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Finance director resigns as troubled
FY '27 financial plan is reworked

By KATHRYN CROCKETT
Staff Reporter

Dawson Finance Director Dawn
Williford resigned from her position
Friday as city officials work to revise
the financial report presented to the
City Council earlier this month and
prepare a final Fiscal Year 2027 bud-
get for public review.

A high-ranking city official con-
firmed Williford’s resignation Friday.
Additional details about the circum-
stances of her departure were not im-
mediately available.

City Manager Roxie Powell also
confirmed Friday that changes will be
made to the financial report present-
ed to council at its Aug. 13 meeting.

Powell said the city anticipates
having a final proposed budget ready
for public review after the next reg-
ularly scheduled City Council meet-

ing. She said she also plans to ask the
council to extend the city’s budget
public hearing until Sept. 24.

The developments come one day
after The Dawson News reported
that the financial report present-
ed to council showed revenues and
expenditures balancing at approx-
imately $6.18 million but included
a $300,000 transfer from the city’s
utility funds that was not reflected as
an expense within those funds.

The report showed the utility
funds generating a combined sur-
plus of approximately $291,000
even after the $300,000 transfer was
counted as general fund revenue, ef-
fectively leaving the financial plan
about $300,000 out of balance when
the transfer is accounted for on both
sides of the city’s finances.

The documents also did not iden-
tify how the city planned to address
as much as $350,000 in short-term
borrowing already authorized this
year or approximately $4.4 million
in Georgia Environmental Finance
Authority loans associated with the
city’s wastewater treatment project.

The city entered the new fiscal
year without an adopted budget.
Council previously approved tempo-
rary spending authority acknowledg-
ing that a final budget would not be
adopted before the beginning of the
fiscal year.

No final proposed budget has yet
been presented to the public for re-
view.

Williford’s departure and the
planned revisions to the financial
report come as city officials work to
complete that process ahead of the
anticipated Sept. 24 public hearing.

$10.2 million sewer
project leaves major

financial questions
unresolved for city

By KATHRYN CROCKETT
Staff Reporter

As Dawson’s finance director resigns and operat-
ing pressures mount, records show $10.2 million in
sewer funding, frozen loans, missing audits and gaps
in the public accounting of project money.

The resignation of Dawson’s finance director Friday
adds new urgency to understanding a city financial pic-
ture that has become increasingly difficult to reconcile.

Dawson has struggled to bring recurring revenues
in line with the cost of normal operations. At the same
time, millions of dollars in federal grant and state loan
money have moved through the city for one of the larg-
est infrastructure projects in its recent history.

FINANCES

Continued on page 8

Terrell Academy’s Lily Addison watches as the pitch goes by during Monday’s game against Calvary Christian.
Addison and the Lady Eagles stayed close to the highly ranked Lady Knights until things moved their way late

in the game/JOE WHITFIELD

Lady Eagles battle
with nationally
ranked Calvary
Christian of Columbus

By JOE WHITFIELD
Sports Editor

Ashley Walker isn't particu-
larly interested in making Ter-
rell Academy's schedule easy.

He wants the Lady Eagles
ready when the games become
considerably more important.

Monday provided another
test.

Terrell Academy stayed
within striking distance of na-
tionally ranked Calvary Chris-
tian of Columbus for five in-
nings before the Lady Knights
pulled away for a 12-4 victory.

Calvary improved to 11-2
and entered the game ranked
No. 7 in Georgia and No. 11
nationally. Its only losses have
come against Lee County, cur-
rently No. 3 in GHSA Class 6A,
and Tattnall Square Academy
of Macon by one run.

Yet Terrell Academy trailed

“I thought we held our own
and played really well,” Walk-
er said. “Hats off to them, they
are a very talented team, and I
thought we were able to rise to
the occasion and show that we
can play good softball too.”

Calvary scored in the first,
but Terrell Academy answered
with two runs on a wild pitch
for a 2-1lead. The Lady Knights
regained the advantage with
three runs in the second.

Caroline Presley kept Ter-
rell Academy within striking
distance, working five innings
and allowing eight runs, seven
earned, on 11 hits without issu-
ing a walk.

“Caroline did a really good
job of keeping them off balance
at the plate, and she missed a
lot of barrels today,” Walker

LADY EAGLES

just 6-4 entering the sixth.

Continued on page 8

TCBOE bring in outside financial team after CFO departure

By KATHRYN CROCKETT
Staff Reporter

The Terrell County Board of Ed-
ucation has approved an agreement
with the Mauldin & Jenkins CPA
firm to provide CFO-level consult-
ing and financial support as the
school system continues rebuilding
its finance department following
months of turnover and identified
longstanding weaknesses in its fi-
nancial processes.

The board approved the agree-
ment during a special called meet-
ing Tuesday, after Superintendent
Shereca Harvey walked members
through the scope, cost and terms
of the contract.

The agreement comes after the
departure of former Chief Financial
Officer Tony Lowe, who left Ter-
rell County Schools after about six
months to take the CFO position
with Sumter County Schools.

Harvey previously told The Al-
bany Herald that Lowe joined the
district in February during a partic-
ularly difficult period for its finance
department, with staff turnover,

The Terrell County Board of Education has approved an agreement with the
Mauldin & Jenkins CPA firm to provide CFO-level consulting and financial
support as the district works to strengthen its financial operations and

internal controls/KATHRYN CROCKETT

unresolved vendor payments, pay-
roll and benefits issues, two out-
standing audits and the develop-
ment of the Fiscal Year 2027 budget
all happening at once.

Rather than immediately placing
another CFO into that environment,

Harvey said earlier this month that
she wanted an outside team to help
stabilize the department first, put-
ting in place best-practice systems
and processes that have been miss-
ing from the district for years prior
to her elevation to the superinten-

dent's position.

“I'm bringing in a group so that
the next CFO will not be over-
whelmed,” Harvey said. “They’re
going to clean things up, get us
where we need to be.”

At Tuesday’s meeting, Harvey
said Mauldin & Jenkins representa-
tives visited the district Aug. 20 to
assess its needs before developing
the proposal presented to the board.

The agreement is not for basic
bookkeeping or data-entry services.
Instead, Harvey said the district
selected higher-level “controlling”
and CFO services designed to im-
prove financial oversight, reporting
and internal controls.

Under the agreement, Maul-
din & Jenkins will review the dis-
trict’s budget status and projections
monthly, monitor grant activity,
help prepare monthly financial in-
formation for the board and consult
directly with Harvey.

The firm also will provide
support to the Finance Depart-

TCBOE

Continued on page 8
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YSYM's first official meeting will be held on Tuesday, Sept. 8, at Barnes Soulfood/SPECIAL PHOTO

Rebirth of Young Sisterhood Youth Ministry

SPECIAL TO THE DAWSON NEWS

The Rebirth of Young Sisterhood
Youth Ministry, Inc. was first estab-
lished on July 28, 2007, under the
leadership of Mrs. Allison Harvey.
YSYM, is dedicated to mentoring girls
ages five and up by fostering academic
excellence, personal growth, leader-
ship, self-esteem, spiritual develop-
ment, and essential life skills in a safe,
positive, and nurturing environment.

As the organization begins this
new chapter, the first Advisory Board
meeting was held on Thursday, Aug.
20, and registration was held on
Monday, Aug. 24, at Barnes Soulfood

Restaurant in Dawson, Georgia.

The upcoming Advisory Board
members are Mrs. Allison Harvey
— Director, Dr. Valencia Gardner
— Assistant Director, Mrs. Sand-
er Cody — Secretary, Mrs. Tammie
Duck-Thomas — Treasurer, Ms. Sonji
Harvey — Chief Financial Officer, Mrs.
Cynthia Oxford — Advisor, Mrs. Dollie
Blackshear — Advisor, Mrs. Antoinette
Jones — Advisor, Mrs. Lisa Harvey —
Advisor

During registration, 32 girls joined
the Young Sisterhood Youth Minis-
try, with an expectation that addi-
tional girls will enroll as the program

continues to grow. This tremendous
response demonstrates the need for
programs that provide positive men-
torship, encouragement, guidance,
and opportunities for young girls in
our community.

Young Sisterhood Youth Ministry,
Inc. looks forward to building upon
its strong foundation and continuing
its commitment to empowering young
girls to become confident, respon-
sible, successful, and well-rounded
young women.

YSYM first official meeting will be
held on Tuesday, Sept. 8, at Barnes
Soulfood.

OBITUARIES

Joyce Settles
Scarborough

SHELLMAN - Joyce
Settles Scarborough, 87, of
Shellman, Ga. passed away
on Saturday, Aug. 29, 2026,
in the Evergreen Assisted
Living in Albany. Graveside
funeral services were con-
ducted at 11 a.m. on Mon-
day, Aug. 31, in the Shellman
Eastview Cemetery with Rev.
Chet Anderson officiating.

Joyce was born on Nov.

10, 1938, in Cuthbert, Ga.
the daughter of the late Earl
Settles and the late Verlie
Durrance Settles. She was a
graduate of Cuthbert High
School, member of the Shell-
man First Baptist Church
and was retired as the office
manager for Peerless Manu-
facturing. She was preceded
in death by her parents, hus-
band, Aubrey Scarborough
and a son, Michael Linwood
Scarborough.

Survivors include her
son, Tony (Teresa) Scar-
borough of Leesburg; two
granddaughters, = Hannah
and Haley Scarborough of
Albany; two step-grandchil-
dren, Olivia Bevel and Daw-
son Bevel; and several niec-
es and nephews.

