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Georgia surpasses 1 
million early votes

ATLANTA – Record-break-
ing turnout continues as Geor-
gia has surpassed one million 
in-person early votes, with 

1,007,015 Georgians casting 
their ballots as of before noon 
Tuesday. At this point in 2022, 
894,412 Georgians had voted 
early, in-person, marking a 
12% increase this year.

“We continue to break re-

cords each day of early vot-
ing,” Secretary of State Brad 
Raffensperger said. “This is 
evidence that Georgians trust 
our election process. The strong 
turnout reflects the work our 
159 county election officials 
do to make our elections free, 
fair and fast.”

In addition to in-person vot-
ing, 48,916 absentee ballots 
have been accepted as of be-
fore noon Tuesday, bringing 
overall turnout to 1,055,931.

Early voting continues through 
Oct. 30. To find early voting 
locations and hours in your 
county, visit the Secretary of 
State’s My Voter Page at https://
mvp.sos.ga.gov.

To view the most current 
turnout reported, view the Data 
Hub at https://sos.ga.gov/
page/election-data-hub-un-
official-turnout.
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Georgia surpassed 1 million early votes on Tuesday.

revenue and finance and eco-
nomic development. His busi-
ness experience is largely in 
healthcare.

A main priority for Gray is 
providing core services, which 
include the courts and jail that 
are mandated county functions, 
and ensuring that money is 
being spent efficiently. 

“My whole platform really is 
getting back to the fundamen-
tals of county government and 
doing them well, accountabil-
ity for the taxpayers’ dollars 
and a conservative approach 
toward budgeting,” he said. 
“By focusing on basics by de-
fault, I’m saying we need to 
move away from the distrac-
tions and shiny prizes and the 
need to be credited for success 
for local development.

“I believe if the county does 
its job, we’ll create a healthy 
environment for city and down-
town development to happen 
on its own.”

In some instances the county 
has put funding into projects 
that are already the respon-
sibility of the city, Downtown 
Development Authority and 
Albany-Dougherty Inner City 
Authority (ADICA), Gray said. 
It also participated in funding 
a feasibility study for a con-
ference center in which the 
consultant was hamstrung by 
only considering a downtown 
location. The county receives 
no hotel/motel tax proceeds 
generated within the city, so it 
will not benefit directly from 
downtown projects.

“For the county to feel like 
they have to be in front of the 
downtown development ef-
forts and fund them is double-
taxation,” he said. “After we 
committed to the study, the 
consultant was told ‘Tell us 
where it should go, as long as 

it’s downtown.’ That defeats the 
purpose of hiring a consultant 
to tell you if it’s feasible. Maybe 
it’s feasible in another part of 
town. We paid for that study 
with a foregone conclusion.”

With another four years, Gray 
said he would keep a focus 
on lower taxes, transparency 
and overreach of county gov-
ernment.

“We need someone there that 
can fight for transparency and 
the appropriateness of actions 
and to prevent the government 
from being turned into a ‘give-
ernment,’” he said. 

Patterson is an Albany na-
tive who was home-schooled 
during his high school years, 
and being age 30 means that 
he has a different take on the 
use of social media and its role  
in informing the public.

“I like to say people born be-
fore ‘96 use the internet,” he 
said. “I live inside the internet.”

An Eagle Scout, Patterson 
has worked in pest control 
and wildlife for 10 years and 
serves on the Chehaw Park 
Authority board. 

His experience as a candidate 
has been a pleasant one as he 
has made his way through the 
district talking to residents, 
he said.

“I knocked on about 2,000 
doors in the primary,” Pat-
terson said. “It’s kind of cool 
because people don’t knock 
on doors. I got a lot of posi-
tive reactions. I just want the 
feedback from them. I want 
people to be energized.”

Although Patterson has not 
made a run for office before, 
he said he has been inspired 
in the past, particularly when 
his parents had an inaugura-
tion event when Barack Obama 
was elected president.

“I was maybe 10 when Obama 
became president,” he said. 
“I liked seeing it. I like some-
body who lost their first elec-
tion, then he was senator, then 
president.”

Since early in 2026, the can-
didate has been attending com-
mission meetings and has post-
ed information online to keep 
residents informed. He plans 
to continue sharing that in-
formation.

“I post information,” he said. 
“Win or lose, I expect to keep 
doing that. A lot of people don’t 
like politics. I like to attend the 
meetings and see what people 
are doing with our money. 
When I try to break it down in 
those terms, people are, like, 
‘Oh, OK.’”

For the campaign, Patterson 
has chosen three main issues 
as those on which he would fo-
cus attention: homelessness, 
expanding the recent Summer 
Collective program initiated by 
the United Way of Southwest 
Georgia and poverty.

Addressing the issue of un-
housed people who congre-
gate downtown is one that is 
important for economic devel-
opment, the candidate said. 

“We have hotel projects,” 
Patterson said, “Who’s go-
ing to stay downtown when 
at night you have 50 people 
walking around? Nobody’s 
going to live downtown if we 
have homeless people hang-
ing around. 

