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Mrs. Marilyn Siprell Dye 
Smith

Marilyn Siprell Dye Smith, 
age 91, long term resident of 
Whitehall Lane, Albany, GA 
and current resident of Tal-
lahassee, FL died peacefully 
August 25, 2026.

Mrs. Smith was born Sep-
tember 6, 1934 in West Elkton, 
OH and moved to Apalachicola, 
FL when she was 12 years old. 
She graduated high school in 
1952. She enjoyed traveling the 
world as an Air Force wife and 
ensured her family actively 
participated in the culture of 
each community. She settled in 
Albany in 1971 and subse-
quently retired from U.S. Civil 
Service employment at the 
Albany Marine Corps Logistics 
Base. Mrs. Smith took great 
pleasure in her retirement and 
stayed busy with gardening, 
cooking, reading and volun-
teering. She was an active 
member of the National 
Association of Retired Federal 
Employees (NARFE) holding 
various offices, the Golden Key 
Club and served numerous 
years as a volunteer at Phoebe 
Putney Hospital. She also 
found time to be a volunteer 
box office worker at Theater 
Albany. She devoted many 
hours to Morningside Methodist 
Church and her Anchor Sunday 
School class.

Mrs. Smith is survived by her 
children Donna J. Dye (Gary 
B. Sharpe) of Tallahassee, FL, 
Rhonda Dye McDougall (Martin 
Van Moss) of Greenville, SC, 
Kevin H. Dye (Sheila), nine 
grandchildren and nineteen 
great grandchildren. She is 
also survived by sister Shirley 
Brown of Bristol, FL.
    Mrs. Smith is preceded 
in death by her husbands, 
Thomas H. Dye and Alphaeus 
C. Smith, her long time com-
panion, Lester B. Watson and 
her son Roy O. Dye and his 
wife Lori. She is also preceded 
in death by her parents, 
Howard O. and Nona Divine 
Siprell, sisters Marjorie Siprell 
Reed, Doris Siprell Lucas and 
brothers Kenneth R. Siprell, 
Gerald (Buck) Siprell, Robert 
(Bobby) Siprell and Howard L. 
Siprell as well as a grandson, 
Thomas R. Dye.
    Whether she was called 
Mother, Mom, Granny, Marilyn 
or Mrs. Smith, she will be 
missed by all who knew and 
loved her. Memories of her 
generosity, good cooking, 
laughter and volunteering will 
be remembered by family, 
friends and her church commu-
nity.
    The funeral will be held 
Saturday, September 5, 2026 
12:00PM at Kimbrell Stern 
Funeral Home, 1503 Dawson 
Rd, Albany, GA with interment 
to follow at Crown Hill Cem-
etery. Morningside Methodist 
Church pastor Jan Masters will 
officiate.
    The family will receive 
friends at Kimbrell Stern 
11:00AM to 12:00PM  prior to 
the funeral services. In lieu of 
flowers, memorial contributions 
may be made to Morningside 
Methodist Church or the 
American Cancer Society.
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praising, assessing and equal-
izing the value of taxable real 

and personal property in the 
county.

The county will monitor 
the criminal proceedings and 
follow state law and county 
procedures in the matter, the 

statement said, and will not 
comment on the specific al-
legations, evidence or inves-
tigation.

“I think the statement speaks 
for itself,” Shalishali said.

CASE
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at the facility. 
The two large chillers that 

provide cooling date back to 
the opening of the facility 34 
years ago. The system has been 
rebuilt once during that time.

Commissioner Victor Ed-
wards, who joined Johnson 
and Commission Chairman Lo-
renzo Heard in a vote to reject 
the $43,050 request, said that 
rebuilding the current system 
would save approximately $2 
million and bring the project 
within months instead of the 
2028 time frame for the plan 
that would replace the origi-
nal chillers.

“The wise thing to do in this 
type of situation is to push 
the one that gets it across the 
finish line and does it faster,” 
Johnson said.