Memorials may be made
to the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion 5156 River Rd. Colum-
bus, GA 31904 or Alz.org.

Lunsford Funeral Home,
Cuthbert, Ga. (229) 732-
2148.

Terrell County Fall Festival
set for Saturday, Sept. 26

STAFF REPORTS

Fall festivities are re-
turning to downtown Daw-
son later this month with an
afternoon of food, games,
arts and crafts and family
activities.

The Terrell County Rec-
reation Department will
host its Fall Festival from 3
to 6 p.m. Sept. 26, behind
the historic courthouse at
235 E. Lee St. Vendors are
also being invited to partic-

ipate. Vendor registration is
$20, with booth categories
including arts and hand-
made items, home business-
es, direct sales, and food or
concessions.

Vendors must be set up
no later than 2:30 p.m. on
the day of the festival.

The festival is open to the
public. Those interested in
participating as a vendor or
seeking additional informa-
tion may contact Joe Wil-
liams at (229) 537-9501.

Lawmaker exploring
legislation to curb
Flock camera misuse

By TY TAGAMI

Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA — Growing public concern about license
plate reader systems has led a key state senator to con-
sider legislation to limit abuses by police.

After nearly weekly news reports of law enforcement
officers accused of misusing license plate reader data
for personal purposes, such as spying on friends and
family, Sen. John Albers, R-Roswell, said on Tuesday
that he was joining a new task force to explore whether
legislation is needed.

He said other lawmakers also were invited to join.

"Like every citizen in our state, we're concerned
about the abuses that have taken place," said Albers,
who, as chairman of the Senate Public Safety Commit-
tee, has influence over law enforcement legislation.

News reports about police misuse of the camera sys-
tems in Georgia increased this year, as more local de-
partments started auditing use and reporting potential
abuses to the Georgia Bureau of Investigation.

As recently as last week, three former officers in
Savannah were charged with misuse of a license plate
reader system and violation of oath of office, WSB-TV
reported Monday, noting that a fourth employee also
was charged with misuse of the system.

In separate Georgia cases, former law enforcement
employees also have been charged with misuse, as well
as stalking and computer invasion of privacy.

Atlanta-based Flock Safety is one of the leading
companies in the license plate reader industry. The
company told Atlanta News First in 2023 that its cam-
eras were watching in at least 70% of Georgia's cities.

The proliferation of its cameras has been accompa-
nied by concerns about privacy.

At least 30 localities across the country had deacti-
vated their Flock cameras or canceled their contracts
with the company since the beginning of 2025, NPR re-
ported in February. That report noted that Flock CEO
Garrett Langley had criticized DeFlock, a crowdsourced
mapping project.

As of Tuesday, DeFlock's website reported that more
than 130 cities had canceled Flock contracts, deactivat-
ed their cameras or otherwise rejected the systems. But
the website said there were still at least 135,000 license
plate readers in use.

In mid-August, Flock announced new accountabili-
ty and privacy measures. The company said it was re-
ducing its recommended default data retention period
from 30 days to seven. It also said it was letting cities
control the types of offenses that external law enforce-
ment agencies could search their data for.

"People have concerns and public trust is para-
mount," he said.

RELIGION DIGEST

Dawson Methodist Revival

Dawson Methodist Revival, led by Global Min-

Raines Baptist
Church to celebrate
33rd anniversary

STAFF REPORTS

Raines Baptist Church will celebrate its 33rd church
anniversary Sept. 13 with morning and afternoon wor-
ship services centered on the theme, “A Legacy of Faith
... A Future of Hope.”

Morning worship will begin at 11 a.m. at the 577 Or-
ange St. church in Dawson. An afternoon anniversa-
ry service will begin at 2 p.m. at the ARJAGZ Cultural
Center, 1051 Augusta St. NE.

Mt. Pilgrim Baptist Church will serve as the guest
church for the afternoon service.

Raines Baptist traces its beginnings to a mission ef-
fort associated with First Baptist Church of Dawson.
According to a history of the congregation, the church
held its first Sunday worship service Nov. 28, 1993,
with 23 people in attendance, most of them children.
The congregation later became a fully constituted
church in September 1999.

Over the years, Raines has expanded its ministry
beyond regular worship to include community events,
scholarships, outreach efforts and partnerships with
organizations serving local families.

The anniversary celebration will recognize the
church’s history while looking toward its continued
ministry under the theme, “Celebrating God’s Faith-
fulness: Honoring Our Past ... Embracing Our Future.”

Raines Baptist
Church to host
breast cancer,
domestic violence
awareness event

STAFF REPORTS

Raines Baptist Church will host its 28th annu-
al Breast Cancer and Domestic Violence Awareness
Event on Oct. 3, bringing health information, commu-
nity resources and support services together in down-
town Dawson.

The event will be held from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at The
Log Cabin, 293 Stonewall St. NE. Organizers say the
event is designed to promote awareness, education,
prevention and support surrounding both breast can-
cer and domestic violence.

Activities are expected to include health screenings,
community resource information, vendors and door
prizes.

This year’s event carries a baseball theme: “A Home
Run Is Made Every Time,” with organizers encourag-
ing the community to come together to “hit it out of
the park” in supporting those affected by breast cancer
and domestic violence.

Community outreach has long been part of Raines
Baptist Church’s ministry. Church historical records
list domestic violence and breast cancer awareness ef-
forts among its recurring community programs.

The event is open to the community.

Macedonia Parrott
to host Youth Day

STAFF REPORTS

PARROTT — Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church
in Parrott will celebrate its annual Youth Day obser-
vance on Sept. 6, during its regular worship service at
11 a.m.

Minister Jesse R. Thompson II of Atlanta will
bring the message. Thompson is a member of Mount
Ephraim Baptist Church, where his spiritual founda-
tion was nurtured and where he continues to serve as
associate minister.

His academic background includes a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Religion from Luther Rice University, a
Master of Arts degree in Religion/Biblical Studies, and
a Doctor of Ministry degree from McCormick Theolog-
ical Seminary.

Thompson brings a humble spirit and a sincere
heart for serving God’s people.

Macedonia pastor the Rev. Lucious Mitchell and
the entire Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church fam-
ily extend an invitation to the general public to come
out and support this special Youth Day celebration.

The offices of Sumter EMC will be CLOSED

istries will be on Friday, Sept. 11 at 7 p.m.; Saturday
Sept. 12 at 7 p.m.; and Sunday, Sept. 13 at 10:30 a.m.
at Dawson Methodist Church, located at 306 Stone-
wall Street NE.

COMMUNITY NEWS

City of Bronwood Work Sessions

Work sessions for the City of Bronwood is having
on every 1st Tuesday of each month starting Sept. 1 at
4 p-m. The location will be at the city hall.

% Sumter EMC

® Your Member-Owned Electric Cooperative

Monday, September 7, 2026
in observance of

Labor Day

For emergencies call:
(229) 924-8041 or (800) 342-6978
Dispatcher on duty 24 hours per day.
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DID YOU KNOW...?

Was a well-known American
general nominated three
times for the Medal of Honor?

By JACK BAGLEY

Georgia Trust For Local News

Good grief, where is the time going so quickly?
I mean, here it is September already!

You know what that means, right? (Well, you
do if you're a regular reader of this silly stuff.).
It means that later on, just three more weeks or
so, I have another one of those silly events called
“birthdays.”

This month, I’ll turn 68 years old.

While I ruminate on what all that could possi-
bly mean, T'll turn over the trivia column and let
you enjoy some things that don’t cause me to feel
older.

Did you know...

... two separate attacks on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii
took place during World War II? We are all fa-
miliar with the “day of infamy” attack which hap-
pened on December 7, 1941, and which brought
the United States into the war. A second attack,
on March 4, 1942, is lesser known. Dubbed “Op-
eration K,” this involved two Japanese flying boats
attacking Oahu Island once again, specifically
targeting a dock. Bad weather and even worse
navigation caused the bombers to miss the dock,
dropping their ordinance harmlessly near a high
school. (Thanks to Terry for the tip!)

... an astronomer once designed a super-tele-
scope? Adrien Auzout (1622-1691) drew up a de-
sign for a 1,000-foot-long refracting telescope. He
thought that the telescope would have a magni-
fication so great that he would be able to see an-
imals on the Moon. The telescope would not be
contained in a tube, but instead would have been
an “aerial” telescope which uses lenses mounted
high in a tree or on a pedestal, and the observer
holding the eyepiece lens. (Now that would be a
heavenly view.)

... aman can make a sound humans can'’t hear,
but elephants can? Tim Storms (born 1972), a
singer said to have the “world’s deepest voice,”
holds the world record for the lowest note pro-
duced by a human. The note is eight octaves be-
low the lowest G on a piano, and cannot be heard
by the human ear — but elephants can hear it, sci-
entists say. Storms himself cannot hear the note,
but he says he can “feel” it in his head. His vocal
abilities arise from the fact that his vocal cords
are twice as long as most peoples’. (What the el-
ephants think of Mr. Storms’ ability has not been
recorded for posterity.)