“The county ordinance says 
we will take care, strive to take 
care, of the homeless. What 
can we do as a board to help 
homeless people in Dougherty 
County?”

While the summer program 
that assisted thousands of young-
sters was a success, Patterson 
said he believes students need 
activities year around. Albany’s 
Recreation and Parks Depart-
ment and other organizations 
could be part of making that 
a reality.

“We see children shooting 
children,” he said. “I want to 
address the issue of people not 
having something to do and 
definitely offer something for 
our youth to do here.”

If elected, Patterson said he 
would have a policy of “radi-
cal transparency” by holding 
a meeting with residents each 
month and continuing to reach 
out to residents by showing up 
in neighborhoods.

“I want to go over the bud-
get with you,” he said. “As your 
local official, I want to tell you 
what I could get and what I 
could not get. There’s a lot of 
little things you will see, es-
pecially in the budget. If you 
follow that, you know what’s 
going on.

“I also want walk the streets 
afterwards. … Pick a street a 
month and just walk and talk 
to people.”

Due to his age, Patterson 
said he would bring energy 
to a board whose members 
are for the most part consid-
erably older.

“I’m definitely a fresh new 
face that has the energy to bring 
the county back,” he said. “I 
like to demand better. People 
say ‘Are we not doing good 
now?’ I say, ‘Do you want to 
do better?’”
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ACROSS
1 Cartoon girl 

whose best friend 
is Boots the 
Monkey

5 Brand of body 
wash

9 Meant but not 
said

14 Sigh of woe
15 Slip (past)
16 Residence
17 Sharp taste
18 Russian blues, 

e.g.
19 Foldable bed
20 Port
23 Kept on teasing
24 Isl. with four 

provinces
25 Basic nutrient
28 Port
32 Wetland 

ecosystem
33 __ poker
34 Holy people
35 Adapter letters
37 “Okey-dokey”
39 Breathing organ
40 Moved with haste
43 Formerly, 

quaintly
46 Leaves in hot 

water?
47 Port
50 Telepathic ability
51 Part of a pod 

cast?
52 Whodunit game
53 Port
58 “Until we meet 

again, mon ami”
61 Unstable 

subatomic 
particle

62 “__ might say ... ”
63 Cough drop 

brand
64 Group driven to 

stay together?
65 Neck and neck
66 Talus locale
67 Mount of Greek 

myth
68 Give temporarily

DOWN
1 Facts and figures
2 Royal figure 

in Norwegian 
history

3 Royal figure in 
Indian history

4 Home of Odin 
and Thor

5 Reader of secret 
messages

6 “Seems to me 
... ”

7 Business reps
8 Nielsen of 

“Airplane!”
9 Stiff fabric

10 Be against
11 Foldable bed
12 Promising words
13 Oscar count for 

1961’s “West 
Side Story”

21 “Hello It’s Me” 
singer-songwriter 
Rundgren

22 Flubs
25 Having 

measurable limits
26 Buck topper
27 Electrical pioneer 

Nikola
28 Comes up again
29 Turns out to be
30 “Awesome!”
31 Barrister’s head 

covering
32 Absurd situation

36 Letter between 
phi and psi

38 “Time’s up” 
callers

41 Embrace, as a 
cause

42 Judge to be
44 Sugar substitute 

with sucralose
45 Series of gigs
48 Lyric poet of 

Lesbos
49 Frigate, for one

53 Spreadsheet unit
54 Informal reversals
55 Emotion 

expressed with 
heart hands, 
perhaps

56 Gathering clouds, 
say

57 Lean (toward)
58 Triumphant cry
59 Auerbach of the 

Black Keys
60 Sort

Call 
229-888-9300

to subscribe
to the

Albany Herald.
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Albany 
Classifieds

REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT

Apt/Dupl/Con-
do/T'homes for rent

STUDIO APARTMENT
FOR RENT!

Completely furnished
Includes, rent, utilities,
cable and wifi. No pets.

$700 a month
Call: 229-343-2309

SERVICE 
DIRECTORY
Home Repair/
Remodeling

   ENHANCED
REMODELING 
& DRYWALL

 Drywall Repair Services
 Popcorn Removal
 Level 5 Drywall Finish
 Water Damage Repair
 Texture Matching
 Tape & Float
 Moldy Drywall Repair
 Demolition

WE DO SMALL 
AND BIG JOBS!

229-364-2997
Hernandez

912-432-3016
Residential-Commercial-Renovations

PAINTING 
AND HOME

REPAIR
Tile work, 

popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.

Just one call, 
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES

 229-349-5475

MERCHANDISE

Yard Sale
Big Garage Sale: 740 Lakeshore
Dr Cordele. 7am-until. Christmas
items, silver, china, tools, etc. 

YARD SALE /
ESTATE SALE

Saturday, October 24
8 am - 2 pm

3306 Deans Drive
Household furniture,

kitchen goods, linens 
and lots more!

Big Yard sale!
502 Forest Glen Drive Albany.
Second Block off Gillionsville.
Friday October 23rd 8am -6pm,

Yard Sale
Saturday October 24th
8am-5pm.
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