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Staying connected with Terrell 
County news is now easier than 
ever as The Dawson News expands 
its digital presence through The Al-
bany Herald's online platform and 
launches a dedicated Dawson News 
Facebook page.

Residents can now find Dawson 
News coverage alongside regional 
reporting on The Albany Herald's 
website while also following break-
ing news, community events and 
feature stories through the Dawson 
News Facebook page.

The expanded digital presence is 
designed to make local journalism 
more accessible whether readers 
prefer to read stories on a comput-
er, smartphone or through social 

media.
The launch reflects changing 

news consumption habits across 
the country. According to the Pew 
Research Center, nearly seven in 
10 readers who access their local 
newspaper now do so primarily 
through digital platforms, while 
more than half of U.S. adults say 
they get news from social media at 
least sometimes. At the same time, 
most Americans continue to say lo-
cal news organizations are import-
ant to the health of their communi-
ties.

For Terrell County residents, the 
expanded online presence provides 
easier access to coverage of local 
government, schools, economic 

The Dawson News grows digital presence 
with Albany Herald website, Facebook page

The Dawson News has expanded its digital presence 
with a dedicated Facebook page and online coverage 
through the Albany Herald's website, giving Terrell 
County residents new ways to stay connected with 
local news, community events and public affairs
/KATHRYN CROCKETT

Riley and Jessie Davis, joined by family, community members and Terrell County Chamber of Commerce representatives, 
celebrate the ribbon-cutting marking the new ownership of Christie's Feed & Seed in Dawson/Photo courtesy of Terrell 
County Chamber of Commerce

The Terrell County Recreation Depart-
ment will host a patriotic celebration on 
Saturday, July 4, at 1455 Jimmy Raines 
Rd., Dawson, GA 39842. The event will be  
begin at 4 p.m. and will feature local ven-
dors and a firework display at dark. Bring 
your own lawnchairs, family and patriotic 
spirit for a fun-filled evening. Inquire with 
Terrell County Recreation Department 
about vendor applications. All vendors are 
welcome to submit applications.

STAFF REPORTS

July Fest to be 
held Saturday

STAFF REPORTS
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As Terrell County prepares for the November 
general election, turnout data from this year's pri-
mary and primary runoff offer a snapshot of who 
is most likely to shape the outcome at the ballot 
box.

An analysis of voter participation from Geor-
gia's May 19 primary and June 16 runoff shows 
older residents consistently turned out at the 
highest rates, while overall participation fell by 
nearly half between the two elections, and the de-
mographic makeup of the electorate shifted sig-
nificantly.

According to the Georgia Secretary of State's 
office, 1,731 of Terrell County's 6,048 active reg-
istered voters cast ballots in the May primary, a 
turnout rate of 28.6%. Four weeks later, only 922 
voters participated in the June 16 primary runoff, 
reducing turnout to 15.2%.

While lower participation is typical in runoff 
elections, the county's voting data reveal notable 
differences in turnout by age, race and gender 
that provide insight into who has participated 
most consistently heading into November.

Voter turnout data found participation dropped 
from 28.6% in the May primary to 15.2% in the 
June runoff, with older voters accounting for the 
largest share of ballots cast/STAFF PHOTO

By KATHRYN CROCKETT
Staff Reporter

Who decides elections?
Data shows older voters 
dominate the turnout in 
Terrell County elections

Christie's Feed & Seed enters new chapter 
as local business assumes new ownership

A long-time Dawson business has 
entered a new era as Riley and Jessie 
Davis officially assumed ownership of 
Christie's Feed & Seed, with the Terrell 
County Chamber of Commerce marking 
the transition during a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony.

The event celebrated both the future 
of the business and the legacy of Tim 
and Pat Christie, who operated Chris-
tie's Feed & Seed for more than two de-
cades before retiring. Chamber leaders 

thanked the Christies for their years of 
service to Terrell County and wished 
them well as they begin retirement.

Located on Forrester Drive, Christie's 
Feed & Seed has long served area farm-
ers, gardeners and pet owners with feed, 
seed, plants and lawn and garden sup-
plies. Under the Davis family's owner-
ship, the business is already expanding 
its product offerings with the addition of 
FRM dog food and other inventory ex-
pected to arrive in the coming weeks.

Friends, family, chamber members 
and community supporters gathered 
for the ceremony to welcome the Davis 

family as they take over one of Dawson's 
established local businesses.

Chamber officials encouraged resi-
dents to visit the store and support the 
new owners as they build on the foun-
dation established by the Christie fam-
ily while introducing new products and 
services to meet the needs of customers 
throughout Terrell County.

The business remains open at 816 
Forrester Drive in Dawson, continuing 
its tradition of serving the agricultural, 
outdoors and gardening needs of south-
west Georgia under its new ownership.

By KATHRYN CROCKETT
For The Dawson News
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When Americans cele-
brate the 250th anniver-
sary of the United States 
throughout 2026, names 
like George Washington, 
Thomas Jefferson, Ben-
jamin Franklin, and John 
Adams are bound to come 
up. While those four men 
played notable roles in the 
establishment of the Unit-
ed States of America, many 
more Founding Fathers 
bore significant influence as 
well. 

America’s semiquincen-
tennial is a great time to cel-
ebrate all who have helped 
make the country into what 
it is today, and that includes 
some of the Founding Fa-
thers who have not become 
household names over the 
last 250 years.

• William Livingston: 
Born in Albany, New York, 

in 1723, William Livingston 
was a prominent attorney 
prior to the outbreak of the 
American Revolutionary 
War. The Historical Soci-
ety of the New York Courts 
notes Livingston moved to 
Elizabethtown, New Jer-
sey, in 1772. Within two 
years of that move, Living-
ston became New Jersey’s 
representative to the Con-
tinental Congress. By June 
1776, Livingston was ap-
pointed brigadier general 
of the New Jersey militia, a 
position he held until 1777, 
when he became the Gover-
nor of New Jersey. Living-
ston was a target of British 
forces, who offered a reward 
for his capture. But Living-
ston remained Governor of 
New Jersey until his death 
in 1790, and even served as 
the New Jersey delegate to 
the Constitutional Conven-
tion in 1787, when he signed 
the United States Constitu-

tion adopted at that conven-
tion.

• William Hooper: Wil-
liam Hooper was born Bos-
ton in 1742, but he made his 
name as a Founding Father 
after relocating to Wilming-

ton, North Carolina, as a 
young adult. The National 
Constitution Center notes 
Hooper, like Livingston, 
was a successful attorney. 
Hooper was appointed Dep-
uty Attorney General of the 
North Carolina colony in 

1770, and even supported 
the Royal Governor’s efforts 
to suppress a taxation-relat-
ed rebellion of North Car-
olina farmers during this 

Lesser known Founding Fathers of The United States
SPECIAL TO 
THE DAWSON NEWS

FOUNDING FATHERS
Continued on page 8
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Rebecca Thrower Peak
	Rebecca Thrower Peak, 

lovingly known as “Red” by 
many who knew her, passed 
away peacefully at her home 
on June 19, 2026. Rebecca 

Edwin "Eddie" Fletcher
	Edwin "Eddie" Fletch-

er, 76, of Lakeland, Florida, 
passed away peacefully on 
June 3, 2026. Born on Dec. 
25, 1949, in Cuthbert, Geor-
gia, Eddie was the cherished 
son of the late Claude and 
Grace Fletcher. 

Eddie graduated from 
Lyman Ward Military Acad-
emy in Camp Hill, Alabama, 
where he laid the founda-
tion for a life marked by 
dedication and hard work. 
Following his education, he 
worked alongside his father 
on Fletcher Farms before 
establishing Fletcher Truck-
ing. Eddie found great joy in 
his career as a truck driver, 
relishing the opportuni-
ty to meet new people and 
explore the open road. A 
proud veteran, Eddie served 
his country with honor as a 
Sergeant in the U.S. Army. 
Enlisting in 1971, he bravely 
served during the Vietnam 
War. His service exemplified 
his commitment to duty and 
his unwavering sense of re-
sponsibility.

Eddie was a devoted fam-
ily man who deeply loved 
his wife Brenda Carol and 
their blended family. He 
is survived by Brenda ; his 
children Edwin Fletcher Jr. 
(Pam) of Dawson, Geor-
gia; Angel Mullis (Eric) of 
Sumner, Georgia; Adam 
Fletcher (Pam) of Cumming, 
Georgia; Michelle Cross 
(Scott) of Lakeland, Flori-

OBITUARIES

PUBLIC NOTICE

City Hall will be closed 
Friday, July 3 in obser-
vance of the Independence 
Day holiday, and will re-
open on Monday, July 6.

If any emergency should 
occur, please contact the 
Police Department at 995-
4414 and they will notify 
the proper personnel.

City of Dawson

Holiday Closing

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Housing Authority of the City of Dawson, in compliance with applicable U. S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) regulations, has prepared a draft version of a Housing 
Agency Plan outlining the Mission, Goals, Objectives, and Policies and Procedures that will be used 
as guidance in the operation of all Public Housing developments within our jurisdiction for the next 
year.

The Housing Authority will be conducting a public hearing at the office of the Authority, located at 
553 Lemon Street, NE, Dawson, GA 39842 on Tuesday, August 11, 2026 at 10:00 a.m.  

This comprehensive plan will be coordinated with all residents of public housing and contains infor-
mation that will be discussed at the public hearing.  The Housing Authority encourages residents, citi-
zens, representatives from public agencies and other interested parties to make comments on the draft 
plan.  The Plan will be available for review during normal business hours at the office of the Authority, 
553 Lemon Street, NE, from June 25, 2026 until the hearing.

(229) 995-2222
229 Johnson St, SE

HOLIDAY  CLOSING HOURS
We will be closed Friday, July 3, in observance of the 

Independence Day holiday, and will re-open on Monday, July 6.

