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State Farm to Food Bank 
program awards $825,000 

to regional food banks

ATLANTA – Georgia Ag-
riculture Commissioner Tyler 
Harper has announced that 
the Georgia Farm to Food 
Bank Program, a partner-
ship between the Georgia 
Department of Agriculture, 
Georgia Grown, and Feed-
ing Georgia, has awarded 
$825,000 to eight regional 
food banks across the state.

The funding will help food 
banks provide fresh produce 
and protein to more than 
430,000 Georgians facing 
food insecurity.

Through the initiative, food 
is purchased from Georgia 
farmers and businesses and 
distributed to Georgians in 
need through the Georgia 
Food Bank Network. Each 
year, the effort provides more 
than 14 million pounds of 
food to Georgians and is 
supported by an annual ap-
propriation from the Geor-
gia General Assembly.

 “Farmers and producers 
play a critical role in the fight 
against hunger and food 
insecurity in Georgia, and 
the Georgia Farm to Food 
Bank program is a perfect 
example of how,” Harper 
said. “Each year, Farm to 
Food Bank provides over 
14 million pounds of fresh 
produce to Georgians in 
need by purchasing farm-
ers’ excess or unmarket-
able produce, and we are 

extremely proud to partner 
with feeding Georgia to sup-
port our farm families and 
Georgians in need.”

 This year’s Farm to Food 
Bank awards include:

Atlanta Community Food 
Bank – $125,000

Golden Harvest Food Bank 
(Augusta) – $100,000

Feeding the Valley Food 
Bank (Columbus) – $100,000

Second Harvest of South 
Georgia (Valdosta)  – 
$100,000

America’s Second Harvest 
of Coastal Georgia (Savan-
nah) – $100,000

Middle Georgia Commu-
nity Food Bank (Macon) – 
$100,000

Food Bank of Northeast 
Georgia (Athens) – $100,000

Chattanooga Area Food 
Bank (serving Northwest 
Georgia) – $100,000

For more information about 
the Farm to Food Bank pro-
gram, visit Feeding Geor-
gia’s website.
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Mrs. Marilyn Siprell Dye 
Smith

Marilyn Siprell Dye Smith, 
age 91, long term resident of 
Whitehall Lane, Albany, GA 
and current resident of Tal-
lahassee, FL died peacefully 
August 25, 2026.

Mrs. Smith was born Sep-
tember 6, 1934 in West Elkton, 
OH and moved to Apalachicola, 
FL when she was 12 years old. 
She graduated high school in 
1952. She enjoyed traveling the 
world as an Air Force wife and 
ensured her family actively 
participated in the culture of 
each community. She settled in 
Albany in 1971 and subse-
quently retired from U.S. Civil 
Service employment at the 
Albany Marine Corps Logistics 
Base. Mrs. Smith took great 
pleasure in her retirement and 
stayed busy with gardening, 
cooking, reading and volun-
teering. She was an active 
member of the National 
Association of Retired Federal 
Employees (NARFE) holding 
various offices, the Golden Key 
Club and served numerous 
years as a volunteer at Phoebe 
Putney Hospital. She also 
found time to be a volunteer 
box office worker at Theater 
Albany. She devoted many 
hours to Morningside Methodist 
Church and her Anchor Sunday 
School class.

Mrs. Smith is survived by her 
children Donna J. Dye (Gary 
B. Sharpe) of Tallahassee, FL, 
Rhonda Dye McDougall (Martin 
Van Moss) of Greenville, SC, 
Kevin H. Dye (Sheila), nine 
grandchildren and nineteen 
great grandchildren. She is 
also survived by sister Shirley 
Brown of Bristol, FL.
    Mrs. Smith is preceded 
in death by her husbands, 
Thomas H. Dye and Alphaeus 
C. Smith, her long time com-
panion, Lester B. Watson and 
her son Roy O. Dye and his 
wife Lori. She is also preceded 
in death by her parents, 
Howard O. and Nona Divine 
Siprell, sisters Marjorie Siprell 
Reed, Doris Siprell Lucas and 
brothers Kenneth R. Siprell, 
Gerald (Buck) Siprell, Robert 
(Bobby) Siprell and Howard L. 
Siprell as well as a grandson, 
Thomas R. Dye.
    Whether she was called 
Mother, Mom, Granny, Marilyn 
or Mrs. Smith, she will be 
missed by all who knew and 
loved her. Memories of her 
generosity, good cooking, 
laughter and volunteering will 
be remembered by family, 
friends and her church commu-
nity.
    The funeral will be held 
Saturday, September 5, 2026 
12:00PM at Kimbrell Stern 
Funeral Home, 1503 Dawson 
Rd, Albany, GA with interment 
to follow at Crown Hill Cem-
etery. Morningside Methodist 
Church pastor Jan Masters will 
officiate.
    The family will receive 
friends at Kimbrell Stern 
11:00AM to 12:00PM  prior to 
the funeral services. In lieu of 
flowers, memorial contributions 
may be made to Morningside 
Methodist Church or the 
American Cancer Society.

Georgia Ag Commissioner 
Tyler Harper

Ocilla Pediatrics to become 
Southwell Pediatrics, 
move to new location

TIFTON -- Ocilla Pedi-
atrics now has a new name 
and location. The practice 
will now be known as South-
well Pediatrics and will be 
located at 501 N. Irwin Ave. 
in Ocilla.

