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Crime Iin Alban
Residents’ fear o

By Kathryn Crockett
kathryn@albanyherald.com

ALBANY — When The Albany
Herald recently asked its Face-
book readers a simple question
— “How safe do you feel in your
own city?” — the responses cap-
tured a widening gap between
official crime data and public
perception.

The post reached more than
16,500 people in three days and
drew 117 comments. Some read-
ers described changing the times
when they leave home, where
they drive and how closely they
watch their surroundings.

“Yes it has increased,” Bev-
erly Sutton wrote of crime in a
comment on The Herald’s page.
“No, I do not feel safe anywhere.
Bolt up the doors at dark and
stay in. Period.”

But others saw a different Al-
bany.

“Inever feel unsafe when I'm
out,” Susan E. Bowser wrote.
“Just keep your eyes open, and
don’t ask for trouble.”

Thomas Charles Gieryic land-
ed between the two. “I feel rel-
atively safe, most of the time,”
he wrote. “However, I do take
precautions and try to be aware
of my surroundings.” He point-
ed to a recent shooting near the
Riverwalk as the incident that
unsettled him.

Those experiences are real.
But the Albany Police Depart-
ment’s monthly crime reports
as reported to the National In-
cident-Based Reporting Sys-
tem (NIBRS) to comply with
statewide directives from the
Georgia Bureau of Investiga-
tion through July do not show
a city in the middle of a broad

is flat.
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Albany Police Chief Michael Persley speaks during a media briefing at Albany Police Department headquarters. Persley
has used the briefings to discuss crime trends, investigations and the department’s relationship with the community.

surge in violent crime.

They show something more
complicated: a total that has
barely moved, a mix of offenses
that appears to change substan-
tially underneath it, property
crime falling, drug enforcement
rising — and residents encoun-
tering police activity more of-
ten than the crime count alone
would suggest.

A flat total, a different mix

Albany police recorded 1,200
crimes against persons from
January through July. In the
same seven months of 2025,

APD recorded 1,202 — a differ-
ence of two incidents.

Across all offenses reported
through the FBI’s NIBRS, the
department logged 3,619 Group
Ajincidents through July, down
1.4% from 3,672 a year earlier.
Group A covers crimes against
people, property and society.
Adding less-serious Group B
incidents, the total fell from
5,204 10 5,077, a decline of 2.4%.

But that flat headline number
conceals a nearly even trade.

Assaults and killings fell across
the board. Homicides dropped

CRIME DATA

EXPLORER

Special Logo: FBI National Incident-Based Reporting System.
FBI Crime Data Explorer figures show Albany Police Depart-
ment aggravated-assault reports from August 2021 through
August 2026. During that five-year period, APD reported
2,576 aggravated-assault offenses and 579 clearances.

from 10 to eight. Aggravated
assaults fell from 290 to 254,
a decline of 12.4%. Simple as-
saults fell from 702 to 622, or
11.4%. Together, those three

categories actually accounted
for 118 fewer incidents than in
the same period last year.
Three other categories rose by
almost just as much. Reported

sex offenses climbed from 42 to
70, an increase of nearly 67%.
Intimidation reports rose from
138 to 219, or almost 59%. Kid-
napping or abduction reports
went from 18 to 20. Those three
added 111 incidents.

The result is a category that
looks unchanged in total while the
experience inside it has shifted
considerably. Albany reported
meaningfully fewer beatings and
shootings this year — with sig-
nificantly more sexual offenses
and threats.

That comes with a caveat that
cuts both ways. NIBRS counts
crimes reported to police, not
crimes committed. A sharp rise
in a category can reflect more
offenses, more willingness to re-
port them, or a change in how
a department classifies and re-
cords them. The same is true of
a decline.

Property crime is down

Property crime showed a simi-
lar disconnect between citywide
statistics and individual experi-
ence. APD reported declines in
burglary and theft through July,
but some residents responding to
The Herald described repeated
property crimes close to home.
One commenter cited “porch
pirates” and break-ins in her
neighborhood, while another said
his business had been burglar-
ized four times since December.
Others said they routinely lock
their cars and remain cautious
but had not personally experi-
enced break-ins.

Robberies dropped from 44
to 36 through July, a decline
of 18.2%. Burglaries fell from

See CRIME, 2A
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Dougherty Commissioner Gloria
Gaines to serve as honorary
sponsor of 2027 international
conference in Atlanta

By Alan Mauldin

alan.mauldin@albanyherald.com

ALBANY - In 1898, academic
and sociologist W.E.B. Du Bois
traveled to southwest Georgia
during his summer break from
teaching to investigate the lives
of black residents in the “Black
Belt” and later covered his so-
ciological studies of the region
in two chapters of his book “The
Souls of Black Folk.”

The academic and peace ac-
tivist’s visit and subsequent
account was more than an in-
tellectual exercise, however, ac-
cording to Dougherty County
Commissioner Gloria Gaines.

Du Bois’ account inspired
South Carolina native Joseph
Winthrop Holley to move to
Albany, where he founded the
Albany Bible and Manual Train-
ing Institute. The institute later

File Photo: Carlton Fletcher
Gloria Gaines

became part of the University
System of Georgia and became
a four-year college in 1943 be-
fore its last renaming in 1996 as
Albany State University.
Holley was inspired by Du
Bois’ writing, said Gaines, who

See GAINES, 2A

Phoebe Foundation invests
$2.3 million to enhance
surgical waiting experience

Staff Reporis

news@albanyherald.com

ALBANY -- The Phoebe
Foundation has invested $2.3
million to support renovations

to SurgiCare and the Surgical
Family Waiting Area at Phoe-
be Putney Memorial Hospital,
helping create a more com-
fortable and welcoming envi-

Special Photo: Phoebe

The Phoebe Foundation has invested $2.3 million to support
renovations to SurgiCare and the Surgical Family Waiting
Area at Phoebe Putney Memorial Hospital, helping create
amore comfortable and welcoming environment for fam-
ilies waiting while a loved one undergoes surgery.

vy
HERLTH FAIR

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2026
9am-12 pm
Albany Exchange Club Fairgrounds

Free to the public!

FAMILY FUN ACTIVITES,
SCREENINGS, RESOURCE
VENDORS and much morell

AAPHC

Albany Area Primary Health Care

ronment for families waiting
while a loved one undergoes
surgery.

For families, the time spent
waiting during a surgical pro-
cedure can be filled with anx-
iety. These renovations are
designed to make that experi-
ence a little easier by creating
spaces that feel warm, invit-
ing and supportive, hospital
officials said.

“Whether someone is com-
ing in for a minor procedure
or facing a more complex sur-
gery, we understand there can
be uncertainty for the patient
and for the people who love
them,” Parker Douglas, the
director of the Phoebe Foun-
dation, said in a news release.
“Through the generosity of our

See PHOEBE, 2A
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PHOEBE

donors, we have the opportunity
to create spaces where families
feel comfortable, supported
and cared for while they wait.”
The renovations will focus on
enhancing the areas where fam-
ilies gather before, during and
after aloved one’s procedure,
creating an environment that
provides comfort and reassur-
ance when it is needed most.
“The SurgiCare and Surgi-
cal Family Waiting areas are
often among the first places
our patients and families ex-

perience when they come to
us for surgery, so we want it
to feel warm, welcoming and
reassuring,” RN Amy Atchi-
son, the director of Surgical
Services at Phoebe, said. “For
families, waiting while some-
one they love is in surgery can
be incredibly stressful. Creating
a more comfortable space can
help ease some of that anxiety
and provide a better experience
during a difficult time.”

The investment reflects the
Phoebe Foundation’s commit-
ment to supporting the entire
patient and family experience.
Made possible through the
generosity of donors, projects
like this help ensure families

feel cared for not only at the
bedside, but in the moments
spent waiting, hoping and sup-
porting the people they love,
Phoebe officials said.

Work on the project began
Tuesday and will likely take
several months to finish. It will
be completed in phases to mini-
mize disruptions, but there will
be times when detours will be
required and seating capacity
will be reduced.

Anyone interested in donat-
ing to the Phoebe Foundation
to support projects like this
one that benefit patients at
Phoebe may visit www.sup-
portphoebe.org.

From 1A

GAINES

will be an honorary sponsor of
The International Conference
on W.E.B. Du Bois: Race, De-
mocracy and Global Justice in
2027. The conference is sched-
uled for April 9-11 in Atlanta.

“T am in admiration (of) his
impact on the founding of Al-
bany State University,” Gaines
said. “T also appreciate his po-
litical philosophy as well. He
was clearly identified with At-
lanta University and education.”

During her time at Albany
State, Gaines worked in the

office of civil rights attorney
C.B. King. She holds a mas-
ter’s degree in community de-
velopment and worked as an
assistant general manager for
MARTA.

Her travels also have taken
her to Africa, where she worked
and met Nelson Mandela and
Archbishop Desmond Tutu.

For the 2027 conference,
Gaines has collaborated with
individuals, including profes-
sor Preston King, C.B. King’s
youngest brother..

Last year she traveled to Ac-
cra, Ghana, where DuBois died
after he was forced out of the
United States for his opposi-
tion to nuclear weapons and

had his passport renewal de-
nied, for his 157th birthday
celebration.

The conference will feature
discussions of democracy,
equality and human dignity,
Gaines said

“Those are issues that were
important to him,” she said.
“Now is a good time to talk
about democracy. Some may
see it as under threat. I think
this conference will be timely.
It’s a timely issue, not just for
black folks as well as human
dignity and equality within the
country. I am very pleased and
very honored to be an honor-
ary sponsor.”

From 1A
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207 t0 184, or 11.1%. Larcenies

NOTICE OF
APPLICATION
FOR PACK-
AGE OF BEER
AND WINE
LICENSE

Notice is hereby given
that BP 2026 LLC, doing
business as One Leaf,
located at 1629 Clark
Ave., Albany, Georgia
31705, has made appli-
cation for an Alcoholic
Beverage License for the
off-premises package
sell of beer and wine for
consideration and ap-
proval by the appropriate
governing authority. This
notice shall be published
in the Albany Herald on
September 3rd, 5th &
10th, in compliance with
applicable law.

and thefts, the largest single
category in the report at more
than 1,000 incidents, fell from
1,102 t0 1,056, a decline of 4.2%.

The exception was motor ve-
hicle theft, which was essential-
ly unchanged at 137 incidents
compared with 136 a year earlier.
Overall, crimes against property
fell from 2,298 to 2,205, a de-
cline of 4%.

What went up

Two measures rose, and nei-
ther is a count of people being
victimized.

Crimes against society — a NI-
BRS category made up largely
of drug and weapons offenses,
which are typically discovered
by officers rather than reported
by victims — rose from 172 to
214 through July, an increase
of 24.4%. Drug offenses drove
nearly all of it, climbing from
74 10 102, or 37.8%. Weapon
law violations were nearly flat,
rising from 85 to 87.

Because many crimes against
society are detected through
police activity rather than re-
ported by victims, the increase
raises another possibility: Are
officers finding more drug of-
fenses because of more aggres-
sive or more effective enforce-
ment, rather than because drug
activity itself has increased at
the same rate?

The second measure was calls
for service. Albany police re-
ceived 50,014 calls from Jan-
uary through July, compared
with 47,509 in the same seven

months of 2025 — an increase
of about 5.3%. Calls were higher
this year in six of the first sev-
en months. February was the
exception.

A call for service is not a crime.
It can involve a disturbance, a
suspicious person, an alarm, a
welfare check, a traffic matter,
a domestic complaint or a situ-
ation that produces no criminal
offense at all.

But both measures track some-
thing residents can see, and for
many, that visibility becomes
part of their lived experience of
public safety. More drug offens-
es recorded and more calls for
service can mean more patrol
cars on neighborhood streets,
more officers outside businesses
and more police activity unfold-
ing in public — even without a
corresponding increase in the
number of people victimized.

Residents do not experience
public safety through a NIBRS
spreadsheet. They experience it
through what happens on their
street, what they see on the way
to work and what shows up on
their phones.

Michael Moses, comment-
ing on The Herald’s Facebook
post, said he believes much of
Albany’s crime is targeted or
opportunistic. “Your everyday
civilian is safe,” he wrote. “Of
course that depends on what
part of the city you're in, too.”

The department’s own call
data suggest he has a point about

geography.
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Geography matters — but
the numbers are calls, not
crime rates

Albany police divide the city
into 15 beats.

In July, Beat 8 recorded 1,179
calls for service, by far the most
of any beat and nearly seven
times the 174 calls in Beat 13.
The department’s map places
Beat 8 in central Albany, im-
mediately south of downtown.
Nearby central-city beats also
carried heavy loads: Beat 2 re-
corded 626 calls, Beat 3 recorded
625, Beat 7 had 578 and Beat
9 had 551.

Nine of the 15 beats recorded
more calls in July 2026 than their
listed 2025 monthly average.
Beat 15, on the city’s southeast
side, logged 307 calls against a
2025 monthly average of 235.
Beat 8’s 1,179 compared with a
2025 average of 1,059.

Those comparisons are not
neighborhood crime rates. They
count calls for police service,
and the department’s report
provides a 2025 monthly aver-
age rather than a July-to-July
figure. Still, the spread helps
explain how two Albany resi-
dents can live in the same city
and describe two different lev-
els of safety.

Crime now arrives on resi-
dents’ phones

There is another difference
between today’s Alba ny
and the city many residents re-
member.

Police no longer wait for a news-
paper or a television station to
report an incident. The depart-
ment publishes photographs of
wanted suspects and persons of
interest, asks followers to identify
people, posts shooting updates
and broadcasts Police Chief Mi-
chael Persley’s regular “Media
Monday” briefings directly to
the public. It also operates its
own mobile app.

Persley has repeatedly argued
that Albany’s violent-crime prob-
lem is more concentrated than
the city’s reputation suggests.
After a November 2025 shoot-
ing at 509 North Apartments,
he said random violence was
“rare,” noting that many shoot-
ings grow out of disputes or re-
lationships with a history be-
hind them.

That same thinking underpins
APD’s Repeat Offender Initia-
tive, launched this year to fo-
cus resources on the relatively
small number of people police
believe are driving much of the
city’s gun violence. “We're talk-
ing about that 1% that is actually
committing crimes,” Persley said
in January. At the same time,
the department has expanded
the way it communicates those
incidents directly to the public.

In February, Persley promot-
ed APD’s mobile app as “a re-
liable way to stay connected
without relying on rumors or
second-hand information that
may be found on social media.”
Together, those points sharpen
the central tension in Albany’s
crime picture: Police say much
of the most serious violence is
concentrated among a relative-
ly small group of people, while
the information about those in-
cidents is distributed instantly
and broadly across the city.

That change could matter. A
single Albany shooting can now
generate an initial police alert,
a department Facebook post, a
news story, a television report, a
follow-up seeking a suspect, an
arrest update and a stream of
resident posts discussing each
development.

Those are not seven shootings.
There may be seven separate en-
counters with information about
the same shooting — multiply-

ing the number of times one in-
cident enters a resident’s field
of view and potentially mak-
ing isolated events feel more
frequent than the underlying
crime data show.

Access to historical Facebook
data from other news outlets is
limited, making determining
outright whether the overall
volume of crime-related posts
actually increased a complex
issue, but an in-depth review
of recent material from sev-
eral news outlets’ social media
presence does show how fast a
single incident can travel.
‘When $30 outruns a shooting

One such example occurred
on Aug. 18, when Albany po-
lice posted a photograph seek-
ing help identifying a man who
officers said picked up $30 that
another shopper dropped at the
North Slappey Boulevard Wal-
mart and did not turn it in. It
exploded online.

By Aug. 24, a local television
station reported that the origi-
nal police post had drawn nearly
3,000 reactions, about 4,400
comments and 600 shares. The
public reaction became a news
story of its own. Current Social-
ity.io tracking of the post shows
thousands of additional inter-
actions.