Let us count the freedoms you have on demand.
You can talk to a friend whom you happen to meet
when you’re shopping or walking along any street.
You can take a vacation by car or by train, and wher-
ever you go, you don’t have to explain.

What a blessing to live in this land of the free!
Happy Birthday, America!

 274-0003

 The Lighthouse 
 is open...

 Adult Day Care Center

da; and Jeremiah Hartley 
(Cristy) of Lakeland, Flori-
da. Eddie was also a proud 
grandfather to William, 
EJ, Matthew, Dave, Ellissa 
(Kenny), Tiffany, Emily, Sa-
vannah and six great grand-
children. Additionally, he is 
survived by his sisters Nell 
Marshall of Leesburg, Geor-
gia, and Jane Eubanks (Bill) 
of Dawson, Georgia. 

Eddie’s life was enriched 
by his passions for hunting 
and fishing activities that 
brought him peace and con-
nection to nature. He also 
enjoyed riding bikes with 
Brenda, sharing countless 
adventures together that 
strengthened their bond. A 
man of faith, Eddie was a 
member of Hopewell Baptist 
Church in Plant City, Flori-
da. 

Those who knew Eddie 
remember him as a wonder-
ful husband and a man who 
loved his family deeply. His 
legacy lives on through the 
lives he touched with his 
kindness and dedication. 
May Eddie’s memory bring 
comfort to all who knew 
him.

 A graveside service will 
be held on July 21, at 11:30 
a.m. at Florida National 
Cemetery Bushnell Florida 
6502 SW 102nd Ave, Bush-
nell, FL 33513.

Jerusalem Missionary Baptist Church 
Friends and Family Day 2026
Sunday, July 12, 1881 Ben Arthur Rd., Dawson, Ga. 

Jerusalem Missionary Baptist Church invites the 
entire community to join us for our annual Friends 
and Family Day worship service on Sunday, July 12, at 
11 a.m. Sunday School is held every Sunday at 10 a.m. 
All are welcome.

RELIGION DIGEST

COMMUNITY NEWS
Terrell County Recreation Department July Fest
Saturday, July 4, 1455 Jimmy Raines Rd., Dawson, Ga.

The Terrell County Recreation Department will 
host a patriotic celebration on Saturday, July 4, at 1455 
Jimmy Raines Rd., Dawson, GA 39842. The event will 
be  begin at 4 p.m. and will feature local vendors and 
a firework display at dark. Bring your own lawnchairs, 
family and patriotic spirit for a fun-filled evening. 
Inquire with Terrell County Recreation Department 
about vendor applications. All vendors are welcome to 
submit applications.

received her high school di-
ploma from Westover High 
School. She leaves behind a 
legacy of kindness, laughter, 
and open doors that will for-
ever live on in the hearts of 
those who knew and loved 
her.

Rebecca was born on 
July 24, 1952, to the late 
Ralph and Ann Thrower. 
She was a rare and beauti-
ful soul who truly never met 
a stranger. With her warm 
spirit and compassionate 
heart, she welcomed every-
one into her life as if they 
were family. She had a deep 
love for animals and a spe-
cial gift for bringing people 
together, earning the admi-
ration and affection of many 
throughout her life.  She 
also found joy in her favor-
ite television show, In the 
Heat of the Night, and re-
cently developed a fondness 
for NCIS television series.

A familiar and friend-
ly face in the community, 
Rebecca found joy in con-
necting with others through 
her work. She spent many 
wonderful years at Savelle 
Jewelers and Sunshine 
Travel Agency, and later at 
Lowe’s, where she eventu-
ally retired. Her dedication 
to service extended beyond 
her career, as she was a de-
voted Charter Member of 
the Albany Evening Lions 
Club. Through her involve-
ment, she played an instru-
mental role in raising funds 
to provide essential vision 
services to those in need.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents; her 
brothers, Ralph Thrower 
and his wife, Barbara, and 
Russell Thrower; and her 
sister, Elaine Thrower.

Rebecca’s memory will 
be forever cherished by her 
son, Chris Peak and his fi-
ancée, Yulia Panchenko; her 
daughter-in-law, Jennifer 
Peak; her sister, Linda Bill-
ings; her sister-in-law, Liz 
Thrower; and a loving cir-
cle of nieces, nephews, and 
dear friends, including Pam 
Hentschel, Debi Griffin and 
her childhood friend, Nancy 
Washburn.

Rebecca’s warmth, gen-
erosity, and vibrant person-
ality will be deeply missed 
but never forgotten.

A memorial gathering 
to honor her life will be an-
nounced at a later date.

ATLANTA — They were allegedly 
flying to help prisoners get high and to 
maybe escape, but now nine people, all 
but one from Macon, are behind bars 
themselves after federal agents arrest-
ed them in connection with delivering 
drugs, phones and weapons into pris-
ons from above.

The bust, announced Wednesday, 
involved a "vast alleged conspiracy us-
ing drones to smuggle contraband," ac-
cording to the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice.

The nine suspects and three inmates 
are accused of coordinating deliveries 
of methamphetamine, marijuana and 
other controlled substances, as well as 
cell phones, tobacco and objects such 
as saw blades to be used as weapons for 
escape.

The eight of the accused who are from 
Macon are Leviticus Blash, 42; Chrystal 
Dunn, 37; Ira Christopher Jackson, 42; 
Xavier Maxwell, 30; Kenna Middleton, 
45; Glenn Middleton, 70; Jeff Richard-
son, 23, and Tysean Richardson, 23.

The accusations were in an indict-
ment unsealed Wednesday that de-
scribed drone deliveries to 10 prisons in 
eight states, including two in Georgia, 
in Atlanta and in Jessup.

The joint announcement by the fed-
eral government included U.S. Attorney 
William R. “Will” Keyes for the Middle 
District of Georgia and William K. Mar-
shall III, director of the Federal Bureau 
of Prisons.

Drones have been an ongoing prob-
lem for Georgia prisons.

During a legislative hearing at the 
Atlanta Capitol in December, Matthew 
Wolfe from the Georgia Department 
of Corrections said that for the year 
through June 2025 there were 120 in-

mates charged and 362 civilians arrest-
ed in connection with contraband deliv-
eries.

The schemes sometimes involved 
simple methods, such as wrapping con-
traband with duct tape into the shape 
of a football and tossing it over a prison 
fence. But they often involved drones, 
said Wolfe, who displayed a photo of 
a confiscated unmanned aircraft that 
could carry hundreds of pounds.

"Civilian involvement remains 
the most common threat vector, with 
throwovers and drone drops continuing 
to be the primary method used to infil-
trate our institutions," Wolfe said.

Corrections Commissioner Tyrone 
Oliver said technology existed to stop 
such drones.

"We just don't have the authority, 
the legal authority, to be able to do it," 
Oliver told lawmakers.

The General Assembly responded by 
passing House Bill 1230, which takes ef-
fect Wednesday.

The new law will make it illegal to fly 
a drone over a prison. It will also autho-
rize law enforcement agencies and offi-
cers who suspect drone use for criminal 
intent to detect, track and identify the 
aircraft and then intercept and disable 
them with jamming, hacking or other 
methods.

That law is for state and local author-
ities.

The indictment unsealed Wednes-
day involved a takedown by the federal 
government using sophisticated track-
ing technology.

The federal Bureau of Prisons used 
a drone detection system that provid-
ed alerts when drones were nearby and 
that reported an aircraft's make, model 
and identification number, along with 
the launch location, flight path and al-
titude.

Feds bust ring that 
allegedly flew drugs, 
weapons into prisons
By TY TAGAMI
Capitol Beat News Service

O N L Y  Y O U  C A N  P R E V E N T  W I L D F I R E S .
s m o k e y b e a r . c o m

I T only T A K E S  A  S P A R K .

Please
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This Saturday is the Fourth of July, which in 
itself is a wonderful day.  But this year, it’s ex-
tra-special. You see, this year’s Independence 
Day is the 250th anniversary of the signing of 
the Declaration of Independence, the symbol-
ic thumbing of the nose to King George III of 
Great Britain by the American colonists. A pret-
ty nasty war followed that, but once the war was 
over, these 13 formerly British colonies became 
a new nation, the one in which you and I live.  
(Unless you live somewhere else.) So Hap-
py 250th birthday, America, and let’s get on 
with the trivia!

Did you know…
… about 0.5% of the entire world's male 

population is believed to be descended from a 
single man?  The man was Genghis Khan (1162-
1227), who is believed to have fathered between 
1,000 and 3,000 children during his time lead-
ing conquests for the Mongol Empire.  Those 
children's male descendants make up the sin-
gle largest group whose lineage could be traced 
to one person in the world today.  (Talk about 
someone who got around!  I'll bet the child sup-
port payments were astronomical.)

… an airline lost one of its jets for 13 years, 
only to find it was under their nose all the time?  
In 2012, an Air India Boeing 737 jet was de-
commissioned and removed from the airline's 
records.  The plane itself, however, was left in a 
parking area at Kolkata airport, and airport of-
ficials dutifully sent the airline bills for parking 
fees.  The airline disputed the bills, saying they 
didn't have a plane there – until 2025, when 
an official of the airline arrived at the airport 
to discuss the situation and a worker pointed 
to the jet, effectively saying, “There it is.”  The 
airline sheepishly admitted it was indeed their 
jet, arranged for its removal, and most impor-
tantly paid the thirteen years of back parking 
fees.  (No wonder it costs so much to fly.)

… armadillos are practically bullet-proof?  
(If you choose to test that, remember, I have 
nothing to do with it.)

… ancient Olympic athletes competed na-
ked?  It was believed that being nude while 
performing athletic events brought the athlete 
closer to the gods.  (Can you imagine the rat-
ings if the modern Olympics were conducted 
that way?)

