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Beverly Clay Hocutt
February 20, 1941 - October 

2, 2026
Beverly Clay Hocutt, our 

dearly loved “Memaw”, passed 
away peacefully at home on 
October 2, 2026.

As we mourn her loss, we 
also celebrate the love, joy, 
and generosity of a remarkable 
woman. We will remember her 
as a loving mother, a doting 
grandmother and a kind soul.

Beverly Jean Clay was born 
on February 20,1941 in Atlanta, 
the youngest of four children 
born to Eugene Lee Clay and 
Grace Stewart Clay.

It was graduation day on 
June 4th, 1959 at Southwest 
High School in Atlanta, when 
Beverly Jean Clay walked 
across the stage and imagined 
a life of dreams that lay ahead. 
She didn’t have to wait long. 
That same month, after a 
courtship of writing love letters 
back and forth, she married 
Ralph Agrippa Hocutt Jr. and 
left Atlanta for Birmingham, 
Alabama.

She was shy and he was 
gregarious. She was a great 
cook and he was a great eater. 
For years, she would make his 
breakfast while he read her 
the morning paper. They were 
made for each other.

In their first three years 
of marriage, they had three 
children: Catherine Ann Hocutt, 
David Lee Hocutt and Rhonda 
Faye Hocutt. Motherhood 
became her expertise, and she 
tended to her family with great 
care, love and devotion.

After a move to St. Louis, 
the family settled in Albany in 
1967, in a home Beverly loved 
and lived in for nearly 60 years. 
She enrolled in nursing school 
and became an L.P.N. caring 
for patients at Phoebe Putney 
Memorial Hospital.

In 1992, she and Ralph had 
the joy of filling their empty 
nest with daughter Rhonda and 
oldest granddaughter Megan 
Piper. Beverly rejoiced in and 
embraced motherhood all over 
again.

She was blessed with three 
more grandchildren: William 
Isern, Hannah Cain (Coty) and 
Shayna Rix (Brandon). Megan 
White (Greg) gave her four 
great-grandchildren: Cooper, 
Amelia, Graham and Evelyn 
White.

Beverly loved gardening in 
her tree-filled yard, her dogs 
and the quiet solitude and wild-
life of the mountains. For many 
years, she and Ralph spent 
time together in their cabin in 
North Georgia and generously 
shared it with friends and 
family.

After her beloved Ralph died 
in 2021, Beverly could often be 
found sitting and talking with 
her daughter and best friend, 
Rhonda, or on her front porch, 
marveling at her life.

After living out that life she 
imagined and more, having had 
all of her dreams come true, 
now she is with Ralph again. 
Breakfast is on the stove, he is 
reading to her, and she is lis-
tening, just as she always did.
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Mr. Leslie Garrett Williams
Leslie Garrett Williams 

passed away on October 21, 
2025, in Kennesaw, Ga 
at the Brickmont senior living 
facility. He was born on August 
7,1939, the son of Tascar 
Williams Sr and Claudia Garrett 
Williams.     

Leslie graduated from 
Albany High School and upon 
graduation joined the United 
States Navy where he served 
as a dental technician. After 
his naval service, he began 
a lengthy career with Delta 
Airlines in Atlanta, Ga. Upon 
his retirement from Delta, he 
moved to Kennesaw, Ga where 
he enjoyed spending time with 
his beloved dog, Alfie, with 
friends, family and traveling. 
He is predeceased by his 
parents and his brother, Tascar 
Williams Jr. He is survived by 
his son, Michael Williams and 
daughter-in-law, Leslie, of 
Matthews, N.Carolina; his 
daughter, Leslie Anne Williams 
De’Lea of Weeki Wachee, 
Florida; seven grandchildren; 
his brother, Fred Williams of 
Nocatee, Fla; and his sister, 
Tasca Williams Hagler, of 
Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida. A 
graveside memorial and 
internment of his ashes will be 
held at Crown Hill Cemetery on 
October 19, 2026, at 10 am. 
Those desiring so may make a 
memorial donation to the Sally 
Wetherbee Adoption Center 
in care of the Albany Humane 
Society.  
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VDL group to add 120
new jobs in Hall County
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ACROSS
1 __ bass
5 Support before a 

run, perhaps
9 One way to take 

the bull by the 
horns?