The county does not have the 

personnel capable of some of 
the mechanical work involved 
in the project, Commissioner 
Ed Newsome said.

“We don’t have a mechani-
cal engineer on staff,” he said. 
“This is for mechanical engi-
neering, specs and everything.”

Separate motions to accept 
the proposal and to reject it 
both failed in a 3-3 tie, with 
Commissioner Gloria Gaines 
abstaining on each of the mo-
tions. She asked to table the 
issue so that she could learn 
more, a motion that also was 
rejected.

“I am not clear in my mind 
yet in the difference between 
the scope and what kind of 
warranties we have between 
the two options,” she said.

In a separate agenda item, 
the commission voted unani-
mously to impose a six-month 
moratorium on large-scale data 
center projects. 

The commission had ear-

lier this year imposed a brief 
“pause” and extended it to al-
low for time to draft regulations 
for data center facilities in the 
event a developer proposes lo-
cating one in the county.

Commissioners also heard 
from one resident who had 
questions about the tax valua-
tion notices that hit mailboxes 
last week. 

The notices are not a tax bill, 
and residents’ final bills will 
depend on the millage rate set 
by commissioners. The reval-
uation of all properties in the 
county, the first performed in 
more than a decade, caused 
concern because some prop-
erty values were more than 
double the amount from the 
previous year.

Commissioners will set the 
millage rate after all appeals 
are heard on the new proper-
ty values, a process that could 
take a while as the number of 
appeals is expected to be large.
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Presley’s line.
“When Skylar braced him-

self and took a step back, he 
landed right on the treble hook 
we had just untangled,” Mathis 
said. “When that happened, I 
grabbed the rod and was try-
ing to find something to cut 
the line with. I told him I’d 
cut the line, and we’d go to 
the hospital.”

Presley sat on the front deck 
of the boat and said, “No, we 
ain’t going to the hospital. We 
got him hooked. We’re catch-
ing him.”

So Mathis and Carder took 
the fight to the front of the 
boat while Presley took care 
of his foot in the back.

“Skyler wrapped the weight 
and shank of the hook up to 
his Croc so it wouldn’t bounce 
and snatch the hook in his foot 
when the boat bounced,” Mathis 
said. “We ended up getting an-

other hook into the gator and 
got him pulled up to the side 
of the boat.”

Mathis said the trioy attempt-
ed to harpoon the gator in an 
effort to attach a float to him 
so they could track him if their 
lines broke.

“When I hit him the first time 
in the back with the harpoon, 
the tip bent because his hide 
was so thick,” he said. “I got 
another tip and harpooned 
him by the back leg.”

At this point, the gator was 
tangled in the two lines, and 
they could only raise his tail.

They adventurers eventual-
ly got the lines untangled and 
were able to bring its head up 
and dispatch him with a shot 
from a bang stick.

“We got him up, and with a 
gator that big, we couldn’t tell 
if he was dead,” Mathis said. 
“So, this being our first time 
ever doing this, we were a lit-
tle skeptical, so I loaded the 
bang stick and hit him again 
on top of the head. We got his 
head up again and wrapped 

his mouth with tape in case 
he tried to bite us.

“Then we tried to pull him 
into the boat, and that just 
wasn’t working. We tried pull-
ing him in by his head, by his 
tail. Grabbing a leg. After fight-
ing that for a while, we tried to 
ease over to the bank and pull 
him in. We tied him to the side 
of the boat and headed for the 
boat ramp,”

There, it would take six men 
to load the gator into the boat 
to trailer it back to town. The 
Gator would measure an inch 
over 12 feet with a chunk of tail 
missing and weigh 659 pounds.

After the hunt ended, photos 
were taken by taxidermist Chris 
Leuke, who took the gator to 
his shop for processing. Pre-
sley headed to the emergency 
room to get a hook removed 
from the sole of his foot.

By sunrise he had helped 
land a gator and lost a Croc. 
However, the gator hide wal-
lets and belts that Leuke will 
create will serve as reminders 
of the trio’s epic gator hunt.