… the iconic star of a 1960s sitcom was not 
the first person in the role?  From 1967 to 1970, 
Sally Field (born 1946) starred in The Flying 
Nun, a situation comedy on ABC.  Field had ini-
tially been offered the role after the cancellation 
of her earlier series Gidget, but she thought the 
premise of the show – a novice nun who could 
fly due to high winds and a starched cornet – 
was silly.  She passed on the role, and the pro-
ducers began filming the pilot with their second 
choice, actress Ronne Troup (born 1945).  But 
after Field had a rather serious conversation 
with her stepfather Jock Mahoney (1919-1989), 
she changed her mind, putting Troup out of a 
job and causing all of the scenes she had filmed 
to be re-shot.  Additional trivia note:  Field re-
portedly hated the role and the concept of the 
series, and following its cancellation she was 
concerned about being typecast.  Fortunately, 
she was able to work in several serious movies 
in the years following The Flying Nun, and her 
career did not suffer for her having played the 
role.  (I guess wanting to eat and live indoors 
causes a lot of actors to take roles they don’t re-
ally want to play.)

… a popular brand of tortilla chips has a dif-
ferent name in Sweden?  Doritos ranch flavor 
chips are called “American flavor” in that Scan-
dinavian country, because Swedish people are 
totally unfamiliar with ranch flavor.  (So, ranch 
flavor is what America tastes like?)

… a president's wife is believed (in some 
circles) to have killed him?  When President 
Warren G. Harding (1865-1923) died in San 
Francisco, rumors circulated that he had been 
poisoned by his wife, Florence (1860-1924), 
as retaliation for his numerous extra-marital 
affairs.  The fact that Mrs. Harding refused to 
allow an autopsy to be performed fed those ru-
mors.  Historians, however, believe Harding 
died of a heart attack, and Florence was not in-
volved in his death.  (Sure.)

… you can see stars up to 4,000 light-years 
away with the naked eye?  With one colossal 
exception – the Andromeda galaxy is visible to 
the naked eye, and it's 2.5 million light-years 
away from Earth.  (Andromeda ... now that’s a 
heavenly body.)

… identical twins are not totally identical?  
While they may look alike, sound alike, and 
even have the same basic DNA, there is one ma-
jor difference – they have unique fingerprints.  
(If you want to get technical about it.)

… the Earth's rotation is slowing down?  
Don't worry, you don't notice it.  But due to tid-
al and gravitational forces from the Sun and the 
Moon, Earth's rotation is slowing by about 1.8 
seconds per century.  In fact, about 600 mil-
lion years ago, one day on Earth only lasted 21 
hours.

… mirrors facing each other actually do not 
produce infinite reflections?  As the reflections 
get smaller, they get darker, and eventually fade 
into invisibility.  (But the effect is staggering for 
as long as it lasts.)

Now... you know!

By JACK BAGLEY
Georgia Trust For Local News

Was the lead in a popular 
1960s sitcom originally 
held by someone else?

DID YOU KNOW...? Fireworks: A public service announcement
During last year’s Fourth of July 

celebrations more than 13,000 Amer-
icans reported to emergency rooms 
across the country due to fireworks-re-
lated injuries. According to the U.S. 
Consumer Product Safety Commis-
sion, that number was down from over 
14,700 in 2024.

How many people lost fingers, or 
worse, in backyard explosions is un-
known. I don’t think there is a com-
mission that keeps up with that. At 
least not publicly. You can assume 
around 1,700, if my math is correct.

With the United States’ 250th 
birthday approaching, it's a safe bet 
that more people will be enjoying am-
ateur pyrotechnics this year than in a 
long time. And why not? Few things 
celebrate freedom quite like turning 
your backyard into southern Lebanon 
with colorful blasts of gunpowder.

That's a topical geopolitical joke. 
Try to keep up.

I can remember when fireworks 
were illegal in Georgia. To get your 
hands on a Roman candle or a string 
of firecrackers you had to sneak them 
back from a family vacation or have a 
shady uncle who frequently visited the 
state line and came back with what 
were essentially little sticks of dyna-
mite.

Now you can get them anywhere. 
I was buying a gallon of milk the oth-
er day and right next to the checkout 
line, adjacent to the candy, chewing 
gum and other impulse buys, was a 
display case full of colorfully packaged 
explosives.

We can thank the ancient Chinese 
for the invention of fireworks. Dating 
back to the Song Dynasty, firework 
technicians would pack gunpowder 
into bamboo tubes. It was not long be-
fore they discovered that adding pow-
dered chemicals would produce color-
ful blasts of light.

These pyrotechnicians of old were 
highly revered members of society. 
Their wares were sought-after com-
modities used in festivals and reli-
gious ceremonies.  Now we’ve got 
Geech and Skeeter, not a full hand of 
digits or complete set of teeth between 

‘em, all rockets red glare at all hours of 
the night for any ol’ excuse.

Don’t get me wrong, I love fire-
works and I think our Founding Fa-
thers would want us to have access to 
them. Besides, fireworks were a part of 
the very first Independence Day cele-
bration in 1777, one year after the first 
public reading of the Declaration of 
Independence. But like many things, 
excess has taken the magic out of fire-
works.

Few large tourist attractions do not 
include a nightly fireworks display; 
most major sporting events have cel-
ebratory explosions. They are a com-
mon sighting from small towns to 
mega metropolitan areas. Fireworks 
displays are much like parades, if you 
have seen one, you’ve seen them all.

We don’t shoot off many fireworks 
in my family these days. We have 
too many dogs, and most dogs come 
pre-installed with PTSD. Loud noises 
make them cower or act rashly, like 
they are having flashbacks from Nam.

If you’re going to celebrate this 
Fourth of July with a personal fire-
works extravaganza, please do so safe-
ly. Secure your pets, stop at a reason-
able hour and keep some ice handy.

You know, for when you blow your 
finger off.

THE NEW 
SOUTHERN 

DAD
By KYLE DOMINY



This is going to be a bit 
up-close-and personal. For 
the first time in my life, I 
am without my big broth-
er. Robert Earl Yarbrough, 
Jr. passed away and it feels 
surreal. He has always been 
there. Had he not, I proba-
bly wouldn’t be here today. 
He was not my big brother 
by size. He was big by his 

influence in my life. He was 
like an extra parent.

Bob was a generation 
older, which tells you my 
arrival was likely not a 
planned event. When I 
started grammar school, he 
was finishing high school. 
When I graduated high 
school, he had already grad-
uated college, was married 

and had a child. What could 
we possibly have in com-
mon other than the same 
last name? The answer is 
complicated. He was a role 
model that I spent years try-
ing to emulate. It wasn’t al-
ways easy and I didn’t do it 
well at times.

There was no question 
in anyone’s mind that Bob 
was going to be success-
ful. He was buttoned down 
from the start. Quiet. Disci-
plined. I was the bratty little 
brother who once hid in the 
backseat when he took his 
squeeze to the drive-in. He 
wasn’t happy. He was even 
less happy when I pulled the 
same stunt as he headed off 
to Florida with his buddies.

However, he was forgiv-
ing enough that when I got 
written reprimands from 
teachers that my parents 
were supposed to see and 
sign, I could talk him into 

signing because his hand-
writing was identical to our 
mother’s. It required a lec-
ture that I not do it again. 
We both knew that wasn’t 
going to happen. Just sign 
the note, please.

It was a bit of a surprise 
when Bob announced he 
going to college. Our par-
ents, growing up in the ru-
ral South never got beyond 

the 7th grade. Our cousins 
on both sides of the family, 
with one exception, did not 
go to college. Some never 
even finished high school.

It was a turning point in 
my life, as well. As I men-
tioned, he was my role mod-
el. Anything he did I was go-
ing to do. Graduating from 
the University of Georgia is 
one of the seminal events in 
my life, but it never would 
have happened had he not 
graduated from there him-
self. Had he chosen to be-
come a mechanic, I would 
have been changing points 
and plugs in Ford Fairlanes 
as soon as I was out of high 
school.

Bob joined the maga-
zine publishing business in 
the mailroom while in high 
school and –no surprise 
– worked his way up to ex-
ecutive vice president of 
the company. In the mean-
time, I spent a few years in 
broadcasting before joining 
Southern Bell, determined 
to work my own way up the 
corporate ladder. It became 
a competition, at least on 
my part, and brought with it 
some tension.

As spokesman for the 
company, my name and face 
were in the media frequent-
ly. That was not always a 
good thing. Sometimes, I 
was trying to explain a cor-
porate gaffe. But, nonethe-
less, his little brother was 
high profile, and I think he 
got tired of hearing about it.

Bob moved to Chicago 
and became president of a 
trade magazine company 
there. I went off to Wash-
ington as a public affairs 
director for AT&T and later 
became an officer of Bell-
South.

He retired and moved 
to Gainesville to be close 
to his two daughters and 
their families. He became 
a hospital chaplain and 
was involved in a ministry 
that taught financial prin-
ciples. I moved on to the 
Atlanta Committee for the 
Olympic Games and then to 
churning out these opinions 
weekly. We stayed in touch 
nominally, but each in his 
own orbit.

And then things changed. 
After Bob lost his soulmate 
of 69 years, Bebe, and I lost 
The Beloved Woman Who 
Shared My Name, we began 
an occasional phone call to 
check on each other. That 
soon turned into a regular 
Sunday night at 6 PM ritu-
al. We called it the No News 
call because all we talked 
about were our aches and 
pains, our families and how 
much we hated technology. 
We dropped all the barri-
ers we had built up over the 
years. The competition was 
gone, replaced by brotherly 
love and mutual respect. A 
memory I will treasure.

I will miss Bob, but I am 
glad I got to tell him what an 
enormous influence he had 
on my life. I am here be-
cause he was there. Thank 
you, big brother. Rest in 
peace.