.. a famous American general was nominat-
ed three times for the Medal of Honor? Douglas
MacArthur (1880-1964), one of the most well-
known and controversial Army officers in Ameri-
can history, was nominated for the Medal of Hon-
or on three separate occasions. The first was in
1914, when then-Captain MacArthur conducted
long-range reconnaissance behind enemy lines in
Mexico as part of the Veracruz expedition. The
award was submitted by General Leonard Wood
(1860-1927), but was rejected by a board con-
vened to review the award, which said awarding
the Medal of Honor might encourage staff officers
to ignore their commanders and go off on their
own missions. The second recommendation came
during World War I, when then-Brigadier Gener-
al MacArthur led another reconnaissance patrol,
this one into a gap in German barbed wire fenc-
ing and was wounded, ending up the sole survi-
vor of the patrol. This award was submitted by
General Charles Summerall (1867-1955), but was
downgraded to a Distinguished Service Cross.
MacArthur did receive the Medal of Honor in
1942, during World War II, but not for any spe-
cific moment of gallantry. Rather, MacArthur was
awarded the Medal to offset Japanese propaganda
about him supposedly “deserting” his command in
the Philippines after he was ordered to leave for
Australia. (Thanks to Dave for the tip!)

... filming of one movie caused another movie
to shut down for a day? When the 2007 movie No
Country for Old Men was being filmed in Marfa,
Texas, a cloud of smoke from the set of another
movie being filmed there, There Will Be Blood,
caused the production to shut down for a day.
What makes this a very interesting coincidence is
the fact that There Will Be Blood filmed in Mar-
fa for months, but No Country for Old Men only
worked in the town for two weeks. (I guess no-
body ever heard of coordinating schedules.)

... two rival Mexican religious groups are based
on soft drinks? In the town of Chamula, located in
the southern state of Chiapas, Mexico, shamans in
a religious group began using Coca-Cola™ in their
rituals to heal worshipers. When word of this got
back to rival Pepsi-Cola™, that company began
giving commissions to shamans to get them to rec-
ommend Pepsi instead. Coke did the same thing,
and now in Chamula there’s the Coca-Cola group
and the Pepsi group. The “Coca-Cola Church” is
actually a tourist attraction. (I got nothing here,
folks.)

... engagement rings are expensive because of
a marketing ploy? The “standard” value of an en-
gagement ring is said to be two months’ salary for
the prospective groom. This arbitrary standard
was created by the DeBeers Diamond Company’s
advertising agency. Additional trivia note: Dia-
monds are only valuable, some sources say, be-
cause of DeBeers. The company keeps millions
of dollars worth of diamonds hidden in order to
drive up the price of those on the market, or so it
is alleged.

Now... you know!
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Too many flavors of toothpaste

While doing a little light house-
work the other day, I discovered a
glob of fluorescent blue gel at the
bottom of the sink.

My daughter, like most little
girls, is enamored with all things
squishy or made of clay and slime,
and she, like seemingly everyone
in her circle of influence, loves to
play mad scientist with these goo-
ey toys, creating their own out of
plastic wrap and balloons or dis-
secting the ones I spent my hard-
earned money on. I have spent too
much of my life unclogging drains
congested with the leftovers of her
experiments At first I believed my
afternoon was going to be booked
up taking apart another obstructed
P-trap.

I tried to wipe away the sub-
stance with the rag clutched in
my fist and the azure sludge only
smeared across the white ceram-
ic surface. My initial fear was as-
suaged; it wasn't slime, it was
toothpaste.

I had two thoughts as I con-
tinued to scrub away at the ev-
er-spreading smudge: Why does
something meant to clean your
teeth make such a mess everywhere
else and how well are the members
of my household, particularly the
youngest ones, brushing their teeth
when most of the toothpaste ends
up at the bottom of the sink?

There are two kinds of people in
this world - those who are shrewd
practitioners of oral hygiene and
those who take a lackadaisical ap-
proach to brushing and flossing.
I've been on both ends of this spec-
trum and both sides keep the den-
tist office busy.

I'm always surprised at the vari-
ety of flavors toothpaste comes in

By KYLE DOMINY

these days. For decades of my life
I believed there was mint and cin-
namon, the latter being only for old
people. At every visit for a cleaning
the list grows longer and longer. It
takes the poor hygienist more time
to rattle off the options than it does
to actually brush my teeth. Among
the popular offerings, I'm told, is
birthday cake.

It seems counterintuitive, yes,
but maybe the good people at Col-
gate are getting desperate.

The Egyptians were the first
people to develop an oral hygiene
routine. Some 5,000 years ago, the
first tooth cleaner was concocted
out of the ashes of burnt ox hooves,
pumice and egg shells. The Greeks
and Romans improved on the reci-
pe, if you can call it that, by adding
crushed bones and oyster shells.
Apparently garbage is good for the
teeth.

Ironically, the toothbrush didn't
come along until more than 3,000

years later. A clever soul living in
China during the Tang Dynasty, at-
tached hog hair bristles to a piece
of bamboo. Rumor has it that the
inventor was known for his less-
than-stellar good looks and was
trying to find a way to impress the
ladies.

Fluoride wasn't clinically prov-
en to benefit teeth until the 1950s,
though the chemical was added to
the drinking water supply of Flint,
Michigan in 1945. An attendant
was stationed at all municipal wa-
ter fountains to ask thirsty partak-
ers if they wanted mint or cinna-
mon. The latter being only for the
elderly, of course.

Back in the confines of my own
home, with a freshly cleaned sink,
at least until the next tooth brush-
ing session, I'm just thankful that
toothpaste evolved from animal
parts and bone meal.

The next time I'm at the dentist,
I think I'll give birthday cake a try.

COUCH THEATER

——

Gal Gadot stars in "The Runner""/Photo courtesy of MovieStillsDB

By DEMI TAVERAS

King Features

Star Wars: The Mandalorian and Grogu (PG-13)

Sometimes a film can have a notable director such as
Jon Favreau ("The Lion King"), popular lead stars like Pe-
dro Pascal ("Fantastic 4: The First Steps") and Jeremy Allen
White ("The Bear"), and even a score composed by an Oscar
winner like Ludwig Goransson ("The Odyssey") -- and still
not meet box-office expectations! It certainly didn't meet
Disney's, as it was the lowest-grossing live-action "Star
Wars" film of all time. This sci-fi film is a continuation of
the three-season series "The Mandalorian" (2019-2023),
which follows bounty hunter Din Djarin (Pascal) and his
foundling, Grogu. Instead of a fourth season, its creators
decided to move toward a feature film about the duo, who
get recruited by the New Republic to rescue Rotta the Hutt
(White). Stream it on Sept. 2! (Disney+)

Mayday (PG-13)

Ryan Reynolds is back on our screens after the success-
ful third installment of his "Deadpool" franchise! Trading
in his skintight red suit for a United States Air Force uni-
form, Reynolds plays pilot Troy "Assassin" Kelly in this ac-
tion-comedy film out on Sept. 4. After ejecting himself from
his plane to survive a head-on collision, Troy lands in the
Russian wilderness and quickly encounters ex-KGB car-
penter Nikolai Ustinov (Kenneth Branagh). Nikolai, who
greatly admires the American government and culture,
agrees to help Troy get outside of enemy lines. Of course,
even with their combat skills and the power of their two
heads combined, it won't be an easy feat. (Apple TV)

The Runner (PG-13)

Having gone under the radar for a bit after the catastro-
phe that was "Snow White" (2025), Gal Gadot has found
herself in a new lead role for an action thriller that's way
more up her alley. Gadot portrays Maia, an attorney, moth-
er and running enthusiast. In the middle of her normal run
after dropping her son, Noah, off to school, she receives
what she assumes is an ordinary call from him, until she
hears a man on the other end of the line. Startled, Maia
listens intently as the caller tells her that he has abducted
Noah, and only if she follows each of the caller's rules will
Noah get to live. Damian Lewis ("Pressure') and Alfred
Enoch ("The Critic") co-star. Premieres Sept. 2. (Amazon
Prime Video)

The Man Will Burn (TV-MA)

This four-part documentary series that's out now on
streaming takes on the radical weeklong desert festival
known as Burning Man. Originating in 1986 on Baker
Beach in San Francisco, Burning Man has since evolved
into a large-scale event consisting of more than 70,000 par-
ticipants. Now held at its iconic venue of Black Rock City,
Nevada, the festival brings together people from around
the world with a foundation of 10 main principles: radical
inclusion, gifting, decommodification, radical self-reliance,
radical self-expression, communal effort, civic responsi-
bility, leaving no trace, participation, and immediacy. The
series explores its history, the nonprofit that organizes the
festival, and how celebrity culture has infiltrated Black
Rock City. (HBO Max)

(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Friends of Georgia radio

SANDY SPRINGS — The
friends of Georgia Radio
Hall of Fame gathered here
for its annual awards ban-
quet last weekend. The
event drew old friends and
honorees, new faces, and a
litany of supporters who ap-
preciate local radio.

The “friends” also in-
ducted five radio personal-
ities into its Hall of Fame,
including Dallas McCade,
the robust personality of
Kicks 101.5; Greg Street,
Vio3 (VEE); Marcy Wil-
liams, a trailblazing female
anchor at WSB’s 95.5 FM;
and Joel Williams, perhaps
Northeast Georgia’s best-
known radio morning host
on WCON’s My Country
99.3 in Cornelia.

Dallas McCade is not
only known for her love of
country music, she, if she
could afford it, would take
in every stray animal in the

state. Greg Street, a fishing
buddy of Georgia’s Jonas
Jennings, still working with
the Dawgs, has been a main-
stay on WVEE since the
90s, an afternoon anchor
with his 6:00 p.m. theme:
“It’s 6:00 o’clock, it’s 6:00
o’clock. It’s time for Greg
Street to Rock.” He has en-
tertained Atlanta audiences
for years and has never met
a charity he didn’t like.
Marcy Williams, a grad-
uate of Princeton, is the
only Ivy Leaguer in the
group. She is an iconoclast
who has gone where wom-
en have never gone before.
She had gigs in Los Angeles
and San Francisco before
settling in with WSB’s 95.5

FM in 1993.
Joel Williams has
reached “beloved” status

with his morning show,
which he co-hosts with Re-
becca Biddy at My Country,

LORAN SMITH

99.3 WCON, Cornelia.

I know Joel best among
the inductees, and beyond
our on-air conversations
each week in the fall, I enjoy
the occasional interludes
with his family, including
his charming wife, B.J., who
also has a long on-air re-
lationship with WDUN in
Gainesville.

