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State superintendent:

Lee County High firefighter certification
program a model for Georgia

By Kathryn Crockett
kathryn@albanyherald.com

LEESBURG -- Georgia State School Superin-
tendent Richard Woods said Thursday that a new
partnership training Lee County High School se-
niors to become certified firefighters could serve
as a blueprint for school districts across the state.

Woods visited the high school for a student show-
case of the program, a Career, Technical and Agri-
cultural Education pathway taught on campus by
Lee County Fire and Emergency Services. Seven
seniors are enrolled in its first year. When they
finish high school, they can test to become state-
certified firefighters.

Woods said the state’s CTAE priorities center
on growing opportunities in fields where workers
are needed most.

“Really, we're looking at how do we expand op-
portunities for kids in high-demand areas,” Woods
said. “For a lot of communities, we have a short-
age of firefighters.”

He said Lee County “is kind of laying the ground-
work” for expanding that type of program, and the
state wants to help other districts copy it.

“How do we replicate this?” Woods said. “This
is one of the ways in which we at the state depart-
ment can come in, look at what’s going on in an
existing school system, and share with others and
say this is the point of contact.”

Woods said the partnership also solves a cost
problem that could keep a small program from
ever getting started.

See FIREFIGHTER, 2A
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Georgia State School Superintendent Richard
Woods said Thurs-
day that a new
partnership
fraining Lee
County High
School seniors to
become certi-
fied firefighters
could serve as a
blueprint for
school districts
across the state,

‘Tell them ordinary Americans

By Kathryn Crockett
kathryn@albanyherald.com

ALBANY — Twenty-five years
to the day after the Sept. 11 ter-
rorist attacks, veterans and their
families gathered Friday at Veter-
ans Park here to dedicate a monu-
ment to those who served in the
Global War on Terror.

The monument, sponsored by
American Legion Post 30 and the
Exchange Club of Albany, joins the
park’s World War IT, Korean War
and Vietnham War memorials. Its
inscription reads: “Dedicated to
those who fought and sacrificed
for the freedom of others, hav-
ing been led by love of country.”

Retired Army Lt. Col. Ed
Northrop, who led the project

for the post, served 20 years as
an infantry officer, including two
combat tours in Vietnam — first
as an infantry company com-
mander, then as an advisor to
the South Vietnamese military.
The deployments kept him from
his wife and two children for 24
months.

“I knew what I was doing. I
may not have been doing every-
thing just right, but I knew what
I was, where I was, and what I
was doing,” Northrop said. “But
my wife did not know. My par-
ents did not.”

His father served in World War
I1, and his brother spent 30 years
in the Army.

Sec AMERICANS, 2A
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Members of the Young Marines unveil Albany’s Global War on
Terror monument Friday at Veterans Park. The memorial chroni-
cles the conflicts and events that led to and defined U.S. military
operations in Irag and Afghanistan.

Elephant statue at
Colquitt County cemetery
IS an unexpectd sight

A statue of an elephant that is located at a cemetery near Moultrie was carved based on
a photo of Nancy, a circus elephant purchased by circus owner William F. Duggan, who

By Alan Mauldin
alan.mauldin@albanyherald.com

MOULTRIE — Watching over a grave
at a country church in Colquitt County,
a life-sized marble baby elephant stands
silent and eternally keeping its eyes on a
former circus owner who had a connec-
tion to Colquitt County.

The elephant, Nancy, is said to be based
on a baby pachyderm who was part of an
animal exhibit that circus owner William
F. Duggan Sr. purchased in the 1940s.

The 5-foot-10-inch statue stands on top
of Duggan’s gravestone at the Pleasant
Grove Primitive Baptist Church about 4
miles outside the city of Moultrie, at the
grave next to Duggan’s father, George
Duggan. The circus owner’s connection to
Moultrie came from his father, who mar-
ried a woman from the area and settled
in Colquitt County.

The lore about Duggan’s life is that
he left home at the age of 12 to join the
Sparks Circus and gained a lifelong love of

Staff Photo: Alan Mauldin

purchased the pachyderm for his animal exhibition in the 1940s. The elephant was placed
at Duggan’s grave as a memorial.

See STATUE, 2A
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Lee County commissioners have authorized a $14,750 traffic
study on Winifred Road to evaluate vehicle speeds, the
posted speed limit and possible safety improvements be-
tfween Old Dawson Road and U.S. Highway 82.

By Kathryn Crockett

Lee County orders Winifred Road speed
study as growth raises safety concerns

measures between Old Dawson ~ was completed, but the Georgia

kathryn@albanyherald.com

LEESBURG — Lee County
will study traffic speeds along
Winifred Road and consider
lowering the posted speed limit
following residential growth
and the resurfacing of the in-
creasingly traveled corridor.

The Lee County Board of
Commissioners approved a
$14,750 agreement Tuesday
with Foresite Group LLC to
collect traffic data, analyze
driving speeds and recom-
mend potential traffic-calming

Road and U.S. Highway 82.

Commission Chairman Luke
Singletary said the improved
road surface has made it easi-
er for motorists to travel fast-
er even as new development
has placed more homes along
the road.

“I travel that road a good bit,
and with it being resurfaced,
it’s a lot more comfortable
going fast,” Singletary said.
“There are a lot of houses that
weren’t there before.”

County Manager Scott Addi-
son said an earlier speed study

Department of Transportation
now requires the information
to be submitted electronically
and collected at several loca-
tions along the road.

The county also waited until
students returned to school so
engineers could measure traf-
fic under more typical condi-
tions, Addison said.

The new study will divide
Winifred Road into four sec-
tions:

Old Dawson Road to Wad-

See SPEED, 2A
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From 1A

FIRE-
FIGHTER

“We have like seven kids right
now in this program. Well, that
would be hard to fund at the
local level,” Woods said. “With
the local fire department pro-
viding the instructor, I mean,
that takes the biggest burden
and probably the biggest cost
off the table there.

“Without that partnership,
this would not be happening.”

Woods said the program gives
students a direct route into the
workforce after graduation.

“If they want a job, they want
a career, it’s here,” he said.
“Hats off to Lee County for
investing in these students

and giving them a pathway to
success.”

Lee County Fire and Emer-
gency Services Chief David
Forrester said the idea grew
out of conversations about
recruitment.

“We were talking about be-
ing short with firefighters, and
it’s not a local issue,” Forrest-
er said. “It’s a state issue. It’s
a nationwide issue.”

Forrester, who has been with
the department 19 years and
had previously been involved
with a junior firefighter pro-
gram for high school students,
said talks with the school sys-
tem came together during the
last school year to launch the
class this year.

The department has 107 fire-
fighters, Forrester said. It is
short some positions, also re-

lies on part-time employees
and has only one volunteer.

Forrester said the program is
aimed in part at students who
don’t plan to attend college or
technical school.

“It’s another option they have
as far as coming out of high
school and ready to enter the
workforce,” he said.

The department plans to
add an EMT program along-
side the fire curriculum next
year, Forrester said.

Capt. Tony Newsome teaches
the class Mondays, Tuesdays
and Fridays during the last two
periods of the school day. He
has trained adult firefighters
and said the high school set-
ting isn’t much different.

During Thursday’s show-
case, Newsome used a small-
scale model of a four-room

house with an attic to show
students how fire spreads, how
smoke travels and how opening
a door can feed a fire oxygen.
He pointed out the thick black
smoke produced by burning
synthetic materials such as
plastic and quizzed students
on the stages of fire.

The lesson carried a message
for every household.

“If your house ever catches
on fire and you're trying to get
out, close doors behind you,
because a lot of times you may
put the fire out just by closing
doors,” Newsome said.

He pointed to a room in the
model that stayed sealed off
from the fire, like a bedroom
with its door closed at night,
to show why closing bedroom
doors makes a house safer.

Newsome also walked stu-

dents through how crews de-
cide whether to go inside a
burning house. Time of day
matters, he said: On a week-
day morning, pets may be the
only ones home.

“Three o’clock in the morn-
ing, who’s going to be there?”
Newsome said. “Everybody’s
going to be home.”

Kelli Duke, LCSS Senior Di-
rector of Secondary Leadership
and Learning for grades 6-11,,
said the program depends on
the fire department.

“We couldn’t do it without
their willingness to supply the
instructor for us,” Duke said.

The school provides class-
room space and is paying for
students’ protective gear, school
officials said. The course builds
on the high school’s existing
public safety pathway and has

room for up to 15 students.

Duke said she knows of a few
similar programs in Georgia,
but “I don’t know that they pro-
vide full-fledged certification at
the end of their program, like
we will.” She said she is not
aware of any in south Georgia.

Duke said Woods raised the
possibility of partnering with
a neighboring school district
that could send students to Lee
County to help fill open seats.

“This is our first year, so
we certainly want it to grow,”
Duke said.

Forrester said he expects other
school systems to follow once
they see the program at work.

“We feel like it certainly will
grow as time goes on,” he said,
adding that his department
likes to “do things first and
lead the way.”

From 1A

AMERICANS

Northrop also was sent five
times to tell families — twice
wives, three times parents —
that a soldier had died.

“Those five occasions where
I had to notify families about
losing their son or their hus-
band were probably five of
the hardest things I ever did
inmylife,” he said. “... It’s the
family’s sacrifice that I always
want to emphasize.”

That sacrifice continued
through the decades of con-
flict that followed the Sept.
11 attacks.

“This war was decades in the
making,” Jonathan Siskey, a
2009 West Point graduate who
deployed to Afghanistan three
times with the 101st Airborne
Division and the 75th Ranger
Regiment, said. “I was blessed
to come home,” Siskey said,
noting that 2,459 Americans
who served there did not.

Siskey wears a bracelet bear-
ing the names of five friends
killed in Afghanistan.

Retired Marine Corps Lt. Col.
Don Gray Jr., an Afghanistan
veteran who was stationed in
Okinawa, Japan, on Sept. 11,

2001, also spoke during the
ceremony.

“Like many, I've seen things
that I can’t unsee, and been
in some places I never want
to return to or talk about,”
Gray said. “The best that we
can do to continue to honor
your sacrifice is by answering
the call in service, whether
that is in arms or in service
to our community.”

For Army Lt. Col. Tim Palm-
er, an active-duty recipient of
the Bronze Star and Purple
Heart medals, that call came
with another Sept. 11 — this
one two years after the attacks.
On Sept. 11, 2003, Palmer’s
platoon in the 10th Mountain
Division led its battalion task

force from Kuwait into Iraq. Of |

the task force’s 765 soldiers,
18 were killed and more than
100 were wounded.

“Welearned that the names |

on casualty reports were not
numbers; they were our friends,”
Palmer said. “One day, a young
person will walk through this
park, and they will ask, ‘What
was the global war on terror?’
Tell them ordinary Americans
did extraordinary things be-
cause they were asked to serve
their country, and they loved
those who they served with.”

From 1A

SPEED

sworth Avenue;

Wadsworth Avenue to Hick-
ory Grove Road;

Hickory Grove Road to
Cookville Road;

Cookville Road to U.S. 82.

Engineers will collect 24-
hour traffic counts and speed
data on a typical weekday while
local schools are in session.

The agreement recommends
collecting the information be-
tween Tuesday and Thursday.
The analysis will include
average speeds, maximum
speeds and the speed at or be-
low which 85% of motorists
are traveling. Engineers also
will review at least 12 months
of reported crash history.
Other considerations will
include the number of homes,
driveways and access points
along the road, pedestrian
and bicycle activity, lane and

shoulder conditions, sight
distances, surrounding land
uses, and whether the corri-
dor is rural, suburban or more
heavily developed.

The study is intended to de-
termine whether the existing
posted speed limits remain
appropriate and provide the
documentation Lee County
would need to submit a formal
speed-limit change to GDOT.

Foresite Group also will
recommend possible traffic-
calming improvements. Those

recommendations may in-
clude both lower-cost mea-
sures and larger, long-term
safety projects.

The firm is expected to de-
liver its speed data, technical
report and recommendations
within eight weeks after re-
ceiving formal notice from the
county to begin work.

Commissioners unanimously
approved the study. The cost
will be billed as a one-time fee
after the work is completed.

Staff Photo:
Kathryn Crockett

American
Legion Post 30
and the Ex-
change Club
of Allbany
sponsored the
unveiling Friday
of a monu-
ment dedicat-
ed to those
who served in
the War on
Terror.

From 1A

STATUE

elephants when he was tasked
with caring for them. The real-
ity may be somewhat different,
but the Florida native’s love of
circuses and animals is not in

doubt.

Perhaps referring to the fa-
mous quote from the movie
“The Man Who Shot Liberty
Valance,” Duggan’s nephew,
Stancel L. May Jr., when writing
about his uncle at the request
of his mother in the 1960s said
that “Frequently, legend, if re-
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peated enough, becomes fact.”

The article is among the ar-
chives of the Museum of Colquitt
County History.

May, who joined Duggan’s Pan
American World-Wide Animal
Exhibit in 1948, wrote that his
uncle’s father died when Dug-
gan was 3 and that as a child he
went on tour with the Howard
Taft Comedians. Later, Duggan
did join the Sparks Circus before
forming the Duggan Brothers
Circus in 1934.

There were no brothers, and
the use of the term in names
seems to have been a big top
convention

“With very few exceptions,
there are no brothers,” May
said in his article. “It’s just a
term that showmen use as most
other businesses use the term
company. And they do not ‘form’
circuses ... they ‘frame’it.”

Duggan sold the circus later
in the same year, according to
Circus World, a museum ded-
icated to circuses in Baraboo,
Wisc. His next stab at owner-
ship came in 1947, when he
bought the World-Wide Ani-
mal Exhibit, which he renamed
Pan American.

Duggan purchased Nancy to

NOTICE

be part of the exhibit, accord-
ing to Circus World archives.
She later toured as part of the
Hagan-Wallace Circus during
the 1950s.

In between the Duggan Broth-
ers Circus and purchasing the
animal exhibit, Duggan oper-
ated the Duggan Music Co., a
chain of coin-operated music
outlets that stretched from Key
West, Fla., to Atlanta.

The Pan American World-
Wide Animal Exhibit toured
the eastern half of the country,
according to May’s account.

