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Albany State University 
hosts President’s Speaking 

Series with nationally 
recognized entrepreneur

ALBANY -- Albany State 
University will host the sec-
ond installment of its 2026 
President’s Speaking Series on 
Thursday, featuring nation-
ally recognized entrepreneur 
and community leader Dev-
on M. Henry, CEO of Team 
Henry Enterprises and TH 
Logistics.

The event, focused on busi-
ness and entrepreneurial suc-
cess, will begin at 6 p.m. in 
the Billy C. Black Auditorium 
on ASU’s East Campus and 
is open to the public.

The President’s Speaking 
Series brings accomplished 
leaders and influential voices 
to Albany State to engage stu-
dents and the broader com-
munity in conversations that 
connect leadership, profes-
sional development, and re-
al-world experiences.

Henry is a nationally recog-
nized entrepreneur, commu-
nity leader, and accomplished 
orator based in Richmond, 
Va. With more than 20 years 
of business leadership expe-
rience, he is the founder and 
CEO of Team Henry Enter-
prises, an award-winning con-
tracting firm, and TH Logis-
tics, a global packaging and 
supply-chain company.

Henry gained national recog-
nition for overseeing the safe 
removal and relocation of more 
than two dozen 19th-century 
bronze statues throughout the 
southeastern United States. 
His work has demonstrated 
how entrepreneurship can 
intersect with community 
development, social impact 
and inclusive communities.

A graduate of Norfolk State 
University, Henry has re-

ceived numerous honors for 
his business and humanitar-
ian leadership. In 2025, Nor-
folk State University named 
its iconic communications 
tower the Devon M. Henry 
Communications Tower and 
later awarded him an Hon-
orary Doctorate of Humane 
Letters. He also established 
an endowment that has sup-
ported more than 50 Team 
Henry Scholars.

Through his business ven-
tures, philanthropy, and pub-
lic service, Henry continues 

to demonstrate how purpose-
ful leadership and entrepre-
neurship can create lasting 
economic and community 
impact.

The President’s Speaking 
Series serves as a platform for 
meaningful dialogue, leader-
ship development, and career 
preparation, reinforcing Albany 
State University’s dedication 
to student success, community 
engagement, and preparing 

graduates to lead and create 
impact in an evolving world, 
university officials said.

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com
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Joel Stephen “Steve” 
Brown

Mr. Joel Stephen “Steve” 
Brown, 74, of Leesburg, 
peacefully passed away on 
Saturday, August 1, 2026, at 
Willson Hospice House in 
Albany. A memorial service 
honoring Steve’s life will be 

held at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, 
August 29, 2026, in the 
chapel of Joseph W. Jones 
Funeral Home. The family will 
visit with friends, one hour 
prior to the service, beginning 
at 1:00 p.m. 

Born January 11, 1952, 
in Atlanta, GA, he was the 
son of the late Joel Stokes 
Brown and Eleanor Dunn 
Brown. Steve spent many 
dedicated years working for 
Stewart’s Organ & Piano 
Company in Albany, GA, 
where he was known for his 
strong work ethic and friendly 
nature. He also spent several 
years at the state of Georgia 
working for the Georgia 

Archives. Outside of work, 
he found joy in life’s simple 
treasures. He had a passion 
for antiquing and loved 
buying and selling on eBay, 
always on the lookout for a 
unique find. Yard sales were 
one of his favorite pastimes, 
and he especially enjoyed 
traveling to community sales 
across the state, including 
the annual Peaches to the 
Beaches Yard Sale. An avid 
golf fan, Steve enjoyed 
watching tournaments on 
television, and he could 
often be found relaxing at his 
computer playing his favorite 
card game, Spider Solitaire.

Steve will be remembered 
for his kind and generous 
heart, his warm smile, and 
his gentle spirit. A natural 
peacemaker, he always 
sought to bring happiness 
to those around him. His 
infectious laugh, playful 
sense of humor, and ability 
to make others smile left 
a lasting impression on 
everyone fortunate enough to 
know him.

Above all, Steve treasured 
the time he shared with his 
life partner, Michael. Together 
they built a life filled with 
love, laughter, and countless 
cherished memories. 
Steve’s legacy of kindness, 
compassion, and joy will live 
on in the hearts of all who 
knew and loved him.

He will be deeply missed 
and lovingly remembered. 
Along with his parents, he 
was preceded in death by his 
beloved fur baby, Scooter. 
Those left to cherish his 
memory include his life 
partner, Michael Grimsely of 
Albany; and a host of friends 
that loved him deeply.

Mr. Joel Stephen “Steve” 
Brown, 74, of Leesburg, 
peacefully passed away on 
Saturday, August 1, 2026, 
at Willson Hospice House in 
Albany. A memorial service 
honoring Steve’s life will be 
held at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, 
August 29, 2026, in the chapel 
of Joseph W. Jones Funeral 
Home. The family will visit 
with friends, one hour prior to 
the service, beginning at 1:00 
p.m. Born January 11, 1952, in 
Atlanta, GA, he was the son of 
the late Joel Stokes Brown and 
Eleanor Dunn Brown. Steve 
spent many dedicated years 
working for Stewart’s Organ & 
Piano Company in Albany, GA, 
where he was known for his 
strong work ethic and friendly 
nature. He also spent several 
years at the state of Geor-
gia working for the Georgia 
Archives. Outside of work, 
he found joy in life’s simple 
treasures. He had a passion for 
antiquing and loved buying and 
selling on eBay, always on the 
lookout for a unique find. Yard 
sales were one of his favorite 
pastimes, and he especially 
enjoyed traveling to community 
sales across the state, includ-
ing the annual Peaches to the 
Beaches Yard Sale. An avid 
golf fan, Steve enjoyed watch-
ing tournaments on television, 
and he could often be found 
relaxing at his computer playing 
his favorite card game, Spider 
Solitaire.