When you preview the
resumes of these local stars,
you find them all keen on
community support and

making people feel good
when they might be having
a bad day.

They initiate and throw
their support for the com-
munities they serve. They
never take their status for
granted, and they are all
about reaching out to oth-
ers, underscoring charity
and having fun.

When on air, they are
proponents of goodwill, and
if they could they would
build a campfire and invite
the whole world to embrace
and sing kumbaya.

One of the things I have
always enjoyed about local
radio stars is that, in ad-
dition to entertaining the
constituency, are keen on
extending a helping hand.
I was taken by the selfless-
ness these local stars have
in their communities and
the goodwill that comes
from what they do in their
respective neighborhoods.

With this group, you
have a rap star, country
music stars, and the con-

summate storyteller who
has been a breaker of icons
for women in radio, whose
theme is to put the listener
first.

Neil Williamson, long-
time sports executive at
WSB and who has for de-
cades been the host of the
UGA Tailgate Show, was
the emcee. He brought lev-
ity and insightful remarks
relating to the inductees,
which made it a lively eve-
ning.

When these exceptional
radio personalities have a
guest on the air with them,
you feel you are sitting in
on a fireside chat. I remem-
ber growing up when coun-
try singer Eddy Arnold did
those Purina commercials,
I felt that he was talking to
me personally. I certainly
wanted to buy Purina Dog
Chow for the family hound
dog.

The Friends of Georgia
Radio, led by Dr. Dale Van
Cantfort, are enterprising in
one very special way. They

raise money and donate
scholarships to aspiring col-
lege undergraduates who
are interested in pursuing a
radio career.

Those honored many
very well become a star of
tomorrow trying to make
the day of their peers and
generation as the aforemen-
tioned Hall of Famers have
done in their time.

To make everybody’s
day, how about these Inter-
net radio quips?

What do you call the av-
erage radio? Stereo-typical.

How do radios say good-
bye? They wave.

Why was the radio tired
after work? It had too many
watt hours.

It was a good evening,
and reminded all in atten-
dance that local radio

Is not just entertain-
ment, it is the home of
goodwill with an accent on
giving back to their commu-
nities. How nice!

Dolly Parton was as good as it gets

Dolly Parton left us last
week. She entered Ameri-
ca’s hearts as a country mu-
sic performer. She leaves us
as one of our most iconic
and beloved figures. Trib-
utes to her indicate our
hearts are broken yet full.

She earned everything
required to be called a ce-
lebrity. She leveraged that
title to be so much more.
At every step of the way she
gave back.

She was born into a dirt
poor family in Appalachia,
at least by monetary stan-
dards. As she made clear
over the years in state-
ment and song, it wasn’t
money that mattered. Her
song “Coat of Many Col-
ors” summed it up with the
lyrics “And oh, I couldn't
understand it for I felt I
was rich and I told 'em of
the love my momma sewed
in every stitch...But they
didn't understand it and I
tried to make them see that
one is only poor only if they
choose to be.”

Many didn’t understand
it, or a less charitable inter-
pretation, is that she was
still openly looked down
upon for not giving up her

rural ways. A famous inter-
view with Barbara Walters
demonstrated grace and
class while being called a
hillbilly to her face.

She understood her
roots, and refused to let how
others viewed her shake
her. When asked if it both-
ered her to be considered
a dumb blonde, she said of
course it didn’t because she
knew she wasn’t dumb, and
she knew she wasn’t blonde.

While many were con-
tent with underestimating
her, she was making the
most her many talents that
seemed to outnumber the
many colors in coat made
from her mother’s love.
Singer. Actress. Business-
woman. Philanthropist. Lit-
eracy Advocate. Evangelist.
Those are just the broad
professional titles for her
many successful ventures.
She had the full set of per-
sonal talents which includ-
ed strength, resolve, perse-
verance, empathy, vision...
and so many more.

She took care of her peo-
ple. Dollywood was often
described as a way to help
get her family jobs. That
enterprise alone now em-

ploys about 23,000 of her
Tennessee family members,
and provides an almost $2
billion annual economic im-
pact to a region that is now
demonstrably richer for her
contributions.

She didn’t like that her
people were considered
dumb by the elites she
worked with in New York
and L.A. so she started
sending kids books. She’s
now donated over 300 mil-
lion children’s books to
promote literacy. I have to
think she smiled at all the
recent studies showing Mis-
sissippi now has the highest
literacy rates in the coun-
try for elementary school
students...while still seeing
that we still have so much
work to do here.

She made direct contri-
butions and efforts to fix
graduation rates, support
disaster victims, and medi-
cal research. Each has real,
tangible results. It wasn’t
about putting her name on
buildings, it was about mak-
ing positive changes in lives
and lifting up entire com-
munities.

She was an open advo-
cate for her faith in word,
deed, and song. If you're
building a playlist of her
songs this week, make sure
you include “He’s Alive”.

She even sang in my little
home church’s choir — sort
of. About 15 years ago she
starred alongside Queen
Latifah in a movie about
a small church choir. The
move production compa-
ny used Bethany Methodist
Church in North Fayette
County as the principal set
for the film. They even used
members of our church as a
lot of the extras.

It’s quite surreal to sit
in a theater and watch the
great Mrs. Parton sing be-
hind the pulpit where you
learned your most import-
ant life lessons and was the
gathering place for those in
life you've loved the most.
Even more so when the shot
pans to the pews and many
of those faces are captured
if but for a fleeting moment.
For that I needed to add a
personal thank you.

It was in that church I
learned the parable of the
talents from the 25th book
of Matthew. I've confided
to a few that this is the one
passage that I find the most
daunting at this stage of my

o

CHARLIE HARPER
GEORGIA POLITICS

life.

This is the story of a
rich man leaving “talents”
— pieces of his wealth —
among three servants based
on their abilities. The two
with the greatest abilities,
given 5 and 3 talents each,
doubled theirs and present-
ed the profits to him upon
return. But the other hid the
one talent and only gave it
back upon the master’s re-
turn. It served no use while
on loan, and returned no
yield to anyone except what
was given. It was a wasted
opportunity.

Dolly was given so many
talents — yet none of the ob-
vious paths to unlock them
and almost every barrier

that prevents most of us
from even trying. There is
no doubt when she returned
her talents last week she
was told “well done my good
and faithful servant.”

With all the well-de-
served complements flow-
ing her way last week a
scene from As Good As It
Gets seemed to frame most
of the responses. During an
argument in a restaurant,
Helen Hunt’s character de-
mands Jack Nickelson’s
character pay her a com-
plement. He pauses before
blurting out “you make me
want to be a better person.”

Many reflections on her
life indicated Dolly made
us want to be better people.
That’s a nice feeling, yet also
an empty platitude.

Her formula was to act
with purpose and have tan-
gible and attainable goals in
mind. Random acts of kind-
ness make us feel good, but
they don’t employ 23,000
people, teach a generation
how to read, or lift gradua-
tion rates.

If you want to live like
Dolly, inventory your tal-
ents. Dig them up if you
need. Put them to work,
with purpose. That’s how
we become better people —
by helping others become
their best. I'm pretty sure
that’s as good as it gets.

Son-in-law not helpful in Mike Collins senate campaign

I have warned my two
kids that if they ever con-
templated divorcing their
spouse, I was keeping the
one they brought. My son-
in-law is a retired public
schoolteacher with a PhD, a
coach and was named Geor-
gia’s Teacher of the Year. He
can build anything, includ-
ing the house they have oc-
cupied for the past 35 years.

He is kind and thoughtful
and smart as a whip.

My daughter-in-law is a
nurse who spent most of her
career in hospital nursing
and retired as a hospice care
nurse, one of the toughest
jobs I can imagine. As I
have stated on previous oc-
casions, she is credited with
having saved my life (that,
according to the doctors)
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when she saw how pale I
looked one evening and got
me to an emergency clinic
and then into the hospital.
It was sepsis. She remains
my go-to regarding matters
of my health.

It’s a shame I'm not run-
ning for the U.S. Senate in
Georgia. I could talk about
the real issues facing our na-
tion and not have to worry
about dealing with the next
harangue coming from an
in-law. I'm afraid that is not
the case for Republican can-
didate, Cong. Mike Collins.
His race-ranting, antisemit-
ic, misogynistic son-in-law
doesn’t seem to have an
off-switch or much interest
in helping his father-in-law
focus on the issues instead
of having to talk about him.

David Alan Scheer II is
identified as a social media
influencer which is said to
be “someone who uses their
trust and credibility online

WHEN (T SHOULD
BE QUESTIONING

to shape attitudes, behav-
iors and decisions.”

According to various
sources, Scheer has some
1.5 million followers on
TikTok, YouTube, Insta-
gram, Telegram and other
channels. His misbegotten
efforts to shape attitudes,
behaviors and decisions are
only serving to make his
father-in-law’s campaign a
lot more difficult than it al-
ready is where polls show
him running behind incum-
bent Democratic Sen. Jon
Ossoff.