As he was reforming the at-
traction as the Hagan-Wallace
Circus, Duggan fell ill during
the summer of 1950 and they
both left the exhibit while it was
in Virginia.

“Many shows use names that
have been around for years and
are recognizable to the public,”
Mays wrote. “In this case, the
name Hagen-Wallace was cho-
sen as a take-off on the name
of another famous old show,
the Hagenbeck-Wallace Cir-
cus. That way we didn’t have
to pay to buy the name.”

After dropping off May, who
had been drafted for the Korean
Conflict, in Moultrie in 1950,
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following presentation of the current year's tax digest and levy, along with the history of the tax digest and levy for the past five years.
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Duggan, who was feeling ill,
continued on to Florida. After
the animal exhibit wrapped up
the season, it returned to De-
Land, Fla., the summer quarters
for the show. During that sum-
mer, Duggan went to a doctor’s
office where he died of a heart
attack before the new circus
had been “framed.”

His death came before the cir-
cus made a single performance.

While pondering on an ap-
propriate memorial, Duggan’s
son and others in the circus hit
on the idea of Nancy. William F.
“Dub” Duggan Jr. took a photo
of Nancy to the Georgia Marble
Co. in Tate, according to May,
where the image was trans-
formed in Cherokee marble from
an 8.5-ton block. The resulting
statue was 7 feet-2 inches long
and 2 feet-4 inches thick, with
a cost of about $10,000.

“Moultrie funeral director
Jack Gregory had a six-foot deep
foundation poured around the
grave site to support the weight
of the elephant, and it was put
in place on a pink Etowah mar-
ble slab along with a matching
marble slab for Mr. Duggan’s
father,” May wrote.

Nancy’s story was just begin-
ning, however. Touted locally
as the only known elephant
grave marker, it turned out
she was not alone.

At the Showmen’s Rest, a
cemetery section in Forest Park,
111, five elephant statues stand
in positions of mourning at the
graves of about 60 members of
the Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus
who died in a 1918 train wreck.

And while there is no statue,
Pope Leo X commissioned a
fresco from the artist Rapha-
el of his favorite animal gift,
Hanno the elephant, who died
in 1516 and whose skeletal re-
mains are buried beneath the
Vatican courtyard.

Nancy’s fame in the wider
world came largely through the
efforts of former Mayor Willie
B. Withers, who served in that
position from 1947-1983.

Withers wrote letters to lead-
ers all over the world, perhaps
even to Queen Elizabeth II,
Colquitt County museum vol-

unteer Faye Bridwell said.

“I think the mayor was the big-
gest promoter,” she said. “You
open his files, he wrote letters
promoting the area. There’s let-
ters to every country, to royalty.”

Among the museum’s files
are a photo of what Bridwell
believes is a royal delegation
visiting the elephant grave site,
including women in long white
gloves and furs.

Alarge brass medal presented
to Withers that contains what ap-
pears to be Latin writing may be
related to that delegation’s visit,
she said. The museum’s archives
do not contain the identity of
the delegation in the photo or
information about the medal.

“Whenever he brought people
to town, he carried them out to
see Nancy,” Bridwell said.

Wherever those encountering
the elephant for the first time
hailed from, her presence was
one that brought a reaction
from them.

“The life-size statue of a young
elephant, a memorial to a past
circus owner who loved ani-
mals, can be seen from Georgia
Highway Route 37 (Adel Road)
several miles east of Moultrie,”
a1976 “The Moultrie Observer
and Weekly Moultrie Observ-
er” article noted. “In fact, many
motorists who are strangers
to the area risk wrecking their
cars while craning their necks
to get a second look — the first
is normally an unbelieving one.”

One museum volunteer re-
membered her father taking
her to the cemetery as a child
and helping her climb onto the
statue.

These days Nancy is not the
attraction she once was, but
she does hold fond memories
to some in the community.

When Bridwell mentioned
to a friend that she was doing
research on the elephant to as-
sist an Albany Herald reporter,
it produced a wave of nostalgia,
she said..

“Nancy is a sweet memory,”
Bridwell said. “When I brought
it up, it brought on a flood of
memories for her remember-
ing that as a youngster.”
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Horos

ARIES (March 21-April
19): While Universal stars
are on the upswing today, an
impulse financial move is
never recommended, espe-
cially if other people are cur-
rently involved. Focus on
handling daily business.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20): Love-bombing is a tech-
nique to be aware of if you're
single and dating. It can pre-
cipitate intimacy and connec-
tion quickly, not allowing suf-
ficient time to observe wheth-
er someone is a good person.

GEMINI (May 21-June
20): You might have to push
hard to get something up a
steep metaphorical incline,
then energies could suddenly
reach critical mass and flow
as rapidly as the downward
side of a roller coaster.

CANCER (June 21-July
22): Getting a project going
could take some effort, but at
some point, your muse should
awaken and make your cre-
ativity flow almost effortless-
ly. Ask yourself if it’s time to
say what you've been waiting
to say.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22):
The energies of control and
escape from control could
show up in some form in your
living space. The best resolu-
tion could be to find a balance
between helpful unity and
freedom for individual
expression.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22): If a communiqué makes
sense and flows naturally it
could be fine, if you get a sud-
den impulse to push the
envelope, you could come
across as too reactive. Be
authentic but also keep goals
at the forefront.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
22): If they want money as
proof of belief, don’t get
sucked in, that’s a huge red
flag. Belief without facts isn’t
a way to choose investments
or a major purchase. Give
yourself another week or so
for this round of inner work.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov.
21): Spontaneity can be a lot
of fun but not every impulse
brings a positive outcome.
Weigh it before you do it,
even under today’s relatively

benevolent stars. Time with
true friends is golden.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21): Don’t jump
just because a little gremlin
on your shoulder whispered
to do it. Tune in to subcon-
scious urges before they push
you into choices and actions

that may not align with long-
term objectives.
CAPRICORN (Dec.

22-Jan. 19): Friends don’t
let friends make major blun-
ders. Help a friend avoid a
problem or listen seriously to
advice if you're about to take
a leap. Expand your aware-
ness through learning or trav-
el.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18): Be intentional, not
sudden or reactive, in the
workplace regardless of
recent pressures. Long-term
goals need to trump momen-
tary urges, that's how you
build a disciplined life.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20): Something surprising
could grab your attention but
don’t jump in until you've
done some homework. Part-
nership works best when
both people are able to leave
their egos at the door.

IF TODAY IS YOUR
BIRTHDAY: After what
may have been a somewhat
harrowing 2026 so far, the
remainder of the year looks to
be both easier and more prof-
itable. There’s a lot of produc-
tive thinking that can happen
late this month and into
October. Note down valuable
insights for the future. An
opportunity that emerges
later in the month could be
amazing but look past what
you want to see to be certain
before you jump. If it’s a
bonafide opening, expect
improved cash flow and
greater artistry, too. In
November, follow your intu-
ition, you could hit a little
jackpot with some luck. Later
in the month, many needed
resources could begin to
arrive—they could be ideas,
support and assistance, tan-
gible items, and still more
money. In December, a need-
ed conversation could bring
healing, and you could get
recognition for your top-tier
talents.

TQDAY IN

1862 - During the Ameri-
can Civil War, Confederate
forces capture Harpers Ferry
in Virginia

1916 - Tanks are used for
the first time in battle at the
Battle of the Somme during
World War I

1935 - The Nuremberg
Laws deprive German Jews
of citizenship. Nazi Germany
adopts a new national flag
bearing the swastika

1942 - U.S. Navy aircraft
carrier USS Wasp is sunk by
Japanese torpedoes at Gua-
dalcanal during World War
I

1958 - A Central Railroad
of New Jersey commuter
trains runs through an open

HISTORY '\7 N

drawbridge at the Newark
Bay, killing 48

1974 - Air Vietnam Flight
706 is hijacked and while
attempting to land, crashes
with 75 on board

1981 - Sandra Day
O’Conner is unanimously
approved by the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee to become
the first female justice of the
Supreme Court of the United
States

2008 - Lehman Brothers
files for Chapter 11 bank-
ruptcy with the largest bank-
ruptcy filing in U.S. history

2017 - The Parsons Green
bombing takes place in Lon-
don

CALENDAR OF OBSERVANCES

e 8-Track Tape Day
Butterscotch Cinnamon
Pie Day
Get Ready Day
Google . com Day
Greenpeace Day
Make a Hat Day
National Caregivers Day
National Cheese Toast
Day
¢ National Day of the
Cowgirl

¢ National Double
Cheeseburger Day

e National IT Professionals
Day

e National Linguine Day

* National Neonatal Nurses
Day

e National On-Line
Learning Day

e National Thank You Day

e Tackle Kids Cancer Day

(The Albany Herald (U.S.P.S. 012-320), 306 W. Broad Ave.,
Albany, Ga 31701, published daily by GTLN, is the legal or-
gan of Dougherty and Calhoun Counties. Periodicals class
postage paid at Albany, Ga. Postmaster: Send address
changes to The Albany Herald, 306 W. Broad Ave., Albany,
\Go 31701. Business Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.)
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

Keep your fears fo yourself, but share
your courage with others.

Robert Louis Stevenson,
author (1850-1894)

CORRECTION

This newspaper is committed to publish-
ing fair and accurate information. Errors
should be brought to the attention of
Editor Carlton Fletcher at (229) 888-9300.
Corrections or clarifications will appear
in this space.

o

TOdOy Wednesday

93

Thursday

88 87

Weather Forecast
D O D <Y

Friday

89° 88 87 88
OGO DE B D
\_ _J

~\

Sunday Monday

Daily Bridge Club

Reporting the play

By Frank Stewart
Tribune Content Agency

Cy the Cynic observes that
the wages of sin wouldn’t be
as desirable if they were paid
immediately. At least that’s the
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CQJ10942 CK86
OK874 SJ109
*KQ6 ®*875432
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6A All Pass
Opening lead -0 Q
©2026 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

case in my club’s daily
penny games: You lose,
you settle up when the
game ends.

Cy was today’s North,
and when he jumped to four
spades, South boldly bid six.
West was Ed, my club’s best
player, and he led the queen
of hearts. South took the ace,
drew the missing trump with
dummy’s king and next led a
diamond: jack, queen, king. Ed
returned a diamond, and East
got a diamond trick at the end.
Down one.

12TH TRICK

“You booted it,” Cy growled
at his partner. “Ruff a heart at
Trick Two, lead a trump to dum-
my and ruff the last heart. Then
lead a trump to dummy, return
the nine of clubs and follow with
your ten. When West wins, any-

"
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Frank Stewart

thing he returns gives you
a 12th trick.”

When the game ended,
Ed was the big winner, as
usual, and Cy had to pay off.

“The wages of sin prob-

ably go unreported,” the

Cynic grumbled. At least

| reported this deal in my
column.

DAILY QUESTION

Youhold: SK98532HA
73D652C9. Your partner
opens AINT. The next player pass-
es. What do you say?

ANSWER: | can’timagine how
players handled this hand be-
fore the advent of “transfer” re-
sponses; presumably, they bid
four spades (an overbid) or two
spades (an underbid). Bid two
hearts, a transfer. When partner
bids two spades, raise to three,
suggesting a six-card suit and
seven or eight high-card points,
and let him judge.

South dealer

N-S vulnerable

»
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Advice Columnist

Newly sober friend

won’'t make amends

By Eric Thomas
Tribune Content Agency

Dear Eric: My friend, “Jac”
had a very public “meltdown”
and was ordered to inpatient
rehabilitation for his 20-year-
long drug addiction. One year
after his treatment, he has not
changed and continues to hurt
others and blame others for
his many shortcomings. This
is called being a “dry drunk,”
when a sober person still be-
haves like someone in active
addiction.

My friend thinks everyone
should be very proud of him
for “getting clean” but he is still
the same person he has always
been. How can his friends tell
Jac that he needs to make ma-
jor changes before we will “re-
friend” him? He is working a
12-step program.

— Patiently Waiting for
Steps 8 and 9

Dear Patiently: After 20
years of active addiction, it may
take more than a year for Jac
to put his life back together or
to look at his behavior and his
circumstances with true clar-
ity. Sobriety is a journey that
happens one day at a time, and
it seems that he’s still working
through some of the old behav-
iors that have caused him and
others pain in the past.

It’s fine for you to set a bound-
ary with Jac by telling him that
you are proud of him for get-
ting clean but that there are still
issues between you that you
need to work out before you
can fully come back into his life.
But it’s not your or your other
friends’ responsibility to hold a
friend-tervention of sorts. Jac
needs to work on these chal-
lenges and shortcomings with
his sponsor.

He may not understand the
boundary that you're setting at

first. You can convey your pride,
and support him as you're able,
while also keeping the distance
that you need until he’s able to
make amends.

Dear Eric: When I was a
younger woman, [ was in an
abusive relationship. Out of
it came one son, who is now
over 50.

He is abusive, also. In his
younger days, while still liv-
ing at home, he attempted to
hit me. Now that he is grown
up, he says abusive things to
me on our phone calls. The last
time he expressed this behav-
ior, I asked him not to call me.

He annoys me. I don’t miss
the phone calls. However, I do
wish him well.

Did I do the right thing?
Please advise.

— No Calls

Dear No Calls: I'm sorry
you experienced abusive mis-
treatment from your son and
his father. It can be so hard to
remove oneself from these situ-
ations, especially because abus-
ers don’t respect boundaries.

It was right of you to ask your
son not to call you. Through
his actions he was showing
an unwillingness or an inabil-
ity to treat you with respect.
A boundary like the one you
put in place can often help to
preserve the relationship, at a
healthy distance. He now has
the responsibility to address his
abusive tendencies and then to
make amends to you, should
you be open to it.

That process would be harder,
if not impossible, if you still had
to put up with abusive phone
calls from him. You can wish
him well from afar while pre-
serving your peace.

Dear Eric: I can identify
with the letter writer who is un-

Eric Thomas

happy after 40 years of marriage
(“On the Cusp”). I have been
married 62 years and though
I truly love my spouse, retire-
ment has brought out some
negatives that were easier to
overlook when we were both
out of the house.

We have found that joining
groups with different activities,
volunteering and even working
part time has helped us better
prioritize our time and leaves
less time for negativity.