	The Five Points neigh-
borhood in Athens has an 
allure that makes it extraor-
dinarily special and becom-
ing.  There is an intoxicat-
ing buzz year-round in this 
traditional section of Ath-
enstown, where old homes 
blend with latent upscale 
construction, which is tak-
ing place everywhere you 
look.

	Five Points is a neat 
neighborhood.  It has the 
feel of a laidback village in 
Europe.  “That,” says Rick 
Johnson who has spent 
multiple summers in Cor-
tona, Italy, with the UGA 
Art Department, “is because 
there is such a great blend 
of town and gown.  I love 
the restaurants and places 
like the bakery where you 
see a bevy of students and 
faculty, and a lawyer in coat 
and tie.”

	Five Points is where you 
can choose a classic bottle 
of wine, ride your bike, and 
buy the best burger at the 
best pub in town.  There’s 

healthy grocery shopping 
at Earth Fare, you can en-
joy great pizza options, and 
there’s plentiful seafood, as 
tasty as you would find if a 
shrimp boat found its way 
up the Oconee River and 
docked behind Sanford Sta-
dium.

	For many of us, the sig-
nature address is The Expat, 
located at a former home 
that dates back to World 
World II—when Frank 
Sinkwich and Charley Trip-
pi were the talk of the town.

	Located at 1680 South 
Lumpkin, it fits into the 
neighborhood like it did a 
half century ago—except 
that the chef then was the 
madam of the house who 
cooked for her family.

	Now Jerry Slater and 
his staff can accommodate 
75 or more.  For those who 
have a bent for al fresco din-
ing, the porch at the Expat 
is as charming as they come.

You seldom see The Ex-
pat empty, even in summer 
when many of the UGA stu-
dent body and faculty have 
sojourned elsewhere.  The 
“regular” clientele keeps 
things a humming along 

with visitors who show up 
for various reasons.  

The ambient atmosphere 
complements the core val-
ues of the establishment—
the menu which specializes 
in Italian and seafood cui-
sine, and experienced chefs 
with the right stuff.

	Inside everything is re-
laxed and cozy. But I can’t 
stop there.  It’s equally a vi-
brant, lively, and magnetic 
place.  Neighborly and en-
compassing.  

	Diners from Atlanta 
make the trip over to enjoy 
an evening at The Expat, 
and if you want a reserva-
tion on a football weekend 
in the fall, you may be too 
late. 

	The owners are a hus-
band-wife team; Jerry and 
Krista Slater are spirits 
columnists for the Atlanta 
Journal and Constitution.   
Jerry is widely recognized 
for his hospitality and spir-
its expertise with stops at 
Charlie Trotter’s in Chicago, 
The Oak Room at the Seel-
bach Hilton Hotel in Louis-
ville, Ky., and Atlanta’s  One 
Flew South, named for one 
of the world’s best airport 

restaurants.
	Krista is a visual artist 

turned certified sommelier 
who likes ice-cold martinis 
and intentional spaces.  She 
has worked for nearly 20 
years in the world of wine 
retail, bars, and fine dining.  
The Slaters own, in addition 
to The Expat, The Lark wine 
bar and shop, The Night-
hawks Lounge, and the 
recently opened Dovetail 
Market, with partner Fritz 
Gibson.   

	Many students come to 
work for them as freshmen 
and continue through UGA 
graduation.  An incentive to 

work with the Slaters is that 
employees are entitled to 
health insurance.

	Until recently I often 
took respite at the bar for a 
glass of pinot noir and my 
favorite Expat pasta plate, 
tagliatelle.  I enjoyed con-
versation with Trent Parker, 
the General Manager, and 
Romie Engram, the spright-
ly and charming bartender 
who is as efficient as you can 
find.   Unfortunately for Ex-
pat regulars, which include 
Kirby and Mary Beth Smart, 
they both have moved on, 
owing to opportunity.  They 
both were upbeat (opportu-
nity) and downcast (leaving 
The Expat clientele.)

	Included in the lore of 
The Expat’s history is that 
its most devoted supporter, 
John Parker, showed up in 
his golf cart on the day they 
opened, wearing his trade-
mark shorts and flipflops.  
He yelled, “When does this 
place open?”  Jerry yelled 
back, “Five minutes ago.”  
Parker became the first cus-
tomer, and when he is town, 
you usually find him there.

	Another “regular” couple 
is Joe and Anne Frierson 
who were dining at Slater’s 
one night; one of Anne’s 
favorite side dishes is lem-
on garlic artichoke.  It was 
not on Slater’s menu.  A call 
went out to Trent at The Ex-
pat and he answered Anne’s 
request, hoofing less than 
a hundred yards away post 
haste.   That was an extraor-
dinarily special delivery, but 
something you expect from 
the proprietors and staff.   

	Add to all that this fre-
quent scene: Mark and 
Mindy Horne, who live on 
Milledge Circle, would call 
Trent for another special 
delivery request.  Mindy 
would meet Trent with a 
big dish and her credit card, 
handing all over the fence 
between the restaurant 
and the Hornes’ backyard.  
When the tiramisu is baked, 
the over-the-fence exchange 
takes place again. 

	That would never hap-
pen in a metropolitan city.  
It only happens in the Clas-
sic City when restaurateurs 
like the Slaters hang out one 
of their many shingles.

The Expat

LORAN SMITH

Dick Yarbrough: Remembering a big brother and his big influence

DICK YARBROUGH

Like many of you, I’ve 
spent the last few weeks 
enjoying the impressions 
of visitors from all over the 
world, converging on Amer-
ica for a soccer tournament. 
It’s been a great reminder 
for many of us of how much 
we take from granted. 

They’ve demonstrated 
their love for Waffle House, 
Buc ee’s, SUV’s, and even 
air conditioning. They’ve 
also reminded us that de-
spite what we read online 
and see in our news every 
day, America – on the verge 
of turning 250 – is an awe-
some place to live.

Rather than write a piece 
recounting their trips, how-
ever, I’m going to take the 
rest of this week off and 
recycle some of my obser-
vations, from a column I 
wrote when I returned from 
a coast to coast all-Amer-
ican road trip in the late 
spring of 2019.

That trip helped me fall 
in love with America again.  
I hope you’re able to cele-
brate freedom and indepen-

dence this week, and if nec-
essary, reconsider what this 
union of states means to us, 
and to the rest of the world.

I spent the last few weeks 
checking off a bucket list 
item.  There’s just too much 
of this country I had not yet 
seen, and by playing aggres-
sive defense on my calendar 
I was able to piece togeth-
er the time for an extend-
ed road trip.  22 states and 
8,027 rental car miles later, 
I’m back at the home office 
in Georgia.

The goal was to see the 
northwest quadrant of the 
country.  I’ve also want-
ed to drive up the Pacific 
Coast Highway since I first 
saw a small stretch of it al-
most thirty years ago.  To 
get there involved a route 
through Nashville and up to 
St. Louis, west over to Mon-
terrey, north up the coast to 
Seattle, and returning east 
back to Wisconsin to make 
the southern turn home.

For those who haven’t 
yet experienced it, this is a 
beautiful country.  The cliffs 

and beaches of central Cal-
ifornia do look a bit differ-
ent than those in Oregon, 
but both are breathtakingly 
stunning.  There’s still snow 
on Pike’s Peak in Colorado 
despite unseasonably warm 
temperatures throughout 
the western U.S.  

The “big sky” in Mon-
tana meets beautiful riv-
ers at the base of rolling 
hills and mountains.  Lake 
Tahoe juxtaposes alpine 
views with summer shore-

lines.  The great Salt Lake is 
a well-known, but the sandy 
swamp along the freeway 
leading west to the Bonne-
ville Salt Flats in Western 
Utah is a natural wonder 
unto itself. 

Madison Wisconsin 
combines the college-town 
charm of Athens with the 
architectural beauty of 
Washington, D.C.   The 
weather in Silicon Valley 
helps me understand why 
people pay what it costs to 
live there.  Even though 
the tourist experiences of 
St Louis’ Gateway Arch 
and Seattle’s Space Needle 
may be a bit hokey (and 
pricey), both provide views 
that frame their parts of the 
country magnificently.

As I was originally told 
as a young man and have re-
learned the hard way many 
times as I have aged, beauty 
is only skin deep.  The beau-
ty of America has never re-
ally been about our amber 
waves of grain or our fruit-
ed plains.  It’s in our people.  
Luckily, I was able to spend 

enough time outside of the 
rental car to experience 
that, too.

There was beauty in the 
synchronized service of 
the five waitresses at the 
breakfast diner in Council 
Bluffs Iowa, who managed 
to attend to the “usuals” in 
a room full of well-known 
patrons while making an 
obvious tourist feel wel-
come (and full) simulta-
neously.  There was equal 
beauty in the night manag-
er of a Cheyenne Wyoming 
hotel who wanted each of 
her guests, even for just one 
night, to feel “at home” and 
a part of her community.

There is beauty in the 
optimism of a fellow restau-
rant patron in Rapid City 
South Dakota who had just 
changed career fields for a 
better opportunity. There 
was more from the moth-
er in Omaha Nebraska that 
was proud of the scholar-
ship offers for her grad-
uating son, but who was 
equally concerned as to how 
much advice she should be 

giving him as he prepares to 
chart his own future.  

There is beauty in the 
quiet dignity of 95-year-old 
Tuskegee Airman Franklin 
Macon, who as part of the 
Greatest Generation has 
yet to fully retire as an avi-
ation mechanic. Even more 
beautiful is that he spends 
most of his current time 
and energy trying to teach 
the youngest generation life 
lessons in getting over ob-
stacles life will put in their 
way.

Helping me to see this 
beauty was a complete 
avoidance of social me-
dia and the flat refusal to 
discuss politics with those 
along the way.  It’s easier 
to see what unites us when 
side stepping things that di-
vide us.

America is truly a beau-
tiful country, and you too 
should make a point to see 
it.  In red states, blue states, 
and in our purple mountain 
majesties, the beauty goes 
well beyond our vistas.  It is, 
and remains, in our people.

