
 ALBANYHERALD.COM ♦ TUESDAY, AUGUST 18, 2026 ♦ 11A

Staff Photo: Kathryn Crockett
The Dawson City Council met at City Hall Thursday to consider a proposed fire service as-
sessment, wastewater infrastructure spending and other city business.

Dawson City Council 
addresses budget, fire fee, 

wastewater spending

DAWSON — Dawson will 
enter its new fiscal year with-
out an adopted budget as city 
officials work toward a Sep-
tember public hearing, while 
residents could also face a new 
monthly charge to help fund 
the fire department.

The Dawson City Council on 
Thursday approved temporary 
spending authority beyond the 
Aug. 31 end of the current fiscal 
year and discussed a proposed 
fire service assessment on ap-
proximately 1,800 utility cus-
tomers inside the city limits.

Council also approved more 
than $140,000 in wastewater 
treatment plant equipment and 
project work, restarted the po-
lice department’s K-9 program 
and heard from a local business 
owner disputing thousands of 
dollars in utility charges stem-
ming from a water meter the 
city acknowledged had not 
been properly read.

The council discussed creating 
a fire service district and im-
posing a special assessment on 
utility customers inside the city 
limits to help fund the Dawson 
Fire Department. City admin-
istration initially proposed a 
charge of $10 to $15 per month. 
Officials said the department’s 
annual budget is slightly more 
than $1 million and that ap-
proximately 1,800 utility cus-
tomers would be subject to the 
assessment.

At $10 per month, the charge 
would generate approximately 
$216,000 annually. At $15, it 
would generate about $324,000.

Council members leaned to-
ward a lower amount during 
the discussion, with $8 per 
month emerging as the pre-
ferred starting point. Officials 
said the money would be main-
tained separately and used spe-
cifically for fire services. No fi-
nal assessment was approved 
Thursday. City officials told 
the council the amount could 
be discussed this month and 
brought back for a vote next 
month.

Dawson’s fiscal year begins 
Sept. 1, but city officials said 
the 2026-27 budget will not be 
adopted before the fiscal year 
begins. The council approved 
Ordinance 2026-12, allowing 
city expenditures to continue 
beyond the Aug. 31 end of the 
current fiscal year while offi-
cials complete the new budget.

The meeting agenda specifi-
cally described the ordinance as 
temporary spending authority, 
allowing continued city opera-
tions if the Fiscal 2027 budget 
was not adopted by Aug. 31.

A proposed budget was pre-
sented in connection with Or-
dinance 2026-13 but was not 
adopted Thursday. The coun-
cil instead scheduled a public 
hearing for Sept. 17 at 5:30 
p.m., with the budget expected 
to return for adoption after the 
hearing. Residents who want to 
review the proposed spending 
plan before the hearing should 
request a copy from the city if 
it is not otherwise made pub-

licly available.
Council approved a series of 

expenditures associated with 
Dawson’s wastewater treatment 
system, including replacement 
pumps and additional work 
on the larger treatment plant 
project.

A $16,416.60 sludge pump was 
approved to replace equipment 
that officials said is no longer 
functioning properly. Coun-
cil also approved a $15,000 
bypass pump associated with 
the Tyson Foods wastewater 
system. Both pump purchas-
es are to be funded through 
SPLOST revenue.

Council additionally approved 
a $109,886 change order for 
two additional aerators and 
a new control panel, funded 
through the wastewater proj-
ect’s supplemental work al-
lowance. Together, the three 
items total $141,302.60.

Officials said much of the 
equipment at the treatment 
plant is aging and either needs 
replacement or significant work.

The city also reported prog-
ress on the broader wastewa-
ter project. Rebuilt clarifiers 
are back online, while recon-
struction of the influent pump 
station is approximately one-
third complete.

Local resident and business 
owner Robert Albritton appeared 
before the council to dispute a 
utility bill that had climbed to 
roughly $6,000 after the city 
discovered his property still had 
an older water meter that was 
not being read electronically. 
City staff acknowledged the 
meter had not been replaced 
when other meters in the sys-
tem were upgraded. Because 
the old meter was not being 
captured by the city’s electronic 
reading system, Albritton had 
continued receiving minimum 
water charges even as he con-
tinued paying the utility bills 
sent to him.