We have more to talk about
at the end of the day instead
of focusing on each other and
what makes us unhappy. The
friendships we have developed
over the years would truly be a
huge loss if we were to separate
and if On The Cusp finds some
outside interests to involve
both of them they can keep
this marriage going through
the rough patch.

— Been There, Done More

Dear Been There: Thank
you for this great perspective.
Marriages can be completely
different in retirement, just
as they’re completely differ-
ent when raising children, or
caregiving, or in many other
phases of life. It can be help-
ful for couples to make a con-
certed effort to get to know
each other again and to get to
know themselves. I love that
you and your spouse worked
on enriching your lives and let
that enrichment spill over into
your union.

One other note on the original
letter. A few people suggested
that if the letter writer’s hus-
band’s behavior has changed
dramatically, the cause may be
more complex than simply re-
tirement. It may be worth get-
ting a medical evaluation to rule
out something more serious.

Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA
19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.

SQUAWKBOX

squawkbox@albanyherald.com

Every time I drive into the
Meredyth recycling center
and there are no other cars,
everyone is sitting around.
Why can’t they spend some
time sorting materials that
have been brought in?
Aren’t they there to work
and receive a paycheck?
So many people in Albany
don’t have pride in them-
selves and their surround-
ings. Just look at the litter
all over town.

I am still waiting on my
DOGE refund check Trump
promised. When will I get a
Trump Dividend check?

With the uproar over

ridiculous property tax
increases in Dougherty
County, citizens should

address the nonprofits and
their free ride. Albany citi-
zens have long known that
we have hundreds, maybe
thousands, of nonprofit
tax free properties. Hun-
dreds of rentals in Albany
are owned by churches. It
is a double steal; pay no
taxes on the property but
collect taxpayer dollars for
Section 8 rent. Not only
are the churches not pay-
ing taxes, they are getting
our tax money. Talk about
a complete free ride.

If the Democrats win the
midterm elections, it is the
end of the United States.
No matter how things look
now, you cannot believe
the lies from the Demo-
crats.

Good article debunking
the feelings that Albany
is riddled with crime. No
matter where you live, a
little common sense goes a
long way: Lock your doors,
always be aware of your
surroundings, carry your
keys in your hand when ap-
proaching your car, know
your neighbors and their
cars, keep your garage door
closed. Most crime hap-
pens at night, so go shop-
ping etc. during the day.
This is not being paranoid;
it’s preventing you from
becoming a crime statistic
anywhere in the U.S.

The “Pretty Boy” politi-
cal ad about Ossoff makes
me wonder: Did the same
agency come up with Loef-
fler’s disastrous “Attila the
Hun” ad years ago? Both
have the same vibes, as
in, who thought this was a
good idea?

That lady whose picture is
with the “Into the Woods”
story is really spooky look-
ing. I found out she is play-
ing a witch. Perfect. It’s ob-
vious this young lady really
got into her part. Can’t wait
to see the show.

I tried to tell you, did the
math, the demographics
and statical analysis, pro-
vided historical leadership
issues, yet you ignored and
voted the ad valorem/sales
tax swap. Now comes reas-
sessment, a vague “prom-
ise” of “some” rate that
meets an out-of-control
budget and, behold, land-
lords are passing down
property taxes to renters
that can’t afford to live.
Surprise!

Does anyone really be-
lieve Big Pharma, making
billions, is working on a
cure for their money-mak-
ers?

Social media post of the
day is from a woman who
told her daughter to “fix her
attitude.” The girl respond-
ed, “For technical support,
contact the manufacturer.”
Sounds like I still may have
some family out there that
I didn’t know about. The
Man Without a Family

DELIVERY QUESTIONS: If your pc-
per hasn’t been delivered call our
Circulation Department at 229-
888-9300. Hours are 8:30 am-5 pm
weekdays, closed on holidays. A
customer service representative
will assist you. (All papers are by
mail only and delivered by U.S.
Postal Service.)

POSTAL SERVICE COMPLAINTS:
If you are dissatisfied with delivery,
ask your postmaster for a Con-
sumer Service Card and record

The Albany Herald

MAIN OFFICE: 229-888-9300
SUBSCRIPTIONS: 229-888-9300

your complaint. If this does not
bring improvement, contact us at
1-800-ASK-USPS (1-800-275-8777) or
TTY: 711., or write your complaint
to USPS’s Consumer Advocate
office atf: United States Postal Ser-
vice Office of the Consumer Ad-

vocate, 475 L' Enfant Plaza SW,
Washington, D.C. 20260

TO REPORT NEWS ITEMS: Email
the editor at carlton.fletcher@al-
banyherald.com or call 229-888-
9300.

CLASSIFIED, DISPLAY OR ONLINE

ADS: Advertising can be placed
by phone, email and/or in person
Mon.-Fri., 8:30 am - 5 pm or call
229-888-9300. For classifieds and
display/public notices/online ads
email Phil Cody at phil.cody@al-
banyherald.com or call 229-888-
9300.

Our office is at 306 W. Broad Ave.,
Albany, GA 31701.

BILLING: Business hours are Mon-
day-Friday 8:30 am-5 pm, contact
number: 229-888-9300.
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TODAY’S “Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall
BIBLE say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.”
VERSE Matthew 5:11

COLUMNIST B MARC HYDEN
A tale of two states shows dangers of overregulation

In a perfect world, state and local governments
wouldn’t be powerful enough to devastate commu-

business 12 years running. Companies have long
taken note.

nities and leave them in ruin. Govern-
ments would be limited, and free mar-
kets would largely rule. Unfortunately,
we do not live in this utopia.

We live in the real world in which
many state officials love to grow govern-
ment to their own detriment. Time and
again, governments interfere with pri-
vate markets and institute community-
killing policies, although one state’s economy-
busting policy is another state’s boon. A New York
versus Georgia comparison provides an excellent
case study, and I saw this firsthand on a recent trip
to Utica, N.Y., to visit my wife’s family.

Utica and its environs peaked, in many ways, in
the 1950s and 1960s when its population was
around 100,000. Now, fewer than 63,000 people
live there. In its heyday, the city was a thriving tex-
tile center, but the boom times went bust. As the
Landmarks Society of Greater Utica notes, “After
World War II, the local economy collapsed as mill
after mill shut down,” but the city served as a tech-
nology base, too. General Electric opened a factory
in Utica and expanded operations in the 1940s and
1950s. By 1993, General Electric had shuttered its
business in the city.

Similarly, Griffiss Air Force Base, which was
located nearby, ceased operations in 1995, and
Ilion’s gun-maker Remington Arms formally relo-
cated in 2024. Myriad other employers have closed
up shop, moved elsewhere or deserted the Empire
State. In short, the modern story of Utica is one of
employers fleeing. But why did they leave and
where did they go?

That isn’t terribly hard to figure out: The Tax
Foundation found that New York has the 16th-
highest corporate income taxes; the Cato Institute
ranked New York the 48th-worst for regulatory
freedom; and New York has some of the strongest
union protections, which burden businesses. New
York also has one of the country’s highest individ-
ual income tax rates.

While post-war industrial restructuring and off-
shoring are a large part of Utica’s sad equation,
New York’s tax, regulatory and pro-union environ-
ment has made it harder for businesses to thrive
and forces entrepreneurs to seek greener pastures.
They found them in Southern states, like Georgia,
which are more likely to espouse a laissez-faire
public policy approach.

The results speak volumes. The Peach State has
the 31st-lowest corporate income taxes; ranks 11th
for regulatory freedom; is decidedly less favorable
to unions; has one of the lower individual income
tax rates; and has been ranked the best place for
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After World War II, Utica’s textile mills
migrated to the South thanks to cheaper
labor and laws that don’t compel workers
to join unions. Remington Arms moved
operations to pro-gun, anti-union Geor-
gia. Not every closing was necessarily
related to failed public policy. Griffiss Air
Force Base, for instance, was considered
redundant after the Cold War.

Similarly, General Electric no longer needed the
manufacturing operations located in Utica, but it is
unclear whether it might have remained under a
less oppressive tax, regulatory and labor environ-
ment.

The result has left Utica and its surroundings
struggling as it followed a predictable sequence of
events: Government chases businesses out of state
and residents follow employment opportunities
elsewhere. Then tax revenue evaporates, and gov-
ernment officials act shocked.

In a way, that is the Utica experience where local
tax revenues have plummeted, but the costs of
maintaining infrastructure remain — meaning
much of it is in sad shape. The blight of abandoned
homes and businesses also conspicuously marks
the area.

Georgia has its fair share of blight, too, but the
state is developing and growing rapidly — due to a
business-friendly climate. The Peach State ranks
seventh for incoming state-to-state migration.
Thousands of these migrants hail from New York.

While Georgia is enjoying a bit of a renaissance,
Utica — and much of New York — is attempting to
figure out how to revitalize its once-proud commu-
nities. Unfortunately, New York’s government has
shown little willingness to do what is needed most:
get out of the way.

Even small wins for the region are in question. A
company acquired the vacant Remington Arms
campus to redevelop it into an artificial intelligence
data center. This would create jobs and provide a
cash injection from property taxes into the eco-
nomically depressed town. However, local resi-
dents have protested this development, and Gov.
Kathy Hochul signed an executive order placing a
moratorium on new data center construction.

Under its gritty exterior, visitors can easily see
that the metro Utica area was once vibrant, but its
glory days feel an eternity away. Until New York
follows Georgia’s lead and learns that bigger gov-
ernment won’t solve its problems, its decline may
very well continue.

This is not just a lesson for New York. Georgia’s
officials should also take note and stay the course.

COLUMNIST B WAYNE FOWLER

The true identity of fwo young men

Oh, to be 17 again. No longer a child, yet filled with
wonder and questions about life as an adult: Who
am I and how will I live?

One young man invested himself in sports.
His identity was “athlete.” He played quar-
terback on his high school team until suffer-
ing a knee injury. The devastation was not
just physical.

“What I thought was going to be my life --
sports,” he said, “I felt like was being stripped
away from me.”

Who was he, if not an athlete?

One following Sunday in church with his
family, he listened carefully to the sermon. “The
Lord is looking for a few good men,” the pastor said,
“to live the life that He had planned for them.”

In that moment of challenge, the young man
received Jesus Christ as his Savior, realizing, “There
was something bigger planned for me than just
sports.”

Another young man had no plans for what was
next in life. It made him touchy and irritable. A
friend urged him to attend meetings led by the color-
ful preacher Mordecai Ham. At one of those meet-

ings, the young man prayed to receive Christ.

“I had little inkling of what I might do with my
life,” he wrote. “But down inside, I
knew something was different.”

Both of these young men were turn-
ing 17 when they began their life with
Christ. The first is Drew Brees, who
found his calling as an NFL quarter-
back. He proclaimed his identity and
purpose in Christ during his recent hall
of fame speech.

The second is Billy Graham, called by
God to proclaim the gospel of Christ around the
world.

“If we don’t know who we are,” he wrote, “we’ll
never know how we ought to live.”

In other words, your identity and purpose are
linked. Whether you are 17 or 67, what you do next
is grounded in who you are. To identify with Christ
is to find your purpose here: “He died for all, so that
they who live might no longer live for themselves,
but for Him who died and rose again on their
behalf.” (2 Cor. 5:15)

COLUMNIST B SCOTT LUDWIG

Looking back on a year
of freshman failures

For the most part, high school
was, with the possi-
ble exception of
chemistry and climb-
ing that darn knotted
rope in P.E., relative-
ly easy. I didn’t
expect things would
be much different
when I got to college.

Little did I know
that success in high
school didn’t neces-
sarily mean success in college.
As it turns out, that was like
believing I could become a doc-
tor simply because I'd seen every
episode of “Marcus Welby,
M.D.”

In my first year of college,
most of my classes were early in
the morning. That wasn’t by
choice; it was only because the
more desirable afternoon ones
were taken by juniors and
seniors who got to pick first.
That’s why I ended up taking
calculus my freshman year.
Class met at 8 a.m. every Mon-
day through Friday. Since I
always did well in math in high
school, I didn’t anticipate any
problems with calculus.

The Titanic didn’t anticipate
hitting an iceberg, either.

Since the instructor never
took attendance, I seldom
attended class. More accurately,
aside from the first day, I was
never there. In my defense, wak-
ing up in time for first period in
the same year the state’s legal
drinking age was lowered from
21 to the age I happened to be at
the time — 18 — was asking a bit
much.

The only requirement for cal-
culus was passing the midterm
and final exams. I don’t remem-
ber there ever being any home-
work. Then again, I never went
to class so I can’t say for sure.
Final calculus grade: my first-
ever F. Off to a rousing start.

My second class was biology.
Since I never did particularly
well in any course in high school
that ended in OGY -- ecology,
ecology, zoology -- I dreaded
taking any class in science,
which happened to be a require-
ment for all first-year students.

When it came time to register
for a science course, the pick-
ings were slim. Regardless of
which one I took, unlike calcu-
lus, I knew for a fact that science
would be a problem. It came
down to a choice between biol-
ogy or meteorology. Since I
never could remember the dif-
ference between cumulus and
cirrus clouds, I opted for the
lesser of two evils and chose
biology.

Let me just say that biology
was, well, incomprehensible.
The only thing I learned the
entire semester is that I didn’t
want to see the inside of a frog
ever again. Final biology grade:
my second F.

Now let me explain how the
grading system worked in deter-
mining a student’s grade-point
average (GPA):

-- A’s were worth 4 points; B’s
were 3; C’s were 2; and D’s were

LUDWIG

1. F’s, of course, weren’t worth
the report card they
were printed on.

-- For each course,
the credit hours for the
course were multiplied
by the numerical value
of the grade.

-- The sum total of
these calculations were
then divided by the
total number of credit

hours to calculate a
student’s grade-point average.

Now for a real life example
(name withheld by request):

-- Calculus — 5 credit hours X
0 (the grade was F) = o.

-- Biology — 3 credit hours X o
(another F) = o.

-- English — 3 credit hours X 3
(BY) =o9.

-- Economics — 3 credit hours
X 3 (another B) = 9.

-- P.E. — 1 credit hour X 4 (A)
= 4. (There were no knotted
ropes.)

