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NOTICE OF GENERAL ELECTION

VOTERS WHO WISH TO OBTAIN AN ABSENTEE BALLOT 
BY MAIL FOR THIS ELECTION MAY SUBMIT AN OFFICIAL 
ABSENTEE BALLOT APPLICATION TO THE ELECTIONS 
OFFICE, P.O. BOX 1827, ALBANY, GA 31702. FRIDAY, 
OCTOBER 23, 2026 IS THE LAST DAY THAT AN ABSENTEE 
BALLOT APPLICATON MAY BE SUBMITTED.

EARLY VOTING WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR THREE 
WEEKS, BEGINNING TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2026 AND 
CONTINUING THROUGH FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2026. 
THOSE VOTERS WHO WISH TO VOTE EARLY MAY DO 
SO AT THE ALBANY CIVIC CENTER, 100 W OGLETHORPE 
BLVD., FROM 9:00 A.M. UNTIL 5:00 P.M.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22ND AND OCTOBER 29TH VOTING 
HOURS WILL BE EXTENDED 9:00 A.M. UNTIL 7:00 PM.

SATURDAY VOTING WILL BE HELD ON OCTOBER 17TH 
AND OCTOBER 24TH FROM 9:00 AM UNTIL 5:00 PM.

SUNDAY VOTING WILL BE HELD ON OCTOBER 25TH FROM 
1:00 PM UNTIL 5:00 PM.

POLLS WILL BE OPEN ON ELECTION DAY FROM 7:00 AM 
UNTIL 7:00 PM. IF A RUNOFF ELECTION IS REQUIRED, THE 
DATE OF THAT ELECTION WILL BE TUESDAY, DECEMBER 
1, 2026 AND THE VOTER REGISTRATION DEADLINE 
FOR A FEDERAL RUNOFF CONTEST WILL BE MONDAY, 
NOVEMBER 2, 2026.

February 20, 1941 - October 
2, 2026

Beverly Clay Hocutt, our 
dearly loved “Memaw”, passed 
away peacefully at home on 
October 2, 2026.

As we mourn her loss, we 
also celebrate the love, joy, 
and generosity of a remarkable 
woman. We will remember her 
as a loving mother, a doting 
grandmother and a kind soul.

Beverly Jean Clay was born 
on February 20,1941 in Atlanta, 
the youngest of four children 
born to Eugene Lee Clay and 
Grace Stewart Clay.

It was graduation day on 
June 4th, 1959 at Southwest 
High School in Atlanta, when 
Beverly Jean Clay walked 
across the stage and imagined 
a life of dreams that lay ahead. 
She didn’t have to wait long. 
That same month, after a 
courtship of writing love letters 
back and forth, she married 
Ralph Agrippa Hocutt Jr. and 
left Atlanta for Birmingham, 
Alabama.

She was shy and he was 
gregarious. She was a great 
cook and he was a great eater. 
For years, she would make his 
breakfast while he read her 
the morning paper. They were 
made for each other.

In their first three years 
of marriage, they had three 
children: Catherine Ann Hocutt, 
David Lee Hocutt and Rhonda 
Faye Hocutt. Motherhood 
became her expertise, and she 
tended to her family with great 
care, love and devotion.

After a move to St. Louis, 
the family settled in Albany in 
1967, in a home Beverly loved 
and lived in for nearly 60 years. 
She enrolled in nursing school 
and became an L.P.N. caring 
for patients at Phoebe Putney 
Memorial Hospital.

In 1992, she and Ralph had 
the joy of filling their empty 
nest with daughter Rhonda and 
oldest granddaughter Megan 
Piper. Beverly rejoiced in and 
embraced motherhood all over 
again.

She was blessed with three 
more grandchildren: William 
Isern, Hannah Cain (Coty) and 
Shayna Rix (Brandon). Megan 
White (Greg) gave her four 
great-grandchildren: Cooper, 
Amelia, Graham and Evelyn 
White.

Beverly loved gardening in 
her tree-filled yard, her dogs 
and the quiet solitude and wild-
life of the mountains. For many 
years, she and Ralph spent 
time together in their cabin in 
North Georgia and generously 
shared it with friends and 
family.

After her beloved Ralph died 
in 2021, Beverly could often be 
found sitting and talking with 
her daughter and best friend, 
Rhonda, or on her front porch, 
marveling at her life.