The city’s meeting agenda 
identifies Albritton’s utility bill 
as one of two scheduled pub-
lic comments Thursday. City 
staff said they reviewed his his-
torical usage and calculated a 
$4,335.33 credit, which would 
leave a balance of $1,720.61, 
including other utility charges.

Albritton disputed the re-
maining amount, repeatedly 
emphasizing that he had paid 
the bills presented to him and 
questioning why his meter had 
not been replaced when others 
across the city were upgraded. 
City officials acknowledged the 
failure to identify the old meter 
was an error on the city’s part. 
Albritton was directed to meet 
again with city staff to review 
his individual bills, payments 
and the calculations used to 
determine the proposed credit.

The council approved an agree-
ment to restart the Dawson Po-
lice Department’s K-9 program. 
Police officials said grants and 
other outside assistance are 
covering much of the startup 
expense, including the dog, 
training, food and veterinary 
care, leaving the city primar-
ily responsible for the assigned 

officer and certain equipment.
The five-year canine-officer 

service agreement addresses 
compensation, city-paid care 
and equipment, and assignment 
requirements. Police officials 
told council the officer select-
ed for the program intends to 
move his family into the area 
and described the longer-term 
agreement as a way to protect 
the city’s investment in the 
program.

Council also approved an 
amendment to the city’s retire-
ment plan intended to reconcile 
the plan with terms contained 
in a previous city manager’s 
employment contract. Officials 
explained that the employment 
agreement provided for im-
mediate vesting in the city’s 
retirement plan, while the re-
tirement plan itself required a 
one-year waiting period.

The amendment was present-
ed as necessary to correct that 
conflict and honor the terms of 
the employment agreement.

Council moved forward with 
Ordinance 2026-11, adopting 
Chapter 8 of the Dawson city 
code governing finance and 
taxation. The provisions cov-
er more than general budget-
ing and taxation and include 
rules involving hotel-motel 
taxes, purchasing cards and 
blighted property.

City officials also discussed 
the long-running effort to com-
plete Dawson’s new website. 
The city has already paid ap-
proximately $6,000 for devel-
opment, and staff said the site 
is about 95% complete. The re-
maining issue involves control 
of the city’s domain and the 
fact that its email accounts and 
new website would otherwise 
be hosted on separate servers.

Officials said maintaining the 
arrangement could leave the 
city paying two companies for 
hosting services. Staff recom-
mended obtaining the rights to 
the website the city has already 
paid for and moving it to the 
server that currently hosts the 
city’s email accounts. The pro-
posed change also would reduce 
monthly website maintenance 
costs from $150 to $99.

Council also considered a con-
ditional-use request involving 
property at 1051 Flint Street NE. 
The matter was scheduled for 
a public hearing and involved 
replacing an older manufac-
tured home with a newer one. 
The address is confirmed in the 
council’s meeting materials.

The Dawson City Council’s 
next regular meeting is sched-
uled for Sept. 10.

The public hearing on the 
proposed 2026-27 city bud-
get is provisionally scheduled 
for Sept. 17 at 5:30 p.m. The 
hearing will give residents an 
opportunity to weigh in be-
fore the council considers final 
adoption of the spending plan.

The proposed fire service as-
sessment also is expected to 
return to the council for fur-
ther consideration, potentially 
adding a new recurring charge 
to utility bills for customers 
within Dawson’s city limits.