The United States of America, it's still beautiful after all these years

CHARLIE HARPER
GEORGIA POLITICS
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D-087
IN THE PROBATE COURT 

COUNTY OF TERRELL 
STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: VERLINDA FAYE JACKSON 
DECEASED 
ESTATE NO: 4139 

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-
ISTRATION 

NOTICE 
To: ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS, INTERESTED 
PARTIES, CREDITORS 
RUTHELL JACKSON has petitioned to be 
appointed Administrator of the estate of 
VERLINDA FAYE JACKSON deceased, of 
said County. The Petitioner has also applied 
for waiver of bond and/or grant of certain 
powers contained in O.C.G.A. §53-12-261. 
All interested parties are hereby notified to 
show cause why said petition should not be 
granted. All objections to the petition must 
be in writing, setting forth the grounds of 
any such objections, and must be filed with 
the court on or before JULY 27TH, 2026. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the Petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel at the following address/
telephone number for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 
Carol M. Speir 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: CINDY THOMAS 
Clerk of the Probate Court 
Address: P.O. Box 67 
Dawson, Georgia 39842 
229-995-5515 

July 2, 9, 16, 23, 2026

D-076
IN THE PROBATE COURT 

COUNTY OF TERRELL 
STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: DAVID JOHNSON, DECEASED 
ESTATE NO: 4135 

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-
ISTRATION 

NOTICE 
To: ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS, INTERESTED 
PARTIES, CREDITORS 
FELICIA DENISE BLACKMON has peti-
tioned to be appointed Administrator of 
the estate of DAVID JOHNSON deceased, 
of said County. The Petitioner has also 
applied for waiver of bond and/or grant of 
certain powers contained in O.C.G.A. §53-
12-261. All interested parties are hereby 
notified to show cause why said petition 
should not be granted. All objections to the 
petition must be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections, and must 
be filed with the court on or before JULY 
6TH, 2026. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the Petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel at the following address/
telephone number for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 
Carol M. Speir 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: CINDY THOMAS 
Clerk of the Probate Court 
Address: P.O. Box 67 
Dawson, Georgia 39842 
229-995-5515 

June 11 18, 25, July 2, 2026

D-086
IN THE PROBATE COURT 

COUNTY OF TERRELL 
STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: OBIE NEWTON GOLDEN, JR. , 
DECEASED 
ESTATE NO: 4138 

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-
ISTRATION 

NOTICE  
To: ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS, INTERESTED 
PARTIES, CREDITORS 
HARDY FRANKLIN GOLDEN has peti-
tioned to be appointed Administrator of 
the estate of OBIE NEWTON GOLDEN, 
JR. deceased, of said County. The Peti-
tioner has also applied for waiver of bond 
and/or grant of certain powers contained 
in O.C.G.A. §53-12-261. All interested 
parties are hereby notified to show cause 
why said petition should not be granted. All 
objections to the petition must be in writing, 
setting forth the grounds of any such objec-
tions, and must be filed with the court on or 
before JULY 20TH, 2026, 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the Petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel at the following address/
telephone number for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 
Carol M. Speir 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: CINDY THOMAS 
Clerk of the Probate Court 
Address: P.O. Box 67 
Dawson, Georgia 39842 
229-995-5515 

June 25, July 2, 9, 16, 2026

D-082
					     PUBLICATION
TERRELL COUNTY JUVENILE COURT
IN THE MATTER OF: A.H., B/F, 10-05-
2021;
To: 	 Ricky Coleman, Putative Biological 
Father of the above referenced female 
child born October 5, 2021.
	  A petition was filed in this Court by 
Terrell County Department of Family and 
Children Services on the 13th day of March, 
2026.  The Petition alleges the above-ref-
erenced child to be dependent according 
to Georgia law and seeks termination of 
your parental rights, if any.   You may 
obtain a copy of the Petition, which sets 
forth the specific allegations in detail, from 
the Clerk of Juvenile Court of Terrell County, 
499 Roundtree Drive, Dawson, Georgia, 
phone is 229-995-2631.
By authority of an Order for Service by 
Publication by the Judge of said Court 
on the 19 day of May, 2026, you are com-
manded to be an appear in the Juvenile 
Court of Terrell County, Georgia, at the 
Terrell County Courthouse located at 
235 East Lee Street, Dawson, Georgia, 
within sixty (60) days of said Order for 
Service by Publication and on the 1st 
day of September, 2026, at 9:00  a.m. to 
then and there make defense to allegations 
of the petition, and to show cause why the 
prayers of the petition should not be grant-
ed, and why the said child and all parties 
named herein should not be dealt with 
according to the provisions of the law.  The 
hearing is for the purpose of terminating 
your parental rights.
	 You or any other interested party may file 
a written objection or answer on or before 
the date and time for the hearing stated 
above by filing the same at the office of the 
Clerk of Juvenile Court of Terrell County, 
Georgia, and the Petitioner’s Attorney, 
Brumby M. Dwyer.
	 Witness the Honorable Edward R. 
Collier, Judge of said Court this 21 day 
of May, 2026.

Tina Ivey
 Clerk of Terrell County Juvenile Court

Brumby M. Dwyer
Special Assistant Attorney General
Post Office Box 71412, Albany, Georgia 
31708
Phone (229) 854-3379, Georgia Bar Num-
ber 492098

June 18, 25, July 2, 9, 2026

D-080
IN THE PROBATE COURT 

COUNTY OF TERRELL 
STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: HENRY LEE DENNARD, JR., 
DECEASED 
ESTATE NO: 4137 

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-
ISTRATION 

NOTICE 
To: ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS, INTERESTED 
PARTIES, CREDITORS 
TAMMY GEORGETTE DENNARD has 
petitioned to be appointed Administrator 
of the estate of HENRY LEE DENNARD, 
JR. deceased, of said County. The Peti-
tioner has also applied for waiver of bond 
and/or grant of certain powers contained 
in O.C.G.A. §53-12-261. All interested 
partles are hereby notified to show cause 
why said petition should not be granted. All 
objections to the petition must be in writing, 
setting forth the grounds of any such objec-
tions, and must be filed with the court on or 
before JULY 13th, 2026. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the Petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel at the following address/
telephone number for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 
Carol M. Speir Judge of the Probate Court 
By: CINDY THOMAS 
Clerk of the Probate Court 
Address: P.O. Box 67 
Dawson, Georgia 39842 
229-995-5515 

June 18, 25, July 2, 9, 2026

D-085
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-

TORS 
GEORGIA, TERRELL COUNTY 
All creditors of the estate of WILLIE JAY 
TOLBERT, SR., deceased, late of Terrell 
County, Georgia are hereby notified to 
render in their demands to the undersigned 
according to law, and all persons indebted 
to law, and all persons indebted to said 
estate are required to make immediate 
payment. 
This 22ND day of JUNE, 2026 

WANDA PATRICIA TOLBERT, ADMIN-
ISTRATOR 

WILLIE JAY TOLBERT, SR., DE-
CEASED

672 CRAWFORD ST., NE 
DAWSON, GEORGIA 39842 
June 25, July 2, 9, 16, 2026

D-079
Notice of summons - Service by 

Publication
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF TER-

RELL COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

Donna A. Fields, Plaintiff
v.
Robert H. Fields, Defendant
Civil Action File No.  26-CV-0034
TO: ROBERT H. FIELDS
You are hereby notified that the above 
styled action for divorce was filed against 
you in said Court on the 31st day of March, 
2026 and that by reason of an Order for 
Service by Publication entered by the Court 
on the 4 day of June, 2026 you are hereby 
commanded and required to file with the 
Clerk of Court and serve upon Plaintiff an 
Answer to the Complaint within sixty (60) 
days of the date of the Order for Service 
by Publication. 
If you fail to do so, judgment by default will 
be taken against you for the relief demand-
ed in the Complaint.
This 4th day of June, 2026.
Tina Ivey
Clerk of Superior Court
Terrell County, Georgia

June 11, 18, 25, July 2, 2026

D-078 
IN THE PROBATE COURT 

COUNTY OF TERRELL 

STATE OF GEORGIA 
IN RE: CAL DENNARD, DECEASED 
ESTATE NO: 4136 

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-
ISTRATION 

NOTICE 
To: TOBIAS DENNARD, ALL UNKNOWN 
HEIRS, INTERESTED PARTIES, CRED-
ITORS 
PEARLIE A. DENNARD has petitioned to 
be appointed Administrator of the estate 
of CAL DENNARD deceased, of said 
County. The Petitioner has also applied 
for waiver of bond and/or grant of certain 
powers contained in O.C.G.A. §53-12-261. 
All interested parties are hereby notified to 
show cause why said petition should not be 
granted. All objections to the petition must 
be in writing, setting forth the grounds of 
any such objections, and must be filed with 
the court on or before JULY 6TH, 2026. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the Petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel at the following address/
telephone number for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If 
no objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing. 
Carol M. Speir 
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: CINDY THOMAS 
Clerk of the Probate Court 
Address: P.O. Box 67 
Dawson, Georgia 39842 
229-995-5515 