Steve will be remembered 
for his kind and generous heart, 
his warm smile, and his gentle 
spirit. A natural peacemaker, 
he always sought to bring 
happiness to those around him. 
His infectious laugh, playful 
sense of humor, and ability to 
make others smile left a lasting 
impression on everyone fortu-
nate enough to know him.

Above all, Steve treasured 
the time he shared with his 
life partner, Michael. Together 
they built a life filled with love, 
laughter, and countless cher-
ished memories. Steve’s legacy 
of kindness, compassion, and 
joy will live on in the hearts of 
all who knew and loved him. 
He will be deeply missed and 
lovingly remembered. Along 
with his parents, he was pre-
ceded in death by his beloved 
fur baby, Scooter. Those left to 
cherish his memory include his 
life partner, Michael Grimsely 
of Albany; and a host of friends 
that loved him deeply.

Joel Stephen “Steve” 
Brown

Special Illustration: ASU
Albany State University will host the second installment of its 
2026 President’s Speaking Series on Thursday, featuring na-
tionally recognized entrepreneur and community leader 
Devon M. Henry.
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ACROSS
1 Cherry centers
5 Eco-friendly 

commuting 
option

9 Big blowout
14 2026’s “The 

Odyssey,” for one
15 Workplace 

inspection org.
16 Pry bar, e.g.
17 *Broad-brimmed 

topper made of 
straw

19 New Zealand 
native

20 Olympic swimmer 
Torres

21 Mauna __: 
Hawaiian volcano 
slightly taller than 
Mauna Loa

23 Soapy tub gunk
24 *Dry-cured meats 

from Smithfield
28 Bartending tool
30 Chatted privately 

online, for short
31 Greek god of war
32 Owlet’s home
35 Smells
38 Steeped 

beverage
39 *Seattle NFL 

player
41 French “yes”
42 Coffeehouse 

flavor
44 Use a keyboard
45 Torso bones
46 Will beneficiary
48 Art studio stands
50 *Joe Biden’s vice 

president
54 Grew older
55 Grumpy pal
56 Respiratory 

organ
59 Lost color
61 Puzzle solver’s 

breakthrough, or 
what the answers 
to the starred 
clues have in 
common

65 Maker of soccer 
and rugby gear

66 Part in a film
67 Big birds of 

Australia
68 Fluff, as hair
69 Raggedy Ann, 

e.g.
70 Nothing to write 

home about

DOWN
1 __ talk: 

motivational chat
2 Apple tablet 

since 2010
3 Writer/actress Fey
4 Woolen wraps
5 Feathery wrap
6 Sorta
7 Tan kin
8 Gobbled up
9 Racial justice 

movement letters
10 Like a dog who’s 

ready for a walk
11 Healthy fat with a 

high smoke point
12 Skin care product
13 Cuts back a bit
18 Major water pipe
22 Provide support
25 Russo of “Major 

League”
26 “Awesome!”
27 Totally wild
28 Creme-filled 

sandwich
29 French dessert 

with fruit and ice 
cream

31 Drive-thru device
33 Timid
34 Slender candle
36 Massages
37 Bro kin

39 Catamaran 
feature

40 __ and tear
43 Web page 

banners
45 Job applicants’ 

submissions
47 “Awesome!”
49 Rural storage 

tower
50 Broken beyond 

repair
51 Athlete’s best 

effort

52 Accumulate 
excessively

53 “Bless you” 
preceder

57 Reef-dwelling 
Pixar character

58 African  
antelopes

60 Female deer
62 __-purpose flour
63 Blanc who voiced 

Bugs
64 Chinese menu 

general

Albany 
Classifieds
SERVICE 

DIRECTORY
Home Repair/
Remodeling

   ENHANCED
REMODELING 
& DRYWALL

 Drywall Repair Services
 Popcorn Removal
 Level 5 Drywall Finish
 Water Damage Repair
 Texture Matching
 Tape & Float
 Moldy Drywall Repair
 Demolition

WE DO SMALL 
AND BIG JOBS!

229-364-2997
Hernandez

912-432-3016
Residential-Commercial-Renovations

PAINTING 
AND HOME

REPAIR
Tile work, 

popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.

Just one call, 
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES

 229-349-5475
PETS/LIVE-

STOCK
Dogs

Free: 4 yr old male Akita. Neutered.
Papers & Records available. Looking
for a good home. 229-894-0812.
Text or Call.

Find Your Perfect

Pet Match
The Pet Classifieds

In Print & Online 
New listings daily! 
Breeders | Rescue Adoptions

Adoption Fairs
Pet Merchandise 
Pet Care Services

To advertise or subscribe, 
call 229.888.9300.
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