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Dougherty County taxes: Who'’s not paying?

By Kathryn Crockett
kathryn@albanyherald.com

ALBANY — Nearly 1 of every 5 dol-
lars of property value in Dougherty
County pays no property tax at all.

Government buildings, hospital
campuses, churches, charities and
two of the county’s largest factory
sites sit outside the tax base. Together
they hold $497.8 million in assessed

value, about $1.24 billion at market
value, according to the 2025 state
tax digest. That equates to 17.7% of
all property on the county’s rolls.
The rest of the county pays for ev-
erything that property doesn’t. With
new assessment notices hitting hard
after Dougherty’s first full revalu-
ation since 2007, and many resi-
dents facing sharply higher values,

the question of who carries the tax
burden is no longer abstract. Here’s
how the bill is being split.

How the base breaks down

Property taxes start with what a
property is worth. In Georgia. Only
40% of that value is used to calcu-
late the tax bill. For a home worth
$100,000, that means taxes are cal-
culated on $40,000. That $40,000

is called a property’s assessed value.

Add those assessed values togeth-
er across Dougherty County, and
the 2025 total was about $2.31 bil-
lion, representing 40% of property
worth roughly $5.78 billion. That
list of property and values is called
the county’s tax digest. Tax breaks,
called exemptions, further reduce
how much of that value can be taxed,

and local tax rates determine how
much owners pay.

Before tax breaks, homes and rent-
al housing accounted for 45.6% of
the county’s assessed property val-
ue. Commercial property — includ-
ing business buildings, equipment
and inventory — accounted for 37%;

See TAXES, 2A

An insider’s (semi-fictionalized) look at

Couisi

By Carlton Fletcher
carlton.fletfcher@albanyherald.com

ALBANY -- When Graylon Brunson
picked up the Aug. 29 edition of The
Albany Herald and saw the front-
page story about “Cruisin’ Slappey,”
he was pleasantly surprised and im-
mediately transported.

“Man, cruising Slappey, that’s what
we did,” Brunson, the owner/propri-
etor/instructor of Brunson Martial
Arts at 2610 Dawson Road in Al-
bany, said. “When I saw that story I
had to reach out.”

Brunson’s connection with cruis-
ing on Slappey Boulevard on Friday
and Saturday nights in the ‘80s goes
well beyond just reminiscing. He ac-
tually wrote and published a pair of
books about the experience: 2024’s
“Meet You on Slappey” and 2025’s
“Sentimental Street.” The books are
the first two of a trilogy Brunson is
calling “The Best of Times.”

He’s currently working on Book 3
of the series, titled “Forever Young.”.

“I love to tell stories,” Brunson,
who is a certified instructor of Ishin-
Ryu, Shito-Ryu and Goju-Ryu mar-
tial arts, said. “I love to listen to other

people’s Stories. When I hear them,
I want to write them down so I can
remember them.

“T always wanted to write a screen-
play, all the way back to high school,
but I decided I’d write about a very
significant time in my life. When I
looked back at that time and my high
school friends, I thought it would
be cool to tell some of those stories.

The books are fiction, but as it says
in the introduction to ‘Meet You on
Slappey,’ they are ‘loosely inspired
by true events.”

And the stories are compelling. From
the lead character’s initial meeting
with the person who would become
his best friend (“He challenged me

See CRUISING, 2A
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After retiring from his career with Procter & Gamble in Albany, Graylon
Brunson opened Brunson Martial Arts.
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Graylon Brunson of Albany has penned a pair of fictionized reality books
about growing up in Albany and cruising Slappey Boulevard.

Albany’s Slappey Boulevard
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By Alan Mauldin

alan.mauldin@albanyherald.com

ALBANY -- Something sweet is al-
ways cooking up on Willson Road, but
before there was a kitchen, there were
the trees, acres of pecan trees spreading
their canopies in Dougherty County.

The Willson family has tended and

harvested those trees for 100 years at
the Willson Farming Co., and this year
is celebrating that centennial anniver-
sary and the four generations who have
made that longevity possible.
Throughout the 2026 season, the
company will commemorate the oc-
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Willson Farming
Co. employees

The company
employs more
than 150 people
in cooking and |
shipping.

casion with historical storytelling with

the Willson family and special recog-
nition on shipped products that honor
the company’s heritage.

The Willsons’ story could be said to
have gotten its start with little bottles
of tonic.

“Grandfather (Will) Willson, my
grandfather, he apparently did very

‘We train leaders’:

Albany’s Marl McCracken

honored for 70 years of
combined service

By Kathryn Crockett
kathryn@albanyherald.com

ALBANY — When his 12-hour shift
at Albany’s 911 center ended during the
Flood of 1994, Marl McCracken still had
another job to do. He went to the airport.

There, the Air Force veteran served as
a Civil Air Patrol incident commander,
coordinating missions requested as agen-
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Willson Farming Co. celebrates 100 years of pecans, family

well selling patent medicine,” company
President Larry Willson, who repre-

See WILLSON, 2A

Special Photo
Lt. Col. Marl McCracken, right, re-
ceives an award from the Georgia
Civil Air Patrol Wing for his 70 years
of service.

See LEADERS’, 11A
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From 1A

TAXES

utilities, 6%; and industrial
property, 5.3%.

Tax breaks reduced the
amount available to tax for
schools by $277.7 million,
leaving about $2.03 billion.
These breaks include home-
stead exemptions for peo-
ple who own and live in their
homes, reduced taxable val-
ues for qualifying farmland,
and the Freeport exemption,
which removes the full value
of qualifying business inven-
tory from taxation.

Those breaks also change how
the tax base is divided. After
exemptions, homes and rental
housing accounted for about
47.5% of the value subject to
school taxes, and commercial
property about 39%. Indus-
try’s share fell to 3%, largely
because qualifying inventory
was no longer counted. These
percentages describe taxable
property value, not the num-
ber of properties or owners.

Put simply, if some owners
get a tax break and the com-
munity’s bills stay the same,
everyone else has to make
up the difference. But some
properties get more than a
break. They pay no property
taxes at all.

Who isn’t paying

Fully exempt property pays
no property tax. Its value re-
mains on the county’s records
but is left out when calculat-
ing taxes. In 2025, Dougherty
County listed $497.8 million
in fully exempt assessed value.
That figure measures prop-
erty value, not unpaid taxes.
The chart below shows how
it breaks down:

County parcel records, which
carry market values from a
2020 appraisal, the most re-
cent available online, show
who holds the most.

The Albany-Dougherty Pay-
roll Development Authority,
about $207 million. It is the
single largest holder of ex-
empt property in the county.
County records list the author-

ity as owner of the Procter &
Gamble paper plant on Liberty
Expressway, valued at $80.8
million, and the Molson Co-
ors brewery on Cordele Road,
valued at $30 million, among
other industrial sites.
Georgia counties often use
this arrangement to recruit
industry: a development au-

on about $24 million more.

Dougherty County govern-
ment, about $135 million,
and the city of Albany, about
$93 million. Together they
hold more than 1,300 par-
cels, many of them vacant or
acquired lots.

Churches. The largest single
church holding is First Free-

governments lowered rates
to collect the same total, ev-
eryone else would pay about
80 cents for every dollar they
pay now.

That scenario has limits.
Most exempt value belongs
to governments, and taxing
public buildings would largely
move money from one public

B Government property
2,332 parcels

B Nonprofit hospitals
200 parcels

B Places of worship
1,111 parcels

B Charities
516 parcels

Schools and colleges
149 parcels
18 parcels

Cemeteries and other
23 parcels

Graphic: Kathryn Crockett / The Albany Herald

B Nonprofit homes for the elderly

DOUGHERTY COUNTY - 2025 TAX DIGEST

Property that pays no property tax
$497.8 million

in fully exempt assessed value — not taxes owed or lost revenue

Fully exempt means none of the property’s assessed value is subject to property tax.

Source: Georgia Department of Revenue, 2025 tax digest. Values are assessed value (40% of market
value). Percentages use the $497.8 million total; figures may not sum due to rounding.

The Albany Herald

$343.2 million 68.9%

$92.8 million 18.6%
$38.2 million 7.7%
$13.4 million 2.7%
$6.5 million 1.3%
$3.1 million 0.6%

$0.5 million 0.1%

thority owns the property,
leases it to the company, and
the company typically makes
negotiated payments in lieu of
taxes rather than paying full
property tax. Those payment
amounts are set in lease agree-
ments that are not published
with the tax digest.

The Hospital Authority of
Albany-Dougherty County,
about $166 million, most-
ly Phoebe Putney Memorial
Hospital’s main campus on
Third Avenue and Phoebe
North. The property is owned
by the Hospital Authority and
operated by Phoebe. Phoe-
be’s own nonprofit entities
hold another $70 million in
exempt property and pay tax
A é\‘_ TN
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will Baptist Church, valued
at about $5.3 million. About
260 other church owners hold
$67 million combined.

The federal government. The
Marine Corps Logistics Base,
the area’s largest employer ac-
cording to the city of Albany’s
financial report, is carried on
the rolls at no value. Federal
property cannot be taxed by
local governments.

What if exempt properties
paid taxes?

At 2025 county and school
tax rates, last years’ $497.8
million in exempt assessed
value would generate about
$19.9 million a year.

Put another way: If that prop-
erty were taxable and local
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initiative designed to help students
prepare for and succeed in

postsecondary education. Through
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family engagement, GEAR UP helps
students build the knowledge, skills,
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account to another. Hospitals
and churches are exempt under
Georgia law for reasons law-
makers have long defended.

Still, with residents facing
potentially higher bills, the
$497.8 million in exempt val-
ue raises fair questions: what
each property is used for, who
benefits and what justifies
keeping it off the tax rolls.
Homeowners are claim-
ing less

Homeowners have their own

partial break. The homestead
exemption shields part of the
value of a home the owner
lives in. Rentals and second
homes do not qualify.

Fewer residents are claim-
ing it. The 2025 digest listed
10,802 homesteads, down
2,206, or 17%, from 13,008 in
2015. Regular homestead ex-
emptions, the kind most own-
ers under 65 receive, fell 40%.

The Census Bureau counts
about 13,600 owner-occupied
homes in the county. That gap
suggests some owners are pay-
ing more than they need to.
The decline also may reflect
fewer homes being lived in
by their owners: Renters now
make up 58% of the county’s
households.

County parcel records show
only about 37% of residentially
zoned parcels carry a home-
stead exemption. Limited li-
ability companies and cor-
porations own 14% of them,
and 150 owners hold at least
10 residential parcels each.
The value that was never
counted

Exempt property isn’t the
only value missing from the
tax base. Taxable property
has been undercounted, too.

The state checks each coun-
ty’s assessments every year
against actual sales. By that
measure, Dougherty assess-
ments ran at about 31% of mar-
ket value in 2024, well below
the 40% Georgia law requires
and outside the 36% to 44%
range the state accepts. State
auditors estimated the coun-
ty’s true school tax base that
year at $7.29 billion, about
$2.1 billion more in market
value than the county’s own
digest reflected.

County officials have said
the state’s findings prompt-
ed the countywide revalua-
tion now underway. But the
revaluation raises another

question: Are exempt prop-
erties also worth more than
county records show? Those
records suggest some values
are outdated, meaning the to-
tal value of property kept off
the tax rolls could be signifi-
cantly higher than reported.
What comes next

Appeals of 2026 assessments
are due by Oct. 5. Higher val-
ues don’t automatically mean
higher bills. Each government
can lower its tax rate to offset
the growth, and Dougherty
County School System Super-
intendent Ken Dyer has said
the school system expects a
significant cut, which is con-
sistent with previous years.

Higher assessments will
not affect everyone equally.
Homestead protections cush-
ion some homeowners against
increases in county and city
taxes, while landlords, busi-
nesses and owners without
an exemption lack that pro-
tection. Fully exempt proper-
ties will still pay no property
tax, regardless of how much
their values rise.

Homeowners who live in
their home on Jan. 1 can ap-
ply for a homestead exemp-
tion at the Dougherty Coun-
ty Tax Assessors’ Office, 240
Pine Ave., by April 1. Exemp-
tion status for any parcel can
be checked at gpublic.schnei-
dercorp.com.

The Albany Herald will con-
tinue examining Dougherty
County’s reassessment and
tax-exempt property: who
owns it, why it qualifies and
how it serves the public. The
newspaper’s aim is to help
residents understand local
government, ask informed
questions and take part in
decisions that affect them.

Have another question you'd
like explained in local terms?
Send it to kathryn@albany-
herald.com.

From 1A

WILLSON

sents the third generation of
the family involved in the Al-
bany business, said. “He want-
ed to invest in land. This was
not the only land he bought.”

The office and kitchen facility
off Honeysuckle Road sits in
Pecan City, which once boasted
its own post office. The unin-
corporated community sprang
up in an area where an early
20th century enterprise sell-
ing 10-acre lots with 100 trees
each marketed to northerners
as mini-farms.

“Grandfather Willson’s story
goes he came down after the
harvest in the winter of ‘28,”
Larry Willson said. “They were
having a big celebration with
sharecroppers. He went back
to Atlanta.”

Will Willson died shortly af-
ter the purchase of more than
1,500 acres of trees. His wife,
Suzanne, moved the family
that included three children,
to the farm.

It was his Larry Willson’s fa-
ther, William Harry Willson Jr.,
who began to unlock the po-
tential of the business. He had
moved to Atlanta, but the call
of the trees brought him back
to Albany in 1951.

“My dad didn’t want to stay
in an office in Atlanta,” Will-
son said. “My father told my
grandmother he was tired of

Atlanta. He said he would come
down to Albany if she would
let him.”

His father, who also went by
Will, brought in a consultant
to provide a strategic vision,
and that was when the farm
“really started to run as a busi-
ness,” he said.

Earlier, in 1948, Will’s wife,
Jane Willson had provided pe-
cans used to benefit a scholar-
ship fund at Wellesley College.
Based on customers’ response
to the pecans, the company that
year added Sunnyland Farms
as a mail-order business that
still mails out a catalog each
year to its loyal customers.

About a quarter of the crop
goes to mail-order customers,
with the remaining crop sold
wholesale for commercial use.

Each pecan goes through a
conveyor system that includes
multiple pairs of eyes on the
product, with employees re-
moving pecans with blemish-
es and spots or are otherwise
unsuitable for the company’s
quality standards.

The 2026 catalog contains
everything from mammoth
pecan halves to mixed nuts. In
the kitchen, employees make
handmade confectionaries, in-
cluding old-fashioned candies
like peanut logs as well as pies,
cakes and more.

Larry Willson recalls a recipe
of sugar and spice and orange
frosting as his mother’s first
creation for sale.

Despite the digital age and

online commerce, the mailed
catalogs are still a mainstay,
and about 4 million are sent
out each year.

“I think they’ve discovered a
lot of people still want a cata-
log,” Willson said. “We listen to
our customers and accommo-
date them as much as we can.”

In those early years, the pe-
can roasting and cooking took
place in the Willson family’s
kitchen.

Today there are about eight
full-time employees on the
farming side, which grows to
15 to 20 during the fall har-
vest season.

During the run-up to the
busy holiday some 150 to 180
workers are employed in bak-
ing and shipping.

Alex Willson and his wife
Staci are the fourth generation
to return to Albany to maintain
the family business.

“We're just happy to be part
of the community and provide
some employment and eco-
nomic benefit to the commu-
nity,” Willson said. “We want
to give back to the community
as much as we can.

“I guess it’s by luck that we
came down here because my
grandfather bought the farm
and we're lucky to be here. This
centennial celebration is about
much more than our family’s
history. It is a tribute to the
generations of employees, cus-
tomers, partners and commu-
nity members who have been
part of this journey.”

From 1A

CRUISING

to a fight on the first day we
met for no reason at all,”) to
the tales of racing, chasing girls
and listening to the latest mu-
sic while cruising streets that
were a large part of the lives
of Albany teenagers, Brunson
has a way of subtly transporting
the reader — especially those
who shared the experience —
back to days that were relived
over and over by generations
of southwest Georgia teens.
Brunson was a fan of martial
arts entertainment (the “Ka-
rate Kid” movies and TV series
“Kung Fu” and the cartoon
“Hong Kong Phooey”) grow-
ing up, and after he was the

recipient of a bully’s attention
in middle school, he decided
to study martial arts. When
he’d worked long enough to
retire from the Albany Proct-
er & Gamble plant (“They got
my youth; I got the opportu-
nity to do what I wanted to do
afterward.”), Brunson became
a full-time instructor.

When he walked away from
the day-to-day P&G grind, he
delved deeply into his first
love by opening his martial
arts studio.

In telling the semifictitious
story of growing up in Albany,
Brunson’s characters — as did
Brunson the teenager — formed
a band and played the favor-
ite music blasting out of car
speakers of cruisers. Brunson
is reliving that part of his teen

years with the ‘80s — of course!
— party band The Cassettes.

And he has added the title
“published author” to his multi-
hyphenate resume.

“Meet You on Slappey” ends
with the main character/Brunson
and his friends experiencing
their high school-ending se-
nior trip, and “Sentimental
Street” picks back up where
its predecessor ended.

“The third book is going to
take (main characters) Gary
and Tony back to the summer
of ‘81, when they were 12 years
old,” Brunson said. “There will
also be the story of my martial
arts journey. Trust me, there’s
plenty of material.”

Brunson has “a few copies” of
his first two books on hand, and
each is available on Amazon.
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Horos

ARIES (March 21-April
19): Stars are climbing nicely
for the next week and moves
made during this time will
have better odds of better
outcomes. Pay close attention
to relationship insights. Some
pragmatism could be appro-
priate at home.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20): Even the most basic
tasks can become easier and
more effective if you're open
to learning new techniques
and methods. Slipstream
your workflows over the next
few days. There could be a
new feeling for money.

GEMINI (May 21-June
20): Finding ways to bring
creative joys into your daily
process could make life
sweeter — new ideas could
beckon. Old habits or mind-
sets could surface around
money — if they’re not help-
ful, release them.

CANCER (June 21-July
22): After an emotional day
or so, today you could appear
to be all business. Your home
space could get an important
reset in the next week, don’t
be afraid to embrace some-
thing new and better.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22):
Logic could be building, the
same with wisdom. Your
insights could be especially
powerful in the next few days.
Note them down and share
them with others. Behind the
scenes reactions could settle
quickly.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22): Dial in your knowledge
about money, both transac-
tional and energetic. And, be
open to deeper understand-
ing. The next few days could
be pivotal in your relation-
ship with abundance.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
22): Your thoughts about
your relationship with the
world, including career, could
shift from more emotional to
more practical quickly. Stay
focused on your personal pre-
sentation and progress now.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov.
21): You might get a better
reception teaching reality
hacks instead of making emo-
tional arguments. The next

‘E ‘ . @\
four days could bring an

understanding that could be
life changing. Pay attention.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21): Get your mind
clear and your emotions qui-
eted before you try to discuss
any kind of money situation
— it’s about more than recog-
nition right now. A friend
could offer advice that’s on
point.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19): If you're coming
from two different places it
can be hard to get on the
same page. Give it a few hours
at least. Career insights could
be monumental for the next
few days. Don’t get distracted.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18): Lean into what you
know works for getting things
done, that’s the likely road to
better progress now. It’s
important to keep knowledge
circulating, share what you
know and what you learn.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20): While you may have a
broader  understanding,
pesky details and uncoopera-
tive people could keep the
situation chained to the
ground for a while longer.
Combine creativity with prag-
matism.

IF TODAY IS YOUR
BIRTHDAY: October could
be a big month for you, begin-
ning the process of turning
2026 around into a much
better year. An insight or a
series of them could reset
your mind and give you new
strength. Be sure something
has both merit and transpar-
ency before you bring your
belief. A nice increase in cash
flow along with enhanced
grace could land near month-
end. In November, avoid a
temptation toward foolish-
ness that could have conse-
quences. Later in the month,
a small, happy surprise could
be followed by a much bigger
set of bonuses, including
more money, and more of
other needed resources such
as ideas, time and energy,
too. Then, December could
bring needed healing, fol-
lowed by the ability to dem-
onstrate your true talents and
be seen and recognized.

TODAY IN

2& IO

1789 - George Washington
proclaims the 1st National
Thanksgiving Day on
November 26

1849 - American author
Edgar Allan Poe is found
delirious in a gutter in Balti-
more and was the last time
he was seen in public before
his death

1863 - U.S. President
Abraham Lincoln designates
the last Thursday in Novem-
ber as Thanksgiving Day

1872 - Bloomingdale’s

department store opens in
New York City

1932 - Iraq gains indepen-
dence from the United King-
dom and joins the League of
Nations

1952 - Britain successfully
tests a nuclear weapon to
become the world’s third
nuclear power

1995 - 0O.J. Simpson is
found not guilty of the mur-
ders of Nicole Brown Simp-
son and Ronald Goldman in
Los Angeles, CA

2008 - U.S. President
George W. Bush signs the
Emergency Economic Stabi-
lization Act of 2008

CALENDAR OF OBSERVANCES

* Bed & Breakfast Inn
Mascot Day

e Butterfly and
Hummingbird Day

e Cephalopod Awareness
Day

* Digital Scrapbooking Day

e Frugal Fun Day

* Germany Unity Day

e Global Smoothie Day

e Look at the Leaves Day!
¢ Mean Girls Appreciation
Day

Virus Appreciation Day
Woofstock

World Card Making Day
World Temperance Day

(The Albany Herald (U.S.P.S. 012-320), 306 W. Broad Ave.,
Albany, Ga 31701, published daily by GTLN, is the legal or-
gan of Dougherty and Calhoun Counties. Periodicals class
postage paid at Albany, Ga. Postmaster: Send address
changes to The Albany Herald, 306 W. Broad Ave., Albany,
\Go 31701. Business Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.)
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

" never guess. It is a capital mistake fo
theorize before one has data. Insensibly one
begins fo twist facts fo suit theories, instead of
theories fo suit facts.”

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, writer (1859-1930)

CORRECTION

This newspaper is committed to publish-
ing fair and accurate information. Errors
should be brought to the attention of
Editor Carlton Fletcher at (229) 888-9300.
Corrections or clarifications will appear
in this space.
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Daily Bridge Club

Simple Saturday

By Frank Stewart
Tribune Content Agency

Simple Saturday columns fo-
cus on improving basic technique
and logical thinking.

“We have reason to believe the
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victim was stabbed,”
a police report stated
perceptively. “A sharp
object was protruding
from his chest.”

Inferences from the bidding
and play are available on most
every deal, and defenders must
act on them. In today’s deal,
North-South played at four spades
after North opened ANT in third
position. West led the ten of dia-
monds: jack, queen, ace.

10 TRICKS

Declarer next led the king of
trumps, and West took his ace
and continued with the nine of
diamonds. South won in dummy,
drew trumps and ran the hearts
for 10 tricks.

West missed an easy infer-
ence. South had not opened
the bidding but had the ace of

Frank Stewart

diamonds, clearly the K-J
of spades and maybe the
3 queen of hearts. He was
' most unlikely to have the
ace of clubs. If West shifts
to the king and six of clubs,
he can ruff the third club
for down one.
North-South would have
done better to play at 3NT.
DAILY QUESTION
Youhold:SA72H1043D
109862 CHK 6. The dealer, at
your left, opens one spade. Your
partner doubles, you respond
two diamonds and he then bids
two hearts. What do you say?
ANSWER: Since partner doubled
before bidding a suit, he prom-
ises substantial extra strength.
You have seven points when you
might have had none, three-card
heart support and a possible ruff-
ing feature in clubs. If you trust
your partner, bid four hearts.
South dealer
N-S vulnerable

Advice Columnist

Ailing person shamed
for being too skinny

By Eric Thomas
Tribune Content Agency

Dear Eric: I struggle with
a post-surgical medical con-
dition that has required me
to be on IV nutrition daily
and I have lost a considerable
amount of weight. I do enjoy
food, but I cannot eat much.

I'was happy to attend a cook-
out and meet folks in my com-
munity, but I was overwhelmed
by strangers telling me that I
needed to eat.

I brought a dish and I loved
tasting a bit of everything that
was offered, and I welcomed
the opportunity to meet my
neighbors. I'm grateful I'm
feeling well enough to socialize.

Several women who I had
never met cornered me and
said that I was too skinny and
I needed to eat more.

I said I was enjoying the
food and the company, but
they wouldn’t let it go. Two of
them filled a plate, placed it
in front of me and told me to
eat. I said, “No thank you. I've
enjoyed what I have eaten.”

They kept pushing me, saying
I was too skinny and I looked
like a gangly young boy (I'm
a 54-year-old woman), but
I knew if I pushed myself to
eat, I would be sick.

I continued to say, “No thank
you,”

but they kept going on about
how bad my body looked so
I left before I started to cry.

Should I have told them
about my medical history? I
feel as though politely declining
extra food should have been
sufficient and I don’t feel as
though I need to disclose my
condition to defend myself.

I would love to be more ac-
tive in my community as I get
stronger, but I don’t have the
constitution to handle body
shaming.

I don’t need to be told that

I am underweight. I am well
aware of it and I struggle ev-
ery day.

— Skinny and Hungry

Dear Skinny and Hun-
gry: Those women may have
thought they had good inten-
tions, but they were bullying
you and you didn’t owe them
anything more than the re-
sponse you gave. Even if you
didn’t have a medical condi-
tion, they don’t have any right
to goad you into eating more.
One plate at a cookout is not
going to meaningfully impact
your weight. And it’s outra-
geous that strangers think they
can offer unsolicited advice on
another person’s body.

Don’t let their shocking lack
of boundaries keep you away
from social gatherings. Hope-
fully the other people in your
community have better man-
ners. If these strangers ap-
proach you again, you can
be firm and clear, “your com-
ments about my body aren’t
welcome and I won'’t tolerate
any more.”

Dear Eric: I really like
entertaining. I'm obsessed
with Ina Garten. I tell oth-
er people she’s my celebrity
mom. People always seem to
have a good time when they
come over to my house. But
the problem is my “Jeffrey.”
Ina’s Jeffrey is her husband,
who is really supportive and
basically loves everything his
wife does. My Jeffrey is an
introvert who doesn’t under-
stand why I spend so much
on flowers that are just going
to die or linen napkins when
“paper is just fine.”

I don’t think my husband
likes my parties. He always
looks miserable when I say I'm
inviting another couple over.
This is a major part of who I

Eric Thomas
am, and it always has been.
But he’s never really gotten
into it. I don’t know what to
do to make my Jeffrey more
like Ina’s Jeffrey. Help?
— Kinda Garten

Dear Kinda: Who doesn’t
love Ina? She’s incredibly in-
telligent, creative, funny, and
seemingly a blast to be around.
She’s one-of-kind. That last
part is crucial. There’s no other
Ina. And there’s no other Jef-
frey. So, it’s time to embrace
the fact that you're your own
person, with your own rela-
tionship, and your husband
is not Jeffrey.

One of Ina Garten’s most
famous memes finds her sug-
gesting a specific bespoke in-
gredient or meal component
and then adding, “or if you
don’t have that, store-bought
is fine.” There’s a lesson here.
I'm not saying that your hus-
band is “store-bought.” I'm
saying that it’s important to
accept what we have and en-
joy it.

Part of that acceptance may
involve recognizing that your
husband may not be the right
audience for all your gatherings.
If you have a desire to have
a big, extrovert-filled event,
perhaps that’s an opportunity
for you two to make separate
plans. To wit, Jeffrey doesn’t
co-host Ina’s shows with her.
Jeffrey (a noted economist)
does whatever Jeffrey does
with his days. It doesn’t have
to be an event for both of you.

Concomitantly, you may
want to think about how you
might tailor an event to his
style of engaging, so that you
get to host like you like to and
he, and any other introverts
in your life, can find a com-
fortable entry point.

Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA
19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.

SQUAWKBOX

squawkbox@albanyherald.com

If I had a nickel for every
time I saw a car driving with-
out a license plate, a toddler
in the front seat of a moving
vehicle, a dangerously illegal
window tint or lift, or some
loser’s customized green and
purple Charger in a handi-
capped space at the grocery
store in Albany, I would have
thousands of dollars. Bravo,
APD. You are really setting
new lows these days.

Where is the Herald find-
ing these editorial writers?
Mad Magazine?

I try not to laugh, to feel
sorry for the poor, muddled
people who buy into the ul-
timate lie of Trump, that we
have the “strongest economy
ever.” Dude, have you been
shopping lately? Bought
gas? Our economy is crum-
bling.

Walking my dog this
morning on Quail Hollow. A
Dougherty facilities pickup
slowly rolls past with emer-
gency lights flashing. T get
down a couple of houses and
two dogs run out to visit my
dog. A lady says the own-
ers are coming after them, I
look around and the county
pickup is stopped and a guy
gets out and says they are
his dogs. Only in Dougherty
County would you find an
employee, on county time,
in a county vehicle, his sala-
ry and the truck and gasoline
paid for by the taxpayers,
running personal errands. It
is the management and em-
ployees, stupid.

With all those wonderful
stories about the local school
system, we should be turn-
ing out wave after wave of
Mensa members. If you've
talked to DCSS students, you
know that’s not happening.

Al companies self-regulat-
ing themselves? This Hyden
guy is a nut.

Honestly, is it really that
difficult to regularly pa-
trol Dawson, Slappey and
Westover? Maybe the By-
pass every once in a while?
Perhaps a drive-through at
the mall occasionally? The
police chief is retiring next
year, but a patrol car is rarely
seen anywhere anymore. Yet
we keep paying higher and
higher taxes for public safe-
ty. Something just doesn’t
add up.

They skipped over it in
their quest to keep taxpay-
ers from learning what was
really going on, but the gist
of the Lee County Commis-
sion meeting last week is
that you taxpayers are going
to be paying $30 million for
a hospital you will not own.

Wales has officially passed
legislation to hold politicians
accountable for lying to the
public. I believe it is time we
enacted a similar law,

We don’t mind paying a
little more for gas, just as
long as our beloved presi-
dent maintains control of
the situation. We trust him.

If Harris had won in 2024
we would have continued
with open borders, building
windmills and closing refin-
eries. Instead of the strong-
est economy ever, we would
be on the verge of collapse.

DELIVERY QUESTIONS: If your pc-
per hasn’t been delivered call our
Circulation Department at 229-
888-9300. Hours are 8:30 am-5 pm
weekdays, closed on holidays. A
customer service representative
will assist you. (All papers are by
mail only and delivered by U.S.
Postal Service.)

POSTAL SERVICE COMPLAINTS:
If you are dissatisfied with delivery,
ask your postmaster for a Con-
sumer Service Card and record
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Albany Area Primary Health Care chief quality officer recelves award

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

ALBANY - Joycelyn Yanis, the chief qual-
ity officer at Albany Area Primary Health
Care, was presented the Georgia Primary
Care Association’s 2026 Elsie Peavy Brown
Community Service Award during the 2026
P.E.A.C.H. awards luncheon recently at the
Jekyll Island Convention Center.

The Elsie Peavy Brown Community Ser-
vice Award recognizes an individual who has
demonstrated an outstanding commitment
to community service and has gone above
and beyond to improve the lives of others.
The award honors the spirit of service exem-
plified by Elsie Peavy Brown and recognizes
individuals whose dedication, compassion,
and involvement have made a lasting differ-

“It’s an honor to receive this award and
to be recognized by my colleagues,” Yanis
said. “Community connections, compas-
sionate care and continuous improvement
are the cornerstones of all the work we
do at AAPHC. I've been fortunate to work
alongside AAPHC colleagues and commu-
nity partners who share the same passion
for providing access to quality health care
and health education resources.

“Together, we are building stronger, health-
ier communities.”

For more than 21 years, Yanis has demon-
strated an unwavering commitment to im-
proving health care access, quality, safety,
and outcomes for the communities served
by AAPHC. As chief quality officer, she has
been instrumental in building a culture of
continuous improvement across AAPHC’s

Her leadership has strengthened patient
care, accreditation and quality improvement
efforts, emergency preparedness, patient
safety, infection prevention, risk manage-
ment, and organizational readiness.

Yanis’ impact extends beyond the health
center walls through her support of com-
munity outreach, preventive care, health
education, and programs designed to im-
prove awareness of and access to services
throughout southwest Georgia.

As a servant leader, Yanis brings people
together around a shared mission of improv-
ing health outcomes and inspires others to
pursue excellence in serving patients and
their communities.

Her dedication, leadership, and commit-
ment have made a lasting impact on AAPHC

ence in their communities.

multisite health center system.

and the communities it serves.

Joycelyn Yanis

Phoebe welcomes pair of trauma surgeons

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

ALBANY -- Phoebe Putney Memo-
rial Hospital, home to the region’s only
Level II Trauma Center, continues to
expand its expert trauma team. Phoe-
be recently welcomed two experienced
and highly accomplished physicians:
trauma surgeon Dr. Nehal Ninad and
orthopaedic trauma surgeon Dr. Ca-
rissa Kirk.

Together, they enhance Phoebe’s
commitment to providing exceptional
care for critically injured patients across
southwest Georgia, hospital officials
said in a news release.

Ninad brings extensive experience
in trauma surgery, general surgery,
and surgical critical care. He earned a
medical degree from Indiana Univer-
sity School of Medicine and completed
his general surgery residency at Atrium
Health Navicent/Mercer University
School of Medicine in Macon, and then
a Surgical Critical Care Fellowship at
Wayne State University/Detroit Medi-
cal Center in Michigan.

Ninad has authored numerous peer-
reviewed publications and presented at
national and regional surgical meet-
ings. In May 2025, he served as a lec-
turer and cadaver lab instructor at a
damage control surgery symposium
for Ukrainian frontline providers in
Lviv, Ukraine. His honors include a
first runner-up finish in the Georgia
Chapter of the American College of
Surgeons resident paper competition.

Kirk is a board-certified orthopae-
dic surgeon with fellowship training
in orthopaedic trauma. She earned a

Dr. Nehal Ninad

Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine de-
gree and Master of Business Admin-
istration from the New York Institute
of Technology. Kirk completed her or-
thopedic surgery residency through the
Northshore Long Island Jewish Health
System and a trauma fellowship at the
Georgia Orthopedic Trauma Institute at
the Medical Center of Central Georgia.
Kirk has served as clinical faculty at the
University of Texas Rio Grande Valley
and has provided acute orthopaedic and
trauma coverage at hospitals in Texas,
Wisconsin, Minnesota and California.
She is a member of the American Os-
teopathic Association, the American
Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons,
the American Osteopathic Academy of
Orthopedics, and AO North America.
“When someone in our communi-
ty suffers a serious injury, every min-

Dr. Carissa Kirk

ute matters,” Dr. Leon Dent, Phoebe’s
medical director for Trauma Services,
said. “Adding additional surgeons of
this caliber helps us ensure our patients
get the expert trauma care they need
right away.

“Dr. Kirk and Dr. Ninad bring excep-
tional skills and dedication to Phoebe’s
trauma team. We are delighted to have
them and are confident our patients will
benefit greatly from their expertise.”

The Phoebe Emergency & Trauma
Center cares for more than 1,000 trau-
ma patients each year. Ninad and Kirk
join the trauma team that — in addition
to Dent — includes general trauma sur-
geons Dr. Colville Ferdinand, Dr. Da-
vid Kashmer, Dr. Pat McGann and Dr.
Tonny Orach; and orthopaedic trauma
surgeons Drs. Ginger Bryant and Ed-
die Powell.

Dougherty 4-H offers sweet potatoes for fall fundraisers

Staff Reports

news@albanyherald.com

ALBANY -- The Dougherty
County 4-H program is cur-
rently selling sweet potatoes
from Bland Farms as its fall
fundraiser. The sweet pota-
toes will be available for pick-
up during the second or third
week of November (just in
time for Thanksgiving) at the
Dougherty County Extension
Office, 125 Pine Ave., Suite
100, in Albany.

Program officials will accept
pre-orders through Oct. 23
, with the following options:

$15 for 10-pound bag or $40
for 40-pound box.

Every purchase directly helps
Dougherty County 4-H pro-
vide meaningful programming
and opportunities for students
ages 8-18. Funds raised help
us provide camp scholarships,
transportation, educational
programming, conferences,
and other experiences that
can have a lasting impact on
our 4-Hers.

The 4-H program will accept
cash, checks or credit cards.
Call (229) 436- 7216 for ad-
ditional information.

Special Logo

The annual Exchange Club
27-Nowv. 1.

Staff Reports

news@albanyherald.com

ALBANY — With a tinge
of fall in the air, the fancy of
many southwest Georgians
turns, as it always does, to
the Exchange Club Fair.

Always one of the high-
lights of the year for area
fun-seekers, the 2026 edi-
tion of the fair is set for oct.
27-Nov. 1 at the 810 South
Westover Blvd. Exchange
Club Fairgrounds.

With famous midway rides
provided by James E. Strates
Shows and the famous “fair
food” prepared by local and
area vendors, this year’s edi-
tion of the fair offers a little
bit for everybody.

Along with the usual tradi-
tional features will be a dog
show, a comedy/magician
act, balloon rides, a petting
700, a pizza-eating contest,

File Photo
Fairis coming to Albany Oct.

Fall stirs up excitement
of Exchange Club Fair

live bands and wrestling on
Sunday.

Activities will get started
Tuesday-Friday (Oct. 27-
30) at 5 p.m., while Satur-
day (Oct. 31) fun starts at 11
a.m. and Sunday (Nov. 1) at
1 p.m. Children 2-and-un-
der, those less than 48 inch-
es tall, veterans and active
military may enter each day
at no charge, while seniors
55 and older will be allowed
entry for $5, children 3-10
$10 and adults $15.

Parking is free.

Homerun Foods is offer-
ing a special 99-cent “Splash
and Dash” promotion that
gives patrons an opportunity
to win a fair mega-pass or a
valuable prize pack with the
purchase of a 99-cent drink.
Chances to win free tickets
to the fair will be available
at AlbanyGAFair.com.