June 11, 18, 25, July 2, 2026

D-073
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
STATE OF GEORGIA, COUNTY OF 
TERRELL
By virtue of a Power of Sale contained 
in that certain Security Deed, from Alyse 
Tackore, to Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems Inc., as Nominee for Verus 
Residential Loanco, LLC, dated February 2, 
2024, and recorded on February 5, 2024, in 
Deed Book 13R, at Page 469, in the Office 
of the Clerk of Superior Court of Terrell 
County, Georgia, said Security Deed having 
been given to secure a Note of even date, 
in the original principal amount of 
One Hundred Five Thousand and no/100 
Dollars ($105,000.00), with interest thereon 
as provided therein, as last transferred to 
UMB Bank, National Association, not in 
its individual capacity but solely as owner 
trustee for Verus Securitization Trust 2024-
4, recorded in Deed Book 14H, at Page 
629, in aforesaid records, will be sold at 
public outcry to the highest bidder for cash 
before the courthouse door of Terrell 
County, Georgia, or at such place as has 
been or may be lawfully designated as an 
alternative location, within the legal hours 
of sale on the first Tuesday in July, 2026, 
all property described in said Security Deed 
including, but not limited to, the following 
described property:
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND 
SITUATED, LYING, AND BEING IN THE 
CITY OF DAWSON, TERRELL COUN-
TY, GEORGIA, CONSISTING OF ONE 
HOUSE AND LOT, TOGETHER WITH 
OTHER IMPROVEMENTS THEREON, 
AND BEING KNOWN AS ALL OF LOTS 
6, 7, AND 8, AND A SOUTH PORTION OF 
LOTS 14, 15, AND 16 OF BLOCK A OF 
THE CARVER ADDITION, ACCORDING 
TO THE MAP OF THE CITY OF DAWSON 
BY MARBURY AND WRIGHT, THE SAME 
BEING MORE SPECIFICALLY 
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: BEGIN AT 
THE NORTHWEST INTERSECTION OF 
EAST LEE STREET AND NORTH GRAY 
STREET AND FROM SAID POINT RUN 
THENCE IN A WESTERLY DIRECTION 

ALONG THE NORTH RIGHT OF WAY OF 
EAST LEE STREET FOR A DISTANCE OF 
150 FEET; THENCE RUN NORTH FOR A 
DISTANCE OF 230 FEET; THENCE RUN 
EAST FOR A DISTANCE OF 55 FEET; 
THENCE RUN SOUTH FOR A DISTANCE 
OF 25 FEET; THENCE RUN EAST FOR A 
DISTANCE OF 95 FEET TO A POINT ON 
THE WEST RIGHT OF WAY OF NORTH 
GRAY STREET; THENCE RUN SOUTH 
205 FEET ALONG THE WEST RIGHT OF 
WAY OF NORTH GRAY STREET TO THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING. THE PROPERTY 
HEREIN DESCRIBED IN LOTS 14, 15 
AND 16 OF BLOCK A OF THE CARVER 
ADDITION ACCORDING TO THE MAP OF 
THE CITY OF DAWSON BY MARBURY 
AND WRIGHT ARE ALL OF SAID LOTS 
EXCEPT THAT PORTION DESCRIBED 
IN THAT CERTAIN DEED RECORDED 
IN THE PUBLIC DEED RECORDS OF 
TERRELL COUNTY, GEORGIA
IN DEED BOOK HH, PAGE 388, WHICH 
BY REFERENCE HERETO IS INCORPO-
RATED HEREIN AND MADE A PART OF 
THIS DESCRIPTION.
Said property may more commonly be 
known as 768 E Lee St, Dawson, GA 
39842.
The debt secured by said Security Deed 
has been and is hereby declared due 
because of, among other possible events 
of default, non-payment of the monthly 
installments on said loan. The debt re-
maining in default, this sale will be made 
for the purpose of paying the same and all 
expenses of this sale, including attorney’s 
fees (notice of intent to collect attorney’s 
fees having been given).
The individual or entity that has full authority 
to negotiate, amend and modify all terms of 
the loan is UMB Bank, National Association, 
not in its individual capacity but solely as 
owner trustee for Verus Securitization Trust 
2024-4, 75 Beattie Place, Greenville, SC 
29601; telephone: (800) 365-7107.
Said property will be sold on an “as-is” basis 
without any representation, warranty or 
recourse against the above-named or the 
undersigned. The sale will also be subject 
to the following items which may affect 
the title: a) zoning ordinances; b) matters 
which would be disclosed by an accurate 
survey or by an inspection of the property; 
c) any outstanding ad valorem taxes, in-
cluding taxes, which constitute liens upon 
said property whether or not now due and 
payable; d) special assessments; e) the 
right of redemption of any taxing authority; 
f) all outstanding bills for public utilities 
which constitute liens upon said property; 
g) all restrictive covenants, easements, 
rights-of-way and any other matters of 
record superior to said Security Deed. To 
the best of the knowledge and belief of the 
undersigned, the owners and party in pos-
session of the property are Alyse Tackore 
and/or tenant(s). The sale will be conducted 
subject to 1) confirmation that the sale is not 
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy code, 
2) final confirmation and audit of the status 
of the loan with the holder of the Security 
Deed, and 3) any legal impediments to the 
undertaking and completion of sale.
The Financial Crimes Enforcement Net-
work (“FinCEN”), a bureau of the U.S. 
Department of Treasury, now requires the 
collection, certification and reporting of 
certain information relating tonon-financed 
transfers of real property to legal entities 
and/or trusts, which such information the 
successful bidder(s) shall be expected 
to provide to the auctioneer at the time of 
the subject sale. Interested bidders with 
questions regarding the necessary infor-
mation to be provided are hereby directed, 
generally, to FinCEN’s website and, more 
specifically to the FinCEN Real Estate 
Report located in the forms bank thereof.
UMB Bank, National Association, not in 
its individual capacity but solely as owner 
trustee for Verus Securitization Trust 2024-
4. as Attorney-in-Fact for Alyse Tackore

Contact: PADGETT LAW GROUP: 6267 
Old Water Oak Road, Suite 203, Tallahas-
see, FL 32312; telephone: (850) 422-2520
25-006467

May 28, June 4, 11, 18, 25, July 2, 2026

D-083
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-

TORS 
GEORGIA, TERRELL COUNTY 
All creditors of the estate of MARILYN 
MOORE POPE, deceased, late of Terrell 
County, Georgia are hereby notified to 
render in their demands to the undersigned 
according to law, and all persons indebted 
to law, and all persons indebted to said 
estate are required to make immediate 
payment. 
This 17TH day of JUNE, 2026 

PRESTON WADE POPE,
ADMINISTRATOR 

MARILYN MOORE POPE, DECEASED 
COLLIER & GAMBLE, LLP 

WILBUR T. GAMBLE, III 
P.O. BOX 577 

DAWSON, GEORGIA 39842
June 25, July 2, 9, 16, 2026

D-081
	 				    PUBLICATION
TERRELL COUNTY JUVENILE COURT
IN THE MATTER OF: J.R.N.DE. AKA 
J.DU., B/F, DOB: 06/27/2022;
To:	 Keeshya Decoteau, mother of the 
above referenced female child born 
June 27, 2022.
To: 	 Unknown Putative Biological Father 
of the above referenced female child born 
June 27, 2022.
	  A petition was filed in this Court by 
Terrell County Department of Family and 
Children Services on the 19th day of May, 
2026.  The Petition alleges the above-ref-
erenced child to be dependent according 
to Georgia law and seeks termination of 
your parental rights, if any.   You may 
obtain a copy of the Petition, which sets 
forth the specific allegations in detail, from 
the Clerk of Juvenile Court of Terrell County, 
499 Roundtree Drive, Dawson, Georgia, 
phone is 229-995-2631.
By authority of an Order for Service by 
Publication by the Judge of said Court 
on the 19TH day of May, 2026, you are 
commanded to be an appear in the Ju-
venile Court of Terrell County, Georgia, 
at the Terrell County Courthouse located 
at 235 East Lee Street, Dawson, Georgia, 
within sixty (60) days of said Order for 
Service by Publication and on the 1st 
day of September, 2026, at 9:00  a.m. to 
then and there make defense to allegations 
of the petition, and to show cause why the 
prayers of the petition should not be grant-
ed, and why the said child and all parties 
named herein should not be dealt with 
according to the provisions of the law.  The 
hearing is for the purpose of terminating 
your parental rights.
	 You or any other interested party may file 
a written objection or answer on or before 
the date and time for the hearing stated 
above by filing the same at the office of the 
Clerk of Juvenile Court of Terrell County, 
Georgia, and the Petitioner’s Attorney, 
Brumby M. Dwyer.
	 Witness the Honorable Edward R. 
Collier, Judge of said Court this 21ST 
day of May, 2026.

Tina Ivey
 Clerk of Terrell County Juvenile Court

Brumby M. Dwyer
Special Assistant Attorney General
Post Office Box 71412, Albany, Georgia 
31708
Phone (229) 854-3379, Georgia Bar Num-
ber 492098

June 18, 25, July 2, 9, 2026
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The year the United 
States came to be was an 
interesting time to be alive, 
particularly for those liv-
ing in colonial America. 
The American Revolution-
ary War began in 1776, 
and much of the year was 
marked by events stem-
ming from that conflict. 
Below are some of the more 
notable events to take place 
during a year that has come 
to symbolize so much to 
generations of Americans.

• Thomas Paine publish-
es his 47-page pamphlet 
Common Sense in Philadel-
phia on January 10. Initial-
ly published anonymously, 
the pamphlet is considered 
a watershed moment in 
American history, as Paine’s 
easily digestible writing 
style appealed to the mass-
es, helping promote his ar-
guments that encouraged 
common people to fight for 
an egalitarian government.

• The Battle of Moore’s 
Creek Bridge takes place 

near Wilmington, North 
Carolina on February 27. 
The battle is sparked when 
loyalists, after storm-
ing across a bridge over 
Moore’s Creek, attack a 
group of men they believe 
to be rebels. Though the 
engagement was brief, two 
loyalist leaders are killed, 
another is captured and the 
force is scattered. The failed 
attempt later complicated 
efforts to recruit loyalists in 
the area to fight.

• The Fifth Virginia Con-
vention is held in Williams-
burg between May 6 and 
July 5. The meeting of the 
Patriot legislature of Vir-
ginia ultimately leads to the 
declaration of Virginia as 
an independent state and 
the production of the Vir-
ginia Declaration of Rights, 
which asserts the state’s 
right to reform or abolish 
any form of government it 
deems inadequate.