Its reach dwarfed much of the
serious crime material posted
around it. Recent department
posts seeking suspects in shoot-
ings, aggravated assaults and a
homicide drew hundreds of in-
teractions. The $30 post drew
thousands.

The episode illustrates the
problem with treating social
media visibility as a measure
of public danger: What spreads
is not necessarily what is seri-
ous. Humor, outrage and nov-
elty can carry a minor incident
much farther than a killing. And
once news organizations cover
the viral response, the original
event gets another cycle of ex-
posure.

One Herald commenter, Yaz
Johnson, argued that Albany’s
reputation is shaped by what
residents continuously see and
hear, saying “negativity” leads
people to expect something bad
to happen.

Those are opinions, not evi-
dence that coverage causes fear.
But they point toward a question
that can be measured.

A seemingly local feed can
carry crime from far be-
yond Albany

A snapshot of local news re-
porting feeds shows how geog-
raphy blurs online.

Among 21 recent posts from
well-known sources of local
news media captured in a Sept.
6 review, eight involved crime,
alleged crime or criminal inves-
tigations. Most of that crime was
not in Albany. The posts included
a fatal shooting in Americus, a
shooting in Cordele, arrests af-
ter a mall shooting, a workplace
shooting in Florida, a sexual as-
sault conviction in Wisconsin,
an alleged murder in Colorado,
afinancial crime case and a law
enforcement pursuit in Quitman.

A one-day sample cannot es-
tablish that more crime is be-
ing posted about now than it
did in 2025, but it does illus-
trate the breadth of geograph-
ical content the information
environment facing someone
scrolling Facebook in Albany
presents: Violence from Alba-
ny, from surrounding counties,
from elsewhere in Georgia and
from across the country, often
arriving within minutes of one
another.

The open question is whether
readers consciously differen-
tiate between those locations,

or simply absorb the repeated
message that another person
has been shot, arrested, robbed
or killed.

Bad information spreads,
too

Locally, Police have already
had to confront the other side
of fast crime communication.

After a June 30 shooting in
which a 15-year-old was wound-
ed while playing basketball, the
department addressed online
claims that three people had
died. “At this time, reports cir-
culating on social media claim-
ing three people are deceased
are false,” it said.

Social media has become more
than a place where Albany resi-
dents talk about crime. It is now
part of how police investigate
it, how newsrooms report it,
how residents learn about it
and, sometimes, how rumors
about it spread.

Two pictures of the same city

That leaves Albany with two
accounts of public safety that
don’t fit together neatly.

One comes from the police de-
partment’s own data. Through
July, total reported crime was
down 2.4%. Property crime
fell 4%. Robberies, burglaries
and thefts all declined. Crimes
against people came within two
incidents of last year’s count —
while the offenses inside that
category shifted from assaults
toward sex offenses and threats.

The other comes from resi-
dents. Some, particularly those
who are typically considered
more vulnerable, “lock them-
selves inside after dark”. Some
avoid particular parts of town.
But some say Albany is no more
dangerous than comparable cities.

Michael Druckenmiller Jr.
argued that most local violent
crime involves people who know
one another rather than ran-
dom attacks. “If you stay away
from known problem areas and
don’t involve yourself with the
wrong crowd,” he wrote, “you
are generally safe.” The avail-
able crime data do not directly
measure whether victims and
offenders knew one another,
but they are consistent with
that broader picture: Through
July, homicides were down 20%,
aggravated assaults fell 12.4%
and robberies declined 18.2%,
even as residents continued to
report concern about shoot-
ings and public safety. Persley
has made a similar distinction,
repeatedly describing random
violence as relatively rare and
saying many shootings have a
prior dispute or “backstory.”

Others make no such distinc-
tion when deciding whether
they feel safe.

“I don’t feel safe at all, espe-
cially when the sun goes down,”
NaCole Stripling Knutson wrote.
“Even during the day I am con-
stantly looking around.”

Both can be true while the
overall count holds steady.

The unresolved question is
no longer simply whether Alba-
ny has more crime. It is which
crimes residents are encoun-
tering, where they are concen-
trated, how often police activ-
ity itself shapes what people
see — and how many times a
single act of violence reaches
them again through a screen.

Information is no longer scarce.

The harder task now belongs
to Albany residents: separating
frequency from visibility, rep-
etition from reality and percep-
tion from the broader picture
the data provide. If Albany is to
reclaim confidence in its long-
time identity as the “Good Life
City,” that distinction may actu-
ally matter as much as the crime
numbers themselves.



ALBANYHERALD.COM ¢ THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2026 « 3A

Horos

ARIES (March 21-April
19): Today is a much more
helpful day than tomorrow,
the more urgent and impor-
tant it is, the better to get it
handled today, or wait until
Saturday, which is another
above-zero day at least.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20): If you can break away
even for a short time, do it.
You could be craving a reset
and some fresh air. Grab free-
dom when you can, you’ll
likely need to buckle down
again soon.

GEMINI (May 21-June
20): Your roots are what
keep you grounded while you
learn to fly. Build your foun-
dation strong so you can soar.
Time at home can give a
respite and a recharge when
the world presses in.

CANCER (June 21-July
22): If your mind feels suffi-
ciently clear, today offers bet-
ter odds for a significant com-
munication than tomorrow.
However, do be sure you're
not reacting and just telling
yourself that youre being
logical.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22):
A lot could feel aligned to
make a money move, but it’s
not recommended today:
Stars are barely above zero
and sink again tomorrow,
plus too much emotion could
be in play.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22): You may want to offer
yourself up heart and soul —
but not every person or situa-
tion is prepared to receive
this gift in kind. Consider
what’s wanted and also what
you need to keep for yourself.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
22): A couple of days of
silence or whatever reason-
able facsimile you can pro-
vide for yourself could be just
the refreshment you need. If
you use the time to do inner
work, youll return to deck
with more to offer.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov.
21): Friends, colleagues,
allies, networking acquain-
tances — your group associa-
tions and platonic relation-
ships could be highlighted
now. Understand where each
person best fits and place

them there.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21): A good bound-
ary for yourself is to keep
over-emotionality out of the
workplace. Use your instincts,
experience, and proven hab-
its to prevail in the moment
and grow your future.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19): When you've
reached a certain point, it’s
important to give back. Teach
what you've learned through
structured settings; but also
just help people here and
there in the moment as you
go through life.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18): You might want to
get to the bottom of a situa-
tion but despite an above-
zero day score, it’s unlikely
you’ll be able to make all the
chess pieces move today.
Craft your plan and await a
day with better odds.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20): A specific relationship
or relationships in general
could be top of mind today,
but it’s not a time to make any
big decisions for another
week or two. Notice patterns,
they’re your telltale.

IF TODAY IS YOUR
BIRTHDAY: The next 30
days or so are for thinking
and planning. Integrate the
past, learn all lessons, and
consider the future, so you'll
be ready for the opportunities
lining up for you in the
remainder of 2026. October
could bring something almost
to your doorstep, you might
need to make a final push to
get it in your hand. Once
grasped, a new source of
income could arrive com-
bined with a new sense of
ease and grace. This could
even restore some lost belief
in life’s goodness. November
continues the parade of assis-
tance with a nice little sur-
prise. Later, many needed
resources could land just in
time, including more finan-
cial support. A lot could get
put into motion as needed
ideas, people, and things
arrive. December could bring
improved health, significant
success and real recognition,
just in time for the holidays.

CLUES

2 in a friendly way (8)
3 operating a plane (6)

7 LITTLE WORDS

Find the 7 words to match the 7 clues. The numbers in parentheses
represent the number of letters in each solution. Each letter
combination can be used only once, but all letter combinations

will be necessary to complete the puzzle.

1 preparing parsnips, perhaps (8)

4 place to record a brainstorm (10)
5 from Osaka, maybe (8)

6 computing pioneer Charles (7)
7 open area for driving (7)

SOLUTIONS
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JA FLY ING CH UMM
OPP EBO FAI ING PAN

ILY ESE ARD CH BB

BA AY AGE RW  WHIT

Tuesday’s Answers: 1. STOCK 2. ROCKETS 3. SPARINGLY
4. SAPPED 5. NOAH 6. ADMIRALS 7. GUTTERING
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7 LITTLE WORDS

Find the 7 words to match the 7 clues. The numbers in parentheses &
represent the number of letters in each solution. Each letter
combination can be used only once, but all letter combinations
will be necessary to complete the puzzle.

CLUES SOLUTIONS £
1 “mulligan” on an exam (6) 8
2 heedlessly (11) £
3 roofing supporters (7) §
4 Bluey’s family breed (7) g
5 starts a Model T (6) =
6 medieval Spanish fortress (8) =
7 portmanteau of laughter (7) §
ORT RET IMP CRA us
HE AL TR CH RUD
BRA ENT NKS EST ERS
LY LE EL SES HAM

Wednesday’s Answers: 1. CHOPPING 2. CHUMMILY 3. FLYING
4. WHITEBOARD_ 5. JAPANESE 6. BABBAGE 7. FAIRWAY _g/10

QUOTE OF THE DAY

"Never confuse movement with action.”

Ernest Hemingway,
writer (1899-1961)

CORRECTION

This newspaper is committed to publish-
ing fair and accurate information. Errors
should be brought to the attention of
Editor Carlton Fletcher at (229) 888-9300.
Corrections or clarifications will appear
in this space.
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Daily Bridge Club

Louie’s memory loss

By Frank Stewart
Tribune Content Agency

“I'm afraid I'm getting older,”
Unlucky Louie told me in the
club lounge.

“It’s not a big concern un-
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at Trick Three Louie should

lead a low trump from his
%y hand. When West’s ace
. appears, Louie finesses
with the jack later, losing

b » \\
lle:ﬁr?gl;fla cheese, two trumps and one heart.
“T don’t .remember Ifthe defens.e won the
things as well as I did,” first trump with a card
Louie said. “When y(’>u Frank Stewart lower than the ace, Louie
get older, memory is Sasier to  p M?gglﬁggcﬁgﬁk next.
store than to retrieve. Youhold: SAHAKQ64D

Louie played at today’s four
spades, and West led the king
of hearts and shifted to a club.
Louie won with the king, led
a diamond to dummy and re-
turned a trump: eight, jack, ace.
He won the next club and led a
second trump to his king. West
showed out, and East got two
trump tricks.

ATTENTION

I doubt that Louie is suffering
from memory loss; his problem
islack of attention -- in this deal,
to the bidding. West surely has
the ace of trumps for his bid, so

J1072C984.Youopen one
heart, your partner responds one
spade, you bid two diamonds and
he rebids two spades. The op-
ponents pass. What do you say?

ANSWER: Your partner has
six (rarely, seven) spades but
fewer than 10 high-card points.
Chances for game are almost nil,
and unless spades are trumps,
partner’s hand may provide no
winners. Pass. Players who are
tenacious and insist on fighting
a misfit ask for trouble.

West dealer

Both sides vulnerable

Advice Columnist

Friends constantly
cancel on plans

By Eric Thomas
Tribune Content Agency

Dear Eric: Over the years
people have said things to me
such as, “I can’t go to lunch
with you today after all. I'm
going to go to lunch with John
instead.”

Or at the last minute, “I can’t
go to see the play with you this
evening. My boyfriend says
we're going someplace else.”

Sometimes people fail al-
together to show up for plans
made in advance, without a
word of apology or explana-
tion ever. Upon next seeing
them, they behave as though
nothing had ever happened.
If I gently inquire what had
happened to our plans, they
start in with the defensive,
manipulative psychobabble,
and gaslighting.

I have heard excuses made
for people who can’t be counted
on. I have been called petty and
rigid. I have been told I take
these things too personally.

After being treated shab-
bily at the hands of others,
I say and do nothing further
and remain civil and decent to
them but from a low-contact
distance, and 1 no longer reach
out to them with friendly ges-
tures until if and when they
can prove that it is a genuine,
mutual, responsible and cour-
teous friendship.

What are your thoughts on
the matter? Any suggestions
concerning what I could or
should be saying and doing,
or not saying and not doing,
concerning people who behave
like this?

— Stood Up

Dear Stood Up: If this is
happening enough times to be-
come a pattern in your life, you
might look for ways of break-
ing or avoiding said pattern.
Though you can’t change the

behavior of others, I wonder
if there are commonalities in
some of the people with whom
you've had conflict about show-
ing up in the past. Might you
pour more of your energy into
friendships with people who see
you for who you are and can
respect your desire to be more
attentive to keeping plans?

It may also help, in the fu-
ture, to tell prospective new
friends that you sometimes
have issues with people can-
celing at the last minute or for
no reason and that it’s some-
thing about which you’re sen-
sitive. This gives new friends
helpful information that can
guide their actions. Ideally, a
new connection, knowing this,
would choose to communicate
with you differently should they
need to reschedule.

Dear Eric: I am one of four
adult siblings. “Kelly” is the
only sibling who does not live
locally. In April, another sib-
ling, “Betty,” sent a text to the
group saying that Kelly and her
family would be coming for a
visit and that everyone was
invited to Betty’s lake house.

I knew immediately that the
proposed date would not work
for my family because we al-
ready had prior commitments.
However, since no one asked
whether the date worked for
my family — or for our fourth
sibling — I didn’t say anything
at the time.

As the date got closer, more
specific plans were discussed
on the group text. At that point,
I let them know that the date
didn’t work for my family, while
also saying that we appreciated
the invitation.

After the gathering at the
lake house, I texted, “Hope
you had a fun weekend. Sor-
ry our schedules didn’t align
and have a safe trip home.”

Eric Thomas

Betty responded that because
the plans had been made in
April, there had been plenty
of time for us to make it work.

[ understand that they chose
a date that worked for them,
and I accept that my family
was not able to attend. What
frustrates me is the implica-
tion that we should have rear-
ranged (unchangeable) plans
that were already made months
in advance of the announce-
ment in April.

Am I being unreasonable in
thinking that I should have a
say in choosing a date when
the intention is for all of us
to get together? If I want to
make plans with someone, I
ask about their availability,
and we find a date that works
for everyone involved. I don’t
choose a date unilaterally and
then put the responsibility on
the other person to rearrange
their existing commitments.

— Didn't Get a Vote

Dear Vote: You're not wrong
here. Group planning 101 in-
volves at least attempting to
achieve consensus around avail-
ability before setting plans in
stone. It makes sense that Bet-
ty would defer a bit to Kelly’s
schedule, since she was travel-
ing from out of town. But if the
desire was to bring everyone
together, it would have made
sense to poll the group.

It’s interesting that this push-
back is coming from Betty and
not Kelly, since Kelly was the
person who didn’t get to see
everyone. Betty might have
an opinion about what you
should have done with your
schedule, but you don’t need
to give it any more time or at-
tention. Your efforts might be
better spent finding a time and
place to connect with Kelly.

Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA
19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.

SQUAWKBOX

squawkbox@albanyherald.com

The Founding Fathers en-
visioned citizen legislators
serving their term(s), then
going home and back to
work ... not getting all kinds
of freebies. Term limits: Two
terms and then treat them
like a regular citizen.

Fletcher, you kind of hit
the nail on the head when it
comes to the national, state
and local leaders we have
put into office. I think the
best thing to do given the
absolute mess we have right
now is do away with all of
them and start over ... with
term limits and immediate
actions in place for those
who commit criminal ac-
tions while in office.

KADB and Dougherty
County scolds recyclers, Al-
bany’s most thoughtful cit-
izens, because they aren’t
separating their plastics
from aluminum. Meanwhile
hermits that keep five bro-
ken down cars, four feral
dogs, and three live fire haz-
ards in the front yard are of
zero concern for Code En-
forcement (who are current-
ly napping at their desks).
This is what you get for vot-
ing for Heard.