Colquitt Regional welcomes 12 new physicians to medical staff

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

MOULTRIE - Colquitt
Regional Health System has
announced the addition of
12 new physicians who have
joined its medical staff over
the past year, further
expanding access to special-
ty and hospital-based care
for patients throughout
south Georgia and north
Florida.

A special celebration
recently was held to wel-
come these physicians and
recognize the valuable
expertise they bring to
Colquitt Regional and the
communities it serves.

“We are excited to wel-
come this outstanding group
of physicians to Colquitt
Regional and our commu-
nity,” hospital President and
CEO Jim Matney said. “Each
physician brings unique
expertise and a strong dedi-
cation to patient care. These
additions to our medical
staff strengthen our ability

to provide comprehensive,
high-quality care for our
patients, community and
region.”

Colquitt Regional has wel-
comed several new hospital-
ists to its medical staff,
including Drs. Michael
Saiyasombat, Catherine
Cravey, Shelby Flowers and
Tre’Cherie Crumbs. Hospi-
talists play an important
role in providing care to
patients throughout their
hospital stay, working close-
ly with other members of the
care team to ensure continu-
ity and coordination of care.

The health system has also
expanded its emergency
medicine team with the
addition of Drs. Israel Woot-
ton and Garrett Cook. As
part of the Emergency
Department team, Wootton
and Cook provide care for
patients experiencing ill-
nesses and injuries requir-
ing immediate medical
attention.

In anesthesiology and crit-

ical care, Colquitt Regional
welcomed Dr. Marcus Wal-
ton. His expertise supports
patients requiring anesthe-
sia services as well as those
needing critical care during
their hospital stay.

The health system also
welcomed Dr. Makena
Shields to Sterling Center
Women’s Health, where she
provides obstetric and gyne-
cologic care for women at
every stage of life. Shields
joins Colquitt Regional’s
growing team of women’s
health providers.

Sterling Group Psychiatry
welcomed Dr. Anthony Cim-
mino, who will continue the
health system’s efforts in
expanding access to behav-
ioral health services for
patients in the community.

Colquitt Regional also
expanded its services in pain
management and physical
medicine and rehabilitation
with the addition of Dr.
Royce Copeland at Sterling
Group Pain Management.
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Colquitt Regional Health System has welcomed 12 new physicians to its medical staff, in-
cluding, top row, from left, Drs. Anthony Cimmino, Garrett Cook, Royce Copeland, Cath-
erine Cravey, Tre’Cherie Crumbs and Christian Edwards. Also, bottom row, from left, Drs.
Shelby Flowers, Michael Saiyasombat, Makena Shields, Stefan Sicinschi, Marcus Walton and

Israel Wootton.

He will be helpmg patients
manage pain, improve
mobility and restore physi-
cal function through non-
surgical approaches.

In family medicine, Dr.
Christian Edwards recently
opened Sterling Group Adult
& Pediatric Medicine, pro-
viding comprehensive care
for patients from newborns
and children through adult-

hood and older age. The
practice offers preventive
and chronic care alongside a
variety of in-office services
for patients and families.
The health system also
welcomed Dr. Stefan Sicin-
schi to its cardiology team.
Sicinschi provides cardio-
vascular care to patients at
Colquitt Regional through
the hospital’s partnership

with Cardiovascular Consul-
tants of South Georgia LLC,
further strengthening the
hospital’s ability to care for
patients with heart and vas-
cular conditions.

The addition of these phy-
sicians reflects Colquitt
Regional’s continued
investment in expanding
access to medical and spe-
cialty care.
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Principles of individual lib-
erty, personal responsibility,
respect for God, and limited,
constitutional government
are not merely convenient
political concepts, but essen-
tials that are fundamental to
our liberty, prosperity and
security.

We have the absolute most
pi-—-poor group of elected
officials in the history of this
community. It will burn to
the ground while these
clowns fiddle (around with
our money).

My commissioner is
focused on “the basics and
committed to results.” Is that
why our property values
jumped up?

I remember reading in The
Albany Herald several years
ago about how our rate of
non-taxed property was
highest in the state of Geor-
gia. I'd be willing to bet it’s
even greater now. How about
looking into that?

Legitimate voters don’t for-
get: If your preacher starts
telling you who to vote for
from the pulpit, he or she is
breaking the law. People who
do this do not deserve the
tax-exempt status they enjoy.

That Missouro senator try-
ing to “get” Jack Smith with
incorrect information (i.e.
lies) certainly made a fool out
of himself.

Mercy to the guilty is cru-
elty to the innocent. Stop the
liberal catch-and-release of
criminals.

OK, so a murderer is inject-
ed with supposed life-ending
drugs, and she lives. Does
that change the fact that she
is a murderer?

Faith based scams are as
old as time. Worship as you
wish. But when your pastor
starts demanding a donation,
gets involved in your financ-
es, or becomes your landlord,
then you are 100% the victim
of a scam. Reach out to the
police immediately. It is so
terribly sad to realize that
many in Albany are falling
for this in 2026.

Dylan Lee ... a name that
will live in infamy among
Atlanta Braves fans.

Have you ever dined in a
Mexican restaurant? Did
you pay attention to the serv-
ers and watch them buzzing
around happily and paying
attention to their customers?
Then you go to a national
chain where mostly Ameri-
can servers are present, and
you are seated by the hostess.
Four or five minutes later
you will see your server. Per-
haps they will speak and take
your order and then disap-
pear back to the corner and
start typing on their iphone.
The “American” workforce is
horrible.

The single biggest change
I've made in my life in the
last 10 years is simply this: I
no longer put up with crap
from people who couldn’t
care less about me. Wish I'd
stopped years earlier. That
Man Without a Family.

For decades, foreign policy
experts have studied the non-
aligned movement — a bloc of
nations that refused to tether
itself strictly to the West or the
East, to Washington, Beijing, or
Moscow.

Instead, these sovereign nations
engage with global powers based
on a simple, pragmatic test: Does
this arrangement serve our
nation’s economic, social, and
security interests?

Is it now time for American
states — starting right here in
Georgia — to consider adopting
that mindset? Georgia serves as a
clear example of this dynamic in
action. Often labeled a “red” state,
Georgia voters simultaneously
elected two Democratic U.S. Sen-
ators in recent statewide races.

Look across the country, and
you'll see similar independence:
Deep “blue” states like

California, New York, New Jer-
sey, Massachusetts and Maryland
have all elected Republican gov-
ernors when those candidates
presented compelling platforms.

GUEST COLUMNIST B CHARLES OCHIE

Why American states may consider going non-alighed

Right here at home, Dougherty
County and several neighboring
municipalities rely on nonparti-
san local elections. Far

leaders use their collective ballots
as leverage. Under this approach,
an electorate might support a

Republican platform

from being a free-for-
all, nonpartisan sys-
tems strip away party
labels, so voters focus
directly on local needs,
practical qualifica-
tions, and concrete

this cycle if its infra-
structure, tax, and eco-
nomic growth policies
offer the strongest path
forward. In the next
election, if Democrats
present a superior

solutions. package for public edu-

Despite these real- cation, healthcare, and
world examples, OCHIE workforce  develop-
national  political ment, voters comfort-
media continues to force entire ably pivot.

states into rigid ideological boxes:
Red or blue, conservative or lib-
eral. This strict partisan loyalty
turns state politics into a game of
team identity rather than practi-
cal utility.

National party managers
assume “safe” states are locked
down while treating “swing”
states as temporary ideological
battlegrounds. Declaring a state
politically non-aligned flips this
power dynamic entirely. In a non-
aligned state, voters and local

When voters evaluate candi-
dates on individual proposals
rather than national party plat-
forms, campaigning fundamen-
tally changes. Candidates can no
longer hide behind partisan
cheerleading or rely on tribal
instinct. Furthermore, non-align-
ment incentivizes candidate hon-
esty.

In traditional partisan systems,
candidates frequently repeat
grandiose, unrealistic promises
scripted by national party leaders

albanyherald.com

— promises they have little inten-
tion or ability to fulfill. When vot-
ers judge candidates strictly on
specific, deliverable outcomes,
politicians are forced to make
commitments they can actually
keep.

Adopting a non-aligned mind-
set does not mean abandoning
personal principles or political
values. It means recognizing that
no single political party holds a
monopoly on good governance.
By refusing to let national labels
define our state and local choices,
we can maximize our economic
leverage, demand candidate hon-
esty, and ensure our elected lead-
ers work for the people of Geor-
gia, not national party headquar-
ters.

Charles Ochie Sr. is a professor
of Criminal Justice and dean of
the Graduate School at Albany
State University. Ochie has been
actively involved in community
service and an ardent observer
of the political landscape in
Georgia and the nation.

I'm at the age where people ask
me what I will do after I retire.
When I tell them I have no idea,
they say, “Well, you'll have more
time to fix things around the
house.” That’'s when my wife
begins laughing uncontrollably.

I've been called many things,
but “handyman” is not one of
them.

When I was growing up, a
handyman existed only to help
little old ladies who didn’t have a
man around the house. Any home
with a “real man” had no reason
to employ someone to fix the
plumbing, the roof, or the elec-
tricity. I forfeited my real man
card long ago.

My dad could repair anything.
When he got bored, he would
take something apart so he could
put it back together. Cars, televi-
sions, clocks, you name it. While
he was off fixing something, I was
at the store, operating the cash
register. To this day, I can give
you the correct change without
using a calculator. Oddly, there
isn’t much demand for that today.

On the bright side, I believe
that my lack of fix-it skills is why
I still have all of my limbs and

COLUMNIST B DAVID CARROLL

Just call me Mr. Can’t Fix-li

fingers. In my youth, I would
occasionally climb up on a roof,
or attempt to chop down a tree,
or try to replace an

“It’s the law,” they say. I reply,
“I've lived here for 37 years, and
the sheriff has never charged me
with flushing fraud.”

electrical outlet. No
more. If the repair can’t
be done by watching a
two-minute YouTube
video, I'm calling Mr.
Handyman.

The fact that my
1970s-era house still
stands is a tribute to
my legion of fix-it guys.
In the midst of a storm in 2010, a
tree fell on a portion of our roof.
I immediately called my friend
Gilbert, who heroically climbed
up and attached a massive tarp to
prevent further damage. Left to
my own devices, that hole on the
roof would now be old enough to
get a driver’s license.

I have frequently asked plumb-
ers to make my toilets flush like
the ones I use at some public
places. Those toilets send the bad
stuff away with the force of an
EF-1 porcelain tornado. Mean-
while, at home, I'm still a low-
flow double-flusher. The plumb-
ers tell me there’s nothing they
can do.

CARROLL

The plumber then
hands me an invoice
and goes off to some
fast-food restaurant
where the toilet flush
could propel a jet
engine into the next
dimension.

As soon as I vow to
never call the plumber
again, I'm plagued by water leaks
and clogged pipes. For a brief
moment, I consider doing the
work myself. But then I think
back to that classic comedy where
the Three Stooges are mistaken
for plumbers at a fancy mansion.
Curly gets trapped in a network
of pipes, and when the rich folks
turn on their new television set, a
flood of water rushes through the
screen. I know that’s physically
impossible, but I don’t want to
take any chances.

I definitely don’t want to mess
with electricity. For the past sev-
eral years, a small branch from a
tree has found a home, perfectly
balanced on the power line out-

side our back window. It has
survived storm after storm. It
rides the line, with the wind blow-
ing it 30 feet away, until the next
storm blows it right back toward
the house. It’s an eyesore, but 'm
sure it will outlast me. I refuse to
ask anyone for help. The last
thing I need is this headline: “TV
news guy fries Good Samaritan.”

I'm even afraid of the small
chores. About 10 years ago, my
wife bought a modern “touch-
less” can opener that cleanly slic-
es around the rim of a can, avoid-
ing any sharp edges. I had used
an old-timey can opener since I
was a kid, but my wife got rid of
it. I only use the new contraption
about once a year, and I still have
to watch a video to figure out how
to open a can of chili.

I can’t predict how I will die,
but you can bet on this. My obitu-
ary headline will not be “TV news
guy falls off roof.”

David Carroll is a Chattanooga,
Tenn., news anchor. His latest book
is “I Won'’t Be Your Escape Goat,”
available from his website, Chatta-
noogaRadioTV.com. Contact him at
RadioTV2020@yahoo.com.

With me ...

At this stage of my life, 'm now
able to do things around the
house I used to hire someone else
to do. Now that I'm retired, I have
more free time to figure out how
to do what I didn’t know how to
do before. Thanks to YouTube,
mostly.

So now I have time to do a lot of
the things I used to pay someone
else to do. Like trimming bushes
and pulling weeds. And mounting
shelves on the wall. And changing
out light fixtures. (Just kidding;
I've been deathly afraid of elec-
tricity ever since a friend of mine
flew across the kitchen floor when
he crossed wires trying to hook
up an oven.)

Granted, I can’t do everything.
But that doesn’t mean I won’t
stop trying. However, there’s one
thing I'm perfectly capable of
doing no matter what. I bleed.

Somewhere along the line, I
know there’s going to be blood.
And since I'm on blood thinners,
when I get cut my body turns into
a garden hose. On full blast. I
have proven time after time that
the biggest threat to do myself
harm is me. Anytime I put a tool
in my hand — taking a hammer to
a nail, cutting a board with a saw,

COLUMNIST B SCOTT LUDWIG

there’s always going to be blood

using a pair of pliers to open a
pickle jar — sooner or later I'll end
up looking like I stood too close to
the stage when Carrie
was crowned prom
queen.

For these blood
emergencies I have a
spray can of ointment
that, according to the
label anyway, stops
bleeding. I have cans
of it in every room in
the house, as well as
the garage and the
glovebox in my car. There are also
spare cans in every closet.

I replace them often, with the
possible exception of the one I
keep under my sink in the master
bath. That one is for when I cut
myself shaving. Or slip and bump
my head in the shower, which I'm
proud to say hasn’t happened
since I lacerated my hand slam-
ming the bathroom door on it a
week or so ago.

Yard tools also pose a threat.
Rakes, shovels, and hedge-clip-
pers are always vying to be public
enemy No. 1. Currently that title
belongs to the shovel. It took a
nice little chunk out of my left
shin recently when I dropped a 2
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X 4 on it, which caused it to
bounce in my direction. (That
reminds me: I need a can of
QuickStop in the gar-
den tool shed.)

In addition to the
danger posed by every
tool under the sun,
anything at ground
level exceeding one
inch in height is a
potential tripping haz-
ard. That’s because I
can't lift my right leg as
high as I could at one
time. So something as simple as
stepping up on a curb can be dan-
gerous. With the left foot, all is
well. It’s the other foot I have to
worry about. I may be the only
person on earth who’s eve had
road rash from a sidewalk.

And now that my muscles aren’t
what they used to be, something
as simple as a trip to the store
requires feats of strength I'm not
always capable of. And unless
you're one of those gray-haired
showoffs who can still pick up a
16-pound bowling ball with one
hand, people my age know what
I'm talking about.

For example, lifting a 40-pound
bag of bird seed is what lifting a

100-pound bag of cement used to
feel like in a former life. Cement
blocks for the garden, however,
aren’t nearly as heavy. But when
it comes to lifting several dozen of
them at one time, things can get
ugly in a hurry.

You can tell things have gotten
bad when men, and sometimes
women, ask if I need any help.
What makes it worse is when
they’re older than me, which is
often the case. Unfortunately.

Believe it or not, even shopping
carts present a challenge. I've
been known to suffer a cut or two
trying to pull them apart. I've
found that the best way to handle
that is to look pitiful trying to
separate them, hoping that some-
one will step in and offer to do it
for you. (Employees at the local
Publix probably get a kick out of
watching security footage.)

But being the optimist that I
am, I still wake up every morning
thinking this could very well be
the day I don’t shed any blood.
And, mark my words, one of
these days I'm going to be right.
But it won't be today ... I already
have a paper cut just from read-
ing the newspaper.
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BIBLE
VERSE

“Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye
should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that
whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.”

John 15:16

COLUMNIST B CARLTON FLETCHER

Imagine swatting a fly with a rolled-up TV

I read the news today, oh boy.
-- The Beatles

I love newspapers. Have since I was a kid, and I'd
walk/run or bike the mile down the dirt road we
lived on to get my daily (except Sunday) copy of
The Tifton Gazette and my Sunday copy of The
Albany Herald that the delivery person
dropped off where our road intersected
with busy Highway 319.

I had a Reese’s Cup box filled with sto-
ries about Major League baseball that I'd
cut out of the papers, and one of the high-
lights of my Sundays growing up was
turning to the MLB stats in The Herald’s
Sports section to see what Atlanta Braves
players were batting and where Braves
pitchers were among the ERA and wins
leaders.

Working in the industry for some 45 years now,
I still love newspapers with the same kind of pas-
sion I had when I was that 10-year-old kid eagerly
checking out batting averages. Which is problem-
atic when there are so many people who say news-
papers are now irrelevant, that they get their
“news” off the Internet.

And, yes, I'll agree that the influence of newspa-
pers has waned dramatically with the growth of
social media. But I'll fight you on the town square
if you say this medium doesn’t matter. Even today,
when the public is “kinda OK” finding out the big
story they’ve been sharing with all their friends was
made up by a bored nerd “influencer” who wanted
attention, newspapers — and the real journalists
who provide content — are as important today, if
not more so, than they were when I started in this
business.

As a warning, let me pose this scenario: Imagine
your community without its local newspaper. I'm
sure a lot of area politicians would love that, but so
long as these doors at 306 West Broad stay open,
this newspaper will continue to do all it can to keep
Albany and southwest Georgia informed.

I was pondering the impact of newspapers and
came up with a few thoughts:

— The people who write the stories for newspa-
pers are honest-to-God journalists. TV? Radio?

FLETCHER

Online? Not so much.

— Newspaper journalists actually listen to speak-
ers at an event they cover and ask pertinent ques-
tions related to the event ... not “What did you guys
just do?”

— If you miss a big athletic competition, meeting
or campaign speech, newspaper journalists tell you
what you missed. Sound bites are simply not
enough.

— Crossword puzzles.

— Most newspaper journalists live in or
around — and know — the area and peo-
ple they write about.

— Newspapers are sometimes deri-
sively called “fish wrappers.” They're
actually great for wrapping fish and/or
other meat/produce.

— No good yard/estate sale is complete
without newspapers to wrap dishes and
glassware. Plus, how do people find out about your
yard/estate sale anyway?

— When waitresses/chefs empty steamed or
baked oysters or shrimp onto a table at a seafood
restaurant, they cover the table first with newspa-
pers.

— If you're waiting at the doctor’s or dentist’s
office for an appointment that was scheduled for 9
a.m. — and it’s already a quarter to 10 — nothing
passes the time better than scanning a newspaper.

— Comics (i.e. the “funny papers”).

— Opinion columns ... the ones you agree with
and the ones you don’t, which give you something
extra to bit— about.

— You can put down newspapers as pee pads for
a pet you're house training.

— A rolled-up newspaper is perfect for swatting a
pet — or small kids — to get them in line.

— A rolled-up newspaper is also a great flyswat-
ter.

— If a window gets knocked out, newspapers
make great temporary fill-ins.

— Some papers still have creative “personals” that
unite lonely hearts and are a guilty pleasure to read.

Think of the impact papers like The Herald have
had on your and your communities’ lives. Then
imagine those papers going away. Trust me: Your
world would be a lot less interesting ... and a whole
lot less informed.

Email Carlton Fletcher at carlton.fletcher@albanyherald.com.

GUEST COLUMNIST B WARREN GRANT

An old Yankee discovering
a bit of Southern wisdom

The Southern Tribune, was on the shelf while I
was checking out. I thought “what a rag and waste
of trees.” I kind of snickered to myself

page of the Southern Tribune. I knew not any of the
people involved, but I was deeply moved about the
school, teachers and family who stuck

that being 84 years old and a damn Yan-
kee -- I was born in central Illinois about
150 miles south of Chicago and 10 miles
west of Champaign the home of the fight-
ing Illini -- I was superior to the dumb in
the South.

I'm not sure if any of you have the same
revelation that I do but sometimes I get a

together and received a young girl’s
graduation diploma for the eighth grade.

The girl’s life was apparently taken by
a drunk driver. I cannot and will not
convict the driver because I was not
there, but it appears to be true and my
heart goes out to the family. I remember
as a kid and later as an adult doing some

wake-up call, and it’s not about my health,
which isn’t in too good a condition. So it is with the
wake-up call that I got after reading the May 28
copy that I realized that there were a great many
Southern people who possessed a greater wealth of
knowledge than I.

I won’t name everyone on Page 4 that wrote an
article, but I will recommend that you get a copy;
borrow, beg, or steal a copy and read it. Everyone
on Page 4 had a message and it was well worth
reading. Get it and read it.

I want to tell you a little about myself so you will
know better than to read my article again. I used to
write several articles for The Albany Herald, but
when I moved to Fort Gaines, I lost contact and I'm
sure there are a lot of people in Dougherty County
who are happy.

I was deeply touched by the article on the front
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stupid things like driving under the
influence. By the grace of God, I did not harm any-
one.

Now at 84, I have finally got some sense. I know,
I know, you’re thinking that you have never seen a
damn Yankee that had any sense. I didn’t say I had
a lot, but I do have some after graduating from the
school of hard knocks.

On page 4 of the Tribune, there were several
people who possessed a lot of intelligence and
integrity, which really didn’t surprise me. The Tri-
bune is a wonderful paper, and may its success
continue. Knowing the condition that our homes
are in, and our country is in, that our schools are
in, and the respect that the young have for others,
I wrote a page that I would like to include at this
time. It’s titled “A Father.” I sincerely believe part
of today’s problems are from the family itself.

SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS:

EMAIL: carlton.fletcher@albanyherald.com
MAIL: Albany Herald News
306 W. Broad Avenue, Albany GA, 31701

STACEY
ABRAMS

Power 1o turn out voters in
hands of ‘ordinary people’

Every election in recent memo-
ry has been called the most
important election of our life-
times. The stakes get higher, the
consequences grow more dire
and the sense of control over the
outcome weakens.

This creates fertile ground for
authoritarians, who win by con-
vincing citizens that the outcome
is already decided. How? By mak-
ing it harder to vote and dimin-
ishing what a vote can accom-
plish. Yet, we are at our finest --
and most powerful -- when we
ignore the propaganda and actu-
ally show up. We protect our
people by deciding who is in
charge.

On Sept. 15, we recognized
National Voter Registration Day,
a time where civic groups across
the nation joined forces to regis-
ter eligible voters, help people
understand what’s on their bal-
lot, and make a plan to vote. As
voter suppression tactics ramp
up, the antidote is to participate
in numbers too large to ignore
and too big for anyone to dele-
gitimize.

Voter suppression has three
parts: (1) Ensuring that every
eligible voter can register and
stay on the rolls, (2) Being able to
cast a ballot, and (3) being
assured that the ballots actually
get counted. At each stage, we
cannot rely on the system or gov-
ernment to be the defenders of
our rights. We are the ones we
must look to for mutual aid, indi-
viduals and community groups
united in common cause.

Our tendency, especially in the
South, is to think about elections
in demographic terms, categoriz-
ing people by their age, race,
education, income or some other
factor. What we consider less
often are the impacts of our social
ties. Voters -- those who do and
those who should -- rely on oth-
ers as a proof of concept. Like the
neighbor who volunteers at the
polling place or the deacon who
reminds you of Souls to the Polls,
we look to our friends and neigh-
bors to remind us that voting is a
joint project. When we help
remove barriers by offering rides
or candidate guides, we increase
the likelihood that those suspi-
cious of the process might try
anyway.

The power to turn out voters is
not measured by the number of
commercials or mail pieces. The
power is in the hands of ordinary
people, trusted by their commu-
nities, willing to help. The super-
power grows if you're someone
who works with a nonprofit or
community group, regardless of
its mission. In 2022, Nonprofit
VOTE'’s field program showed
that when a nonprofit engages
with would-be voters, their turn-
out is 10 percentage points higher
than comparable voters from the
same community.

The impact is even greater for
organizations that provide voter
registration or engagement at
their point of service. One of the
most profound sayings in politics
is that the person closest to the
pain should be closest to the

power. If you work for a food
pantry, volunteer at a community
center, or support anywhere that
one of your neighbors comes for
help, you have real influence. By
simply helping someone register,
check their voter registration, or
make a plan to get to the polls,
they’re now much more likely to
actually vote.

By leveraging the trust non-
profits and community groups
earn by helping their neighbors,
they can reach and increase turn-
out with young voters, low-
income voters, and voters of color
— the very people traditional
engagement efforts can overlook.
These are also some of the very
same voters most impacted by
the destructive policies imple-
mented by the Trump adminis-
tration and their sycophants in
state legislatures. Because now,
more than ever, we must remind
our fellow Americans that the
threats to our way of life are not
abstract. They are real, painful.
And solvable.

Georgians in every community
should understand what’s at
stake in this election, but it won’t
happen by osmosis. This isn’t a
matter of hoping the right mes-
senger shows up with the right
message that will suddenly acti-
vate our neighbors out of the
despair that keeps them home.
Instead, we must harness our
connections to the community as
a powerful tool for change in real
time, in real ways.

This November, we will elect a
state legislature and governor
who will decide how our state
continues to handle the fallout of
impacts of Republican’s billion-
aire tax cuts. These leaders will
decide how our state addresses
drastic reductions in FEMA dol-
lars, likely to be top of mind by
the end of the year. The same bill
dramatically slashed SNAP ben-
efits, and we will be hiring politi-
cians to prevent a massive loss of
food assistance and increase in
hunger, particularly among chil-
dren and the elderly.

Elections in November spot-
light how cynical Republicans
redraw district lines for every-
thing from your school board to
the county commission, jobs
we’ve handed to the state legisla-
ture. The local leaders we elect
are the ones who decide if more
data centers are built in our com-
munities or more Flock cameras
are installed on our streets.

Talk with the community
groups you're part of and figure
out how to start off a season of
encouraging voter registration
and turnout. Authoritarians hope
they've convinced us that our
government is beyond repair. If
they’ve been successful, we will
simply stay home during this
election cycle. Yet, we are Geor-
gians, a birthplace of civil rights
and voting rights, where commu-
nity comes together to do right.

Our time is now to knit togeth-
er a beloved community that
enlists our neighbors to do as Dr.
King exhorted: march on the bal-
lot box and show ourselves the
way forward.

I MAY NOT TALK
PERFECTLY...
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Georgia Southwestern students showcase
award-winning concept for Board of Regents

Staff Reports

news@albanyherald.com

AMERICUS — Three Geor-
gia Southwestern State Uni-
versity students showcased
their innovative business con-
cept, FitFlow, on the statewide
stage once again this August
to the Board of Regents of the
University System of Georgia
in Atlanta.

The invitation follows a
fourth-place finish earlier this
year in the inaugural 2026
USG Innovation & Entrepre-
neurship Competition held
at Kennesaw State Universi-
ty’s Marietta Campus. Emely
Jimenez of Americus, Macy
Taylor of Thomasville and
Milced Velasquez of Vienna
were recognized as finalists
in a competition among 25
teams and 51 students rep-
resenting all 25 USG insti-
tutions.

FitFlow is an innovative
cooling wheelchair seat cover
designed to improve comfort
for wheelchair users. The light-
weight, rechargeable product
uses continuous airflow to
help reduce heat-related dis-
comfort, a challenge Taylor
observed through her younger
sister’s personal experience
using a wheelchair. Taylor, a

marketing major anticipated
to graduate in December, de-
veloped the FitFlow concept
and partnered with Velasquez
and Jimenez to take the idea
to the statewide level.

“One of my favorite parts of
the competition was getting
to meet other young entre-
preneurs and seeing the cre-
ativity, passion and purpose
behind their ideas,” Taylor
said. “It’s a reminder of how
much of an impact students
can make when they are giv-
en the opportunity.”

The recent presentation
gave the GSW students an-
other opportunity to show-
case FitFlow alongside other
top student innovators from
across Georgia, demonstrat-
ing the creativity, problem-
solving and entrepreneurial
skills that earned them state-
wide recognition.

“This opportunity is a tre-
mendous recognition of what
Macy, Milced and Emely ac-
complished,” Becca Jones,
senior lecturer of marketing
in GSW’s College of Busi-
ness and Computing, who
helped prepare the team for
the competition, said. “Their
invitation to present FitFlow
to the Board of Regents al-

lowed them to take an idea
developed at GSW and share
it with leaders from across
the University System. We
are incredibly proud of the
way they continue to repre-
sent GSW.”

The students originally ad-
vanced to the statewide com-
petition after FitFlow received
the Best Innovation Award at
GSW’s first-ever Innovation
and Entrepreneurship Com-
petition in March. The award
included $1,000 in develop-
ment funding and the oppor-
tunity to represent GSW at
the USG competition.

“This accomplishment re-
flects the exceptional talent,
determination and entrepre-
neurial mindset of our stu-
dents,” Gaynor Cheokas, dean
of GSW’s College of Business
and Computing, said. “Op-
portunities like this allow our
students to apply what they
learn in the classroom, de-
velop solutions to real-world
challenges and demonstrate
their abilities before leaders
from across the state.”

Velasquez, a recent gradu-
ate with a bachelor’s in mar-
keting, is currently pursuing
her Master of Business Ad-
ministration at GSW.
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From left, Georgia Southwestern students Stephen Snyder; Emely Jimenez Milced Velasquez
and Macy Taylor are joined by faculty members Kerry Palmer; Becca Jones and Gaynor
Cheokas after the students showcased their business concept before the Board of Regents.

“It was a rewarding opportu-
nity to represent GSW along-
side talented students across
the state,” Velasquez said.
“The experience strength-
ened my confidence, rein-
forced my passion for mar-
keting and reminded me of
the value of teamwork, per-
severance and believing in

an idea from start to finish.”

Jimenez recently graduated
cum laude with a bachelor’s
degree in business manage-
ment.

“Working on this project
expanded my perspective
and increased my awareness
of the challenges many in-
dividuals with disabilities

face every day,” Jimenez said.
“Competing alongside talent-
ed students from universities
across Georgia and presenting
before a large audience chal-
lenged me to grow in confi-
dence and communication.
I am grateful for the oppor-
tunity to represent GSW on
a statewide stage.”

Data center debate heats up Georgia governor’s race

By Alander Rocha
Georgia Recorder

ATLANTA -- As Georgia
becomes a national leader in
new data center construction,
debate over how to regulate
the booming industry has be-
come a hot issue in the race
for governor.

The two candidates have
proposed contrasting visions
for how to deal with the mas-
sive, power-hungry facilities
that help power and advance
artificial intelligence, but vot-
ers don’t seem entirely sold
on either’s plan.

Democratic nominee Keisha
Lance Bottoms, the former
mayor of Atlanta, is pitch-
ing a statewide temporary
“pause” on new data cen-
ter construction to study the
strain these facilities place on
local communities, the envi-
ronment and electricity bills,
as well as potential benefits
they may provide to some
communities.

“Let us take a pause, assess
fully, assess comprehensively,
assess the impact that these
data centers are having on our
environment, on our utility
bills, what it means to have
them in communities,” Bot-
toms said in a recent press
conference in Cobb County.

Her Republican opponent,
healthcare executive Rick
Jackson, a billionaire who
has invested in a data center
in Texas that has faced local
opposition, has argued that
local elected officials should
have the authority to welcome
or reject these projects.

“Every community should
decide,” Jackson said at a
September press conference
in Cobb County.

But some advocates and
residents living near proposed
data centers across the state
worry that local communities
lack the leverage to negotiate
with data center developers,
wonder whether the promise
of lower property taxes will
ever come true and question
whether a temporary pause
might lead to policy that ef-
fectively regulates these mam-
moth facilities.

In Cobb County, where coun-
ty commissioners extended a
local data center moratorium
until early 2027, Bottoms said
temporarily pausing construc-
tion on data centers would
be one of the first things she
would pursue as governor.

“We’re going to use every
tool in the toolbox to make
sure that that pause takes
place statewide,” she said.

Peter Hubbard, a Demo-
crat who was elected to the
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DeKalb County residents gathered before a county com-
mission meeting in 2025 to protest a data center proposal

in Ellenwood.

Georgia Public Service Com-
mission in 2025, joined Bot-
toms in Cobb County where
he outlined four policy pro-
posals aimed at regulating
data centers. Hubbard said
that data centers should be
powered with clean energy
sources and pay for that in-
frastructure, operate with
full transparency without the
use of nondisclosure agree-
ments, enact safeguards that
protect the local community
and natural resources and
mandate the use of union
labor “wherever possible.”

Bottoms kept her speech fo-
cused on a data center pause,
but when asked if she sup-
ports Hubbard’s proposal,
she said that she was “in
complete alignment with
what Commissioner Hub-
bard has proposed.”

Other states, including ones
led by governors from both
major parties, have tempo-
rarily halted data center de-
velopment. New York’s gov-
ernor, a Democrat, became
the first to order a statewide
moratorium on large-scale
data centers in July. Texas’
governor, a Republican, or-
dered his own ban in August.

At a recent press confer-
ence, Jackson added that he
wanted “to educate people
on the benefit if they want
(a data center),” saying that
some counties are expecting
they “will have zero proper-
ty taxes after the data cen-
ter goes in.” Some counties,
like Effingham County where
OpenAl plans to build a $20
billion data center, pledged
to lower property taxes with
revenue they bring in.

Jackson’s stance aligns
with Georgia’s business com-
munity, with Chris Clark,
president and CEO of the
Georgia Chamber of Com-
merce, agreeing with the lo-
cal control approach. Clark
said Jackson’s proposal al-
lows communities to con-

tinue negotiating with de-
velopers while giving them
the opportunity to diversify
their tax base. The Georgia
Chamber of Commerce has
endorsed Jackson.

In suburban and rural Geor-
gia communities, residents
and advocates interviewed
for this story say Jackson’s
stance maintains the sta-
tus quo.

Bill Wright, who spent four
years organizing against data
center projects in northern
Virginia before relocating
to Chatham County near
Savannah, dismissed Jack-
son’s proposal and said that
developers and tech com-
panies hold much of the le-
verage during negotiations.

Wright, who’s been advo-
cating against the OpenAl
development in Effingham
County, which neighbors
Chatham, said leaving reg-
ulatory decisions to indi-
vidual counties ignores the
footprint data centers have
beyond the county’s border
and argued that statewide
regulations are “absolutely
essential.”

Data centers in Georgia are
largely unregulated statewide.
Developers usually submit
a “development of regional
impact” review in the initial
stages that outlines basic in-
formation, such as project
size, revenue and estimated
water usage. That review,
however, is designed to be a
communication mechanism
for local officials — and not
a state regulatory tool.

Lawmakers from both par-
ties during the 2026 legis-
lative session introduced
about 20 bills aimed at regu-
lating the massive facilities,
but those bills never made
it to the governor’s desk for
a signature.

South of Atlanta in Fayette
County, retired resident Diana
Dietz has watched the QTS
data center campus expand

beyond its original plan. She
was also skeptical that local
governments had the abil-
ity to shield residents from
data centers when there is
local pushback.

“The elected officials do
what they want, which is
they approve these things
for the most part,” Dietz
said. “They approve them.
You might get one or two
who vote no, but they’re not
the majority.”

“They want to go in and
be a good partner, and if a
community doesn’t want
them, there’s plenty of com-
munities that do, and so I
think I kind of push back a
little bit on that assumption
that they’re rolling over lo-
cal elected officials,” Georgia
Chamber CEO Chris Clark
said. “I think that’s an easy
narrative but kind of hard
to roll over when they con-
trol zoning, water and are
either recruiting them or not
recruiting them to town.”

The Georgia Chamber of
Commerce launched the
Georgia Digital Infrastruc-
ture Alliance over the sum-
mer aimed at swaying crit-
ics. Clark said that part of
that initiative was creating a
“data center-ready commu-
nity designation” checklist
that helps communities ad-
vance data center proposals
“responsibly and transpar-
ently,” but Dietz had little
confidence in the idea of re-
lying on voluntary standards
proposed by the industry.

“[They’re] going to serve
the same Kool-Aid as the
industry does,” Dietz said.

Bottoms’ call for a tempo-
rary moratorium was met
with less enthusiasm from the
business community. Clark
with the Georgia Chamber
of Commerce, warned that
a statewide pause, as pro-
posed by Bottoms, would
disrupt economic develop-
ment and hurt communi-
ties that are in discussions
with potential data centers
developers.

“We’ve become a digi-
tal economy. Every single
business in Georgia — ev-
erything you do, I do, this
conversation we're having
right now — all flows through
one to two to three, maybe
even five data centers ev-
ery day,” Chark said in an
interview. “If we’re going to
build them, the communi-
ties that want them should
get that economic benefit.
So that’s where we are as a
business community.”

}
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Republican Rick Jackson outlines his plans for agriculture
during a campaign stop at Cagle’s Farm in Canton.

In Georgia’s race for governor,
focus shifts to farms

By Ty Tagami

Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA — Pledging
to fight for farmers, Repub-
lican Rick Jackson unveiled
his plan to support Georgia’s
agricultural industry as the
sector gets squeezed by ris-
ing prices for diesel, fertilizer
and other essentials.

“I want our farmers to know
that as governor I will be in
the fight to help them in any
way I can,” the healthcare ex-
ecutive said at a small gather-
ing of supporters and media
at Cagle’s Farm in Canton, a
tourist destination.

Democrat Keisha Lance
Bottoms fired back, with her
campaign saying that she had
already met with farmers and
unveiled her own plan. The
former Atlanta mayor also
pointed to Jackson’s alliance
with President Trump, not-
ing that the rising prices for
diesel and fertilizer that were
hurting farmers had occurred
during Trump’s watch.

“Slick Rick Jackson has prov-
en he is too afraid to stand
up to Trump and fight for
Georgia’s farmers,” TaNisha
Cameron, the Bottoms cam-
paign spokesperson, said in
a statement.

Jackson’s plan would pre-
serve an agricultural tax ex-
emption and suspend the state
tax on diesel fuel during price
spikes. It also would connect
family farms with “cost-ef-
fective capital,” recruit fer-
tilizer makers, oppose cheap
imports from countries with
weak regulatory requirements,
and establish an emergency
water reserve of 250 million
gallons a day.