• Thomas Hickey be-
comes an early casualty of 
the burgeoning conflict be-
tween the colonies and En-
gland when the Irish-born 

soldier is the first to be ex-
ecuted by the Continental 
Army for “mutiny, sedition, 
and treachery” on June 28 
in New York City. Hickey 
had been part of a protective 
detail for General George 
Washington but was brief-
ly jailed for passing coun-
terfeit money. During that 
brief incarceration, Hickey 
told a fellow prisoner he 
was part of a conspiracy, 
and reports ultimately in-
dicated he might have been 
part of a plot to assassinate 
General Washington, which 
proved enough to warrant 
his execution.

• An uptick incidents of 
violence between Native 
Americans and settlers in 
Kentucky was a ripple ef-
fect of the American Rev-
olutionary War, and that 
increase in aggression was 
behind the capture of Jemi-
ma Boone and the Callaway 
girls on July 14. Days later 
Daniel Boone led a suc-
cessful attempt to rescue 
his daughter and Elizabeth 
and Frances Callaway, who 
were the children of Colo-

nel Richard Callaway, one 
of the first white settlers in 
Kentucky. A fictionalized 
version of the incident was 
included in James Fenni-
more Cooper’s novel The 
Last of the Mohicans.

• The Great Fire of New 
York destroys as much as 

25 percent of all build-
ings in New York City as 
it burns through areas in 
lower Manhattan on Sep-
tember 20 and 21. The fire 
broke out shortly after Brit-
ish forces began occupying 
the city. While each side 
accused the other of arson 

in the aftermath of the fire, 
historians dispute such as-
sertions, noting the fire 
likely started with burning 
rooftop debris before windy 
conditions spread the con-
flagration to surrounding 
buildings.

114 YEARS OF BANKING SERVICE

209 North Main Street

Main: 995-2141
Bookkeeping: 995-2337

THE DAWSON NEWS -

Insurance Market Inc.
514 E. Lee Street  ·  P.O. Box 547

Dawson, GA 39842                229.995.4469

Auto * Home * Life * Farm * Business

®

July 4th is such a big day for
picnics, it’s easy to forget what
the celebration is all about.   July
4th marks the anniversary of the
Declaration of Independence.  

Freedom is the foundation
upon which our country stands.
It promises each of us an equal
vote in determining the practices
and policies of our great nation.  

This 4th of July, let’s all cele-
brate our freedom and be thank-
ful that we live in a country where
we can stand up for what we
believe in.
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pivotal period, when he was 
notably dragged through 
the streets by angry rioters. 
By the mid-1770s, Hooper 
had changed course, and 
was even among the three 
delegates chosen to repre-
sent North Carolina at the 
First Continental Congress 
in 1774. Prior to that con-
ference, Hooper wrote to 
a friend that the colonies 
were destined to win inde-
pendence from the Crown, 
an assertion that ultimately 
earned him the nickname 
the “Prophet of Indepen-
dence.” Hooper signed the 
Declaration of Indepen-
dence but illness forced him 
to retire from politics. He 
continued to support the 
war effort, donating much 
of his legal earnings to the 
colonists’ cause, and was so 
reviled by the British that 
his home was burned down 
when Wilmington was tak-
en by Crown forces in 1781.

• John Witherspoon: 
John Witherspoon was 
born in Scotland in 1723 
and moved to what would 
become the United States 
in 1768. Witherspoon is 
unique among signatories 
of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence because he is the 
only active clergyman and 
the only college president to 
sign the document. Wither-
spoon later signed the Ar-
ticles of Confederation and 
supported the ratification 
of the Constitution. With-
erspoon came to New Jer-
sey to become president of 
the College of New Jersey 
(now Princeton University), 
which educated many no-
table figures from the era, 
including James Madison 
and Aaron Burr. All told, 12 
members of the Continen-
tal Congress studied at the 
school while Witherspoon 
was president. The Pres-
byterian Witherspoon sup-
ported colonial indepen-
dence for various reasons, 

and was especially opposed 
to the Crown’s attempt to 
appoint an American An-
glican bishop, speaking out 
against British interference 
in colonial affairs in a ser-
mon titled “The Domin-
ion of Providence Over the 
Passions of Men” during a 
1776 sermon. Like Hooper, 
Witherspoon was convinced 
independence was the path 
forward for the colonies.

• Roger Sherman: Born 
in Newton, Massachusetts, 
in 1721, Roger Sherman was 
a multitalented Founding 
Father who began to study 
law in the mid-1750s after 
working as an author, gen-
eral store owner, and sur-
veyor, among other jobs. By 
1766, Sherman was so es-
tablished in the legal profes-
sion that he was appointed a 
judge of the Superior Court 

of Connecticut. Though he 
initially expressed reserva-
tions regarding colonists’ 
resistance to the Crown, by 
1774 he agreed to serve as 
a Connecticut delegate to 
the First Continental Con-

gress. Sherman joined the 
committee to draft the Dec-
laration of Independence in 
mid-1776, and later repre-
sented Connecticut on the 
drafting committee of the 
Articles of Confederation. 

Sherman also holds the 
unique distinction of being 
the only person to sign the 
Declaration of Indepen-
dence, the Articles of Con-
federation and the Consti-
tution.

Merritt Pecan Company
Hwy. 520, Weston, GA.   229-828-6610

This great nation is the product of its people ... and
the strength of their ideals.

As we celebrate the anniversary of our independence,
let’s also applaud America... her people... her freedom.

“Supplying Products that Build Dreams... since 1941”
1158 Forrester Drive, Dawson, GA           (229) 995-3353

The Declaration of Independence gave birth to the United States and
proclaimed us an independent nation, and the Constitution established a system of
free and popular government.

Together, these documents reaffirm our commitment to democracy and
government by the people.

Take time to reflect on the freedoms we enjoy this Independence Day.

CLOSING INDEPENDENCE DAY
We will be closed on Friday, July 3 and Independence Day, July 4th. 

We will re-open on Monday July 6.
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Graves Highway                                        995-2364

Tri-County Ready Mix
Concrete Company
McMath Concrete
Constructors, Inc.

Revered in American history are those virtues and
ideals established, maintained and staunchly guarded
by all Americans of past and present times. 

These ideals of country, freedom, liberty and justice
for all - guard them well, America - they are part of
our glory and our joy! 

Be proud to be an American!
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	The United States is the fourth largest 
country in the world in terms of total area. 
According to The World Factbook, the U.S. 
features more than 9.8 million square kilo-
meters (roughly 3.8 million square miles), 
and the country’s terrain is as diverse as the 
people who call the nation home. Each state 
in the United States has at least one nick-
name, and those monikers can be a fun way 
to spark discussions and learn more about 
each of the 50 states that make up the coun-
try.

Alabama
Cotton State, Yellowhammer State
Alaska
The Last Frontier
Arizona
Grand Canyon State
Arkansas
Natural State
California
Golden State
Colorado
Centennial State
Connecticut
Nutmeg State, Constitution State
Delaware
The First State, Diamond State
Florida
Sunshine State
Georgia 
Peach State, Empire State of the South
Hawaii
Aloha State

Idaho
Gem State
Illinois
Prairie State, Land of Lincoln
Indiana
Hoosier State
Iowa
Hawkeye State, Corn State
Kansas
Sunflower State
Kentucky
Bluegrass State
Louisiana
Pelican State, Creole State, Sugar State
Maine
Pine Tree State
Maryland
Free State, Old Line State
Massachusetts
Bay State, Old Colony State
Michigan
Wolverine State, Great Lake State
Minnesota
North Star State, Gopher State, Land of 
10,000 Lakes, Land of Sky-Blue Waters
Mississippi
Magnolia State
Missouri
Show Me State
Montana
Treasure State, Big Sky Country
Nebraska
Cornhusker State, Beef State
Nevada
Silver State, Sagebrush State, Battle Born State
New Hampshire
Granite State

New Jersey
Garden State
New Mexico
Land of Enchantment
New York
Empire State
North Carolina
Tar Heel State, Old North State
North Dakota
Flickertail State, Sioux State, Peace Garden 
State
Ohio
Buckeye State
Oklahoma
Sooner State
Oregon
Beaver State
Pennsylvania
Keystone State
Rhode Island
Ocean State, Little Rhody

South Carolina
Palmetto State
South Dakota
The Mount Rushmore State
Tennessee
Volunteer State
Texas
Lone Star State
Utah
Beehive State
Vermont
Green Mountain State
Virginia
The Old Dominion, Mother of Presidents
Washington
Evergreen State, Chinook State
West Virginia
Mountain State
Wisconsin
Badger State, America’s Dairyland
Wyoming
Equality State

Nicknames for all 50 states

Georgia is the Peach State, but did you know the other states' nicknames?/SPECIAL PHOTO

FOUNDING FATHERS
Continued from page 1

 What makes
 us great.
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We’re happy and proud to
join you and your family in
celebrating yet another
birthday of the greatest
nation on Earth. 

The ideals and principles
on which our country was
founded have resulted in the
many freedoms we enjoy
today, including the freedom
to think and act as individuals.

Happy Birthday America!
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	The Declaration of Indepen-
dence is a formal document that 
served as the signatory colonies’ 
statement that they were now 
“free and independent States.” It 
is a vital document in American 
history.

On July 1, 1776, delegates from 
the original 13 colonies, making 
up the Second Continental Con-
gress, met in Philadelphia to vote 
on Richard Henry Lee’s motion 
for independence. After some de-
liberation, ultimately 12 of the 13 
delegates voted in favor. In recog-
nition of those 12 delegates, here 
are 12 facts regarding the Declara-
tion of Independence.

1. The drafted document was 
officially adopted on July 4, 1776, 
two days after freedom from Brit-
ain was approved. However, most 

delegates signed the document 
on August 2, 1776, while others 
signed on a later date. John Dick-
inson and Robert R. Livingston 
never signed the Declaration of 
Independence.