~-0+0+9+ 9+ 4 =22
points.

-- 22 points divided by 15
credit hours = 1.45 GPA, below
2.0 which was low enough to be
placed on academic probation.

The university had a forgive-
ness policy that allowed stu-
dents to retake as many as 10
credit-hours to improve their
GPA. So the aforementioned
anonymous student retook
those two classes to earn 8 hours
of forgiveness: calculus (via the
pass/fail option; he passed) and
biology (he passed with a B).

My mom was thrilled that I
didn’t flunk out of college. Even-
tually this particular student
worked his way off of academic
probation and graduated in four
years. After that, he spent anoth-
er year in college so he could put
off getting a real job for another
12 months to earn a master’s
degree.

The point I'm trying to make
with all of this is that college
today doesn’t appear to be any-
thing like it was back then. For
one thing, just getting accepted
into college appears to be a lot
harder. I did a practice SAT with
my grandson since he’ll be grad-
uating from high school soon.
We scored 300 points less than
I did when I took the SAT back
in high school — a score my
grandson probably would have
exceeded had I not pitched in to
help.

In my defense, however, there
seemed to be an overwhelming
amount of calculus. At least too
much for a practice exam. And
for another thing, the legal
drinking age isn’t 18 anymore.
It’s now 21 which, according to
a mathematical computation I
did in my head without the use
of any calculus whatsoever, is
three years older than it was
when I was in school. I trust 8
a.m. classes are a lot easier to
make without a hangover.

One last thing and T’ll stop.
Take this one any way you see
fit: In all my years since I gradu-
ated from college, not once have
I ever needed to dissect a frog.

SHARE YOUR
THOUGHTS:

EMAIL: carlton.fletcher@albanyherald.com
MAIL: Albany Herald News
306 W. Broad Avenue, Albany GA, 31701
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What
to watch
TUESDAY

September 15, 2026

All times Eastern. Start times can vary based
on cable/satellite provider. Confirm times on
your on-screen guide.

America’s Got Talent
NBC, 8 p.m. Live

In the semifinals, 12 acts compete live for
America’s votes and the chance to advance
to the finale.

Dancing With the Stars
ABC, 8 p.m. ® Season Premiere

The two-night Season 35 premiere looks
promising, with 16 new celebs — including
Summer House star Ciara Miller, The Traitors
breakout Maura Higgins, Savannah Bananas
second baseman Jackson Olson and Guill-
ermo Rodriguez (Jimmy Kimmel's sidekick
and comedy partner) — looking for their shot
at the Mirrorball. The other competitors are
Sarah Jane Nader, Harry Shum Jr., Conner
Leavitt, Taylor Hanson, Amber Glenn, Ezra
Frech, Connor Wood, Julia Stiles, Tatyana Ali,
Tyler Cameron, Jenna Dewan and Giada De
Laurentiis.

Kitchen Nightmares

FOX, 8 p.m. m Season Finale

Gordon Ramsay helps eatery owners turn
around their failing businesses in the two-
part season finale “Wick 'n Ore Kitchen &

Tap” and “Firenze Restaurant & Pizzeria.”

CATCH A CLASSIC

TCM Spotlight:

Swashbucklers
TCM, beginning at 8 p.m.

Errol Flynn and Maureen O’Hara lead 1952’s
Against All Flags (pictured), while Burt
Lancaster gets to show off his athletic side
in the playful adventure The Crimson Pi-
rate (1952). With the advent of TV in the
1950s, nervous studios began to shy away
from costly historical epics, but there were
exceptions — none more enjoyable than

TV REIMAGINED
What to Waich Now!

‘Dancing With
the Stars’

A Very Haunted

Renovation
HGTV, 8 p.m. ®m New Series

This new nightmarish competition series
follows six brave renovators and designers
who will stay at one of the most haunted
houses in America for 31 days with only one
mission: completing the renovations. The
spooky six episodes, hosted by actress Anna
Camp (Scream 7), will follow the contestants
as they face off to transform the home into
a fully livable masterpiece while facing
elimination challenges and competing for a
$50,000 grand prize.

1952’s jocular The Crimson Pirate, with
Lancaster as the most agile of scalawags,
often boldly bare-chested and always
flashing a dazzling smile as he soars from
mast to mast. In one unforgettable scene,
he drops down long enough to plant a kiss
on a jaded lass who has just declared, “If
only there was something to break up the
monotony of this voyage.” Never a dull
moment in the life of a swashbuckler. The
mood turns darker with Fritz Lang’s Moon-
fleet (1955), starring Stewart Granger.
These films share the genre’s love of action
and romance, but each brings a very differ-
ent style to the adventure.

DISNEY

R.J. Decker

ABC, 10 p.m. ® Season Premiere

The drama starring Scott Speedman as the
titular disgraced newspaper photographer
and ex-con who starts over as a private in-
vestigator in South Florida returns for Season
2. A reunion with an old prison acquaintance
pulls R.J. into a string of daring bank heists.

Password
NBC, 10 p.m. m Season Finale

Jimmy Fallon and celebrity guest Alan Cum-
ming pair up with contestants and face off over
two “Traitorous” games in the season finale.

UNIVERSAL PICTURES

Stayluned

What2Watch All Month Long!

MOVIES

‘Blindness’

FOCUS FEATURES

Cape Fear (1991, Suspense) Robert
De Niro, Nick Nolte BBC America,
6 p.m.

Double Double Trouble (2026,
Suspense) Tami Roman, Colin Law-
rence LMN, 6 p.m.

Fuze (2025, Action) Aaron Tay-
lor-Johnson, Theo James HBO,
7:20 p.m.

Kiss the Girls (1997, Mystery) Mor-
gan Freeman, Ashley Judd SHO,
8 p.m.

National Treasure: Book of Se-
crets (2007, Action) Nicolas Cage,
Jon Voight Freeform, 8:25 p.m.

The Mask (1994, Comedy) Jim Car-
rey, Cameron Diaz SYFY, 8:30 p.m.

Donnie Brasco (1997, Crime
drama) Al Pacino, Johnny Depp
BBC America, 9 p.m.

Scream (1996, Horror) Neve Camp-
bell, David Arquette Starz, 9 p.m.

Jurassic World (2015, Adventure)
Chris Pratt, Bryce Dallas Howard
FX, 10 p.m.

Panic Room (2002, Suspense)
Jodie Foster, Forest Whitaker VH1,
10 p.m.

Deep Impact (1998, Action) Rob-
ert Duvall, Tea Leoni Sundance,
11 p.m.

Snakes on a Plane (2006, Sus-
pense) Samuel L. Jackson, Kenan
Thompson SYFY, 11 p.m.

Blindness (2008, Suspense) Ju-
lianne Moore, Mark Ruffalo SHO,
11:45 p.m.

From the editors of W
TV Weekly and tvinsider.com

$3.99/Month
CALL: 888-899-9992

Mention code: tunel

What
to watch
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September 16, 2026

All times Eastern. Start times can vary based
on cable/satellite provider. Confirm times on
your on-screen guide.

MasterChef

FOX, 8 p.m. m Season Finale

With the competition nearing an end, every
detail matters as the chefs craft their most
remarkable dishes in a last bid to impress
the judges in “Finale Part 2.”

The Real Housewives
of Salt Lake City

Bravo, 8 p.m. m Season Premiere

This season the ladies celebrate St. Pat-
rick’s Day in San Francisco and get some
much-needed sunshine in Hawaii. Though
they agree to set aside their differences and
come together, nothing in Salt Lake City lasts
forever as enduring bonds are tested and
surprising new relationships are formed. Re-
turning this season are Housewives Lisa Bar-
low, Mary Cosby, Heather Gay, Angie Katsa-
nevas, Meredith Marks, Bronwyn Newport,
Whitney Rose and friend Britani Bateman.
Friend Ashley Quai also enters the mix.

Forged in Fire
History, 8 p.m. = Season Finale

A two-hour season finale marks the end of
Season 11, which was filled with plenty of
home builds and special blade challenges.

Nation’s Dumbest
FOX, 9 p.m. m Season Finale

It’s “The Finals!,” the episode that none of
the celebrities wanted to reach. The last two
celebs go head-to-head, each desperate to
avoid being crowned “The Nation’s Dumb-
est.” Jack Whitehall hosts.

NOVA

PBS, 9 p.m.

The new episode “The Battle to Breathe”
looks at the fight against cystic fibrosis, and
how a combination of three drugs is improv-
ing symptoms and slowing the progression of
the disease in patients.

TV REIMAGINED

What to Waich Now!

Ages of Ice

PBS, 10 p.m. = New Series

This series is a high-stakes journey into the
heart of our planet’s frozen wilderness, fol-
lowing researchers as they push the boundar-
ies of exploration. Each mission is a step to-
ward understanding how glaciers move, how
oceans rise and how the rhythms of the past
compare to the quickening tempo of today.

In “The Frozen Heart,” scientists scale jagged
peaks and descend the ice sheet to determine
how the polar world is transforming.

CATCHA
CLASSIC

Anne Bancroft
Birthday Tribute

TCM, beginning at 8 p.m.

TCM celebrates Anne Bancroft one night
before what would have been her 95th
birthday. Bancroft died of cancer at just
73. The tribute opens with one of her most
famous roles as Mrs. Robinson in 1967’s
The Graduate (pictured), followed by
her Oscar-winning performance as teacher

NIKLAS MARC HEINECKE

South Park

Comedy Central, 10 p.m. =
Season Premiere

Trey Parker and Matt Stone bring the adven-
tures of Stan, Kyle, Cartman and many more
beloved characters back for the animated
comedy’s 29th season. Following tonight’s
premiere, new episodes will follow every
other Wednesday through Nov. 25. Stone and
Parker announced that the show is jokingly
changing its name to South America for the
new season in a satirical political stunt.

AVCO EMBASSY PICTURES

Annie Sullivan in The Miracle Worker
(1962). Later films include The Pumpkin
Eater (1964) and The Prisoner of Second
Avenue (1975).

What2Watch All Month Long!

Stayluned

MOVIES
YOUW’LL LOVE

‘Ocean’s 8’

BARRY WETCHER

In Love With My Partner’s Wife
(2022, Suspense) Gina Vitori, An-
drew Spach LMN, 6 p.m.

F9 The Fast Saga (2021, Action)
Vin Diesel, Michelle Rodriguez
SYFY, 7 p.m.

Casino (1995, Crime drama) Robert
De Niro, Sharon Stone BBC Amer-
ica, 8 p.m.

Falling into Place (2026, Ro-
mance) Alvina August, Nathan
Witte Hallmark, 8 p.m.

The Day After Tomorrow (2004,
Action) Dennis Quaid, Jake Gyllen-
haal AMC, 8 p.m.

Ralph Breaks the Internet (2018,
Children) John C. Reilly, Sarah Sil-
verman Freeform, 8:25 p.m.

How to Lose a Guy in 10 Days
(2003, Romance-comedy) Kate
Hudson, Matthew McConaughey E!,
9 p.m.

In the Grey (2026, Action) Jake
Gyllenhaal, Henry Cavill Starz,
9 p.m.

The Bear Lake Murders (2025,
Suspense) Mercedes de la Zerda,
Tom Stevens LMN, 10 p.m.

Jurassic Park 111 (2001, Adven-
ture) Sam Neill, William H. Macy
AMC, 10:30 p.m.

It Follows (2014, Horror) Maika
Monroe, Keir Gilchrist SYFY,
11 p.m.

Ocean’s 8 (2018, Comedy) San-
dra Bullock, Cate Blanchett HBO,
11 p.m.

weekly
From the editors of
TV Weekly and tvinsider.com

$3.99/Month
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PEANUTS Charles M. Schulz
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GARFIELD Jim Davis POOCH CAFE Paul Giligan
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DO vOU EVER GET TIME-SAVERS ALL THE WORMS. LINE. AND HERE'S MY NET. FALVING INTO THE WATER
YOU'VE FORGOTTEN ANP HERE'S WHILE WE'RE FISHING?
TO PO SOMETHING? _ MY WALLET. THOSE FIGHES' PEMANDS

KEEP GETTING
STEEPER. )
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HOW TO PILAY: All the words listed below appear in the puzzle — hori-
zontally, vertically, diagonally and even backward. Find them, circle each
letter of the word and strike it off the list. The leftover letters spell the
WONDERWORD.

Find the familiar phrase, saying or
name in this arrangement of letters.
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Abstraction, Algae, Aquatic, Bank, Baseflow, Biotope,
Brook, Channel, Cold, Cool, Deposition, Erosion, Filtration,
Flint, Glide, Habitat, Headcut, Heron, Invertebrates,
Karst, Minnow, Moss, Nitrogen, Percolation, Permeable,
Phosphate, Pollution, Pool, Riparian, Riprap, Silt,
Spawning, Stickleback, Substrate, Transparent, Vole

TODAY’S ANSWER:  Runoff
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Ja-Rod Holsey

Special Albany-Dougherty
unit arrests murder suspect

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

ALBANY — The Alba-
ny-Dougherty Special In-
vestigative Unit, working
with the U.S. Marshals
Southeast Regional Fu-
gitive Task Force, appre-
hended 25-year-old Ja-Rod
Jaheem Holsey recently on
outstanding warrants re-
lated to a June 1 homicide
at 1016 N. Slappey Blvd.

Holsey was apprehended
at 525 Don Cutler Apart-
ment 60.

According to the Special
Investigative Unit, Holsey
was wanted on the follow-
ing charges:

Murder

Four counts of aggra-
vated assault

Possession of marijuana
with intent to distribute

Possession of drug-re-
lated objects

Possession of a firearm
during the commission of
a crime

Fleeing or attempting
to elude a law enforce-
ment officer

Failure to appear for
a fingerprintable charge
Probation violation

Authorities reported
that Holsey was in pos-
session of approximately
568.8 grams of marijuana
and a firearm at the time
of his arrest. He was ad-
ditionally charged with
possession of marijuana
with intent to distribute,
possession of a firearm
during the commission
of a crime, possession of
a firearm by a convicted
felon and possession of
drug-related objects.

During the operation,
authorities also arrested
26-year-old Kawaiya Mills.
Mills was charged with
possession of marijuana
less than 1 ounce and hin-
dering the apprehension
of a fugitive.