Jackson said he also would
foster co-op meat and pro-
duce processing centers to
bring down costs.

Bottoms and Jackson align
on that idea. Her plan encour-
ages cooperatives allowing
farmers to pool resources

while sharing equipment and
processing capacity.

Like Jackson, Bottoms also
would target taxes, in her
case by supporting property
tax relief for heirs. She also
would push for more agricul-
tural education — in schools
and through free pathways
to technical college. And she
would help farmers fill out
paperwork for federal pro-
grams.

Bottoms’ campaign said she
would oppose Trump’s tariffs,
yet she slammed Trump for
announcing temporary re-
lief from certain beef tariffs.

State Agriculture Commis-
sioner Tyler Harper, a Repub-
lican, pushed back on that
Trump policy last month,
warning on social media that
it could harm cattle producers.

“Increasing our reliance on
imported food is not a long-
term solution to Americans’
affordability concerns,” Harper
posted. “We can lower costs
for consumers while support-
ing the farmers and ranchers
who produce our food here
at home.”

Neither Bottoms nor Jack-
son offered many details about
how they would execute their
plans.

On restricting agricultural
imports from countries with
lax regulations, for instance,
Jackson basically said to trust
him.

“I don’t know all of the ways,”
he said, “but if there’s any
way to do it, I'll get it done.”

Bottoms and Jackson will
have a chance to attack the
other’s platform at 8 p.m. on
Oct. 6, during a town hall-
style debate.

So far, it is their only sched-
uled debate before early voting
starts Oct. 13. Bottoms and
nearly every other statewide
candidate except Jackson have
confirmed attendance at the
Atlanta Press Club debates at
Georgia Public Broadcasting
on Oct. 12 and 13.
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Pataula Charter posts 97.5% grad rate,
among highest in southwest Georgla

Staff Reports
news@albanyherald.com

EDISON — Pataula Char-
ter Academy is celebrating an
outstanding achievement by
its Class of 2026, which earned
a 97.5% four-year gradua-
tion rate, according to data
released by the Georgia De-
partment of Education.

Of the 40 students in PCA’s
2026 graduating cohort, 39
earned their high school di-
ploma, placing Pataula among
the highest-performing high
schools in the southwest Geor-
gia region.

PCA’s graduation rate sig-
nificantly exceeds Georgia’s
statewide rate of 88.5%, which
reached a historic high in
2026. The state rate increased
from 87.2% in 2025 and has
risen more than 21 percentage
points since Georgia began
using the federally required
adjusted cohort calculation
in 2011.

The results also compare fa-
vorably with other area high
schools. According to the 2026
data, Bainbridge High School
recorded a 96.92% gradua-

tion rate, Miller County High
School 95.92%, Baker County
High School 95.45%, Early
County High School 92.75%,
Cairo High School 91.84%,
and Seminole County Mid-
dle/High School 89.8%.

Superintendent Kylie Hol-
ley said the achievement re-
flects years of work by stu-
dents and the people who
supported them throughout
their time at PCA.

“We are incredibly proud of
the Class of 2026 and the hard
work that went into reach-
ing this milestone,” Holley
said. “A graduation rate like
this represents years of com-
mitment from our students,
teachers, staff and families.
Our goal is not simply to see
students earn a diploma, but
to make sure they leave PCA
prepared and confident about
what comes next.”

PCA’s 97.5% graduation
rate reflects the school’s con-
tinued focus on helping stu-
dents successfully complete
high school while preparing
them for college, careers and
life beyond graduation.

Georgia calculates its four-

PATAULA cyaRTER ACADE

97.5%

2026 GRADUATION RATE

Georgia statewide rate: 88.5%

Wk Puther Bridel,

Special lllustration

Pataula Charter Academy’s Class of 2026 earned a 97.5%

four-year graduation rate.

year adjusted cohort gradua-
tion rate by tracking students
beginning in ninth grade and
adjusting the cohort as stu-
dents transfer into or out of
a school. The rate represents
the percentage of students in

that adjusted cohort who earn
a regular high school diplo-
ma or state-defined alternate
diploma within four years.

For more information about
Pataula Charter Academy,
visit pataula.net.

Most Georgia school districts graduated
at least nine out of 10 students

By Ty Tagami
Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA — The public
high school on-time gradua-
tion rate continued its nearly
nonstop rise last school year,
reaching an 88.5% statewide
rate, the Georgia Department
of Education announced.

That is more than a per-
centage point higher than the
statewide “four-year adjusted
cohort graduation rate” for
2025, which was 87.2%.

Under that federal method
of calculation, schools must
count all students who enter
into their class year during
high school, either by enroll-
ing in ninth grade or trans-
ferring in later. Officials can
only subtract students who
transfer out after confirm-
ing they re-enrolled at an-
other school.

The grad rate has climbed
nearly every year since that
calculation was mandated in
2011, when 67.4% graduated
on time. The one exception
was the class of 2021, which

Richard Woods

experienced the spring semes-
ter of junior year and all of
senior year during the disrup-
tions of COVID-19. The rate
for that class fell a tenth of
a percentage point from the
prior year to 83.7%.

Since then, Georgia has been
inching toward a 90% state-
wide rate.

But the vast majority of school
districts have already met that
bar. Of 180 city and county
districts, 141 had a gradua-
tion rate at or above 90%.

Four districts, Ware and

Warren counties and Chicka-
mauga and Trion cities, grad-
uated every student. In that
group, only Ware, with a grad-
uation class size of 318, had
more than 100 seniors though.
Among metro Atlanta dis-
tricts, where class sizes are
larger, the city systems for
Atlanta, Decatur and Mari-
etta and the county systems
for Cobb and Fulton all ex-
ceeded 90%, with Decatur
leading them at 96.7%.
Fulton, the largest in that
bunch, graduated 93.4% of the

7,718 students in the gradu-
ating class. Mike Looney, the
superintendent, attributed it
to hard work.

Richard Woods, the state
school superintendent, also
attributed the rising rate to
students who see value in a
diploma. Over the years, the
state has increased diploma
options, with school-to-work
“pathways” such as the accel-
erated career diploma.

“Today’s news is a testa-
ment to our shared efforts to
ensure Georgia students see
the relevance of their edu-
cation and are connected to
opportunity in the future,”
Woods said in a statement.

Even so, several state spe-
cialty schools gave diplomas
to fewer than a third of their
graduating class, and one
county school district, Jen-
kins County, had a 65% rate.

Three dozen other city and
county districts had rates in
the 80s, including some with
thousands of seniors, such as
Clayton, DeKalb and Gwinnett
counties in metro Atlanta.

Congress

Votes

By Targeted News Service

WASHINGTON -- Here’s
alook at how Georgia’s mem-
bers of Congress voted over
the previous week.

The Senate, in addition to
its roll call votes this week,
also passed these measures:
The Critical Infrastructure
Manufacturing Feasibility
Act (H.R. 1721) to direct the
Secretary of Commerce to
conduct a study on the fea-
sibility of manufacturing in
the United States products for
critical infrastructure sectors;
the Romance Scam Preven-
tion Act (H.R. 2481) to re-
quire online dating service
providers to provide fraud
ban notifications to online
dating service members; the
Satellite Cybersecurity Act (S.
3404) to require a report on
federal support to the cyber-
security of commercial satel-
lite systems.

There were no key votes in
the House this week.

SENATE VOTES:
TEXAS JUDGE: The Sen-

Jon Ossoff

ate has confirmed the nom-
ination of Angela Veronica
Colmenero to be a judge on
the U.S. District Court for the
Southern District of Texas.
Colmenero has been a legal
and administrative aide to the
Texas governor for the last
eight years, other than three
months as the state’s interim
attorney general in summer
2023. The vote, on Sept. 23,
was 50 yeas to 47 nays.

NAYS: Ossoff D-GA, War-
nock D-GA

REGULATING COLLEGE

Raphael Warnock

SPORTS: The Senate has ap-
proved a substitute amend-
ment sponsored by Sen. Ted
Cruz, R-Texas, to the Protect
College Sports Act (S. 4668)
to establish various measures
controlling name, image, or
likeness (NIL) contracts in
college sports. The vote, on
Sept. 24, was 77 yeas to 23
nays.

YEAS: Ossoff D-GA

NAYS: Warnock D-GA

IRAN WAR: The Senate has
rejected a bill (H. Con. Res.
89) sponsored by Rep. Pra-

mila Jayapal, D-Wash., that
would have required the ces-
sation of U.S. military action
against Iran other than for
purposes of defense against
imminent attack. A support-
er, Senate Minority Leader
Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., said:
“Every Republican who votes
against ending the war this
week is choosing to pander
to the president instead of
protecting our troops and our
country.” The vote, on Sept.
24, was 49 yeas to 50 nays.

YEAS: Ossoff D-GA, War-
nock D-GA
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Special Photo by Scoit Olson/Getty Images via Georgia Recorder
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
plans to collaborate on research with other federal
agencies as the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
evaluates the human health risks of the widely used
pesticide glyphosate, used in products like Roundup.

Federal agencies to ‘strengthen’
review of glyphosate

By Cami Koons
Georgia Recorder

WASHINGTON -- The
U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services plans
to collaborate on research
with other federal agencies
as the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency evaluates
the human health risks of
the widely used pesticide,
glyphosate.

The recently announced
memorandum of under-
standing between the two
departments comes as EPA
is conducting a registration
review for the pesticide com-
ponent and as the U.S. Su-
preme Court recently sided
with the manufacturer of
Roundup, a glyphosate-
based pesticide, in lawsuits
alleging the product need-
ed a cancer warning label.

U.S. Health and Human
Services Secretary Robert F.
Kennedy Jr. said in a news
release that his department
is bringing science to the
table to “answer unresolved
questions, strengthen the
evidence, and give EPA the
data it needs to conduct a
rigorous review.”

“Americans have a right to
know what the best science
tells us about the chemicals
they encounter in their food,
workplaces, and environ-
ment,” Kennedy said. “We
will ask the hard questions,
demand sound science, and
follow the evidence wher-
ever it leads.”

Kennedy, in his time as
an environmental lawyer,
fought pesticide companies
in cancer lawsuits, includ-
ing Monsanto, the manu-
facturer of Roundup, which
is now owned by Bayer. In
recent months, however,
Kennedy has supported
initiatives from the White
House to boost glyphosate
production domestically.
Environmental groups say
Kennedy’s Make America
Healthy Again report took
it easy on pesticides.

The news release from
HHS said the memorandum
of understanding does not
“predetermine or direct the
outcome of EPA’s glyphosate
registration review” which
is slated to be completed in
early 2027.

Experts from EPA and from
HHS departments includ-
ing the National Institute
of Environmental Health
Sciences, National Toxi-
cology Program, National
Cancer Institute, National
Institute for Occupational
Safety and Health, Centers

for Disease Control and Pre-
vention and the Food and
Drug Administration will
form a technical working
group to “identify priority
scientific questions” and
coordinate research along
the EPA’s review schedule.

EPA Administrator Lee
Zeldin said the agency is
tasked with evaluating pes-
ticides “against the best
available science” per the
Federal Insecticide, Fungi-
cide, and Rodenticide Act,
or FIFRA.

“This agreement with HHS
gives our scientists access
to research capacity at HHS
that addresses potential gaps
in the record,” Zeldin said.
“EPA will weigh what that
work produces the way we
weigh any other scientific
evidence. We will evaluate
the relevant evidence, ad-
dress important scientific
questions, and show our
work, providing insight into
how the science informs our
decisions, as we always do,
to conduct the most trans-
parent and thorough review
possible.”

EPA last reviewed glypho-
sate in 2017 and decided
the ingredient did not pose
“risks of concern to human
health from current uses”
and determined that it was
“not likely to be carcino-
genic to humans.”

The EPA registration is
significant because it largely
dictates how the product is
labeled. Lawsuits against
Roundup have centered
on failure to warn claims,
essentially suing the com-
pany because it did not tell
customers that the product
could cause cancer.

Bayer, like EPA, holds
that the product does not
cause cancer and therefore
no warning should be put
on the label.

For the re-evaluation of
the product, EPA reviews
new scientific literature that
was published since the last
registration, to ensure the
product continues to meet
statutory standards as sci-
ence evolves. The literature
gathered by the agency for
the forthcoming human
health risk assessment is
open for public comments
through Nov. 23, accord-
ing to the Federal Regis-
ter docket.

Materials from the HHS
and EPA working group
will also be made available
to the public through the
same docket, according to
the news release from HHS.

Special graphic
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Braves power past Phillies, advance to NLDS

Field Level Media

ATLANTA — Michael Harris I1, Ozzie
Albies and Matt Olson homered, and
the Atlanta Braves ended nearly three
decades of winner-take-all postseason
frustration Thursday night.

Six Atlanta pitchers combined to shut
down Philadelphia as the Braves defeat-
ed the Phillies 6-2 in the decisive third
game of their National League wild-card
series at Truist Park.

The victory sent Atlanta into a best-
of-five NL Division Series against the
Los Angeles Dodgers beginning Satur-
day in Los Angeles.

It was the Braves’ first victory in a
winner-take-all postseason game since
Game 7 of the 1996 NL Championship
Series against St. Louis. Atlanta had lost
six consecutive elimination games dating
to the 2018 NLDS against the Dodgers.

Harris made sure the Braves played

from ahead this time.

Ronald Acuiia Jr. and Olson drew
first-inning walks from Aaron Nola
before Harris lined a 2-0 sinker just over
the right-field wall for a three-run homer.

Albies stretched the lead to 5-0 in the
fourth when he launched a 419-foot,
two-run homer to right field off Zack
Wheeler. Olson supplied Atlanta’s final
run with a solo homer in the seventh.

The Braves managed only six hits,
but their three home runs accounted
for all six runs.

Atlanta’s pitching plan was much less
conventional.

Ray Kerr started as an opener and
delivered 3 1/3 scoreless innings in his
postseason debut, allowing one hit. Grant
Holmes followed and surrendered one
run on two hits over two innings to earn
the victory.

Robert Suarez, Didier Fuentes and
Dylan Dodd carried the lead into the

eighth before Braves manager Walt Weiss
turned to Game 1 starter Chris Sale.

Sale, who threw 6 1/3 innings Tues-
day, struck out Bryce Harper to end
the eighth and returned for a score-
less ninth. It was Sale’s first tradition-
al relief appearance since he recorded
the final out of the 2018 World Series
for Boston.

Philadelphia scored its first run on
Alec Bohm’s sixth-inning groundout
after Kyle Schwarber singled and Harp-
er doubled. Derek Hill tripled to open
the eighth and scored on Trea Turner’s
sacrifice fly.

Both teams finished with six hits, but
the Phillies went o-for-6 with runners
in scoring position. They also failed to
score after putting two runners aboard
with nobody out in the fifth.

The loss ended Philadelphia’s run
of four consecutive appearances in at
least the NLDS.

albanyherald.com

__1 I ™

Special Photo: Dale Zanine

Atlanta Braves center fielder Michael Harris Il hit a three-run
homer in the first inning Thursday, helping Atlanta eliminate
Philadelphia with a 6-2 victory and advance to the NL Divi-
sion Series

File Photo
Atlanta Falcons running back Bijan Robinson was
named NFC Offensive Player of the Week after
rushing for 194 yards and two tfouchdowns and
finishing with 213 yards from scrimmage in At-
lanta’s win over Green Bay.

Robinson runs away
with NFC honor

Staff Reports

news@albanyherald.com

FLOWERY BRANCH — Bijan Robinson’s
dominant performance against Green Bay earned
the Atlanta Falcons running back NFC Offensive
Player of the Week honors, the NFL announced
Wednesday.

Robinson rushed for 194 yards and two touch-
downs on 29 carries in Atlanta’s victory over the
Packers, finishing with 213 yards from scrim-
mage — the highest single-game total by an NFL
player this season.

It is the third NFC Offensive Player of the Week
award of Robinson’s career. He most recently
earned the honor in Week 17 of the 2025 season.

Robinson provided one of the game’s biggest
plays early, breaking loose for a 55-yard run in
the first quarter. It was the third-longest run of
his career and the third-longest rushing play in
the NFL this season.

The run also marked Robinson’s third career
carry of at least 50 yards. Since he entered the
NFL in 2023, only 10 other players have pro-
duced at least three runs of 50 yards or more.

His 213 yards from scrimmage were the third-
highest single-game total of his career and con-
tinued Robinson’s knack for producing some of
his biggest performances under the lights.

Robinson has surpassed 200 yards from scrim-
mage three times in prime-time games, the most
by any NFL player since the beginning of the
2023 season.

He has also topped 100 scrimmage yards in
seven prime-time appearances. That is the most
by a Falcons running back over that span and
tied for fourth most among NFL running backs.

The latest performance added another honor
to a growing résumé for Robinson, who has es-
tablished himself as the centerpiece of Atlanta’s
offense since the Falcons selected him in the first
round of the 2023 NFL Draft.

Staff Photo: Joe Whitfield

Albany State football players work with young Dougherty County Xtreme athletes during a special practice Monday on the ASU
practice field. Golden Rams players and coaches spent nearly two hours teaching and encouraging the young athletes as part

of a day that also included a visit from the Albany State Marching Rams Show Band.

A practice they’ll remember

By Joe Whitfield
Sports Editor

ALBANY — Richard Brigham has con-
ducted more football practices than he can
count.

Monday was different.

At one point, the Dougherty County Xtreme
Youth Athletics coach stood on the Albany
State practice field and began to cry.

Around him were his young football play-
ers, but they weren’t alone. Members of the
Albany State football team had joined them
for practice, spending nearly two hours
working with the children. The Albany State
Marching Rams Show Band had marched
across campus to perform for them.

For Brigham, an Albany State alumnus,
it became about much more than football.

“I have coached a lot of football practices,
but Monday’s practice may have been the
best one I have ever experienced,” Brigham
said. “At one point, I stood on the field in
tears. I could not hold them back.”

The afternoon brought together two of
Albany State’s most visible programs with
some of the community’s youngest athletes.

Under the direction of Dr. William T.
Brooks III, the Marching Rams made their
way across campus to the practice field, where
DCX players watched the band perform.

“The band’s performance filled the field
with sound and energy,” Brigham said.
“Our children watched, listened, and felt
the excitement of having the Rams show
up for them.”

Then it was the football team’s turn.

Albany State players and coaches spent
approximately two hours with the DCX
athletes, offering instruction, encourage-
ment and something Brigham believes may
prove more important — an example of
where football and education could some-
day take them.

Brigham thanked Golden Rams head
coach David Bowser and his program for
making the experience possible.

“Their presence brought our athletes to
another level,” he said.

But Brigham wanted the Albany State
players to understand that their impact
Monday extended beyond helping young-
sters throw, catch, block or tackle.

He spoke to them about purpose.

“It looks like showing up for a child who
may be meeting a college athlete for the first
time,” Brigham said. “It looks like helping
that child picture a future that once seemed
far away.”

That is part of the mission behind DCX.

Brigham said the organization uses foot-
ball as a vehicle to provide children with a
safe environment, build confidence and
teach lessons that can carry into other ar-
eas of their lives.

College is part of that message.

For a young player, seeing an Albany State
football player up close can make the idea
of someday becoming a college student —
and perhaps a college athlete — seem a lit-
tle less distant.

“We also want them to see that college is
areal possibility,” Brigham said. “Meeting

students who look and talk like them helps
make that future easier to imagine.”

Monday gave the DCX players plenty to
remember.

It also gave the Albany State players an
opportunity to see the influence they can
have simply by showing up.

“The players may not remember every
child they met on Monday, but I believe
some of those kids will stop them in public
one day and remind them of that practice,”
Brigham said. “Our children will remember.”

For Brigham, the afternoon carried an-
other layer of meaning because it was his
alma mater providing the experience.

He saw Albany State football players,
coaches and band members giving their
time to children from the community with-
out asking for anything in return.

“As an Albany State alumnus, I was proud
of what I saw from my alma mater: genuine
love, character, and a willingness to serve,”
Brigham said.

Football practices eventually blur together.
There are drills to run, mistakes to correct
and another game to prepare for.

Brigham doesn’t expect Monday’s prac-
tice to become one of those.

Neither, he believes, will the children who
looked across the field and saw the Golden
Rams standing there with them.

“From the bottom of my heart, thank you,
Albany State University,” Brigham said.
“You showed our children what it means
to set the standard.”

Top JUCO prospect flips commitment to Georgia

Media Reporis

ATHENS — Georgia has land-
ed the nation’s top-ranked junior
college football prospect, adding
a major piece to its 2027 recruit-
ing class.

Modesto College cornerback
Alius Mayo has flipped his com-
mitment from California to Geor-
gia following an official visit to
Athens over the weekend.

The 6-foot-4, 190-pound Mayo
attended Georgia’s game against
Oklahoma during his first visit to

Athens. The Stockton, California,
native had been committed to Cal
since August after considering
several major programs, includ-
ing Alabama, where he took an
official visit in June.

Mayo is rated as a four-star pros-
pect and ranks as both the No. 1
overall junior college player and
No. 1JUCO cornerback in the 2027
class, according to 247Sports.

His commitment gives Georgia
a significant addition at a position
the Bulldogs have been working
to replenish in the class.

Georgia previously received com-
mitments from 2027 cornerbacks
Donte Wright and Jerry Outhouse
Jr., but both later reopened their
recruitments. Mayo is currently
the Bulldogs’ lone cornerback
commitment in the class.

Georgia does have two four-
star safeties committed in Seth
Williams and Adryan Cole and
continues to pursue several high
school cornerbacks, including Au-
burn commitment Nash Johnson.
Johnson also visited Athens over
the weekend.

Mayo brings production along
with his lofty recruiting ranking.

As a freshman at Modesto, he
recorded 30 tackles, including one
tackle for loss, while intercepting
five passes and breaking up five
more in 11 games.

His size also stands out at the
position. At 6-foot-4, Mayo gives
Georgia a long, physical corner-
back prospect who already has
college experience before arriv-
ing in Athens.

Mayo’s decision increases Geor-
gia’s 2027 class to 21 commitments.

The Bulldogs have a 247Sports
team recruiting score of 246.85
and are ranked No. 9 nationally.

The addition does not neces-
sarily signal the end of Georgia’s
pursuit of cornerbacks. The Bull-
dogs continue to recruit several
high school prospects at the posi-
tion as they build the class.

Mayo, however, gives Georgia
an experienced starting point.

He will have three seasons of el-
igibility remaining when he signs
with the Bulldogs.
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Falcons agree to S78M

deal with Gervon Dexter Sr.

Field Level Media

The Atlanta Falcons have agreed
to terms on a four-year exten-
sion with defensive tackle Ger-

von Dexter Sr.

The deal is worth $78 million
with $46.5 million guaranteed,

according to reports.

Atlanta obtained the fourth-
year pro from the Chicago Bears
in August for defensive back Clark
Phillips IIT and a 2027 fifth-round

draft pick.

“Gervon is a young, ascending
talent whose power, disruption
and impact along the defensive
line are difficult to find,” Falcons
first-year general manager Ian
Cunningham said. “What’s been
just as impressive is the growth
he’s shown off the field as a man

and a father.

“His passion for the game and
commitment to his teammates
are qualities we value highly, and
we're excited to keep him as an
important part of our defense

moving forward.”

three games.

Dexter has seven tackles and
0.5 sacks through Atlanta’s first

In his Chicago tenure, Dexter
had 115 tackles, 13.5 sacks, 42
quarterback hits and four fumble
recoveries in 49 games (33 starts).

Dexter, who turns 25 on Oct.
5, was a second-round pick (53
overall) in the 2023 draft. Cun-
ningham was Chicago’s assistant
general manager at the time.

Special Photo: Barry Reeger

Atlanta Falcons defensive tackle Gervon Dexter Sr., center, helps bring down
a Pittsburgh balll carrier. The Falcons have agreed to a four-year, $78 million
contract extension with Dexter, including $46.5 million guaranteed.
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River Pointe Golf Club

801 River Pointe Dr.
Albany, GA 31701
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Albany Toys for Tots
announces 2026
golf tournament

Staff Reports

news@albanyherald.com

ALBANY, Ga. — The
Albany-area Toys for Tots
campaign is preparing to tee
off for a cause that reaches
far beyond the golf course.

The organization will host
its 2026 Toys for Tots Golf
Tournament on Friday, Octo-
ber 9, 2026, at River Pointe
Golf Club, bringing golfers,
community supporters and
local businesses together to
help provide Christmas gifts
to children throughout the
Albany area and surround-
ing communities.

The tournament will fea-
ture a four-person scramble,
with registration beginning
at 11 a.m. and lunch included.
The shotgun start is sched-
uled for 1 p.m.

The entry fee is $85 per
player, and participants are
encouraged to bring a new,
unwrapped toy to support
the Toys for Tots mission.

More Than a
Golf Tournament

While the event promises
a day of competition and fel-
lowship, organizers say its
ultimate purpose is to help
ensure local children expe-
rience the joy of Christmas.

Toys for Tots works with
community partners, busi-
nesses, volunteers and do-
nors to collect and distrib-
ute new toys to children and
families who may otherwise
have limited resources dur-
ing the holiday season.

The Albany campaign
has developed into a ma-
jor community effort, with
volunteers and organiza-
tions across the area working
together to make the holi-
day season brighter for lo-
cal children. The campaign
was also recognized as the
2025 National Campaign of

the Year, highlighting the
impact of the Albany com-
munity’s support.
“Every toy, every volun-
teer hour and every dona-
tion makes a difference,”
organizers emphasize. “This
is a community coming to-
gether to make Christmas
special for children.”
Community Support Makes
the Difference
The golf tournament pro-
vides another opportunity
for individuals, businesses
and organizations to be-
come directly involved in
the campaign.
Participants can enjoy a
day on the course while help-
ing raise awareness and re-
sources for Toys for Tots.
Organizers are also encour-
aging businesses and com-
munity members who may
not be golfers to support the
campaign through toy do-
nations, sponsorships and
volunteer opportunities.
The tournament will be
held at:
River Pointe Golf Club
801 River Pointe Drive
Albany, GA 31701
(229) 883-4885

Registration begins at

11 a.m., followed by lunch

and the 1 p.m. shotgun
start.

Those interested in par-
ticipating or learning more
about the Albany Toys for
Tots campaign can visit Al-
bany Toys for Tots[].

One Round of Golf. Thou-
sands of Smiles.

For Toys for Tots organiz-
ers, the tournament repre-
sents more than a day of golf.
It is another opportunity
for Albany and surround-
ing communities to dem-
onstrate what can happen
when people come together
around a common mission:
helping make Christmas pos-
sible for children in need.

Dream complete sweep of Mystics

Field Level Media

Allisha Gray posted team
highs of 22 points and four
steals; Jordin Canada had a
stellar all-around performance,
and the Atlanta Dream de-
feated the host Washington
Mystics 93-75 to sweep their
first-round playoff series on
Wednesday.

Canada, who had 10 points
and 10 assists in Atlanta’s Game
1 win, came through again with
19 points, 11 assists, seven re-
bounds, three steals and four
3-pointers to steer the Dream
in Game 2.

The fourth-seeded Dream
earned their first semifinal bid
since 2018 and will take on the
eighth-seed New York Liberty
in a series that begins Sunday.
The fifth-seeded Mystics saw
an early end to their first play-
off appearance since 2023.

Angel Reese and Rhyne How-
ard tallied 15 points apiece and
Naz Hillmon added 10 for the
Dream, who scored 23 points
off 19 Washington turnovers
in a continuation of the theme
from Game 1.

The Dream also survived foul
trouble in a game that featured
53 combined personal fouls.
Howard fouled out and six other
players across both teams fin-
ished with four. Atlanta went
20 of 22 on free throws to com-
plement 13-for-32 shooting
(40.6%) from 3-point range.

Sonia Citron led all scor-
ers with 25 points and added
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Atlanta Dream guard Jordin Canada drives against Washington during Game 2 of their
first-round playoff series Wednesday. Canada finished with 19 points, 11 assists and seven
rebounds as the Dream won 93-75 to complete the series sweep.

seven boards for the Mystics.
Kiki Iriafen put up 15 points
and 16 rebounds, Michaela
Onyenwere scored 12 and Cas-
sandre Prosper pitched in 10
points off the bench.

The Dream never trailed, but
the Mystics whittled a 15-point
gap down to three when Pros-
per hit a third-chance bucket
with 9:14 to play.

Canada chucked a full-court
pass to Reese for an immedi-
ate response. That prompted
a 13-0 Atlanta run featuring
consecutive buckets from Hill-
mon, a long 2-pointer from
Howard and a triple by Can-

ada from the right elbow to
make it 78-62. The Mystics
went scoreless for more than
three minutes and never got
closer than 13 from then on.

The Dream led 24-17 after
one period and notched their
first double-digit lead 10 sec-
onds into the second on Hill-
mon’s triple.

Canada assisted a pair of
3-pointers, including on a strong
dribble-drive and kick to the
corner for DeWanna Bonner,
as Atlanta built a 36-23 lead
with 4:01 to go in the half.

Shakira Austin’s hook shot
and 3-pointer pulled the Mys-

tics within eight, only for the
Dream to respond with an-
other Hillmon trey and Re-
ese’s open layup off Te-Hina
Paopao’s steal.

Washington proceeded to
end the half on a 7-0 run,
and Citron’s midrange shot
beat the buzzer to cut the gap
to 41-35.

Again, the Dream grew a
double-digit lead, the larg-
est coming at 63-48 on How-
ard’s three-point play at the
2:43 mark of the third. And
again, the Mystics went on
a quarter-closing run, scor-
ing 10 of the final 12 points

Georgia Bulldogs: Good vs. perfect

By W. Michael Lawson
lawson.wm@gmail.com

I have a dear friend (our
friend group calls him
Miami Jones, among other
things) who likes to quote
an aphorism by Voltaire
when encouraging others to,
“Do not let the perfect be the
enemy of the good.” It is
sage advice. Most of us have
heard that utterance or
something close to it. In fact,
Montesquieu, Shakespeare
(King Lear), and even the
Chinese have similar prov-
erbs or exhortations that
make the same point. The
phrase suggests that, in the
pursuit of excellence, reach-
ing perfection may be
impossible, but the pursuit
of that perfection should not
prevent us from recognizing
good work. After our Geor-
gia Bulldogs gave Oklahoma
the work last week, it might
do us some good to sit and
chew on this.

Like many, this writer
came into the season with
high hopes, coupled with a
sense of resignation to the
foibles and fixtures of hav-
ing Mike Bobo as the
OUensive Coordinator, a
physically limited Gunner
Stockton at Quarterback,
and the seemingly ubiqui-
tous Stacy Searels in the
Offensive Line group room.
In short, the expectation
was a championship-calibre
team that will probably be
limited in predictable ways
due to past performance. As
a fan that last part can be
frustrating.

And that sentiment
popped up this past week
after Georgia “swept the leg”
in Athens on Saturday. It
seems pernicious and enti-
tled for fans to complain

about winning a home game
(41-13). It seems especially
entitled when that team is
the Oklahoma Sooners. Yet,
there were many grumbles
coming from Dawg Nation
after the win due to the
anorexic and drunken offen-
sive performance in the 2nd
half. Those grumbles weren’t
without merit.

In fact, the oUense didn’t
really play all that well most
of the game. That unit hit 4
or 5 explosive plays that
made up most of the pro-
duction. The offense only
garnered 177 passing yards,
was 3-for-12 on third-down
conversions, and had two
turnovers.

The 2nd half was mostly
atrocious. That unit had a
17% success rate in the 2nd
half. This involved a short
field turnover that resulted
in a field goal, a long pass to
Talyn Taylor that ended in a
field goal, and that marvel-
ous 54-yard TD run by
Dwight “Peanut Phillips.
Without those two long
plays in the 2nd half, the
offense averaged 2.1 yards
per play with an 11% success
rate and had two turnovers.
That’s not perfect. That’s not
good. That’s just bad foot-
ball.

In discussing this with my
cousin this weekend (we call
him Cousin Kregg), we
agreed that the first thing
you have to do is tip the cap
to Oklahoma’s defense. They
had a lot to do with those
terrible 2nd half results. So,
good for them. But we're a
championship-level team.
Fans are right to say and
know that it shouldn’t look
like that. Ever.

If you have read this col-
umn enough, you know how

I feel about Coach Bobo. I'll
always love him for his play-
ing days, but he is an incred-
ibly inconsistent OU’ensive
Coordinator who usually
can’t recruit elite Quarter-
back talent and, even when
he does (see: Stafford and
Murray), there is little devel-
opment. He will give you
some great play calling at
times, some good, some
bad, and some outright loss-
es. Just depends on the
week, game, half, quarter,
or series. It’'s always been
that way.

And you know what, “So
What!”. One of the things
that has been percolating
lately is this feeling of not
being able to enjoy the hal-
cyon years of the Georgia
Football program. The
1940s were a special time for
this program. The late 70s
and early 80s were an elite
time. But neither of those
epochs compares to what we
are living right now. It is the
greatest 10- year period in
the history of Georgia Bull-
dog football that has ever
been known.

As fans, do we want to
focus on the garbage 3rd
quarter results in a game
that was a complete and
utter demolition of a storied
opponent? Should we dis-
sect the discrepancies and
ineUiciencies of an other-
wise “chamber of com-
merce” type of day for our
Dawgs in The Classic City?
I say no!

I'm doing my best Stuart
Smalley and looking into the
proverbial mirror while typ-
ing this. I don’t want to let
the imperfections of limita-
tion rob me of joy as we
watch Coach Kirby Smart
and his Junkyard Dawgs

Michael Lawson

run roughshod through
another SEC season. As
Coach Smart said, “We will
not be the hunted. We will
do the hunting.” There’s joy
in hearing our coach say
those words and mean it.

The Commodores of
Vanderbilt are the next
scheduled offering “Between
the Hedges” this Saturday.
They bring with them the
latest 5-star Quarterback
recruit to spurn Coach Bobo
on signing day and there will
be a lot of attention paid to
that aspect of this game.

But as fans, as we get into
the teeth of the schedule...at
Bama, Florida in ATL, at Ole
Miss...let’s not lose sight of
the fact that we are witness-
ing the greatest coach in
Georgia Football history
molly-whop SEC teams on a
weekly basis. It’s a glorious
thing.

Let’s not let the fact that
the team isn’t perfect keep
us from enjoying the reso-
nant fact that they are the
best we've ever seen over
this last decade. And if the
oUense ever does apologize
for looking like a directional
school, we'll just tell them
what our friend Sloff Dizzle
says, “Don’t be sorry. Be bet-
ter.”

As the Chinese proverb
goes, “Better a diamond
with a flaw than a pebble
without one.” Vandy will
find that out on Saturday.
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EARTHWEEK

By Steve Newman

Dusted Earth

Diary of a Changing World

Earth appears to be get-
ting less dusty, and the
change is bringing both ben-
efits and unexpected costs.

UCLA researchers esti-
mate that the amount of min-
eral dust in the atmosphere
fell by about 10% over two
decades, potentially im-
proving air quality for hun-
dreds of millions of people
exposed to dust storms and
windblown particles.

But dust also provides a
small cooling effect by re-
flecting sunlight back into
space, meaning its decline
may be adding slightly to
global warming.

Dust also carries vital nu-
trients such as iron and phos-

phorus across continents and
oceans, helping sustain eco-
systems far from major dust-
producing regions.
Earthquakes
‘ A late-night quake
near Tokyo awak-
‘b ened many resi-
dents around the
Japanese capital.
e Other earth movements
were felt in New Caledonia’s
Loyalty Islands, the Kazakh-
stan-Kyrgyzstan border area,
the Russian Black Sea city
of Sochi and the eastern Do-
minican Republic.
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Kelvin Wave
A slow-moving swell of

warm Pacific water gener-
ated by the intensifying El
Nifio is heading toward Cal-
ifornia, quietly raising the
ocean level before the winter
storm season arrives.
Known as a Kelvin wave,
the immense pulse can lift
coastal sea levels by sever-
al inches as it travels north
along the American coast.
That higher sea level may
become especially danger-
ous when combined with
king tides, storm surges and
the large waves often associ-
ated with a strong EI Nifo.
California officials are
already preparing for flood-
ing, erosion and landslides
as forecasters warn that the
developing El Nifio could be
among the strongest ever.
Long-term sea-level rise
from global warming means
these surges now hit from a
higher baseline than before.
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Sardine Crisis

Tropical Cyclones
Hurricane ~ Polo
made landfall on
the Baja California
peninsula, knock-

ing out power as it brought

life-threatening rain and
winds to northwestern Mex-
ico. Its tropical moisture also
triggered widespread flood-
ing across the southwestern

United States.

* Hurricane Rachel skirt-
ed Mexico’s Pacific coast.

* Hawaii’s Big Island was
soaked by Hurricane Nolo.

e Typhoon Surigae be-
came the second such storm
to skirt Japan’s Honshu Is-
land in just over a week.

* Tropical Storm Gonzalo
formed briefly near the Cape
Verde Islands.

due to global warming.

A mysterious wave of sardine deaths
along southern Africa has intensified
fears for one of the continent’s most en-

with too little food after a virus-driven
die-off spread along much of the coast.
South African authorities say pilchard herpesvirus is
the leading explanation, but they still do not know how
badly the sardine population has been reduced.
The mass deaths appear to have eased, but scientists
say the true impact will not be known until a major sar-
dine survey is completed later this year.

Northern lItaly’s Ventina glacier has almost disappeared since 2009 (left)
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Vanishing Ice

More than 5% of Switzer-
land’s remaining glacier ice
vanished during 2026 after a
winter with little snow was
followed by an exceptional-
ly hot, dry summer.

The Rhone, Aletsch and
Clariden glaciers suffered
their greatest melt on record,
while several smaller gla-
ciers just disappeared.

Average glacier thick-
ness fell by 8 to 13 feet, with
some glacier tongues losing
as much as 33 feet.

Swiss researchers say
nearly 20% of the country’s
glacier volume has disap-
peared in just five years.