We have a convicted felon
in the Oval Office, so why
can’t someone arrested on
several charges continue to
serve on the Tax Assessors
Board? Hypocrisy much?
Of course, the answer is nei-
ther should be allowed to
serve any public office, but
here we are.

It is important to scru-
tinize and reevaluate your
support of elected leaders.
People surprise for the bet-
ter and worse. If you still find
evidence that this Dougherty
County Commission chair
still deserves your support,
you need to start paying at-
tention. The collective bad
behavior of the Dougherty
County Commission has
scared away good jobs, wast-
ed your hard-earned tax
dollars, and kept down the
lowest income citizens in our
county. Pure evil at work.

Oh Brother! The Nation-
al Register-listed Second
Empire building at 126 N.
Washington St. as Rosen-
berg’s Dept. Store, and not
Davis Brothers, a favorite
restaurant.

I guess those cameras have
caught too many politicians
or their supporters doing
something wrong.

Sorry about the $12 mil-
lion transportation center
not having bus service.
Greyhound decided to pick
up their customers at a Cor-
dele Road and Clark Avenue
truck stop. And those tax-
payer city buses that run all
over town empty or maybe
two people on them is not
smart. It would be cheaper
for the city to buy those pas-
sengers a car. The squawk-
er that defended the trans-
portation center may be the
one that does not get out too
much. I bet that squawker
wants more sidewalks, too.

The Dougherty County
Commission chair is de-
fending the tax assessor
appointee who voluntarily
gave up her law license and
was jailed after she “lost”
funds intended for victim-
ized families. So when we
appeal our property valua-
tions, this lady gets to be the
judge? There is a very special
place in hell for these kinds
of scumbags.

Why isn’t J'Nita Lane’s
house on QPublic? All the
other houses on Stonegate
Lane are except hers?

DELIVERY QUESTIONS: If your pc-
per hasn’t been delivered call our
Circulation Department at 229-
888-9300. Hours are 8:30 am-5 pm
weekdays, closed on holidays. A
customer service representative
will assist you. (All papers are by
mail only and delivered by U.S.
Postal Service.)

POSTAL SERVICE COMPLAINTS:
If you are dissatisfied with delivery,
ask your postmaster for a Con-
sumer Service Card and record

The Albany Herald

MAIN OFFICE: 229-888-9300
SUBSCRIPTIONS: 229-888-9300

your complaint. If this does not
bring improvement, contact us at
1-800-ASK-USPS (1-800-275-8777) or
TTY: 711., or write your complaint
to USPS’s Consumer Advocate
office atf: United States Postal Ser-
vice Office of the Consumer Ad-

vocate, 475 L' Enfant Plaza SW,
Washington, D.C. 20260

TO REPORT NEWS ITEMS: Email
the editor at carlton.fletcher@al-
banyherald.com or call 229-888-
9300.

CLASSIFIED, DISPLAY OR ONLINE

ADS: Advertising can be placed
by phone, email and/or in person
Mon.-Fri., 8:30 am - 5 pm or call
229-888-9300. For classifieds and
display/public notices/online ads
email Phil Cody at phil.cody@al-
banyherald.com or call 229-888-
9300.

Our office is at 306 W. Broad Ave.,
Albany, GA 31701.

BILLING: Business hours are Mon-
day-Friday 8:30 am-5 pm, contact
number: 229-888-9300.
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TODAY’S
BIBLE
VERSE

“Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them:
for the Lord thy God, he it is that doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor

forsake thee.”

Deuteronomy 31:6

COLUMNIST B MICHAEL FERGUSON I

Georgia’s Education formula,
Part II: Show me the money

Editor’s Note: Second in a three-part series.

Poverty should never determine destiny. That belief
should be non-negotiable. But pretending poverty has
no effect on the cost of educating a child is something
entirely different.

Georgia’s Quality Basic Education for-

of permanently recognizing poverty as a condition
requiring additional support.

There is the contradiction. Georgia can account for
socioeconomic conditions when evaluating schools, but
it will not fully account for those same conditions in the
permanent formula used to fund them.

Dougherty County lives with that contradiction every
day. Economic disadvantage is not confined to

mula, commonly known as QBE, already
recognizes that different students require
different levels of support. The state
assigns additional funding weights to cer-
tain programs and student populations.
Yet poverty itself still has no permanent
weight in the formula. That matters.

Dougherty County School System Super-
intendent Kenneth Dyer has carried that
message before the Georgia Legislature’s
Education Committee. His argument is
straightforward: Schools serving large numbers of
economically disadvantaged children need predict-
able, sustainable support, not temporary programs
that disappear when a grant ends.

Education researchers have repeatedly identified
Georgia as one of only six states without a permanent
poverty or opportunity weight in its main school-
funding formula. Some newer counts place the num-
ber at five because states classify funding differently
and Georgia approved a limited, one-time pilot for
high-poverty schools. But the central fact has not
changed: poverty still has no permanent weight in
QBE.

Georgia expects children living in concentrated pov-
erty to meet the same academic standards as children
in far wealthier communities. I agree with that expec-
tation. Our children should never be assigned lower
standards because of their ZIP code, family income or
the circumstances into which they were born.

The problem comes when we demand equal out-
comes while pretending every community begins at
the same starting line. They do not. A school serving a
large population of economically disadvantaged stu-
dents may need more reading intervention, mathe-
matics support, counselors, social workers, after-
school programming, attendance intervention, family
engagement, health services and stronger incentives to
recruit and retain experienced teachers.

Those needs are not excuses. They are costs. Anyone
who has operated a business understands the princi-
ple. Producing the same result under more difficult
conditions usually requires a greater investment of
resources. Education is no different.

We should also be careful about reducing school
performance to the familiar story of one district being
good and another being bad. Our neighbors in Lee
County provide an instructive example. Lee County is
widely viewed in southwest Georgia as the stronger
school system, particularly when compared to Dough-
erty County. Yet the Governor’s Office of Student
Achievement’s 2025 Beating the Odds designations
present a more complicated picture.

Four Lee County schools were classified “Below
Expected Range;” two were “Within Expected Range.”
and one was designated “Beating the Odds.” That is
not something to celebrate, and it does not mean Lee
County is failing. It means education data require con-
text.

Beating the Odds does not simply compare raw test
scores. The state’s model compares a school’s actual
performance with the performance statistically expect-
ed after accounting for characteristics of its students
and school environment. A district can post stronger
raw proficiency numbers while some of its schools
perform below what the model predicts.

A high-poverty district can have lower absolute pro-
ficiency numbers while producing schools that meet or
exceed what the model expects under more difficult
conditions.

That distinction matters when evaluating Dougherty
County.

In the 2025 analysis, 17 of 20 rated Dougherty
County schools met or exceeded their statistically
expected performance. Eleven were designated “Beat-
ing the Odds,” while six were Within Expected Range.
Let us be precise about what that means. It does not
mean all 17 schools met every statewide proficiency
target. It means they performed at or above the level
predicted by the state’s statistical model.

Dougherty County still has academic gaps that must
be confronted. Accountability does not disappear
because progress deserves recognition. The lesson is
not that Dougherty County is better than Lee County.
The lesson is that the data are more sophisticated than
the reputations we attach to school systems.

If the state can consider poverty when judging per-
formance, it should also consider poverty when fund-
ing the work required to improve that performance.
Georgia already acknowledges this reality indirectly.
The state funds intervention programs, provides addi-
tional resources for selected student groups, measures
progress and closing gaps, and has invested heavily in
literacy. Yet the basic funding formula still stops short

.\
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a small group of students. It reaches across
much of the district, and the needs extend far
beyond textbooks, desks and classroom instruc-
tion.

Social workers matter. Counselors matter.
Attendance support matters. Health services
matter. Early intervention matters. Extended
learning matters. Teacher recruitment and
retention matter.

DCSS has relied partly on grants to provide
some of those supports. Grants can launch
important work, but they are a weak foundation for a
long-term strategy. The grant expires. The child remains.
The family crisis remains. The attendance problem
remains. The need for counseling remains. The reading
deficiency remains.

Georgia’s limited pilot funding for high-poverty
schools was movement in the right direction. But a pilot
is not a permanent change to QBE. School systems can-
not responsibly hire staff, build programs and measure
results over several years when the money may disap-
pear after one budget cycle. Permanent funding creates
predictability. Predictability creates the opportunity for
measurable accountability.

Additional funding should never become a blank
check. If Georgia establishes a permanent poverty or
opportunity weight, taxpayers should be able to follow
the money from the state budget into the schools it was
intended to support. The public should know how much
money a district received, which schools benefited, what
positions were created, which programs were expanded
and what academic results followed.

If additional reading interventionists are hired, read-
ing performance should be tracked. If more counselors
and social workers are funded, attendance, behavior
and student retention should be measured. If extended-
day programs are expanded, their academic results
should be evaluated. That is not simply spending more
money. That is spending money with purpose.

Dougherty County has already concentrated addi-
tional resources in several historically struggling
schools. Those schools did not merely receive another
slogan or another program for appearance’s sake. They
received more intensive support, and the academic
numbers began to move. That makes this debate more
than theoretical. We have local evidence. We have mea-
surable outcomes. We have the beginning of a proof of
concept.

Georgia should pay attention. Show me the money.
Then show me what happened when the money reached
the children.

COLUMNIST B DAVID CARROLL

The lessons of 9-11,
25 years later

The events of Sept. 11, 2001,
are still fresh in my mind. It’s
hard to believe that today’s
30-year-olds were in kinder-
garten when terrorists took so
many lives, and

in the aftermath of 9/11. We

told the world we would

defend the freedom for which

our parents, grandparents,

and previous generations had
fought.

changed everyone
else’s.

A few years ago,
I was asked to
speak to a group
of high school stu-
dents about 9-11. I
thought it might
be helpful to show
video of the news
coverage from
that morning, as it unfolded
on live TV. The first plane hit
the north tower of the World
Trade Center in New York
City. We all hoped and prayed
it was just a random accident.

Seventeen minutes later,
our worst fears came true.
Another hijacked plane
crashed into the south tower.
America was under attack, in
its busiest, most populated
city. Cameras captured it all:
the smoke, the debris, the
brave rescuers, the horrified
onlookers and survivors. Bod-
ies seemingly falling out of the
sky. I was showing the video in
a packed school auditorium. I
had seen it many times. They
had not.

Many of them were visibly
shaken, and they began to cry.
I know they had heard the
term “9-11,” but perhaps they
felt it was ancient history. It is
not unlike how many of us
learned about the Civil War, or
the Great Depression. With
the passage of time, they had
become black-and-white pic-
tures in a history book. I doubt
that I was alone in wondering
if these events were relevant to
our lives.

As the video revealed the
images of the later attacks of
9-11, from the Pentagon to
Pennsylvania, all of which
happened within minutes, we
had soon seen enough.

It was time to talk about it.
Just like America’s prior trau-
mas, that day was, and is, rel-
evant. What have we learned,
and how have our lives
changed in the past 25 years?

It’s hard to imagine today,
but in the aftermath of 9-11,
we all came together. We over-
came our differences. Church-
es, businesses, neighbors and
strangers helped rebuild many
broken lives. First responders
were rightly hailed as heroes.
We can never ever thank them
enough.

Our nation sent a message

CARROLL

It was heartwarm-
ing to see so many
young people send
cards and letters to
police officers and
firefighters, and col-
lect money for those
who had lost every-
thing. I saw elemen-
tary and middle
school students react
to the unsettling events in a
nation where they had previ-
ously felt so safe.

Now, more than ever, young
people must learn about the
world and how we got to this
point. I often regret that I paid
less attention to world history
than other subjects in school.
You may not approve of other
countries’ religions and cul-
tures, but it helps to under-
stand why they believe as they
do.

Some 3,000 Americans lost
their lives on 9-11. Most of
them were just regular folks,
at work or on a plane. In the
blink of an eye, they were
gone, leaving behind grieving
families. We all started hug-
ging our children more often,
letting them know we love
them.

My most vivid memory was
on the evening of the attacks,
comforting my sons, who were
then 14 and 11. They were “big
boys,” unafraid to swing at a
fast ball or swim in the deep
water. But that night, they felt
small in a big, terrifying world.
“Is our school safe?” “Will the
terrorists return tomorrow, or
even while were sleeping?”
“What’s their next target?”

I gave my most reassuring
answers. “We’ll be all right.
The worst is over. Soon, every-
thing will be back to normal.”
Of course, I really had no idea,
and neither did anyone else.

It’s never been back to nor-
mal, as anyone who has passed
through security at an airport
or a ball game can testify.
We've been forced to live our
lives more cautiously, with
uncertainty lurking around
every corner.

If your children or grand-
children view the events of
9/11 as ancient history, make
sure they understand the loss,
the sacrifice, and the lessons.
We're still standing 25 years
later, but we should never for-
get.

GUEST COLUMNIST B WILL COOPER

The risks of weaponizing justice

In a healthy democracy, political disputes are settled at the
ballot box. In failed states, they are fought in criminal court-

rooms. As Donald Trump targets political enemies

Intense political conflict is nothing new, of course. It has
always been part of American democracy. Yet we remain a

single nation in a perilous world. Domestic

— from James Comey to Adam Schiff to Lisa Cook
— America is spiraling in the wrong direction. The
risks of weaponizing the legal system against politi-
cal rivals are profound.

First, politicizing prosecutions violates the core
principle that the rule of law applies equally to every-
one. Blending political zeal with criminal justice
leads to treating individuals differently based on
their party affiliation rather than their actual guilt or
innocence.

In modern American politics, the messenger often

outweighs the message, and the actor matters more than the
act. A simple example illustrates the point. Republicans
demanded Hillary Clinton be jailed over her email server,
while Democrats pushed to indict Donald Trump for storing
classified records at Mar-a-Lago. Few people applied a sin-

gle, uniform standard to both cases.

This hyper-partisanship directly contradicts the founda-
tion of equal justice under the law, which demands that
individuals be judged solely on their actions, not who they

are.

Justice Robert Jackson warned of the power of prosecutors
to manipulate the law long ago in 1940: “The prosecutor has
more control over life, liberty, and reputation than any other
person in America. His discretion is tremendous. He can
have citizens investigated and, if he is that kind of person, he
can have this done to the tune of public statements and veiled

or unveiled intimations.”
This is still true today.

Second, using the courts to pursue opponents fuels the
destructive cycle of political polarization. It escalates every-
day debates from a contest between political rivals to a war

between existential enemies.

infighting should not drain our national energy
or weaken our ability to confront global threats.
= ¢ Viewed from a global standpoint, the common

L interests of Americans far outweigh their differ-

I~ ences.

Political energy is far better spent winning
elections and shaping policy than trying to

imprison partisan adversaries.
Finally, targeting political opponents deters

COOPER

capable leaders from public service. The federal

government already struggles to attract top-tier

capable people. Obviously.

sentence.

talent, to put it mildly. Just look at the top: In recent years,
the presidency has swung from a reality-television figure
(Donald Trump) to a veteran politician well past his peak
(Joe Biden) and then back to Trump.

The leader of the free world ought to be among its most

Americans should avoid discouraging talented individuals
from entering public life out of fear that minor legal ambi-
guities will be twisted into partisan prosecutions. The cost of
losing a political battle should be a lost election, not a prison

These concerns must be weighed carefully. Holding office
should never grant immunity for past crimes or serve as a
pass to commit new ones. Prosecutors have a duty to hold
the powerful accountable, not just the powerless.

Striking this balance is delicate, but there must be a heavy

bias toward keeping partisan bias out of the courtroom.

Turning politics into a criminal sphere doesn’t just corrupt
the justice system, it jeopardizes American democracy.

William Cooper is an attorney and the award-winning

author of The Trial of Donald H. Rumsfeld.
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Glenda began a career in

law enforcement.

BEETLE BAILEY wort & Greg Walker

THE FAMILY CIRCUS Bil Keane

Dist. by King Features Synd.