On his Telegram chan-
nel, Scheer wrote, “We'’re
going to retake America
for Christian White men!”
I have a feeling God is go-
ing to zap whatever brains
this guy may have (which
can’t be a lot) when the
time comes and will hope-
fully give the privilege of
pulling the switch to Ray
Charles Robinson, of Al-

IF FOOp S SAFE.

DICK YARBROUGH

bany, Georgia, and Moses.
In the meantime, I would
suggest Scheer spend more
time reading the Sermon on
the Mount and less time on
Telegram. He might learn
what Christianity is really
all about.

Scheer has called Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu a “Satanic war-
mongering, Zionist piece of
garbage” and in 2025 dis-
played a German Nazi Par-
ty propaganda poster from
the 1930s with the text “I
want to make babies, Not
die for Israel.” Ask the Na-
zis how that turned out for
them. He has also asserted
that Jews have “captured
American politics,” and that
“Gen-Z doesn’t hate Hitler.”
(Gen-Zer’s are defined as
14 to 29 years of age. What
do they know about Hitler?
Ask them instead about
Taylor Swift or love bomb-
ing.)

As for women, Scheer
has stated, “(R)epeal the
19th amendment and a lot
of issues will resolve them-
selves.” The 19th Amend-
ment guarantees women

the right to vote. I'm going
to assume the women in the
Collins household have no
problem with being thought
of as unworthy to vote. The
women in the Yarbrough
household would punch his
sexist lights out. That would
resolve a lot of issues, too.

I don’t know Mike Col-
lins. T did know his daddy,
the late Cong. Mack Col-
lins, quite well. He was very
helpful to us in the runup to
the 1996 Centennial Olym-
pic Games. And a good guy.
His son may be a good guy,
too, but if he can’t manage
his family how can he man-
age the affairs of state?

Mike Collins either can’t
or won'’t get Scheer to shut
his trap. How all of this can
be a positive in his cam-
paign is a mystery to me.
He had to abort a press con-
ference in Monroe County
recently because reporters
kept asking him to address
the claims of his son-in-
law's ties to antisemitism
and white nationalism, in-
stead of letting him discuss
his health care initiatives,
which was the purpose of
the press conference. You
can bet it won’t be the last
time this happens.

Watching this guy spew
his verbal garbage on the
Internet reminds me to say
thank you to Ted and to
Jackie. You two may not be
social influencers but you
are great in-laws who have
never embarrassed me or
the family. Maybe I should
have run for the Senate.
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Legals

D-103
IN THE PROBATE COURT
COUNTY OF TERRELL
STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: LEON CLYDE JOHNS
DECEASED
ESTATE NO: 4142
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-
ISTRATION
NOTICE

To: ALLUNKNOWN HEIRS, INTERESTED
PARTIES, CREDITORS
BESSIE ARDELLA SHATTLES has peti-
tioned to be appointed Administrator of the
estate of LEON CLYDE JOHNS deceased,
of said County. The Petitioner has also
applied for waiver of bond and/or grant of
certain powers contained in O.C.G.A. §53-
12-261. All interested parties are hereby
notified to show cause why said petition
should not be granted. All objections to
the petition must be in writing, setting forth
the grounds of any such objections, and
must be filed with the court on or before
SEPTEMBER 7TH, 2026,
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections
to the Petition must be in writing, setting
forth the grounds of any such objections.
All objections should be sworn to before
a notary public or before a probate court
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered
with your objections, unless you qualify to
file as an indigent party. Contact probate
court personnel at the following address/
telephone number for the required amount
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If
no objections are filed, the petition may be
granted without a hearing.
Carol M. Speir
Judge of the Probate Court
By: CINDY THOMAS
Clerk of the Probate Court
Address: P.O. Box 67
Dawson, Georgia 39842
229-995-5515

August 13, 20, 27, September 3, 2026
D-109

IN THE PROBATE COURT
COUNTY OF TERRELL
STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: WILLIE JAMES MITCHELL, SR,
DECEASED
ESTATE NO: 4145
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-
ISTRATION
NOTICE

To: ALLUNKNOWN HEIRS, INTERESTED
PARTIES, CREDITORS
WILLIE J. MITCHELL, JR. has petitioned to
be appointed Administrator of the estate
of WILLIE JAMES MITCHELL, SR. de-
ceased, of said County. The Petitioner has
also applied for waiver of bond and/or grant
of certain powers contained in O.C.G.A.
§53-12-261. All interested parties are here-
by notified to show cause why said petition
should not be granted. All objections to the
petition must be in writing, setting forth the
grounds of any such objections, and must
be filed with the court on or before
SEPTEMBER 28TH, 2026.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections
to the Petition must be in writing, setting
forth the grounds of any such objections.
All objections should be sworn to before
a notary public or before a probate court
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered
with your objections, unless you qualify to
file as an indigent party. Contact probate
court personnel at the following address/
telephone number for the required amount
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. If
no objections are filed, the petition may be
granted without a hearing.
Carol M. Speir
Judge of the Probate Court
By: CINDY THOMAS
Clerk of the Probate Court
Address: P.O. Box 67
Dawson, Georgia 39842
229-995-5515

September 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026

D-110
NOTICE OF LOCATION AND DESIGN
APPROVAL

DEADLINE

for all stories, advertisements and
classifieds for The Dawson News
is Fridays at 12:00 p.m.
for the next week’s edition.

P.1.0019099
Terrell COUNTY
Notice is hereby given in compliance with
Georgia Code 22-2-109 and 32-3-5 that
the Georgia Department of Transportation
has approved the Location and Design of
this project.
The date of location and design approval
is: August 27, 2026
The proposed project would consist of re-
placing the Category Il dam with an updated
multi-barrel box culvert and an upstream
water control structure. The proposed con-
struction will take place on and under State
Route (SR) 55. Additionally, this project
proposes to add an upstream embankment
armoring to resist wave action on the Clarks
Millpond riparian pond, and the removal of
the abutting gate house. The existing typical
section of SR55 consists of two 12-ft travel
lanes, one in each direction, with rural, dirt
and gravel shoulders, on top of an earthen
dam. The project site is approximately 0.4
miles south of Laing Crossroad and the
project length is approximately 0.2 miles.
The roadway will consist of two 12-ft lanes
with 8-ft shoulders (2-ft paved). The bridge
culvert will be a triple 10’ X 8. The project
will be constructed with an off-site to main-
tain traffic. The project is located within
in Land Lot 270, Land District 4, Georgia
Military District 909 and is approximately
9 miles South of Dawson. The estimated
construction duration will be 24 months.
Georgia Department of Transportation
would be responsible for acquiring property
rights for this project. Drawings or maps or
plats of the proposed project, as approved,
are on file and are available for public
inspection at the Georgia Department of
Transportation:
Contact Name, Sean F. High/Area Man-
ager District 4, Area 5
E-mail Address: SHigh@dot.ga.gov 2060
Newton Road
Albany, GA 31701
Telephone number: (229) 430-4198
Any interested party may obtain a copy of
the drawings or maps or plats or portions
thereof by paying a nominal fee and re-
questing in writing to:

Kimberly Nesbitt, State Program Delivery
Administrator GDOT Office of Program
Delivery
Attn: Athony Tate atate@dot.ga.gov
600 West Peachtree St NW Atlanta, GA
30308
(404) 807-7692
Any written request or communication in
reference to this project or notice SHOULD
include the Project and P. I. Numbers as

noted at the top of this notice.
September 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026

D-107
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDITORS
GEORGIA, TERRELL COUNTY
All creditors of the estate of TIMOTHY
DEWAYNE BARTHLOW deceased, late of
Terrell County, Georgia are hereby notified
to render in their demands to the under-
signed according to law, and all persons
indebted to law, and all persons indebted to
said estate are required to make immediate
payment.
This 12TH day of AUGUST, 2026
RUN: AUG. 20TH, 27TH, Sept. 3rd, 10TH
WENDY GLEATON, ADMINISTRATOR
TIMOTHY DEWAYNE BARTHLOW, DE-
CEASED
COLLIER & GAMBLE, L.L.P
EDWARD R. COLLIER
P.O. BOX 577
DAWSON, GA. 39842

August 20, 27, September 3, 10, 2026

D-104
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDITORS
GEORGIA, TERRELL COUNTY
All creditors of the estate of MELVIN SHER-
MAN deceased, late of Terrell County,
Georgia are hereby notified to render in
their demands to the undersigned accord-
ing to law, and all persons indebted to law,
and all persons indebted to said estate
are required to make immediate payment.
This 6TH day of AUGUST, 2026
BARBARA ALSTON SHERMAN, EXEC-
UTRIX
MELVIN SHERMAN, DECEASED
1174 HEROD HWY
DAWSON, GA. 39842

August 13, 20, 27, September 3, 2026

JA——

GSW's Info Tech p
prestigious ABET

rogram earns
accreditation

Georgia Southwestern State University’s Bachelor of Science in Information Technology has been accredited by
the Computing Accreditation Commission of ABET/Georgia Southwestern State University, Special Photo

STAFF REPORTS

AMERICUS — Georgia South-
western State University’s Bachelor
of Science in Information Tech-
nology has been accredited by the
Computing Accreditation Com-
mission of ABET, a nonprofit, ISO
gooi1-certified quality assurance
organization. Through the accred-
itation of academic programs, rec-
ognition of credentials and assess-
ment of student learning, ABET
supports excellence in education
worldwide.

ABET accreditation assures that
programs meet standards to pro-
duce graduates ready to enter crit-
ical technical fields that are leading
the way in innovation and emerg-
ing technologies and anticipating
the welfare and safety needs of the
public.