For a record 76 days,

dangered seabirds. -105°

African penguins depend on sardines Vostok summer heat pushed the
and anchovies, and conservationists wor-  Station, freezing }evel above 1'3 000
ry that continued fishing could leave them Antarctica  feet,leaving even the highest

glaciers without their normal
protective Snow cover.

Eruptions
&

Mount Etna’s ongo-
ing bursts of ash re-
peatedly halted air
traffic again at Sic-
ily’s Catania airport, includ-
ing a three-day shutdown.

* Shiveluch volcano on
Russia’s Kamchatka Pen-
insula blasted ash up to 5.3
miles into the atmosphere,
prompting an aviation alert.

Dist. by: Andrews McMeel Syndication
O©MMXXVI Earth Environment Service
earthweek.substack.com
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LEADERS’

cies responded to the disaster.
His military career had taught
him how to organize air op-
erations. Albany needed that
experience.

“We doubled up on our dis-
patchers,” McCracken recalled.
After his shift, he said, he head-
ed to the airport to help man-
age the response.

That willingness to keep work-
ing is part of a service record re-
cently recognized with the Civil
Air Patrol’s 50 Year Achieve-
ment Award. Combined with
his 20 years in the U.S. Air
Force, Lt. Col. McCracken’s re-
cord totals 70 years of military
and volunteer service.

The recognition honors de-
cades spent searching for miss-
ing aircraft, coordinating emer-
gency missions, mentoring
cadets and helping the com-
munity he first encountered as
ayoung airman in 1955.

“I still have a love for Alba-
ny and Georgia,” he said of
the community where he and
his wife, Anna, chose to settle
after his military retirement.

At the squadron’s award cer-
emony, Anna’s own decades of
service were recognized, too.
She had never been a Civil Air
Patrol member. But when calls
came about missing airplanes,
crashed aircraft or other mis-
sions, she was often the first
point of contact.

“She’s the one that always
answered the telephone,” Mc-
Cracken said.

Anna McCracken received a
special award recognizing 50
years of that support, he said,
though she had been answering
calls since his Air Force days.

McCracken’s path to service
began even before his military
career. Growing up in western

in Civil Air Patrol before en-
listing in the Air Force at 17
in September 1955. His uncle,
Grant McCracken, a World War
IT B-17 gunner, helped inspire
that decision.

By December, McCracken had
arrived at Turner Air Force Base
in Albany. Assignments later
took him to places including
Labrador, Thailand, Italy and
Vietnam, but Albany became
the place he and Anna chose
to make their home.

In Vietnam, McCracken said,
he worked as a command con-
troller for AC-47 aircraft dur-
ing the Tet Offensive. He re-
called remaining at his post as
the air base came under rocket
attack. His service earned him
a Bronze Star.

Command and control meant
knowing where aircraft were
needed and helping get them
there. That experience later car-
ried into civilian emergencies.

“I had a background in air
operations, so there were many
ways my skills were utilized,”
he said.

After retiring from the Air
Force in 1975, McCracken re-
turned to Albany and learned
that the city had a Civil Air
Patrol squadron. A member
recruited him into the orga-
nization.

He went on to serve as squad-
ron commander, group com-
mander and in positions at
the wing level. He spent about
30 years as a search-and-res-
cue pilot before ear problems
forced him to retire from fly-
ing, he said.

His responsibilities also de-
veloped into those of a senior
incident commander, qualified
to manage missions across state
lines. During the 1994 flood,
those skills served the same
community he was helping
as a senior supervisor at the

“I'worked that for as long as
it went on,” he said.

“In the Flood of '94, we worked
12-hour shifts,” McCracken
said. “We doubled up on our
dispatchers, so I was super-
visor out there, and after my
shift at the 911 center, I went
out to the airport and was the
senior incident commander,
managing requests put in by
the Air Force, the state and the
federal government.”

His work in Albany extend-
ed to Code Enforcement as the
city’s false alarm administra-
tor. He also recalled helping
establish a drug prevention
and gang intervention effort
involving several Albany mid-
dle schools, bringing Civil Air
Patrol’s emphasis on disci-
pline and leadership into stu-
dents’ lives.

Of all those responsibilities,
McCracken said working with
young people remains one of
the most meaningful to him.

When he was squadron com-
mander, McCracken recalled,
the unit had 19 adult members
and 36 cadets. He watched
young people learn, take on
responsibility and move into
careers of their own.

“That to me is one of the great-
est things about working with
young people, providing them
the ability to be the future lead-
ers of our country,” he said.

Recently, a former cadet re-
turned to a squadron meeting
after entering the Air Force. The
young man had become an elec-
tronics technician working on
F-16s. The cadet, McCracken
said, came back to thank him.

“He said that all that train-
ing he got in the Civil Air Pa-
trol helped him when he went
into the Air Force,” McCracken
recalled.

Then McCracken asked where
the young airman was going

“I was in Aviano in 1958,”
McCracken told him.

The assignment connected
a new airman’s future with a
place in McCracken’s own past
— including one of his favorite
memories. While serving there,
he recalled, an operations of-
ficer who flew an F-100 of-
fered him an orientation ride.
McCracken, known as “Mac,”
accepted.

They flew over the Alps. Then
came another offer.

“How would you like to break
the sound barrier?” McCracken
recalled the pilot asking.

He said yes.

The flight earned him a cer-
tificate commemorating the ex-
perience, he said, and a story
he still enjoys telling.

His ambition to become a
pilot took longer to fulfill. His
eyesight had kept him from Air
Force pilot training, but while
stationed in Thailand in 1974
and 1975, a friend helped him
join a flying club sponsored by
the Royal Thai Air Force.

He learned in a Chipmunk
airplane, earned a Thai pilot’s
license and later converted it
to a U.S. license, he said.

“That was something that

Cracken said.

The desire has not left him.

“Every time I look up and
see blue skies, I say, ‘Geez, 1
want to be up there’,” he said.

Today, his contribution in-
creasingly involves preparing
others to do the work. McCrack-
en said he trains members in
emergency services and mis-
sion management, helping en-
sure they are qualified when a
request for assistance arrives.
He also participates in a na-
tional radio communications
network, practicing the con-
nections that can become es-
sential when disasters disrupt
ordinary communications.

McCracken is still finding
new ways to serve. He plans to
become an instructor, support-
ing CAP’s science, technology,
engineering and mathematics
education programs.

“I'm fixing to sign up for that,”
he said.

There are opportunities for
young people to begin their
own involvement, too. CAP
accepts new cadets ages 12-
18 into a program focused on
leadership, aerospace educa-
tion, fitness and character. Ca-
dets can take part in activities

aviation experiences. CAP’s
national program offers free
orientation flights to cadets
younger than 18.

The Albany Composite Squad-
ron lists weekly meetings at 7
p.m. Tuesdays at Southwest
Georgia Regional Airport, 3905
Newton Road. McCracken said
the squadron meets in the old
airport fire station; prospec-
tive visitors should coordinate
with the unit because access is
restricted.

For him, the point of those
meetings reaches well beyond
aviation: “That’s one of my
joys: seeing the young people
evolve into leaders,” he said.
“We train leaders.”

And after decades of answer-
ing calls to serve, he says he be-
lieves there is work for every-
one in Albany to do — whether
helping people experiencing
homelessness, organizing food
drives or joining a community
organization.

“Well, I'm proud of Albany.
There is so much good going on
here.” McCracken said. “And
every one of us, we need to look
at what we can do to make a
difference in Albany. We can

PROTECT LIFE

ROMOTE LONGEVITY
PRESERVE LAND

DOUGHERTY

AN COWNTY

Dougherty County
Hazard Mitigation Plan
5-Year Update
2025-2030
3rd Public Meeting:
October 9, 2026
8AM-5PM

*** This will be a drop in meeting, please come and go as needed. Formal presentation to occur every 2 hours.

240 Pine Avenue, Suite 300
Albany, Georgia 31701

all serve.”
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How to maximize a
real estate Investment

By Metro

eal estate has long been considered a

RI%ood investment. Whether people are

uying a home they intend to live in

or purchasing investment properties they

hope to flip or rent out, real estate tends
to provide a strong return on investment.

Maximizing the investment value of a
property is wise regardless of how buyers
intend to use it. With that in mind, buyers
can consider these strategies to make the
most of a real estate investment.

» Renovate with ROI in mind. Though
no room of a home in need of work should
be ignored, various studies have identified
the rooms buyers emphasize most when
looking for a new home. Kitchens and pri-
mary suites tend to make the most lasting
impressions on home buyers, and that can
offer a strong return on investment (ROI).
And the good news for homeowners hop-
ing to sell a property they currently own is
that minor kitchen remodels, which require
a smaller financial investment than major
overhauls, offer stronger returns. Accord-
ing to the Cost vs. Value Report 2025 from
the Journal of Light Construction, a minor
kitchen remodel offers an average return of
113 percent compared to a 36 percent av-
erage return for a major upscale remodel.

» Prioritize location. Real estate investors
who aren’t looking to sell but buy can maxi-
mize their investment by prioritizing loca-
tion as they search for properties. Though
the real estate market is ever-changing, the
importance of location remains a constant.
Investopedia notes that a “good” location for
prospective buyers typically is near access
to transportation (be it public transporta-
tion or highways that can help cut down on
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Buyers can consider well-tested strategies to make the most of a real estate investment.

commute times), well-regarded schools, and
community involvement. While the impor-
tance of location is a constant, Investopedia
notes that a given neighborhood’s reputation
can go from “good” to “bad” or vice versa.
Identifying an emerging “good” neighbor-
hood can be a tall order, but prospective
real estate investors are urged to consider
a range of variables about each location in
an effort to maximize their investments. Re-
cent investment in local infrastructure and
a growth in local employment opportuni-
ties are two variables that can help a given
area quickly transform into a place people
want to live.

« Sell at the right time. When selling a

home with the intent of maximizing a real
estate investment, it’s important that own-
ers recognize certain times of year are bet-
ter for sellers than others. A 2024 report
from the real estate curator ATTOM indi-
cated that listing a property in May, Feb-
ruary or April can yield the best returns for
sellers. May is a particularly good time to
sell, as the ATTOM analysis of 59 million
home sales between 2011 and 2023 found
that homes sold in May sold for 13.1 percent
above market value, which was the highest
of any month.

Real estate has long been considered a
great investment, and various strategies can
help investors bolster their returns.

SURVEY FINDS STORM-READY AMERICANS
ARE MISSING KEY STEP IN REPAIR PREP

(StatePoint) Most homeowners feel
reasonably ready for storms this time of
year. In a new national survey, the T-Rex
Tape Storm Readiness Report, more than
half (63%) confidently rate their home’s
preparedness for storms a 7 out of 10 or
higher. While Americans are close to
storm-ready, the research suggests the
real test comes after severe weather
strikes.

“We wanted to look past the checklist
people already know and understand
readiness once storm damage actually
happens,” Kerry Haugh, director of Prod-
uct Marketing for T-Rex Brand, says.
“Forty-eight percent have tested batteries
for emergency devices and 45% trimmed
trees around their home. Preparing and
protecting homes is top of mind. What we
found though is there’s a gap between
preparedness and readiness.”

The Missing Repair Step
Eight in 10 Americans have experienced

unexpected home damage that required a
repair, and nearly half (43%) say it’s hap-
pening more often compared to five years
ago, citing aging homes and severe weath-
er as the top reasons. Yet only 30% say
they have organized their repair tools as
part of their storm preparation, and just
51% say emergency storm supplies would
be easy to find.

The Fix-It-Fast Instinct

Most feel confident tackling storm-
related repairs themselves: 58% are com-
fortable sealing a small leak to keep water
out, and 46% are comfortable securing a
broken window or door. There’s also an
instinct to respond quickly: More than
half fix storm damage within 24 hours of
noticing it. On the other hand, a third say
damage has grown larger or more expen-
sive at some point simply because they
waited too long to address it.

When asked what delays a repair, cost
and the need to hire a professional rank

RF MBX
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Linda C. Turpin
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highest, but 24% point to not having the
right supplies and 20% cite not having the
right tools.

Reaching for the Wrong Tool

Fifty-nine percent of Americans are
aware that, unlike traditional duct tape,
repair tape is designed for heavy-duty
repairs, like patching, sealing and water-
proofing. They also have specific stan-
dards for what it should do: 59% expect
repair tape to keep water out, and 56%
expect it to hold through the rain.

What’s surprising is that while duct
tape is stocked in 69% of emergency
storm Kkits, waterproof repair tape, built
for extreme weather conditions, is includ-
ed in only 37%. When storm damage
strikes, 75% of Americans have used duct
tape because it was the only tool available
and 63% reached for it during storm-
related repairs, more than any other
option they had handy.

A Tape Made for the Moment

This repair gap is the idea behind T-Rex
Brand’s evolution of tape: Unexpected
repairs are on the rise, so the tape built to
handle them had to change. T-Rex Fero-
ciously Strong Waterproof and Repair
Tape is a versatile, fix-all for any environ-
ment. Its Flex-to-Fit Technology and a
solventless UV acrylic adhesive grip wet,
rough surfaces, like concrete, metal and
wood, seal out water, air and moisture,
and even work under water. The tape has
a strong hold in extreme temperatures
until a permanent repair is possible.

For more information about T-Rex
Tape, visit https://www.trextape.com/
why-t-rex.

“Americans can be closer to storm-
ready by making a few simple changes to
how they prepare, like having the right
supplies within reach,” Haugh says. “Peak
storm season is a good reminder that
being ready is also about being resource-
ful when the unexpected happens.”

Special Photo: StatePoint
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The complexity of a housing fransaction
inspires the vast majority of buyers and sell-
ers to seek expert assistance.

How to find the
right real estate
professional

By Metro

uying and selling a home are multi-
faceted processes that often are made

much easier with the help of a qualified
real estate professional. Indeed, the complex-
ity of a housing transaction inspires the vast
majority of buyers and sellers to seek expert
assistance.

Data from the National Association of Re-
altors 2025 Profile of Home Buyers and Sell-
ers indicates that 88 percent of buyers and
91 percent of sellers use a real estate agent
to facilitate their transactions. However,
one must first navigate the vast landscape
of licensed professionals, and selection of
the right professional is crucial. Here’s how
to do just that.

Seek personal referrals

One of the first places to start is with friends,
neighbors or family members. Housingwire
says about 40 percent of people find their
agents through a referral. A personal refer-
ral typically offers insight about real estate
pros that can inform if the person is com-
municative and reliable. Superior negotia-
tion skills also might be best advertised by
former clients than online profiles.

Prioritize experience

A professional’s level of experience is im-
portant. The market often is saturated with
part-time or inexperienced intermediaries
because the industry typically has low bar-
riers to entry and relies on fixed commission
structures. Although there are some anoma-
lies, veteran real estate pros who have been
active for many years tend to close sales more
successfully than novices. HomeLight data
suggests top-performing professionals can
sell homes for up to 10 percent more than
average.

Look through online platforms

Rely on platforms like Zillow, Realtor.com
and others to review sales history, special-
ties and client feedback. Also read online
biographies to narrow down prospects who
seem like they will be the right fit.

Prepare questions

It’s wise to interview a couple of profession-
als before settling on one. The NAR urges
individuals to prioritize experience, honesty
and trustworthiness. When interviewing, ask
about current client load, marketing strat-
egies, experience, and how a professional
handles challenges like bidding wars or low
inventory. Pay attention to details to deter-
mine if a pro has a handle on local market
knowledge, including current trends.

Trust your instincts

Sometimes buyers and sellers ultimate-
ly go with what their gut is telling them. If
a professional gives off the right vibes and
seems to gel with your style and goals, then
that may be the person for you.

Buying and selling a home is made more
manageable with the guidance of a real es-
tate professional who will be there every
step of the way.

To list your next Feature Home,
please contact Phil Cody
for a price quote.
229-888-9300 or email
phil.cody@albanyherald.com

BUYERS
SELLERS
INVESTORS

&
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www.vgriffin.com
vgriffin@vgriffin.com

Re/Max of Albany
1819 Dawson Rd.
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VICKIE GILES-GRIFFIN
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HUNTING

SEASON DATES

Bear Firearms: (southern) October 3, 8 -10
Quail (Falconry): October 1- March 15
Rabbit (Falconry): October 1 - March 15
Canada Goose: October 10 - 25
Coot (Falconry): October 10 - 25
Duck: October 10 - 25
Snow Goose & White-Fronted Goose: October 10 - 25
Deer Primitive Weapons & Youth Only: October 10 - 16
Deer Firearms: October 17- Jan 10

STAY SAFE WHILE HUNTING:

Follow the ‘Ten Commandiments’

By Tom Seegmueller
news@albanyherald.com

ALBANY - One of the greatest chal-
lenges in writing about the outdoors
for more than three decades is to write
about new and exciting topics. Unfortu-
nately, that’s hard to do when it comes
to hunting accidents. At the risk of be-
coming repetitious, some stories need
to be told and retold until they are no
longer relevant.

The majority of hunting accidents do
not occur because someone did some-
thing that they did not know was wrong,.
Instead, they occur because someone
knew something was wrong yet pro-
ceeded to do it anyway. Data provided
by the International Hunter Education
Association indicate poor judgment is
the contributing factor in 42.9% of re-
ported hunting accidents.

Inexperience, fatigue or distraction,
poor weather and visibility, as well as
the lack of proper safety gear are other
contributing factors.

By definition a hunting accident or
incident is when someone sustains an
injury, whether fatal or not, during
hunting activities. In an effort to reduce
hunting accidents, the state of New
York enacted a law in 1949 requiring
all first-time hunters under the age of
16 to complete a firearms safety course
before obtaining a hunting license. At
the time this precedent-breaking law
also required new hunters to receive
training related to state and federal
game laws, wildlife conservation, and
ethical hunting practices.

Following the success of the New
York program, other states began to
implement their own hunter safety
programs. Today, 49 states and the
District of Columbia have mandatory
hunter safety courses. Requirements
are not uniform, with age requirements
and firearms training being variables.

The state of Montana is the only ex-
ception, allowing any person aged 18
or over to purchase a hunting license
without completing a hunter educa-
tion course. However, the state offers

safety programs to those that choose
to participate.

The Georgia hunter education program
was initiated in 1964 and has trained
more than a half-million people to be
safe and ethical hunters. In Georgia,
hunters 11 years old and younger are
not required to take a hunter education
course. However, they cannot hunt un-
less they are under direct supervision,
within sight or hearing of a licensed
adult 18 years old or older.

It is also unlawful for an adult to
permit their child or ward 11 years
old or younger to hunt without adult
supervision.

Hunter certification requirements in
Georgia vary by age. Hunters between
12-15 must complete a hunter educa-
tion course prior to hunting unless they
are under the direct supervision of an
adult. It is also unlawful for an adult
to permit them from hunting without
adult supervision unless they have a
hunter education certificate with them
while hunting.

Hunters ages 16-25 must present a
hunter education certificate when pur-
chasing a seasonal hunting license and
must have their certificate with them
while hunting.

Hunters 26 and older and born after
Jan. 1, 1961 must meet hunter educa-
tion course requirements but do not
need to present their certificate when
buying their seasonal hunting license
or possess it while hunting.

Hunter education is not required to
hunt on one’s own land or the land of
a parent or guardian. Courses are of-
fered in person across the state and are
also available online. A variety of ap-
proved online courses can be found at
georgiawildlife.com/hunting/hunter-
education. Some of these courses have
fees associated with them. However,
free courses are available online and
in-person.

Pennsylvania is also credited with
creating the “Ten Commandments of
Hunter Safety,” which today is con-
sidered to be the focal point of every
hunter safety program in the country.

The Ten Commandments of Gun Safe-
ty are the foundation of each of these
courses for a good reason. Following
these simple mandates make it highly
unlikely that you will be the cause of a
firearm-related accident:

1. Treat every gun as if it were loaded.

2. Be sure the muzzle is pointed in a
safe direction.

3. Unload all guns when they are not
being used.

4. Be sure the barrel is free from ob-
structions.

5. Be sure of your target and what is
behind it before you pull the trigger.

6. Never point a gun at anything you
do not want to shoot.

7. Never climb a fence or tree or jump
a ditch with a loaded gun.

8. Never shoot at a flat hard surface
or water

9. Store guns and ammunition sepa-
rately, beyond the reach of children.

10. Avoid alcohol or drugs before and
while shooting or hunting.

It is also important for a hunter to
know how a firearm operates, that he
or she is using the appropriate ammu-
nition, and the firearm is in safe operat-
ing condition. Hunter safety programs
have resulted in a significant decrease
in firearm-related accidents. The pro-
grams are credited with bringing ac-
cidental fatalities down by 42% over
the last 20 years.

The National Safety Council reports
the odds of dying from an accidental
gun discharge in the U.S. are 1in 7,998.
When narrowed down to firearms
deaths related to hunting, the odds are
even lower. Hunting accidents in the
U.S. now average 464 annually, with
fewer than an average of 63 of these
being fatal.

These statistics are amazing when
considering more than 15.2 million
hunters were licensed to hunt in the
U.S. last year. However, these statis-
tics are still too high, considering each
of these accidents was preventable if
someone had chosen to follow the Ten
Commandments of Firearm Safety.

Special Photo
Most hunt-
ing acci-
dents
involve
free
stands.

Special Photo
Hunter
preparation
should
involve a
safety plan.

Tree stand safety is vital to hunter safety

By Tom Seegmueller
news@albanyherald.com

en Pennsylvania first implemented

its hunter safety program, firearm
accidents,were the leading cause of
hunting-related accidents in the United States.

In the late 1960s and early 1970s, the advent
of commercial ladder stands and crude climb-
ing stands changed that. Deer hunters were
suddenly taking their hunting experiences to
new heights.

During this era, hunters discovered that if
they built even the crudest ladder or platform
stand elevating them eight or more feet above
the ground, they were relatively “invisible”
to passing whitetail deer. As the word of this
phenomenon spread, a variety of commercial
ladder and climbing stands became available.

As is the case with most new technology,
some products are safer than others. The
Baker Treestand Co. in northeast Georgia
was one of the first enterprises to capitalize on
the phenomenon. It was also probably one of
the most dangerous commercial stands ever
manufactured. With no climbing bar or safety
straps, many hunters became unwilling riders
on “Baker’s Slide.”

Poorly designed ladder stands weren’t much
safer. Within a decade, tree stand accidents

were exceeding firearms accidents during the
course of the average deer season in the United
States. The whitetail deer that survived the first
generation of elevated hunting soon learned
to look up in search of overhead threats. This
adaptation in deer behavior was a modern-
day example of the theory of “survival of the
fittest” outlined in Darwin’s Theory of Natu-
ral Selection.

In response, hunters adapted by seeking
ever higher elevations to hang their stands.
These actions also provided a literal example
to the Euripidean philosophy: “The greater
the height, the greater the fall.”

As stand heights increased, so did the level
of trauma seen in emergency rooms from ac-
cidents associated with tree stand accidents.
Eighteen of the 24 hunting incidents reported
in Georgia last year were associated with tree
stands, two resulting in fatalities.

Saddle hunting systems are the latest ad-
vance in tree stand technology, and the quest
for new hunting heights. The system has sev-
eral advantages over traditional hanging and
ladder stands. The approach is minimalistic,
reducing hardware down to a small foot plat-
form, which is similar to the safety harness
recommended for all elevated stands. Addi-
tional climbing aids and a tether rope com-

plete the basic set-up.

These components fit into a stash bag, al-
lowing them to be carried quietly to the tree
selected as a stand site. The hunter scales
the chosen tree in a manner that resembles a
lineman climbing a utility pole. With a saddle
system, there is flexibility in not only the tree
selected but the height as well. Stand heights
approaching 20 feet or more are now possible.
Higher or lower heights are easily achieved
as the cover, shot, and comfort level dictate.

In response to the dangers associated with
tree stands, most hunter safety courses now
include tree stand safety in the curriculum.
Tree stand safety tips include:

-- When using a non-climbing portable or
ladder stand, hunters should securely fasten
the stand to the tree and install ladders or steps
according to the manufacturer’s directions.

-- Hunters should always wear a fall-arrest
system/full-body harness during ascent and
descent and follow manufacturer’s usage in-
structions. Be aware that single-strap belts
and chest harnesses are no longer recom-
mended and should not be used. Failure to
use a fall-arrest system could result in serious
injury or death.

-- Have in place a plan for rescue, including
the use of cellphones or signal devices that may

be easily reached and used while suspended.
If rescue personnel cannot be notified, hunt-
ers must have an alternate plan for recovery
or escape. Anyone who has to hang suspended
for a period of time before help arrives should
exercise their legs by pushing against the tree
or doing any other form of continuous motion
or use a suspension relief device.

-- Consider personal physical condition before
going out. Those who do not have the ability
to recover or escape from a fall-arrest system
should hunt only from the ground.

-- Hunters should always use a haul line to
pull their gear and unloaded firearm or bow
into their tree stand. Never climb with weap-
ons in hand or on the back. Prior to descend-
ing, lower equipment to the ground on the
opposite side of the tree.

-- Staying awake and alert is important.
Hunters should avoid taking medications that
cause drowsiness prior to hunting. Also, never
use alcohol or drugs before or while hunting.

-- Hunters should always inform someone
where they are hunting and what time they
expect to return.

For more information on tree stands or
hunting-related safety, call (706) 557-3355
or visit GeorgiaWildlife.com/hunting/hunt-
ereducation.
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TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD

CALL 229-888-9300
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8:30 AM -
(Publishes on Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday)

5:00 PM

Albany
Classifieds

REAL ESTATE

FOR RENT

Houses for rent

HOUSE FOR RENT
1203 Waddell Ave., $750
monthly + $750 deposit.
3 BR, 1 bath and laundry

room, AC & heat.
Contact 229-344-2849.
Rental background check
required. No Pets Allowed.

SERVICE
DIRECTORY

Home Repair/
Remodeling
ENHANCED

REMODELING
& DRYWALL

Drywall Repair Services
Popcorn Removal

Level 5 Drywall Finish
Water Damage Repair
Texture Matching

Tape & Float

Moldy Drywall Repair
Demolition

WE DO SMALL
AND BIG JOBS!

229-364-2997
Hernandez
912-432-3016

Residential-C

PAINTING
AND HOME
REPAIR

Tile work,
popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.
Just one call,
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES
229-349-5475

ovations

Albany Legals

Construction/

Service Bids
A-968

INVITATION TO BID

Polymer Flocculants

BID REF. #27-026
Sealed bids will be received by the
City of Albany, Procurement Division,
222 Pine Avenue, Suite 260, Albany,
Georgia, 31701, until 2:30 PM, on
October 28, 2026. Bid documents
can be obtained from the
Procurement Division, the Georgia
Procurement Registry, and at
www.albanyga.gov. For additional
information, contact Joshua Williams,
Procurement Manager, at
jswilliams @albanyga.gov.
\by\ Michael Eaton, Chief Financial
Officer
October 3, 2026

A-957
INVITATION TO BID
Water System Valve Exercising
BID REF. #27-025

Sealed bids will be received by City
of Albany, Procurement Division, 222
Pine Avenue, Suite 260, Albany,
Georgia, 31701, until 2:30 PM on
October 27, 2026. A Pre-Bid
Conference will be held at 10:00 AM
on October 1, at the Procurement
office. A 5% Bid Bond is required for
bid submittal. Bid documents can be
obtained from Procurement, the
Georgia Procurement Registry, and
www.albanyga.gov. For additional
information contact Ricky Gladney,
Buyer | at rgladney @albanyga.gov.
\by\ Michael Eaton, Chief Financial
Officer

October 3, 2026

Debtors &
Creditors
A-930
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND
CREDITORS

STATE OF GEORGIA

COUNTY OF DOUGHERTY

IN RE: ESTATE OF Charles

Emanuel Black, DECEASED

All creditors of the Estate of Charles

Emanuel Black, DECEASED late of

Dougherty County, are hereby

notified to render their demands to

the undersigned according to law,

and all person indebted to said

estate are required to make

immediate payment to me.

Esther Black

2710 Robinson Pointe

Albany, GA 31701

229-881-1803

Executor of Charles Emanuel Black,

deceased

0.C.G.A § 53-7-41 states:

"...Every personal representative

shall, within 60 days from the date of

qualification, publish a notice

directed generally to all of the

creditors of the estate to render an

account of their demands. The notice

shall be published once a week for

four weeks in the official newspaper

of the county in which the personal

representative qualified..."
September 19, 26, October 3, 10,

2026

A-915

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND
CREDITORS

STATE OF GEORGIA

COUNTY OF DOUGHERTY

IN RE: ESTATE OF KATIE J,
EVANS, DECEASED

All creditors of the Estate of Katie J.

Debtors &

Creditors

Evans, deceased, late of Dougherty
County, Georgia, are hereby notified
to render their demands to the
undersigned according to law, and all
persons indebted to said Estate are
required to make immediate payment
to the undersigned.
This 10th day of September, 2026.
Shebreka Jackson
Executor/Administrator of the Estate
of Katie J. Evans, Deceased
c/o Elizabeth R. Gibson, Esq.
Georgia Bar No. 934088
The Givens Gibson Firm, PC
504 North Slappey Boulevard
P.O. Box 50082
Albany, Georgia 31701
Telephone: (229) 329-3840
Email: ergibsonlaw @gmail.com
Estate No.: 2023-ES-420
Elizabeth R. Gibson
The Givens Gibson Firm
State Bar No. 934088
P. O. Box 50082
Albany, GA 31703
(229) 329-3840
ergibson law@gmail.com

September 19, 26, October 3, 10,

2026

A-900

GEORGIA,

DOUGHERTY COUNTY,

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to all creditors

of the Estate of CARMA LETA

SCHOCH, Deceased, to submit an

account of their demands to the

undersigned  within ~ the  time

prescribed by law, and all persons

indebted to the said Estate are

hereby requested to make immediate

payment to the undersigned.

RONDA I. BAILEY, Petitioner 2104

Weymouth Drive Albany, GA 31721
September 12, 19, 26, October 3,

2026

A-932
NOTICE TO DEBTORS &
CREDITORS
All creditors of the Estate of
Debra D. Roney, late of Dougherty
County, deceased, are hereby
notified to render in their demands to
the undersigned according to law,
and all persons indebted to said
Estate are required to make
immediate payment.
This 16th day of September 2026.
DWAIN RONEY
Administrator of the Estate of Debra
D. Roney
DIVINE FINNEY DAVIS, PC
600 N. Jackson Street
Albany, GA 31701
September 19, 26, October 3, 10,
2026

A-946
NOTICE TO DEBTORS &
CREDITORS

Al creditors of the Estate of David
Lee George, late of Dougherty
County, deceased, are hereby
notified to render in their demands to
the undersigned according to law,
and all persons indebted to said
Estate are required to make
immediate payment.

This 22nd day of September
2026.
KAREN K. WALLER
Executor of the Estate of David Lee
George
DIVINE FINNEY DAVIS, PC
600 N. Jackson Street
Albany, GA 31701

September 26, October 3, 10, 17,

2026

A-940

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND

CREDITORS

STATE OF GEORGIA,
COUNTY OF DOUGHERTY
All creditors of the Estate of Carlos
R. Perez, aka Carlos Perez
deceased, late of Dougherty County,
Georgia, are hereby notified to
render their demands to the
undersigned according to law, and all
persons indebted to said estate are
required to make immediate payment
to us.
This 18th day of September 2026.
Maria Lucia Perez
Administrator of the Estate of Carlos
R. Perez aka Carlos Perez
1307 Baker Ave
Albany, GA 31707

September 26, October 3, 10, 17,

2026

A-921
NOTICE
GEORGIA
DOUGHERTY COUNTY
Notice is hereby given to all creditors
of the Estate of Doris King Taylor
James, deceased, to present an
account of their demands to the
undersigned  within  the  time
prescribed by law, and all persons
indebted to the said estate are
hereby requested to make immediate
payment to the undersigned.
Toni Russell and Maria Carter
Executors of the
Estate of Doris King Taylor James
c/o Larry B. Owens, LLC
P.O. Box 352
Albany, GA 31702
(229) 430-9989

September 19, 26, October 3, 10,

2026

A-920
NOTICE
GEORGIA
DOUGHERTY COUNTY
Notice is hereby given to all creditors
of the Estate of Evelyn Carroll
Rogers, deceased, to present an
account of their demands to the
undersigned  within  the  time
prescribed by law, and all persons
indebted to the said estate are
hereby requested to make immediate
payment to the undersigned.
Nancy R. Webb
Executrix of the Estate of Evelyn
Carroll Rogers
c/o Larry B. Owens, LLC
P.O. Box 352
Albany, GA 31702
(229) 430-9989

September 19, 26, October 3, 10,

2026

A-919

NOTICE

GEORGIA

DOUGHERTY COUNTY

Notice is hereby given to all creditors
of the Estate of Sonia Eubanks
Brice, deceased, to present an
account of their demands to the
undersigned  within  the  time
prescribed by law, and all persons
indebted to the said estate are
hereby requested to make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

Louie Charles Baggett

Executor of the Estate of Sonia
Eubanks Brice

c/o Larry B. Owens, LLC

Debtors &

Creditors
P.O. Box 352
Albany, GA 31702
(229) 430-9989
September 19, 26, October 3, 10,
2026

A-948
GEORGIA, DOUGHERTY COUNTY
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND
CREDITORS
All creditors of the estate of
James Curtis Gleaton, deceased,
late of Dougherty County, Georgia
are hereby notified to render in their
demands to the undersigned
according to law and all persons
indebted to said estate are required
to make immediate payment to the
undersigned.
This the 22nd day of September
2026.
Deborah Gleaton Stahl and James
Curtis Gleaton, Jr., Co-Executors of
the Estate of James Curtis Gleaton,
deceased
c/o W. Edward Meeks, Jr.
Georgia Bar 500850
Meeks and Cannon, P.C.
P O Drawer 720
Leesburg, GA 31763
229-759-9111 phone
September 26, October 3, 10, 17,
2026

A-949
GEORGIA, DOUGHERTY COUNTY
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND
CREDITORS
Al creditors of the estate of
Geraldine Phillips Gleaton,
deceased, late of Dougherty County,
Georgia are hereby notified to render
in their demands to the undersigned
according to law and all persons
indebted to said estate are required
to make immediate payment to the
undersigned.
This the 22nd day of September
2026.
Deborah Gleaton Stahl and James
Curtis Gleaton, Jr., Co-Executors of
the Estate
of Geraldine Phillips Gleaton,
deceased
c/o W. Edward Meeks, Jr.
Georgia Bar 500850
Meeks and Cannon, P.C.
P O Drawer 720
Leesburg, GA 31763
229-759-9111 phone
September 26, October 3, 10, 17,
2026

A-927

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND

CREDITORS

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF DOUGHERTY
NOTICE is hereby given to all
debtors and creditors of the Estate of
Gary Thomas Starr of said county,
deceased, to render an account of
their demands to the undersigned
within the time prescribed by law. All
persons indebted to the estate are

hereby  requested to make
immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This 14th day of September 2026.
Linda Holloway Starr, Executor of the
Estate of Gary Thomas Starr
c/o William D. Moorhead Il
MOORHEAD LAW FIRM LLC
314 W. Residence Ave.
Albany, GA 31701

September 19, 26, October 3, 10,

2026

A-906

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND

CREDITORS

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF DOUGHERTY
IN RE: ESTATE OF
MARTHA JO BROWN, DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 2025-ES-407
All creditors of the Estate of Martha
Jo Brown, deceased, late of
Dougherty County, Georgia, are
hereby notified to render their
demands to the undersigned
according to law, and all persons
indebted to said Estate are required
to make immediate payment to the
undersigned.
This 8th day of September, 2026.
Joyce Ann Means Executor of the
Estate of Martha Jo Brown
clo Jeanie K. Tupper, Attorney at
Law
Law Offices of Jeanie K. Tupper,
P.C.
P .0. Box 71371
Albany, Georgia 31708
Telephone: (229) 886-5555
Georgia Bar No. 718660

September 12, 19, 26, October 3,
2026

A-925

DOUGHERTY COUNTY SUPERIOR
COURT
STATE OF GEORGIA
Petitioner: Joseph Stephens
V.
Respondent: Alexis Stephens
Civil Action Case Number:
26CV136-4
NOTICE OF SUMMONS

To: Alexis Stephens, Respondent
Named Above: This notice has been
published to let you know that a
Divorce case was filed against you
in Superior Court on 2/10, 2026. The
court issued an order for service of
summons by publication on 2/10,
2026. You must file an Answer to the
Petition with the clerk of Superior
Court and serve the Petitioner with a
copy of the Answer. The Petitioner's
address is 1903 Churchill Drive
Albany, GA 31721. You must file
your Answer within sixty (60) days of
the date of the order for service by
publication. If you fail to file an
Answer, then a judgment by default
will be taken against you, and the
Petitioner will get everything he
asked for in the Petition for Divorce.
This the 15th day of September,
2026.
Joseph W. Dent, Judge

September 19, 26, October 3, 10,

2026

A-953
DOUGHERTY COUNTY SUPERIOR
COURT
STATE OF GEORGIA
Petitioner: Sabreen Aladoui
V.
Respondent: Ala Aladoui
Civil Action Case Number: 26CV298
NOTICE OF SUMMONS
To: Ala Aladoui, Respondent Named
Above: This notice has been
published to let you know that a
Divorce case was filed against you
in Superior Court on 3/30, 2026. The
court issued an order for service of
summons by publication on 4/20,
2026. You must file an Answer to the
Petition with the clerk of Superior

Divorces

Court and serve the Petitioner with a
copy of the Answer. The Petitioner's
address is 209 Moore Ave Albany,
GA 31705. You must file your
Answer within sixty (60) days of the
date of the order for service by
publication. If you fail to file an
Answer, then a judgment by default
will be taken against you, and the
Petitioner will get everything he
asked for in the Petition for Divorce.
This the 20th day of April, 2026.
Samantha Sebastian Dep. Clerk
September 26, October 3, 10, 17,
2026

Juvenile Court

A-929

PUBLICATION
DOUGHERTY COUNTY JUVENILE
COURT
IN THE MATTER OF: L.M., W/F,
DOB: 12/26/2014
To: Charlene Mateo Vicente,
Francisco Mateo or any other
individual who might be the
biological father of one female
child born to Charlene Mateo
Vicente on December 26, 2014

A petition was filed in this Court
by Social Services Case Supervisor
Treena White, on the 25th day of
August, 2026. The Petition alleges
the above-referenced child to be
dependent according to Georgia law
and seeks termination of your
parental rights, if any. You may
obtain a copy of the Petition, which
sets forth the specific allegations in
detail, from the Clerk of Juvenile
Court of Dougherty County, 225
Pine Avenue, Basement, Juvenile
Court, Albany, Georgia, phone is
229-431-2162.