“Grandma, are you going to eat
all of these lollipops in

your drawer?”

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
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ACROSS 4 Lets the cat out 35 Company with an 50 Knee
1 Insensitive of the bag annual search for protector
6 Not out 5 Ketanji colleague a spokesbaby 51 Small talk
10 Apple variety 6 Sought 36 Flamin’ Hot puff 52 Deputy
14 __ Productions: compensation 37 “College 53 Spreadsheet
media company 7 Height GameDay” input
founded by 8 Nickname network 54 Guitar ridge
Oprah for comedian 39 Short time out 55 Yankee
15 West Coast sch. Gabrriel Iglesias 40 From dawn __ nickname of the
that joined the 9 Stand for artistic dusk 2000s

Big Ten in 2024 freedom? 45 Finder’s cry 56 “___ and shinel”
16 Team with a lot 10 Bible 46 “Such is life” 57 Lots of bucks

of pull? 11 Wheel spinner 48 Spot for a tee 58 Some 37-Down
17 All over 12 Father of Goneril, party? highlights: Abbr.

18 Birds whose oil is
used in Aboriginal

L CAN'T FINDANYONE | WHY DON'T

BUT I'VE NEVER STILL
TO PLAY GOLFWITH You ASK PLAYED GOLF BETTER
TODAY LIEUTENANT BEFORE! %

Fuzz?
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medicine 13 Flexible amount 3 vV|iL|S dl3|L|S
19 Super Serum 21 Joyful S I v]|alv]a
seller 22 ltaly’s third- | 3 NI et
20 Soccer player largest city v o 3 dlg[v|o
who shares every 25 National trees of
little detail online? the United States L S 3 (3
23 _di-dah 26 Place where NMEIRX EIRIEIIE EIRNEIN
24 Blubber people cruise d|n|v s[ali L Ala]o[alv]s
25 Accident report? through life”? NNEIEIEIEI N EIEINEIEIE
28 “What a gimme! 27 Get to S 5 =
31 Mail 29 Preferring 31H]L 110 1/d13 3 v
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game of war relationships, for alv 4 H
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36 Leave in a fit? 30 Searches AIvIATo n 3 15)
38 Soccer player (through) NI=TxTo 3 A v
from a Florida 32 |ron output
archipelago? 33 Herb in jerk v]i1{v|® 4 S d
41 Like steak, but seasoning 09/09/26

not cake

Regan, and

Cordelia TODAY’S SOLUTION:

42 Reasons to go to !

2 3 4 5 12 13

extra innings
43 Jazz (up)

14

44 Rookie gamer
45 Speck on a map

17

20

46 Sign

47 Long fish

49 “Truthfully” initials

51 Soccer player
who doesn’t pull

their weight?
58 Lean

59 Within reach
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A GRIDIRON PRESENT, [ SEASON IS CHEERS...

GIFT FOR WHEN
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TOO!

~
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THE
VI REALLY NEEDTO BROP

A FEW POUNDS AND GET
IN SHAPE,

¥
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[ FIGURED I'D SERVE IT
WITH YOUR SANDWICH, SO
YOU'LL BE READY WHEN

YOUR TEAM SURRENDERS!

BORN LOSER Art & Chip Sansom

I THINK!

OFFICIALLY
UNDERWAY!

60 Eaglet home

61 Avant-garde style

62 Small bird of prey

63 “You almost
guessed it!”

64 Staircase part

65 “Now!”

66 Respected
leader

58

DOWN
1 Fella

61

2 Robusto! sauce 64

brand

3 Many an Eid
celebrant

HAVE YOU
CONSIDERED
JOINING
A FITNESS
QLUBR?
.
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HAGAR THE HORRIBLE chris Browne

IT FEELS LIKE THE WORLD IS
ON TUE BRINK OF COLLAPSE?

YOU SUOULD SPEND LESS TIME AT TUE WINDOW!
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Find the familiar phrase, saying or
name in this arrangement of letters.
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SUDOKU INSTRUCTIONS:
Each row, column and set of 3-by-3
boxes must contain the numbers 1
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HOW TO PLAY: All the words listed below appear in the puzzle — hori-
zontally, vertically, diagonally and even backward. Find them, circle each
letter of the word and strike it off the list. The leftover letters spell the
WONDERWORD.

SPEAKING GINGERLY Solution: 6 letters
VHREDI SNOCHARYS
HI CUNEASYTERTCES
EEGARUTEERCSI DU
VLSIOGNNNTFEAR®C
RAOILRTCEEEOD®S
EUYHTAPMEVWETEQ® I
SSNDTANPIRVSVED
BAAIETNTARTCI VT
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DAINTYECCI I TSN
ECDNTRELANDINEHL
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Alert, Approach, Attentive, Avoid, Casual, Caution,

Chary, Consider, Dainty, Delicate, Dialogue, Discreet,
Discuss, Empathy, Faintly, Family, Fear, Feeling, Hesitant,
Intuitive, News, Observe, Order, Polite, React, Reluctant,
Reserved, Safe, Secret, Sensitive, Serious, Slow, Softly,
Tentative, Timid, Topic, Uncertain, Uneasy, Vigilant, Words

TODAY’S ANSWER:  Gentle
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“The only thing wrong with soccer
is you don’t get to wear hats.”

M frefor~

Possum funerals.

BEETLE BAILEY wort & Greg Walker

I SENT YOUOUT I'M UPDATING MY WELL, I DEMAND | THANKS FOR THE
HERE TO WORK ! SOCIAL MEDIA, MY YOU FOLLOW CONTENT, SARGE!/
FOLLOWERS ARE |% | MY ORDERS ! A THEY'RE GOING TO
VERY DEMANDING . LOVE THIS/

EVER NOTICE HOW

EVERVTHING IS

EXTRA-SENSATIONALIZED
THESE DAYS?

BOB, THIS STORM |S EPIC!
IT'S UNPRECEDENTED!!!!
IT'S EXTREME!!

www.Blondie.com
T =

THE BORN LOSER Art & Chip Sansom

V some PEOPLE HAVE THE
GOLDENTOUCH, LIKE THE

VGEE, POP, WHY DON'T YOU TRYA
SHOPPING AT HIS MARKET ?

T SWEAR, HE MAKES | -
A BUNDLE OF
MONEY N
THE MARKET
EVERY WEEK,
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JUST WHEN /U THINK EVERY-

THING EVIL HAS BEEN INVENTED
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SV 27
_

V
NICE DAY!

ONEDOLLARS
WORTH.
Y
o 5
A n

Dph Z

siouued S1ZQ

222 CROSSWORD &%

TODAY'S SOLUTION:

ACROSS

—as a
fiddle
Coarse file
French
priest
Exist
Essays of —
Implement
Actor —
McKellen
“Gone —”
Colleen
Set aside
Wash

Born (Fr.)
Mal de —
Quite a lot
Inept one
Dog- — -dog
Aquatic
mammal
Money in
Madrid
About

(2 wds.)
High cards
Connor or
Harington

-—h

ONALWN

Chic
Fragment
Parched

Is able to
Written
media
Session at a
gym
Engrossed
Costly fur
Wood used
for baseball
bats

Gothic arch
Spoken
Oolong is
one

Equal
Island goose
— Lanka

DOWN
Light in
complexion
“Dies —”
Sawbucks
Devolve
— and well
Beget
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Chum

On the loose
(2 wds.)
Canoe
“Nonsense!”
Otherwise
Tip
London’s
Big —
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Pack
animal
Pastures
Tobacco
kiln

ABA member
“Goldberg
Variations”
composer
— Skywalker
of “Star
Wars”
Rocker —
Clapton
Routine
Simple
Elderly
fellow
Glisten
Tax agcey.
Stamp pad
fluid

Sir Arthur
— Doyle
Support
Fury

Foil cousin
Filament
Nosebag
feed
Consumer
Bangkok
native
Calendar
abbr.

EVERY FRIDAY WUEN | COUNT
MY WEEKLY PITTANCE !
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THIS 15 A GREAT WY
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0F COURSE, SOME OF
THEM THINK THEYRE
PRETTY SMART...

Scucea

© 2026 PAWS, INC. All Rights Reserved.
Distributed by Andrews McMeel Syndication

= oo
GARFIELD Jim Davis POOCH CAFE Paul Giligan
WHAT 1S THE PANG, HE WAS COMING 1 THOUGHT HE WAS MORE
MEANING OF LIFE? FOR A SECOND, BUT THEN || | INTERESTED IN S0ULS OF
HE SAN A SQUIRREL. THE DAMNED? WHY WOLILD
(@)

jan. Dist. by Andrey

HE'S BEEN A PRETTY
BAD SQUIRREL.

ws McVeel Syndication
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I'M TAKING EARL TO HE SAD THIS Con- | | THATS AWFLL, DAD/! . . .
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@Lg\:nl:\gléu%'\-}\‘t)e ;rg T V%ﬁ%%l\gﬁ? F\OS\ED%R | CAN Do FOR You? ABOUT FLIES. {gft(t)ell;l ]())fE %1‘%] g%r]()i, and strike it off the list. The leftover letters spell the
BACK IN PLACE.. THAS‘O%?‘% MEANT : / NIKKEI CUISINE Solution: 7 letters
! ) ; | KAY I MONOKOS I HS
éﬁ OTOBIKOIHGCAMAHH
> KOANKIMOKATMOO |
F PN § NRGMIROTIKAYUJLC
AOOTAMAGORUI AEH
SUDOKU ™ ZOMIBEUNIDCHPC I
UHAAONCLNHY®SAHM
DIFFICULTY RATING: #re s voe Find the familiar phrase, saying or KCHBKALEAQOBANE .
5 4\ 7)2 3 | name in this arrangementofletters. | U CO U OME®GRDEDM
3 8 5116 ONE KCTSSNMODNAI SEA
9 5 TWO ' QAIAIAORBUAERETM
THREE 5 YTMTCUUZUYMMI | U
3 8 FIVE " INNHGR I I KURAAGD
4 5 SUDOKU INSTRUCTIONS: TODAY’S SUDOKU AATAYAKAZIKAMRDO
Each row, column and set of 3-by-3 SOLUTION: TEMPURAHCOCOBAIKEN
2 5 boxes must contain the numbers 1
through9with0ut repitition. j : : z t 2 g g ; © 2026 Andrews McMeel Syndication ~ www.wonderword.com 9/10
7 6 oltlelzlolsle v 2 Amarillo, Ankimo, Anko, Anticucho, Azuki, Causa, Dashi, Ebi,
L v 2los 8le z 6 Edamame, Gari, Goma, Hamachi, Hojicha, Ikura, ltamae, Izakaya,
3 6 9 1 7 olelslelz zlv s 8 Japanese, Kabocha, Kombu, Leche de Tigre, Maguro, Maki,
Matcha, Miso, Mochi, Nori, Okonomiyaki, Ramen, Shichimi,
TODAY’S WHATZIT SOLUTION: ¢ 8 611 E VLS 9 ghiso, Shoyu, Soba, Soy, Taiyaki, Tako, Tamago, Tantanmen,
1 5 3 7 8 3 i ; f z Z ; Z i : Tempura, Tobiko, Toro, Udon, Umami, Uni, Yakitori, Yuzu
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Phoebe urges precautions against West Nile Virus

Staff Reports

news@albanyherald.com

ALBANY - Physicians with
Phoebe Putney Health System
are urging south Georgians
to be aware of the dangers
posed by mosquitoes and to
take precautions to protect
themselves against mosqui-
to-borne illnesses, including
West Nile virus. Currently,
two patients with confirmed
West Nile infections are hos-
pitalized at Phoebe Putney
Memorial Hospital, and care
teams suspect a third patient
has the virus as they await
test results.

“The good news is severe
complications from West Nile
virus are exceptionally rare,”
Dr. James Black, Phoebe’s
medical director for Emer-

gency Services, said. “Eighty
percent of people infected
with the virus never show any
symptoms, and 20% develop
mild symptoms. Less than 1%
suffer severe illness, so it is
unusual that we have several
patients who are sick enough
to require extended hospital
stays at the same time.”
People at high risk of se-
vere illness should take extra
precautions to protect them-
selves. Those at high risk of
severe illness include:
+Older adults
« People with weakened im-
mune systems
« People with chronic or un-
derlying health issues such as
cancer, diabetes, high blood
pressure and kidney disease.
Mild symptoms of West Nile

virus may include fever, head-
ache, body aches, joint pain,
vomiting, diarrhea and a rash.
Severe illness can affect the
central nervous system and
may cause inflammation of
the brain (encephalitis) and
the membranes around the
brain and spinal cord (men-
ingitis). Symptoms of severe
illness can include high fe-
ver, neck stiffness, disorien-
tation, tremors, convulsions
or paralysis.
“Unfortunately, there is no
vaccine or specific antiviral
treatment for West Nile virus,”
Dr. Joseph Watson, Phoebe
pulmonologist and critical
care intensivist, said. “When
a patient is hospitalized, we
focus on supportive care for
their symptoms. That’s why

it’s so important for people —
especially those at high risk
for severe illness — to focus
on prevention.”

West Nile virus is spread
through the bites of infect-
ed mosquitoes. Particular-
ly during the warm and wet
summer months when mos-
quitoes flourish, it is impor-
tant to protect yourself from
mosquito bites. Prevention
tips include:

Use insect repellent with
EPA-registered ingredients
like DEET;

Avoid being outside around
dawn and dusk when mosqui-
toes are most active;

Wear long sleeves and pants;

Eliminate standing water
around your home to reduce
mosquito breeding.

Special Photo: Phoebe
Physicians with Phoebe Putney Health System are urging
south Georgians to be aware of the dangers posed by
mMosquitoes and o take precautions to protect themselves
against mosquito-borne ilinesses, including West Nile virus.

In south Georgia, West Nile ness can continue to spread
cases typically peak in August well into the fall while mos-
and September, but the ill- quitoes remain active.

Georgia Southwestern ranked

Staff Reports

news@albanyherald.com

AMERICUS — Georgia
Southwestern State University
has been named the third-best
college in rural America in a
national ranking by Washing-
ton Monthly, recognizing GSW
for its affordability, social mo-
bility and impact on Georgia’s
work force.

The ranking began with more
than 1,000 rural colleges across
the country, focusing on four-
year nonprofit colleges and
universities that provide stu-
dents with strong educational
and economic opportunities
while serving the needs of their
states and communities.

The methodology highlights
areas central to GSW’s mission:
providing an affordable, acces-
sible and high-quality educa-
tion while preparing graduates
to strengthen southwest Geor-
gia and communities across
the state.

Rankings were based on so-
cial mobility, percentage of stu-
dents from in-state, percent-
age of graduates who remain
in the state and the number
of degrees awarded in high-
demand fields in short supply
in rural areas, such as teach-
ing and nursing.

“This national recognition
reinforces what we have long

known at Georgia Southwest-
ern: Rural universities can have
an extraordinary impact on the
students and communities they
serve,” GSW President Kerry
J. Palmer said. “With half of
our students being the first in
their families to attend college,
the education they receive at
GSW has the power to change
not only their lives, but the
trajectory of their families for
generations to come.

“We are proud to provide
an affordable, high-quality
education that prepares stu-
dents for successful careers
while developing the talent
needed to strengthen com-
munities across Georgia. To
be ranked No. 3 in the nation
is an incredible honor and a
testament to the work of our
faculty, staff, students, alum-
ni and community partners.”