The Albany-Dougherty
Special Investigative Unit
includes personnel from
the Dougherty County
Sheriff’s Office, Albany
Police Department and
Dougherty County Police
Department.

Phoebe welcomes internal
medicine spemallst Dylan Hewlett

Staff Reports

news@albanyherald.com

ALBANY — Phoebe Physicians has
welcomed Dr. Dylan Hewlett to its grow-
ing team of internal medicine specialists
at Phoebe Primary Care at Laurel Place
in Lee County. Phoebe is continuing to
recruit additional internists for the clin-
ic, establishing Laurel Place as the cen-
tral location for its outpatient internal
medicine specialists.

Hewlett earned his medical degree from
the University of Ghana Medical School
in Accra, Ghana, and completed his in-
ternal medicine residency at Piedmont
Athens Regional Hospital in Athens.

Patients have already praised Hewlett for
listening carefully, explaining care clear-
ly and providing a calm, compassionate
experience, hospital officials said. They
have also highlighted the convenience of
same-day appointments and his atten-
tion to comfort and pain management.

Internists specialize in adult medicine
and are trained to provide preventive
care while diagnosing and managing
complex conditions that may involve
multiple organ systems. Their expertise
is especially valuable for adults manag-
ing several chronic health concerns and
coordinating care across specialties.
Phoebe employs internists as hospital-
ists for patients admitted to the hospi-
tal and is now expanding its outpatient

)
'y

Dr. Dylan Hewlett

internal medicine team at Laurel Place.

The expansion is supported by a newly
renovated facility. Located on U.S. High-
way 19 in Lee County, the Laurel Place
clinic recently added treatment space
and refreshed patient care areas, giving
the growing team room to serve more
patients while maintaining high-quality,
efficient care.

At Laurel Place, Hewlett joins internal

medicine specialist Dr. Karen Campbell;
family medicine physician Dr. Patrina
Lockette, who will continue providing
comprehensive primary care; and ad-
vanced practice providers Emily Burford
and Steven Stocking. Phoebe expects
additional internists to join the team in
the near future.

“We have an excellent team of family
medicine physicians serving primary care
clinics across southwest Georgia, and we
know some patients prefer or require a
physician with specialized training in
adult medicine and complex disease
management,” Dr. Estrellita Redmon,
the president of Phoebe Physicians, said.
“Expanding our team at Laurel Place
brings those specialists together in one
location, united by a shared understand-
ing of the community they serve.”

Redmon added that the renovated
space was designed with that long-term
vision in mind.

“We didn’t renovate Laurel Place sim-
ply to make it bigger; we designed it to
become the home of internal medicine
at Phoebe,” she added. “As we continue
adding physicians to this team, patients
will know exactly where to turn for ex-
pert, connected adult care.”

Patients can schedule an appointment
at Phoebe Primary Care at Laurel Place
by calling (229) 312-7490 or visiting
www.choosephoebe.com.

Hospice of Tift Area earns
fifth consecutive 5-star rating

Staff Reports

news@albanyherald.com

TIFTON — Hospice of Tift
Area has earned a 5-star rat-
ing for the fifth consecutive
refresh period.

“This accomplishment further
recognizes our team’s contin-
ued commitment to quality,
compassionate care,” Tressie

Mathis, director of Hospice of
Tift Area and Southwell Pal-
liative Care Services, said in
a news release.

The Centers for Medicare
& Medicaid Services requires
surveys to measure and as-
sess the experiences of hos-
pice patients and their care-
givers. CMS publicly releases
survey results and star ratings

quarterly, with 5-stars being
the highest rating. This recent
recognition encompasses 12
quarters of CMS rolling data.

“We celebrated this accom-
plishment with lunch and des-
sert,” Mathis said. “It is impor-
tant to recognize and celebrate
the dedicated team members
who work every day to pro-
vide high-quality care to our

patients and their families.”
A service of Southwell, Hos-
pice of Tift Area provides spe-
cialized care and support for
people with a limited life ex-
pectancy and their families.
For more information, call
(229) 353-6330 or visit my-
southwell.com/hospice.

Public Notice Aviso publico

Opportunity for Public Hearing for Section 5307
Capital Projects and

Oportunidad de audiencia publica para proyectos
de capital de la Seccion 5307 y

Asistencia Operativa para la Ciudad de Albany, De-
partamento de Transporte bajo la Administracion
Federal de Transito

Se da un aviso que ofrece la oportunidad de una audiencia publica con
el propdsito de coordinar la Seccion 5307 para servicios de transporte
publico, asistida por fuentes federales y se solicita asistencia financiera a
la Administracion Federal de Transito.

Operating Assistance for the City of Albany,
Transit Department under the Federal Transit
Administration

Notice is hereby given affording an opportunity for a public hearing for
the purpose of coordination of Section 5307 for public transportation
services assisted with Federal sources and financial assistance is being

sought from the Federal Transit Administration. . . ) .
La solicitud propuesta de proyecto es para la asistencia de capital y la

asistencia operativa de la Seccion 5307 para el afo fiscal 2028. Segun la
Seccidn 5307, una solicitud de capital para ddlares federales por un im-
porte de $5,908,182,00, para la compra expresa de:

The proposed project application is for Section 5307 capital assistance
and operating assistance for FY 2028. Under Section 5307 a capital
request for federal dollars in the amount of $5,908,182.00, for express

purchase of: Gastos operativos, equipos accesorios para refugios de autobus, seguri-

dad del transporte para instalaciones administrativas y de transporte,
mantenimiento preventivo de flotas e instalaciones, software AVL, for-
macioén y desarrollo de empleados, y otros elementos de capital asocia-
dos.

Operating expenses, bus shelter accessory equipment, transit security
for administrative and transportation facilities, preventative maintenance
of fleet and facilities, AVL software, employee training and development,

and other associated capital items. ] o ) o o ) )
La financiacion de capital solicitada sera asistencia federal por un importe

de 1.777.088 dolares (80% federal); asistencia estatal por un importe
de 222.136 dodlares (10% de igualacion); y asistencia local (10% de
contrapartida) por un importe de 222.136 ddlares. La asistencia opera-
tiva de la Administracion Federal de Transito sera de 1.843.411 ddlares
(50%) para el coste de las operaciones de transporte, con 1.843.411
dodlares (50% de contrapartida local).

The capital funding requested will be federal assistance in the amount
of $1,777,088 (80% Federal); State assistance in the amount of
$222,136 (10% match); and Local assistance (10%match) in the
amount of $222,136. Operating assistance from the Federal Transit Ad-
ministration will be in the amount of $1,843,411 (50%) toward the cost
of transit operations with $1,843,411 (50% local match).

Este proyecto propuesto es coherente con el Plan a Largo Plazo de la
zona y cumple con las Regulaciones Metropolitanas Conjuntas de Planifi-
cacion emitidas por la FTA y la FHWA. Ninguna persona, familia ni empre-
sa sera desplazada por este proyecto. Este proyecto esta en conformidad
con la planificacion integral del uso del suelo y transporte en esta zona.

This proposed project is consistent with the areas Long Range Plan and
conforms to joint Metropolitan Planning Regulations issued by FTA and
FHWA. No persons, families or businesses will be displaced by this proj-
ect. This project is in conformance with the comprehensive land use and

transportation planning in this area. La ciudad de Albany ofrece una oportunidad para que personas inte-

resadas, agencias, proveedores privados de transporte, organizaciones
de servicios humanos o operadores de transporte que representen las
necesidades laborales de transporte de beneficiarios de ayudas sociales y
personas de bajos ingresos puedan responder en relacidon con los aspec-
tos sociales, econdmicos y medioambientales del proyecto.

The City of Albany is affording an opportunity for interested persons,

agencies, private transportation providers, human service organizations

or transit operators representing the employment-related transportation

needs of welfare recipients and low-income individuals to respond with

respect to social, economic, and environmental aspects of the project.

Una copia de la solicitud de subvencidn esta disponible para su inspeccion
publica en la oficina de la

Ciudad de Albany en 712 Flint Ave, Albany, GA 31701.

Cualquier persona interesada en que se celebre una audiencia publica
debe presentar una solicitud por escrito antes del 30/9/2026 a la ciu-
dad de Albany en 712 Flint Ave., Albany, GA 31701, para que
David Hamilton lo haga.

Ciudad de Albany

A copy of the grant application is available for public inspection in the
office of the

City of Albany at 712 Flint Ave, Albany, GA 31701.

Any person interested in a public hearing being held should submit a
written request by 9/30/2026 to the City of Albany at 712 Flint
Ave., Albany, GA 31701, to the attention of David Hamilton.

City of Albany
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Cairo shuts down Westover, 25-0

By Joe Whitfield
Sports Editor

ALBANY — It wasn’t a
beatdown. It wasn’t a runaway.

It just wasn’t Westover’s
night.

No. 4-ranked Cairo controlled
the line of scrimmage, capital-
ized on two costly Westover
mistakes and handed the No. 9
Patriots a 25-0 loss Thursday
night at Hugh Mills Stadium
in a Region 1-4A matchup.

The Syrupmakers produced
two sustained touchdown
drives. Their other two scores
came courtesy of their de-
fense and special teams — a
blocked punt that set up a
touchdown from the 3-yard
line and a pick-six that put

the game away.

For Westover coach Corey
Joyner and the Patriots, those
were the kinds of breaks that
turned a competitive game
into a lopsided score.

Early, it looked more like
a chess match.

On Westover'’s first offensive
snap, Joyner sent his offense
to the line, saw how Cairo had
aligned defensively and im-
mediately called timeout to
change the play. Both teams
spent much of the opening
quarter adjusting formations
and personnel, looking for an
advantage.

Cairo eventually found its
advantage up front.

The Syrupmakers harassed

Westover quarterback Gabriel
Hopper throughout the night,
sacking him four times and
rarely allowing him time to
settle into the pocket. Run-
ning back Malik Young was
bottled up for most of the
game, breaking loose only a
couple of times.

Hopper created a few plays
with his legs, but Cairo’s pres-
sure never went away.

It made an impact almost
immediately.

After the Patriots failed to
move the ball on their open-
ing possession, Cairo blocked
Westover’s punt and recov-
ered at the Patriots’ 3. On the
next play, running back Bry-
ian Duncan vaulted over the

line and into the end zone for
a touchdown.
Westover responded with

what became its best offen-

sive possession of the night.

A facemask penalty helped
move the Patriots to the Cairo
36 before Hopper scrambled
around the right side to the
21. He then connected with

Mikhail Simmons for a com- [

pletion to the 12, and Westo- |

ver eventually reached the 7.

Facing third and fourth

down, Hopper twice looked *

for 6-foot-8 tight end Josiah
Daniels in the end zone. Cai-
ro defenders broke up both

See WESTOVER, 10A

Staff Photo: Joe Whitfield

Westover quarterback Gabriel Hopper scrambles away from
Cairo defenders during Thursday night’s game at Hugh Mills
Stadium in Albany. The Cairo defense kept Hopper and the
Paftriots bottled up most of the night and took the win, 25-0.
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Pritchard pitches no-hitter; Lee County, Dougherty sweep

By Joe Whitfield
Sports Editor

ALBANY — Laurie Pritchard didn’t
allow a hit. Worth County hasn’t allowed
arun in five games.

And Lee County apparently has forgot-
ten how to lose.

It was another dominant Thursday for
some of Southwest Georgia’s top softball
teams as Worth County extended its win-
ning streak to eight games with an 8-0
victory over Colquitt County, No. 3 Lee
County swept Tift County for its 14th and
15th consecutive victories, and Dough-
erty took both games of an Albany rivalry
doubleheader against Monroe.

Worth County 8,
Colquitt County o

SYLVESTER — At this point, scor-
ing against Worth County has become
an accomplishment.

Getting a hit Thursday was impossible.

Pritchard fired a complete-game no-
hitter as the Lady Rams blanked Colquitt
County, extending one of the most dom-
inant stretches of softball in Southwest
Georgia.

Worth County has won eight consecu-
tive games, improved to 17-1 and recorded
five straight shutouts. Even more remark-
able, the Lady Rams have allowed runs in
only four of their 18 games this season.

“We are playing good softball right
now,” Worth County coach Zach Mauld-
in said. “These girls are playing together
and playing with a lot of confidence.”

Pritchard was nearly untouchable,
allowing no hits over six innings while

e S e

Staff Photo: Joe Whitfield

Worth County’s Laurie Prtichard pitched a complete-game no-hitter Thursday in
Sylvester as the Lady Rams improved their season record to 17-1 and have re-
corded shutouts in all but four games this season.

striking out seven and walking just one.
Worth County backed her with 11 hits.

The Lady Rams struck immediately
when Ellasyn Gandy delivered a two-run
single in the first.

They put the game away with five runs
in the fifth. Pritchard helped herself with
a two-run double, Kayelee Mathews add-
ed an RBI single, Ansley Bartley brought
home a run with a sacrifice fly and Kam-
ryn Kendrick added an RBI single.

Mathews, Pritchard, Isabelle Hancock
and Gandy had two hits apiece. Mathews,
Pritchard and Gandy each drove in two
runs.

Worth County also played error-free
defense.

Now comes a game the Lady Rams
have had circled. Worth County hosts
Cook on Wednesday in a rematch with

See ROUNDUP, 10A

Hurricanes blow away FAMU, 77-7

Field Level Media

Darian Mensah and Luke
Nickel each threw three touch-
down passes while Javian
Mallory and Mark Fletcher
Jr. each ran for two touch-
downs, leading No. 7 Miami
to a 77-7 rout of Florida A&M
on Thursday night in Miami
Gardens, Fla.

Miami matched a school
record for points in a game,
equaling its output in a pair
of victories against Savan-
nah State in 2013 and 2018.
The Hurricanes also broke
a school record with 856 to-
tal yards.

Special Photo: Sam Navarro, Imagn Images
Miami quarterback Darian Mensah carries the ball against
Florida A&M on Thursday night. Mensah threw three touch-
down passes as the No. 7 Hurricanes fied a school scoring
record and set a program record with 856 yards in a 77-7
rout.