“We are honored to receive ac-
creditation for GSW’s Informa-

tion Technology program,” Gay-
nor Cheokas, dean of the College
of Business and Computing, said.
“The Department of Computing has
dedicated faculty who are commit-
ted to the standards of continuous
improvement. This endorsement
aligns perfectly with our mission
of producing well-educated and
skilled graduates who are prepared
to meet the demands of the ev-
er-changing field of technology.

"An IT degree opens doors to
countless career opportunities, and
ABET accreditation reinforces the
quality and workforce readiness
of our students. I am proud of our
program and proud to be associated
with ABET.”

Sought worldwide, ABET’s vol-
untary peer-review process is high-
ly respected because it adds critical
value to academic programs in the
technical disciplines, where quality,
precision and safety are of the ut-

most importance.

Developed by technical profes-
sionals from ABET’s member soci-
eties, ABET criteria focus on what
students experience and learn.
ABET accreditation reviews look at
program curricula, faculty, facili-
ties and institutional support and
are conducted by teams of highly
skilled professionals from industry,
academia and government, with ex-
pertise in the ABET disciplines.

ABET currently accredits 4,773
programs at 930 colleges and uni-
versities in 41 countries and areas
as of Oct. 1, 2024.

More information about ABET,
its member societies and the ac-
creditation criteria used to evalu-
ate programs can be found at www.
abet.org.

For more information about
GSW’s Bachelor of Science in Infor-
mation Technology, visit gsw.edu/
IT.
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First-year grants to bolster rural hospitals completed

By TY TAGAMI

Capitol Beat News Service

The federal government an-
nounced the delivery Thursday of
the rest of a $218 million award to
Georgia to support rural hospitals.

The $93.3 million completes
the first fiscal year of a five-year,
$50 billion national funding pro-
gram approved by Republicans
in Congress last year in President
Donald Trump's One Big Beauti-
ful Bill Act.

The Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services said the money
will pay for technical innovations
at rural hospitals, such as surgi-
cal robotics and telehealth, plus
medical training and recruitment,
maternal and behavioral services,
and newborn screening.

It will also help 87 rural Geor-
gia hospitals prepare to provide
what the federal agency is calling
"value-based" care.

Dr. Dean Burke, the physician
who leads Georgia's Department
of Community Health, said in a
statement Thursday that the pro-
gram will "have decades of posi-
tive impact" on rural healthcare.

U.S. Rep. Mike Collins, R-Jack-
son, thanked the Trump adminis-
tration for "prioritizing rural com-
munities."

Collins, who is running to un-
seat Democratic U.S. Sen. Jon Os-
soff, also attacked his opponent
for voting with all other Demo-
crats against the funding, which
was part of the One Big Beautiful
Bill and its budget and tax cuts.

Democrats had instead wanted
to preserve funding for Medicaid,
which the bill slashed by hundreds
of billions of dollars.

Democrats have been attack-
ing Collins and the GOP for their
approach to healthcare, blaming
it for rural hospital funding short-
falls.

For instance, the state Demo-
cratic Party asserted in late-July
that Collins’ vote to pass "massive
Medicaid cuts" had "solidified" St.
Mary’s Sacred Heart Hospital’s
decision to close its labor and de-
livery unit.

The Democratic Party has por-
trayed healthcare in Georgia as a
crisis caused by Republicans and
their refusal to expand Medicaid
in the state.

A recent survey conducted by
the University of Georgia for the
Georgia Health Initiative found
rising healthcare costs to be a
potent political issue, especially
among Democrats.

Concerns about rising costs
cross party lines, according to the
UGA survey, with 54% of Demo-
crats and 38% of Republicans say-
ing they were very or somewhat
worried about being able to afford
their monthly premiums over the
next year.

The federal Rural Health
Transformation Program that
emerged from the One Big Beau-
tiful Bill is sending $10 billion a
year to the states over five years in
the form of grants.

Georgia's application last year
netted the seventh-largest sum
nationally.

The state Department of Com-
munity Health said less than 10%
of the first year of funding will go
toward administrative costs.

The state budgeted $15.6 mil-
lion to help seven hospitals pre-
pare for the new federal efficiency
and accountability program, along
with 80 other hospitals that were
awarded money previously.

Another $6.2 million will sup-
port a "continuum of care," such
as medical transportation, school-
based health services and new-
born screening.

Eight hospitals will split a por-
tion of nearly $10.4 million for a
dozen "telepods" for telehealth
and for pediatric "telepsychia-
try" training. The money will also
cover other initiatives to improve
healthcare access.

The second largest amount,
$23.6 million, will go toward
medical workforce development
efforts, including training and
nurse faculty recruitment at Geor-
gia's public universities.

More than a third of the fund-
ing, $37.5 million is for technolog-
ical innovations, such as surgical
robots at 13 hospitals that will also
get funding for surgeon recruit-
ment and retention. The funding
will also cover a grant to Equifax
for "eligibility system enhance-
ments" to expedite "eligibility de-
terminations."

Georgia Farm Bureau Commodity Award 2026 awarded

SPECIAL TO THE DAWSON NEWS

MACON - Georgia Farm Bureau (GFB)
presented Rep. Lynn Smith its 2026 GFB
Commodity Award during the annual GFB
Commodity Conference held Aug. 13 at the
UGA Tifton Campus Conference Center.

The GFB Commodity Award, one of the
organization’s highest honors, is given to
individuals who have supported and pro-
moted Georgia agriculture. The GFB Board
of Directors selects the award recipient
from nominees submitted by the organiza-
tion’s commodity advisory committees.

“Lynn always kept the interest of farm-
ers’ success in the forefront of policy de-
cision that came before her committee,”
said GFB President Tom McCall. “Her
leadership and passion for Georgia and the
state’s invaluable and varied natural re-
sources will be carried into the future for
generations to come.”

A Florida native, Smith is a University
of Georgia graduate, a former educator,
business owner who completed her 30th
year in the Georgia House of Representa-
tives earlier this year representing Georgia
District 70.

Since being elected to the Georgia House
of Representatives in 1996, Smith has been
a trusted champion for Georgia’s farm-
ers, foresters, and rural communities. She
served as chairwoman of the House Natu-

ral Resources and Environment Commit-
tee beginning in 2005. During her tenure,
she led efforts to protect Georgia’s natural
resources while supporting the continued
growth of the state’s agricultural economy.

Smith helped establish Georgia’s re-
gional water planning framework. Begin-
ning with the Flint River Drought Protec-
tion Act and legislation introduced in 2002
and culminating in the successful imple-
mentation of regional water planning in
2008, she helped create what she described
as “the bridge” that provided state agen-
cies with the tools needed to develop long-
term, science-based water management
solutions for Georgia’s future. During her
three decades in the House, she also served
on the Appropriations, Rules, and Reap-
portionment committees.

In addition to her service in the Georgia
House, Smith served as chair of the South-
ern Legislative conference Energy and En-
vironment Committee and is a member of
the Southern States Energy Board.

After earning her degree from UGA in
1968, Smith worked as a teacher, includ-
ing a stint at Newnan High School, where
she taught French, history and civics. She
and her late husband, Charles, were mar-
ried more than 52 years. A master garden-
er, Smith lives in Newnan, attends Central
Baptist Church and enjoys spending time

Georgia Farm Bureau President Tom McCall, right, and his wife, Jane, left,
present Rep. Lynn Smith with the 2026 Georgia Farm Bureau Commodity Award
during the organization’s annual commodity conference held Aug. 13 in Tifton
/Photo courtesy of the Georgia Farm Bureau

with her children and grandchildren.

Edreka Coleman
named first female
drum major of ASU
Marching Rams Band

STAFF REPORTS
ALBANY - Albany State
University’s Marching

Rams Show Band will make
history this fall when Edre-
ka Coleman, a senior music
education major from Ma-
con, becomes the universi-
ty’s first female head drum
major.

Coleman, who previous-
ly served as a drum ma-
jor during the 2025-2026
academic year, will lead
the Marching Rams’ three-
drum-major team during
the 2026-2027 academ-
ic year. Her appointment
marks a significant mile-
stone in the band’s history
and builds on a legacy of
women who have served
as drum majors at Albany
State.

Previous female drum
majors include Chasity
Johnson (2003—2004), the
late Ashley Pickney (2006—
2007), Fayola Braithwaite
(2011—2012) and Desiree
Wesson (2016—2017). Cole-
man now becomes the first
woman to serve as the en-
semble’s head drum ma-
jor, taking on the lead role
among the band’s three
drum majors.

“Being the first female
head drum major at Alba-
ny State University is an
incredible honor, but more
than anything, I see it as a
responsibility and a blessing
from God,” Coleman said.
“I understand that I am
standing in a position that
represents more than just
me. I am representing every
woman and every young girl

who has ever dreamed of
stepping into a leadership
position.

“I hope my leadership
shows that with faith, hard
work, preparation and per-
severance, there is no limit
to what God can do through
you.”

As head drum major,
Coleman will serve as the
student leader among the
band’s drum majors, help-
ing provide direction, co-
ordination and leadership
for the ensemble during re-
hearsals, performances and
appearances. While all three
drum majors serve as lead-
ers and conductors of the
band, the head drum major
assumes the primary lead-
ership role and works close-
ly with the director of bands
and other student leaders to
help guide the ensemble.

