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Kemp says Audi plant 
delivers on pledge to grow 

jobs in rural Georgia
ATLANTA — German 

automaker Audi’s decision 
to locate its first U.S. plant 
in Georgia was a trifecta for 
Gov. Brian Kemp, who said 
he sees it as a major part of 
his legacy as he prepares to 
leave office.

When campaigning the 
first time for governor eight 
years ago, Kemp pledged to 
bring more jobs to rural parts 
of the state. He went on to 
assemble three “megasites” 
strategically located east and 
south of Atlanta.

First, Rivian jumped in, 
choosing the site near Social 
Circle. Then came Hyundai, 
picking the second site near 
Savannah.

Finally, on Saturday, Ger-
not Döllner, CEO and chair-
man of the Audi AG board, 
announced plans to build the 
company’s first U.S. plant at 
the third megasite, in Peach 
County, near Macon.

Audi said it wanted to be 
closer to customers in North 
America. Kemp’s office said 
the company would make as 
many as 200,000 vehicles a 
year at the facility by 2031, 
with SUVs tailored to the 
continent.

On Monday, the term-lim-
ited Kemp characterized the 
announcement as “mission 
accomplished.” The plant, in 
which Audi plans to invest 
about $4 billion, is expected 
to create about 4,500 jobs 
in the region.

“We will see this payoff for 
decades to come,” he said at 
the Capitol.

Pat Wilson, commissioner 
of the Georgia Department 
of Economic Development, 
said the jobs will be high-tech, 
in a highly-automated plant, 
and will pay workers an av-
erage of more than $63,000 

a year, pumping $283 mil-
lion annually into the state 
economy.

“Those are quality jobs, 
high-skill jobs,” Wilson said.

The contracts have not 
been inked. Audi’s board of 
directors must still approve 
the deal.

But Kemp and Wilson said 
they were confident in seal-
ing a deal that has been near-
ly two years in the making.

It came together in fits and 
starts after Kemp said he read 
an article in the Wall Street 
Journal about the company’s 
interest in making cars in 
the United States.

The Munich Security Con-
ference was approaching 
in early 2025, and Kemp 
saw it as an opportunity to 
sell Georgia. He had been 
making trade trips abroad 
and would be speaking at 
the event.

The governor said he asked 
Wilson to arrange a meet-
ing with Audi.

“It was really a cold call 
quite honestly,” Kemp said.

The company agreed to 
meet. They convened in a 
small room at a hotel. Geor-
gia’s team showed Audi ex-
ecutives the megasite, and 
Audi responded with a pok-
er face.

“They didn’t really say a 
whole lot to us, best I re-
member,” Kemp said.

Later, the company ex-
pressed interest, and a deal 
seemed to be in the offing. 
Then Audi stopped talking 
to Georgia. Kemp said the 
state was planning to market 
the megasite to other com-
panies, but Audi returned 
to the table.

The site’s location near 
Georgia’s rail lines, ports 
and automotive parts sup-
pliers attracted Audi, Kemp 
said, adding that he thought 
access to a skilled workforce 
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Gov. Brian Kemp, right, joins Pat Wilson, commissioner of 
the Georgia Department of Economic Development, at 
the Capitol, to answer questions about Audi’s decision to 
locate a plant in Georgia near Macon.

Mr. Reginal “Reggie” 
Dowdy

Reginal “Reggie” Dowdy, 
81, of Cedar Bluff, Alabama, 
passed away peacefully at his 
home on October 22, 2026, 
surrounded by his wife and 
children.

Born October 31, 1944, in 
Sylvester, Georgia, to W.T. and 
Doris Dowdy. Reggie grad-
uated from the University of 
Georgia with a BA in Business 
before serving his country in 
Vietnam. He went on to a long 
career as a textile manager 
that spanned South Caro-
lina, Alabama, Georgia, and 
Mississippi, as well as several 
countries overseas.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, W.T. and Doris 
Dowdy; his brothers, W.A. 
Dowdy and Ricky Dowdy; and 
Ricky’s wife, Patty Dowdy.