By authority of an Order for
Service by Publication by the
Judge of said Court on the 9th
day of September, 2026, you are
commanded to be an appear in
the Juvenile Court of Dougherty
County, Georgia, at the Dougherty
County Courthouse located at 225
Pine Avenue, Basement, Juvenile
Court, Albany, Georgia, within
sixty (60) days of said Order for
Service by Publication and on the
17th day of November, 2026, at
9:00 a.m. to then and there make
defense to allegations of the petition,
and to show cause why the prayers
of the petition should not be granted,
and why the said child and all parties
named herein should not be dealt
with according to the provisions of
the law. The hearing is for the
purpose of terminating your
parental rights.

You or any other interested party
may file a written objection or answer
on or before the date and time for the
hearing stated above by filing the
same at the office of the Clerk of
Juvenile Court of Dougherty County,
Georgia, and the Petitioner’s
Attorney, Gregory T. Williams.

Be advised that any biological
father who is not the legal father of
this child shall lose all rights to this
child and shall not be entitled to
object to the termination of his rights
unless within thirty (30) days of
receipt of this notice, he files (1) a
petition to legitimate the child
pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 19-7-22 and
(2) notice of the filing of the Petition
to legitimate with the Dougherty
County Juvenile Court.

Witness the Honorable Valerie
Brown-Williams, Judge of said
Court this 9th day of September,
2026.

Tequila Woods
Clerk of Dougherty County Juvenile
Court
Gregory T. Wiliams
Special Assistant Attorney General
Post Office Box 1113, Camilla,
Georgia 31708
Phone (229) 330-0614, Georgia Bar
Number 443607
September 19, 26, October 3, 10,

2026
A-973
PUBLICATION
DOUGHERTY COUNTY JUVENILE
COURT

IN THE MATTER OF: K.A, B/M,
DOB: 09/08/2021;K.A., B/M, DOB:

09/08/2021; K.A, B/M, DOB:
12/16/2022
To: Roderica Ashberry, Justin

Crapp and any other individual
who might be the biological father
of one male child born to
Roderica Ashberry on December
16, 2022 and two male children
born to Roderica Ashberry on
September 8, 2021.

A petition was filed in this Court

by Social Services Case Supervisor
Treena White, on the 26th day of
June 2026. The Petition alleges the
above-referenced children to be
dependent according to Georgia law
and seeks termination of your
parental rights, if any. You may
obtain a copy of the Petition, which
sets forth the specific allegations in
detail, from the Clerk of Juvenile
Court of Dougherty County, 225
Pine Avenue, Basement, Juvenile
Court, Albany, Georgia, phone is
229-431-2162.
By authority of an Order for
Service by Publication by the
Judge of said Court on the 13th
day of July, 2026, you are
commanded to be an appear in
the Juvenile Court of Dougherty
County, Georgia, at the Dougherty
County Courthouse located at 225
Pine Avenue, Basement, Juvenile
Court, Albany, Georgia, within
sixty (60) days of said Order for
Service by Publication and on the
1st day of December 2026, at 1:00
p.m. to then and there make defense
to allegations of the petition, and to
show cause why the prayers of the
petition should not be granted, and
why the said children and all parties
named herein should not be dealt
with according to the provisions of
the law. The hearing is for the
purpose of terminating your
parental rights.

You or any other interested party
may file a written objection or answer
on or before the date and time for the
hearing stated above by filing the
same at the office of the Clerk of
Juvenile Court of Dougherty County,
Georgia, and the Petitioner’s
Attorney, Gregory T. Williams.

Be advised that any biological
father who is not the legal father of
these children shall lose all rights to
these children and shall not be
entitled to object to the termination of
his rights unless within thirty (30)

Juvenile Court

days of receipt of this notice, he files
(1) a petition to legitimate the
children pursuant to O.C.G.A. §
19-7-22 and (2) notice of the filing of
the Petition to legitimate with the
Dougherty County Juvenile Court.
Witness the Honorable Valerie
Brown-Williams, Judge of said
Court this 13th day of July 2026.
Tequila Woods
Clerk of Dougherty County Juvenile
Court
Gregory T. Williams
Special Assistant Attorney General
Post Office Box 1113, Camilla,
Georgia 31708
Phone (229) 330-0614, Georgia Bar
Number 443607
October 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026

A-942

PUBLICATION
DOUGHERTY COUNTY JUVENILE
COURT

IN THE MATTER OF:

C.L.O, Black/Male, DOB:
03/24/2016;

K.L.O., Black/Male, DOB:
01/07/2022; and

J.E.O, Black/Male, DOB:
09/03/2024.

To: Kourtney Roberts, putative

father of the above referenced
male child born to Tijuana
Alexandious Rahkia Ousley on
03/24/2016.

To: Trell Johnson, putative father
of the above referenced male
child born to Tijuana Alexandious
Rahkia Ousley on 03/24/2016.

To: Keyondre Jatavious Green,
biological father of a male child
born to Tijuana Alexandious
Rahkia Ousley on 01/07/2022.

To: Todd Hanning, putative father
of a male child born to Tijuana
Alexandious Rahkia Ousley on
09/03/2024.

To: “Unknown John Doe” or any
other individual who might be the
biological father of a male child
born to Tijuana Alexandious
Rahkia Ousley on 03/24/2016.

To: “Unknown John Doe” or any
other individual who might be the
biological father of a male child
born to Tijuana Alexandious
Rahkia Ousley on 01/07/2022.

To: “Unknown John Doe” or any
other individual who might be the
biological father of a male child
born to Tijuana Alexandious
Rahkia Ousley on 09/03/2024.

A Petition was filed in this Court

by Social Services Case Manager
Maria Hernandez, on August 22,
2026. The Petition alleges the
above-referenced children to be
dependent according to Georgia law
and seeks termination of your
parental rights, if any. You may
obtain a copy of the Petition, which
sets forth the specific allegations in
detail, from the Clerk of Juvenile
Court of Dougherty County, 225
Pine Avenue, Albany, Georgia,
31701, phone 229-431-2162.
By authority of an Order for
Service by Publication by the
Judge of said Court on the 17th
day of September, 2026, you are
commanded to be an appear in
the Juvenile Court of Dougherty
County, Georgia, located at 225
Pine Avenue, Albany, Georgia,
31701, within sixty (60) days of
said Order for Service by
Publication and on the 26th day of
January, 2027 at 9 o’clock am to
then and there make defense to
allegations of the Petition, and to
show cause why the prayers of the
Petition should not be granted, and
why the said children and all parties
named herein should not be dealt
with according to the provisions of
the law. The hearing is for the
purpose of terminating your
parental rights.

You or any other interested party
may file a written objection or answer
on or before the date and time for the
hearing stated above by filing the
same at the office of the Clerk of
Juvenile Court of Dougherty County,
Georgia, and the Petitioner’'s
Attorney, Jenifer Cummings.

Be advised that any biological
father who is not the legal father of
this child shall lose all rights to this
child and shall not be entitled to
object to the termination of his rights
unless within thirty (30) days of
receipt of this notice, he files (1) a
petition to legitimate the child
pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 19-7-22 and
(2) notice of the filing of the Petition
to legitimate with the Dougherty
County Juvenile Court.

Jenifer E. Cummings
Special Assistant Attorney General
Post Office Box 70191, Albany,
Georgia 31708
Phone (337) 661-9975, Georgia Bar
Number 326291

September 26, October 3, 10, 17,

2026

Name Changes

A-913
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF
Dougherty COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
In re the name change of: Kristen
llene Beaty
Civil Action File No. 26CV866-2
NOTICE OF PETITION TO
CHANGE NAME
I, Kristen llene Beaty , filed a petition
in the Superior Court of Dougherty
County, Georgia on the 9th day of
September, 2026, to change my
name from Kristen llene Beaty to
Kristen llene EIm. Any interested
party has the right to appear in this
case and file objections within 30
days after the Petition was filed.
Signed this 9th day of September,
2026.
Kristen llene Beaty, Petitioner
1316 7th Ave
Albany, GA 31707
229-894-9562
September 19, 26, October 3, 10,
2026

A-937
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF
Dougherty COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
In re the name change of: Jenna
Hammond
Civil Action File No. 26CV893-1
NOTICE OF PETITION TO
CHANGE NAME
I, Jenna Hammond , filed a petition in
the Superior Court of Dougherty
County, Georgia on the 17th day of
September, 2026, to change my
name from Jenna Grayce Hammond
to Jenna Grayce-Luke. Any
interested party has the right to

Name Changes

appear in this case and file
objections within 30 days after the
Petition was filed.
Signed this 17th day of September,
2026.
Jenna Hammond, Petitioner
1820 W Lakeridge Drive
Albany, GA 31707
229-894-0977

September 26, October 3, 10, 17,

2026

A-962
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF
Dougherty COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
In re the name change of: Trytinia
Smokes
Civil Action File No. 26CV928-4
NOTICE OF PETITION TO
CHANGE NAME
1, Trytinia Smokes , filed a petition in
the Superior Court of Dougherty
County, Georgia on the 25th day of
September, 2026, to change my
name from Trytinia Smokes to
Madison Elise Deveraux. Any
interested party has the right to
appear in this case and file
objections within 30 days after the
Petition was filed.
Signed this 25th day of September,
2026.
Trytinia Smokes, Petitioner
1430 Owens Ave
Albany, GA 31705
478-403-8984
October 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026

A-964
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF
Dougherty COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
In re the Name Change of the
Child(ren)
Lauren Edwards, Minor child(ren)
Civil Action File No. 26CV857-4
NOTICE OF PETITION TO

CHANGE NAME
I, Tiara Noel, filed this petition to the
Superior Court of Dougherty County,
Georgia on the 4th day of
September, 2026, to change the
name(s) of the minor child(ren) as
follows:
Current Name of Child: Lauren
Taylor Edwards
Date of Birth: 07-09-10
Proposed New Name: Lauren Taylor
Noel
Any interested or affected party has
the right to appear in this case and
file objections within thirty days as
set forth in O.C.G.A. § 19-12-1(f)(2)
and (3).
This 4th day of September, 2026.
Tiara Noel
Petitioner pro se
707 Meadowlark Dr
Albany, GA 31707
229-886-5849

October 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026

A-912
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF

Dougherty COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

In re the name change of: Trevor

Lincoln Corey

Civil Action File No. 26CV865-1

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
CHANGE NAME

I, Trevor Lincoln Corey , filed a

petition in the Superior Court of

Dougherty County, Georgia on the

9th day of September, 2026, to

change my name from Trevor

Lincoln Corey to Trevor Lincoln EIm.

Any interested party has the right to

appear in this case and file

objections within 30 days after the

Petition was filed.

Signed this 9th day of September,

2026.

Trevor Lincoln Corey, Petitioner

1316 7th Ave

Albany, GA 31707

229-869-5851

September 19, 26, October 3, 10,
2026

Probate Court

Administration

A-954

GEORGIA, DOUGHERTY COUNTY
PROBATE COURT

IN RE: ESTATE OF: DAVID LEE
CREAMER

ESTATE FILE NO: 2026-ES-321
Mary Katherine Gordon has
petitioned to be appointed
administrator of the estate of
DAVID LEE CREAMER, Deceased,
of said County. (The Petitioner has
also applied for certain powers

contained in O.C.G.A. 53-12-261,
and waiver of
bond/reports/statements.) All

interested parties are hereby notified
to show cause why said petition
should not be granted. All objections
to the petition must be in writing,
setting forth the grounds for any
such objections, and must be filed
with the court on or before October
26, 2026.
All  pleadings/objections must be
signed before a notary public or
before a probate court clerk, and
filing fees must be tendered with
your pleadings/objections, unless
you qualify to file as an indigent
party. Contact probate court
personnel at the following
address/telephone number for the
required amount of filing fees. If any
objections are filed, a hearing will be
scheduled at a later date. If no
objections are filed, the petition may
be granted without a hearing.
Leisa G. Blount
Judge, Probate Court
Dougherty County, GA
P.O. Box 1827
Albany, GA 31702
(229) 431-2102

October 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026

A-958

GEORGIA, DOUGHERTY COUNTY
PROBATE COURT

IN RE: ESTATE OF: AMINA
LANZANO

ESTATE FILE NO: 2026-ES-098

Jayden Lanzano has petitioned to
be appointed administrator of the
estate of AMINA LANZANO,
Deceased, of said County. (The
Petitioner has also applied for certain

powers contained in 0O.C.G.A.
53-12-261, and waiver of
bond/reports/statements.) All

interested parties are hereby notified
to show cause why said petition
should not be granted. All objections
to the petition must be in writing,
setting forth the grounds for any
such objections, and must be filed
with the court on or before October
26, 2026.

All pleadings/objections must be
signed before a notary public or
before a probate court clerk, and
filing fees must be tendered with

Probate Court

Administration

your pleadings/objections, unless
you qualify to file as an indigent
party. Contact probate court
personnel at the following
address/telephone number for the
required amount of filing fees. If any
objections are filed, a hearing will be
scheduled at a later date. If no
objections are filed, the petition may
be granted without a hearing.
Leisa G. Blount
Judge, Probate Court
Dougherty County, GA
P.O. Box 1827
Albany, GA 31702
(229) 431-2102

October 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026

A-955
GEORGIA, DOUGHERTY COUNTY

PROBATE COURT
IN RE: ESTATE OF: OLAN MARK
KIMBRELL
ESTATE FILE NO: 2026-ES-320
Brandy Kimbrell Hickox has
petitioned to be appointed
administrator of the estate of OLAN
MARK KIMBRELL, Deceased, of
said County. (The Petitioner has
also applied for certain powers
contained in O.C.G.A. 53-12-261,
and waiver of
bond/reports/statements.) All
interested parties are hereby notified
to show cause why said petition
should not be granted. All objections
to the petition must be in writing,
setting forth the grounds for any
such objections, and must be filed
with the court on or before October
26, 2026.
All  pleadings/objections must be
signed before a notary public or
before a probate court clerk, and
filing fees must be tendered with
your pleadings/objections, unless
you qualify to file as an indigent
party. Contact probate court
personnel at the following
address/telephone number for the
required amount of filing fees. If any
objections are filed, a hearing will be
scheduled at a later date. If no
objections are filed, the petition may
be granted without a hearing.
Leisa G. Blount
Judge, Probate Court
Dougherty County, GA
P.O. Box 1827
Albany, GA 31702
(229) 431-2102

October 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026

A-935
GEORGIA, DOUGHERTY COUNTY
PROBATE COURT

IN RE: ESTATE OF:
COLEMAN McLENDON
ESTATE FILE NO: 2026-ES-313
Whitney M. Dale has petitioned to
be appointed administrator of the
estate  of NANCY COLEMAN
McLENDON, Deceased, of said
County. (The Petitioner has also
applied for certain powers contained
in O.C.G.A. 53-12-261, and waiver
of bond/reports/statements.) All
interested parties are hereby notified
to show cause why said petition
should not be granted. All objections
to the petition must be in writing,
setting forth the grounds for any
such objections, and must be filed
with the court on or before October
19, 2026.
All  pleadings/objections must be
signed before a notary public or
before a probate court clerk, and
filing fees must be tendered with
your pleadings/objections, unless
you qualify to file as an indigent
party. Contact probate court
personnel at the following
address/telephone number for the
required amount of filing fees. If any
objections are filed, a hearing will be
scheduled at a later date. If no
objections are filed, the petition may
be granted without a hearing.
Leisa G. Blount
Judge, Probate Court
Dougherty County, GA
P.O. Box 1827
Albany, GA 31702
(229) 431-2102

September 26, October 3, 10, 17,

NANCY

2026
A-933
GEORGIA, DOUGHERTY COUNTY
PROBATE COURT
IN RE: ESTATE OF: JOHN

JEFFREY CASTRO, SR.

ESTATE FILE NO: 2026-ES-306
John Jeffrey Castro, Il, has
petitioned to be appointed
administrator of the estate of JOHN
JEFFREY CASTRO, SR,
Deceased, of said County. (The
Petitioner has also applied for certain

powers contained in 0O.C.G.A.
53-12-261, and waiver of
bond/reports/statements.) All

interested parties are hereby notified
to show cause why said petition
should not be granted. All objections
to the petition must be in writing,
setting forth the grounds for any
such objections, and must be filed
with the court on or before October
19, 2026.
Al pleadings/objections must be
signed before a notary public or
before a probate court clerk, and
filing fees must be tendered with
your pleadings/objections, unless
you qualify to file as an indigent
party. Contact probate court
personnel at the following
address/telephone number for the
required amount of filing fees. If any
objections are filed, a hearing will be
scheduled at a later date. If no
objections are filed, the petition may
be granted without a hearing.
Leisa G. Blount
Judge, Probate Court
Dougherty County, GA
P.O. Box 1827
Albany, GA 31702
(229) 431-2102

September 26, October 3, 10, and

17,2026

Probate Court
12 mth Support

A-894
GEORGIA, DOUGHERTY COUNTY
PROBATE COURT
IN RE: ESTATE OF: GREGORY
ANTONIO HADLEY
ESTATE FILE NO: 2026-ES-189
NOTICE OF PETITION TO FILE
FOR YEAR’S SUPPORT
The Petition of Andrea Harris
Hadley for a year’s support from the
above referenced estate of the
Deceased, for Decedent’s surviving
spouse having been duly filed, all
interested persons are hereby
notified to show cause, if any, on or
before October 5, 2026, why said
petition should not be granted.
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Probate Court

12 mth Support

All objections to the petition must

be in writing, setting forth the
grounds for any such objections, and
must be filed on or before the time
stated in the preceding sentence. All
pleading/objections must be signed
before a notary public or before a
probate court clerk, and filing fees
must be tendered with your
pleadings/objections, unless you
qualify to file as an indigent party.
Contact probate court personnel at
the following address/telephone
number for the required amount of
filing fees. If any objections are filed,
a hearing will be scheduled at a later
date. If no objections are filed, the
petition may be granted without a
hearing.
Leisa G. Blount
Judge, Probate Court
Dougherty County, GA
P.O. Box 1827
Albany, GA 31702
(229) 431-2102

September 12, 19, and 26, October

3, 2026

Public Sales/
Auctions

A-842

Public Auction

Location:
Royal Storage
2801 Palmyra Road
Albany, GA 31707
229-446-2038
Date & Time:

Friday, October 16, 2026
Bids due by 12:00 PM Sharp
Auction by Sealed Bid Only

Viewing:
Thursday, October 15, 2026
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Unit 510 Billy Sanders: Maintenance
Supplies & misc.

Unit 721 Jimmie Clyde:
furniture, dryer & misc.

Boxes,

Unit 807 Jodie Bridges: Boxes, tote
& misc.

Unit 814 Mary Boyd: Box, bags &
tote
September 26, October 3, 10, 2026

A-970
SELF STORAGE AUCTION
AUCTION WILL CLOSE ON
October 21, 2026 AT 10 A.M.
Online auction: Lockerfox starting
October 14th and close out on
October 21st at 10 am

SIMPLESAFE - RADIUM SPRINGS
2119 Radium Springs Road
Albany

Rodney Mathis ~ Unit 11
HOUSEHOLD CONTENTS

Sandra Washington Unit 29
HOUSEHOLD CONTENTS

Angela Young Unit 75
HOUSEHOLD CONTENTS

Dale Jones 76
HOUSEHOLD CONTENTS

Alfred Hill  Unit 87
HOUSEHOLD CONTENTS

LaSere Reid Smith Unit 95
HOUSEHOLD CONTENTS

Shatora Strong  Unit 101
HOUSEHOLD CONTENTS

Kaleciakha Peterson  Unit 119
HOUSEHOLD CONTENTS

Michael Teemer Unit 121
HOUSEHOLD CONTENTS

Alfreda Coleman Unit 140
HOUSEHOLD CONTENTS

Keyonnis Campbell Unit 154
HOUSEHOLD CONTENTS

Debra Mulkey Unit 158
HOUSEHOLD CONTENTS

SIMPLESAFE - MOCK ROAD 1300
S Mock Road Albany

Otis Thomas Unit B09
HOUSEHOLD CONTENTS

Samantha Williams Unit EO3
HOUSEHOLD CONTENTS

Tom Hutchinson Unit E30
HOUSEHOLD CONTENTS

Nytia Henry  Unit E34
HOUSEHOLD CONTENTS

BASE SIDE STORAGE - SHORT

STREET 2416 Short  Street
Albany
Callie Lewis  Unit 11

HOUSEHOLD CONTENTS

Jessyca Jackson Unit 17
HOUSEHOLD CONTENTS

Jessyca Jackson Unit 18
HOUSEHOLD CONTENTS

Jamila Green Unit 23
HOUSEHOLD CONTENTS

Marty Norris  Unit 56
HOUSEHOLD CONTENTS

Michael Jagroo  Unit 57
HOUSEHOLD CONTENTS

Vontresa Harris  Unit 63
HOUSEHOLD CONTENTS

Elijah Arkwright  Unit 165
HOUSEHOLD CONTENTS

SIMPLESAFE - HIGHWAY 19 N
1437 US Highway 19 S
Amandine Claude  Unit 132
HOUSEHOLD CONTENTS

Mrya Hewett Unit 158
HOUSEHOLD CONTENTS

Ossie Canidate Unit 196
HOUSEHOLD CONTENTS

SIMPLESAFE - HIGHWAY 19 S
1508 US Highway 19 S
Dominque Hooks Unit 234
HOUSEHOLD CONTENTS

Sandra Washington Unit 254
HOUSEHOLD CONTENTS

Caitlyn Oakes Unit 320
HOUSEHOLD CONTENTS

SIMPLESAFE-BRANCHVIEW 139
BRANCEVIEW ST E

Baterria Speed  Unit B60
HOUSEHOLD COUNTENTS

Sophia Carter Unit P6
HOUSEHOLD COUNTENTS

Allison Stubbs Unit P18
HOUSEHOLD COUNTENTS

SIMPLESAFE-21ST AVE 808 21ST

AVE

Christcha Oliver Unit BO55

HOUSEHOLD COUNTENTS
October 3, 10, 2026

Service by

Publication
A-936
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF
DOUGHERTY COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

DENZEL  WIMBERLY, SR. ,
PLAINTIFF,
VS.
SARAI WATKINS, DEFENDANT.
CIVIL ACTION NO.:
SUCV2025000703
TO: Sarai Watkins
9176 Raptor Drive
Jacksonville, Florida 32218

NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION
By Order for Service by Publication
dated the 14th day of September
2026, you are hereby notified that on
the 17th day of July 2025, Denzel
Wimberly, Sr., filed suit against you
for Complaint for Change of Custody
and Petition for Contempt.
You are required to file with the Clerk
of the Superior Court of Dougherty
County, and serve upon the Law
Office of Brittany B. Shiver, LLC an
answer in writing within sixty (60)
days of the date of the Order for
Service by Publication.
WITNESS, the Honorable Denise
Marshall, Judge of the Superior
Court.
This the 16th day of September,
2026.
Candee M. Nix
Chief Deputy Clerk
Dougherty County Superior Court
Prepared by:
Law Office of Brittany B. Shiver, LLC
2 Swindle Street / P.O. Box 193
Camilla, Georgia 31730
P-(229) 261-8529
F-(229) 999-7687
shiverlawoffice@gmail.com

September 26, October 3, 10, 17,
2026

Foreclosures

A-960

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE OF

RIGHT TO REDEEM

TO: Stephen Acree and/or all heirs
and persons claiming thereunder
Take notice that: James Unlimited
Property Management LLC
The right to redeem the following
described property to-wit:

ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL
OF LAND LYING AND BEING IN
LAND LOTS 209 AND 210, 1ST
LAND DISTRICT, DOUGHERTY
COUNTY, GEORGIA, CONSISTING
OF 6.60 ACRES , MORE OR LESS
BEING A PORTION OF TRACT 2,
AS SHOWN ON THAT CERTAIN
PLAT ENTITLED “RETRACEMENT
SURVEY WILLIE PEARL HARRIS
ESTATE”, PREPARED BY FENTON
W. NASH, GEORGIA LAND
SURVEYOR NO. 2829, RECORDED
IN PLAT BOOK 8, PAGE 61,
DOUGHTERY COUNTY , GEORGIA
PUBLIC DEED RECORDS.
Parcel: 00159-00001-033
Location Address:
WILLIAMSBURG RD
will expire and forever foreclosed
and barred on and after the 28th of
October 2026.

The tax deed to which the notice
relates is dated the 5TH day of
August 2025 and is recorded in the
Office of the Clerk of the Superior
Court of Ben Hill County, Georgia, in
Deed Book 5398 Page 86.
The property may be redeemed at
any time before the 28th day of
October 2026 by payment of the
redemption price as fixed and
provided by law to the undersigned
at the following address.
James Unlimited
Management LLC
327 Eighth Avenue
Albany, Ga 31701
October 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026
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SEBRICA MOORE -
Agent
3724 Castle Pine Lane
Albany, GA 31750
September 19, 26, October 3, 10,
2026

Authorized

*THE LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS A
DEBT COLLECTOR. ANY
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
September 26, October 3, 10, 17, 24,
31, November 7, 14, 21, 28, 2026

A-959

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE OF

RIGHT TO REDEEM

TO: Stephen Acree and/or all heirs
and persons claiming thereunder
Take notice that: James Unlimited
Property Management LLC
The right to redeem the following
described property to-wit:

ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL
OF LAND LYING AND BEING IN
LAND LOTS 209 AND 210, 1ST
LAND DISTRICT, DOUGHERTY
COUNTY, GEORGIA, CONSISTING
OF 6.42 ACRES , MORE OR LESS,
BEING TRACT 3, AS SHOWN ON
THAT CERTAIN PLAT ENTITLED
“RETRACEMENT SURVEY WILLIE
PEARL HARRIS ESTATE”,
PREPARED BY FENTON W. NASH,
GEORGIA LAND SURVEYOR NO.
2829, RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK
8, PAGE 61, DOUGHTERY
COUNTY GEORGIA PUBLIC
DEED RECORDS.
Parcel: 00159-00001-007
Location Address:
WILLIAMSBURG RD
will expire and forever foreclosed
and barred on and after the 28th
day of October 2026.

The tax deed to which the notice
relates is dated the 5TH day of
August 2025 and is recorded in the
Office of the Clerk of the Superior
Court of Ben Hill County, Georgia, in
Deed Book 5398 Page 85.
The property may be redeemed at
any time before the 28th day of
October 2026 by payment of the
redemption price as fixed and
provided by law to the undersigned
at the following address.
James Unlimited
Management LLC
327 Eighth Avenue
Albany, Ga 31701
October 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026

1415

Property

A-971
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE
RIGHT TO REDEEM

TAKE NOTICE THAT : JEFFERY
MARC WILLIAMS AND HEIRS
KNOWN AND UNKNOWN and
LIENHOLDERS
The right to redeem the following
described property to-wit:
Map & Parcel 000HH-00027-022
All that tract or parcel of land lying
and being in the City of Albany,
Dougherty County, Georgia, being all
of lots 5 and 6 in Block 17 in
Ragsdale-Odom Addition of said city,
as shown on a plat recorded in Deed
Book 15, Pages 344 and 345 in the
Office of the Clerk of the Superior
Court of Dougherty County, Georgia,
said lots being 50 feet wide and 150
feet deep and said lots being located
and fronting on the south side of
Holloway Street.
Will expire and be forever foreclosed
and barred on or after the 24 day of
October, 2026.
The Tax Deed to which this notice
relates is dated the 5th day of
August, 2025 and is recorded in the
office of the Clerk of the Superior
Court of Dougherty County, Georgia,
in Deed Book 5339, Page 241.
The property may be redeemed at
anytime before the 24th day of
October 2026, by the payment of the
redemption price as fixed and
provided by law to the undersigned
at the following address: Barfield Law
Firm Inc.,, 56 Blakely Street,
Cuthbert, Georgia 39840. Please be
governed accordingly.

October 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026

A-934
TAKE NOTICE THAT:
The right to redeem the following
described property, to wit:
All that tract and parcel of land lying
and being in the City of Albany,
Dougherty County, Georgia, being all
of Lot 5 in Block C of Pineview
Subdivision according to a map or
plat of said subdivision recorded in
Plat Book 1, Page 259 in the Office
of the Clerk of the Superior Court of
Dougherty County, Georgia.
This property is currently known as
204 Adelyn Road, Albany,
Dougherty County, Georgia, Map
and Parcel No. 00011-00009-007
will  expire and be forever
foreclosed and barred on and
after the 25th day of November,
2026.
The tax deed to which this notice
relates is dated August 5, 2025, and
is recorded in the office of the Clerk
of the Superior Court of Dougherty
County, Georgia, in Deed Book 5339
at Page 296.
The property may be redeemed at
any time before the 25th day of
September, 2026, by payment of the
redemption price as fixed and
provided by law to the undersigned
at the following address:
230 South Jackson Street, Suite 350,
Albany, Georgia 31701
Please be governed accordingly.
Kuni Property Investments LLC
identified in the recorded Sheriff's
Tax Deed as "KUNI PROPERTY
INVESTMENT”
230 South Jackson Street, Suite 350,
Albany GA 31701

September 26, October 3, 10, 17,

2026

A-918
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE OF
RIGHT TO REDEEM
TO: GREENLEO RESIDENTIAL

ESTATE LLC and persons
claiming thereunder
Take notice that: F4K REAL

ESTATE LLC ( Authorized Agent —
Sebrica Moore)

The right to redeem the following
described property to-wit:

All that tract or parcel of land
lying and being in the City of
Albany, Dougherty County,
Georgia, being more particularly
described as all of lots 107 and
108 of North Slappey Heights
Subdivision, according to a plat of
said subdivision recorded in Plat
Book 1, Page 258, in the land
records of Dougherty County
Records. The above property is at
present improved with a Frame
Dwelling known as 1205 Eleventh
Avenue according to the present
system of numbering in Albany,
Georgia.

Map & Parcel: 0000G/00002/005
Location Address: 1205 Eleventh
Avenue will expire and forever
foreclose and barred on and after the
10TH day of October 2026.

The tax deed to which the notice
relates is dated the 5th day of
August 2025 and is recorded in the
Office of the Clerk of the Superior
Court of Dougherty County, Georgia,
in Deed Book 5339 Page 150.

The property may be redeemed at
any time before the 10TH day of
October 2026 by payment of the
redemption price as fixed and
provided by law to the undersigned
at the following address

F4K REAL ESTATE LLC

A-923
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF DOUGHERTY
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
Because of a default under the terms
of the Security Deed executed by
Rico B Anderson to Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
as grantee, as nominee for Mortgage
Research Center, LLC dba Paddio, a
Missouri Limited Liability Company
dated November 30, 2021, and
recorded in Deed Book 4912, Page
222-232, Dougherty County
Records, said Security Deed having
been last sold, assigned, transferred
and conveyed to NewRez LLC dba
Shellpoint  Mortgage  Servicing,
securing a Note in the original
principal amount of $122,735.00, the
holder thereof pursuant to said Deed
and Note thereby secured has
declared the entire amount of said
indebtedness due and payable and,
pursuant to the power of sale
contained in said Deed, will on the
first Tuesday, December 1, 2026,
during the legal hours of sale, before
the Courthouse door in said County,
sell at public outcry to the highest
bidder for cash, the property
described in said Deed, to-wit:
All that tract or parcel of land
lying and being in the City of
Albany, Dougherty County,
Georgia, and being all of Lot 15,
Block 2, of Palmyra Homes
Subdivision according to a map
or plat of said subdivision as the
same is recorded in Plat Book 1,
Page 210 (Plat Cabinet 1, Slide
A-27), in the Office of the Clerk of
the Superior Court of Dougherty
County, Georgia.
Said property is known as 1308 6Th
Avenue, Albany, GA 31707,
together with all fixtures and
personal property attached to and
constituting a part of said property, if
any.
Said property will be sold subject to
any outstanding ad valorem taxes
(including taxes which are a lien,
whether or not now due and
payable), the right of redemption of
any taxing authority, any matters
which might be disclosed by an
accurate survey and inspection of
the property, any assessments,
liens, encumbrances, zoning
ordinances, restrictions, covenants,
and matters of record superior to the
Security Deed first set out above.
The proceeds of said sale will be
applied to the payment of said
indebtedness and all expenses of
said sale as provided in said Deed,
and the balance, if any, will be
distributed as provided by law.
The sale will be conducted subject
(1) to confirmation that the sale is not
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy
Code and (2) to final confirmation
and audit of the status of the loan
with the secured creditor.
The property is or may be in the
possession of Rico B Anderson
and Odella Smith Anderson,
successor in interest or tenant(s).
NewRez LLC as Attorney-in-Fact
for Rico B Anderson
File no. 26-084157
LOGS LEGAL GROUP LLP*
Attorneys and Counselors at Law
1050 Crown Pointe Parkway, Suite
500
Atlanta, GA 30338
(770) 220-2535
https://www.logs.com/

A-694
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
GEORGIA, DOUGHERTY COUNTY

By virtue of a Power of Sale
contained in that certain Security
Deed from CORRINE E.
APONTE-WALKER and ROHAN
WALKER to Mortgage Electronic
Registration  Systems, Inc., as
grantee, as nominee for Colony
Bank, its successors and assigns.,
dated April 26, 2024, recorded April
30, 2024, in Book 5185, Page 125,
and re-recorded September 18,
2025, in Book 5336, Page 16,
Dougherty County, Georgia
Records, said Security Deed having
been given to secure a Note of even
date in the original principal amount
of Two Hundred Twenty-One
Thousand Nine Hundred Six and
00/100 dollars ($221,906.00), with
interest thereon as provided for
therein, said Security Deed having
been last sold, assigned and
transferred to Lakeview Loan
Servicing, LLC, there will be sold at
public outcry to the highest bidder for
cash at the Dougherty County
Courthouse, within the legal hours of
sale on the first Tuesday in October,
2026, all property described in said
Security Deed including but not
limited to the following described
property:

ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF
LAND LYING AND BEING IN
DOUGHERTY COUNTY, GEORGIA,
AND BEING MORE PARTICUARLY
DESCRIBED AS ALL OF LOT 11 IN
BLOCK "A", DESIGNATED AS A-11
IN THE SUBDIVISION PLAT OF
SECTION NO. 1 OF RADIUM
SPRINGS, INC., ACCORDING TO A
PLAT OF SUBDIVISION AS
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK {1,
PAGE 282, IN THE OFFICE OF THE
CLERK OF SUPERIOR COURT OF
DOUGHERTY COUNTY, GEORGIA.

Said legal description being
controlling, however the property is
more commonly known as 121
REDBUD ROAD, ALBANY, GA
31705.

The indebtedness secured by
said Security Deed has been and is
hereby declared due because of
default under the terms of said
Security Deed. The indebtedness
remaining in default, this sale will be
made for the purpose of paying the
same, all expenses of the sale,
including attorneys’ fees (notice to
collect same having been given) and
all other payments provided for
under the terms of the Security
Deed.

Said property will be sold on an
“as-is” basis without any
representation, warranty or recourse
against the above-named or the
undersigned. The sale will also be
subject to the following items which
may affect the ftitle: any outstanding
ad valorem taxes (including taxes
which are a lien, whether or not now
due and payable); the right of
redemption of any taxing authority;
matters which would be disclosed by
an accurate survey or by an
inspection of the property; all zoning
ordinances; assessments; liens;
encumbrances; restrictions;
covenants, and any other matters of
record superior to said Security
Deed.

To the best of the knowledge and
belief of the undersigned, the owner
and party in possession of the
property is CORRINE E.
APONTE-WALKER, ROHAN
WALKER, or tenants(s).

The sale will be conducted
subject (1) to confirmation that the
sale is not prohibited under the U.S.
Bankruptcy Code (2) to final
confirmation and audit of the status
of the loan with the holder of the
Security Deed, and (3) purchaser’s
tendering to Rubin Lublin, LLC,
anti-money laundering information as
required pursuant to the FIinCEN
Real Estate Report Rule. Failure to
provide information, could result in
rescission of the sale.

The entity having full authority to
negotiate, amend and modify all
terms of the loan (although not
required by law to do so) is:
LoanCare, LLC, Loss Mitigation
Dept., 3637 Sentara Way, Virginia
Beach, VA 23452, Telephone
Number: 800-909-9525. Nothing in
0O.C.G.A. Section 44-14-162.2 shall
be construed to require a secured
creditor to negotiate, amend, or
modify the terms of the mortgage
instrument.

LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING,

LLC
as Attorney in Fact for
CORRINE E. APONTE-WALKER,
ROHAN WALKER
THE BELOW LAW FIRM MAY BE
HELD TO BE ACTING AS A DEBT
COLLECTOR, UNDER FEDERAL
LAW. IF SO, ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE.
Attorney Contact: Rubin Lublin, LLC
3145 Avalon Ridge Place, Suite 100,
Peachtree Corners, GA 30071
Telephone Number: (877) 813-0992
Case No. LNC-25-03715-9
rlselaw.com/property-listing
July 25, September 12, 19, 26,
October 3, 2026

A-893
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
UNDER POWER

DOUGHERTY COUNTY, GEORGIA
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO
COLLECT A DEBT. ANY
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
Under and by virtue of the Power of
Sale contained in a Security Deed
given by Amariyan Givens to
Mortgage Electronic  Registration
Systems, Inc., as nominee for
BankSouth Mortgage Company, LLC
dated February 8, 2013 and
recorded on February 13, 2013 in

Deed Book 3987, Page 319,
Dougherty County, Georgia
Records, modified by Loan

Modification recorded on February
20, 2025 in Deed Book 5272, Page
15, Dougherty County, Georgia
Records, and later assigned to U.S.
Bank National Association, not in its
individual capacity but solely as
Trustee for RMTP Trust, Series 2021
BKM-TT by Assignment of Security
Deed recorded on June 8, 2021 in

Deed Book 4843, Page 201,
Dougherty County, Georgia
Records, conveying the

after-described property to secure a
Note in the original principal amount
of  Forty-Four Thousand One
Hundred Fifty-Four And 00/100
Dollars ($44,154.00), with interest
thereon as set forth therein, there will
be sold at public outcry to the highest
bidder for cash before the
courthouse door of Dougherty
County, Georgia, within the legal
hours of sale on October 6, 2026 the
following described property:

All that tract of parcel of land lying
and being in Land Lot 413 in the First
Land District, City of Albany,
Dougherty County, Georgia, and
being more particularly described as
follows:
All that tract or parcel of land lying
and being in the City of Albany,
Dougherty County, Georgia, and
being all of Lot 150 of Avondale
Subdivision “B” according to a map
or plat of said subdivision as same is
recorded in Plat Book 2, Page 123
(Plat Cabinet 1, Slide A-52) in the
Office of the Clerk of Superior Court
of Dougherty County, Georgia.
Property Address: 107 Ingleside
Drive aka 107 N Ingleside Dr, Albany
GA 31707
Map Parcel No: 000Q/00012/016
The debt secured by said Security
Deed has been and is hereby
declared due because of, among
other possible events of default,
failure to pay the indebtedness as
and when due and in the manner
provided in the Note and Security
Deed. The debt remaining in default,
this sale will be made for the purpose
of paying the same and all expenses
of this sale, as provided in Security
Deed and by law, including
attorney’s fees (notice of intent to
collect attorney’s fees having been
given).
Your mortgage servicer, Rocket
Mortgage, LLC s/b/m Nationstar
Mortgage LLC, as servicer for U.S.
Bank National Association, not in its
individual capacity but solely as
Trustee for RMTP Trust, Series 2021
BKM-TT, can be contacted at
877-888-4606 or by writing to 8950
Cypress Waters Boulevard, Coppell,
TX 75019, to discuss possible
alternatives to avoid foreclosure.
Said property will be sold subject to
any outstanding ad valorem taxes
(including taxes which are a lien, but
not yet due and payable), any
matters which might be disclosed by
an accurate survey and inspection of
the property, any assessments,
liens, encumbrances, zoning
ordinances, restrictions, covenants,
and matters of record superior to the
Security Deed first set out above.
To the best knowledge and belief of
the undersigned, the parties in
possession of the property are
Amariyan Givens or tenant(s); and
said property is more commonly
known as 107 Ingleside Drive,
Albany, GA 31707.
The sale will be conducted subject
(1) to confirmation that the sale is not
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy
Code and (2) to final confirmation
and audit of the status of the loan
with the holder of the security deed.
U.S. Bank National Association, not
in its individual capacity but solely as
Trustee for RMTP Trust, Series 2021
BKM-TT as Attorney in Fact for
Amariyan Givens
McMichael Taylor Gray, LLC
3550 Engineering Drive, Suite 260
Peachtree Corners, GA 30092
404-474-7149
MTG File No.: GA2026-00067
September 12, 19, 26, October 3,
2026

A-904
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE
OF RIGHT OF REDEMPTION

TO: AMBER DANIELLE
BLACKSHEAR
626 Jefferies Avenue, Albany,
Georgia 31701

and all persons who can claim any
interest in and to said property:
Take Notice that:
The right to redeem the following
described property, to wit:
All that tract or parcel of land lying
and being in a portion of Land Lot
335, 1st Land District, City of Albany,
Dougherty County, Georgia, being all
of Lot 13 in Block 26 of Ragsdale
Subdivision  Addition, said Lot
contains 50 feet x 148 feet, and is
shown on a map or plat recorded in
Deed Book 15, Pages 334 and 335,
in the Office of the Clerk of Superior
Court of Dougherty County.
Parcel No. 000HH/00061/04A
will expire and be forever foreclosed
and barred on and after the 6th day
of November 2026.
The Tax Deed to which this notice
relates is dated the 5th day of August
2025, and is recorded in the Office of
the Clerk of Superior Court of
Dougherty County, Georgia, in Deed
Book 5339, Page 247.
The property may be redeemed at
any time before the 6th day of
November 2026, by payment of the
redemption price as fixed and
provided by law to the undersigned
at the following address:
CARLO B. RELIFORD
% Divine Finney Davis, PC
600 N. Jackson Street
Albany, GA 31701
PLEASE GOVERN YOURSELF
ACCORDINGLY.
By: /sl
TIMOTHY O. DAVIS
Attorney for Carlo B. Reliford
GA State Bar No. 213025
600 N. Jackson Street
Albany, GA 31701
229/883-1610
tim@dfdpclaw.com
September 12, 19, 26, October 3,
2026

(SEAL)

A-967
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE
OF
RIGHT OF REDEMPTION

TO: GREENLEO  RESIDENTIAL
RENTAL, LLC
1305 Mobile Avenue, Albany,
Georgia 31705

and all persons who can claim any
interest in and to said property:

Take Notice that:

The right to redeem the following
described property, to wit:

All that tract or parcel of land lying
and being in Land Lot 241, 1st Land
District, City of Albany, Dougherty
County, Georgia, and being all of Lot
93-C of the resubdivision of Lot 93 of
Columbia Acres, according to a map
or plat of said resubdivision as same
is recorded in Plat Book 3, Page 338,
in the Office of the Clerk of Superior
Court of Dougherty County. Said
property has located thereon a
dwelling known as 1305 Mobile
Avenue according to the present
system of numbering in the City of
Albany, Georgia.

Parcel No. 00001/00029/02B

will expire and be forever foreclosed
and barred on and after the 27th day
of November 2026.

The Tax Deed to which this notice
relates is dated the 5th day of August
2025, and is recorded in the Office of
the Clerk of Superior Court of
Dougherty County, Georgia, in Deed
Book 5339, Page 115.

The property may be redeemed at
any time before the 27th day of
November 2026, by payment of the
redemption price as fixed and
provided by law to the undersigned
at the following address:

BAULDWIN LEE CUNNINGHAM
Divine Finney Davis, PC

600 N. Jackson Street

Albany, GA 31701

PLEASE GOVERN YOURSELF

ACCORDINGLY

/s/ (SEAL)
TIMOTHYO DAVIS
Attorney for Bauldwin Lee
Cunningham
GA State Bar No. 213025
600 N. Jackson Street
Albany, GA 31701
229/883-1610
tim@dfdpclaw.com
October 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026

A-966
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE
OF
RIGHT OF REDEMPTION
TO: GREENLEO  RESIDENTIAL
RENTAL, LLC
2046 N. Riverview Circle, Albany,
Georgia 31705
and all persons who can claim any
interest in and to said property:
Take Notice that:
The right to redeem the following
described property, to wit:
All that tract or parcel of land lying
and being in the City of Albany,
Dougherty County, Georgia, and
being all of Lot 5 of Lakewood
Homes Subdivision, according to a
map or plat of said subdivision
recorded in Plat Book 4, Page 220, in
the Office of the Clerk of Superior
Court of Dougherty County.
Parcel No. 0000K/00033/005
will expire and be forever foreclosed
and barred on and after the 27th day
of November 2026.
The Tax Deed to which this notice
relates is dated the 5th day of August
2025, and is recorded in the Office of
the Clerk of Superior Court of
Dougherty County, Georgia, in Deed
Book 5339, Page 176.
The property may be redeemed at
any time before the 27th day of
November 2026, by payment of the
redemption price as fixed and
provided by law to the undersigned
at the following address:
BAULDWIN LEE CUNNINGHAM
Divine Finney Davis, PC
600 N. Jackson Street
Albany, GA 31701
PLEASE GOVERN YOURSELF
ACCORDINGLY.
By: /sl (SEAL)
TIMOTHY O. DAVIS
Attorney for Bauldwin Lee
Cunningham
GA State Bar No. 213025
600 N. Jackson Street
Albany, GA 31701
229/883-1610
tim@dfdpclaw.com
October 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026

A-965

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE

OF
RIGHT OF REDEMPTION

TO: STEVEN R. BENSON
2229 Duitman Road,
Georgia 31705
and all persons who can claim any
interest in and to said property:
Take Notice that:
The right to redeem the following
described property, to wit:
All that tract or parcel of land lying
and being in Land Lot 188, 1st Land
District, Dougherty County, Georgia,
and being all of Lot 15 of the
“Resubdivision of Parts of Tracts 15,
23 and 30 of the Towns Place
Subdivision (formerly Duitman
Property)”, according to a map or
plat of said resubdivision as same is
recorded in Plat Book 3, Page 29
(Plat Cabinet 1, Slide A-78), in the
Office of the Clerk of Superior Court
of Dougherty County.
Parcel No. 00154/00004/018
will expire and be forever foreclosed
and barred on and after the 27th day
of November 2026.
The Tax Deed to which this notice
relates is dated the 5th day of August
2025, and is recorded in the Office of
the Clerk of Superior Court of
Dougherty County, Georgia, in Deed
Book 5339, Page 67.
The property may be redeemed at
any time before the 27th day of
November 2026, by payment of the
redemption price as fixed and
provided by law to the undersigned
at the following address:
BAULDWIN LEE CUNNINGHAM
Divine Finney Davis, PC
600 N. Jackson Street
Albany, GA 31701
PLEASE GOVERN YOURSELF
ACCORDINGLY.
By:/s/ (SEAL)

Albany,

TIMOTHY O. DAVIS
Attorney for Bauldwin Lee
Cunningham

GA State Bar No. 213025
600 N. Jackson Street
Albany, GA 31701
229/883-1610
tim@dfdpclaw.com
October 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026

A-876
NOTICE OF SALE
GEORGIA, DOUGHERTY COUNTY.

By virtue of a power of sale
contained in that certain Security
Deed from J. LANE THEATER, LLC
to STATE THEATER, LLC, dated
July 15, 2022, and recorded in Deed
Book 5007, Pages 185-187, in the
Office of the Clerk of the Superior
Court of Dougherty County, Georgia,
said Security Deed having originally
been given to secure that certain
Promissory Note dated July 15, 2022
between J. LANE THEATER, LLC to
STATE THEATER, LLC in the
original principal amount of Three
Hundred Thousand Dollars and Zero
Cents ($300,000.00), as well as all
extensions, renewals and
modifications thereof, together with
any and all other indebtedness, of
any type or description, then or
thereafter owing by J. LANE
THEATER, LLC, there will be sold by
the undersigned, at public outcry, to
the highest bidder for cash, before
the courthouse door at Albany,
Dougherty County, Georgia, within
the legal hours of sale on the first
Tuesday in October 2026, the
following described property:

All that tract or parcel of land lying
and being in the City of Albany,
Dougherty County, Georgia, and
being all of City Lot 61 and the East
2 . feet of City Lot 63 on the North
side of Pine Avenue, the same being
improved property having located
thereon the State Theatre.

The indebtedness secured by the
aforementioned Security Deed has
been, and is hereby declared
immediately due and payable in full
because of the failure of J. LANE
THEATER, LLC to perform the
covenants and duties of the Security
Deed in accordance with its terms.
Said indebtedness remaining in
default, this sale shall be made for
the purpose of paying such
indebtedness, as well as all
expenses of this sale, including
attorneys’ fees.

Notice is given that the individual
or entity which has the authority to
negotiate, amend, or modify the
terms of the Security Deed is STATE
THEATER, LLC, % Divine Finney
Davis, PC @ 600 N. Jackson Street,
Albany, Georgia 31701, (229)
883-1610.

The above-described property will
be sold as the property of J. LANE

THEATER, LLC, its heirs,
successors or assigns and will be
sold subject to the following items
which may affect the title to said
property: all zoning and subdivision
ordinances and/or regulations;
matters which would be disclosed by
an accurate survey or an inspection
of the property; all liens for solid
waste and the like; all real property
ad valorem taxes or assessments,
which may constitute liens upon said
property; all liens which, under
applicable law, would take priority
over the Security Deed described
above; and all easements,
restrictions, rights-of-way, security
deeds or other encumbrances of
record which have priority over the
referenced Security Deed.

To the best of the knowledge and
belief of the undersigned, the party
presently in possession of said
property is J. LANE THEATER, LLC,
its heirs, successors or assigns
and/or a tenant or tenants.

THIS LAW FIRM IS
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A
DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE.

STATE THEATER, LLC
as Attorney-In-Fact for J. LANE
THEATER, LLC

By: TIMOTHY O. DAVIS
Georgia Bar No. 213025
Attorney for STATE THEATER, LLC
600 N. Jackson Street
Albany, GA 31701
(229) 883-1610

September 12, 19, 26, October 3,

2026

A-956
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE
OF
RIGHT OF REDEMPTION
TO: FREDERICK SHANE BELL
1018 Lincoln  Avenue, Albany,
Georgia 31701
and all persons who can claim any
interest in and to said property:
Take Notice that:
The right to redeem the following
described property, to wit:
All that tract or parcel of land lying
and being in Land Lot 363 in the First
Land District, City of Albany,
Dougherty County, Georgia, and
being all of Lot 5X, Block 161, of the
Redivision of West Highlands
Subdivision, according to a map or
plat of said Redivision of West
Highlands Subdivision, as the same
is recorded in Plat Book 2, Page 2
(Plat Cabinet 1, Slide A-37), in the
Office of the Clerk of Superior Court
of Dougherty County, and is located
at 1018 Lincoln Avenue, according to
the present system of numbering
house in the City of Albany,
Dougherty County, Georgia.
Parcel No. 000DD/00024/020
will expire and be forever foreclosed
and barred on and after the 23rd day
of November 2026.
The Tax Deed to which this notice
relates is dated the 5th day of August
2025, and is recorded in the Office of
the Clerk of Superior Court of
Dougherty County, Georgia, in Deed
Book 5339, Page 277.
The property may be redeemed at
any time before the 23rd day of
November 2026, by payment of the
redemption price as fixed and
provided by law to the undersigned
at the following address:
HIGHER HEIGHTS FELLOWSHIP
MINISTRIES, INC.
Divine Finney Davis, PC
600 N. Jackson Street
Albany, GA 31701
PLEASE GOVERN YOURSELF
ACCORDINGLY.
By:/s/ (SEAL)TIMOTHY O.
DAVIS
Attorney for Higher Heights
Fellowship Ministries, Inc.
GA State Bar No. 213025
600 N. Jackson Street
Albany, GA 31701
229/883-1610
tim@dfdpclaw.com
October 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026

A-903
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE
OF RIGHT OF REDEMPTION
TO: TONY BROWN
639 Gaines Avenue, Albany, Georgia
31701and all persons who can claim
any interest in and to said property:
Take Notice that:
The right to redeem the following
described property, to wit:
All that tract or parcel of land lying
and being in the City of Albany,
Dougherty County, Georgia, being all
of Lot 23 of the resubdivision of Lot
18, Block “C” of the Emily G.
Henderson Subdivision as the said
subdivision is recorded in Plat Book
2, Page 89, in the Office of the Clerk
of Superior Court of Dougherty
County, and is located at 639 Gaines
Avenue, Albany, Georgia, according
to the system of numbering that is in
place for said City.
Parcel No. 000BB/00006/006
will expire and be forever foreclosed
and barred on and after the 6th day
of November 2026.
The Tax Deed to which this notice
relates is dated the 5th day of August
2025, and is recorded in the Office of
the Clerk of Superior Court of
Dougherty County, Georgia, in Deed
Book 5339, Page 234.
The property may be redeemed at
any time before the 6th day of
November 2026, by payment of the
redemption price as fixed and
provided by law to the undersigned
at the following address:
CARLO B. RELIFORD
% Divine Finney Davis, PC
600 N. Jackson Street
Albany, GA 31701
PLEASE GOVERN YOURSELF
ACCORDINGLY.
By: s/
TIMOTHY O. DAVIS
Attorney for Carlo B. Reliford
GA State Bar No. 213025
600 N. Jackson Street
Albany, GA 31701
229/883-1610
tim@dfdpclaw.com
September 12, 19, 26, October 3,
2026

(SEAL)

A-905
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE
OF RIGHT OF REDEMPTION

TO: FORTUNE RENTAL
PROPERTIES, LLC
917 Eleventh Avenue, Albany,

Georgia 31701 and all persons who
can claim any interest in and to said
property:

Take Notice that:

The right to redeem the following
described property, to wit:

All that tract or parcel of land lying
and being in Land Lot 366 in the First
Land District, City of Albany,
Dougherty County, Georgia, being
more particularly described as all of
Lot 5 in Block 42 of Rawson Circle,
according to a map or plat of said
subdivision as the same is recorded
in Plat Book 2, Page 17 (Plat Cabinet
1, Slide A-39), in the Office of the
Clerk of Superior Court of Dougherty
County. Said property being known
as 917 Eleventh Avenue, according
to the present system of numbering
in the City of Albany.
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This being the same property
conveyed to George R. Teachey, as
Trustee, of the George R. Teachey
Trust U/A/D February 18, 2004,
recorded in Deed Book 2808, Page
3, among the Deed Records of
Dougherty County, Georgia.
Parcel No. 0000N/00030/004
will expire and be forever foreclosed
and barred on and after the 6th day
of November 2026.
The Tax Deed to which this notice
relates is dated the 5th day of August
2025, and is recorded in the Office of
the Clerk of Superior Court of
Dougherty County, Georgia, in Deed
Book 5339, Pages 199-200.
The property may be redeemed at
any time before the 6th day of
November 2026, by payment of the
redemption price as fixed and
provided by law to the undersigned
at the following address:
DAVID LAMAR MORMAN
% Divine Finney Davis, PC
600 N. Jackson Street
Albany, GA 31701
PLEASE GOVERN YOURSELF
ACCORDINGLY.
By: s/
TIMOTHY O. DAVIS
Attorney for David Lamar Morman
GA State Bar No. 213025
600 N. Jackson Street
Albany, GA 31701
229/883-1610
tim@dfdpclaw.com
September 12, 19, 26, October 3,
2026

(SEAL)

A-902
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE
OF RIGHT OF REDEMPTION

TO: GREENLEO  RESIDENTIAL
RENTAL, LLC
1605 Whitney Avenue, Albany,
Georgia 31701

and all persons who can claim any
interest in and to said property:
Take Notice that:
The right to redeem the following
described property, to wit:
All that tract or parcel of land lying
and being in the City of Albany,
Dougherty County, Georgia, and
being more particularly described as
follows: All of Lot 3 in Block 1 of
Avalon Subdivision “B”, according to
a map or plat of said subdivision as
recorded in Plat Book 2, Page 37, in
the Office of the Clerk of Superior
Court of Dougherty County.
Parcel No. 0000H/00012/004
will expire and be forever foreclosed
and barred on and after the 6th day
of November 2026.
The Tax Deed to which this notice
relates is dated the 5th day of August
2025, and is recorded in the Office of
the Clerk of Superior Court of
Dougherty County, Georgia, in Deed
Book 5339, Page 155.
The property may be redeemed at
any time before the 6th day of
November 2026, by payment of the
redemption price as fixed and
provided by law to the undersigned
at the following address:
ROXANN GUERRERO
% Divine Finney Davis, PC
600 N. Jackson Street
Albany, GA 31701
PLEASE GOVERN YOURSELF
ACCORDINGLY.
By: /sl
TIMOTHY O. DAVIS
Attorney for Roxann Guerrero
GA State Bar No. 213025
600 N. Jackson Street
Albany, GA 31701
229/883-1610
tim@dfdpclaw.com
September 12, 19, 26, October 3,
2026

(SEAL)

A-901
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE
OF RIGHT OF REDEMPTION
TO: GREENLEO  RESIDENTIAL
RENTAL, LLC
112 Force Drive, Albany, Georgia
31701
and all persons who can claim any
interest in and to said property:
Take Notice that:
The right to redeem the following
described property, to wit:
All that tract or parcel of land lying
and being in Land Lot 154, 1st Land
District, City of Albany, Dougherty
County, Georgia, and being all of Lot
53 in Block “A” of Pecan Terrace
Subdivision, according to the plat of
the subdivision as recorded in Plat
Book 2, Page 232, in the Office of
the Clerk of Superior Court of
Dougherty County, and is located at
112 Force Drive, according to the
present system of numbering streets
in the City of Albany, Georgia.
Parcel No. 00017/00000/053
will expire and be forever foreclosed
and barred on and after the 6th day
of November 2026.
The Tax Deed to which this notice
relates is dated the 5th day of August
2025, and is recorded in the Office of
the Clerk of Superior Court of
Dougherty County, Georgia, in Deed
Book 5339, Page 224.
The property may be redeemed at
any time before the 6th day of
November 2026, by payment of the
redemption price as fixed and
provided by law to the undersigned
at the following address:
ROXANN GUERRERO
% Divine Finney Davis, PC
600 N. Jackson Street
Albany, GA 31701
PLEASE GOVERN YOURSELF
ACCORDINGLY.
By: /sl
TIMOTHY O. DAVIS
Attorney for Roxann Guerrero
GA State Bar No. 213025
600 N. Jackson Street
Albany, GA 31701
229/883-1610
tim@dfdpclaw.com
September 12, 19, 26, October 3,
2026

(SEAL)

A-897

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER,
DOUGHERTY COUNTY Pursuant to
the Power of Sale contained in a
Security Deed given by Valerie B.
Dasher to Mortgage Electronic
Registration ~ Systems, Inc., as
grantee, as nominee for Decision
One Mortgage Company, LLC, its
successors and assigns dated
1/13/2006 and recorded in Deed
Book 3097 Page 159 Dougherty
County, Georgia records; as last
transferred to or acquired by
Wilmington Savings Fund Society,
FSB, not in its individual capacity but
solely as Certificate Trustee of
Bosco Credit Il Trust Series 20101,
conveying the after-described
property to secure a Note in the
original principal amount  of
$10,425.00, with interest at the rate
specified therein, there will be sold
by the undersigned at public outcry
to the highest bidder for cash before
the Courthouse door of Dougherty
County, Georgia (or such other area
as designated by Order of the
Superior Court of said county), within
the legal hours of sale on October 6,
2026 (being the first Tuesday of said
month unless said date falls on a
Federal Holiday, in which case being
the first Wednesday of said month),
the following described property: All
that tract or parcel of land, lying and

being in the County of Dougherty
State of Georgia, and being more
particularly described a all of Lot
203, Brierwood Subdivision Section 2
according to the plat of the
subdivision as recorded in Plat Book
3, Page 243 (Plat Cabinet 1, Slide
B-4) in the Office of the Clerk of the
Superior Court of Dougherty County,
Georgia. Subject to restrictions and
easements of record. This sale is
made subject to that Security Deed
in the amount of $55,600.00,
recorded on 1/25/2006 in Deed Book
3097 Page 144-158, aforesaid
records. The debt secured by said
Security Deed has been and is
hereby declared due because of,
among other possible events of
default, failure to pay the
indebtedness as and when due and
in the manner provided in the Note
and Security Deed. The debt
remaining in default, this sale will be
made for the purpose of paying the
same and all expenses of this sale,
as provided in the Security Deed and
by law, including attorney’s fees
(notice of intent to collect attorney’s
fees having been given). Said
property is commonly known as 406
Vintage Road, Albany, GA 31705
together with all fixtures and
personal property attached to and
constituting a part of said property, if
any. To the best knowledge and
belief of the undersigned, the party
(or parties) in possession of the
subject property is (are): Valerie B.
Dasher or tenant or tenants. Franklin
Credit Management Corporation is
the entity or individual designated,
who shall have full authority to
negotiate, amend and modify all
terms of the mortgage. Franklin
Credit Management Corporation
Loss Mitigation 101 Hudson Street,
24th Floor Jersey City, NJ 07302
800-650-7162 Note, however, that
such entity or individual is not
required by law to negotiate, amend
or modify the terms of the loan. Said
property will be sold subject to: (a)
any outstanding ad valorem taxes
(including taxes which are a lien, but
not yet due and payable), (b) unpaid
water or sewage bills that constitute
a lien against the property whether
due and payable or not yet due and
payable and which may not be of
record, (c) the right of redemption of
any taxing authority, (d) any matters
which might be disclosed by an
accurate survey and inspection of
the property, and (e) any
assessments, liens, encumbrances,
zoning  ordinances, restrictions,
covenants, and matters of record
superior to the Security Deed first set
out above. The sale wil be
conducted subject to (1) confirmation
that the sale is not prohibited under
the U.S. Bankruptcy Code; and (2)
final confirmation and audit of the
status of the loan with the holder of
the Security Deed. Pursuant to
0.C.G.A. Section 9-13-172.1, which
allows for certain  procedures
regarding the rescission of judicial
and non-judicial sales in the State of
Georgia, the Deed Under Power and
other foreclosure documents may
not be provided until final
confirmation and audit of the status
of the loan as provided immediately
above. Wimington Savings Fund
Society, FSB, not in its individual
capacity but solely as Certificate
Trustee of Bosco Credit Il Trust
Series 2010-1 as agent and Attorney
in Fact for Valerie B. Dasher Aldridge
Pite, LLP, Six Piedmont Center, 3525
Piedmont Road, N.E., Suite 700,
Atlanta, Georgia 30305, (404)
994-7400. 2142-067A THIS LAW
FIRM MAY BE ACTING AS A DEBT
COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO
COLLECT A DEBT. ANY
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

2142-067A
September 12, 19, 26, October 3,
2026

A-895

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER,
DOUGHERTY COUNTY Pursuant to
the Power of Sale contained in a
Security Deed given by Bernice
Pretow to Mortgage Electronic
Registration  Systems, Inc., as
grantee, as nominee for PennyMac
Loan Services, LLC, its successors
and assigns dated 3/9/2023 and
recorded in Deed Book 5069 Page
308 Dougherty County, Georgia
records; as last transferred to or
acquired by PENNYMAC LOAN
SERVICES, LLC, conveying the
after-described property to secure a
Note in the original principal amount
of $61,750.00, with interest at the
rate specified therein, there will be
sold by the undersigned at public
outcry to the highest bidder for cash
before the Courthouse door of
Dougherty County, Georgia (or such
other area as designated by Order of
the Superior Court of said county),
within the legal hours of sale on
October 6, 2026 (being the first
Tuesday of said month unless said
date falls on a Federal Holiday, in
which case being the first
Wednesday of said month), the
following described property: All that
tract or parcel of land lying and being
in the City of Albany, Dougherty
County, Georgia, and more
particularly described as All of Lot 88
of Avondale "B"  Subdivision
according to a Plat of the Subdivision
as recorded In Plat Book 2, Page
123, in the Office of the Clerk of
Superior Court of Dougherty County,
Georgia. The debt secured by said
Security Deed has been and is
hereby declared due because of,
among other possible events of
default, failure to pay the
indebtedness as and when due and
in the manner provided in the Note
and Security Deed. The debt
remaining in default, this sale will be
made for the purpose of paying the
same and all expenses of this sale,
as provided in the Security Deed and
by law, including attorney’s fees
(notice of intent to collect attorney’s
fees having been given). Said
property is commonly known as 203
S Valencia Dr, Albany, GA 31707
together with all fixtures and
personal property attached to and
constituting a part of said property, if
any. To the best knowledge and
belief of the undersigned, the party
(or parties) in possession of the
subject property is (are): Bernice
Pretlow and Kazarra Z. Ayinde or
tenant or tenants. PennyMac Loan
Services, LLC is the entity or
individual designated, who shall have
full authority to negotiate, amend and
modify all terms of the mortgage.
PennyMac Loan Services, LLC Loss
Mitigation 3043 Townsgate Road
#200, Westlake Village, CA 91361
1-866-549-3583 Note, however, that
such entity or individual is not
required by law to negotiate, amend
or modify the terms of the loan. Said
property will be sold subject to: (a)
any outstanding ad valorem taxes
(including taxes which are a lien, but
not yet due and payable), (b) unpaid
water or sewage bills that constitute
a lien against the property whether

due and payable or not yet due and
payable and which may not be of
record, (c) the right of redemption of
any taxing authority, (d) any matters
which might be disclosed by an
accurate survey and inspection of
the property, and (e) any
assessments, liens, encumbrances,
zoning  ordinances, restrictions,
covenants, and matters of record
superior to the Security Deed first set
out above. The sale will be
conducted subject to (1) confirmation
that the sale is not prohibited under
the U.S. Bankruptcy Code; and (2)
final confirmation and audit of the
status of the loan with the holder of
the Security Deed. Pursuant to
0O.C.G.A. Section 9-13-172.1, which
allows for certain  procedures
regarding the rescission of judicial
and non-judicial sales in the State of
Georgia, the Deed Under Power and
other foreclosure documents may
not be provided until final
confirmation and audit of the status
of the loan as provided immediately
above. PENNYMAC LOAN
SERVICES, LLC as agent and
Attorney in Fact for Bernice Pretlow
Aldridge Pite, LLP, Six Piedmont
Center, 3525 Piedmont Road, N.E.,
Suite 700, Atlanta, Georgia 30305,
(404) 994-7400. 1120-7687A THIS
LAW FIRM MAY BE ACTING AS A
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING
TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

1120-7687A
September 12, 19, 26, October 3,
2026

A-879

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
STATE OF GEORGIA
DOUGHERTY COUNTY

By virtue of a power of sale
contained in a certain security deed
from  MELVIN ROBERTS to
Mortgage Electronic  Registration
Systems, Inc., as grantee, as
nominee for New American Funding,
LLC, its successors and assigns and
recorded in Deed Book 5228, Page
156-171, Dougherty County, Georgia
records given to secure a note in the
original amount of $235,653.00 with
interest on the unpaid balance until
paid, the following described
property will be sold at public outcry
to the highest bidder for cash at the
courthouse door of DOUGHERTY
COUNTY, Georgia, or at such place
as has or may be lawfully designated
as an alternative location within the
legal hours of sale on the first
Tuesday in October, 2026, to wit:
October 06, 2026, the following
described property:

All that tract or parcel of land lying
and being in Dougherty County.
Georgia, and being more particularly
described as all of Lot 37 of
Westgate Subdivision, Section |,
according to a map or plat of said
subdivision as recorded in Plat Book
3, Page 337, in the Office of the
Clerk of the Superior Court of
Dougherty County, Georgia.

Being real property commonly
known as 2318 MEADOWBROOK
LANE, ALBANY, GA 31707.

The debt secured by the
above-referenced security deed has
been declared due because of the
default in the payment of said debt
per the terms of the note and other
possible defaults by the borrower or
the successor thereto. The debt
remaining in default, this sale will be
made for the purpose of paying the
debt and all expenses of this sale
including attorney’s fees (notice of
intent to collect attorney’s fees
having been given).

Said sale will be made subject to
the following items which may affect
the title to said property: All
restrictive covenants, easements
and rights-of-way appearing of
record, if any; all zoning ordinances;
matters which would be disclosed by
an accurate survey or by an
inspection of the property; all
outstanding or unpaid bills and

assessments for street
improvements, curbing, garbage,
water, sewage and public utilities

which may be liens upon said
property; and any outstanding taxes,
assessments and other liens
superior to the security deed being
foreclosed hereby. To the best
knowledge and belief of the
undersigned, the above-described
property is in the possession of the
borrower and/or other persons with
the consent and acquiescence of the
borrower.

Pursuant  to 0.C.G.A. §
44-14-162.2, the name, address and
telephone number of the person or
entity who shall have full authority to
negotiate, amend, or modify all terms
of the above-described mortgage is
as follows:

Rocket Mortgage, LLC
Nationstar Mortgage LLC
8950 Cypress Waters Blivd.
Coppell, TX 75019
888-613-2432

The foregoing notwithstanding,
nothing in O.C.G.A. § 44-14-162.2
shall be construed to require Rocket
Mortgage, LLC to negotiate, amend,
or modify the terms of the Security
Deed described herein.

Rocket Mortgage, LLC as Attorney in
Fact for MELVIN ROBERTS
Attorney Contact:
Tromberg, Miller, Morris & Partners,
PLLC
3000 Langford Road, Building 100
Peachtree Corners, GA 30071
Phone: 404-793-1447
Fax: 404-738-1558
26-003541-GA
THIS COMMUNICATION IS FROM
A DEBT COLLECTOR
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A
DEBT. ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE.

September 12, 19, 26, October 3,

2006

s/b/m

A-880

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER

GEORGIA, DOUGHERTY COUNTY
Under and by virtue of the Power

of Sale contained in a Security Deed

given by Elijah Walters and Evelyn

A. Walters to DCG Home Loans, Inc.

dated July 19, 2006, recorded in
Deed Book 3233, Page 287,
Dougherty County, Georgia

Records, as last transferred to U.S.
Bank National Association, as
Trustee for Citigroup Mortgage Loan
Trust, Inc. 2006-HE3, Asset-Backed
Pass-Through Certificates Series
2006-HE3 by assignment recorded
in Deed Book 3927, Page 221,
Dougherty County, Georgia
Records, conveying the
after-described property to secure a
Note in the original principal amount
of EIGHTY-FOUR THOUSAND AND
00/100 DOLLARS ($84,000.00), with
interest thereon as set forth therein,
there will be sold at public outcry to
the highest bidder for cash before
the courthouse door of Dougherty
County, Georgia, or at such place as
may be lawfully designated as an
alternative, within the legal hours of
sale on the first Tuesday in October,

2026, the following described
property:
SEE EXHIBIT "A" ATTACHED

HERETO AND MADE A PART
HEREOF

The debt secured by said Security
Deed has been and is hereby
declared due and payable because
of default having been made of the
terms of the Note and Security Deed.
The terms remaining in default, this
sale will be made for the purpose of
paying the total debt, including all
expenses of this sale, as provided in
the Security Deed and by law which
includes, but is not limited to,
attorney's fees (notice pursuant to
O.C.G.A. § 13-1-11 having been
given).

Said property will be sold subject
to any outstanding ad valorem taxes
(including taxes which are a lien, but
not yet due and payable), the right of
redemption of any taxing authority,
any matters which might be
disclosed by an accurate survey and
inspection of the property, any
assessments, liens, encumbrances,
zoning  ordinances,  restrictions,
covenants, and any matters of
record including, but not limited to,
those superior to the Security Deed
first set out above. Said property will
be sold on an "as-is" basis without
any representation, warranty or
recourse against the above-named
or the undersigned. Prospective
bidders must perform their own due
diligence.

Citigroup Mortgage Loan Trust,
Inc. 2006-HES3, Asset-Backed
Pass-Through Certificates Series
2006-HE3, U.S. Bank National
Association, as Trustee is the holder
of the Security Deed to the property
in accordance with OCGA §
44-14-162.2.

The entity that has full authority to
negotiate, amend, and modify all
terms of the mortgage with the
debtor is: NewRez, LLC d/b/a
Shellpoint Mortgage Servicing, 75
Beattie Place, Suite 300, Greenville,
SC 29601, (800) 365-7107.

Note, however, that such entity is
not required by law to negotiate,
amend or modify the terms of the
loan.

Upon information and belief, said
property is more commonly known
as 2005 Melrose Drive, Albany, GA
31707. Should a conflict arise
between the property address and
the legal description, the legal
description shall control.

ATTENTION ALL PROSPECTIVE
BIDDERS: On March 1, 2026, the

data collection and  reporting
requirements  under the U.S.
Financial Crimes Enforcement

Network (FInCEN) new Anti-Money
Laundering Rule (the “Rule”), found
at 89 FR 70258, went into effect. The
Rule applies to certain residential
real estate sale transactions
(including some that go beyond the
typical one-to-four family residence)
where the transfer is to a legal entity
or trust, and which includes cash
purchases, private financing or
financing provided by an institution
not subject to a federal Anti-Money
Laundering or Suspicion Activity
Report requirement. If applicable, as
part of this Rule, buyers and sellers
are required to provide additional
information and documentation about
themselves, their legal entities,
and/or the source of funds used in
the reportable transaction. The
collection of this information and
documentation is required to comply
with the Rule’s federal reporting
requirements, if applicable.* This
notice is provided for informational
purposes only and does not
constitute legal advice. You are
encouraged to consult with your own
independent legal counsel if you
have questions about how the
FinCEN Anti-Money Laundering Rule
affects your transaction and whether
your transaction is reportable.

*The Rule is the subject of
ongoing litigation in  several
jurisdictions. We suggest that you
seek your own legal counsel if you
have questions about the status of
the Rule and its applicability to your
sale, if any.

The sale will be conducted
subject (1) to confirmation that the
sale is not prohibited under the U.S.
Bankruptcy Code, (2) to final
confirmation and audit of the status
of the loan with the holder of the
Security Deed, and (3) to
confirmation that the successful
bidder has timely provided all
information required for reporting
under the Rule, 89 FR 70258, if
applicable.

Citigroup Mortgage Loan Trust,
Inc. 2006-HE3, Asset-Backed
Pass-Through Certificates Series
2006-HE3, U.S. Bank National
Association, as Trustee

as Attorney in Fact for

Eljah Walters and Evelyn A.
Walters
McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLP
1544 Old Alabama Rd
Roswell, GA 30076
www.foreclosurehotline.net
EXHIBIT "A"

The following described property:

All that tract or parcel of land lying
and being in the City of Albany,
Dougherty County, Georgia, and
being all of Lot 201 of Avondale "B"
Subdivision, according to a map or
plat of said subdivision as same is
recorded in Plat Book 2, Page 123,
(Plat Cabinet 1, Slide A-52), in the
Office of the Clerk of Superior Court
of Dougherty County, Georgia.

For Information Purpose Only: The
APN is shown by the County
Assessor as 000Q/00011/004;
Source of Title is Book 2539, Page
263 (Recorded 02/28/03).

