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Staff Photo: 
Joe Whitfield
Albany Fire 
Department 
firefighters 
battle a 
blaze that 
included 
two struc-
tures on the 
400 block of 
Pine Avenue 
just before 
noon Friday.
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Russell Wayne 
Roe, 70, of Albany, 
GA., died Thursday, 
September 17, 2026 

at his residence. A celebration 
of life will be held Saturday, 
October 17, 2026 from 2:00 
p.m. until 4:00 p.m. at his 
residence.

Russell W Roe

Susan Rebecca Steed Mercer
Susan Rebecca Steed Mercer 
went to meet her Heavenly 
Father on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 7, 2026.

Susan was born in China 
Lake, California, to the late 
Blake H. Steed, MSgt., U.S. 
Marines, and Jane O’Thina 
Tidwell Steed. As a child, 
she lived in California, Ala-
bama, North Carolina, Miami, 
Denmark, and finally Albany, 
Georgia, where she and her 
sister, Sylvia, grew up.

She was a 1969 honor 
graduate of Dougherty County 
High School in Albany. She 
graduated from Valdosta State 
College in 1973 with a B.S. 
degree in biology/pre-med. In 
1973, she began her teach-
ing career in the Dougherty 
County School System. She 
met her sweetheart, Malcolm, 
who also taught in the system, 
and they were soon married in 

December 1974 at First United 
Methodist Church in Albany. 
Susan later graduated with 
a master’s degree in science 
education from Albany State 
University.

Malcolm and Susan have 
two wonderful sons, Jason 
and Brandon. Later, they 
enjoyed and loved two daugh-
ters-in-law, Ashley and Julie. 
Most important were the five 
wonderful grandchildren who 
followed. The grands were 
so special to Susan, and she 
loved them dearly and knew 
each one was just perfect in 
every way. She celebrated 
their accomplishments and 
was so very proud of them and 
their loving parents.

Susan loved teaching 
students science. She taught 
science classes from grades 7 
through 12 for 32 years. During 
her career, she had a passion 
for sponsoring science fair 
projects. Her students were 
recognized in local, regional, 
state, and international fairs. 
She also sponsored numerous 
school programs, including 
Beta Club, Science Club, and 
Lights of Love, sponsored by 
Phoebe Putney in Albany. Su-
san was the lead instructor for 
Merck Science Camp during 
the summers for 12 years. Su-
san was named Teacher of the 
Year at Albany Middle School 
and Westover High School.

Susan was honored to 
be the lead instructor for 
the Dougherty County High 
School/High Tech program. 
Her students in the program, 
over a seven-year period, were 
involved in many projects and 
adventures. These talented 

students participated in nu-
merous projects outside the 
science curriculum, including 
airplane and rocket studies 
and building a solar car. In July 
1999, Susan and her students 
were selected to participate 
in designing an experiment to 
fly butterflies aboard STS-93, 
NASA’s Space Shuttle Colum-
bia. With the cooperation of 
professors from Dalton Col-
lege, Albany ARC, and Albany 
State, the project was com-
pleted. In May 2000, on Space 
Day, the Smithsonian Air and 
Space Museum placed the 
butterflies that emerged during 
the space flight in a permanent 
exhibit.

After retiring from teaching, 
Susan and Malcolm opened 
a small shop, This & That Col-
lection, in Albany. A few years 
later, they moved to Statham, 
Georgia, to be closer to their 
sons, daughters-in-law, and 
grandchildren. The shop also 
moved to The Cotton Depot in 
Monroe, Georgia.

Besides working and buying 
for the shop, Susan enjoyed 
playing the piano, spending 
time with family and their fur 
baby, Chloe, and watching her 
Georgia Bulldogs! GO DAW-
GS! Susan was a member of 
Bethlehem United Methodist 
Church and the Georgia Re-
tired Teachers Association.

She and Malcolm loved 
spending time in the moun-
tains and at the beach. She 
would want to be remembered 
as a Christian and a caring, 
loving wife, Mama, Nana, 
sister, and friend.

Survivors, in addition to 
Malcolm, include sons, Jason 
Chad Mercer (Ashley) and 
Brandon Blake Mercer (Julie); 
grandchildren, Avery Lynn 
Mercer, Austin Chad Mercer, 
Kelsey Jane Mercer, Mason 
Blake Mercer, and Nathan 
Ellis Mercer; and sister, Sylvia 
Elaine Steed Hencinski (Bob).

A Gathering of Family and 
Friends will be held at Ber-
nstein Funeral Home, 3195 
Atlanta Highway, Athens, on 
Monday, October 12, 2026, 
from 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Funeral services will follow 
at 2:30 p.m. in the Bernstein 
Funeral Home Chapel, with 
Rev. Frank Bernat officiating. 
Interment will be in Evergreen 
Memorial Park.

Bernstein Funeral Home is 
in charge of arrangements.

announcements

are a lot of things we accom-
plished this year.”