The Hurrlcanes (2-0) won
their 12th consecutive game
against the Rattlers (1-2).

Three Hurricanes quarter-
backs combined to complete
27 of 29 passes for 426 yards
with no interceptions.

Mensah and Nickel became
the first quarterback pair to
each throw for three TDs while
completing at least 90% of
their passes in the past 30
years, according to Opta Stats.

Mensah followed up his
stellar team debut last week
vs. Stanford by completing
14 of 15 passes for 252 yards.

See FAMU 10A

Field Level Media

The presidents and chan-
cellors of Southeastern Con-
ference member institutions
concluded a virtual meeting
Thursday without deciding
on any sanctions against LSU.

The SEC threatened LSU
with outright expulsion from
the league earlier this week
as tensions mounted over
coach Lane Kiffin’s pursuit
of players who were cut from
NFL teams during training
camp.

The conference had filed
suit against the university
in the U.S. District Court
of the Northern District of
Alabama, and it amended
the complaint Tuesday as
it sought authority to ex-
pel LSU.

Later Tuesday, the Tigers
reached their 105-man foot-
ball roster limit for the sea-
son without adding tight end
Dae’Quan Wright or defen-
sive lineman Zxavian Harris,
which LSU president Wade
Rousse later said should ren-
der the SEC’s case “moot.”

The SEC released a state-
ment Thursday evening that
did not mention any puni-
tive action toward LSU —
nor did it rule out taking
action in the future.

“The presidents and chan-
cellors of the Southeastern
Conference met Thursday
by videoconference to dis-
cuss recent matters involv-
ing conference expectations
and responsibilities,” the
statement said. “Those dis-
cussions will continue as the
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Special Photo: Stephen Lew
LSU coach Lane Kiffin works the sideline during a game.
SEC presidents and chancellors met Thursday but fook
no immediate action against LSU amid a dispute over
the Tigers’ pursuit of players who had signed with NFL
teams.

SEC holds off on
LSU punishment

conference and its member
universities work toward
an appropriate resolution.”

Wright had spent time with
the Philadelphia Eagles and
Cleveland Browns this sum-
mer after going undrafted.
Harris signed an undrafted
free agent contract with the
New Orleans Saints but was
waived in early August. Both
Wright and Harris played
for Kiffin at Ole Miss last
season.

A Louisiana judge ruled
that the players were free
to return to college to uti-
lize a fifth year of eligibil-
ity. The SEC and the other
three power conferences
introduced bans on add-
ing football and basketball
players who had any profes-
sional contract or appeared
on a roster, but LSU didn’t
back down.

SEC presidents authorized
commissioner Greg Sankey
to impose penalties on pro-
grams that break that rule,
which included a half-sea-
son suspension for the head
coach, a fine equal to 50%
of its operating budget and
the revocation of conference
voting rights.

Established rules of the con-
ference require a favorable
vote of at least two-thirds of
all university presidents to
terminate a school’s mem-
bership from the SEC.
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From 9A

ROUNDUP

the only team to beat the Lady
Rams this season.
Lee County sweeps Tift
County

LEESBURG — Lee County’s
winning streak keeps growing.

The No. 3-ranked Lady Tro-
jans swept a Region 2-6A dou-
bleheader from Tift County,
rolling to 16-3 and 10-2 vic-
tories to improve to 15-1 with
15 consecutive wins.

Lee County piled up 26 runs
and 23 hits in the two games.

The Lady Trojans broke open
the opener with eight runs in
the second inning. Makinley
Duke delivered a three-run
double before Kennady Pat-
rick launched a grand slam
for a 10-0 advantage.

Porter Butler went 3-for-3
and capped the 16-3 victory
with a three-run homer in the
fourth. Patrick and Duke drove
in four runs apiece, while Tina
Benton earned the win in the
circle.

The second game was much
closer until another offensive
explosion.

Lee County led 3-1 before
scoring seven times in the fifth.
Patrick delivered a two-run
homer, while Jaylyn Purvis
and Butler had run-scoring
doubles and Mac Davis added
an RBI single.

Patrick, Davis, Purvis and
Aubree Spencer each had two
hits. Reese Watkins earned the
win, allowing two runs — one
earned — over five innings.

Now comes a pivotal stretch
in the Region 2-6A race.

Lee County travels to defend-
ing region champion Hous-
ton County on Tuesday be-
fore hosting the Lady Bears
for a doubleheader Thursday
in Leesburg.

Dougherty
sweeps Monroe

ALBANY — Dougherty

needed a big fifth inning to
put away Monroe in the first
game.

Then the Lady Trojans did
it again.

Dougherty swept its city rival
12-4 and 15-7 Thursday, scor-
ing a combined 16 runs in the
fifth innings of the two games.

Jazlyn Turner powered Dough-
erty in the opener, going 3-for-
3 with five RBIs. Her two-run
triple in the fourth helped the
Lady Trojans regain the lead
before she delivered a three-
run inside-the-park homer
during a seven-run fifth.

Sorai Hamilton also had three
hits, while Jalexi Thomas went
2-for-2 and earned the pitch-
ing victory with eight strike-
outs over five innings.

Monroe had taken a 4-2 lead
before Dougherty answered
with three runs in the fourth
and seven in the fifth.

The second game followed
a similar script.

Monroe led 7-6 entering the
bottom of the fifth before Dough-
erty erupted for nine runs.

Hamilton started the bar-
rage with an RBI single. Dari-
ona Simmons and Turner each
delivered two-run doubles,
Sasha Hill tripled home a run,
and Deriyah Gibbs, Madison
Zachery and London Harris
followed with RBI singles.

Gibbs finished with three
hits, while Turner, Thomas,
Simmons, Hill and Gibbs each
drove in two runs. Alona Har-
ris earned the pitching victory,
striking out eight.

For Monroe, Glendalys Har-
vey and Jamiya Duhart each
drove in two runs.

Dougherty travels to Bain-
bridge on Tuesday.

From QA

FAMU

Nickel relieved Mensah in
the second half and com-
pleted all eight of his passes
for 144 yards. True freshman
Dereon Coleman connected
on 5 of 6 passes for 30 yards.

Mallory ran for 142 yards
on 10 carries while Fletcher
Jr. had 105 yards on seven
carries as Miami amassed
430 yards and five touch-
downs rushing.

Miami’s Malachi Toney
caught all four of his targets
for 96 yards and a touchdown.

The teams agreed to play a
10-minute fourth quarter with
Miami leading 77-0. Florida

A&M finally broke the shut-
out bid when Miami native
Caleb McKenzie recovered a
fumble by Brennan Burton
and returned it 72 yards for
a touchdown.

Miami scored on every drive
except for kneel-downs at the
end of each half, its fourth-
quarter turnover and its final
full drive of the game. The Hur-
ricanes only had three third
down plays in the game, con-
verting one for a first down.

The Rattlers were held to 107
total yards and just four first
downs (to the Hurricanes’ 42).
Quarterback Dustin Fletcher
completed 8 of 17 passes for
33 yards and ran for 24 yards
on eight carries.

From 9A

WESTOVER

passes, ending the threat.

Westover never got that
close again.

The Patriots’ defense kept
them within striking distance
through most of the first half
despite both teams battling
penalties.

Late in the second quar-
ter, however, Cairo took pos-
session at the Westover 36
following a punt and drove
inside the 10. The Patriots
forced fourth-and-6 from
the 7 with only 37 seconds
remaining.

Quarterback Bryce Puckett
delivered.

Puckett fired a slant to Lad-
errick Persons, who caught
the ball in traffic and carried
Westover defenders across
the goal line. The extra point
was no good, but Cairo went
to halftime with a 13-0 lead.

If Westover had designs
on a second-half comeback,
Cairo quickly made the task
much more difficult.

The Syrupmakers received
the second-half kickoff and
methodically marched 85
yards, draining approximately
seven minutes off the third-

quarter clock. Duncan, Per-
kins and Xiaquavian Teal
churned out yards on the
ground while Puckett mixed
in short completions.

By the time Cairo reached
the end zone, most of the
third quarter was gone and
the lead had grown to 19-0.

Westover spent much of
the remainder of the game
backed up in its own territory,
unable to escape a Cairo de-
fense that continued bring-
ing pressure.

Then came the final blow.

With Hopper attempting
to throw from near his own
goal line, Cairo’s Kelverrick
Greene intercepted the pass
and raced into the end zone
for a pick-six and a 25-0 ad-
vantage.

The final score looked de-
cisive.

For Westover, though, the
difference was a handful of
costly plays combined with
one problem the Patriots could
never solve: Cairo’s defen-
sive front.

On this night, the Syrup-
makers owned the line of
scrimmage — and eventu-
ally, the game.

Monroe, Dougherty score $5,000 awards

By Joe Whitfield
Sports Editor

ALBANY — Friday night
football has paid off in a dif-
ferent way for two Albany
high schools.

Monroe and Dougherty have
each won $5,000 through
T-Mobile’s Friday Night 5G
Lights program, putting a
combined $10,000 into the
two local football programs
— and keeping both in con-
tention for considerably larg-
er prizes.

The Albany schools are
among 1,000 high schools
nationwide being awarded
$5,000 through T-Mobile’s
“$5K Fridays” sweepstakes
this year.

At Monroe, athletic direc-
tor Michael Hoffpauir said the
money will go directly back
into the Tornadoes’ program.

“Our plan is to put the
$5,000 right back into the
program and use it where it
will have the biggest impact
on our players — equipment,

resources, and opportunities
that will help us continue to
build our program the right
way,” Hoffpauir said.

Monroe principal Dr. La-
wana Johnson said the award
means more than an unex-
pected addition to the athletic
department’s budget.

“We’re extremely grate-
ful to T-Mobile for choos-
ing Monroe and for making
this investment in our foot-
ball program,” Johnson said.
“Their Friday Night Lights ini-
tiative is a great way to give
back to high school football
and support the kids who put
so much time and effort into
representing their school and
community.”

Dougherty athletic director
Jessica Thomas already has
specific plans for the Trojans’
winnings.

“With the recent $5K T-
Mobile winning, we are ex-
cited about the opportunity
to enhance the appearance
and game day operations of
our sideline during football

games,” Thomas said.

Thomas said Dougherty
plans to update its team tents
and replace one of its sideline
televisions.

“These upgrades will help
improve the functionality, ap-
pearance and overall game-
day experience while repre-
senting Dougherty Athletics
with pride,” she said.

Monroe and Dougherty are
two of four South Georgia
schools reported among the
latest $5,000 winners, join-
ing Cook and Berrien.

But $5,000 might only be
the beginning.

T-Mobile’s Friday Night
5G Lights program is offer-
ing more than $8.4 million in
prizes nationwide, culminat-
ing with a $1 million football
field upgrade for one school.

A panel of judges will select
40 division finalists — 10 each
from the South, East, Midwest
and West. Each will receive
$25,000 and a T-Mobile-host-
ed home game celebration.

Public voting will then

help determine four division
champions. Each will receive
$250,000, a Gronk Fitness
gym valued at $90,000 and
a $5,000 student leadership
award before advancing to the
final round for the $1 million
field upgrade.

Public voting for the divi-
sion finalists is scheduled for
Oct. 8-25, followed by voting
for the final four from Oct.
29-Nov. 8. The grand prize
winner will be announced
Nov. 12.

For Monroe and Dough-
erty, though, the first prize
can make an immediate dif-
ference.

At Monroe, it means more
resources for players and the
football program. At Dough-
erty, it means improvements
that fans could see on the
Trojans’ sideline this season.

And both schools still have
an opportunity to turn that
first $5,000 into consider-
ably more.

Braves’

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

ATLANTA — With Octo-
ber approaching, the Atlanta
Braves’ postseason pitching
picture is beginning to come
into focus.

There are still questions to
answer.

But one of the biggest may
have finally been settled.

Tyler Mahle has emerged
as the likely No. 2 starter be-
hind Chris Sale after posting
a 1.24 ERA through his first
six starts with Atlanta. His lat-
est outing provided perhaps
the strongest evidence yet,
as Mahle threw six scoreless
innings against Philadelphia
in an atmosphere resembling
what the Braves could encoun-
ter in October.

If Sale and Mahle aren’t need-
ed during the final weekend of
the regular season, the Braves
could line them up to start the
first two games of a best-of-
three National League Wild
Card Series.

After that, things become
less certain.

Grant Holmes strengthened
his case by throwing six score-
less innings with six strikeouts
against Philadelphia on Mon-
day. With Bryce Elder recover-
ing from knee surgery, Atlanta
could potentially use Holmes
along with Martin Pérez in a
piggyback arrangement if a
third Wild Card game is nec-
essary.

Reynaldo Lopez is another

October plans take shape

possibility, but his performance
over the final weeks could de-
termine whether he earns a
significant postseason role.

Then there is AJ Smith-
Shawver.

The 23-year-old right-hand-
er entered September as a po-
tential candidate for Atlanta’s
postseason rotation but has
yet to establish himself as a
dependable starter. Smith-
Shawver has made only 20
major league starts in his ca-
reer and five this season while
still working his way back from
Tommy John surgery.

His numbers, however, sug-
gest he could be useful in a
different role.

Opponents facing Smith-
Shawver for the first time in
a game have batted just .162
with a .608 OPS. He has a
1.80 ERA in the first inning
of his five starts, and oppo-
nents have missed on 31.6%
of their swings against him in
those opening frames.

That could make his four-
seam fastball and splitter com-
bination an intriguing weapon
for one-inning appearances
out of the bullpen.

Atlanta could use the re-
maining weeks of the regular
season to give Smith-Shawver
relief opportunities and deter-
mine whether he could bolster
an already deep postseason
bullpen.

Robert Suarez is another
important piece.

The Braves hope Suarez can
return to the bullpen before

File Photo

The Atlanta Braves hope third baseman Austin Riley gets
hot in their race to the playoffs.

the end of the regular season.
If healthy, he could join Raisel
Iglesias, Dylan Lee and Didier
Fuentes to give Atlanta four
potentially formidable late-
inning options.

Smith-Shawver could pro-
vide additional depth while
also easing Lee’s workload.
Dylan Dodd gives Atlanta
another potential postseason
weapon despite allowing two
home runs in his most recent
outing.