After living out that life she 
imagined and more, having had 
all of her dreams come true, 
now she is with Ralph again. 
Breakfast is on the stove, he is 
reading to her, and she is lis-
tening, just as she always did.
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ACROSS
1 Hydrocortisone 

target
5 Glissade garb
9 “Wanna hear a 

secret?”
13 Animated blue 

tang of film
14 Heavy burden
15 Behind schedule
16 Christ the 

Redeemer 
veneer material

18 Gets lawyers 
involved

19 Sound heard 
around a crib

20 Places that are all 
fun and games

22 Verbal finger wag
24 Hoppy brew with 

a low ABV
27 Cut with an axe
28 Tree in the name 

of a Bay Area city
29 Palindromic 

family member
30 Line of symmetry
32 Palindromic 

family member
34 Part of a routine
37 “Why must you 

overcomplicate 
everything?,” 
or what can be 
said about 16-, 
24-, 49-, and 
58-Across

41 Perceived
42 Instrument in a 

“Baker Street” riff
43 Body image?
44 Brain scan letters
46 Spider’s spinning
48 5G predecessor
49 Contents of a 

cheese pull, often
53 “You know it!”
54 Surf shop?
55 “Well, whaddaya 

know!”
57 __ Whip: frozen 

pineapple treat
58 Genre originally 

known as the 
West Coast 
sound

63 College town in 
Iowa

64 Figs. that may 
be delayed by 
weather

65 Territory “where 
America’s day 
begins”

66 Lean to one side
67 Glum

68 Blows it

DOWN
1 Cards at a 

casino?
2 Also
3 Act the class 

clown
4 Prefix with 

-dermic or 
-thermic

5 Little one
6 Spanish one
7 Bluefin, yellowfin, 

and blackfin
8 Password 

preceder
9 Texting 

etiquette?
10 Riyadh resident
11 Pricey
12 Thompson of 

“Hedda”
17 Not great, not 

terrible
21 Take the path of 

least resistance, 
say

22 Pad see ew 
cuisine

23 Suggestive 
messages

25 Only cardinal 
direction not in a 
state name

26 Funny sketches

31 Most susceptible 
to collecting 
dust?

33 Prayer __
35 Four or five, 

maybe
36 Ramble on
38 Lakers legend 

Shaquille
39 Rink leap
40 Lends color
45 Lost colour
47 22-Down 

currency

49 Wearable prize
50 Some  

indigenous 
Mexicans

51 Diamond chain
52 Muse of poetry
56 Spur to action
59 Murder-ous cry
60 Sales channel
61 Vehicle that may 

be self-driving
62 Tour de France 

distances, 
informally
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REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT

Houses for rent
HOUSE FOR RENT

1203 Waddell Ave., $750
monthly + $750 deposit. 
3 BR, 1 bath and laundry

room, AC & heat. 
Contact 229-344-2849.

Rental background check
required. No Pets Allowed.

SERVICE 
DIRECTORY
Home Repair/
Remodeling

PAINTING 
AND HOME

REPAIR
Tile work, 

popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.

Just one call, 
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES

 229-349-5475

MERCHANDISE

Yard Sale
Multi-Family Yardsale: Fri. 10/9
4p-7p, Sat 10/10 8a-12p. 119
Dadford Drive Leesburg.
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brought in about $890,000.
Ending sales tax collections 

does not automatically cre-
ate an immediate bond tax 
increase; existing debt service 
balances and remaining col-
lections also affect the financ-
ing need. The bond tax could 
rise in situations like these:

The sales tax stops. Payments 
on the two older bond issues 
alone total about $15.9 mil-
lion from July 2026 through 
2034, before any gym bond 
payments. Once collections 
end, the $10.05 million debt 
service balance and remain-
ing collections must cover 
them, and any gap falls to 
property owners.

A renewal fails again. The 
rejected renewal listed repay-
ing “previously incurred gen-
eral obligation debt” among its 
uses. Without a new sales tax, 
that job shifts to the bond tax.

Sales slow down. A down-
turn that cuts monthly col-
lections leaves less sales tax 
money for debt payments.

A separate Nov. 3 referen-
dum would exempt qualify-
ing homeowners 67 and old-
er from school bond taxes. It 
would not exempt them from 
the proposed school operat-
ing tax or eliminate the dis-
trict’s debt.

What comes next
Truitt described the current 

situation as unusual but was 
cautious about promising a 
future rate.

“I think the one-time situa-
tion is a one-time situation,” 
she said. “I can’t promise any-
thing,” she added, saying she 
could not speak for how the 
board will vote. “I also don’t 
know what’s coming ahead.”

But for Truitt, future deci-
sions will always begin with 
the conditions children need 
to learn.

“If they’re not fed, if they’re 
not safe, then they can’t 
learn,” she said. “Whether 
right, wrong, or indifferent, 
government and society has 
put an increasing burden 

of responsibility on a school 
system to meet the needs of 
children, regardless of what 
community they’re in, and 
regardless of what resources 
that community has. We take 
that very seriously.

“The burden that we carry is 
in doing that and making the 
right choices, so that children 
have what they need. It’s not 
about wants. It’s 100% about 
needs. ... That is our sole pur-
pose for existing.”

The hearings are scheduled 
for 6 p.m. Thursday, 11:30 
a.m. Friday and 6 p.m. Oct. 
15, at the Board of Education 
office, 126 Starksville Ave. 
N. in Leesburg. The board is 
scheduled to set the rate at 
6:30 p.m. Oct. 15.

To comment, residents can 
sign up at the venue immedi-
ately before each hearing be-
gins. Speakers are generally 
allowed up to five minutes to 
address the board as a whole. 
Digital media presentations 
are not permitted, and any 
handouts must be given to 
the board secretary before 
the meeting starts.
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