JD  October 6, 2026

Our file no. 5368916

5368916
September 12, 19, 26, October 3,
2026
A-881

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER,
DOUGHERTY COUNTY Pursuant to
the Power of Sale contained in a
Security Deed given by Bryant L
Shorter to Mortgage Electronic
Registration ~ Systems, Inc., as
grantee, as nominee for WMC
Mortgage Corp., its successors and
assigns  dated  4/3/2006 and
recorded in Deed Book 3139 Page
101 Dougherty County, Georgia
records; as last transferred to or
acquired by Deutsche Bank National
Trust Company, as Trustee for
Morgan Stanley ABS Capital | Inc.
Trust 2006-WMC2, Mortgage
Pass-Through Certificates, Series
2006-WMC2, conveying the
after-described property to secure a
Note in the original principal amount
of $60,800.00, with interest at the
rate specified therein, there will be
sold by the undersigned at public
outcry to the highest bidder for cash
before the Courthouse door of
Dougherty County, Georgia (or such
other area as designated by Order of
the Superior Court of said county),
within the legal hours of sale on
October 6, 2026 (being the first

Tuesday of said month unless said
date falls on a Federal Holiday, in
which case being the first
Wednesday of said month), the
following described property: All that
certain property situated and being in
Land Lot 242 of the First Land
District of the City of Albany,
Dougherty County, Georgia and
being more particularly described as
all of Lot 325 of Kalmon-Malone
Subdivision, Section 3, according to
a map or plat of said subdivision as
same is recorded in Plat Book 3,
page 30 (Cabinet 1, Slide A-78), in
the Office of the Superior Court,
Dougherty County, Georgia. The
debt secured by said Security Deed
has been and is hereby declared due
because of, among other possible
events of default, failure to pay the
indebtedness as and when due and
in the manner provided in the Note
and Security Deed. The debt
remaining in default, this sale will be
made for the purpose of paying the
same and all expenses of this sale,
as provided in the Security Deed and
by law, including attorney’s fees
(notice of intent to collect attorney’s
fees having been given). Said
property is commonly known as 404
Vick Street, Albany, GA 31705
together with all fixtures and
personal property attached to and
constituting a part of said property, if
any. To the best knowledge and
belief of the undersigned, the party
(or parties) in possession of the
subject property is (are): Bryant L
Shorter or tenant or tenants.
Shellpoint Mortgage Servicing is the
entity or individual designated, who
shall have full authority to negotiate,
amend and modify all terms of the
mortgage.  Shellpoint ~ Mortgage
Servicing PO Box 10826 Greenville,
SC 29603-0826 1-800-365-7107
Note, however, that such entity or
individual is not required by law to
negotiate, amend or modify the
terms of the loan. Said property will
be sold subject to: (a) any
outstanding ad valorem taxes
(including taxes which are a lien, but
not yet due and payable), (b) unpaid
water or sewage bills that constitute
a lien against the property whether
due and payable or not yet due and
payable and which may not be of
record, (c) the right of redemption of
any taxing authority, (d) any matters
which might be disclosed by an
accurate survey and inspection of
the property, and (e) any
assessments, liens, encumbrances,
zoning  ordinances,  restrictions,
covenants, and matters of record
superior to the Security Deed first set
out above. The sale wil be
conducted subject to (1) confirmation
that the sale is not prohibited under
the U.S. Bankruptcy Code; and (2)
final confirmation and audit of the
status of the loan with the holder of
the Security Deed. Pursuant to
0.C.G.A. Section 9-13-172.1, which
allows for certain  procedures
regarding the rescission of judicial
and non-judicial sales in the State of
Georgia, the Deed Under Power and
other foreclosure documents may
not be provided until final
confirmation and audit of the status
of the loan as provided immediately
above. Deutsche Bank National
Trust Company, as Trustee for
Morgan Stanley ABS Capital | Inc.
Trust 2006-WMC2, Mortgage
Pass-Through Certificates, Series
2006-WMC2 as agent and Attorney
in Fact for Bryant L Shorter Aldridge
Pite, LLP, Six Piedmont Center, 3525
Piedmont Road, N.E., Suite 700,
Atlanta, Georgia 30305, (404)
994-7400. 1263-5828A THIS LAW
FIRM MAY BE ACTING AS A DEBT
COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO
COLLECT A DEBT. ANY
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

1263-5828A
September 12, 19, 26, October 3,
2026

A-947

STATE OF GEORGIA

COUNTY OF DOUGHERTY
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
Pursuant to the power of sale
contained in the Security Deed

executed by CHIAKA NEALY to
Mortgage Electronic  Registration
Systems, Inc., as grantee, as a

nominee for Southpoint Financial
Services, Inc. in the original principal
amount of $93,279.00 dated August
29, 2024, and recorded in Deed
Book 5223, Page 266, Dougherty
County records, said Security Deed
being last transferred to PLANET
HOME LENDING, LLC in Deed Book
5397, Page 1-2, Dougherty County
records, the undersigned will sell at
public outcry to the highest bidder for
cash, before the Courthouse door in
said County, or at such other place
as lawfully designated, within the
legal hours of sale, on 11/3/2026, the
property in said Security Deed and
described as follows:

ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF
LAND LYING AND BEING IN LAND
LOT 371 IN THE FIRST LAND
DISTRICT OF DOUGHERTY
COUNTY, GEORGIA AND BEING
ALL OF LOT 37 OF NORTH
SLAPPEY HEIGHTS, ACCORDING
TO A MAP OR PLAT OF SAID
SUBDIVISION AS THE SAME IS
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 1,
PAGE 258 (PLAT CABINET 1,
SLIDE A-33), IN THE OFFICE OF
THE CLERK OF SUPERIOR
COURT OF DOUGHERTY
COUNTY, GEORIGA,

Said property being known as: 1109
19TH AVE, ALBANY, GA 31707

To the best of the undersigned’s
knowledge, the party or parties in
possession of said property is/are
CHIAKA NEALY or tenant(s).

The debt secured by said Security
Deed has been and is hereby
declared due and payable because
of, among other possible events of
default, failure to pay the
indebtedness as provided for in the
Note and said Security Deed. The
debt remaining in default, this sale
will be made for the purpose of
paying the same and all expenses of
sale, including attorney’s fees (notice
of intent to collect attorney’s fees
having been given).

Said property will be sold subject to
the following: (1) any outstanding ad
valorem taxes (including taxes which
are a lien, whether or not yet due
and payable); (2) the right of
redemption of any taxing authority;
(3) any matters which might be
disclosed by an accurate survey and
inspection of the property; and (4)
any assessments, liens,
encumbrances, zoning ordinances,
restrictions, covenants, and matters
of record superior to the Security
Deed first set out above.

Said sale will be conducted subject
to the following: (1) confirmation that
the sale is not prohibited under the
U.S. Bankruptcy Code; and (2) final
confirmation and audit of the status
of the loan with the holder of the
Security Deed.

The name, address, and telephone
number of the individual or entity who

has full authority to negotiate,
amend, and modify all terms of the
mortgage is as follows:
Planet Home Lending, LLC
321 Research Parkway, Suite 303
Meriden, CT 06450
1-855-884-2250
Note that pursuant to O.C.G.A. §
44-14-162.2, the above individual or
entity is not required by law to
negotiate, amend, or modify the
terms of the mortgage.
THIS LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS A
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING
TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY
INFORMATION OBTAINED MAY BE
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
PLANET HOME LENDING, LLC,
as Attorney-in-Fact for
CHIAKA NEALY
Robertson, Anschutz, Schneid,
Crane & Partners, PLLC
13010 Morris Rd., Suite 450
Alpharetta, GA 30004
Phone: 470-321-7112
Firm File No. 26-445818
October 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, 2026

A-886

STATE OF GEORGIA

COUNTY OF DOUGHERTY
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
Pursuant to the power of sale
contained in the Security Deed
executed by VIVIAN STUBBS to
MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC
REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC.,
AS GRANTEE, AS NOMINEE FOR
MORTGAGE LENDERS NETWORK
USA, INC in the original principal
amount of $84,000.00 dated June
24, 2005, and recorded in Deed
Book 3003, Page 196, Dougherty
County records, said Security Deed
being last transferred to U.S. BANK

NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION, AS
TRUSTEE FOR  RESIDENTIAL
ASSET SECURITIES

CORPORATION, HOME EQUITY
MORTGAGE ASSET-BACKED
PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES,
SERIES 2005-EMX3 in Deed Book
4067, Page 247, Dougherty County
records, the undersigned will sell at
public outcry to the highest bidder for
cash, before the Courthouse door in
said County, or at such other place
as lawfully designated, within the
legal hours of sale, on 10/6/2026, the
property in said Security Deed and
described as follows:

ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF
LAND LYING AND BEING IN THE
COUNTY OF DOUGHERTY, STATE
OF GEORGIA AND BEING ALL OF
LOT 117 OF RADIUM SPRINGS
SUBDIVISION, SECTION 1]
ACCORDING TO A PLAT OF SAME
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 2
PAGE 109 IN THE OFFICE OF THE
CLERK OF SUPERIOR COURT OF
SAID COUNTY.

Said property being known as: 410
HOLLY DR, ALBANY, GA 31705

To the best of the undersigned’s
knowledge, the party or parties in
possession of said property is/are
VIVIAN STUBBS or tenant(s).

The debt secured by said Security
Deed has been and is hereby
declared due and payable because
of, among other possible events of
default, failure to pay the
indebtedness as provided for in the
Note and said Security Deed. The
debt remaining in default, this sale
will be made for the purpose of
paying the same and all expenses of
sale, including attorney’s fees (notice
of intent to collect attorney’s fees
having been given).

Said property will be sold subject to
the following: (1) any outstanding ad
valorem taxes (including taxes which
are a lien, whether or not yet due
and payable); (2) the right of
redemption of any taxing authority;
(3) any matters which might be
disclosed by an accurate survey and
inspection of the property; and (4)
any assessments, liens,
encumbrances, zoning ordinances,
restrictions, covenants, and matters
of record superior to the Security
Deed first set out above.

Said sale will be conducted subject
to the following: (1) confirmation that
the sale is not prohibited under the
U.S. Bankruptcy Code; and (2) final
confirmation and audit of the status
of the loan with the holder of the
Security Deed.

The name, address, and telephone
number of the individual or entity who
has full authority to negotiate,
amend, and modify all terms of the
mortgage is as follows:

Onity Mortgage Corporation f/k/a
PHH Mortgage Corporation
1661 Worthington Road, Suite 100
West Palm Beach, FL 33409
800-887-4420
Note that pursuant to O.C.G.A. §
44-14-162.2, the above individual or
entity is not required by law to
negotiate, amend, or modify the

terms of the mortgage.

THIS LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS A
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING
TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY
INFORMATION OBTAINED MAY BE
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

U.S. BANK NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE FOR
RESIDENTIAL ASSET SECURITIES

CORPORATION, HOME EQUITY
MORTGAGE ASSET-BACKED
PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES,
SERIES 2005-EMX3,
as Attorney-in-Fact for
VIVIAN STUBBS
Robertson,  Anschutz,  Schneid,
Crane & Partners, PLLC
13010 Morris Rd., Suite 450
Alpharetta, GA 30004
Phone: 470-321-7112
Firm File No. 26-445872
September 12, 19, 26, October 3,
2026

A-952

State of Georgia

County of Dougherty

Notice of Foreclosure of Equity of
Redemption Pursuant to O.C.G.A
§48-4-45 and O.C.G.A §48-4-46

TO: Greenleo Development LLC,
Thomas Marshall, any and all heirs
at law of Thomas Marshall, and all
Persons both known and unknown
having any right, title, or interest in or
lien upon or occupying the following
described property.

TAKE NOTICE THAT:

The right to redeem the following
described property, to wit:
00146-00001-013

ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF
LAND, LYING AND BEING IN LAND
LOT 94, 1ST LAND DISTRICT,
DOUGHERTY COUNTY, GEORGIA,
BEING MORE PARTICULARLY
DESCRIBED AS ALL OF LOT 13,
ACCORDING TO A MAP OR PLAT
OF SURVEY ENTITLED "PLAT
PROPERTY OF MRS. FRANCES
WELLMAN", DATED JANUARY 26,
1959, AND RECORDED IN PLAT
BOOK 3, PAGE 28, IN THE
DOUGHERTY COUNTY, GEORGIA

SUPERIOR COURT CLERK'S
OFFICE.
will expire and will be forever

foreclosed and barred on or after
4:00 pm on the 10th day of
November, 2026. The Tax Deed to
which this notice relates is dated the
5th day of August, 2025, and is

recorded in the Office of the Clerk of
Superior Court of Dougherty County,
Georgia, in Deed Book 5339, Page
63. The property may be redeemed
at any time before the 10th day of
November, by payment of
redemption price as fixed and
provided by law to the undersigned
at the following address:

Willa Watts & Lorenzo Covin

Please be governed accordingly.

c/o Mallory Wall Jones

Attorney at Law

410 West Lamar Street Post Office
Box 488

Americus, Georgia 31709

Wallas Walls

Mallory Wall Jones Georgia Bar No.
599788

Gena

Gatewood, Skipper, Rambo &
Moore, P.C.

410 West Lamar Street

Post Office Box 488

Americus, Georgia 31709

Telephone: (229) 924-9316
September 26, October 3, 10, 17,
2026

A-951

State of Georgia

County of Dougherty

Notice of Foreclosure of Equity of
Redemption Pursuant to O.C.G.A
§48-4-45 and O.C.G.A §48-4-46

TO: Carlton Kavaski Jenkins, any
and all heirs at law of Carlton
Kavaski Jenkins, and all Persons
both known and unknown having any
right, title, or interest in or lien upon
or occupying the following described
property.

TAKE NOTICE THAT:

The right to redeem the following
described property, to wit:
000TT-00019-020

ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF
LAND LYING AND BEING IN THE
CITY OF ALBANY, DOUGHERTY
COUNTY, GEORGIA, AND BEING
ALL OF LOT 7, BLOCK H,
JACKSON HEIGHTS ADDITION,
ACCORDING TO A MAP OR PLAT
OF SAID SUBDIVISION AS SHOWN
AND RECORDED AT PLAT BOOK
1, PAGE 229 (PLAT CABINET 1,
SLIDE A-29) IN THE OFFICE OF
THE CLERK OF THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF DOUGHERTY
COUNTY, GEORGIA.

will expire and will be forever
foreclosed and barred on or after
4:00 pm on the 10th day of
November, 2026. The Tax Deed to
which this notice relates is dated the
5th day of August, 2025, and is
recorded in the Office of the Clerk of
Superior Court of Dougherty County,
Georgia, in Deed Book 5339, Page
306. The property may be redeemed
at any time before the 10th day of
November, by payment of
redemption price as fixed and
provided by law to the undersigned
at the following address:

Lorenzo Covin c/o Mallory Wall
Jones Attorney at Law

410 West Lamar Street Post Office
Box 488

Americus, Georgia 31709

Please be governed accordingly.
Malloy Wellforce

Mallory Wall Jones

Georgia Bar No. 599788

Gatewood, Skipper, Rambo &
Moore, P.C.

410 West Lamar Street

Post Office Box 488

Americus, Georgia 31709

Telephone: (229) 924-9316
September 26, October 3, 10, 17,
2026

A-851
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
STATE OF GEORGIA
DOUGHERTY COUNTY
Under and by virtue of the power of
sale contained in that certain
Security Deed from Judy Hicks
Varnell to SB&T A Division of
Synovus Bank, dated February 18,
2016, and recorded June 30, 2016,
in Deed Book 4330, Page 259,
Dougherty County, Georgia
Records; having last been assigned
and transferred to Yellow Skies LLC,
a Nevada limited liability company,
by that Assignment of Note, Security
Instrument, and Other Loan
Documents dated June 11, 2026,
and recorded June 18, 2026, in Deed
Book 5385, Page 778, Dougherty
County, Georgia Records. Said
Security Deed having been given to
secure a Note dated February 18,
2016, in the principal sum of One
hundred thirty-two thousand and
00/100 Dollars ($132,000.00), with
interest thereon as provided for
therein, there will be sold by the
undersigned at public outcry to the
highest bidder for cash before the
Courthouse door of Dougherty
County, Georgia (or at such place as
may be lawfully designated as an
alternative), within the legal hours of
sale on the first Tuesday in October,
2026, all property described in said
Security Deed including but not
limited to the following described
property:
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF
LAND LYING AND BEING IN THE
CITY OF ALBANY, DOUGHERTY
COUNTY, GEORGIA AND BEING
ALL OF LOT 371 OF LAKE PARK
SUBDIVISION “C”, SECTION 5
ACCORDING TO A MAP OR PLAT
OF SAID SUBDIVISION
RECORDED AND SHOWN IN PLAT
BOOK 3 PAGE 198 AND 199 (NOT
PLAT CABINET 1, SLIDE A-99) IN
THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF
SUPERIOR COURT OF
DOUGHERTY COUNTY, GEORGIA.
The property is commonly known as
1804 Lullwater Rd, Albany, GA
31707 according to the present
numbering system in Dougherty
County, Georgia, together with all
fixtures and personal property
attached to and constituting a part of
said property, if any. In the event of a
conflict between the property
address and the legal description,
the legal description shall control.
The indebtedness secured by said
Security Deed has been declared
due because of default under the
terms of said Security Deed and
Note. The indebtedness remaining in
default, this sale will be made for the
purpose of paying the same and all
expenses of this sale, including
attorney's fees, as provided for in the
Security Deed and Note and by law
(notice pursuant to O.C.G.A. §
13-1-11 having been given).
Said property will be sold on an
“as-is” basis without any
representation, warranty, or recourse
against the above-named or the
undersigned. The sale will be subject
to any superior Security Deeds of
record; all zoning ordinances; any
matters which might be disclosed by
an accurate survey or by an
inspection of the property; any
outstanding taxes, including but not
limited to ad valorem taxes, which
constitute liens upon said property
(including those which are a lien, but
not yet due and payable); special
assessments; all outstanding bills for
public utilities which constitute liens
upon said property whether due and
payable or not yet due and payable
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and which might not be of record; the
right of redemption of any taxing
authority; all restrictive covenants,
liens, encumbrances, restrictions,
covenants, easements, rights
of-way, and any other matters of
record superior to said Security
Deed.

The sale will be conducted subject to
(1) confirmation that the sale is not
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy
Code, and (2) final confirmation and
audit of the status of the loan.
Pursuant to the provisions of
O.C.GA. § 9-13-1721, which
permits the rescission of judicial and

Purpose. 00000010904860 Barrett
Daffin Frappier Turner & Engel, LLP
4004 Belt Line Road, Suite 100
Addison, Texas 75001 Telephone:

(972) 341-5398.
September 12, 19, 26, October 3,
2026

A-882

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
STATE OF GEORGIA, COUNTY OF
DOUGHERTY

By virtue of a Power of Sale
contained in that certain Security
Deed from Tahjanyque Barthel, a

sold at public outcry to the highest
bidder for cash before the
Courthouse door of Dougherty
County, Georgia, within the legal
hours of sale on 10/6/2026, the
following described property: ALL
THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF
LAND LYING AND BEING IN THE
COUNTY OF DOUGHERTY, STATE
OF GEORGIA AND BEING MORE
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS
ALL OF THE NORTH ONE-HALF
(1/2) OF LOT 2 OF THE C.C.
BRANCH SUBDIVISION AS PER
PLAT OF SAME RECORDED IN
PLAT BOOK 2, PAGE 290 (PLAT

A-945

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND

CREDITORS

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF DOUGHERTY
IN RE: ESTATE OF Deryl Sudderth,
DECEASED
All creditors of the Estate of Deryl
Sudderth, DECEASED late of
Dougherty County, are hereby
notified to render their demands to
the undersigned according to law,
and all person indebted to said
estate are required to make
immediate payment to me.
Marie Darsey

Local News Story?

Call Carlton Fletcher 229-888-9300 or carlton.fletcher@albanyherald.com

Release Date: Saturday, October 3, 2026
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to the highest bidder for cash at the PennyMac Loan Services, LLC, covered transfers. Additional 1 Pull itch =
Dougherty County Courthouse within 3043 Townsgate Rd., Westlake  information regarding these ulls a switc
the legal hours of sale on the first Village, CA 91361 818-224-7442. regulations and the  required 2 Birds for whom a =
Tuesday in October, 2026, the Said property will be sold on an transferee information and color is named
following described property: The ‘as-is"  basis  without  any certifications can be found at 3 More than ready &5
Land Referred To Herein Below Is representation, warranty or recourse https://www.federalregister.gov/docu 4 Bath wat

against the above-named or the ments/2024/08/29/2024-19198/anti- atn water

Situated In The County Of
Dougherty, State Of Georgia. And Is
Described As Follows: All That Tract
Or Parcel Of Land Situate. Lying And
Being In The City Of Albany,
Dougherty County, Georgia And
Being All Of Lot 210 Of Sherwood
Acres  Subdivision.  Section 2,
According To A Map Or Plat Of Said
Subdivision As Same Is Recorded In
Plat Book 3 Page 137 (Plat Cabinet
1. Slide A-91) In The Office Of The
Clerk Of Superior Court Of

transferred to PennyMac Loan

Services, LLC, its successors and

undersigned. The sale will also be
subject to the following items which
may affect the title: a) zoning
ordinances; b) matters which would
be disclosed by an accurate survey
or by an inspection of the property;
c) any outstanding ad valorem taxes,
including taxes, which constitute
liens upon said property whether or
not now due and payable; d) special
assessments; e) the right of
redemption of any taxing authority; f)

made for the purpose of paying the
same and all expenses of the sale,
as provided in the Security Deed and

money-laundering-regulations-for-re
sidential-real-estate-transfers ~ and
https://www.fincen.gov/rre-fags#D_5.
To the best knowledge and belief of
the undersigned, the party(ies) in
possession of the property is (are)
TERRY ALLEN BISHOP AND
VICKIE ANN BISHOP, AS JOINT
TENANTS WITH RIGHTS OF
SURVIVORSHIP or tenant(s) or
other occupants.

The sale will be conducted subject to

2026

PICKUP ¢ DELIVERY

19 Bases for busts

21 Not accidental

5 Spilit evenly,
informally

under the sun”
20 Heart’s location?

ANSWER TO TODAY'S PUZILE:

By Tom Pepper

10/03/26

©2026 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

RELEASE DATE—Sunday, October 4, 2026

Los Angeles Times Sunday Crossword Puzzle

Edited by Patti Varol

Dougherty County. Georgia And all outstanding bills for public utilities (1) confirmation that the sale is not “RANGE”OF 92 *Dropping 132 “Sunrise’ Iocalg 17 Naiye ones 55 _Repeath word 97 “__ yv? meet
Kno\?vn Ks 22O7y Sharong Avenue Which constitute liens upon said prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy MOTION” BY hints about the 133 “Hey, c'mere! 19 Series of in a Doris Day again
According To The Present System Property; g) all restrictive covenants, ~ Code, (2) final confirmation and audit ZHOUQIN release ofa 134 Like a haunted setbacks, in CIaSSIC' 101 Tal§e turns
Of Numbering In Albany. Dougherty ~€@sements, rights-of-way and any of the status of the loan with the BURNIKEL director’s cut, house slang ] 57 Works in a 103 ‘Mi_essu...”
County. Georgia. Parcel |D: Other matters of record superior to  holder of the Security Deed, and (3) perhaps? 23 Travel permit gallery 104 Catch in a snare
000SS/00002/006 Commonly Said Security Deed. To the best of any right of redemption or other lien ACROSS 95 Take the wheel DOWN 24 Like sprinters 60 Concealer target 106 Wyoming range,
Known As 2207 Sharon Drive. the knowledge and belief of the not extinguished by foreclosure. 1 Beauty 96 Hill worker? 1 Just terrible 30 In short supply 64 Moo __ shrimp or when read as
Albany, GA 31707 However, By undersigned, the owners and party in - The sale is conducted on behalf of entrepreneur 98 User withoutan 2 River pastArles 32 Hip-hop pioneer 65 Relay three parts, how
Showing This Address No Additional ~Possession of the property are the secured creditor under the power Elizabeth account 3 Classmate of from Compton 67 Hesitant around the answers
Coverage Is Provided The debt lahjanyque Barthel and or tenant(s). of sale granted in the aforementioned 6 Resort near 99 Small ensemble Beavis 33 Those, in strangers to the starred
secured by said Deed to Secure The salg WI||‘be conducted sub[ect to security instrument, specmca"y S bird 100 A 4 AED-trained Tii 70 R h |
. 1) confirmation that the sale is not  being Freodom Mortgage nowbir ssn. traine juana eacl clues were
Debt has been and is hereby hibited under the U.S. Bankrunt ) . 10 28-Across flow 102 Hard water? pro 35 Support for a consensus formed?
declared due because of, among PrOTRIEC UAGET e .5 BERKUPIeY - Corporation as Attorney in Fact for 14 Captain with an 105 Back 5 Zero ch dri 72 Gowt. intel 107 Sundae toppi
, code and 2) final confirmation and TERRY ALLEN BISHOP AND Captain wi ackspace over ero chance river ovt. intel org. undae topping
other possible events of default, - . * . 3
failure 1o pav the indebtedness as audit of the status of the loan with the  VICKIE ANN BISHOP, AS JOINT ivory leg 107 *Blueprintsfora 6 __/ace: 37 Little ones 73 Bank deposit? 108 Like swifts, but
and whenpdﬂe and in the manner holder of the Security Deed. TENANTS WITH RIGHTS OF 18 Frisbee maker new wardrobe? LGBTQ+ 40 Fantasy 74 North Atlantic not Swifties
ided i PennyMac Loan Services, LLC SURVIVORSHIP. 19 Like samosas 113 Nonconformist orientation monster hazard 109 Prim and proper
provided in the Note and Deed to ! L Ny " . "
Secure Debt. Because the debt @as Attorney-in-Fact for Nestor Solutions, LLC 214 5th and wontons 117 Invisible ink? 7 Inreal time 41 Very bright 75 GQ and Cosmo 110 Hits the brakes
remains in default, this sale will be 1ahjanyque Barthel, a married Street, Suite 205, Huntington Beach, 20 Vein contents 118 “This instant!” 8 Saw things? 42 “ need aride 76 Exam for HS jrs. 111 Matters of
made for the purpose of paying the ~Woman California 92648, (888) 403-4115, 21 Span.ish 120 Accessory for a 9 Lover o_f home” 77 Reube_n bread opinic_)n?
same and all expenses of this sale, ~Contact: TS #2026-26273-GA. N “nothing” fish tank Aphrodite 44 “I'll be!” 79 “Stop right there” 112 Sushi bar
as provided in the Deed to Secure ~Padgett Law Group: 6267 Old Water  For  sale  information,  visit: 22 *Motto of a 121 Versalilles 10 Chop (off) 46 Public address 81 “The Real’ bottles
Debt and by law, including attoney’s ~ Oak Road, Suite 203, Tallahassee,  https:/www.nestortrustee.com/sales calligraphy monarch 11 Playground 48 “Ill be!” co-host Love 114 Supermodel
fees (notice of intent to collect FL 32312 (850) 422-2520 -information.com  or call  (888) enthusiast? 122 Rotary phone retort 49 Marian 82 Approximately Shayk
attorney’s fees having been given). Casgettgg;sgﬂgs;g 26, October 3 902‘339519- bor 12 19. 26, October 3 25 Turning point? part 12 Putona Anderson, for 84 Deit 115 “The Weir®
Pennymac Loan Services, LLC holds » 19 20, ’ eptember 12, 19, 26, Uctol 28(;26' 26 Mono- kin 123 *Like a sawmill pedestal one 86 “R u kidding!?” playwright
the duly endorsed "i"‘eh and is the 5 ggg 27 Brand of kitchen without disposal 13 Criticize harshly ~ 50 “It's Too Late” 87 Root veggie McPherson
current assignee of the Security NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER gadgets facilities? 14 Symbols in singer Carole 89 Subsequenty 116 _ -face:
E(‘f:r? Sg’rvi::les Ei‘g’e;tym'm Pg:”g;ﬂiﬁ GEORGIA, DOUGHERTY COUNTY 28 Sicilian peak 127 Walking pace Egyptian 51 Scenographer's 91 Flower on smooching
; o 801G : Under and by virtue of the Power of 29 Locale for clam 128 Piece in Azul or iconography designs Mississippi’s 119 Social media
of and, as necessary, in consultation Sale contained in that certain . ) ) ) )
with Pennymac Loan Services, LLC ) . Yo U R diggers mahjong 15 Capital city 53 Like many state quarter labels
(the current investor on the loan), is  ocourty Deed ‘given by TERRY 31 Weapon in Clue 129 Patronage that's home to horror films 93 Swarm (with) 124 Get in a pool
the entity with the full authority to Q'I‘slﬁgpmsxg P J'g\:ﬁ.rv'cfr}gﬁ Aﬁl’:lrg 34 *Transgressions 130 Spanish boys Turtle Tower 54 Genre for 94 Christmas and 125 Trivial complaint
negotiate, amend, and modify all \viTH RIGHTS OF SURVIVORSHIP AD included ir; 131 Concludes 16 Embellish Talking Heads Easter 126 Shaving brand
terms of the loan. Pursuant to to Mortgage Electronic Registration textbooks? 2 3 4 6 7 8 9 12 |18 14 |15 |16 |17

0.C.G.A. § 44-14-162.2, Pennymac
Loan Services, LLC may be
contacted at: Pennymac Loan
Services, LLC, 3043 Townsgate
Road, Suite 200, Westlake Village,
CA 91361, 866-549-3583. Please
note that, pursuant to O.C.G.A. §
44-14-162.2, the secured creditor is
not required to amend or modify the
terms of the loan. To the best
knowledge and belief of the
undersigned, the party/parties in
possession of the subject property
known as 2207 Sharon Drive,
Albany, Georgia 31707 is/are: Barry
E Savage And Cherry W Savage or
tenant/tenants. Said property will be
sold subject to (a) any outstanding
ad valorem taxes (including taxes
which are a lien, but not yet due and
payable), (b) any matters which
might be disclosed by an accurate
survey and inspection of the
property, and (c) all matters of
record superior to the Deed to
Secure Debt first set out above,
including, but not limited to,
assessments, liens, encumbrances,
zoning ordinances, easements,
restrictions, covenants,etc. T h e
sale will be conducted subject to (1)
confirmation that the sale is not
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy
Code; and (2) final confirmation and
audit of the status of the loan with the
holder of the security deed. Pursuant
to O.C.G.A. Section 9-13-172.1,
which allows for certain procedures
regarding the rescission of judicial
and nonjudicial sales in the State of
Georgia, the Deed Under Power and
other foreclosure documents may
not be provided until final
confirmation and audit of the status
of the loan as provided in the
preceding paragraph. Pennymac
Loan Services, LLC as Attorney in
Fact for Barry E Savage And Cherry
W Savage. This Law Firm Is Acting
As A Debt Collector Attempting To
Collect A Debt. Any Information

Systems, Inc.,, as Grantor, as
nominee for New Day Financial,
LLC, its successors and assigns,
dated 7/31/2020, and recorded on
8/3/2020, in  Instrument No.:
D2020004580, Deed Book 4729,
Page 312, Dougherty County,
Georgia records, as last assigned
to Freedom Mortgage Corporation by
assignment recorded on 7/27/2026 in
Instrument No.: D2026-004419 Deed
Book 5391, Page 26, conveying the
after-described property to secure a
Note in the original principal amount
of $39,368.00, with interest thereon
as provided for therein, there will be

Call or email Phil Cody
to book your ad space:
229.888.9300
phil.cody@albanyherald.com
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36 Second chance
for a student

38 Canonized Mlle.
39 In the style of

21

40 Like much
music of the

25

1990s
43 Jaguar’s roar

45 Inexact no.

47 Birds similar to
crows

52 *Devoted
followers
of painter
O’Keeffe?

56 Dessert that
may have a

lattice crust
58 Alfa __: sports

cars
59 Cause of a
quick blessing
61 College official
62 Chemical suffix
63 Scratchy sound
66 Most twisted

68 Indoor rowers
69 Part of LGBTQ+

71 *Timepiece
worn by a “Star

Wars” pilot?
74 Actress Arthur
75 Video file format
77 Country that
borders 14 other
countries

78 Jekyll's
counterpart
80 __-pitch softball

83 Off the mark
85 Sudden bursts

88 46-Down
deliverer
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50, OBVIOUSLY, IT'S
GONNA BE MY NEW
HYPERFIXATION.

THE CHARACTERS ARE
JUST RIP-OFF5 OF OTHER,
BETTER CHARACTERS. THE
PLOTLINES ARE PAPER
THIN AND HALF OF 'EM
DON'T GO ANYWHERE.

THIS CoMic BooK
ISN'T REALLY ALL
THAT GREAT.

-
<

=
=
§
>
-

1 JusT
FINISHED THIS
CoMIc BookK L
SERIES AND TS
SOMETHING.

IT STARTS ouT
LIKE A GOLDEN
) AGE CoMIC.
VERY "EVERYTHING
IS BLACK AND WHITE."

A GOODY TWO-5HOES.

THE MAIN HERO (5

HONESTLY, HE'S
PRETTY BLAND.

BUT THEN, IN THE
LAST ISSUE, IT
TURNS ouT THE
REST OF THE RUN
WAS A DREAM!
THE HERO'S
BEEN TRAPPED
IN A DEVICE AND
SOMEONE'S BEEN
FEEDING HIM
HALLUCINATIONS.

BUT IF Y0U GET |
INTO THE LORE—

BUT EVERY ONCE
IN A WHILE, 00
GET THESE HINTS
THAT SOMETHING'S
NOT QUITE RIGHT,
AND THE HERO
SEES IT, TooO.

IT'S Two IN TH'
MORNIN". THIS
AIN'TSK A GooD
TIME.

IT'S THE PERFECT
TIME! | Do MY BEST
CONVERSATIN'
WHEN IT'S
INCONVENIENT.

will be necessary to complete the puzzle.

CLUES

1 influence or authority (4)

2 happens before (8)

3 resides temporarily (6)

4 color photo quality (10)

5 city formerly called Edo (5)

6 Father John of indie rock (5)
7 vertically challenged Martin (5)

7 LITTLE WORDS

Find the 7 words to match the 7 clues. The numbers in parentheses
represent the number of letters in each solution. Each letter
combination can be used only once, but all letter combinations

SOLUTIONS

CLUES

7 LITTLE WORDS

Find the 7 words to match the 7 clues. The numbers in parentheses
represent the number of letters in each solution. Each letter
combination can be used only once, but all letter combinations

will be necessary to complete the puzzle.

SOLUTIONS

Celebrity Cipher cryptograms are created from quotations by famous people, past and present.

“M”JF CQKD IA NLRGF NLT IA VZZD
N BZQYGF DMIFP NLT M°JF GNBFT IA
PCZFP QY NLT XQPD SFLD WNBR NLT

CELEBRITY CIPHER
by Luis Campos

Each letter in the cipher stands for another.

1 like Elvis’ suede shoes (4)

2 people who pry (8)

3 going into a tailspin (9)

4 like Dickens’ Dorrit (6)

5 “Hamnet” author O’Farrell (6)

YGNAFT.” — GFWKZL XNIFP
Previous Solution: “Though your name might be in the title, you have to spread
it around — you have to let other people score the touchdown.” — Carol Burnett

TODAY'S CLUE: S Ssfenba 4
© 2026 by NEA, Inc., dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication 10-2

6 from Barbados (5)

© 2026 Blue Ox Family Games, Inc., Dist. by Andrews McMeel

7 plant with low water needs (9)

© 2026 Blue Ox Family Games, Inc., Dist. by Andrews McMeel

SwW RA ES PR DG ICK BL TT PE GIE
vXQV EVHZPW EMPEM ZN WHQVKVIBM
ED TO RT TI STY BAJ LE SN TE ING DXMP CZI"HM MUXQIEVMB, FIV VXM
LZC SZRME NHZR RQYKPW VXM QHV.”
ON Mi SA LO EC UE OP AN LI RS - MGaQ PZFJMTQBQ
Previous Solution: “I've hurt my ankle and my foot a couple times and I've
ES SHO AY KYO TU XE R OO MAG PAN HY laced my shoes up and just went back and played.” — LeBron James
TODAY'’S CLUE: H Sienbe x
Thursday’s Answers: 1. REMIND 2. CLICK 3. PERPETUATES Friday’s Answers: 1. SWAY 2. PRECEDES 3. LODGES © 2026 by NEA, Inc., dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication 10-3
4. MICROPHONE 5. ABECEDARIAN 6. FERNANDO 7. BARISTAS 10/2 4. SATURATION 5. TOKYO 6. MISTY 7. SHORT 10/3

Celebrity Cipher cryptograms are created from quotations by famous people, past and present.

“KV SQP FM BKNNKSIJV VZ YMMA

CELEBRITY CIPHER
by Luis Campos

Each letter in the cipher stands for another.

What
to watch
SATURDAY

October 3, 2026

All times Eastern. Start times can vary based
on cable/satellite provider. Confirm times on
your on-screen guide.

MLB Playoffs:

Division Series: Game 1
TBS/truTV & FOX/FS1,

beginning at 1 p.m. Live

The best-of-five-game Division Series opens
today with the American League on TBS and
truTV, and the National League on FOX or
FS1.

A Knight to Remember
Hallmark Channel, 8 p.m. = Original Film
A statue of an English knight (James Trevena)
arrives in Chicago for an art exhibit and
things get a little crazy. While cleaning the
statue, museum conservator Emily (Julie
Gonzalo) impulsively kisses the statue,
bringing him to life.

A Doctor to Die For:
The Sarah Harris Story

Lifetime, 8 p.m. m Original Film

Based on a true story, the film follows Sarah
(Siobhan Williams), a young woman drawn
into a dangerous relationship with a middle-
aged oral surgeon, Dr. James Ryan (Luke
Macfarlane), with a mysterious past.

Austin City Limits
PBS, 11 p.m.

