 megawatts of
battery energy storage.

During a groundbreak-
ing event, state and federal
officials called the expan-
sion a step toward energy
reliability and a stronger
economy.

“We need this addition-
al generation for Georgia.
Georgia is growing. It’s
an exciting time to be in
Georgia,” Georgia Pow-
er President Kim Greene
said. “Many of you may
have seen just last week
an announcement out-
side of Savannah, where
a customer is coming and
needs almost as much gen-
eration as is produced at
this plant.”

The project is being
supported by a $26.5 bil-
lion federal loan South-
ern Company received to
prop up projects in Geor-
gia and Alabama that will
eventually add more than
16,000 megawatts of elec-
tric power capacity. The
loan, which is the largest
in the Department of En-
ergy’s history, also will al-
low Georgia Power to build
nearly as much natural
gas generation at Coweta
County’s Yates Power Plant
as at Bowen, but James
Danly, deputy secretary
of the U.S. Department
of Energy, said that the
increased demand for en-
ergy is a sign of a growing
economy, and that growth
“is not a problem.”

“That is in fact great
news,” Danly said. “The
more demand you have,

that means the more driv-
ing your economy. Every
time you need more elec-
tricity, it’s because people
are doing things that are
valuable and worthwhile
with that electricity.”

The buildout faces legal
pushback. The Southern
Environmental Law Center,
on behalf of Sierra Club, is
challenging the Environ-
mental Protection Divi-
sion’s approval of the air
permit and claimed in a
court filing that the great-
er Atlanta area is violat-
ing air quality standards
again, just four years after
it was cleared from federal
monitoring to bring down
ozone levels. The increase
in ozone levels would have
triggered its contingency
plans for the seven coun-
ties in the Atlanta area that
were subject to the regu-
lations.

After a state administra-
tive judge ruled in favor of
Georgia Power, saying that
despite pollution levels
increasing again, the util-
ity company followed the
correct permitting process
after the clearance from
stricter regulation in 2022,
SELC and Sierra Club ap-
pealed the decision to the
Superior Court of Fulton
County.

“[The Environmental
Protection Division] has
failed in its obligations to
protect Atlantans, to pro-
tect Georgians, from bad air
quality,” Marissa Land, a
lawyer with the SELC, said
in a phone interview. “They
are not applying the most
stringent requirements to
plant Bowen, even though
the Atlanta area is current-
ly experiencing unhealthy
levels of ozone.”

Sara Lips, a spokesper-
son for EPD, did not re-
turn multiple requests for
comment.

According to the most
recent American Lung As-
sociation State of the Air
rankings and report card,
Atlanta ranked 42nd-worst
for high ozone days — or
days with high levels of
ozone near the ground — out
of 226 metropolitan areas,
with Fulton, DeKalb and
Henry counties all receiving
an F grade, and Gwinnett
and Douglas counties re-
ceiving a D grade for high
ozone days.

That type of pollution,
said Sierra Club Georgia
chapter director Adrien
Webber, a plaintiff in the
lawsuit, will only exacer-
bate current health issues,
like asthma, that impact
vulnerable populations
like children and the el-
derly, and with the recent
wildfires and growth of
data center construction,
people are paying more
attention to how pollution
affects their health.