He is survived by his wife 
of 60 years, Linda Newberry 
Dowdy; his children Gina 
Dowdy, Eric Dowdy, and 
Julie Dowdy (Sara Vida); his 
sister Rhonda Dowdy Howard 
(Fred); his sister-in-law, Diana 
Dowdy; 10 grandchildren; 3 
great-grandchildren; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews.

In accordance with Reggie’s 
wishes, he was cremated and 
no formal services are planned 
at this time.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
asks that donations be made to 
the Wounded Warrior Project.

To share your condolences 
with the family online, please 
visit www.masonfuneralhome. 
com

Arrangements are provided 
by Mason Funeral Home, 
Summerville, GA.

was the top selling point.
Kemp said Georgia compet-

ed with other states to land 
Audi. He would not detail any 
incentive package the compa-
ny would receive but said that 
information would eventually 
become public.

Another major selling point, 
both Kemp and Wilson said, was 
the preparation at the megasites 
that would allow a company to 
quickly get a new plant up and 
running.

“Speed to market” was among 
the reasons that consultants 
who responded to Area Devel-
opment magazine’s latest sur-
vey again ranked Georgia as 
the top state for business. The 
magazine’s announcement last 
month put Georgia at No. 1 for 
the 13th year in a row. Georgia 
also ranked first for coopera-
tive and responsive state and 
local government.

Kemp and Wilson said gov-
ernment had to adapt to the 
fast pace of business these days.

“It couldn’t just be, you know, 
a piece of land,” Kemp said.

It had to be ready to go, or 
“shovel-ready.” Audi had to 
have confidence that Georgia 
could quickly issue environ-
mental permits and provide the 
site with the water and power 
supply necessary to get a fac-
tory running at that scale — 
and quickly.

Kemp described Audi and 
the other automakers as mag-
nets for related businesses that 
would contribute to economic 
growth long after he leaves of-
fice in January.

“You land these projects and 
they’re going to grow over time 
or bring suppliers,” he said.
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ACROSS
1 “__ luego”
6 Cold plunge 

preceder, 
sometimes

11 Starboard’s 
opposite

15 “Stolen Car” 
singer Beth

16 Fast-food item 
celebrated with 
multiple farewell 
tours

17 Basic geometry 
calculation

18 *“The Shining”
20 Circle
21 Burma’s first 

prime minister
22 Roused from 

sleep
23 Wolfgang Puck 

restaurant
25 Large agricultural 

knife
27 *“Frankenstein”
30 Toffee candy bar
31 Formula One 

event
33 Chatty starlings
34 UFC sport
36 Ever so
38 “The Simpsons” 

creator Groening
39 *“The Sixth 

Sense”
43 Laryngitis docs
44 Tubular pasta
45 Tire gauge meas.
46 Inbox party 

notice
48 South African 

currency
50 Back talk
53 *“Saw”
55 Formal 

agreement?
58 One of music’s 

Allman Brothers
59 Stipulation for 

some parties, 
briefly

60 Metallic lode
61 Combine
62 Punctuation 

that expresses 
skepticism, or 
what the answers 
to the starred 
clues may be 
called?

66 Rock’s Mötley __
67 Pisa landmark
68 Pizza part
69 Cold War initials
70 Crock-Pot 

concoctions
71 Hops-drying 

ovens

DOWN
1 Stale
2 Big concert 

venues
3 Word with love or 

thunder
4 Tot’s piggy
5 “Say something!”
6 Barbecue 

apparatus
7 Ibuprofen target
8 Catering 

container
9 Diarist Anaïs

10 Bottomless pit
11 Elite wheelchair 

rugby player, 
maybe

12 Fresh
13 Get ready to flip, 

perhaps
14 Size indicator
19 Put (down)
24 Nonstick spray 

brand
26 One with a self-

sufficient lifestyle
27 Stranded until a 

thaw
28 U. of Maryland 

athlete
29 Approximate fig.
32 Online 

representative
35 Woodworking tool 

that resembles 
an axe

37 “Reckon so”
39 Space trailer of 

the 1970s and 
’80s?