English singer-songwriter Sienna Spiro
performs highlights from her acclaimed
debut studio album Visitor, released in July.

Saturday Night Live
NBC, 11:25 p.m. Live

Dakota Johnson (Verity) hosts with musical
guest Turnstile (“Birds”).

CATCH A CLASSIC

Two for One:

John Turturro
TCM, beginning at 8 p.m.

John Turturro, known for playing fierce,
unforgettable characters ranging from
pizza maker Pino in Do the Right Thing
(1989) to crime boss Carmine Falcone

in The Batman (2022), shares two of his
favorite films tonight. First is 1947’s Out
of the Past (pictured), widely regarded
as the gold standard of film noir. Robert
Mitchum delivers a definitive performance
as a quiet gas station owner whose dark
past as a private detective catches up with
him through a dangerous assignment for a
ruthless gambler, played by Kirk Douglas.
Jane Greer costars as the ultimate femme
fatale. Following that is The Set-Up (1949),

‘A Knight to
Remember’

' ‘“’x}';ﬁ
RKO RADIO PICTURES
directed by Robert Wise, a gritty, 73-minute
film noir that unfolds in real time. Robert
Ryan stars as Bill “Stoker” Thompson, an
aging fighter whose crooked manager
secretly takes a bribe for him to lose
his next match. Stacked against a much
younger and fitter opponent, with a large
bet riding on his fall, Stoker must decide
whether to surrender or go down fighting.

MOVIES
YOUW’LL LOVE

BROOKE PALMER

Little Nicky (2000, Comedy) Adam
Sandler, Patricia Arquette VH1,

6 p.m.

Oppenheimer (2023, Biography)
Cillian Murphy, Emily Blunt E!, 6 p.m.
It (2017, Horror) Jaeden Lieberher,
Jeremy Ray Taylor AMC, 7 p.m.
Thor: The Dark World (2013, Action)
Chris Hemsworth, Natalie Portman
FX,7 p.m.

Grumpy Old Men (1993, Comedy)
Jack Lemmon, Walter Matthau CMT,
7:15 p.m.

Bean (1997, Comedy) Rowan
Atkinson, Peter MacNicol VH1, 8 p.m.
Trading Places (1983, Comedy) Dan
Aykroyd, Eddie Murphy Sundance,

8 p.m.

Grizzly Night (2025, Drama) Charles
Esten, Oded Fehr SHO, 9 p.m.

Step Brothers (2008, Comedy)

Will Ferrell, John C. Reilly Comedy
Central, 9 p.m.

Ghosthbusters (1984, Comedy) Bill
Murray, Dan Aykroyd FX, 9:30 p.m.
Carrie (2013, Horror) Chloé Grace
Moretz, Julianne Moore AMC,

10 p.m.

Hostel (2005, Horror) Jay Hernandez,
Derek Richardson IFC, 10:45 p.m.
Lee Cronin’s The Mummy (2026,
Horror) Jack Reynor, Laia Costa HBO,
11:25 p.m.

From the editors of
TV Weekly and tvinsider.com

amily Saga -+
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What
to watch
SUNDAY

October 4, 2026

All times Eastern. Start times can vary based
on cable/satellite provider. Confirm times on
your on-screen guide.

The Simpsons

FOX, 8 p.m.

Bart and Lisa (voices of Nancy Cartwright
and Yeardley Smith) adopt an abandoned
baby chimp and clash over their surprisingly
different parenting styles in the new episode.

The Marlow Murder Club
PBS, 8 p.m.

When a popular but tempestuous celebrity
chef is murdered during his cookbook launch,
there’s no shortage of suspects in the new
episode “An Appetite for Murder: Part One.”

90 Day Fiancé:
The Other Way

TLC, 8 p.m. m Season Premiere

New cultures, complicated family dynamics
and unexpected challenges greet five new
couples and two returning pairs on this pop-
ular 90 Day Fiancé spinoff.

CATCH A CLASSIC

Beltway Conspiracies
TCM, beginning at 8 p.m.

Tonight’s “Beltway Conspiracies” theme
includes a pair of films driven by deep
paranoia, institutional corruption and the
relentless pursuit of hidden truths, standing
as towering pillars of American political
suspense. Directed with the tense, method-
ical pacing of a detective thriller, 1976's All
the President’s Men (pictured) turns the
tedium of investigative journalism into a
gripping cinematic master class, with Robert
Redford and Dustin Hoffman starring as re-
porters Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein,
who chase down a seemingly minor break-in
until it leads all the way to the Oval Office.
Next up, 1962’s The Manchurian Candidate
is a sharp Cold War thriller that blends dark

Stayluned

What2Watch All Month Long!

Marshals
CBS, 8:30 p.m. ®m Season Premiere

When Kayce (Luke Grimes) realizes Tate
(Brecken Merrill) has been taken hostage,
he goes rogue in a desperate race to save
his son as the Marshals uncover a powerful
criminal operation tied to the East Camp
land grah. A violent showdown ensues, put-
ting everything Kayce cares about at risk,
on the second season premiere “All Hat No
Cattle.”

Animal Control

FOX, 8:30 p.m.

Shred (Michael Rowland) spirals when he
discovers a negative online review about
him that could reflect poorly on the pre-
cinct in the new episode “Crows and Lizard
Legs.”

WARNER BROS.
satire with intense psychological suspense.
Frank Sinatra stars as Maj. Bennett Marco,

a veteran whose mind and platoon were
hijacked during the Korean War, leaving him
haunted by nightmares of a communist plot,
while Laurence Harvey delivers a chilling
performance as Raymond Shaw, a deco-
rated soldier who has been programmed

to act as an assassin and is manipulated

at every turn by his terrifyingly ambitious
mother, played by Angela Lansbury.

‘Tracker’

TYLER GOLDEN, CBS

Marble Hall Murders
PBS, 9 p.m.

As tensions escalate, Susan (Lesley Manville)
desperately races against time to unmask
the real murderer.

High Value Target:
The Hunt for Saddam

TNT, 9 p.m. ® Season Finale

In the season finale, John (Joel Kinnaman)
becomes a pariah in Washington by trying to
save Saddam (Waleed Zuaiter) and warning
about the coming threat of Iran. A meeting in
the White House gives John one last chance
to convince President Bush (Paul Ryan) to
alter the course of the Middle East.

Tracker
CBS, 9:30 p.m. ® Season Premiere

The CBS drama is doing something different
when it returns for Season 4: The audience
knows something rewardist Colter Shaw
(Justin Hartley) doesn’t. His brother, Russell
(a returning Jensen Ackles), agreed to do a
shady job in exchange for keeping Colter in
the dark about something their father did to
him as a kid. “Something haunts Colter, and
you’ll see a hint in the premiere, something
that has been lingering that we reintroduce
in his life,” Hartley shares. “We’re used to
seeing him look for someone or something,
then find it. It's [not] always the case where
people get everything they want. He’s hu-
man, he does fail, and that weighs on him.”

Trespasses
PBS, 10 p.m.

The drama series following a forbidden love
affair in 1975 Northern Ireland continues.
Amid secrets and danger, Cushla and Mi-
chael’s (Lola Petticrew and Tom Cullen) love
deepens, until she learns that he’s lied to her.

' 500+MOVIES

MOVIES
YOU’LL LOVE

‘Cruella’

WALT DISNEY PICTURES

The Lost Boys (1987, Horror) Jason
Patric, Corey Haim BBC America,
6 p.m.

Son-in-Law (1993, Comedy) Pauly
Shore, Carla Gugino CMT, 6:15 p.m.

Hocus Pocus (1993, Family)
Bette Midler, Sarah Jessica Parker
Freeform, 6:45 p.m.

Despicable Me 3 (2017, Children)
Steve Carell, Kristen Wiig NICK,
7 p.m.

Tim Burton’s The Nightmare
Before Christmas (1993, Children)
Danny Elfman, Chris Sarandon Dis-
ney, 7 p.m.

Sweet Home Alabama (2002,
Romance-comedy) Reese Wither-
spoon, Josh Lucas CW, 7:30 p.m.

Cruella (2021, Comedy) Emma
Stone, Emma Thompson ABC,
8 p.m.

Silver Bullet (1985, Horror) Gary
Busey, Corey Haim BBC America,
8 p.m.

Where No One Can Find Her
(2026, Suspense) Brianna Cohen,
Casey Breneman Lifetime, 8 p.m.

An American Werewolf in London
(1981, Horror) David Naughton,
Jenny Agutter BBC America,

10 p.m.

The Matrix Resurrections (2021,
Science fiction) Keanu Reeves, Car-
rie-Anne Moss TNT, 11 p.m.

Friday the 13th (2009, Horror)
Jared Padalecki, Danielle Pana-
baker AMC, 11:10 p.m.

From the editors of
TV Weekly and tvinsider.com

IN EVERY ISSUE!
$3.99/Month
CALL: 888-899-9992

Mention code: tunel

What
to watch
MONDAY

October 5, 2026

All times Eastern. Start times can vary based
on cable/satellite provider. Confirm times on
your on-screen guide.

NFL Football:

Atlanta at New Orleans
ESPN, 8 p.m. Live

An NFC South matchup on Monday Night
Football has the Atlanta Falcons in the Big
Easy to take on the New Orleans Saints.

FBI
CBS, 8 p.m. ® Season Premiere

After a young traveler is found shot dead in
a state park, the team discovers she was wit-
ness to an execution of a person involved in
a top-secret government-sponsored project
in the Season 9 premiere “Rendition.”

Celebrity Name That Tune
FOX, 8 p.m.

Billy Billingham takes on Jason “Foxy” Fox
and an air traffic controller from Ohio takes
on a Navy sailor in the new episode “A Mili-
tary Musical Mission.”

CATCH A CLASSIC

Star of the Month:
Myrna Loy

TCM, beginning at 7:15 a.m.

Myrna Loy, October’s Star of the Month,
started her film career playing exotic
villains and background dancers before
becoming one of Hollywood'’s higgest stars.
After years of small roles in the late 1920s

and early 1930s, her big break came in 1934

as Nora Charles in The Thin Man, where her
smart humor and chemistry with William
Powell won over audiences. With her sharp
wit and down-to-earth style, she brought
intelligence and grace to every role, re-
maining one of the most beloved stars of
Hollywood’s golden age. Today’s Loy lineup
includes 15 of her films, from Noah’s Ark

Stayluned

What2Watch All Month Long!

Private Eyes West Coast
The CW, 8 p.m. = New Series

Fans who followed the adventures of Toronto
private investigators Angie Everett (Cindy
Sampson) and Matt Shade (Jason Priestley)
in Private Eyes need to check out this new
series that picks up five years later. They're
now married, have a baby and have moved
to a beautiful home in Victoria, British Co-
lumbia. When a rare date night out is inter-
rupted by a murder, they find themselves
pulled back into the PI business.

CIA

CBS, 9 p.m. ® Season Premiere

The police procedural drama returns for Sea-

son 2 with “The Deep.” When a known cartel
fixer arrives in New York, the team tracks
him down and discovers the body of a DEA
agent. After it becomes clear the case is not

what it seems, the team must work quickly to

prevent additional murders.

MGM

(1929) to The Great Ziegfeld (1936), with
many classics in between. At MGM, Loy was
known for her range and natural charm.
She easily moved between comedies like
Libeled Lady (1936) to serious dramas like
Evelyn Prentice (1934). Other highlights
today include Manhattan Melodrama
(1934) — Loy’s first of many films with Pow-
ell — the fast-paced 1940 comedy I Love
You Again (pictured) and the marital
farce Love Crazy (1941).

Law & Order Toronto:
Criminal Intent

The CW, 9 p.m. ® Season Premiere

The detective drama returns for Season

2 with “White Squirrel City.” When an un-
housed man is stabbed to death in a down-
town park, Henry Graff and Frankie Bateman
(Aden Young and Kathleen Munroe) are
called to investigate as attention turns to his
various neighbors.

Celebrity
Weakest Link

FOX, 9 p.m.

Eight of the most popular athletes from the
worlds of professional football, baseball,
soccer and baskethall compete to win up to
$1 million for the charity of their choosing
in the new episode “Ballers.” Jane Lynch
hosts.

Harlan Coben’s
Final Twist

CBS, 10 p.m. = Season Premiere

Season 2 of the true-crime series from mys-
tery author Harlan Coben premieres with
“Betsy’s Trust.” When a Missouri mother is
found stabbed to death in her home, the
investigation leads to her hushand as the
prime suspect — until the discovery of more
dead bodies unravels a story everyone
thought they understood.

Line of Fire
NBC, 10 p.m.

Russ and Clare (Taylor Bloom and Kat Cun-
ning) race the clock to crack a grand jury
tampering case in the new episode.

Independent Lens
PBS, 10 p.m.

Filmmaker Nick Beaulieu navigates racial
justice and a personal reckoning with his
conservative father in “My Omaha.”

' 500+MOVIES

2
DARKO SIKMAN, THE CW

MOVIES
YOU’LL LOVE

QUANTRELL D. COLBERT

Mission Impossible: Fallout
(2018, Action) Tom Cruise, Henry
Cavill FX, 6 p.m.

To Kill a Stepfather (2023, Sus-
pense) Alexandra Camacho, Kelly
McCart LMN, 6 p.m.

Ghostbusters (2016, Comedy) Me-
lissa McCarthy, Kristen Wiig SYFY,
7 p.m.

The Addams Family (2019, Chil-
dren) Oscar Isaac, Charlize Theron
NICK, 7 p.m.

Final Destination (2000, Horror)
Devon Sawa, Ali Larter AMC, 8 p.m.

Independence Day (1996, Science
fiction) Will Smith, Bill Pullman
TNT, 8 p.m.

Jeepers Creepers (2001, Horror)
Gina Philips, Justin Long BBC
America, 8 p.m.

Miss Congeniality (2000, Comedy)
Sandra Bullock, Michael Caine Par-
amount, 8 p.m.

Uncharted (2022, Adventure)
Tom Holland, Mark Wahlberg FX,
9:30 p.m.

Halloween (2018, Horror) Jamie Lee
Curtis, Judy Greer SYFY, 10 p.m.

Stolen by Their Father (2022,
Docudrama) Sarah Drew, Kimonas
Kouris LMN, 10 p.m.

Ride Along 2 (2016, Comedy)
Ice Cube, Kevin Hart Encore,
10:40 p.m.

I, Robot (2004, Science fiction)
Will Smith, Bridget Moynahan TNT,
11 p.m.

From the editors of
TV Weekly and tvinsider.com

IN EVERY ISSUE!
$3.99/Month
CALL: 888-899-9992

Mention code: tunel
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wHaTs THAT N [ 1e come sorT
THING, GRAMPA? OF EXERCISE

S CONTRAPTION |

| THOUGHT
'D GNE T e

FIXING WINPOWS
CRAGH! 15 PROBABLY 60093

EXERCISE 10O,

©2008 Brian Crane, dist. by Andrews McMeel Syrdication
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ARE WE FALLING
FOR LONGER
THAN USUAL
THESE DAYS?

YOU'RE BOUND TO GET

BETTER AT ANYTHING
YOU PRACTICE, DUDE.

o

B 104

©2026 TAUHID BONDIA, DIST. BY ANDREWS MCMEEL

Daddy takes the day off
and leaves us at the mercy
of Billy and his bag of puns.

- -~ / P2
o e AN
— - ~—

" o6t On dotted ( ine

XN take
[l s “
A fnny Opening Line memgle, i
2 ;

=
Dol ly picking
+he lesser of
two weevils

%
y Up to the SO0 :
?bpvitcher frrd
4 Following the Blue Prince
F.armerg A"-mn M \(W\M.‘fngl\:;m\ls. com @'SO%ﬁiLKemeIm.Dis'nbtﬁ(y:Fei\'ﬂv‘eﬁ Sypb.

.. ARE YOU
VOICE-NAGGING
AND TEXT-NAGGING
MEAT THE
SAME

THERES
ALOTOF
GROUND

TOCOVER

WITH 4OU.

©2026 ZITS Partnership. Dist.by King Features

WE USED To
BE ABLE To
GET AN
ENTIRE
MEAL FOR
LIKE $S.

NOWADAYS,
EVEN HALF
A MEAL
BREAKS THE

I HATE HOW
EXPENSIVE
FAST FooD

©2026 Bil Amend / Dist. by Andrews McMegl
www.foxtrotcom - bilamend @bsky.social

I MEAN, SURE, WE
PROBABLY EAT A LITTLE
MORE Now, BUT STiLL...

KEEP \{N MIND, WE
WEREN'T TEENAGERS
BACK THEN, EITHER.
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THE FAMILY CIRCUS Bil Keane

CLOSE TO HOME John McPherson

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle

©2026 JoyMFUERSON /LIS C. BYANDREWS e WELLSYND. E dl te d by Pa t tl Varol
ACROSS 5 Flight board abbr. 36 Pool equipment 56 Japanese dog
1 Big horn 6 Star Wars Day 40 Railroad station breed
5 “Scoot!” month 42 This, in Spanish 57 Mars exploration
12 Winery tub 7 Figs. targeted by 43 Mix vehicle
15 Human rights phishers 46 “Blue Bloods” 58 Comes across as
lawyer Clooney 8 Kenneth of actor Cariou 59 Toe the line
16 Bacon strips “9-1-17 48 Early afternoon 60 Tame
17 Kerfufile 9 L’Oréal rival hr. 62 To be, in
18 Story told with a 10 “Think” singer 51 Rummages Erench
twist ) Franklin (through) 63 Way out there
20 Replayed tennis 11 French fashion 52 Big grinders 66 Sch. supporter
serve ) letters 53 Sealed the 67 Halloween mo.
21 Gnats, termites, 12 Fast-food combo victory 68 Hi- graphics
and the like 13 Yemeni port -
22 River deposit 14 Handy bag TODAY’S SOLUTION:
23 Timothée 19 “sCobmo __ 7?7 S sTalx
b Chalamet trilogy 23 Believer in a
o set on a desert noninterfering d ANEE!
H 10-2. planet god v ol1|9
B 202661 Keme, e Jeee 24 Like some 25 Woes ) I [n]o
Iz s o \&érne elephants 26 Thunder sound [e) L I
e i 27 “Golly!” 28 Wild beast w NEIR
“Mommy! ’'m done cleaning up 29 Party gift created also called a 319 STaly
my room! Come look quick with a twist wildebeest v 1L 2R
before it gets dirty again!” 34 Tolkien monster 30 Largest city in the
" " g yag 37 Shuts with force Cornhusker State a[3[s|n O1d]0
But Mom. Dad., I love her. 38 Food package 31 Sesame Street’s VIW| I[N
hrase resident Grouch E1IEIEE)
BEETLE BAILEY Wort & Greg Walker a0 BNASe hyof 32 .S 1S
41 Gaps 33 Country singer NEIE 1
| - ) 44 Like many Lovett Staly S
THE OLD MAN RUBBISH. sl SIR I'VE ALREADY MADE supermodels 34 Patron saint of
SHOULD RETIRE/ EXPERIENCE th ¢ EVERY MISTAKE A 45 Dizzy Norway LIVIA A
COuUNTS! K SOLDIERCOULD! 47 Simply must 35 Uncommon 10/02/26
49 Filmmaker Spike 3 T 1z

50 Cocktail served
with a twist

54 “Pagliacci” clown

55 Carriers of raw
metals

59 Fail to mention

61 Hopper on a pet

64 Orange ___ tea

65 Ballpoint brand

66 Feat performed
with a twist

69 Large deer in the
Rockies

70 Barbecue spot

71 Tabloid duo

72 Golf hole meas.

73 States as fact

26 Comicana, Inc. Distributed by King Features

n/e

WE ALL SHARE THE SAME

1 KNOW, BUT REMEMBER,
FATE..THE SAME FUTURE §

| | FELL ASLEEP AND MISSED
WELL, [ HOPE

YES!! THE LATEST
MISSION IMPOSSIBLE

YOU ENJOY IT 74 Reseals, as a
THIS TIME! road
3 59
DOWN

65 66

1 Third-largest city
in the Sunshine
State

2 “Uh, | think so”

3 Low choir voices

4 Window-
switching shortcut

69 70

72 73

By Norman M. Aaronson

©2026 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 10/02/26
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THE BORN LOSER Art & Chip Sansom

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE ctris Browne
PLHIEF, IF YOU DONT WING, 2 T NEEDTO | -7 FORGET THE SHORT ALK LOOK, SVEN, A L wisu 1 wao puecuased
I'M GOINGTO TAKE ASHORT £ [N CLEARIY & YOU BETTER PLANON A gvﬁgg;‘/gg 2R ; | HOMEOWNERS' INSURANCE/
N WALK, g ! HEAD, SO | i~ o’
SN B LcAN |
g THINK g g
: _ STRAIGHT, | =
© S | | °

ZITS Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott PEANUTS Charles M. Schulz

WANNA Y it eRACTIoNG |1 D10 o kNow THAT | {7 HaveTo ) L—] | AND WomeN on
PLAY { THE ELECTRIC |3| WOMEN ONLY RECEIVE PRACTICE SR RECEIVE FOURTEEN PERCENT
FOOTBALL\ ORGAN SR 4% T(g)EN‘IIKI-EONAETSER%ENT ; 8&&% l\ngBLSgGCET‘
LETIC |5 X
“| SCHOLARSHIP BUDGET? |
1;2 4 (\ ’ % B
é %0/(;_,,_,/,‘,'
: l N
GARFIELD Jim Davis POOCH CAFE paul Gil
LONG-DISTANCE % I'M RIGHT HERE ? M : ' :c'tﬁon\ GORDY. WHAT
RELATIONSHIPS IS WAY ACROSS TOWN HAVE WE TOLD You
ARE SO HARD ABOUT PRINKING ON
© 2 : THE 3067
O
. o °
HE e\ _h
: HE N
: Ej I 8
T T T IR sz,
PICKLES Brian Crane WNQ RW@RD g;l,jgfl\-/g
HAVE YOO BEEN THE BOTTLE WAS WHAT MAKES . . . .
BARLS USING MYSPECIAL | | FULL VESTERDAY OO THINK™ )| FIOW, 10 TLAY: &l the ords Ited by et I fhe ke oo oo
EN\Elﬁfl‘lzhx;\ZGl K&AGNV A‘_’SA?-&\\O, W \glg ITWAS ME? {)?/%31{1 I%EE tl%\?V g%rlc)l and strike it off the list. The leftover letters spell the
| sc(\slﬁ‘l\é\% hl‘\é\\gﬂ \".\__/ LINDSEY GRAHAM (1955-2026) Solution: 7 letters
k/j ACONSTI TUTIONAL
ClI GETARTSENET GCADZO
NWRTNEI LI SERLUY
EATFOREIGNOATSA
~“VSRCOBLUNTISALL
SUDOKU | HCEERETFASPDATEE
TIAYTPCLROVWGRT
2 DlFFlCULTYRATlNG:iﬁrihﬁri;* 1 Find the familiar phrase, sayingor A N POE E SEKOYA I EA
name in this arrangement of letters. VGIONIVECECTANL
6 9 RTTAGONARYETOI U
5 1 8 6 . EOOERRTOIRTAPLGC
6 375 t: SNLTNEGOTI ATOR I
ENUNITEDSTATESAT
416 113 EUIZ:]OKU IN?TRUCLIONS:mb , TODAY’S SUDOKU OOYTUDETACI|I DEDR
\ t -Dy- :
42 6 boves must contain the mumbors 1 or IOV COLONELYENROTTA
through 9 without repitition. : é t g ; z i ; : © 2026 Andrews McMeel Syndication ~ www.wonderword.com 1 0 /2
1 4 9 8 2 bs 9 r el &£ Advocate, Air Force, Ally, Articulate, Attorney, Blunt, Capitol,
4 7 ; g 2 t z ; : g ; Colonel, Conservative, Constitutional, Controversial, Darline,
witlelclielalzlo s Dedlcqted, Duty, Foreign, La\{vyer, Legacy, Legislator, Loyal,
TODAY’S WHATZIT SOLUTION: c v olz s sls 1 o Negotiator, Outspoke.n, Paf[rlot, Resilient, Respect, Betlre,
6 5 7 - e clilsols v 2 Safe, Seneca, Strategic, United States, Veteran, Washington
10/2 © 2026 Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication for UFS L1 8|C|lY|S|2L]9|€ 6 To DAY'S AN SWER Senator
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CLOSE TO HOME John McPherson
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©2026 Bil Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.

www.familycircus.com

“Houston, we have a problem.”

BEETLE BAILEY wort & Greg Walker

THE FAMILY CIRCUS Bil Keane

222 CROSSWORD &%

WARNING: THE
FOLLOWING STORY
MIGHT BE
DISTURBING

AND NOW
TO THE
SCENE...

YES, MAAM!
I'LL ROUND

e S

ARE YOU
OKAY?

IF THIS FALL
SEASON 15
ANYTHING LIKE
MY DREAM,
THEN YES!

...........

ACROSS 36 Middling TODAY’S SOLUTION:
i (Hyph.)
2 Tox oo 37 Official
: proceedings
7 E;r;ﬂ:esrgarten 38 Meshwork
11 Frost 39 M_ake inquiry
12 Derisive 40 Different
cries 41 C_orn_ spike
13 Azure 43 Singing H
. voice
14 E;::'d 45 Tuxedo o
15 Consumes accessory d
16 Circle (2 wds.) o
dance 48 Bemoan n
17 Printer 52 Ooze M
type 53 Salty drqp
19 Mason’s 55 Menagerie O
tool 56 “— Karenina” 9
21 — Major 57 Military group
23 Museum 58 Soak flax d
contents gg (R;?;";s 3 Summit 9 Make healthy
24 Obscene ex ange 4 Parkas again
27 Chair part 61 Coraa e d_ 5 Kitchen 10 Close
:232 gpher? item 12 Like a pub
epea 6 Helper: 18 Japanese
33 Wise DOWN Abbr. martial art
34 Fish eggs 1 Small monkey 7 Detest 20 Fury
35 “What Kind of 2 Clickable 8 Item for a 22 Nome’s
Fool — —?” image welder home
24 Legume
s 1° “ I I° |"° | 25 High point
T3 26 Chardonnay,
e.g. (2 wds.)
16 28 The “I”
30 Memorization
method
31 Tolerate
36 Delhi dress
S R A 37 Molecule
32 34 part
40 Eared seal
35 42 Rose oil
B 44 Andes
: 38 animal
§: 45 Tempo
$f 1 46 Hotel chain
EE 47 List-ending
T I I abbr.
5 3 49 Poet —
& Pound
56 50 Holiday
song
59 51 Carry
54 Before
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THE BORN LOSER Art & Chip Sansom

&
3

L

10, 3 Www.gocomics.com/the-born-los

[chip

VI WONDER WHAT THE

POLITICAL CANDIDATES
WOULD THINK,,,

ADS WITH THE SOUND
TURNED OFF!

© 2026 UFS, Dist. by Andrews McMeel for UFS

PIF THEY KNEW THAT T WASY
WATCHING THEIR ATTACK

© 2026 UFS, Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication for UFS

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE chris Browne

HELOA, TELL

HAMLET TO

STOP EATING
SO FASTY!

You wouLp
BE MORE
PERSUASIVE

rTELL UIM YoU'LL sTOP STICKING
YOUR FORK INTO UIS PLATE #

©2026 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

GARFIELD Jim Davis

LET'S CELEBRATE
A TROE HERO

Zzitscomics.com

THE LEGENDARY
LARRY HICKENLOOPER...

O
O

) DING-

©1979 Peanuts Worldwide LLC, Dist. by Andrews McMeel
=\

POOCH CAFE Praul Gill

ZITS Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott PEANUTS Charles M. Schulz
NEREMY, PUT HOUR EAE CONTACT IS A PART I HAVE A VISION, CHUCK...|1| SPEAKING OF SPORTS, | [4OU WOULDN'T HAPPEN TO YOURE NOT 600D
PHIONE DN HILE OF comveRepoN! I CANSEE THE DAY |i| [VE BEEN THINKING | |BE LOOKING FOR ANOTHER | | | ENQUGH CHUCK!
ﬁ?\%ﬁs%%%% u%‘r%s ABOUT SUITCHING TEAMS 5| PITCHER, WOULD H0U? L —
N SPORTS AS Nt~ [ oSN LT

h)

gan

© 2026 PAWS, INC. All Rights Reserved.

Distributed by Andrews McMeel Syr

JUM DAVSS 10-3

B PRENY
e G |

(pid

10-3 OuNgEn

PICKLES Brian Crane WNQ RW@RD By DAVID
® OUELLET
WHOA WHAT D\D YoU STICK \TRIED ULSING MY You LOOK L\KE HOW TO PLAY: All the words listed bel in the puzzle — hori-
HAPPENED TO YOUR FWBGERW A | WIFE'S VOLUMIZING | ALBERT EINSTEWN zontally, vertically, dia‘[goel:l:lllgrr afldlsésen g;)cvlivzvigfcia%ilgd tﬁelr)rlll,z Zci(::r‘cle eggl
NOLR HAIR, EARL? L\GWT SoCKET? SHAMFCO, AMNLS THE BRAING, {%t(t)e& B% tlg\(;V z)vi){g and strike it off the list. The leftover letters spell the
\I/’/ K—\ ‘ HORSESHOE COLLECTORS Solution: 7 letters
Gy TTNOITITSREPUSSZC
= TICYKCULENOGAWA
FCTAHEWROUGHTRB
OHEAFNNIHCASTE I
OARTNITI SYAYLVPN
SUDOKU HMFNOITCUAOMLPE
TMI ADRURRQUBAOT
DIFFICULTY RATING: frf Ak Find the familiar phrase, saying or |l EDARTPMA I EOWCR
5 96 4 | namein this arrangementofletters,. M R R F OR TUNTEUPL S O A
9 3 S TABLEI I CPMDEUZC
3 5 1 L] KTEKRAMEHAULLNT
@gc:BOFHUMlRTJODTl
4 29 7 S ANOILLATSINLDR RDO
2 7 3|8 S | subokuINsTRuCTIONS: TODAY'S SUDOKU LWB®®OGRAC I NGOAYN
Each row, column and set of 3-by-3 SOLUTION: B GDOORWAYALPSID
9 6 4 1 boxes must contain the numbers 1
through9with0ut repitition. g : é : ; 2 f j g © 2026 Andrews McMeel Syndication ~ www.wonderword.com 10/3
4 6 9 68 tlzlelzle v o Aluminium, Artifact, Auction, Blacksmith, Borium, Cabinet,
Telzlslvlolslelz Cast, Charm, Copper, Country, Cowboy, Display, Doorway,
6 3 clelvlelelzlolt 2 Equine, Farm, Farrier, Fortune, Hammer, Hoof, Jump,
Lucky, Market, Patina, Polo, Protect, Racing, Ranch,
TODAY’S WHATZIT SOLUTION: 8 £ 916 ¢ V1S 8V gSaddie, Shoes, Stable, Stallion, Studs, Superstition, Symbol,
9 5 1 4 : ; : f i : : i 2 Titanium, Traction, Trade, Tradition, Wagon, Wall, Wrought
10/3 © 2026 Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication for UFS JaAl!S)iO!no V| 2/8]19/6 €]2[|G |} TODAY'S ANSWER: Nalllng




ALBANYHERALD.COM ¢ SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2026 + 11B

ADAM@HOME BY ROB HARRELL
ALREADY ? ‘TIS 0CTOGER, VHEN THE )¢ FINE. OKAY. ROW WAS
BLOOPTHIRST GROWS /- NOUR COFFIN? COMFY?
IMPATIENT. 2
<4 |
7k \
acke i v
\
N,
/" ?e. X
T 8| 0-4 3

" VERY.1uapA Y [ HERE You T0 MATO AH, CHILD. (F THAT'S
MEMORY FOAM GO, SWEETIE. JUICE? VHAT YOUR INNOCENT
MATTRESS INCTALLED. MIND VISHES IT T0 BE.

)

[* 1« INGO ONCE WE GET7 BINGO,
KID STRESS & IM TAKING THE H/IDS

ARENT ; .
BAD _(MeAsLES MHER'CAVITY 3 70 MY FOLKS, AND
FLU nsrgif CoNF, [ DAN AMD T ARE GOING 7O
A {FeR Y . ARUBA FOR TWO WELKS!
1

PRINCIPALS MOMPS sz)LEEE;' BITE PARIY. =

OFFICE Vi L : 4
: FEAD (02 Lk ¥
ERM BACKPAC .L 9

BROXEN bAPER LICE 3 i ‘ By &S
BONE " meL] ER A4 Y- 1 .
| ——— LHICKEN istT T 4 ) Z

BEE SOLLER

( - k L
_— &, \ b =
_—ToneST [LOST | MOVES 2o , 24 Pra) 5
poson | "E%, |coLD E_"K’J/l it B2 g o
E‘./ :

' BY ' ==SA)
JONN MclHERSON % i LRz

ADDITION FOR OUR YARD? TELLING TIME, THAT DATES
BACK TO ANCIENT HISTORY,

P hAT bO YOU THINK OF MY NEW S VNHAT THE RHECK IS THIS TH\NG?" VIT’S A SUNDIAL, A DEVICE FOR

THE BOAN LOSER-

by Art & Chip Sansom

AS THE SUN MOVES ACROSS THAT'S THE BEST — P NAK, WHAT GOOD 1S 1T 1F IT NEEDS

HOW DO YOU

THE SKY, IT SHINESON URN IT ON AND PART—IT HAS NO 5 SUNSHINE TO WORKZ YOU
THE SUNDIAL AND THE CHARGE 117 MECHANICAL \ 5] KnOW HOW TERRIBLE OUR
POINTER CASTS A | | PARTS AND IT 8- WEATHER 1S
SHADOW ON THE ~ NEEDS NO vt AROUND HERE!
DIAL PLATE AND POWER SOURCE! 54 I
WHERE THE SHADOW 1T WORKS WITH iz

POINTS ON THE DIAL SUNSHINE L ISN'T == "
INDICATES THE TIME, THAT INGENIOUS 7 ol 85

WWW.
© 20!

|

SIR, T'LL HAVE TO SN N
2 ASK YOU TO LEAVE. m— = JOURE THE ONLY ONE NOT
N1l ON A PHONE. IT'S ANNOYING
THE OTHER CUSTOMERS.

®)

g

10/4 Siie Muthlly. 2 2nsing

©26 MacNelly-Dist. by King Features-SHOECOMICS.COM

KXY,

WELCOME BACKI OUR NEXT GUEST HOW’S THE BUSINESS GOING]
’§ATH2 L"iéxeu'fr'cs LFGEND IT 15 SOLID AS A ROCK!
M 1M . !
HOW ARE HAPPY AS A CLAMI WE'RE ALL BUSY As EBEEs, AnD 7EQUT XOUR
YOU, $Am1I I SLEPT LIKE A LOG, THINGS ARE SMOOTH AS $ILK.

SNUG As A EUG IN A RUG.

I LR
“"‘((, 2 Xq

AND HOW 15

FET rilger'ry ,{s A Prc\ffurze SAM'IC&?L';E'?ggsPLGE;;Eostgll?w vou.
YOUR WIFET
N AND SHARP AS A TACKI TALKING IN SIMILES ) B ETAEHDRIC LY
= _— e SURE, I’LL STEP UP TO THE PLATE. OF COURSsE/
- IT’S NO SKIN OFF MY EACK.

P . O MY LIFE 15 AN OPEN BOOK...

|: ‘ o
2=

esio Smelpuy Aq 1Sp 6Z02/52ReY L0

7
3 >
S

|

-

I0-4 THAVES
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GUESS WHO'S
V5| HOME WITH THE
BEST STORY

ABOUT
THE BOSS?

T

T

By &Auf/dméﬁ JOHN MARSHALL A G
> jy‘Jl—————‘ —

www.blondie.com
|1

ARE THEY ARE YOU '~ =T p0 You WANT T0 | [(vou] (oKkav! IT's aBOUT My BOSS
GOING TO upsTARS? ) @3 HEAR A FUNNY STORY| |/ BET ) [ AND AN ELEVATOR THAT'S
JUMP OUT U FROM My OFFICE 2 NLWAYS GETTING
. AND = VO
2

SURPRISE

Syndicate

© 2026 King Features

IF THE OLYMPICS HAD A SiLLY
PIVE EVENT, BEETLE WOULD
BE A CONTENPER

N 3o B
/Mﬁvtm@@mﬁg% M@@@@@ N = )
BACK IN ACTION || 5
GC'MON!I'LL

\ ‘,&itﬁéf'?] i
CLASSIC PEANUTS

I DON'T KNOW
™7 ABOUT YOU GUYS,
\ BUT IM READY £®*

me
]

1 GUESS THE OLD GOAT 15
STiLL A KID AT HEART,

LETS GET
OUT THOSE
Ol SLEEPING

BAGS, AND

©1979 Peanuts Worldwide LLC
Dist. by Acrens ke Syndicaton

GOOD NIGHT, MAY A THOUSAND MY GRANDMOTHER
MEN..SLEEP MO ANGELS REST ON - USED TO SAY THAT
e 1 [\ Your sHouLDERS = = = = EVERY NIGHT
; -, LS i

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE BY STEPHAN PASTIS

' RUNNING FOR SENATOR FOR ONE REASON || AND THAT IS THAT THERE ARE ONE SUPERCLASS, THE
Lt o R o R NOW TWO AMERICAS. ) .| ONE-PERCENTERS. WHO THINK
E ; THEYRE SUPERIOR. AND
/ \[Z| THEN THE REST OF LS \
> A7 :

AND ONE REASON ACONE...

T

THOSE TWO (CYCUSTS ANP THE REST)

, S EXACTL
RO T TalKiNG e AcTLY OF Yﬁ“ FATTIES!
.

facebook.com/PearlsComic

twitter.com/stephanpastis | instagram.com/stephanpastis

I DON'T THINK S WE SHOULD SECEDE !
THAT'S WHO HE®S ;
HATS WHO HES ) WE SHOULD SECEDE !

=M

©2026 Stephan Pastis/Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication 1o