The practice was previ-
ously located at 813 N. Irwin 

Ave. under the name Ocilla 
Pediatrics.

Patients and families will 
get the same care for chil-
dren from Dr. Casey Con-
ner and nurse practitioner 
Cady Bowen, Southwell of-
ficials said.

For questions or to make 
an appointment, interested 
persons should call (229) 
468-7323.
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Special Illustration: Southwell
Ocilla Pediatrics has a new name and location: Southwell 
Pediatric, located at 501 N. Irwin Ave. in Ocilla.

Did you know?
According to UT MD An-

derson, alcohol increases 
a person’s risk for seven 
types of cancer, including 
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ACROSS
1 “Furthermore ... ”
5 Moral 

transgressions
9 Picnic race bag

13 + or - particles
14 Need ibuprofen, 

say
15 Stash
16 Major multistate 

lottery
18 Salsa ingredient
19 Music genre with 

Jamaican roots
20 Japanese 

currency
21 Began gradually
23 Opening bid
26 __ Allen furniture
28 Dog’s warning 

sound
29 Animation frame
30 Sharp-witted
31 Short time?
32 Break a fast
34 Final part of a 

chess match
36 Florida home 

of the Harry S. 
Truman Little 
White House

40 Buckeyes’ sch.
41 Way cool
42 __ vera
43 Six-pack muscles
46 “Jurassic World” 

actor Chris
48 Demon
49 Cool way to keep 

food fresh?
52 Let go
53 Meh, slangily
54 Viper in 43-Down
57 Volunteer’s 

phrase
58 Slam dunk’s 

value, or what 
16-, 23-, 34-, 36-, 
and 49-Across 
have

61 Long for
62 Door fastener
63 Important cards 

in solitaire
64 Santa __: hot 

California winds
65 “Furthermore ... ”
66 Small 

salamander

DOWN
1 Domino spots
2 “Check this out”
3 Like dirty dishes
4 NNW opposite
5 Curved fencing 

sword

6 “Down in front!”
7 Anaheim Ducks’ 

org.
8 Gomez of “Only 

Murders in the 
Building”

9 More rational
10 Not basic, in 

chemistry
11 Beef grade below 

prime
12 Animal shelter 

shelter
15 Dress up at a fan 

convention
17 Olympic 

swimmer Lochte
22 “I was thinking 

the same thing”
24 Dramatic 

ballroom dance
25 LLC alternative
26 __ out a win
27 Square root of 

100
31 Blue cartoon 

characters
33 Creator of Finn 

and Sawyer
35 Parking lot 

surface
36 Supermodel who 

is a contributing 
editor for British 
Vogue

37 Refinement

38 Anderson 
Cooper, to Gloria 
Vanderbilt

39 Apple TV’s “__ 
Lasso”

41 GPS suggestion
43 Continent 

with the most 
countries

44 Tried to cool 
down, as hot 
soup

45 DNA sample 
source

47 Soul legend 
Franklin

48 Classic dog 
name

50 1990s tennis star 
Monica

51 Zilch
55 Hearty meal
56 Quiet “Hey!”
59 “The __-Mart 

Effect”: 2006 
economics book

60 Bond novelist 
Fleming
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DIRECTORY
Home Repair/
Remodeling

   ENHANCED
REMODELING 
& DRYWALL

 Drywall Repair Services
 Popcorn Removal
 Level 5 Drywall Finish
 Water Damage Repair
 Texture Matching
 Tape & Float
 Moldy Drywall Repair
 Demolition

WE DO SMALL 
AND BIG JOBS!

229-364-2997
Hernandez

912-432-3016
Residential-Commercial-Renovations

PAINTING 
AND HOME

REPAIR
Tile work, 

popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.

Just one call, 
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES

 229-349-5475

JOBS

Part-Time
What you’ll do as a

caregiver for my MOTHER
Foster relationships with
HER through companion-
ship and compassionate
caregiving. Assist with light
meal preparation & perform
light housekeeping duties.
Provide personal care ser-
vices, including assistance
with grooming, Transport-
ation to appointments,
Medication reminders and
managing incontinence.
The Job is 5 hours/day, 5
days a week & the pay is
$35 per hour.  You can
email me via
lawrenceejob@gmail.com
for more info.

VEHICLES

Campers/RVs
For Sale: 2019 Freedom Elite. Type
23H. Mileage 3,726.08. Call or text
229-894-2626
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breast cancer. An advisory 
report from the U.S. Surgeon 
General indicated that drink-
ing alcohol increases breast 
cancer risk more than any 
other cancer in women. In 
fact, more than 16 percent 
of the 270,000 breast cancer 
cases in women in 2019 were 
linked to alcohol consump-
tion. Alcohol contains etha-
nol, which the body breaks 
down into a cancer-causing 
substance known as acetal-
dehyde. Acetaldehyde causes 
DNA damage, which also can 
occur due to oxidative stress 
caused by alcohol. Alcohol 
also can alter levels of es-
trogen and other hormones 
associated with breast can-
cer. While millions of wom-
en consume alcohol without 
ever developing breast cancer, 
those at elevated risk for the 
disease may want to avoid it. 
Even women considered at 
average risk for breast cancer 
should limit their consump-
tion if they choose to drink.