Coleman’s appointment
comes at a pivotal time
for the Albany State band,
which continues to expand
its presence on the national
stage. This fall, the March-
ing Rams will make histo-
ry as the first HBCU band
to perform in America’s
Thanksgiving Parade in De-
troit as part of the parade’s
100th anniversary celebra-
tion. The band also is sched-
uled to perform in the 2026
Legends at Legion Field
HBCU Battle of the Bands,
adding to a growing list of
high-profile performances.

Recognized as one of
the nation’s premier HBCU
marching ensembles, the
band is known for its dy-
namic performances, preci-
sion and electrifying sound.

Edreka Coleman, a senior music education major from
Macon, will become Albany State University’s first female
head drum major this fall/ASU, Special Photo

Under the leadership of
Director of Bands William
Brooks, the program has ex-
perienced significant growth
and increased national rec-
ognition since 2023, in-
cluding appearances at the
National Battle of the Bands
and recognition as an ESPN
“Band to Watch.”

During Brooks’ tenure,
the band has grown from 26
musicians to 160 members,
reaching a major enroll-
ment goal in just four years.

“Edreka represents the
leadership, discipline and
excellence that we want to
see throughout the March-
ing Rams Show Band,”
Brooks said. “We are ex-
tremely proud of her and
the example she is setting
for our students and for
young women who aspire
to lead. Her appointment
comes at an exciting time
for this program.

“We have grown tremen-
dously, and our national
opportunities continue to
grow with us. As we prepare
for historic performances
this fall, having strong stu-

dent leaders like Edreka at
the forefront is an import-
ant part of our continued
success.”

Coleman’s journey as a
drum major reflects both
her individual accomplish-
ments and the evolving
leadership legacy of the
Marching Rams Show Band.
As a music education major,
she is preparing for a ca-
reer in music and education
while gaining first-hand
experience in leadership,
performance and ensemble
management.

Her appointment also
underscores the continued
opportunities for students
to develop leadership skills
through participation in Al-
bany State’s renowned band
program.

As the Marching Rams
prepare for a landmark
2026—2027  performance
season, ASU officials said,
Coleman will lead along-
side her fellow drum majors
as the band takes its signa-
ture sound and Golden Ram
pride to audiences across
the country.

GA Department
of Public Health
confirms measles
case in state

SPECIAL TO THE DAWSON NEWS

ATLANTA—The Georgia Department of Public
Health (DPH) has confirmed measles in an unvacci-
nated resident of metro Atlanta. At this time, there is
no known travel history or exposure to someone in-
fected with measles. DPH is working to identify any-
one who may have had contact with the individual
while the individual was infectious.

Measles is very contagious and spreads through the
air when an infected person coughs or sneezes. The
measles virus can stay in the air or on surfaces for up
to two hours after an infected person has left the room.

Measles symptoms typically appear 7 to 14 days af-
ter exposure, including high fever, cough, runny nose,
and watery eyes. Then, a rash of tiny red spots appears.
It starts at the head and spreads to the rest of the body.

The MMR (measles, mumps, rubella) vaccine can
prevent measles and rubella. The vaccine is safe and
effective, and parents with questions about the vaccine
or the vaccination schedule can consult their physi-
cian. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) recommends that children receive their first
dose of MMR vaccine between 12 and 15 months of age
and a second dose between 4 and 6 years of age. For
babies aged 6-11 months traveling internationally, the
CDC recommends a single dose of the MMR vaccine
before travel, followed by two additional doses after
their first birthday.

More than 95% of the people who receive a single
dose of MMR will develop immunity to all three virus-
es. A second dose boosts immunity, typically enhanc-
ing protection to 98%. Individuals who are vaccinated
with the MMR vaccine also help protect others who
are too young or medically unable to be vaccinated.

People with measles symptoms should contact
their healthcare provider immediately. Do not go to
the doctor’s office, the hospital, or a public health clin-
ic without first calling to let them know about your
symptoms. Healthcare providers who suspect measles
in a patient should notify public health immediately.

Including this case, there have been seven measles
cases in Georgia in 2026. There were 10 confirmed
measles cases in Georgia in 2025.
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Those are separate sources of money.
Funding tied to Dawson’s wastewater proj-
ect is restricted and cannot simply be re-
directed to cover payroll, utilities or other
routine city expenses.

But the distinction makes a complete ac-
counting more important, not less.

State records show how much project
funding was approved, how much Dawson
requested or received and what the money
was authorized to pay for. The records do
not provide a complete accounting of what
happened after every dollar reached the
city.

The Albany Herald requested Dawson’s
vendor-payment records as part of a broad-
er request for financial documentation.
Those records would show which contrac-
tors the city paid, how much it paid them
and when. The city has declined to provide
them.

Without those records, The Herald can-
not independently trace every project dol-
lar from the state and federal funding pro-
grams through the city to the contractors
ultimately paid.

That uncertainty exists alongside a much
older infrastructure problem.

Dawson’s documented sewer problems
stretch back more than two decades. Geor-
gia Environmental Protection Division
complaint records reviewed by The Herald
include a sewage overflow dating to approx-
imately January 2002, followed by addi-
tional spills and overflows documented in
2010, 2013, 2017 and as recently as 2024.

The city’s current wastewater improve-
ment effort was underway by 2022, when
Dawson began securing grant and loan
funding to rebuild its wastewater treatment
plant and repair aging sewer lines.

Since then, Dawson has entered into
three funding agreements totaling $10.2
million — more than the city’s entire annual
budget for all operations.

One is a $5.82 million federal American
Rescue Plan Act grant administered by the
Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget.
It does not have to be repaid. The other two
are loans through the Georgia Environmen-
tal Finance Authority totaling $4.38 mil-
lion, although as much as $2.08 million of
that principal may eventually be forgiven.

No single city document presents the full
financial picture. The Herald reconstructed
it from grant agreements, amendments,
state payment records, GEFA disbursement
logs, contractor pay applications and writ-
ten responses from the agencies adminis-
tering the funds.

Dawson also has not completed outside
audits for Fiscal Years 2023, 2024 or 2025.
Its most recent completed outside audit
covers Fiscal 2022. GEFA says some of its
financial review depends on those audits
being available, and the agency told The
Herald it has not conducted a site inspec-
tion of the project, although it said project
managers generally conduct site visits while
construction is underway.

None of those facts establishes that proj-
ect money was improperly spent.

They do mean that, with the records cur-
rently available outside City Hall, the full
movement of the money cannot be inde-
pendently reconstructed.

How the project is funded

Dawson was already pursuing the cur-
rent wastewater improvements by 2022,
more than two years before it signed a con-
sent order with Georgia EPD.

The November 2024 order did not ini-
tiate the project. It imposed specific dead-
lines for correcting long-standing wastewa-
ter problems after years of violations and

sewage spills. Under that agreement, Daw-
son committed to completing sewer-line
repairs by Dec. 31, 2025, and wastewater
treatment plant work by March 31, 2026.
Both deadlines have passed.

The funding supports two major con-
struction contracts.

Southern Champion Construction of Sa-
vannah submitted the $7.54 million low bid
for modifications to the wastewater treat-
ment plant. K-Dug Corporation of Patter-
son submitted the approximately $1.24 mil-
lion low bid for sewer-line improvements.

Together, the two construction contracts
total about $8.78 million.

The grant grew to $5.82 million

Dawson’s ARPA grant began at $1.2 mil-
lion in 2022. A 2023 amendment increased
the award to $1.32 million. In late 2024, an-
other $4.5 million was added, bringing the
total grant award to $5.82 million.

The additional $4.5 million came with
restrictions. State records specify that it
may be used only for cost overruns within
the project’s approved scope and not for
separate projects or additional project ele-
ments.

Dawson also was required to contribute
toward the project, but its original $1.2 mil-
lion match was itself federal money.

The city received $1.548 million in di-
rect federal pandemic-relief funding and
pledged $1.2 million of that money toward
the sewer project. When the required match
later increased to $1.32 million, records re-
viewed by The Herald did not identify the
source of the additional $120,000.

The grant also carries a deadline. Eligi-
ble costs must be incurred by Oct. 31, 2026,
and supporting documentation must be
submitted to the state by Nov. 30.

A review of the underlying contractor re-
cords provides a fuller picture of how much
Southern Champion work has been submit-
ted through the grant.

Southern Champion’s first 11 pay ap-
plications total $3,855,624.72. Ten pay-
ment-request templates released by OPB
total $3,239,619.07. Pay Application 3, for
$616,005.65, was separately submitted to
OPB under payment request PA-0023376.

Together, the two figures account for
the full $3,855,624.72 billed by Southern
Champion through Pay Application 11.
That distinction matters because the pay-
ment-request templates released by OPB
do not, by themselves, represent the com-
plete amount of Southern Champion work
submitted to the grant.

Two state loans
remain partly undrawn

Dawson’s first GEFA loan totals $2.18
million, with up to $1.09 million eligible for
principal forgiveness. The city has drawn
about $765,111 from that loan. Its original
draw period expired in June 2023 and re-
payment has not begun.

The second GEFA loan totals $2.2 mil-
lion, with up to $990,000 eligible for for-
giveness. Dawson has drawn about $1.21
million from that loan. It expires in January
2027 unless the schedule is modified, and
repayment could begin as soon as then.

Together, Dawson has received about
$1.98 million from the two loans.

If the city ultimately draws both loans
in full and receives the maximum available
forgiveness, roughly $2.3 million in princi-
pal would remain to be repaid.

The exact debt cannot yet be calculat-
ed because the city has not drawn the full
loan amounts and publicly released records
do not show the interest rates, repayment
terms or eventual annual payments.