2. John Dunlap was the official 
printer of Congress at the time. 
He worked all night and into the 
morning of July 5 to produce the 
large, single-sided sheet, known 
as a broadside. About 200 copies 
of Dunlap’s broadside were made. 

3. The University of Virginia 
owns two copies of a rare early 
printing of the Declaration. It is 
on display in the Albert and Shir-
ley Small Special Collections Li-
brary. It is believed the copy once 
belonged to George Washington.

4. Benjamin Franklin, George 
Read, Roger Sherman, Rob-
ert Morris, George Clymer, and 
James Wilson signed both the 

Declaration of Independence and 
the U.S. Constitution.

5. The Declaration of Indepen-
dence and the Constitution were 
hidden at Fort Knox during World 
War II, two weeks after Pearl Har-
bor was attacked. 

6. Despite what the movie “Na-
tional Treasure” will have one be-
lieve, the message on the back of 
the document is visible and reads 
“Original Declaration of Indepen-
dence dated 4th July 1776.”

7. Richard Stockton, a lawyer 
from New Jersey, was a signer of 
the Declaration who later recanted 
his support of the American revo-
lution. He subsequently swore his 
allegiance to King George III after 
being captured by the British.

8. In 1989, an original Dunlap 
Broadside was found hidden be-
hind a picture a Philadelphia man 
bought at a flea market for $4. It 

later sold for $8.1 million. Ulti-
mately, 26 copies of the original 
prints have been found.

9. The United States celebrates 
Independence Day on July 4th, 
even though independence was 
accepted on July 2nd.

10. Early on, not everyone in 
America was supportive of the 
Declaration of Independence. 
Partisan politics led to discord. 
Federalist John Adams was feud-
ing with Republicans and Thomas 
Jefferson. The anniversary date 
of the signing was not widely cel-
ebrated until the Federalists were 
no longer involved in politics.

11. The one-year anniversary of 
Independence Day and the cele-
bration of the adoption of the Dec-
laration of Independence slipped 
the minds of Congress in 1777. 
When they remembered it was 
July 3rd, they planned a last-min-

ute celebration on July 4th, and 
each year thereafter.

12. John Trumbull’s painting 
“Declaration of Independence,” 
which was made into a lithograph 
replica by Ralph Trembly, hangs 
in the Rotunda of the U.S. Cap-
itol. It is a fictional depiction of 
the five-man drafting committee 
presenting their draft to Congress, 
and not the signing. The painting 
shows 42 of the 56 signees, since 
Trumbull couldn’t get likenesses 
of all involved. The men featured 
in the painting were never all in 
the room at the same time during 
the Declaration’s debate and sign-
ing. 

The Declaration of Indepen-
dence is a key document in Amer-
ican history, and its words are cel-
ebrated each Independence Day.

Getting to know the Declaration of Independence
SPECIAL TO THE DAWSON NEWS



development, business, public 
safety, community events and the 
people shaping life across Dawson 
and the surrounding area.

Leaders with the Georgia Trust 
for Local News say making trusted 
local journalism easier to access is 
central to their mission.

"Community journalism is 
about strengthening our connec-

tions to each other and our un-
derstanding of the world around 
us," a spokesperson for the Geor-
gia Trust for Local News said. "It's 
how folks keep tabs on local gov-
ernments and school boards, fol-
low high school sports and learn 
what's going on in their neighbor-
hoods."

Readers are encouraged to sub-
scribe through The Albany Herald 
website for full digital access to 
Dawson News coverage and to fol-

low the Dawson News Facebook 
page for breaking news, story up-
dates and community conversa-
tions.

Community input will remain 
an important part of Dawson 
News' coverage.

Residents with story ideas, up-
coming events, questions or issues 
they believe deserve attention are 
encouraged to contact Dawson 
News reporter Kathryn Crockett 
at kathryn@albanyherald.com.

"Local journalism is most valu-
able when it reflects the voices and 
experiences of the community it 
serves," Crockett said. "Whether 
it's a government issue that de-
serves closer scrutiny, a local busi-
ness success, a school achieve-
ment or an event that brings 
people together, we want to hear 
from the people of Terrell County. 
Our goal is to tell the stories that 
matter most to this community."

The Dawson News' expand-
ed digital presence is intended to 
make local reporting more acces-
sible while strengthening connec-
tions throughout Terrell County. 

By combining in-depth report-
ing for The Dawson News via The 
Albany Herald website with timely 
updates on social media, readers 
can stay informed wherever they 
are while continuing to support 
local journalism that serves their 
community.

Across both elections, turnout was 
concentrated among older residents. The 
largest voting blocs in both May and June 
were voters between 55 and 79 years old, 
with participation peaking among those 
ages 65 to 69. In the June runoff alone, 
nearly seven out of every 10 ballots were 
cast by voters ages 55 through 79.

Younger adults participated at much 
lower rates.

Only 71 runoff voters were under age 
40, despite those age groups accounting 
for a substantial portion of the county's 
registered voters. The figures reflect a 
long-standing national trend in which 
older Americans consistently vote at 
higher rates than younger adults, partic-
ularly in primary and runoff elections.

The racial composition of the elector-
ate changed markedly between the two 
elections.

In the May 19 primary, black voters 
cast 915 ballots compared with 699 cast 
by white voters, meaning black voters ac-
counted for approximately 53% of all bal-
lots cast. But four weeks later, the June 
16 runoff produced a very different elec-
torate.

White voters cast 542 ballots, while 
black voters cast 326, making white vot-
ers nearly 59% of all runoff participants. 
The shift was driven not by an increase in 
white turnout, but by a much steeper de-
cline in black voter participation between 
the primary and the runoff.

The shift resulted primarily from dif-
ferences in voter retention between the 
two elections. Black participation de-
clined by approximately 64%, while white 
participation declined by about 22%.

Because runoff elections include few-
er contested races and often generate less 
public attention, political scientists gen-
erally expect participation to fall. Terrell 
County's results illustrate that the decline 
was not evenly distributed across demo-
graphic groups. Despite recent U.S. Cen-
sus estimates indicating Terrell County's 
resident population remains majority 
black, white voters represented the ma-
jority of those participating in the runoff.

Population statistics and election 
turnout measure different things. Census 
data include children and non-citizens 
who cannot vote, while turnout reflects 
only registered voters who cast ballots.

Even so, comparing the two highlights 
that the demographic makeup of voters 
can differ substantially from the county's 
overall population, particularly in low-
er-turnout elections.

Gender participation showed little 
variation. In the May 19 primary, wom-
en accounted for 59.6% of all ballots 
cast, while men represented 40.4%. The 
results are consistent with long-stand-
ing national voting patterns, which have 
shown women turning out to vote at 
higher rates than men in most elections 

for several decades.
Because May 19 was Georgia's state-

wide primary election, voters selected 
either a Democratic or Republican bal-
lot, while a small number participated in 
nonpartisan contests. Terrell County re-
corded 1,004 Democratic ballots, 704 Re-
publican ballots and 23 nonpartisan bal-
lots. Participation declined substantially 
in the June 16 primary runoff, with 572 
Republican voters and 350 Democratic 
voters casting ballots.

Those totals reflect only voters who 
had contested races remaining on their 
chosen primary ballot and should not be 
interpreted as party registration figures, 
as Georgia does not register voters by po-
litical party.

The June 16 primary runoff drew 922 
voters, 809 fewer than the 1,731 who par-
ticipated in the May 19 primary, which 
represents a 46.7% decline in turnout, 
with voter participation falling from 
28.6% of Terrell County's 6,048 active 
registered voters to 15.2%.

In other words, fewer than one in six 
registered voters returned to the polls for 
the runoff.

While the election data identify clear 
patterns in voter participation, they do 
not explain why some residents voted 
while others did not. The results never-
theless point to several areas that merit 
further examination, including why older 
voters participate at significantly higher 
rates than younger adults, what factors 
contributed to the sharper decline in 
black voter turnout between the primary 
and runoff, and how campaign activity, 
media coverage, voter outreach and the 
number of contested races may have in-
fluenced participation.

The findings also invite questions 
about whether practical barriers, such as 
work schedules, transportation or voter 
engagement efforts, affect turnout among 
younger voters. Those are questions that 
extend well beyond a single election cycle 
and are central to understanding long-
term civic participation in Terrell County.

With fewer than one-third of regis-
tered voters participating in the May pri-
mary and only about one in six returning 
for the runoff, the data illustrate how 
quickly the electorate can shrink between 
successive elections — and how its demo-
graphic makeup can change as turnout 
declines.

As Terrell County voters prepare to 
return to the polls in November, the pri-
mary and runoff results provide a useful 
benchmark for understanding recent vot-
ing patterns.

Whether turnout rebounds to levels 
more typical of general elections — and 
whether younger voters and demograph-
ic groups that participated at lower rates 
in the spring return to the polls — will 
help determine how representative No-
vember's electorate is of the county's 
more than 6,000 registered voters.
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Total Votes 383 172 5 0 560

Election Day Advance 
Voting

Absentee by 
Mail

Provisional Total

Unresolved Write-In 0 0 0 0 0

Election Day Advance Voti Absentee by Provisional Total
Times Cast 388 179 6 0 573 / 6,055 9.46%

Precincts Reported: 6 of 6 (100.00%)
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Greg Dolezal 198 104 3 0 305
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Dana Barrett 48 34 18 0 100
Penny Brown Reynolds 114 82 53 0 249
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DeAndre Mathis 60 26 28 0 114
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Fred "Bubba" Longgrear 178 75 3 0 256
Richard Woods (I) 187 92 2 0 281
Total Votes 365 167 5 0 537
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Nikki Porcher 101 78 44 0 223
Michelle Michi Sanchez 58 38 23 0 119
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