GATOR
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ACROSS
1 Word with order 

or reel
4 __ farming: 

asking for upvotes 
on Reddit

9 Catches forty 
winks

13 Hazy brew, briefly
14 Raise in relief
16 On-the-job 

protection org.
17 “Step one: make 

sure everything is 
in tune”?

19 Drill or clamp
20 Party game with 

forbidden words
21 Origin of a plot 

hole?
22 Green Gables girl
23 One with elitist 

tastes
24 “Learn to 

recognize the 
pattern of sharps 
and flats”?

27 Big heads
29 Regretted
30 Perpignan pal
33 Put a new price on
36 Wedding party 

member, perhaps
39 “Don’t wait for 

anyone else, go 
ahead and write 
a song”?

42 Beer with the 
largest single-site 
brewery in the 
world

43 Olympic judo 
medalist Rousey

44 Place for a tug
45 Opportunity org.
47 Mirror pic letters 

on social media
49 “Now play C 

major and 
C minor 
descending”?

53 Aware of
57 Onigiri wrapper
58 Tonewood used 

to make ukuleles
59 Parting mot
60 Shortly, quaintly
61 Score symbols, 

or a description of 
17-, 24-, 39-, and 
49-Across

64 Run while sitting
65 Draw out
66 Groove
67 Yuks, online
68 Short digression
69 Photo __

DOWN
1 Talents
2 Hive-minded?
3 Greta known as 

the “Swedish 
Sphinx”

4 Diet with fat 
bombs

5 Feedback 
provider, maybe

6 Triple Crown stat
7 Fliers who are 

often light-
headed?

8 Tie at a 
racetrack?

9 Zero interest
10 “Sure, that’s 

a very normal 
response ... ”

11 Baloney 
descriptor

12 Retail statistic
15 Like tulle
18 Drink brand with 

lizards in its logo
24 Springfield 

watering hole
25 Sunflower kin
26 Tommy Pickles, 

for one
28 “__ Pointe Blank”
30 Syracuse’s gp.
31 Sound from a pen
32 “My streak 

continues!”

34 Edebiri of “The 
Bear”

35 “Why are you still 
here?”

37 World Cup cheer
38 Theater director’s 

deg.
40 Nutty confections
41 Sukiyaki noodle, 

maybe
46 Words on a 

docent’s badge
48 Bird that was 

once endemic to 
Mauritius

49 __ mail
50 Airbnb option
51 Birth day party?
52 Caravan’s rest 

spot
54 Cold brew style
55 Pave the way 

for, as a topic of 
conversation

56 Removes
59 Prerequisite to 

a deal
62 Here, in Le 

Havre
63 Spain’s El __

Albany 
Classifieds
SERVICE 

DIRECTORY
Home Repair/
Remodeling

   ENHANCED
REMODELING 
& DRYWALL

 Drywall Repair Services
 Popcorn Removal
 Level 5 Drywall Finish
 Water Damage Repair
 Texture Matching
 Tape & Float
 Moldy Drywall Repair
 Demolition

WE DO SMALL 
AND BIG JOBS!

229-364-2997
Hernandez

912-432-3016
Residential-Commercial-Renovations

PAINTING 
AND HOME

REPAIR
Tile work, 

popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.

Just one call, 
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES

 229-349-5475

JOBS

Part-Time
What you’ll do as a

caregiver for my MOTHER
Foster relationships with
HER through companion-
ship and compassionate
caregiving. Assist with light
meal preparation & perform
light housekeeping duties.
Provide personal care ser-
vices, including assistance
with grooming, Transport-
ation to appointments,
Medication reminders and
managing incontinence.
The Job is 5 hours/day, 5
days a week & the pay is
$35 per hour.  You can
email me via
lawrenceejob@gmail.com
for more info.

VEHICLES

Campers/RVs
For Sale: 2019 Freedom Elite. Type
23H. Mileage 3,726.08. Call or text
229-894-2626