The bullpen could be espe-
cially important because of the
Wild Card Series format. At-
lanta entered Thursday four
games behind Los Angeles
in the race for the National
League’s second postseason
bye, increasing the possibility
the Braves will have to play a
best-of-three opening-round
series.

Pitching, however, isn’t At-
lanta’s only October concern.

The offense has struggled
recently, particularly Matt
Olson.

Olson had a .900 OPS fol-
lowing an Aug,. 7loss at Yankee
Stadium but has hit .167 with
a.533 OPS and 30% strikeout
rate over the 29 games since.

Ozzie Albies and Mauri-
cio Dubodn have also posted
an OPS below .600 during
that span.

There are encouraging signs.
Ronald Acuna Jr. has begun
looking more like himself and
has produced a .774 OPS during
the same stretch, while rook-
ie Drake Baldwin is at .754.

Atlanta still has time to get
its offense straightened out.

Its pitching plans for Octo-
ber, meanwhile, are starting
to take shape.

Clippers’ troubles deepen with federal probe

Field Level Media

The Los Angeles Clippers, severely pun-
ished last week by the NBA for what the
league said, are under criminal investi-
gation by federal prosecutors, the New
York Times reported Thursday evening,.

The U.S. Attorney’s Office for the East-
ern District of New York in Brooklyn is
conducting the investigation, which is
in early stages, per the report, which
cited sources briefed on the matter.
It reportedly was unclear whether the
investigation would lead to criminal
charges or the presentation of evidence
to a grand jury.

The Times reported that prosecutors
have issued at least one subpoena as
part of the investigation, which began
before the NBA announced its conclu-
sions after an independent, yearlong
probe into the Clippers’ dealings relat-
ed to Leonard.

A spokesperson for the U.S. attorney’s
office declined to comment, and spokes-
people for the Clippers and the NBA did
not respond to messages seeking com-
ment, the Times reported. ESPN also
reported on Thursday night that it had
not gotten responses from representa-
tives of those organizations.

The NBA fined the Clippers $30 mil-
lion and stripped away five first-round
draft picks to punish the franchise for
circumventing salary cap rules involv-
ing Leonard, who was ordered to pay
$700,000, the league announced on
Sept. 2.

The NBA’s investigation “found a pat-
tern of misconduct and multiple signifi-
cant rules violations by the Clippers or-

ganization, a prior offender of the salary
cap circumvention rules,” the league
said in a statement.

The heart of the issue was the team
introducing Leonard to club sponsors
for off-court income opportunities and
endorsement agreements, offering the
companies business from the team as
inducements and paying personal ex-
penses for Leonard and his representa-
tives, among other violations, according
to the report commissioned by the NBA.

The businesses identified were Bo-
ingo Wireless, Daktronics, Lockton In-
surance and Aspiration Partners, the
latter a financial technology firm that
went bankrupt last year. Aspiration al-
legedly signed Leonard to a $28 million
endorsement deal and had a 23-year,
$300 million sponsorship deal with
the Clippers.

An executive for Daktronics announced
to investors on Sept. 2 that the score-
board company had been contacted by
the Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion about dealings with Leonard. The
executive said the company was coop-
erating.

The NBA’s investigators said the Clip-
pers directed a kickback from a score-
board contract for the team’s home are-
na, Intuit Dome in Inglewood, Calif., to
Leonard in an endorsement deal.

The league said the Clippers must
forfeit a first-round pick in each draft
from 2029 to 2033. Team owner Steve
Ballmer and two executives received
suspensions.

The NBA gave owner Steve Ballmer
a one-year suspension from all league

and team activities “for knowingly seek-
ing to help Mr. Leonard obtain off-court
income opportunities, for approving a
business deal that he knew was a pre-
condition for Aspiration to enter into
an endorsement agreement with Mr.
Leonard, and for his failure to create
conditions under which his organiza-
tion abided by the NBA’s circumven-
tion rules,” the league stated.

The Clippers issued a statement on
Sept. 2 disputing the league’s conclu-
sions and the validity of the investiga-
tion. The team and Ballmer have repeat-
edly denied any wrongdoing related to
Leonard’s contract.

The Times reported that Ballmer and
the Clippers are considering suing the
NBA and asking a judge to issue a re-
straining order, according to sources.

Leonard, through new agent Harri-
son Gaines, issued a statement saying
he had “no knowledge of any intent on
anyone’s part to circumvent the sal-
ary cap.”

The NBA said the Clippers failed to
report improper solicitations for off-
court income made on Leonard’s be-
half by Dennis Robertson, his uncle and
then-business manager. Robertson was
banned by the NBA for five years from
doing business or engaging with league
teams and their affiliates.

The Toronto Raptors, who lost Leon-
ard to the Clippers via free agency after
winning the 2019 NBA championship,
agreed in principle to a trade on June
30 to bring him back. The deal has yet to
be executed as the teams waited for the
league’s investigation to be completed.
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Special Photo: Georgia Recorder
Twenty-five years affer 9-11, the surveillance infrastructure built and expanded in its after-
math has become part of a far larger digital ecosystem — producing tools that can collect
and analyze information on a scale unimaginable in 2001.

How 9-11 changed the way
America surveils its citizens

By Amanda Waiford

Georgia Recorder

WASHINGTON -- Twen-
ty-five years after 9-11, the sur-
veillance infrastructure built
and expanded in its aftermath
has become part of a far larger
digital ecosystem — producing
tools that can collect and ana-
lyze information on a scale un-
imaginable in 2001.

The terrorist attacks of Sept. 11,
2001, did more than reshape the
nation’s approach to terrorism.
They changed the architecture
of American intelligence and
policing. They expanded how
government agencies collect,
share and analyze information,
and brought national security
tools deeper into ordinary law
enforcement.

The infrastructure built in the
attacks’ aftermath has proved
remarkably durable. Joint ter-
rorism task forces and fusion
centers brought federal, state
and local agencies into closer
intelligence-sharing networks.
New laws expanded the gov-
ernment’s ability to obtain in-
formation. And police depart-
ments acquired technologies
that once belonged largely to
the realm of national security.

But the expansion of surveil-
lance did not go uncontested.
Civil liberties groups warned
that the new powers could erode
Americans’ privacy and consti-
tutional protections, while many
Americans accepted expanded
government surveillance as a
necessary tradeoff for safety in
the aftermath of the attacks.

The country also entered a
period of heightened scrutiny
for people perceived as foreign
or potentially threatening —
with American Muslims and
immigrant communities bear-
ing a particularly heavy burden.

Then came the digital revo-
lution.

Americans began carrying
smartphones, broadcasting
their lives on social media and
generating enormous amounts
of commercially collected data.
Police gained access to license

plate readers, networks of cam-
eras, cellphone location infor-
mation and other technologies
capable of tracking people and
mapping their movements.

Now, artificial intelligence is
adding another layer: systems
that can sift through those vast
stores of information, connect
previously separate databases
and generate analyses in sec-
onds.

Some surveillance and priva-
cy experts say that the amount
of information available to the
government — and its ability to
make sense of it — has funda-
mentally changed since 9-11.

That has taken on new ur-
gency as surveillance systems
have moved further into ev-
eryday life. Automated license
plate readers can track where
people drive. Facial recogni-
tion can help identify people in
crowds. Commercial data can
reveal where and how people
live and travel. And increasingly,
artificial intelligence can analyze
and connect these streams of
information at a speed no hu-
man investigator could match.

Those capabilities have raised
concerns among some experts
and advocates about how sur-
veillance could be used to moni-
tor protests, track immigrants
and identify people seeking re-
productive healthcare.

Gregory Nojeim, senior coun-
sel and director of the security
and surveillance project at the
Center for Democracy & Tech-
nology, described the post-9-11
era as a “perfect storm.”

“That storm is both the ex-
pansion of the legal powers
that have been conferred on
the government to collect and
share information, combined
with the advance of technol-
ogy, which has given the gov-
ernment more tools to collect
information from more people
in more contexts,” Nojeim said.

In the months after 9-11, of-
ficials sought to fix a critical
weakness exposed by the at-
tacks: Intelligence that could
have helped uncover the plot
was held across government
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CELEBRITY CIPHER
by Luis Campos

Celebrity Cipher cryptograms are created from quotations by famous people, past and present.
Each letter in the cipher stands for another.

“FNMDHGN J’Z SWW PEJLOSNTNU,
JTMDKDFXN WP KOWTJTL DTRSOJTL JT
UW PWE D XJQUJTL
ZJMODNX VNDSWT

Previous Solution: “Somewhere around the fifth or seventh grade | figured out
that | could ingratiate myself to people by making them laugh.” — Tina Fey

TODAY'’S CLUE: H Sienbs O
© 2026 by NEA, Inc., dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication
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VLPV’'G lYQDI

BYE. AYJ
IMSPV PV QV,

P°"BP CQHGYD

CELEBRITY CIPHER
by Luis Campos

Celebrity Cipher cryptograms are created from quotations by famous people, past and present.
Each letter in the cipher stands for another.

“VLSMS’G GYTSEYOA YJV VLSMS
VY VMA VY VPXS AYJM
DSSO VY TPXS GJMS AYJ'MS

SKSMA GQDIHS OPA.” —

Previous Solution: “Because I'm too frightened, I’'m incapable of phoning
anything in ... | take what | do for a living seriously.” — Michael Keaton
TODAY’S CLUE: S S[enba 9
© 2026 by NEA, Inc., dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication
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agencies that failed to connect
or share it effectively. The re-
sponse was a sweeping effort
to tear down those silos and
build a more integrated intel-
ligence network.

Federal, state and local agencies
quickly expanded intelligence-
sharing, and the government
established and expanded net-
works designed to move infor-
mation across traditional insti-
tutional boundaries. The FBI’s
Joint Terrorism Task Forces
brought together federal, state
and local law enforcement and
intelligence personnel.

Fusion centers, generally run
by state and local governments
with federal support, became
another part of the post-9-11
intelligence architecture, with
at least one operating in every
state. The centers serve as in-
telligence hubs where law en-
forcement agencies can share
information, analyze data and
flag potential threats across ju-
risdictions.

Katie Kinsey, chief of staff and
tech policy counsel at the Polic-
ing Project at the NYU School
of Law, said the original goal
was straightforward: prevent
another terrorist attack.

Over time, some fusion cen-
ters began supporting investiga-
tions and enforcement involv-
ing lower-level crimes, Kinsey
said. Local police departments
also developed their own ver-
sions of centralized intelligence
hubs, often called real-time
crime centers, that can inte-
grate information from cam-
eras, automated license plate
readers and other surveillance
systems.

David Viola, an adjunct profes-
sor at the Center on Terrorism
at John Jay College of Crimi-
nal Justice and author of “You
Have Unleashed a Storm: New
York City’s Descent into Chaos
During America’s Most Explo-
sive Era of Radical Violence,”
said the post-9-11 period also
marked a major shift in the
kind of information available
to investigators.

Before the attacks, he said,
intelligence work relied heav-
ily on traditional investigative
techniques. Today, digital re-
cords can provide information
about where people go, with
whom they communicate, what
they purchase and what they
post online.

But technology is only part of
the transformation. Viola said
the institutional relationships
forged among local, state and
federal authorities after 9-11
are among the period’s most
lasting legacies.

“These are institutions that
have cemented the close coor-
dination between state, local,
federal, tribal authorities in
the past 25 years, and they’re
going nowhere, for better or
worse,” he said.

In the aftermath, he said, civil
liberties advocates understood
that decisions made in response
to the attacks could extend far
beyond the immediate crisis.

The growth of surveillance
after 9-11 also coincided with
a separate transformation that
would make those systems far
more powerful.
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Albany
Classifieds

SERVICE

DIRECTORY

Home Repair/
Remodeling

ENHANCED
REMODELING
& DRYWALL

Drywall Repair Services
Popcorn Removal
Level 5 Drywall Finish
Water Damage Repair
Texture Matching

Tape & Float

Moldy Drywall Repair
Demolition

WE DO SMALL
AND BIG JOBS!
229-364-2997

Hernandez
912-432-3016

Residential-Commercial-Renovations

MERCHANDISE

Firewood

Free Firewood: Big Red
Oak tree. Tree is down. You
cut up and move. Call
229-364-1892

JOBS

Full-Time

Public Works Director
City of Edison

The City of Edison is seeking
qualified applicants for the position of
Public Works Director. This position
is responsible for planning,
organizing, directing, and managing
all operations of the Public Works
Department for City of Edison. This
position  oversees infrastructure
maintenance and  development,
including roads, bridges, drainage
systems, and fleet management.
Applications with a complete job
description may be obtained from the
City of Edison Administrative Office
located at 19437 Hartford St.,
Edison, Ga from 8:00 a.m. — 4:00
p.m. daily. Contact the office at
(229)835-2279
Applications will be accepted until
September 22, 2026.

Part-Time

What you’ll do as a
caregiver for my MOTHER
Foster relationships with
HER through companion-
ship and compassionate
caregiving. Assist with light
meal preparation & perform
light housekeeping duties.
Provide personal care ser-
vices, including assistance
with grooming, Transport-
ation to appointments,
Medication reminders and
managing incontinence.
The Job is 5 hours/day, 5
days a week & the pay is
$35 per hour. You can
email me via

lawrenceejob@gmail.com
for more info.

Part-Time

M SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

It’s Fast... It’s Easy.
It’s Convenient.
www.albanyherald.com

Subscribe Today!
229-888-9300

Find the 7 words to match the 7 clues. The numbers in parentheses g
represent the number of letters in each solution. Each letter =
combination can be used only once, but all letter combinations =
will be necessary to complete the puzzle. 3
CLUES SOLUTIONS 3
1 for the dogs (6) 8
2 asking on bended knee (9) £
3 where judges preside (5) 5
4 jeans, in the olden days (9) g:
5 accurate statements (6) 5
6 no-nonsense quality (10) 2
7 pie server, perhaps (8) <
©
INE CAN POS DU CcoO
ING NGA RIC ESS TRU
TRE WAI PRO RE THS
SS ST TN ES URT
Saturday’s Answers: 1. TWOSOME 2. HOURGLASS 3. PECULIAR
4. CLAUDE 5. CHATELAINE 6. POTSDAM 7. SKYWRITING 9/14

/7 LITTLE WORDS

Find the 7 words to match the 7 clues. The numbers in parentheses ©
represent the number of letters in each solution. Each letter
combination can be used only once, but all letter combinations

will be necessary to complete the puzzle.