Affordability is an impor-
tant part of that impact. By
keeping the cost of earning
a degree within reach, GSW
helps reduce financial barri-
ers to higher education with its
low-cost tuition and generous
scholarship program, which
creates greater opportunity
for students to graduate and
build successful careers. This
contributes to social mobility,
a graduate’s ability to improve
their economic circumstanc-

third-best rural college m natl_on

Special Photo: GSW

Georgia Southwestern State University has been named the
third-best college in rural America in a national ranking by
the Washington Monthly publication.

es through education and in-
creased earning potential.
GSW’s success in this area
also has been recognized by
U.S. News & World Report,
which ranked among top per-
formances on social media in
its 2026 Best Colleges rankings.
According to Washington
Monthly, the highest-ranked
rural colleges recruit and grad-
uate significant numbers of
in-state students from mod-
est-income backgrounds and
prepare them to earn salaries
that outperform expectations
based on their demographics.
GSW’s strong graduate out-
comes reflect that mission,
with the university ranking
No. 3 in median earnings one

year after graduation among
University System of Georgia
institutions for graduates em-
ployed in the state.

Approximately 80% of GSW
graduates remain in Georgia,
joining the workforce and con-
tributing to the state’s econo-
my. GSW graduates also earn
more four years after gradua-
tion than predicted based on
student demographics, another
key factor contributing to the
university’s high ranking.

Ranking third from an initial
pool of more than 1,000 rural
colleges nationwide is indica-
tive of GSW’s impact being felt
far beyond the region the uni-
versity is proud to call home,
GSW officials said.

ABAC, UGA College of Veterinary Medlcme formallze partnershlp

G kA

Staff Reports

news@albanyherald.com

TIFTON — Abraham Bald-
win Agricultural College and
the University of Georgia Col-
lege of Veterinary Medicine
formalized a partnership re-
cently to help address Geor-
gia’s shortage of veterinarians
serving rural communities and
the state’s food-animal agri-
culture industry.

The institutions commemo-
rated the signing of a memo-
randum of understanding at
Tift Hall on the ABAC cam-
pus, establishing the Georgia
Rural Practice Veterinary In-
centive Program, or Georgia
Rural Practice VIP. The five-
year agreement creates a col-
laborative pathway for ABAC
students interested in pursu-
ing mixed animal and food-
animal veterinary medicine
and ultimately serving rural
communities in Georgia. Food
animals are domesticated or
farmed animals raised pri-
marily for human consump-
tion and animal-derived food
products.

The need for veterinarians
who specialize in food-animal
medicine is significant. Ac-
cording to statistics reported
by the American Veterinary
Medical Association, of the
90,219 veterinarians in the
United States involved in clini-
cal practice in 2025, only 3.1%
were dedicated solely to food-
animal practice. The percent-
age of veterinarians dedicated
to food-animal practice also
declined from 3.4% in 2024.

In Georgia, the shortage of
food-animal and mixed-animal
veterinarians presents a chal-

lenge for rural communities
and the agricultural industry.
“Years from now, the suc-

cess of today’s agreement will |

not be measured by the signa-
tures on this memorandum,”

ABAC President Tracy Brund- |

age said. “It will be measured
by the students who choose to
answer this calling. It will be
measured by the veterinarians
serving our rural communities,
supporting Georgia agriculture,
and caring for the animals that
sustain one of our state’s most
important industries.”

The Georgia Rural Practice
VIP will provide selected ABAC
students with specialized advis-
ing and mentoring throughout
their undergraduate educa-
tion. Students will be advised
by an ABAC faculty member
in the Animal Science track
and mentored by a UGA Col-
lege of Veterinary Medicine
faculty member with exper-
tise in food-animal medicine.

Eligible applicants must be
Georgia residents, demonstrate
a strong interest in animal ag-
riculture, pursue the practice of
mixed- or food-animal veteri-
nary medicine, and have com-
pleted their first full academic
year in ABAC’s Animal Science
track within the bachelor of
science in Agriculture major.

Students accepted into the
program will be expected to
complete the required course-
work for ABAC’s Animal Sci-
ence track, the prerequisites for
admission to the UGA College
of Veterinary Medicine and
specific hands-on experienc-
es designed to prepare them
for careers in rural veterinary
medicine.

“We recognize that the via-
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Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College and the University of
Georgia College of Veterinary Medicine officials formalize a
partnership to help address Georgia’s shorfage of veterinar-
ians serving rural communities and the state’s food-animall

agriculture industry.

bility of Georgia’s food-animal
agriculture industry depends
directly on having skilled vet-
erinarians who can meet the
demands of our rural farming
communities,” Lisa K. Nolan,
dean of UGA VetMed, said.
“By aligning ABAC’s strong
undergraduate program in
animal science with UGA’s
clinical veterinary education,
we are establishing a sustain-
able source of veterinarians
dedicated to serving our ru-
ral regions for years to come.”

The first students accepted
into the program are Maylee
Barnes of Bartow and Lainey
Kate Harris of Folkston. Both
students have experiences that
fostered their love of caring
for animals.

“My love for animal care
began with one of my fam-
ily’s animals, a pot-belly pig
named Rosie,” Harris said.
“Rosie got in an accident with
aneighbor’s dog and was really
hurt. We went to my papa, and
he told us to put burnt motor
oil on its back to help with the
infection. That inspired me to
learn as much asI cansoI can
provide better care for animals
and not have to rely on home-
made remedies.”

“I grew up in Florida but

moved up to Georgia and my
family’s farm during COVID,”
Maylee said. “Working on the
family farm started my love
for animal care, and over the
past three years I've gotten to
work at a veterinary practice,
which has strengthened my
love for animals.”

Participation in the Geor-
gia Rural Practice VIP does
not guarantee admission to
the UGA College of Veteri-
nary Medicine. Students who
choose to apply must complete
the regular UGA VetMed ad-
missions process and meet
all application requirements.
However, the program is de-
signed to provide students
with focused preparation, ad-
vising, mentoring and experi-
ences that align with careers
in rural veterinary medicine.

The partnership also is in-
tended to help participating
veterinarians pursue additional
financial assistance. Veterinar-
ians who complete the program
will be eligible to apply for the
Georgia Veterinary Education
Loan Repayment Program, ac-
cording to the MOU.

The MOU became effective
June 1 and has a five-year term
through June 1, 2031, unless
canceled or renewed by mu-
tual agreement.

N

By Carlton Fletcher
carlton.flefcher@albanyherald.com

Valdosta State Univer-
sity -- Dean’s List
VALDOSTA -- More than
500 sudents were named to
Valdosta State University’s
summer 2026 Dean’s List.
To qualify for Dean’s List at
VSU, students must achieve
a semester grade-point aver-
age of 3.50 or higher on nine
or more semester hours with
an institutional grade-point
average of 3.00 or higher.
Area students on the list
include:
Margaret Williams of Syl-
vester
Quantavious Christian of
Albany
Mikayla Simmons of Lees-
burg
Daelin Johnson of Albany
Jacqueline Rohan of Albany
Camille Corker of Camilla
Kajuana Smoak of Leesburg
Kadance Flowers of Lees-
burg
Jaylen Harden of Albany
Kayte Odum of Pelham
Steffi Lee of Leesburg
Madalyn Burnum of Pelham
Princy Patel of Sylvester
Anna Mayer of Leesburg
Isabella Stokes of Pelham
Hannah Hudson of Camilla

Georgia State Univer-
sity -- Graduation
ATLANTA -- Genese Man-

"

A\fl

Valdosta State University Logo

Area students recognized
by colleges,

universities

douma of Leesburg grad-
uated from Georgia State
University during the sum-
mer 2026 semester with a
Master of Public Health de-
gree and a concentration in
Health Promotion & Behavior.
More than 2,000 students
earned certificates and de-
grees at the undergraduate
and graduate levels during
the summer semester.

Beulah Heights
University -- Dean’s
List

ATLANTA -- Carla Jef-
ferson of Albany was named
to the Beulah Heights Uni-
versity’s spring 2026 Dean’s
List. Jefferson was among
more than 61 students named
to the Dean’s List.

Troy University
-- Provost’s List
TROY, Ala. -- Troy Uni-
versity recognized students
who have been named to the
Provost’s List for the Sum-
mer Semester and Term 5
of the 2025-2026 academic
year. Full-time undergradu-
ate students who are regis-
tered for at least 12 semes-
ter-hours and who have a
grade-point average of at
least 3.65 qualify for the Pro-
vost’s List. Among the stu-
dents on the list was Jen-
nifer Mitchell of Dawson.

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

THOMASVILLE — The
city of Thomasville recently
announced plans for its 40th
annual Victorian Christmas,
a beloved holiday tradition
taking place on Dec. 10-11in
historic downtown Thom-
asville.

As planning continues for
this milestone celebration,
the city is seeking commu-
nity partners to support the
event through sponsorship
opportunities.

Drawing an average of
more than 30,000 attendees
each year, Victorian Christ-
mas transforms downtown
into a festive, Victorian-era
holiday experience filled
with live entertainment,
seasonal attractions and
family-friendly activities.
This year’s 40th anniversary
promises to be an especially
memorable event, celebrat-
ing four decades of holiday
tradition in Thomasville.

Thomasville looking for
Victorian Christmas sponsors

The city is currently of-
fering a limited number of
Victorian Christmas Enter-
tainment

Sponsorships. Sponsors
will receive recognition in
advertising and promotional
materials including;:

 Logo displayed on A-
frame signage at main en-
tertainment locations and
information

booths throughout the
event.

» Logo placement in the
official Victorian Christmas
event brochure (online digital

brochure and in more than
5,000 printed brochures).

« Logo placement on Vic-
torian Christmas event web-
site page.

For more information or to
secure a sponsorship, con-
tact the city of Thomasville

Marketing Department at
(229) 227-4015 or events@
thomasville.org. Applica-
tions can be found online
at Thomasville.org/event-
sponsorship.
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No. 9 Westover gets shot at No. 4 Cairo
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Westover running back Malik Young breaks into the open
field. Young rushed for 139 yards and four touchdowns in the
Patriots” 49-8 win over Columbus last week.

By Joe Whitfield
Sports Editor

ALBANY — A year ago, Westover
went to Cairo trying to figure out who
its quarterback was.

Thursday night, the Patriots get the
Syrupmakers again.

Alot has changed.

Westover is undefeated. The Patriots
are ranked No. 9 in Class 4A. They're
coming off a 41-point victory and have
begun looking like a team capable of
making some noise well beyond Albany.

Now comes the measuring stick.

No. 4 Cairo visits Hugh Mills Stadium
Thursday night for an early Region 1-4A
showdown between two unbeaten teams
with designs on a region championship.

Westover is 3-0.

Cairo is 2-0.

And while nobody is winning a cham-

pionship in September, the winner will
take an awfully important first step to-
ward one.

“This is a big game because it is a re-
gion game, and it is a big game because of
power ranking for playoff seed,” Westo-
ver coach Corey Joyner said. “Itis also a
big game because it is a measuring stick
to see how well Westover competes.”

That’s really what Thursday night is
about.

Westover has spent three weeks show-
ing what it can do.

Now the Patriots get to find out how
it looks against one of Class 4A’s best.

Cairo went unbeaten in region play last
season, finished 10-3 and reached the
state semifinals before losing to Jefferson.

One of those victories came against
Westover.

But it wasn'’t easy.

The Syrupmakers escaped with a 22-14

victory in Cairo against a Patriots team
that was dealing with remarkable instabil-
ity at the game’s most important position.

Gabriel Hopper had only recently tak-
en over as Westover’s fourth quarterback
of the season.

Avyear later, Hopper is the established
starter.

There’s just one problem.

His status for Thursday night is un-
certain.

Hopper sat out Westover’s 49-8 rout
of Columbus on Friday while nursing an
ankle injury. In his place stepped Jor-
dan Joyner.

How unusual was that?

Joyner hadn’t played quarterback since
seventh grade.

Then again, maybe Westover knew ex-
actly where to look.

See WESTOVER, 10A

Lawson returns as the enemy

By Joe Whitfield
Sports Editor

LEESBURG — Cohen Lawson knows
exactly what Friday night at Mack Thar-
pe Stadium feels like.

He knows the roar from the stands.
He knows the coaches on the Colquitt
County sideline and many of the play-
ers wearing black and gold.

For two years, Lawson was the guy
those people were cheering.

Friday night, they’ll be trying to beat
him.

Lawson returns to Moultrie as Lee
County’s quarterback when the unde-
feated, No. 2-ranked Trojans collide
with Class 7A powerhouse Colquitt
County in a South Georgia showdown.

Welcome home, Cohen.

Just don’t expect much of a welcome.

“He’s excited to take on the challenge
this week,” Lee County coach Dean
Fabrizio said.

There’s plenty to be excited about.

Colquitt County escaped Leesburg
with a wild 43-36 victory last season.
Now the 3-0 Trojans head to Moultrie
looking to return the favor against the
2-1 Packers.

Lawson isn’t the only Trojan going
back. Lee County defensive coordinator
Bull Barge starred on Colquitt County’s
2017 state championship team and later
coached for the Packers.

Lawson arrives on a roll, too. He
threw for 277 yards against Sequoyah
last week.

“Cohen is coming off a big game for
us,” Fabrizio said. “He’s getting better
each week.”

Special Photo: Noah Erwin
Lee County quarterback Cohen Law-
son looks downfield during last week'’s
win over Sequoyah. Lawson threw for
277 yards and will return to Mack Thar-
pe Stadium Friday night to face his for-
mer team, Colquitt County.

So is Lee County.

The Trojans have been punched.

Twice.

And twice they’ve punched back.

Lee County trailed nationally ranked
Carol City 20-8 at halftime before storm-
ing back for a 23-20 victory. The Tro-
jans faced adversity again last week at
Sequoyah before rallying to win.

“We've got a veteran team, and we've

got a team that has a lot of grit,” Fab-
rizio said. “They do a great job of keep-
ing their composure and correcting
mistakes as a game goes on.”

Colquitt County coach Sean Calhoun
has noticed.

“They are finding ways to win and find-
ing ways to win in the fourth quarter,”
Calhoun said. “So we know we will have
to fight our hardest for four quarters.”

The Packers counter with quarter-
back Khi Mitchell, receiver Antwann
Lockett and running back Denim Lewis.

Lee County surrounds Lawson with
plenty of firepower, including Jaden
Upshaw, Carter Blackwell, Jordyn Bush
and Dominique Ball, while Gregory
Batson, Jace Murray, Montavious Clay,
Champ Brown and Trey Bush lead a
talented defense.

Then there’s Mack Tharpe.

The noise. The black and gold. The
history.

“Colquitt is one of the best atmospheres
to play,” Fabrizio said. “Mack Tharpe
Stadium is just an electrifying place.”

Fabrizio knows what it will take to
leave that place with a victory.

“They play extremely hard. They've
got great athletes. They're well coached,”
he said. “It’s going to take a great effort
on our part to beat them.”

A year ago, Lee County came seven
points short.

Now comes the rematch.

Under the lights in Moultrie.

No. 2 Lee County against Colquitt
County.

Lawson back at Mack Tharpe.

Only this time, he’ll be trying to beat
the Packers.

Falcons to induct Abraham and Frallc into Ring of Honor

Staff Reports

news@albanyherald.com

FLOWERY BRANCH,
Ga. - The Atlanta Falcons
today announced that John
Abraham and Bill Fralic will
become the 15th and 16th
members of the club’s Ring
of Honor. Abraham will be
honored during the Falcons
Week 5 game against the Bal-
timore Ravens. Fralic will be
inducted when Atlanta hosts
Tampa Bay in Week 16.

Abraham spent seven sea-
sons in Atlanta and was a
critical member of the teams
that defined an era for the
franchise. He spent the first
six years of his career in New
York after being selected by
the New York Jets with the
13th overall pick in the 2000
NFL Draft. During that time,
Abraham established himself
as one of the league’s top pass
rushers, totaling 53.5 sacks
in 73 games. When the Jets
used the Franchise Tag on
him following the 2005 sea-
son, Atlanta came calling.