14 Gilded element in 
some religious art

15 “The Good 
Dinosaur” 
dinosaur

16 In base eight
17 Gas vs. electric?
19 Play lightly
20 Course selection 

for a student with 
senioritis, maybe

21 Mind
23 Hose shade
24 Kenwood vs. 

Sony?
27 Benders
31 Ruling to restart 

court proceedings
32 Arctic Monkeys 

lead singer Turner
33 Denny’s rival
37 Subtle vibes
41 Old World vs. 

New World?
44 Katana, e.g.
45 Average
46 Home of the Taj 

Mahal
47 The whole lot
49 Country legend 

Willie
51 Montagues vs. 

Capulets?
57 Sufi mystic who 

wrote the six-
volume poem the 
Masnavi

58 See 48-Down
59 “You got that 

right”
64 Green shade
66 Carnivore vs. 

vegetarian?
68 Stanley’s “The 

Devil Wears 
Prada” role

69 Not on board with
70 Whipped up
71 Twitch
72 Overflow (with)
73 Quaint cry

DOWN
1 Card dispenser
2 Heavy-duty soap 

made by WD-40

3 Some drafts
4 Petting zoo ride
5 Paving gunk
6 Clutch
7 “I was home 

watching TV all 
night,” e.g.

8 Birling contest
9 Spanish article

10 “Quick, look like 
you’re not up to 
something!”

11 Confident gait
12 __ Arabia
13 Early 

Mesoamerican 
civilization

18 Expose
22 Runway letters
25 “That is to say ... ”
26 Aqua kin
27 Egg pouches
28 Snowbank 

creator
29 Silver State city
30 Boosts in some 

games
34 Cutting edge of 

fashion?
35 Common 

Scrabble tile 
value

36 School org.
38 Semis

39 Curly coif
40 Superfan
42 Asian rice cake
43 Green Gables 

girl
48 With 58-Across, 

exercise venue
50 Really bad 

grades
51 Does a laundry 

chore
52 Spring bloom
53 Latina friend

54 Like some lean 
products

55 Yankees 
manager Aaron

56 Street corn often 
topped with cotija

60 Cartoon supplier 
of instant roads

61 Steep rock
62 “I did it!”
63 Went fast
65 Shade tree
67 Darken

ANSWER TO TODAY'S PUZZLE:

Albany 
Classifieds
SERVICE 

DIRECTORY
Home Repair/
Remodeling

PAINTING 
AND HOME

REPAIR
Tile work, 

popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.

Just one call, 
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES

 229-349-5475

MERCHANDISE

Estate Sales
Frances Patrick Estate Sales
229-347-4848
Hosting A Moving Sale for,
Harriette Hall Stanford
707 So. County Line Rd., Albany
31705
Oct. 16,17, & 18. Fri., 9-5, Sat., 9-3,
Sun. 9-3.
Parking on front lawn, please no
parking in pecan orchard out back!
Enter Front Door, Exit Back
Door/Check out. Ck, Cash & CC
Not responsible for accidents
No Shopping or Lg Handbags,
Children with adult at all times. Items
are collectibles not toys
Dining table to seat 8-14, chairs,
sideboard and china cabinet by
Hooker Furniture, sofa by Norwalk,
club chairs by Wesley Hall, Hooker
side table, beautiful mahogany
piecrust table, sofa table, console
table, reverse painted snow scene
shade on 1920’s Jefferson style
lamp, pr. upholstered arm chairs, 3
Pc. Thomasville bookcase,
Pennsylvania House Maple
breakfast table and ladderback
chairs,Theodore Alexander server,
Queen poster bed, dresser, chest of
drawers & pr. bedside tables, 3
recliners, nice desk, wooden 4
drawer file cabinet, glass & brass
coffee table, lamps, pictures, lots of
blue and white accessories and 6
patterens B&W dishes, mahogany
vintage game table and 4 chairs, 3
wicker and glass game/dining tables
with matching chairs on casters,
matching sofa, chair, ottoman and
rd. side table all by “Henry Link”.
Nativity sets are displayed through
out the home. 1983 issued Fontanini
Nativity Set 12” figures, 16 pc. set to
include the crèche. Beautiful
condition, an heirloom for any home.
A special nativity to treasure is our 6
piece Nativity,  resin over fiberglass
40 “ and 46” figures, (a size you
would have seen as a store or
church display.
Rough iron patio tables and chairs,
concrete outdoor décor.
See estatesales.net for photos

VEHICLES

Campers/RVs
FOR SALE. 207 Hornet
Camper Trailer. 8 ft. x 35 ft.
2 Slide Outs. $3500.
229-343-1094.