CLUES SOLUTIONS £
1 suspended like a mobile (7) 8
2 UN constituent (10) £
3 lie (11) 5
4 like a scoop (9) g:
5 prince in “Shrek 2” (8) 5
6 ticket, in old slang (10) 2
7 manic day for Bangles (6) g
©
PAST RNM HANG BRI GO
VE CHAR ENT ION IVE
FA EB EXC ING MON
OARD DAY MING LUS CAT

Monday’s Answers: 1. CANINE 2. PROPOSING 3. COURT
4. DUNGAREES 5. TRUTHS 6. STRICTNESS 7. WAITRESS 9/15

Release Date: Tuesday, September 15, 2026

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle

51 Signs of sorrow
or joy

52 Nail salon
brand

54 Ordinary writing

55 __ Sketch:
drawing toy

56 Made a leaf pile,
perhaps

59 General __
chicken

61 Spy-fi org.

62 Tax prep pro

Edited by Patti Varol
ACROSS DOWN 35 Hopping pal of
1 Prepare, as 1 Grass-cutting Piglet
avocados for machine 36 Herring, but not a
guacamole 2 Video game red herring
5 When nothing pioneer 39 Make airtight
seemsto goright 3 Fender guitar, 40 “Stranger
11 Org. now known familiarly Things” actor
as Scouting 4 Jacuzzis Schnapp
America 5 Happy Greek cry 43 Loan adjustment,
14 Director 6 __ for oneself for short
Preminger 7 Tapered haircuts 45 Sinful
15 Bubble tea balls 8 Serious genre 47 Pool hall fixtures
16 Duolingo bird 9 Green-lights 49 Like some
17 Including every 10 Fashion
flaw monogram
19 Short swim 11 Feline that helps

20 Muse of poetry

21 Trial version

22 Old-school cool

23 Ceremonial act

25 Like serrated
knives

28 Country singer
Paisley

30 Like the African
dish bariis
iskukaris

31 Yaps

34 Catch aride to
the beach?

37 More pleasant

38 Green prefix

39 Safe bets, or a
phonetic hint
to the circled
elements of this
puzzle?

41 Toward a boat’s
rudder

42 University of __
Dame

44 Meh

45 Teeny-tiny

46 Consume more
than

48 Mia in the Soccer

Hall of Fame
50 In the past few
days

53 Laundry container

57 “Pls stop
sharing!”

58 Second to none

60 Ish

61 Opposite of trans

62 Radio format

likely to appeal to

baby boomers
64 Post-OR area
65 Sentence ender
66 Arthur in the
International
Tennis Hall of
Fame
67 Egyptian viper
68 Evaluate
69 Starring role

lesbians, slangily 63 Cards with pics

ANSWER TO TODAY'S PUZZLE:

control pests in a
store

12 Express

disinterest on a

dating app

13 Mont Blanc, e.g.
18 Fly like a dragon
22 TV cable letters
24 Eyelid hair

26 Years and years
27 Like clothes in

a 53-Across,
probably

29 Couples

olulz[o|<|lfo]=]<

<[(O|0[D|n|+|[—|O(®n

31 Italian city known

for salami

32 Science of
sound

<_|n_.o—cc|—>
HEERNOE N
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33 “Here’s mud in

your eye!”

09/15/26
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Plug pulled on EVs, Georgia manufacturers adapting and forging ahead

By Emily Jones
WABE/Grist

Avyear ago this month, federal
immigration agents raided an
electric vehicle battery plant in
coastal Georgia and arrested
more than 400 people, most
of them South Korean work-
ers there to help get the new
factory off the ground. It was a
grim moment in what has been
a challenging year-and-a-half
for the industry in Georgia.

But EV-makers are still forg-
ing ahead, even if that means
making some adjustments.

For years, Georgia Gov. Bri-
an Kemp has been working to
make the state a welcoming
home for clean-energy manu-
facturing, including EVs, solar
panels and batteries. Georgia
went all out with tax breaks and
a worker training program to
attract EV and battery mak-
ers — and it’s worked.

Georgia-based bus manufac-
turer Blue Bird started selling
electric buses commercially
in 2018 and built an expand-
ed factory for electric buses
in 2023. In 2022, Hyundai
built a plant near Savannah
that it said would be dedicated
to making EVs. In 2024, Kia
started making EVs at its West
Point plant. And in 2025, Riv-
ian broke ground on its manu-
facturing plant near Atlanta.

The Hyundai and Rivian
operations are two of the big-
gest economic development
projects in Georgia history.
The state also has worked to
attract other parts of the EV

and clean energy manufactur-
ing sector, including battery
makers and recyclers and so-
lar panel companies.

Under the second Trump
administration, the economic
outlook for these companies
has been destabilized. In ad-
dition to ending federal EV
tax credits for car buyers, the
Trump administration has im-
posed tariffs on battery packs,
charger hardware and other
components; loosened rules
around emissions from gas-
powered cars; and ended the
Biden administration’s push
to make government vehicle
fleets electric.

Factories adjust

At Kia’s plant in West Point,
a long and constantly varied
line of vehicles moves steadily
forward on the assembly line,
step by step gaining all the trim-
mings that turn metal shells
into driveable cars. This plant
functions more like a short-
order cook than a traditional
assembly line. Instead of pro-
ducing big, uniform batches,
Kia has designed the plant to
manufacture cars according to
unique specifications — each
one a different model, color
or trim.

There are gas-powered, hy-
brid and electric cars rolling
off the line here. Kia says it
has done this to make more
of the cars people most want
to buy at any given moment.
Right now, that means hybrids.

“What we've seen is a tran-
sition back away from maybe

File Photo

After the administration pulled the plug on electric vehicles,
Georgia manufacturers are adapting to new redlities.

full EV vehicle building to this
kind of a middle-of-the-road
opportunity,” factory CEO Stu-
art Countess said.

Electric cars are still the fu-
ture, he said. But for several
reasons, including price and
charging access, consumers
just aren’t there yet. Changes
to federal policy are a major
factor, too.

“We had a tax incentive cred-
it that did go away,” Countess
said. “Sales were really mov-
ing in the right direction, but
once it went away, it became a
much different environment.”

Just as Kia has ramped up
hybrid production, its sister
company, Hyundai, has added
hybrid production to the lineup
produced at its massive plant
near Savannah, which was
originally built to make EVs.

“It’s kind of a messy period
we’re in right now,” Stephanie
Valdez-Streaty, the director of
industry insights at Cox Auto-

motive, said. “But I think the
manufacturers are adjusting.”
At the same time, battery-
makers throughout the state
have started shifting to produc-
ing storage batteries for elec-
tricity storage in addition to
ones made to power vehicles.
“The state continues to have
a lot riding on the success of
both the electric vehicle but
also the battery market,” Stan
Cross of the Southern Alliance
for Clean Energy, or SACE, said.
Georgia leads the region in
EV and battery manufacturing,
but the growth has stumbled,
with layoffs at SK Battery ear-
lier this year. More than $4
billion in investment has been
canceled or scaled back in the
last year across the Southeast,
according to SACE — though
that’s dwarfed by the nearly
$74 billion in manufacturing
investment that’s moving ahead.
Making vs. buying EVs
One open question, Cross
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Special Photo: Phoebe

Phoebe Foundation donors have helped the foundation provide more than $170,000 in Labor & Delivery and the hospi-
tal’'s Neonatal Intensive Care Unit.

Phoebe Foundation invests $170,000-
plus in care for mothers and babies

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

ALBANY - From welcom-
ing a new baby into the world
to providing specialized care
when a newborn needs ad-
ditional support, the teams
at Phoebe Putney Memorial
Hospital are there for fami-
lies during some of life’s most
meaningful moments.

Thanks to the generosity of
Phoebe Foundation donors,
more than $170,000 is being
invested in Labor & Delivery
and the hospital’s Neonatal
Intensive Care Unit, helping
provide important resources
for mothers, babies and fami-
lies throughout their care ex-
perience.

The Phoebe Foundation re-
cently provided approximate-
ly $140,000 to the NICU and
$32,000 to Labor & Delivery.
The NICU provides special-

ized care for premature and
critically ill newborns, while
the Labor & Delivery team
supports mothers and ba-
bies throughout childbirth
and those first important mo-
ments together.

“As a mom, I know what it
means to have the very best
care available close to home,
during pregnancy, through-
out childbirth and beyond,”
Parker Douglas, director of the
Phoebe Foundation, said. “My
children were born at Phoebe
Putney, and I was born here,
too, so this gift is especially
meaningful to me.

“I'm proud to be part of a
Foundation and hospital that
care so deeply for mothers,
babies and families in our
community, and I'm equally
grateful to our donors who
make investments like this

possible.”

Among the resources made
possible through this funding
is a Sentec tCOM+, a special-
ized monitoring system for
the NICU that allows the care
team to continuously and non-
invasively monitor important
respiratory information for
newborns. For Phoebe’s tini-
est and most vulnerable pa-
tients, the technology allows
caregivers to closely monitor
their needs while minimizing
unnecessary disruptions.

“For the families we care
for, these are moments they
will remember for the rest of
their lives, and we want them
to feel supported and cared
for every step of the way,” RN
Jennifer Heleski, director of
Women’s and Children’s Ser-
vices at Phoebe, said. “This
generous support from the

Phoebe Foundation helps give
our teams the resources they
need to provide exceptional
care for mothers and babies,
while also creating a comfort-
ing and reassuring experience
for the entire family. We are
incredibly grateful to the foun-
dation and its donors for in-
vesting in the families we are
so privileged to serve.”

For families welcoming
a new baby, having excep-
tional care close to home can
bring comfort during joyful
moments and reassurance
when the unexpected hap-
pens. Through the generos-
ity of Phoebe Foundation do-
nors, investments like these
help ensure mothers, babies
and families can receive the
care and support they need
right here in the community
they call home.

said, is whether Georgians will
buy the hybrids and EVs be-
ing made in the state. Despite
actively pursuing EV man-
ufacturing, Georgia doesn’t
have incentives to encourage
EV adoption like some other
states. In fact, there’s an ex-
tra registration fee designed
to make up for lost gas taxes.
“When it comes to electric ve-
hicles, Georgia politics remains
utterly confused,” Cross said.
Private investment continues,
though, including in charging
infrastructure — a key missing
piece for many car buyers con-
sidering going electric. Kia and
Hyundai are part of a charging
consortium called IONNA that
has installed several charging
stations around the state, in-
cluding one at the Kia factory
site in West Point. Electric
utilities are investing more
in vehicle charging, too.
Across the region, EV-re-
lated investment by utilities
increased by 14% this year,
according to SACE.

“Though we’re not seeing
a lot of activity on the legis-
lative side, we do see poten-
tial on the regulatory side
and really are encouraging
Georgia Power to step up and
help kind of fill the void that
policymakers in the state are
creating,” Cross said.

Valdez-Streaty said she be-
lieves that, over time, mak-
ing EVs in Georgia will likely
lead to more people in Geor-
gia buying them.

“It’s like that familiarity,
right?” she said. “People have
jobs at those companies and
familiarity with those prod-
ucts.”

Though shaky for the last
18 months or so, she said the
EV market is starting to sta-
bilize — and the auto industry
is still going electric. It’s just
taking a little longer.

This coverage is made pos-
sible through a partnership
between WABE and Grist,
a nonprofit environmental
media organization.

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

ALBANY -- Southern AG
Carriers will celebrate the
opening of its new headquar-
ters with a ribbon-cutting
ceremony and open house
on Tuesday at 11 a.m. The
event will take place at 705
McCollum Drive in Albany.

The celebration will bring
together employees, custom-
ers, community leaders and
friends of the company to
commemorate this important
milestone in Southern AG
Carriers’ continued growth.

“For more than 30 years,
Southern AG Carriers has
been built on hard work,
strong relationships and a
commitment to serving our
customers,” Lem Goodpas-
ture, CEO of Southern AG
Holdings, said in a news
release. “This new head-
quarters represents an in-
vestment in our people, our
community and the future
of our company.

SOUTHERNA G

CARRIERS, INC.

Special Logo

Southern AG Carriers to
celebrate new headquarters
with ribbon-cutting, open house

“We are proud to call Al-
bany home and look for-
ward to continuing to grow
from the strong foundation
established here.”

The new facility is designed
to support Southern AG Car-
riers’ expanding operations
while creating a welcoming
and collaborative environ-
ment for its employees, driv-
ers, customers and partners.
Although the building is
new, officials said, the val-
ues behind the company re-
main unchanged: depend-
able service, a strong work
ethic and a commitment to
the people and industries
it serves.

The program will include
remarks from company and
community leaders, spe-
cial employee recognitions
and an official ribbon-cut-
ting. Guests also will have
an opportunity to tour the
new headquarters and learn
more about Southern AG
Carriers and its operations.

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

ALBANY -- Georgia
Power is notifying resi-
dents and recreational us-
ers of a planned drawdown
at Lake Worth/Chehaw in
Albany beginning Sept. 21.

The drawdown is part of
routine lake management
activities and will lower
the reservoir to a target
elevation of 176.3 feet on
Sept. 30. Refill of the lake
is scheduled to begin Nov. 1.

During the drawdown pe-
riod, homeowners and lake
users should be aware that
daily reservoir fluctuations
are expected as the dam
passes incoming flows from
upstream Crisp County re-
leases.

Important safety and prop-
erty reminders:

Do not leave equipment,
personal property, or ma-
terials in exposed lakebed
areas during the drawdown
period.

Georgia Power plans
drawdown of
Lake Worth/Chehaw

"\

Georgia
Power

Special Logo

All construction and main-
tenance activities, including
dredging, within the project
boundary require approval
from Georgia Power Lake
Management.

Property owners should
review shoreline manage-
ment guidelines before sub-
mitting permit requests.

Shoreline management
information is available at
https://www.georgiapow-
er.com/our-impact/lakes-
rivers/shoreline-manage-
ment.html.