Another $369,338 in submitted loan re-
quests remains unpaid because GEFA has
placed both loans on hold while Dawson re-

mains on the Georgia Department of Audits
and Accounts’ noncompliance list for fail-
ing to submit annual audits.

The funding sources are no longer as
clearly divided

The ARPA grant and GEFA loans finance
different portions of the same sewer project.
Until recently, available records showed a
relatively clear division: Southern Champi-
on’s wastewater treatment plant work was
being submitted through the ARPA grant,
while K-Dug’s sewer-line work was being
funded through GEFA.

Dawson described that arrangement
directly in a state filing, saying “all K-Dug
construction costs are being paid by the city
using GEFA funds” and that all payment
applications submitted at that point were
for Southern Champion.

The distinction mattered because Daw-
son was seeking to use the full $5.82 mil-
lion ARPA grant for Southern Champion’s
portion of the project. Every eligible dollar
paid with grant money is a dollar the city
does not have to borrow and repay.

An Aug. 13 city record shows that divi-
sion is changing. In the City Council work
session packet, the city manager said a
$109,886 change order for two additional
floating aerators on Southern Champion’s
contract “will be funded through GEFA.”

The underlying document identifies the
expense as Supplemental Work Allowance
Draw No. 8. Supplemental Work Allowanc-
es are not a separate contract; they are part
of a $600,000 allowance contained within
Southern Champion’s contract and billed
through the company’s regular pay applica-
tions.

That matters because Southern Cham-
pion’s first 11 pay applications account for
the ARPA submissions reviewed by The
Herald, while the city is now identifying a
Southern Champion expense for payment
through GEFA.

The records reviewed so far do not show
that the same expense was reimbursed
twice. A comparison of available GEFA req-
uisitions and ARPA payment records found
no exact matching payment amounts.

But the change means future records will
need to clearly distinguish which Southern
Champion costs are being charged to the
federal grant and which are being charged
to GEFA loans — particularly because Daw-
son previously told the state that K-Dug
construction was being paid through GEFA
while Southern Champion payment ap-
plications were being submitted through
ARPA.

How the money is reviewed

The grant and loan programs use differ-
ent payment systems.

For the ARPA grant, Dawson’s engineer,
Carter & Sloope, prepares payment requests
and certifies that the billed work has been
completed. RSM US LLP reviews those re-
quests before OPB approves payment.

The released grant requests were pro-
cessed as “Modified Payment Requests.”
Under that system, the state may send
money to Dawson before proof of payment
to the contractor is submitted. Documenta-
tion showing that the contractor was paid
follows with a later request.

GEFA uses a different process. The au-
thority told The Herald its agreement is
with Dawson, not with Dawson’s contrac-
tors.

“Our loan agreement is with the city,”
GEFA officials said. “Disbursements are
paid to the city, and the city is responsible
for paying its contractors.”

That distinction is central to what the
available records can and cannot establish.

GEFA told The Herald it conducts an-
nual reviews of debt-service coverage and
audited financial statements when those

audits are available.

The city's missing audits leave the public
without a single document showing how the
city’s project debt fits into its broader finan-
cial condition. That issue takes on added
significance as Dawson works to reconcile
its operating finances.

The sewer grant and loan money remain
restricted to the project and cannot simply
be redirected to cover payroll, utilities or
other ordinary city expenses. But millions
of dollars in restricted funds have neverthe-
less moved through the same city govern-
ment while its operating revenue has been
insufficient to meet anticipated expenses.

The project remains years behind

Dawson has filed quarterly progress re-
ports on the project since January 2023,
but for nine consecutive reporting periods,
from January 2023 through January 2025,
the city reported the project as “Not Start-
ed.”

Beginning in April 2025, Dawson re-
ported it as “Completed less than 50 per-
cent” for six consecutive quarters through
July 2026. The projected timeline has also
moved substantially.

Construction was initially expected to
begin in May 2023 but was later reported as
beginning in June 2025 — 25 months later.

The treatment plant was originally pro-
jected to begin operating in May 2024. The
latest reported date is December 2027 — 43
months later.

Those delays now intersect with several
financial deadlines.

What still cannot be verified

State records reviewed by The Herald
establish how much grant and loan funding
was approved, how much Dawson request-
ed or received and the purposes for which
the money was authorized.

What they do not provide is a complete
accounting of what happened after every
dollar reached the city.

The Herald requested Dawson’s ven-
dor-payment records as part of a broader
request for financial documentation. Those
records would show which contractors were
paid, how much they were paid and when.
The city has declined to provide them.

Publicly released GEFA logs also do not
identify the invoices or contractors sup-
porting each requisition. GEFA confirmed
that it retains the underlying invoices, pay
applications and related documentation.
The Herald initially requested those re-
cords but narrowed the request after GEFA
advised that retrieving the full set would in-
volve significant additional costs.

While the records available so far do
not establish that project money was im-
properly spent or that the same expense
was reimbursed more than once, they also
do not allow The Herald to independently
trace every dollar from the state and feder-
al funding programs to the city and then to
the contractors, or independently confirm
that all work billed to those programs was
actually completed.

For a project involving $10.2 million,
two state loans, a federal grant, years of
schedule changes and a city whose most re-
cent completed outside audit covers Fiscal
2022, that remains a significant gap in the
public record.

The project remains only slightly more
than half complete. With the ARPA spend-
ing deadline approaching and both GEFA
loans frozen, the unresolved question is no
longer only how Dawson has financed the
work already performed, but how the city
will pay to finish what remains.

TCBOE

Continued from page 1

ment with bank reconciliations, unpaid in-
voices and aging accounts-payable reports,
inter-fund transfers, budget evaluation,
grant reimbursement requests, capital asset
tracking and school activity accounts.

Harvey said the firm will assign two to
three people to work with the district. Much
of the work can be performed remotely, but
consultants can come to the district when
on-site work is necessary.

The agreement also gives the district
access to additional services as needed,
including financial process gap analysis,
development of internal controls, procure-
ment and purchasing-card policies, school
activity training and internal audits.

Those controls have been a recurring fo-
cus of the district’s effort to reorganize its
financial operations.

“This is important in order to keep the
board in a strong financial position,” Har-
vey told board members Tuesday. “We have
a strong fund balance. We have some pro-
cesses, but we need strong internal control.”

Harvey said those controls are likely to
remain an issue in the district’s audit pro-
cess.

The work follows a broader financial
cleanup already underway.

Harvey previously said district officials
discovered unresolved payables involving
benefit vendors and were notified of money

owed to the Teachers Retirement System of
Georgia. Concerns over whether some pay-
roll deductions had been properly remitted
contributed to the district seeking an outside
review of its payroll and financial practices.

Mauldin & Jenkins conducted that re-
view earlier this year, examining payroll,
deductions, employee benefits, contracts,
tax and pension remittances, and internal
controls.

Tuesday’s agreement gives Mauldin &
Jenkins a broader role in helping the district
manage those systems going forward.

One of the firm’s first priorities will be
helping the district complete a required DE
46 state financial filing, a state-required fi-
nancial report reflecting the school district’s
adopted budget due Sept. 14. Harvey de-
scribed the DE 46 to the board as the budget
information school systems are required to
submit to the Georgia Department of Edu-
cation.

The consultants also will review the dis-
trict’s existing financial policies and hand-
books to identify gaps in procedures and
internal controls.

Another area of focus will be school ac-
tivity accounts.

Harvey told the board she expects those
accounts to be noted in the district’s FY 2025
audit, although she stopped short of saying
auditors would issue a formal finding.

“We pretty much know that there’s going
to be — I won'’t say a finding — but it will be
noted in the FY '25 audit about school activ-

ity accounts,” Harvey said.

The consulting agreement carries sever-
al different costs, depending on the services
the district uses.

Harvey told the board the agreement in-
cludes a one-time $5,000 onboarding fee to
provide the consulting team secure access to
district financial systems and familiarize it
with district operations.

A closeout financial review is estimated
at $13,000 for approximately 55 hours of
support. One portion of the monthly finan-
cial support services is priced at $4,500 per
month, while controller-level services are
listed at an amount not to exceed $8,000.
Additional projects would be billed sepa-
rately if the district chooses to use them.

Because some services are optional, Har-
vey said there is not a single fixed total cost
for the agreement.

When a board member questioned how
unbudgeted consulting expenses would be
covered, Harvey said the district could reas-
sign money within the existing budget or, if
necessary, use the system's fund balance.

The agreement took effect with the
board’s approval and runs through June
30. It automatically renews for another 12
months unless terminated. Either party can
end the arrangement with 30 days’ written
notice.

Harvey said that provision gives the dis-
trict the ability to end the consulting rela-
tionship once a permanent CFO is hired and
the outside services are no longer necessary.

LADY EAGLES

Continued from page 1

said. “I thought we played as close
to perfect as you can defensively,
other than a few hiccups.”

The game turned in the sixth.

With Calvary's lineup rolling
back to the top, Walker made a
pitching change. The Lady Knights
responded with five runs on five
hits to pull away.

Calvary finished with 16 hits,
including a 5-for-5 performance
from leadoff hitter Davis. Presley
led Terrell Academy offensively,
going 2-for-3.

Walker was also encouraged by
his team's approach against three
Calvary pitchers.

“I thought our ABs were good
against three quality arms, and
we put some pressure on them to
make a few pitches and plays,” he
said. “It worked in our favor some.”

The loss is another step in
Walker's effort to have the Lady
Eagles battle-tested before region
play and a potential run toward the
GIAA state playoffs.

Terrell Academy has one final
non-region tuneup Thursday when
it hosts Brookwood before begin-
ning region competition next week.
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