Call 
229-888-9300

to subscribe
to the

Albany Herald.

OAKWOOD – VDL Groep, 
a global Dutch mechanical 
engineering and equipment 
manufacturer, will invest an 
estimated $77 million over the 
next several years to expand 
its footprint in Hall County, 
creating approximately 120 
new jobs.

“Companies like VDL Groep 
not only continue to choose 
Georgia for an initial invest-
ment, they also choose to grow 
their footprint here again and 
again because of our pro-busi-
ness environment and part-
nership approach,” Gov. Brian 
Kemp said. “That includes our 
efforts to be the Top State for 
Talent, so manufacturers like 
VDL Groep have the reliable, 
highly-skilled workforce they 
need to succeed.”

VDL Industries Gainesville, 
part of Netherlands-based 
VDL Groep, is a turnkey part-
ner in the development and 

manufacturing of high-tech 
systems. The unique combina-
tion of technical expertise and 
high-quality craftsmanship 
under one roof enables VDL to 
provide integral solutions in 
the high-tech semiconductor, 
foodtech, mobility and infrat-
ech sectors. Currently employ-
ing approximately 70 people 
in Hall County, VDL has 
already strengthened its posi-
tion in sheet metal fabrication, 
welding, machining and clean-
room system integration.

“To facilitate and supply our 
customers worldwide, we 
invest in employees, machin-
ery, and facilities at our loca-
tions across three continents 
(Europe, Asia, America), 
including VDL Industries 
Gainesville,” Willem van der 
Leegte, president & CEO of 
VDL Groep, said. “For VDL 
Groep, the State of Georgia is 
an attractive base because of 
its connectivity to the entire 
U.S., which is a world leader in 
the high-tech and semicon-
ductor market.”

VDL will purchase and 
expand the building it cur-
rently leases at 5459 Aloha 
Way in Oakwood. The expan-
sion will add large-milling 

capability and an expanded 
cleanroom for manufacturing 
semiconductor capital (semi-
cap) equipment. Construction 
is expected to be completed in 
2028, and hiring is expected 
to begin in Q4 2026.

Regional Project Manager 
Brandon Lounsbury repre-
sented the Georgia Depart-
ment of Economic Develop-
ment on this competitive proj-
ect in partnership with the 
Greater Hall Chamber of 
Commerce and Georgia 
Power.

“The Netherlands is one of 
Georgia’s top five trade and 
investment partners in 
Europe, and VDL Industries’ 
manufacturing facility in Oak-
wood has played a role in that 
story for eight years,” GDEcD 
Commissioner Pat Wilson 
said. “We are thrilled that they 
are part of Dutch investment 
bringing more than $1 billion 
and planning at least 2,400 
new jobs over the last 10 years. 
In turn, Georgia prides itself 
on being a reliable partner 
with a strategic location offer-
ing connectivity, workforce, 
and shovel-ready sites that 
companies need to scale up 
local-to-local manufacturing.”

flee when officers approached, 
throwing a bag containing 11 
grams of methamphetamine, 
but he was quickly apprehended. 
James, who was in the passen-

ger seat of the car, moved into 
the driver’s seat but stopped 
when ordered by deputies.

During a search of the car, 
officers found four plastic bag-
gies containing a total of 81 
grams of methamphetamine, 
along with a digital scale with 
methamphetamine residue, 

and James’s iPhone. 
The Lowndes County Sher-

iff’s Office is investigating the 
case, with assistance from the 
District Attorney’s Office for 
the Southern Judicial Circuit. 
Assistant U.S. Attorney Sonja 
Profit is prosecuting the case 
for the government.
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