By Kathryn Crockett
kathryn@albanyherald.com
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ACROSS
1 Ed of “Lou Grant”
6 Flower holder

10 Baseball officials
14 Stir up
15 Bar mitzvah 

dance
16 Bean fermented 

to make miso
17 *Be a little nosy
19 __ a living
20 Yale student
21 Song for two
22 Apple Music 

predecessor
24 Whys and 

wherefores
26 Invitation letters
27 Toward the stern
28 Store
29 Acai bowl grain
32 *Music, dance, 

drama, and the 
like

36 Penne __ vodka
37 + or - atomic 

particle
38 Self-referential
39 *Squeeze-box 

instrument with a 
keyboard

44 “__-Hur”
45 Move like a 

spooked horse, 
maybe

46 McKellen of 
“X-Men”

47 Alien-hunting 
subj.

48 Royalties, e.g.
52 Deli order
55 Ultrasoft mineral
56 More, on a music 

score
57 “Growing Pains” 

actor Thicke
58 *Public relations 

manager
61 Suppressed, with 

“up”
62 Toward sunrise
63 Ore finder
64 On a trawler, say
65 Gains after taxes
66 Bamboo-loving 

bear, or, when 
parsed in three 
parts, a feature 
of the answers to 
the starred clues

DOWN
1 According to
2 Took without 

asking
3 Big name in brick 

phones

4 __ out a living
5 List, as names 

during roll call
6 Footwear
7 Sell aggressively
8 Directional suffix
9 Wisconsin’s 

capital
10 Drain completely
11 Kvetch
12 Funeral pile
13 Comic __: 

informal typeface
18 Reach a cost of
23 Rating for many 

shows aired at 
8 p.m.

25 Plastic wrap 
brand

26 Big horned 
animal

28 Recommended 
garment when 
using glitter glue

29 Double Stuf 
cookie

30 Env. directive
31 Bag-screening 

org.
32 Part of a 

glissade, in  
ballet

33 Dynamism
34 Christina 

who played 
Wednesday 

Addams and 
appeared on 
“Wednesday”

35 __ acid
36 PD alert
40 Listen to
41 Signature 

replicator
42 Iranian currency
43 Summer 

childcare option
47 Christmas cookie 

receiver
48 Histories

49 Philly Ivy League 
sch.

50 Like a fork
51 “Kama __”
52 West Coast wine 

region
53 Fútbol cheers
54 Locks on a 

mustang
55 Exam
59 “Insecure” star 

Issa
60 Supermodel 

Carangi

Albany 
Classifieds
SERVICE 

DIRECTORY
Home Repair/
Remodeling

   ENHANCED
REMODELING 
& DRYWALL

 Drywall Repair Services
 Popcorn Removal
 Level 5 Drywall Finish
 Water Damage Repair
 Texture Matching
 Tape & Float
 Moldy Drywall Repair
 Demolition

WE DO SMALL 
AND BIG JOBS!

229-364-2997
Hernandez

912-432-3016
Residential-Commercial-Renovations

PAINTING 
AND HOME

REPAIR
Tile work, 

popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.

Just one call, 
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES

 229-349-5475

MERCHANDISE

Wanted to Buy
WANTED, working or not,
boats, lawn equipment,
motorcycles, cars, etc.
229-291-8643

Albany Legals

Calhoun Co. Legals
SOUTHWEST GEORGIA
REGIONAL COMMISSION
(SWGA RC) proposes to apply for
a grant from USDA Rural Housing
Service for the Section 533
Housing Preservation Grant of up
to $300,000.00 to provide home
rehabilitation services for elderly,
handicapped and those with
disabilities that are low-income
homeowners in the following
counties & cities: Baker, Newton,
Calhoun, Arlington, Edison, Leary,
Morgan, Berlin, Doerun, Ellenton,
Funston, Norman Park,
Attapulgus, Brinson, Climax,
Blakely, Damascus, Jakin,
Whigham, Leesburg, Smithville,
Miller, Colquitt GA, Baconton,
Camilla, Pelham, Sale City,
Seminole, Donalsonville, Iron
City, Terrell, Bronwood, Dawson,
Parrott, Sasser, Boston, Coolidge,
Meigs, Ochlocknee, Poulan,
Sumner, Sylvester, Warwick and
Cordele.
A statement of activities is
available for review and comment
at the central office at 181 East
Broad Street, Camilla, Georgia
31730. The deadline for public
comment is September 4, 2026.

Find Your Perfect

Pet Match
The Pet Classifieds

In Print & Online 
New listings daily! 
Breeders | Rescue Adoptions

Adoption Fairs
Pet Merchandise 
Pet Care Services

To advertise or subscribe, 
call 229.888.9300.
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