40 Agent that 
produces a 
reaction

41 Word on Irish 
stamps

42 Dish whose 
name means 
“bone with a 
hole” in Italian

43 Brain test letters
47 Long, long time

49 Handy types
51 Fed. bench nine
52 Most certain
54 Confers, as 

authority
56 __ au vin
57 Takes a breather
59 Cauldron 

concoction
61 CGI-heavy 

superhero 
franchise

63 Hotel bonus bed
64 Fill with wonder
65 __ pro nobis

A
LB

A
N

Y
 H

ER
A

LD
 C

LA
S

S
IF

IE
D

S
 C

A
LL

 2
2

9
-8

8
8

-9
3

0
0

ANSWER TO TODAY'S PUZZLE:

Albany 
Classifieds

REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT

Apt/Dupl/Con-
do/T'homes for rent

STUDIO APARTMENT
FOR RENT!

Completely furnished
Includes, rent, utilities,
cable and wifi. No pets.

$700 a month
Call: 229-343-2309

SERVICE 
DIRECTORY
Home Repair/
Remodeling

   ENHANCED
REMODELING 
& DRYWALL

 Drywall Repair Services
 Popcorn Removal
 Level 5 Drywall Finish
 Water Damage Repair
 Texture Matching
 Tape & Float
 Moldy Drywall Repair
 Demolition

WE DO SMALL 
AND BIG JOBS!

229-364-2997
Hernandez

912-432-3016
Residential-Commercial-Renovations

PAINTING 
AND HOME

REPAIR
Tile work, 

popcorn ceiling
removal, wall paper
installation/removal.

Just one call, 
we do it all!

FREE
ESTIMATES

 229-349-5475

Albany Legals

Public Hearings
A-1055
REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS 
ALBANY HOUSING AUTHORITY 
RFQ NO. PIN-55 -001 
LAND ACQUISITION DUE
DILIGENCE, CIVIL ENGINEERING
AND LAND PLANNING  SERVICES
The Housing Authority of the City of
Albany, Georgia (AHA) invites
qualified civil engineering  firms to
submit qualifications for
comprehensive acquisition due
diligence and preliminary  land
planning services for approximately
55.27 acres on Pinson Road and
Rosebrier  Avenue in Albany,
Georgia.  
AHA seeks one prime consultant
responsible for providing and

Public Hearings
managing all required  technical
disciplines, including surveying,
environmental assessments,
geotechnical  investigations,
wetlands and floodplain evaluation,
utilities, drainage, access, zoning,  
preliminary development planning,
cost estimates, and technical closing
support.  Qualified subconsultants
are permitted. Services will support a
proposed mixed-use  development
and a 90-day acquisition inspection
period.  
Selection will be based on
qualifications, relevant experience,
proposed personnel,  approach,
availability, and past performance,
followed by negotiation of scope and 
compensation. Do not submit
pricing with qualifications. 
The complete RFQ and submission
instructions may be obtained by
contacting Douglas  Holdridge,
Director of Modernization, at
dholdridge@albanyha.com.  
Qualifications must be received by
no later than 2:00 PM Eastern Time
on 11-19-2026, in  accordance with
the RFQ. Written questions are due
by 12:00 PM Eastern Time on
11-05- 2026 

Public Hearings
AHA reserves the right to reject any
or all submissions and to cancel or
amend this  solicitation in
accordance with applicable
requirements. Small, minority-owned,
and  women-owned firms are
encouraged to participate. 
October 24, 27, 29, 31, November 3,

5, 7, 10, 12, 14, 17, 19, 2026