At the time, ESPN’s Len
Pasquarelli reported the Fal-
cons — led by current CEO
of AMBSE Rich McKay — so
coveted Abraham they em-
ployed the rarely used three-
team trade to bring him to
Atlanta. That trade would
prove wise, as he would go
on to help the Falcons reach
the postseason in 2008 and

secure three straight postsea-
son bids for the first time in
team history (2010-2012), as
well as a second NFC Cham-
pionship Game appearance.
The Predator — a nickname
he earned for his relentless
pursuit of opposing quarter-
backs — tallied 68.5 sacks in
102 games as a Falcon, the
fourth most by any player
over that seven-year span.

Pro Football Hall of Fam-
er and his soon-to-be fel-
low Ring of Honor member,
Claude Humphrey, is recog-
nized as the team’s all-time
leader with 99.5 sacks. How-
ever, Humphrey played his
entire career before sacks
became an official statistic
in 1982, which gives Abra-
ham the honor of being the
team’s official sack leader in
the NFL record books. Abra-
ham didn’t only hunt quar-
terbacks. He also preyed on
the ball.

During his tenure with the
Falcons, the Timmonsville,
S.C., native forced 25 fum-
bles. According to Tru Media,
19 of those forced fumbles
were strip sacks, tied for the
fourth most by any player dur-
ing that span. Abraham had
three such plays that resulted
in defensive touchdowns, ty-
ing Elvis Dumervil, Dwight
Freeney and Osi Umenyio-
ra for the league lead. Since
2000, his 115 quarterback hits
rank second in club annals

WELCOME TO THE

BILL FRALILC

F!"

JOHN ABRAHAM
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Former Atlanta Falcons standouts Bill Fralic, left, and John
Abraham will become the 15th and 16th members of the
franchise’s Ring of Honor. Abraham will be honored in Week
5, while Fralic will be inducted in Week 16.

behind Grady Jarrett (126),
and while he played during
the nascent days of analyti-
cal tools like Pro Football Fo-
cus, he totaled 412 pressures,
accounting for all sacks, hits
and hurries.

Over seven seasons in At-
lanta, Abraham posted dou-
ble-digit sacks four times and
was a two-time All-Pro — a
first-team selection in 2010
and second-team pick in 2008
— he also earned Pro Bowl
honors in 2010. Abraham
finished his career as one of
the best pass rushers of his
generation, with 133.5 sacks,
which ranks 14th in NFL his-
tory. Overall, he boasted three
All-Pro selections and five
trips to the Pro Bowl in a ca-
reer that spanned 15 seasons.

Abraham helped usher in
an unprecedented run of suc-

cess for the Falcons, with the
team reaching the postseason
in four of his final five sea-
sons, and he made his mark
as one of the dominant pass
rushers of his era.

Bill Fralic played an unher-
alded position for an unher-
alded team, appearing in just
one postseason game dur-
ing his tenure, but he creat-
ed an archetype for his po-
sition through the tenacity
and toughness he displayed.

Fralic came to Atlanta as
the No. 2 overall pick of the
1985 NFL Draft after leav-
ing an indelible mark at the
University of Pittsburgh. He
was a three-time All-Amer-
ican and the first offensive
lineman to boast two top 10
finishes in Heisman Trophy

See FALCON, 10A
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Lee County’s Jaden Upshaw heads to the end zone on
a 55-yard punt return that gave the Trojans the lead
against Seqouyah Friday night in Canton.

Tty Foght Feve:

Upshaw is Player of the Week

By Joe Whitfield
Sports Editor

Editor’s note: Several lo-
cal schools had a bye Friday
night and several others did
not report or post stats so

finding five in each category
was challenging.

For most players, 12 catches
and two touchdown recep-
tions would be enough for
a pretty good Friday night.

Jaden Upshaw wasn’t fin-
ished.

With Lee County trailing
Sequoyah in the final min-
utes Friday night in Can-
ton, the Texas A&M commit
fielded a punt and raced 55
yards for the touchdown that
gave the Trojans the lead in
an improbable 43-32 come-
back victory.

That was the exclamation
point on a huge night for Up-
shaw and makes the Lee Coun-
ty senior the Albany Herald
Friday Night Five Player of
the Week.

Upshaw caught 12 passes
for 143 yards and two touch-
downs and added a two-point
conversion before delivering
the biggest play of the night
on special teams.

Lee County trailed 32-21
with three minutes remain-
ing before scoring a touch-
down to pull within four. Af-
ter the Trojan defense forced
a punt, Upshaw took care of
the rest, racing 55 yards for
the go-ahead score.

Montravious Clay followed
with a pick-six to complete
the stunning comeback and
keep No. 2 Lee County un-
beaten at 3-0.

Upshaw’s performance high-
lighted a week in which sev-
eral Southwest Georgia teams
had byes and statistics were
unavailable from several oth-
ers. That left this week’s Fri-
day Night Five a little short of
five in a couple of categories,
but there was no shortage of
big performances.
Passing

1. Micah Joyner, Dougherty
— 18-0f-24, 333 yards, 5 TDs

The sophomore put together
aremarkable night in Dough-
erty’s 42-19 victory over Spen-

cer. Joyner completed 75
percent of his passes and
threw five touchdowns to
three different receivers as
the Trojans improved to 2-0.

2. Cohen Lawson, Lee Coun-
ty — 24-0f-36, 277 yards, 2
TDs

Lawson threw for 277 yards
and two touchdowns in Lee
County’s comeback victory
over Sequoyah, with Upshaw
serving as his favorite target.

3. Lyndon Worthy, Worth
County — 13-0f-19, 161 yards,
4 TDs

Worthy made his com-
pletions count. The Worth
County quarterback threw
four touchdown passes as
the defending Class 3A state
champion Rams rolled past
Early County 31-0.

4. Khi Mitchell, Colquitt
County — 11-of-15, 132 yards,
2TDs

Mitchell completed better
than 73 percent of his passes
and threw two touchdowns
as Colquitt County cruised
past Cook 38-6.

5. Jordan Joyner, Westo-
ver — 4-of-6, 65 yards

With regular starter Gabriel
Hopper not playing, Joyner
stepped in at quarterback as
the Patriots remained un-
beaten with a 49-8 rout of
Columbus.

Rushing

1. Braylen Hundley, Ba-
conton Charter — 30 carries,
189 yards

Hundley was the area’s work-
horse, carrying 30 times for
189 yards as Baconton Char-
ter blanked Brookwood 27-0.

2. Malik Young, Westover
— 17 carries, 139 yards, 4 TDs

Young turned 17 carries into
four touchdowns in Westo-
ver’s rout of Columbus. He
averaged more than 8 yards
per carry as the Patriots im-
proved to 3-0.

3.Jordan Bush, Lee County
— 11 carries, 50 yards

Bush led Lee County’s
ground attack during the
Trojans’ 43-32 victory over
Sequoyah.

4. Kody Crutchfield, Worth

See FIVE, 10A
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From 9A

FALCON

voting, whose proclivity for
putting defenders on their
backs inspired the staff at
Pittsburgh to create the “pan-
cake block.”

The 6-foot-5, 280-pound
lineman lived up to his lofty
billing and made an immedi-
ate and lasting impact both
on and off the field during
his career. As a rookie, Fralic
started 14 of the 15 games he
played in and finished third
in the Associated Press Of-
fensive Rookie of the Year
voting. He would follow that
with three-straight All-Pro se-
lections — first team in 1986
and 1987 and second team in
1988 — and four consecutive
trips to the Pro Bowl.

In total, Fralic spent eight
of his nine NFL seasons in
Atlanta and started 115 of
the 116 games in which he
played. Fralic was a mem-
ber of the Pro Football Hall
of Fame All-1980s team hon-
oring the best players of the

decade. While Fralic’s impos-
ing stature and mean streak
were well known in the NFL,
he also caught the eye of the
WWE, participating in a 20-
man Battle Royal at Wrestle-
Mania 2 in 1986.

Unable to surmount Andre
the Giant in the ring, Fralic
would take on another battle
off the field during his playing
career, fighting against the
use of steroids in the NFL.
In 1989, he went before the
Senate Judiciary Committee
on the subject and support-
ed a bipartisan bill to desig-
nate steroids as a controlled
substance.

Fralic moved from the field
to the broadcast booth af-
ter his career, serving as the
Falcons radio analyst from
1995 to 1997 and later in the
same role at his alma mater
from 2004 to 2010. Sadly,
he passed away in December
2018 at the age of 56 after bat-
tling cancer. His inclusion in
the Falcons Ring of Honor is
a fitting tribute for a player
synonymous with the decade
he played in and the team he
played for.

From 9A

FIVE

County — 8 carries, 36 yards

Crutchfield contributed on
the ground as Worth County
remained unbeaten with a 31-0
victory over Early County.
Receiving

1. Jaden Upshaw, Lee County
— 12 catches, 143 yards, 2 TDs

Upshaw’s receiving numbers
alone would put him atop this
week’s list. Add a two-point
conversion and the 55-yard
punt-return touchdown that
gave Lee County the lead in
the closing minutes, and it
became a Player of the Week
performance.

2. Detavious Poole, Dough-
erty — 6 catches, 101 yards

Poole topped the century
mark and caught one of Mi-
cah Joyner’s five touchdown
passes in Dougherty’s victory
over Spencer.

3. Jherel Gibson, Dougherty
— 3 catches, 88 yards

Gibson averaged more than
29 yards per reception, giving
Joyner another explosive op-

tion in a Dougherty passing at-
tack that produced 333 yards.

4. Carter Blackwell, Lee Coun-
ty — 5 catches, 73 yards

The Clemson commit com-
plemented Upshaw with five
receptions for 73 yards as Lee
County’s passing game helped
the Trojans erase an 11-point
deficit.

Player of the Week: Jaden
Upshaw, Lee County

There were plenty of worthy
candidates.

Joyner threw five touchdown
passes. Young ran for four.
Hundley rushed for 189 yards.

But Upshaw did a little bit
of everything — and when Lee
County desperately needed
somebody to make a play, he
made the biggest one of the
night.

Twelve catches. Two receiv-
ing touchdowns. A two-point
conversion.

And one unforgettable 55-
yard trip to the end zone.

That’s a Friday night worthy
of Player of the Week.

From 9A

WESTOVER

Quarterbacking apparently
runs in the Joyner family.

Jordan’s older brother, Jay-
len, is Westover’s offensive co-
ordinator and a former quar-
terback. His uncle, Uyl Joyner,
is Dougherty’s head coach and
also played the position. His
cousin, Dougherty sophomore
quarterback Micah Joyner,
threw five touchdown passes
Friday night against Spencer.

So when Hopper couldn’t
go, another Joyner went be-
hind center.

“I think Jaylen Joyner, our
offensive coordinator, did a
great job in preparing Jordan
to play and managing Jordan
during the game,” Corey Joyner
said. “Jordan did a great job
managing the game and not
turning the ball over.”

He completed 4 of 6 passes
for 65 yards while Westover
leaned heavily on its running
game.

Malik Young took care of
much of the rest, rushing for
139 yards and four touchdowns
on 17 carries.

Now the question is whether
Hopper will be ready for Cairo.

If not, Joyner isn’t panicking.

“He had not played QB since
seventh grade, but he comes
from a line of QBs,” Joyner
said. “I believe strongly if we
need him to play, he will defi-
nitely be ready.”

He'll need to be.

Cairo represents a substan-
tial jump in difficulty.

The Syrupmakers are com-
ing off a 52-13 demolition of
Hardaway and feature one of
the state’s most dangerous
two-way players in senior Bry-
ian Duncan.

The West Virginia commit
can change a game from ei-
ther side of the football, lin-
ing up at running back and
defensive back.

Joyner didn’t need a lengthy
scouting report to explain the
problem.

“Heis a great player,” Joyner
said. “He is unbelievably fast.
We will have to get him before
he gets started.”

Stopping Duncan, however,
won’t be enough.

Joyner believes one of the
game’s defining battles could
happen well away from the
football.

Up front.

“Cairo has a great defensive
line,” Joyner said. “Those guys
are quick and physical, but so
are we on the O-line. It will be
a great fight Thursday between
the two.”

Westover has earned the
right to be confident.

The Patriots are 3-0 and just
dismantled Columbus 49-8.

Cairo has plenty of reason
for confidence, too.

The Syrupmakers are 2-0,
ranked fourth and just beat
Hardaway by 309.

Something has to give Thurs-
day night.

And for Westover, there’s
something else at stake beyond
aregion victory or playoff po-
sitioning.

Avyear ago, the Patriots went
to Cairo with their fourth quar-
terback of the season and bat-
tled the eventual state semifi-
nalists to within eight points.

Now Cairo comes to Albany.

Westover is unbeaten.

Westover is ranked.

And Westover believes it’s a
different football team.

Thursday night, the Patri-
ots get to find out just how
different.

Kromah shines

Field Level Media

TALLAHASSEE, Fla.
— Ousmane Kromah keeps
running.

And the former Lee Coun-
ty star keeps piling up 100-
yard games.

Kromah rushed for 116
yards and a touchdown Mon-
day night, topping the cen-
tury mark for the second
consecutive game to begin
the season, but No. 19 SMU
spoiled his performance
with a 27-24 victory over
Florida State.

Nick Reed kicked a 20-
yard field goal with 21 sec-
onds remaining to give the
Mustangs the win in the
Atlantic Coast Conference
opener for both teams.

Kromah’s performance con-
tinued an impressive start
to his sophomore season.

After rushing for a career-
high 115 yards on 14 carries
in Florida State’s season-
opening 34-17 victory over
New Mexico State, the for-
mer Trojan was even more
productive against the na-
tionally ranked Mustangs.

Kromah’s 116 yards gave
him 231 rushing yards
through Florida State’s first
two games.

His biggest moment Mon-
day came in the third quarter.

With Florida State trailing
17-10, SMU returner Yamir
Knight muffed a punt and
the Seminoles recovered.

Eight plays later, Kromah
finished the drive with a
6-yard touchdown run to
tie the game.

Florida State’s ground at-

tack proved to be its most
effective weapon through-
out the night.

The Seminoles rushed for
199 yards and two touch-
downs. Quarterback Ash-
ton Daniels added 71 yards
and a score on the ground
while completing 12 of 23
passes for 125 yards and a
touchdown.

But Florida State had dif-
ficulty sustaining drives
through the air.

The Seminoles converted
only 2 of 15 third downs and
were outgained 585-324.

Still, they found them-
selves tied in the closing
minutes thanks largely to
four SMU turnovers.

Mustangs quarterback
Kevin Jennings threw for
a career-high 430 yards and
three touchdowns but was
intercepted twice. SMU fin-
ished with a 4-1 deficit in
turnovers despite control-
ling most of the statistical
categories.

The Mustangs took a 17-10
lead into halftime after pil-
ing up 328 yards to Florida
State’s 165.

Jennings connected with
Jalen Cooper for a 50-yard
touchdown with 9:32 re-
maining in the first quarter
to open the scoring.

Florida State answered
with a 14-play, 75-yard drive.

Daniels kept the posses-
sion alive by finding Jay-
van Boggs for 5 yards on
fourth down and eventu-
ally scrambled 8 yards for a
touchdown to tie the game.

Jennings put SMU back in
front with a 10-yard touch-

Special Photo: Alicia Devine/Tallahassee Democrat

in FSU loss

Former Lee County star Ousmane Kromah, 32, breaks away
from the SMU defense Monday night in Tallahassee, Fla.
Kromah rushed for 116 yards and a fouchdown in Florida
State’s 27-24 loss to the No. 19 Mustangs

down pass to former Florida
State tight end Randy Pitt-
man Jr. with 5:35 remaining
in the half.

Gabe Panikowski’s 46-yard
field goal pulled Florida State
within 14-10 before Reed
answered with a 22-yarder
to send SMU into halftime
leading 17-10.

Kromah’s third-quarter
touchdown tied it at 17.

Then things got wild.