The Sylvester Republican 
is a member of a number of 
committees, including Ag-
riculture and Consumer Af-
fairs; Banks and Banking; 
Economic Development and 
Tourism; Energy, Utilities 
and Communications; Small 
Business Development, and 
is a chairman of an Appro-
priations Committee sub-
committee.

During the 2026 legislative 
session, the legislature enact-
ed about a billion dollars in 
tax relief, the incumbent said. 
It also approved tax rebates 
totaling $250 for single tax 
filers and $500 for married 
couples filing jointly.

“We also lowered the in-
come tax rate,” Yearta said. 

“It was around 6%, and even-
tually we’re going to 3.99%. 
We gave the homeowners 
tax relief.”

This year Yearta was one 
of the sponsors of legislation 
addressing literacy, he said. 
The legislation was modeled 
on Mississippi, which has 
been able to make big strides 
in improving student perfor-
mance.

“They went from dead last 
… to I think in the higher 
states, certainly in the top 
middle among states,” Yearta 
said.  “It’s so important that 
kids are able to read on grade 
level. A lot of kids currently 
are not able to read on grade 
level in third grade. (The bill) 
puts literacy coaches in ev-
ery elementary and primary 
school.”

Another step made in schools 
was the approval of funding 
for school safety grants total-
ing $50,000 for each school, 
the incumbent said. That pro-

gram has been in place for 
about four years. Two years 
ago, he sponsored legisla-
tion to put financial literacy 
instruction in classrooms.

“We feel like kids, even in 
the ninth and 10th grades, 
are going to work and need 
the financial knowledge to 
be successful,” Yearta said.

Agriculture is the state’s 
No. 1 industry, and the life-
blood of the region, the in-
cumbent said, and among 
the assistance the state has 
provided to farmers is relief 
for those who were impacted 
by Hurricane Helene. 

“I think we have a pret-
ty good track record of do-
ing things for the state,” he 
said. “We’re certainly going 
to continue doing things for 
affordability. We’re going to 
do what we can to keep taxes 
low. Economic development, 
healthcare ... certainly those 
are things we’re going to con-
tinue to work on.”
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ACROSS
1 Make red-faced
6 Feature of some 

Southern accents
11 Bread with 

caraway seeds
14 Like unhelpful 

hints
15 Civic-minded 

brand?
16 Snakelike fish
17 Seth MacFarlane 

cartoon series
19 Language in 

which “Baw pen 
nyang” means 
“It’s nothing”

20 Ballpark snack
21 Hotel customer
23 Lane of 

“Superman”
26 Conversation 

that might involve 
Jordan and 
LeBron

29 Promises
31 Solemn acts
32 Letter before 

lambda
33 Moral wrong
34 Get a better loan 

rate, for short
37 __ out a living
38 Big lottery win
42 __ sum: bite-

sized Chinese 
fare

43 Truly engrossed
45 Quaker 

possessive
46 Running track 

shapes, often
48 Seven, in Spanish
50 Sea cow
52 “Room” Best 

Actress Oscar 
winner

55 Take a day off, 
say

56 Baggy
57 __-frutti
59 Wine cask wood
60 Green Bay 

Packers fans, 
or what 17-, 
26-, 38-, and 
52-Across have

66 Carry-on 
screeners: Abbr.

67 Bridgestone 
products

68 Bright courtyards
69 “Charlotte’s Web” 

enclosure
70 Bowling score 

indicated by a 
slash

71 Used a keyboard

DOWN
1 “Hacks” comedy 

writer Daniels
2 Impact sound
3 The “A” of A/S/L
4 “Let’s catch some 

waves!”
5 Whodunit 

suspect
6 Marvel villain 

played by Josh 
Brolin

7 Fictional 
chocolatier

8 “On top of that ... ”
9 Secrecy doc

10 Gizmo
11 Information on a 

movie poster
12 Baker’s supply
13 Mexican corn 

dish
18 Bird house?
22 App with a 

Women Drivers 
option

23 L.A. NBAer
24 Honshu port  

city
25 Server’s query 

after a drink 
order, perhaps

27 Journey
28 T. rex, for one

30 TV friend of 
Sheldon and 
Howard

33 Cloud location
35 Computer folder 

contents
36 “Nothing for me, 

thanks!”
39 Flour for chapati 

and roti
40 “Believe” diva
41 Heavy load
44 Formal  

neckwear

47 Assortment
49 Puts in office
50 Styling foam
51 Poker stake
52 Rorschach test 

shapes
53 Cook in an oven
54 Pilot
58 The one there
61 __-hop music
62 Slice of history
63 Dada artist Jean
64 Monopoly cube
65 Melancholy
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Albany
 Classifieds

SERVICE
 DIRECTORY

Home Repair/
Remodeling

PAINTING 
AND HOME

REPAIR
Tile work, 

popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.

Just one call, 
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES

 229-349-5475

VEHICLES

Campers/RVs
FOR SALE. 207 Hornet
Camper Trailer. 8 ft. x 35 ft.
2 Slide Outs. $3500.
229-343-1094.

Call 
229-888-9300

to subscribe
to the

Albany Herald.