Jennings connected with
Yannick Smith for a 79-yard
touchdown in the fourth quar-
ter, putting SMU back in front
24-17.

Florida State responded.

Daniels found Samuel Sin-
gleton Jr. for a 39-yard touch-
down with 8:17 remaining,
tying the game at 24 and set-
ting up a finish that ultimately
belonged to the Mustangs.

SMU drove into position

for Reed, whose 20-yard field
goal with 21 seconds left pro-
vided the final margin.

Jennings finished 24-0f-33
passing for 430 yards and
three touchdowns with two
interceptions. Smith caught
five passes for 107 yards and
a touchdown.

Florida State fell to 1-1 over-
all and 0-1in the ACC, while
SMU improved to 1-0 over-
all and in conference play.

For Kromah, however, an
impressive start continues.

The former Lee County
standout has opened the sea-
son with consecutive 100-yard
performances — 115 yards in
Week 1 and 116 against the
nation’s No. 19 team.

Two games.

231 rushing yards.

And an increasingly promi-
nent role in Florida State’s
offense.

Fuentes emerges as

-

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

ATLANTA — Most 21-year-
olds aren’t being asked to pro-
tect late-inning leads for a
team chasing a division cham-
pionship.

Didier Fuentes isn’t most
21-year-olds.

The Atlanta Braves rookie
has emerged as one of base-
ball’s most effective relievers
and a key piece of a bullpen
that could become especially
formidable when the postsea-
son arrives.

“Most guys his age are liv-
ing on ramen and sleeping on
couches,” Braves ace Chris Sale
said. “He’s pitching high-en-
ergy, big-leverage innings in
the big leagues right now, and
doing it at a very high clip.”

Fuentes has posted a 2.27
ERA through 51 appearances,
including one start. Remove
that start, and his 1.79 relief
ERA ranks third among Na-
tional League relievers.

His performance has been
remarkable for his age.

Among pitchers who made
at least 50 relief appearances
in a season at age 21 or young-
er, Fuentes’ 1.79 ERA ranks

key piece

of Braves’ postseason bullpen

File Photo

Aflanta Braves rookie Didier Fuentes has emerged as one
of the National League’s top relievers and a key piece
of the Braves’ bullpen heading toward the postseason.

second, trailing only Huston
Street’s 1.72 mark with Oak-
land in 2005. Fuentes’ 30.5%
strikeout rate also ranks sec-
ond among that group.
“You don’t even think of
him being just 21 years old,”
Braves utility man Mauricio
Dubbén said. “He’s going out
there against the game’s best
lineups and just shoving. He’s
a big reason we’re here.”
Fuentes has accumulated 2.0
fWAR, tying him for seventh

among major league relievers
and fourth in the NL. He and
Dylan Lee entered Sunday
tied for the Braves’ bullpen
lead in that category.

His emergence has been
particularly important with
Robert Suarez sidelined by an
elbow injury and Lee recently
going through a rough stretch.

Suarez was scheduled to
throw a 25-pitch bullpen ses-
sion Monday and could return
before the end of the regular

season.

If he does, Atlanta could en-
ter October with a formidable
late-inning combination of
Fuentes, All-Star closer Raisel
Iglesias, Lee and Suarez.

That group figures to be es-
pecially important because of
uncertainty behind Sale in At-
lanta’s postseason rotation.

Tyler Mahle has strengthened
his case to join Sale atop that
rotation, posting a 1.24 ERA
through his first six starts with
Atlanta. Beyond those two, the
Braves could use a combina-
tion of AJ Smith-Shawver,
Martin Pérez, Grant Holmes
and Reynaldo Lopez.

Regardless of how Atlanta
structures its postseason ro-
tation, its bullpen will likely
be asked to carry a signifi-
cant load.

And increasingly, one of the
biggest arms in that bullpen
belongs to its youngest pitcher.

Fuentes has helped carry the
Braves while other relievers
have dealt with injuries and
struggles.

Now Atlanta hopes its top
four relievers can finally be
together when they matter
most — in October.

ABAC Golf Classic set for Oct. 9

Staff Reports

news@albanyherald.com

TIFTON — The Abraham
Baldwin Agricultural College
(ABAC) School of Agricul-
ture and Natural Resources
(SANR) will host its annual
SANR Golf Classic on Friday,
Oct. 9, raising funds to sup-
port student scholarships and
professional development op-
portunities.The tournament
will be held at Forest Lakes
Golf Course, with flights be-
ginning at 8 a.m. and 1 p.m.
The event will feature a four-
person scramble format with
a shotgun start.

Hillery Culpepper, develop-
ment officer, said the tourna-
ment offers an opportunity
for alumni, community mem-
bers, businesses and friends
of ABAC to support SANR
students while enjoying a day
on the course.

“We encourage everyone
who loves ABAC, agriculture
and our students to come out

and play or consider sponsor-
ing this year’s tournament,”
Culpepper said. “Every spon-
sorship and every team helps
us invest in the students who
will become the next genera-
tion of leaders in agriculture.”
Dr. Andrew Thoron, dean
of the School of Agriculture
and Natural Resources, said
proceeds from the tourna-
ment will directly enhance
the educational opportunities
available to SANR students.
“These funds help us provide
our students with hands-on
experiences that extend learn-
ing beyond the classroom and
strengthen their preparation for
careers in agriculture,” Thoron
said. “Supporting the SANR
Golf Classic is an investment
in our students and in their
overall experience at ABAC.”
Several sponsorship and
participation opportunities
are available:
Presenting Sponsor, $5,000:
Includes two teams, or eight
players, with team participa-

tion optional; premier recogni-
tion on promotional materials,
event signage, social media,
the tournament program and
golf carts; year-round signage
in the SANR Leadership Hall;
an ABAC Homecoming Rodeo
VIP package with two park-
ing passes and eight tickets;
a premier vendor location at
SANR Career Connections;
invitations to select SANR
special events with the op-
tion for a company display;
and lunch, snacks, beverag-
es, cart and green fees and a
tournament gift.

Stallions Sponsor, $2,500:
Includes one team, or four
players, with team partici-
pation optional; recognition
on promotional materials,
event signage, social media,
the tournament program and
golf carts; an ABAC Home-
coming Rodeo VIP package
with one parking pass and
four tickets; invitations to
select SANR special events
with the option for a compa-
ny display; and lunch, snacks,

beverages, cart and green fees
and a tournament gift.

Fillies Sponsor, $1,000:
Includes one team, or four
players, with team participa-
tion optional; recognition on
event signage, the tournament
program and golf carts; and
lunch, snacks, beverages, cart
and green fees and a tourna-
ment gift.

Green and Gold Hole Spon-
sor, $200: Includes logo sig-
nage at a designated hole.

Friends of SANR Sponsor,
$100: Includes recognition
in the tournament program.

Team of Four, $500: In-
cludes four players, lunch,
snacks, water, soft drinks, cart
and green fees and a tourna-
ment gift.

Mulligans, $5: Players may
purchase up to four mulli-
gans each.

Sponsorship opportunities
are available through Sept.
18. Teams of four may reg-
ister through the day of the
tournament, as space remains
available.
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Kathy Lee Barron Bullock
Kathy Lee Barron Bullock,
74, of Albany, Georgia, passed

away peacefully on Thursday,
September 3, 2026, at Phoebe
Putney Memorial Hospital. A
visitation will be held on Friday,
September 11, 2026, from 6:00
p.m. until 8:00 p.m. at Mathews
Funeral Home. A private ser-
vice will be held by the family.
Kathy was born in Columbus,
Georgia, on March 3, 1952, to
the late James Owen Barron
and Ammy Polk Barron. She
spent most of her life caring for
others and operated a childcare
in her home for many years.
Caring for children was more
than a job to Kathy—it was
something she truly loved. Her
home was always a welcoming
place, and her door was open
to everyone. Kathy had a loving
and giving spirit and was known
for making sure everyone felt
welcome. She loved to cook
and took great pride in prepar-
ing meals for her family and
friends. If you ever told Kathy
that you didn’t like something,
she was determined to make
sure you at least tried it. Her
love was often expressed
through a home-cooked meal
and a seat at her table. She
enjoyed crocheting, watching
game shows on television,

and decorating her home for
Christmas. Christmas was
especially meaningful to Kathy,
and she loved filling her home
with decorations and making
the season special for those
around her. If you asked Kathy
a question, you could always
count on getting an honest
answer. She was a woman who
spoke her mind, loved deeply,
and cared greatly for the people
in her life. Kathy was preceded
in death by her parents; her
son, Eddie W. Bullock, Jr.;

her granddaughter, Gabrielle
Grace; and her brother James
0. Barron, Jr. Survivors
include her loving husband of
55 years, Eddie W. Bullock, Sr.,
of Albany; her daughter, Tina
B. McQuiston and her husband
John of Albany; her daughter-
in-law, Angel M. Bullock of
Albany; grandchildren, Saman-
tha Schryver, Raven Bullock,
Kalissa Bullock, and Trinity
Bullock; great-grandchildren,
Kayden, Riley, Abel, Delilah,
and Zyir; and her sisters, Betty
Rowell of Lee County and Mary
Finch (Butch) of Centerville,
Georgia, and numerous nieces
and nephews.

Joni Dewanna Driver

Joni Dewanna Driver, of Fer-
nandina Beach, Florida, passed
away on September 6, 2026, at
a local healthcare facility. She
was born on October 11, 1956,
in Moultrie, Georgia, the daugh-
ter of the late John Winston
Driver and Laura Fincher Wiley.

Joni worked as a concierge
at the Ritz-Carlton on Amelia
Island for eleven and a half
years. She absolutely loved her
job and was exceptionally good
at it. Her warm personality,
dedication, and genuine love
for helping others made her
well-suited for a career in hos-
pitality. The Ritz-Carlton and
Amelia Island held a special
place in her heart.

Survivors include her son,
Brandon Brown; sisters, Becky
Queen, Ginger McKinzie (Tim),
Gina O’Hearn (Jeff), and Joy
Spilman (Mike); brothers, Wen-
dell Driver (Dawn), Steve Wiley,
and Mike Wiley (Debbie); and
grandchildren, Kylie Brown and
Brieanna Schultz.

In addition to her parents,
Joni was preceded in death by
her stepmother, Lura Driver,
and stepfather, Albert Wiley.

A celebration of Joni’s life
will be held at a later date on
the beach at the Ritz-Carlton
on Amelia Island, a place

she loved so dearly. Service
details will be announced
once arrangements have been
finalized.

Megan Elizabeth Rigsby

Megan Elizabeth Rigsby, 38,
of Albany passed away on
Sunday, September 6, 2026 at
Willson Hospice House in
Albany.

Visitation will be held 10:00
- 11:00 a.m. Saturday, Septem-
ber 12 at Pebble City Baptist
Church, 2144 GA Hwy 37, Sale
City, GA. Memorial service will
be 11:00 a.m. at the church.

Born September 25, 1987 in
Albany, Megan was the daugh-
ter of James R. Rigsby, Jr. of
Perry and Roslyn Andrews
Rigsby of Albany.

Megan studied culinary sci-
ence and worked for a number
of years at Fort Benning. For
the past nine years she was
employed by the Doublegate
Country Club in Albany where
her work family became near
and dear to her.

In addition to her parents,
Megan was survived by her
brothers, James R. Rigsby IlI
(Ren) of Athens and Taylor
Rigsby (Megan) of Perry; her
niece, Harper; her nephew,
Henry; and numerous aunts,
uncles, and cousins.

Memorials may be made
to the Mitchell-Baker Service
Center, 65 Industrial Boulevard,
Camilla, GA 31730 and Willson
Hospice House, 320 Founda-
tion Lane, Albany, GA 31707.

Parker-Bramlett Funeral
Home is in charge of arrange-
ments.

To sign the online guest reg-
istry, visit our website at www.
parkerbramlett.com.

Mr Karl “Bucky” Hunter
Thomas
Karl Hunter (Bucky) Thomas

of St Simons Island passed on
August 29, 2026. Born in John-
son City, Tn to George Hunter
and Irene Johnson Thomas
and hailed from Wheelwright,
Ky. A gifted athlete he was
recruited to Statesboro, Ga. to
play basketball and continue
his education at Georgia South-
ern University. It was there that
he met on a double blind date,
the love of his life Rosalyn
Applegate. They married in
1957 and moved to Lexington,
Ky to complete their education
at the University of Kentucky.
After graduating they moved
back to Statesboro and eventu-
ally settled in Albany, Ga. Then
upon retirement they moved to
St. Simons Island, Ga.

Bucky was an avid golfer and
a huge University of Kentucky
Wildcats fan. He was also a
member of The Honorable
Order of Kentucky Colonels.

Bucky is survived by his wife
of 68 years Rosalyn, two sons
Hunter (Carla) of Leesburg, Ga
and Karl (Leslie) of St Simons
Island, Ga. Three grandchildren
Jay of Grapevine, Tx, Joanna
(Cayce) of Wellington, Fl,
Bradlee (Hunter) of Sylvester,
Ga. Five great grandchildren
Noah, Samuel, Lyla Grace, Ace
and Kole. A sister Carolyn (Jim)
Rhodes. Three brothers in law
Jim (Diane), Richard (Rose),
and Steve (Janice) Applegate.
And a sister in law Mary Alice
Applegate.

No service is planned.
Anyone who wishes may make
a donation to the Hospice of
the Golden Isles 1692 Glynco
Pkwy Brunswick, Ga 31525.

Douglas Tomlinson

Douglas J. Tomlinson of
Athens, Georgia, passed away
peacefully after a brief iliness
on September 5, 2026.

After graduating from Alcovy
High School, where he was
a senior superlative and first
chair in the state of Georgia,
Doug began a brief career as a
retail manager before attending
the University of Georgia. He
graduated cum laude with a
Bachelor of Arts degree in 1973
and an MBA in 1974.

Doug was employed with
Reliance Electric for more than
25 years and with Silgan White
Cap for 15 years. He was a
longtime member of Prince
Avenue Baptist Church.

Doug was preceded in death
by his parents, J.G and Beverly
Tomlinson; his sister, Kitty Ann
Tomlinson, and his brothers,
Dennis and Charles Tomlinson.

He is survived by his wife
of 62 years, Linda Campbell
Tomlinson; his children, Sean,
Kimberly, and Douglas Tom-
linson; his sister, June Staines
(Roy); his brother-in-law, Roy
Campbell (Trish); and several
grandchildren and great-grand-
children.

Doug will be remembered
by his family and friends for the
life he shared with them and
the many memories he leaves
behind.

Betty Wingate (Gregory)
Betty Gregory Wingate
September 2, 1942 - March 19,

2026

Betty Gregory Wingate, 83,
of Winder, Georgia, and for-
merly of Albany, Georgia, was
called to be with our Lord and
Savior on March 19, 2026. She
attended Albany High School in
Albany, Georgia. As family and
friends prepare to celebrate her
life, they reflect on the love,
faith, and memories she shared
with so many.

Her love for God was
apparent and visible in the way
she approached life and treated
others. She loved gospel music
and listening to Elvis Presley.

Betty dedicated many years
of her life to the grocery store
industry. Betty valued excellent
customer service and was
known for her strong leader-
ship as a front-end manager.
She was loved by everyone,
and many close and lifelong
friendships were formed during
these years. After many years
of service, she began a new
career path working for the
Internal Revenue Service, until
retiring in 2008.

Love and family connections
were important to her. Betty
cherished nothing more than
time spent with her family. She
loved taking trips to Panama
City Beach, Florida, with her
sisters and gathering family
together for days filled with
laughter. She delighted in
telling stories of growing up
alongside her sisters and
raising her children, while
maintaining close relationships
across generations throughout
her life. Betty also loved visiting
the Smoky Mountains every
chance she could, and planned
multiple trips each year and
especially enjoyed the scenery
and activities the mountains
had to offer.

Betty is survived by her son,
Keith L. Wingate; daughters,
Cynthia Moore (Charles) and
Kimberly Greve (Brian). Her
legacy continues through her
grandchildren: grandsons,

https:

To place an obituary announcement
in the Albany Herald,
go online fo
legacy.memoriams.com/network
albanyherald/obituary
Fill out form online and
submit payment.
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SERVICE

Home Re;?alr/ Part-Time
Remodeling
What you’ll do as a
PAINTING

caregiver for my MOTHER
Foster relationships with
AND HOME
REPAIR

DIRECTORY

Home Repair/
Remodeling

HER through companion-
ship and compassionate
caregiving. Assist with light
meal preparation & perform

ENHANCED Tile work, light housekeeping duties.
REMODELING popcorn ceiling Provide personal care ser-
& DRYWALL removal, wall paper | Vices, including assistance

with grooming, Transport-

installation/removal.

o Drywall Repair Services ation to appointments,
» Popcorn Removal - Just one call, Medication reminders and
* Level 5 Drywall Finish we do it all! managing incontinence.
* Water Damage Repair FREE The Job is 5 hours/day, 5
° iexmfllz\fatfhmg days a week & the pay is
. Macﬁgy Dry(\)/vaall Repair ESTIMATES $35 per hour. You can
o iti email me via
Demoliion 229-349-5475 lawrenceejob @ gmail.com
WE DO SMALL for more info.
AND BIG JOBS!
229-364-2997 JOBS VEHICLES
Hernandez

912-432-3016

Residential-Commercial-Renovations

Campers/RVs

Fina the(fiesY)

LOGALJOBSN,

Release Date: Wednesday, September 9, 2026

For Sale: 2019 Freedom Elite. Type
23H. Mileage 3,726.08. Call or text
229-894-2626

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Patti Varol

ACROSS 4 Lets the cat out 35 Company with an 50 Knee
1 Insensitive of the bag annual search for protector
6 Not out 5 Ketaniji colleague a spokesbaby 51 Small talk
10 Apple variety 6 Sought 36 Flamin’ Hot puff 52 Deputy
14 __ Productions: compensation 37 “College 53 Spreadsheet
media company 7 Height GameDay” input
founded by 8 Nickname network 54 Guitar ridge
Oprah for comedian 39 Short time out 55 Yankee
15 West Coast sch. Gabriel Iglesias 40 From dawn ___ nickname of the
that joined the 9 Stand for artistic dusk 2000s
Big Ten in 2024 freedom? 45 Finder’s cry 56 “__and shine!”
16 Team with a lot 10 Bible 46 “Such is life” 57 Lots of bucks
of pull? 11 Wheel spinner 48 Spot for a tee 58 Some 37-Down
17 All over 12 Father of Goneril, party? highlights: Abbr.
18 Birds whose oil is Regan, and .
used in Aboriginal  Cordelia ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:
medicine 13 Flexible amount 1]old
19 Super Serum 21 Joyful NlO[S
seller 22 ltaly’s third- RN
20 Soccer player largest city
who shares every 25 National trees of ol
little detail online”? the United States divi|d
23 _ -di-dah 26 Place where 3[1]1
24 Blubber people cruise K
25 Accident report? through life? 1 aTala
28 “What a gimme!” 27 Getto
31 Mail 29 Preferring 1
34 King topper in a platonic 3 L
game of war relationships, for M H
35 Singer Halliwell short N 5
36 Leave in a fit? 30 Searches v |
38 Soccer player (through)
from a Florida 32 Iron output 3 d
archipe|ago? 33 Herb in_jerk N AlT19
41 Like steak, but seasoning 09/09/26
not cake
42 Reasons 1o go to S A e
extra innings
43 Jazz (up)
44 Rookie gamer
45 Speck on a map

46 Sign

47 Long fish

49 “Truthfully” initials

51 Soccer player
who doesn’t pull
their weight?

58 Lean

59 Within reach

60 Eaglet home

61 Avant-garde style

62 Small bird of prey

63 “You almost
guessed it!”

64 Staircase part

65 “Now!”

66 Respected
leader 58

DOWN
1 Fella
2 Robusto! sauce 64
brand
3 Many an Eid
celebrant
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Jason Griggs (Chrissy) and
*Josh Griggs Sr. (Lisa);
granddaughters, Erica DeLana
(Drew) and Amy Callaway
(Jeff); great-grandsons, Joshua
Griggs Jr. (Sarah) and Nich-

For there is nothing covered that
will not be revealed, nor hidden

that will not be known.

olas Griggs (Iris); great-step- Luke 12:2
grandsons, Wyatt and Owen
Crocker; great-granddaughters,

e J CELEBRITY CIPHER

Avery, Autumn, and Addison
Callaway; great-great-grand-
daughter, Olivia Griggs;

and sister, Barbara Gregory
McDonald Osteen.

*The family will forever hold
in their hearts the loving mem-
ory of Betty’s grandson, Josh
Griggs Sr., who was called
home by the Lord on April 29,
2026, shortly after the passing
of his grandmother.

Betty was preceded in death
by her husband, Wilson William
Wingate Jr.; daughter, Dreama
Wingate Moore; parents,
Lonnie and Lucille Gregory;
brothers, Bennie and Junior
Gregory; and her sisters, Shir-
ley Tester and Patricia Howard.

Betty’s memory will be
cherished by all who knew her,
and her legacy will continue to
influence future generations.

Celebration of Life
A Celebration of Life will be
held at 12:30 p.m. on Satur-
day, October 31, 2026, at the
Laurens County Sportsman
Club, 308 Sportsman Club
Road, Building 220, Dublin, GA
31021.

by Luis Campos
Celebrity Cipher cryptograms are created from quotations by famous people, past and present.
Each letter in the cipher stands for another.

“X UCSSLK XIUZ QVHB YLLHXIVD UACU

X UAXIW LGLFBZIL ICUQFCHHB ACD

X RCIULK UZ AQPCIXJL UALP XI

UAXD ABSLFEZHXO DUCUL.” — XIKL

ICGCFFLUUL

Previous Solution: “It's funny how roles come to you at a time in life when you
are ready to look at things in a different way.” — Anna Gunn
TODAY’S CLUE: 1s/enba H

© 2026 by NEA, Inc., dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication 9-9

CELEBRITY CIPHER
by Luis Campos

Celebrity Cipher cryptograms are created from quotations by famous people, past and present.
Each letter in the cipher stands for another.

“XP’K Z MFBJ MHUZPXUF XQCYKPBJ

LJ QZPYBF ZQC X'"MF ZUDZJK

AXQC HI PBXFC PH BXCF PNZP DZMF

ZK HOOHKFC PH IXTNP XP.” — KFPN

BHTFAQ

Previous Solution: “I tapped into ugly feelings that | think everyone naturally
has ... | wanted to humanize them in this hyperbolic state.” — Inde Navarrette
TODAY'S CLUE: d s/enbs o

© 2026 by NEA, Inc., dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication 9-10
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Americus mayor proclaims Thursday GSW’s Day of lemg

Staff Reports

news@albanyherald.com

AMERICUS — Americus
Mayor Travis Rush signed a
proclamation last week offi-
cially recognizing Thursday
as Georgia Southwestern State
University’s eighth annual Day
of Giving.

GSW faculty, staff and stu-
dents gathered on the front
steps of Wheatley Administra-
tion on Gold Force to witness
Rush signing the proclamation
alongside GSW President Kerry
Palmer. Rush also presented
his own personal contribution
to the Day of Giving and ex-
pressed his appreciation for
GSW’s impact on Americus.

“A university isn’t who they
are without support from their
city. The town-gown relation-
ship is incredibly important,”
Palmer said. “Our job [at GSW]
is to make this region of the
state in southwest Georgia,

a better place to live, a better
place to work, a better place to
raise a family, and hopefully,
an attractive place for indus-
try to come and locate.

“We appreciate the support
the city gives us for things like
our Day of Giving and other
activities we have, and in turn,
we want to support the work
that they do.”

GSW’s Day of Giving is an an-
nual 24-hour giving challenge
that raises essential funds to
support the university and its
students. This year, GSW aims
to rally at least 700 individual
donors and receive contribu-
tions from all 50 states in a
quest to “turn the map gold.”

On Thursday, Hurricanes
across the country and around
the world, including alumni,
community members, parents,
friends, neighbors, faculty, staff
and students, will come together
to support GSW. Donors may

give to any area of the univer-
sity that resonates with them,
with five funds highlighted for
this year’s Day of Giving;:

Southwestern Promise: These
scholarships automatically
provide $1,000 and $3,000
to all eligible GSW freshmen
who meet certain academic
requirements.

President Jimmy Carter
Leadership Program: These
contributions will bolster the
existing program and enhance
additional opportunities and
involvement.

General Athletics: Contri-
butions to GSW athletics in-
clude, but are not limited to,
support for athletic facility
improvements, scholarships
and recruiting enhancements.

Southwestern Annual Fund:
This general-purpose fund pro-
vides support for students as
needs arise including confer-
ence expenses, extracurricular

learning programs, scholarship
funding, emergency expenses
and textbook assistance.

Hurricanes Back-on-Track:
This fund provides students
with the financial support they
need to overcome an unantici-
pated financial hardship that
inhibits their ability to finish
a degree.

Rush helped kick off this
year’s giving.

“I'm giving a unique dona-
tion,” he said. “I want to give
$50 for all 50 states because I
know that you guys are com-
mitted to reaching all 50 states.
On behalf of the city of Ameri-
cus, we commend you. Echoing
Dr. Palmer, we stand with you.
We stand beside you. Whatev-
er we can do as a city to come
together to bridge this great
community to move forward.
We are just a phone call away,
we are here for you. Go Canes.”

Donations can be made Sept.
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Americus Mayor Travis Rush signed a proclamation last week
officially recognizing Thursday as Georgia Southwestern
State University’s eighth annual Day of Giving.

17 through GSW’s online fun-
draising platform, Give Cam-
pus, at gsw.edu/DayOfGiving.
Gifts also may be dropped off
at the Newman Alumni Center
on campus or mailed in ad-
vance to the GSW Foundation.
Checks should be made pay-

Report: Cordele, Cuthbert among America’s most overlooked destinations

By Hostinger

news@albanyherald.com

CORDELE/CUTHBERT
-- America’s tourist hotspots
seldom have to work hard to
attract visitors. But journey a
little off the well-trodden paths,
you will find under-the-radar
towns with stunning scenery
or fascinating histories, with
independent businesses that
are worth far more attention
than they get.

Some sit in the shadow of
a flashier neighbor, whereas
others have become places
you pass through. However,
if you give them the right in-
vestment, a bit of promotion,
or just a shift in where people
choose to stop, plenty of them
could be the destinations ev-
eryone’s talking about a few
years from now.

Al-powered business growth
platform Hostinger surveyed
3,000 travelers to identify the
towns they think have the most
untapped tourism potential.

Ranked outside the Top 10 but
among the hidden gems were
southwest Georgia’s Codele
and Cuthbert, which came in
at Nos. 12 and 31, respectively.

12. Cordele: Known for its
watermelon-growing heritage,
Cordele offers a relaxed intro-
duction to rural south Georgia.
The SAM Shortline Excur-
sion Train departs from the
community, taking passen-
gers through the surrounding
countryside and connecting
several regional attractions.
Nearby Lake Blackshear adds
opportunities for boating, fish-
ing, golf and waterfront stays,
broadening the area’s appeal
beyond its agricultural iden-
tity. Cordele’s location beside
amajor interstate (75) means
that plenty of travelers already
pass close by, although many
currently stop only for fuel
or food.

31. Cuthbert: Victorian homes,
historic churches and broad,
quiet streets give Cuthbert a

strong sense of its past. The
town also has a notable musi-
cal connection as the birthplace
of Fletcher Henderson, the in-
fluential pianist, arranger and
bandleader who played an im-
portant role in the development
of big-band jazz. That story gives
Cuthbert a distinctive cultural
angle that could complement
its surviving architecture and
traditional courthouse square.
The top 10 were:

1. Lake Placid, Florida: The
top spot nationally went to
Lake Placid in tourism-heavy
Florida. Bright murals and an
easy lakeside pace give Lake
Placid a character all its own,
a world away from Florida’s
big resorts.

2. Eastport, Maine: Right
at the far eastern edge of the
country, Eastport has a rug-
ged, working waterfront that
feels nothing like Maine’s bus-
ier coastal stops. The town is
marked by historic buildings,
fishing boats, and beautiful
views over Passamaquoddy Bay.

Good News:
Your Savings
Are Growing

Thanks to Georgia's continued growth,

we announced increased savings expected to
reach $180 per year for the typical residential
customer beginning in 2029. Learn more at
georgiapower.com/goodnews.

~= Georgia Power

3. Roanoke Rapids, North
Carolina: Sitting right on In-
terstate 95, Roanoke Rapids
already sees plenty of travel-
ers, most of whom never make
it past the exit ramps.

4. Amsterdam, New York: The
Mohawk River passes straight
through Amsterdam, and this
former mill city is slowly making
it the centerpiece of the town’s
nascent tourism industry.

5. Turners Falls, Massachu-
setts: On the banks of the Con-
necticut River, Turners Falls
combines industrial history
with a genuinely artsy, inde-
pendent streak you won’t find
in more established New Eng-
land tourist towns.

6. Lake Arthur, Louisiana: In
Lake Arthur, everything comes
back to the water. The lakeside
park, the open views, and the
quiet shoreline make an easy
setting for fishing, boating, or
a slow weekend. The whole
place comes alive at sunset or
when the community gathers
by the lake.

7. Big Spring, Texas: Big Spring
State Park rises over the west
Texas plains, and the views go
on seemingly forever.

8. Arcadia, Florida: Arcadia is
a window into old Florida with
a historic downtown, antique
stores, and a ranching culture
that runs deep.

9. Paris, Idaho: Nestled into
the Bear Lake Valley, Paris pairs
pioneer history with quick ac-
cess to one of Idaho’s pretti-
est recreation areas. The Paris
Tabernacle is a striking archi-
tectural landmark and a direct
link back to the settlers who
built the valley.

10. Ontario, Oregon: On the
Snake River, right where Ore-
gon meets Idaho, Ontario has a
cultural mix and farming iden-
tity that set it apart from towns
further west. The Four Rivers
Cultural Center digs into the
Native American, Japanese
American, Basque, Hispanic
and European communities.

able to the GSW Foundation
and mailed to P.O. Box 926,
Americus, GA 31709.

In celebration of GSW’s 120th
anniversary, donors who make a
gift of $120 or more will receive
an exclusive commemorative
felt pennant featuring the 120th
anniversary logo. Donors who
make a gift of $250 or more
will receive the pennant and
a 500-piece puzzle featuring a
custom GSW design by Brit-
ish artist Julia Gash.

The community also can sup-
port GSW by shopping and
dining locally on Day of Giv-
ing. Participating restaurants
will donate a portion of sales
during designated hours to
GSW’s Day of Giving.

Thank you to 2 Duke’s BBQ,
Baker’s Dozen Donuts and Din-
er, Café Campesino Communi-
ty Coffeehouse, Carter’s Fried
Chicken, Chick-fil-A Ameri-
cus, Gyro City Mediterranean
Grill, Horne Pecan Company,
La Esquina Cubano, La Ha-
cienda, Little Brother’s Bis-
tro, Monroe’s Hotdogs, Pat’s
Place, Roman Oven Pizzeria,
Scoops Americus, Sweet Geor-
gia Bakery & Café, The 1800
Mexican Restaurant, The Alley,
The Fish House, The Sheppard
House, The Spot, The Station,
The Sweet Spot and Toboggan
Steve’s. Local retailers Lily’s
Boutique, Minick Interiors
and Southfitters also are do-
nating a portion of their store
sales toward GSW.





